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Editor’s Note
	 Getting	scholars	together	for	a	photo	session	is	like	herding	cats.	Whether	current	
faculty	members	or	emeriti,	they	lead	extremely	active	lives,	and	coordinating	their	
schedules	 (plus	 that	 of	 photographer	 Everett	 Ayoubzadah)	 isn’t	 easy.	 The	 result,	
however,	was	over	fifty	lively	pictures	that	commemorate	the	history	of	the	Center	
for	Austrian	Studies	in	a	special	way.	Of	course,	picking	just	one	of	the	fifty	shots	
for	the	cover	of	this	issue	became	another	kind	of	a	problem,	but	a	very	pleasant	one	
indeed—an	embarrassment	of	riches	is	the	best	problem	an	editor	can	have.	
	 My	only	regret	 is	 that	we	couldn’t	get	every	director	or	acting	director	that	the	
Center	has	had	into	the	picture.	In	the	case	of	Richard	L.	Rudolph,	CAS	director	for	
three	years,	we	wish	we	could	have	enticed	him	from	his	home	on	the	Russian	River	
in	California	to	attend	a	photo	shoot,	but	that	didn’t	seem	practical.	And	misssing	
from	the	cover,	but	not	from	our	thoughts,	is	the	late	Kinley	Brauer,	interim	director	
during	a	brief	but	crucial	period	of	the	Center’s	history.	
	 Once	again,	we	thank	Maureen	McManus	of	CLA	External	Relations	for	“lend-
ing”	us	photographers	for	some	of	our	most	crucial	events,	including	Everett,	whose	
photography	is	featured	throughout	this	issue	of	the	ASN.	

Daniel Pinkerton

Above, left to right, Gary Cohen, Jane Johnston, and Barbara Krausss-Christensen. 
Below, left to right, Janna Fiesselmann, Tai Jin Kim, and Malte Franz. 
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tional	 centers	
for	 Austrian	
studies	 have	
followed	 at	 the	
University	 of	
New	 Orleans,	
the	 Hebrew	
University	 in	
Jerusalem,	 and	
the	 University	
of	 Alberta,	 as	
well	 as	 individ-
ual	 professorial	
chairs	 at	 other	
u n iv e rs i t i e s ;	
but	the	Minnesota	center	was	the	pioneer	and	
remains	a	leader.
	 Priorities	and	opportunities	for	the	Minne-
sota	Center’s	programming	have	varied	with	
each	of	the	directors	since	the	founding,	but	I	
think	that	we	can	all	be	justly	proud	of	many	
accomplishments	 over	 the	 last	 thirty	 years:	
our	 international	 scholarly	 conferences	 and	
the	collections	of	selected	and	revised	papers	
published	 by	 Berghahn	 Books;	 the	 Austrian 
History Yearbook, which	has	flourished	under	
the	 editorship	 of	 R.	 John	 Rath	 (founding	
editor),	 Solomon	 Wank,	 Charles	 Ingrao,	
and	 now	 Pieter	 Judson;	 the	 annual	 Robert	
A.	 Kann	 Memorial	 Lecture,	 which	 brings	
eminent	 scholars	 of	 Austrian	 and	 Central	
European	studies	to	Minnesota;	our	admin-
istration	 of	 the	 ACF	 competitions	 for	 book	
and	dissertation	prizes	to	encourage	research	
by	North	American	scholars	in	a	range	of	dis-
ciplines	and	the	R.	John	Rath	Prize	to	honor	
the	 best	 article	 published	 in	 each	 volume	 of	
the	Yearbook;	grants	to	students	for	research	
travel;	our	sponsorship	of	faculty	and	student	
exchange	 programs	 between	 the	 University	
of	Minnesota	and	Austrian	universities;	our	
on-campus	 lecture	 series;	 and	 our	 outreach	
programs	in	the	community,	including	special	
lectures,	symposia,	films,	and	concerts.
	 To	 be	 true	 to	 its	 mission	 of	 advancing	
research	and	public	education,	the	Center	for	
Austrian	 Studies	 must	 constantly	 reinvent	
itself,	blending	tradition	and	innovation.	My	
colleagues	 and	 I	 undertook	 a	 strategic	 plan-
ning	effort	this	past	summer	and	autumn	as	
part	 of	 a	 periodic	 Center	 review.	 We	 have	
charted	a	course	for	CAS	for	the	next	three	to	
five	years	that,	among	other	goals,	calls	for	a	
major	new	collaborative	research	program	on	
the	social,	demographic,	cultural,	and	intellec-
tual	aspects	of	the	Austrian-American	migra-
tion	experience.	
	 In	spring	2008,	the	Center	will	sponsor	an	
international	 scholarly	 conference	 on	“Social	
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calendar
Thursday, January �5, �:�0 p.m. Lecture. 
Max Preglau, Sociology, Univ. of Graz; 
Schumpeter Fellow, Harvard Univ. “The Rise and 
Transformation of the European Welfare State.” 
710 Social Sciences Bldg.
Thursday, February 1, 7:00 p.m. Lecture. Steven 
Beller, independent scholar, author of A Concise 
History of Austria (Cambridge, 2006). “‘To Be or 
Not to Be’: The Ironies and Anomalies of Austrian 
History.” 710 Social Sciences.
Wednesday, February 7, 7:�0 p.m. Lecture. Gary 
B. Cohen, director, CAS, Univ. of MN. “Centuries 
in the Heart of Europe: Jews in Golden Prague.” 
Beth Jacob Congregation, Mendota Heights. 
Cosponsored with the Center for Jewish Studies.
Sunday, February 11, 7:�0 p.m. Concert. Florian 
Kitt, cello, Arts Univ. of Graz, Rita Medjimorec, 
piano, Arts Univ. of Graz. Music by Austrian and 
American Composers. Ultan Recital Hall, Ferguson 
Hall. Cosponsored with the School of Music.
Monday, February 1�, 7:�0 p.m. Panel Discussion. 
“Supporting the Arts where the Government 
Won’t: Austria and the U.S. in the 21st Century.” 
Florian Kitt and Rita Medjimorec, Arts Univ. of 
Graz; Roy Close, Artspace, Inc.; Ann Markusen, 
Humphrey Inst., Univ. of MN; Sheila Smith, 
MN Citizens for the Arts. 280 Ferguson Hall. 
Cosponsored with the School of Music.
Thursday, March 1, �:�0 p.m. Lecture. Monika 
Oebelsberger, Mozarteum Univ., Salzburg; 
Fulbright Visiting Professor, U of MN School of 
Music. “Girls Sing, Boys Beat the Drums: Gender 
Issues in Music Education.” 280 Ferguson. 
Cosponsored with the School of Music.
Friday, March ��, 8:00-10:00 a.m. Forum. 
CAS and the Carlson School of Management 
International Programs present “New Trade 
and Investment Opportunities in Southeastern 
Europe:  Strategies based on the Austrian 
Experience.” Dr. Robert Zischg, Austrian Consul-
General, Chicago, Franz Roessler, Austrian 
Trade Commissioner, Chicago, and Gisbert T. 
Mayr, director, Austrian Business Agency, NYC. 
Cosponsored by the Austrian Consulate and Trade 
Commission, Chicago.
Thursday, April 1�, 7:�0 p.m. Panel discussion. 
“The Art of Vienna 1900 and its Timeless Appeal.“
Christoph Thun-Hohenstein, director, Austrian 
Cultural Forum, New York; Lyndel King, director, 
Weisman Art Museum; David Ryan, curator of 
design, Minneapolis Institute of Arts. Shepherd 
Seminar Room, Weisman Art Museum. Reception 
in the Fiterman Gallery.
Friday, April �7, 7:00 p.m. CAS 30th Anniversary 
Celebration. Minneapolis Woman’s Club. See 
article, page 4.

	 In	April	2007	the	Center	for	Austrian	Stud-
ies	will	observe	the	thirtieth	anniversary	of	its	
founding	with	a	gala	celebration	at	the	Wom-
an’s	Club	of	Minneapolis.	This	great	occasion	
will	 be	 a	 marvelous	 opportunity	 to	 honor	 in	
particular	the	founder	of	the	Center,	William	
E.	 Wright,	 Professor	 Emeritus	 of	 History	 at	
the	 University	 of	 Minnesota.	 In	 addition	 to	
putting	together	the	proposal	that	won	the	$1	
million	grant	from	Austria	in	1977	to	endow	a	
research	center	at	an	American	university,	Bill	
Wright	 also	 played	 an	 important	 role	 in	 per-
suading	prominent	Austrians	of	the	usefulness	
of	such	a	center	from	the	outset	of	the	project.				
	 The	 Center	 for	 Austrian	 Studies	 was	
founded	with	a	distinct	set	of	purposes.	Above	
all,	it	was	to	serve	as	a	focal	point	in	the	United	
States	 for	 the	 study	 of	Austria,	 spanning	 the	
humanities,	the	social	sciences,	the	applied	sci-
ences,	and	the	fine	arts.	It	was	to	serve	as	a	cata-
lyst	in	aiding	the	studies,	research,	and	teaching	
of	those	already	interested	in	Austrian	themes	
and	 issues	 and	 in	 stimulating	 others	 to	 work	
in	 this	 area.	 Unspoken	 was	 the	 understand-
ing	that	making	such	a	commitment	to	further	
Austrian	studies	would	have	a	salutary	impact	
on	American	college	and	university	education,	
where	 studies	 of	 continental	 Europe	 all	 too	
often	got	 little	 farther	 than	France,	Germany,	
and	perhaps	Russia.	
	 The	 original	 advocates	 in	 Austria	 for	 such	
a	center,	and	Bill	Wright	and	his	colleagues	in	
Minnesota	understood	that	the	study	of	Aus-
tria	implied	the	study	of	the	neighboring	coun-
tries	that	share	the	Habsburg	heritage.	David	
Good,	 who	 succeeded	 Bill	 as	 CAS	 director,	
made	 the	 connection	 explicit.	 He	 reminded	
our	constituency,	in	an	expanded	mission	state-
ment	that	was	followed	by	a	series	of	dynamic	
conferences	and	research	projects	that	Austria	
was	connected	with	a	Central	and	East	Central	
Europe	that	was	too	often	forgotten	during	the	
Cold	War	era.	The	whole	region	shares	a	tra-
dition	 rich	 in	 important	 intellectual,	 cultural,	
religious,	 scientific,	 and	 economic	 develop-
ments	 continuing	 since	 the	Middle	Ages	 that	
have	shaped	the	rest	of	the	world	as	much	as	
the	better	known	experience	of	Britain,	France,	
and	Germany.	Neutral	Austria,	in	fact,	was	an	
important	 bridge	 between	 western	 and	 east	
central	 Europe	 during	 the	 Cold	 War	 years.	
It	 has	 only	 increased	 its	 mediating	 role	 with	
the	end	of	communist	rule	in	the	neighboring	
countries	 and	 their	 growing	 integration	 in	 a	
united	Europe.	
	 With	 those	 developments	 since	 1989,	 the	
need	 for	Austrian	studies	and	the	opportuni-
ties	for	important	research	offered	by	Austrian	
and	Central	European	experience	have	grown	
significantly.	 Over	 the	 last	 thirty	 years	 addi- continued on page 9
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News	from	the	Center

MAxweLL wins 
2006 RAth pRize 

	 The	Rath	prize	is	awarded	annually	for	the	best	
article	published	in	the	Austrian History Yearbook.	
It	is	funded	by	the	estate	of	R.	John	Rath	(1910-
2001),	eminent	Habsburg	scholar	and	founder	of	
the	 AHY,	 and	 by	 contributions	 in	 his	 memory.	
The	 prize	 for	 Vol.	 37	 (2006)	 was	 awarded	 to	
Alexander	 Maxwell	 for	 “Why	 the	 Slovak	 Lan-
guage	Has	Three	Dialects:	A	Case	Study	in	His-
torical	Perceptual	Dialectology.”	
	 The	jury	noted:	“Dr.	Maxwell	uses	the	linguistic	
history	of	the	Slovak	people	to	raise	provocative	
philosophical	issues	about	the	nature	of	causality	
in	historical	processes.	In	doing	so,	he	has	moved	
our	 entire	field	 into	 the	 larger	 intellectual	 arena	
where	it	belongs.	For	both	its	broad-ranging	mas-
tery	 of	 detail	 and	 conceptual	 suggestiveness,	 his	
work	clearly	merits	this	prize.”

Center celebrates 30th 
anniversary in style

	 The	Center	for	Austrian	Studies	will	reach	a	milestone	in	2007—the	thirtieth	anniversary	of	
its	opening.	To	mark	the	occasion,	we’re	having	a	party	you	won’t	soon	forget—wine,	a	sumptu-
ous	dinner,	entertainment,	and	the	chance	to	help	bright	graduate	students	who	want	to	study	
Austria	and	Central	Europe.
	 The	party,	which	we’re	calling	“An	Austrian	Evening,”	will	be	held	April	27	at	the	Minneapolis	
Woman’s	Club,	410	Oak	Grove.	This	beautiful	edifice	is	close	to	Loring	Park	and	the	Walker	Art	
Museum.	
	 The	evening	will	begin	with	a	reception	at	6:30.	An	Austrian	dinner	will	follow	at	7:00.	At	
8:30,	a	varied	celebratory	program	will	begin.	
	 William	E.	Wright,	founding	director	of	the	Center,	will	deliver	some	brief	opening	remarks.	
He	will	be	followed	by	Her	Excellency	Dr.	Eva	Nowotny,	Austria’s	aambassador	to	the	United	
States.	Those	who	have	heard	Dr.	Nowotny	speak	before	(she	made	an	appearance	at	the	Center	
in	2005)	know	that	she	is	both	erudite	and	down-to-earth.	Dr.	Nowotny’s	address	will	be	fol-
lowed	by	a	musical	performance	by	the	Voices	of	Vienna,	who	will	perform	excerpts	from	Vien-
nese	operettas	and	classical	vocal	music.
	 Tickets	for	this	gala	event	are	on	sale	for	$100,	and	$25	of	each	ticket	is	tax	deductible—it	
will	go	directly	to	the	William	E.	Wright	Graduate	Fellowship	Fund.	This	fund	will	support	an	
outstanding	graduate	student	every	year.	The	Wright	Fellowship	will	help	train	future	teachers	
and	researchers	and	will	enhance	the	University	of	Minnesota’s	worldwide	reputation	as	a	place	
to	study	Austria	and	Central	Europe.	As	if	this	were	not	enough,	the	university	will	match	dona-
tions	to	this	fund.
	 Please	mark	your	calendar	and	join	us	on	April	27.	It	will	be	your	opportunity	to	celebrate	30	
years	of	our	accomplishments,	look	ahead	to	the	next	30	years,	and	do	good.

	 The	 Center	 administers	 an	 interdisciplinary	
prize	 competition	 every	 other	 year	 for	 the	 best	
book	 and	 best	 dissertation	 in	 Austrian	 studies.	
The	 Austrian	 Cultural	 Forum	 (ACF)	 awards	
travel	grants	for	study	in	Europe	to	the	winners.
	 Alison	 Fleig	 Frank’s	 Oil Empire: Visions of 
Prosperity in Austrian Galicia	(Harvard	U.	Press,	
2005;	review	on	p.	14	of	this	isssue)	was	named	
best	 book.	 The	 judges	 praised	 it	 as	“a	 very	 spe-
cific	story	with	broad	ramifications	 that	are	 laid	
out	with	elegance	and	clarity”	and	“a	model	social	
history	that	.	.	.	dispenses	with	the	tendencies	of	
ethnographic	determinism	and	produces	a	superb	
portrait	 of	 Poles,	 Ukrainians,	 Germans,	 and	
Jews.”
	 Tara	 Zahra’s	 “Your	 Child	 Belongs	 to	 the	
Nation:	 Nationalization,	 Germanization,	 and	
Democracy	in	the	Bohemian	Lands,	1900-1945”	
(University	of	Michigan,	defended	2005)	was	named	
best	dissertation.	It	was	hailed	by	the	prize	commit-
tee	 as	 “superb	 work	 offering	 a	 challenging	 and	
intriguing	 new	 analysis	 of	 an	 old	 issue	 in	 Cen-
tral	Europe,	the	question	of	national	identity.	By	
focusing	 on	 children,	 and	 in	 particular	 jurisdic-
tional	claims	over	their	linguistic	training,	Zahra	
brings	to	light	and	to	life	the	struggle	for	the	‘souls’	
of	 Bohemia’s	 children	 over	 the	 first	 half	 of	 the	
twentieth	century.”
	 CAS	and	ACF	congratulate	both	these	schol-
ars	on	their	outstanding	accomplishments.

Alison Fleig 
Frank, Tara 
Zahra snag 
ACF Prizes

CenteR pUBLishes thRee new wORKinG pApeRs
	 The	CAS	released	a	flurry	of	working	papers	in	fall	2006	and	January	2007.	The	first	was	the	long-
awaited	appearance	of	Arnold	Suppan’s	“Austrians,	Czechs,	and	Sudeten	Germans	as	a	Community	
of	 Conflict	 in	 the	Twentieth	 Century”	 (#06-1).	 The	 second	 was	 John	 Murray	 and	 Lars	 Nilsson’s	
social	and	economic	history,	“Risk	Compensation	for	Workers	in	Late	Imperial	Austria”	(#06-2).	The	
most	recent	was	David	Luft’s	“Das	 intellektuelle	Leben	Österreichs	 in	seiner	Beziehung	zur	deut-
schen	Sprache	und	der	modernen	Kultur”	(#07-1).	Suppan’s	paper	is	the	last	to	be	offered	in	hard	
copy;	the	others	are	available	on	the	CAS	website	only,	and	may	be	downloaded	for	free.

Eva NowotnyWilliam E. Wright
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News	from	the	Center

CONTeNTS	 	 	 	 	
	 	     
Twenty-Second Annual Robert A. Kann Memorial Lecture
Austria	before	Austria:	The	Medieval	Past	of	Polities	to	Come
by Herwig Wolfram	 	 	 	 	

Forum: Writing the History of Sexuality in Fin-de-Siècle 
Cisleithania
Where	Personal	Fate	Turns	to	Public	Affair:	
Homosexual	Scandal	and	Social	Order	in	Vienna,	1900-1910
by Scott Spector	 	 	 	 	 	
“A	Generation	of	Monsters”:	Jews,	Prostitution,	and	
Racial	Purity	in	the	1892	L’viv	White	Slavery	Trial
by Keely Stauter-Halsted	 	 	 	 	
Echos	of	the	Riehl	Trial	in	Fin-de-Siècle	Cisleithania
by Nancy M. Wingfield	 	 	 	 	
Desiderata	for	a	History	of	Austrian	Sexualities
by Matti Bunzl	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
Articles

Astrology	as	Political	Propaganda:	Humanist	Responses	to	the	
Turkish	Threat	in	Early-Sixteenth-Century	Vienna
by Darin Hayton	 	 	 	 	 	
The	Development	of	Habsburg	Policy	in	Hungary	and	the	
Einrichtungswerk	of	Cardinal	Kollonich,	1683-90
by Brian A. Hodson	 	 	 	 	
Austrian	Intellectual	History	and	Bohemia
by David S. Luft	 	 	 	 	
Illness	and	Death	in	the	Era	of	Neoabsolutism:	
New	Perspectives	on	Liberal-Catholic	Conflict	from	
1850s	Upper	Austria
by Max H. Vögler	 	 	 	 	 	
Liberal	Reason	and	the	Culture	of	the	Sommerfrische	
by Deborah Coen	 	 	 	 	 	
Austrians	into	German	Soldiers:	The	Integrative	Impact	of	
Wehrmacht	Service	on	Austrian	Soldiers	during	World	War	II
by Thomas R. Grischany	 	 	 	
Working	with	the	Enemy:	Labor	Politics	in	the	
Czech	Borderlands,	1945-48
by David Gerlach	 	 	 	 	 	
The	Austrian	State	Treaty	and	the	International	
Decision	Making	Process	in	1955
by Gerald Stourzh	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	
plus 37 book reviews

This	is	the	first	volume	of	the	Yearbook	produced	under	the	
aegis	of	Pieter	Judson	as	editor	and	Daniel	Unowsky	as	book	
review	editor.	In	addition,	Georg	Kastner,	who	completed	his	
service	this	last	year	as	associate	editor	of	the	Yearbook,	has	been	
succeded	by	Margarete	Grandner.	Finally,	Annett	Richter	has	
succeeded	Nicole	Phelps	as	assistant	editor,	although	Ms.	Phelps	
has	continued	to	provide	critical	assistance	as	copyeditor.	

COMING SOON!
AHY volume 38

Annual subscription rate (includes electronic access):	
Institutions(print & online): $82/£52/€70*

Institutions (online only): $78/£49/€67* 
Individuals: $38/£25/€32*

Reduced individuals: $35/£23/€30*
Students: $20/£15/€22*

*payment in Euros can be made only by credit card.

tO ORDeR, COntACt BeRGhAhn JOURnALs

weBsite: www.BeRGhAhnBOOKs.COM

US/rest of the world:  
Berghahn Journals, Inc.
c/o Turpin North America

143 West Street
New Milford, CT 06776 USA

Tel: 860-350-0041
Fax: 860-350-0039 

In the UK and Europe:    
Berghahn Journals, Ltd.
c/o Turpin Distribution

Pegasus Drive, The Bleachery
Stratton Business Park

Biggleswade, Beds. SG18 8TQ, UK
Fax: 44-0-1767-601-640
Tel: 44-0-1767-604-951
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ASN:	How did you become interested in history?
HW:	My	father	was	a	historian.	He	taught	in	a	Gymnasium.	So	I	became	interested	
in	history	at	the	Gymnasium	level.	It	was	always	quite	clear	that	I	would	go	on	and	
study	history	at	university.	The	only	question	was,	what	would	accompany	my	history	
studies.	I	chose	classical	philology,	especially	Latin,	as	a	minor.

ASN:	Might that explain why you chose medieval history?
HW:	No,	no.	I	went	to	the	University	of	Vienna	seven	years	after	the	war,	and	it	was	
boring	and	backward,	isolated	and	provincial.	Only	one	professor	interested	me,	the	
medievalist	Heinrich	von	Fichtenau.	I	wouldn’t	have	stayed	at	Vienna	without	him.	
Fichtenau	and	Gerhart	Ladner,	a	professor	from	UCLA,	both	opened	up	the	world	
for	me—although	I	chose	early	Middle	Ages	because	of	my	classical	background.	

ASN:	Did you expect to stay at the provincial University of Vienna?
HW:	No.	I	stayed	there	at	first,	and	then	Ladner	came	from	UCLA	in	the	summer	of	
1965,	when	Vienna	hosted	an	international	historical	conference.	I	had	just	published	
my	first	book.	Ladner	 liked	 it	and	 invited	me	to	 the	United	States	 for	1966.	But	I	
turned	his	kind	offer	down	because	I	wanted	to	finish	my	Habilitation,	which	dealt	
with	the	early	medieval	titles	as	they	appear	in	the	diplomas,	charters,	and	official	doc-
uments.	When	that	was	published,	I	got	another,	much	better	offer.	I	was	appointed	as	
a	visiting	associate	professor	at	UCLA.	The	offer	was	so	generous	that	I	could	afford	
to	bring	my	family	with	me.	It	was	in	the	research	library	of	UCLA	that	I	first	saw	a	
review	of	my	Habilitation	book,	and	it	was	an	extremely	good	review.	I	still	remember	
sitting	there	and	reading	it,	and	feeling	extremely	happy.	

ASN:	Did you like the West Coast?
HW:	I	really	loved	UCLA,	and	during	the	1968-69	academic	year	I	accepted	several	

speaking	engagements,	one	at	Stanford	and	one	at	the	University	
of	Washington.	I	became	a	real	West	Coaster	(laughing).	

ASN:	Where else did you teach in the United States?
HW:	I	also	taught	at	the	University	of	Colorado	at	Boulder,	and	
this	was	very	important	for	me.	In	spring	1969,	I	met	Boyd	Hill,	
a	 professor	 at	 Boulder,	 and	 he	 said:	“We’re	 creating	 a	 summer	
institute	in	1971.	Would	you	like	to	be	the	director?	I	will	teach	
paleography	and	you	can	teach	diplomatics.”	That	summer	was	
really	life	defining,	because	at	Boulder	a	recently	retired	captain	
appeared	and	it	was	Patrick	J.	Geary.	We	have	been	friends	ever	
since—not	colleagues	but	friends.	

ASN:	How many summers did you go back to Boulder?
HW:	Twice,	but	only	for	short	speaking	engagements	or	to	visit	
with	friends.	In	1978,	we	held	another	summer	school	at	UCLA.	
It	covered	much	the	same	areas	of	diplomatics	and	paleography.	

ASN:	So your career was flourishing in the US.
HW:	Yes,	but	because	I	went	to	the	States,	I	was	called	back	to	
Vienna	and	appointed	as	a	professor	there	 in	1969.	If	I	hadn’t	
gone	to	America,	they	wouldn’t	have	promoted	me	that	quickly.	

ASN:	And you’ve stayed on.
HW:	Yes,	and	I	think	it	was	the	best	decision	because	the	Uni-
versity	of	Vienna	had	thoroughly	changed,	and	there	were	a	great	
many	graduate	students	interested	in	the	early	Middle	Ages.	At	
that	 time,	 Vienna	 provided	 good	 training.	 You	 could	 acquire	
really	 good	 language	 skills	 in	 Latin,	 Greek,	 and	 the	 Germanic	
languages.	 This	 is	 important.	 What	 mathematics	 is	 for	 physi-
cists,	chemists,	or	geneticists,	philology	and	language	is	for	us.	In	
Vienna	there	was	also	the	opportunity	to	cooperate	with	arche-
ologists.	This	was	very	 important,	 especially	 for	 the	politics	of	
international	 research.	 The	 East	 Bloc	 states	 subscribed	 at	 that	

HeRWIG
WOLFRAM

debunking the myths 
of “Austria before 

Austria”

by Daniel Pinkerton
photos by Everett Ayoubzadeh

Herwig Wolfram gave the 2006 Kann Memorial Lecture, “Austria 
before Austria.” Before his retirement from the University of Vienna, 
he was Professor of History and is still one of the world’s leading 
scholars of early medieval Europe. Energetic and enthusiastic at 73, 
Wolfram is eager to dispel commonly held beliefs about history and 
ethnicity—and can be coaxed into reminiscing about his career.
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time	to	Stalin’s	creed	that	the	Middle	Ages	had	to	be	done	by	archaeolo-
gists.	 In	 his	 eyes,	 historians	 were	 a	 nuisance	 because	 they	 did	 not	 prove	
that	the	end	of	the	Roman	Empire	was	caused	by	a	revolution	of	the	slaves.	
He	did	away	with	early	medieval	historical	studies	and	had	archaeologists	
study	this	period,	because	in	archaeology	they	could	dig	out	the	skeletons,	
burial	goods,	and	treasuries	and	they	could	interpret	their	discoveries	the	
way	he	wanted	them	to	(laughs).	

ASN:	Did you want to work with archaeologists because you believed in this 
approach?
HW:	No,	of	course	not.	And	not	all	archaeologists	in	the	communist	coun-
tries	did,	either.	Together	with	the	Viennese	achaeologist	Herwig	Friesinger,	
we	 established	 the	 so-called	 Zwettl	 conferences	 and	 we	 got	 Poles,	 Hun-
garians,	 Slovenes,	 Czechs,	 Slovaks,	 and	 even	 Romanians	 to	 join	 us.	 This	
was	really	important.	The	socialist	governments	even	allowed	scholars	they	
thought	were	politically	incorrect	to	leave	the	country	to	join	us.	I’m	sure	
there	was	a	Securitate	bureaucrat	who	said,	“This	Wolfram	fellow	likes	the	
Romanian	people,	and	you	can	have	a	visa.”	I	have	to	tell	you,	I	had	a	basket	
full	of	visas	for	those	Eastern	countries	and	when	I	once	went	through	the	
US	 immigration	 procedure,	 the	 immigration	 officer	 looked	 at	 my	 pass-
port	and	said,	”Man,	what	were	you	doing	 in	those	countries?”	(laughs)	I	
responded	with	 the	words	of	a	Hungarian	colleague	of	mine:	“Providing	
hope.”	And	he	said,	“Oh,	go	ahead,	Sir.”

ASN:	But you did provide hope.
HW:	Not	only	hope,	but	books	and	food,	and	I	am	still	proud	of	that.	Of	
course,	after	1989,	I	was	asked	to	evaluate	many	of	my	colleagues	in	those	
countries	and	tell	the	new	governments	that	they	were	excellent	scholars.	
And	the	archaeologists	were	equal	to	us	both	methodologically	and	in	the	
sophistication	of	their	inquiry.	But	a	new	generation	of	historians	has	had	
to	grow	up	in	these	countries,	and	we	trained	some	at	Vienna.

ASN:	 Through this international cooperation, did the University of Vienna 
become less provincial than it was when you were a student?
HW:	Yes!	We	provided	hope	and	we	got	a	lot	of	things	back.	And	of	course,	
in	this	case	our	neutrality	was	a	great	advantage.	Even	the	East	Germans	
invited	us	and	came	to	our	conferences,	despite	the	fact	that	they	were	the	
most	fanatical	communists.	Many	(but	not	all)	of	them	really	believed	in	
it,	whereas	one	of	my	Hungarian	colleagues	told	me:	“Listen,	we	don’t	even	
believe	the	weather	forecast.”	(laughs)	

ASN:	My Polish friends were cynical, too, even during the 1989 elections.	
HW:	Toward	the	communist	regime?	Yes.	When	I	came	to	the	University	
of	Kraków	in	the	late	1970s	and	early	1980s,	one	colleague	told	me,	“With	
us	at	the	university,	you	can	be	everything	but	a	communist.”	(laughs)

ASN:	Now let’s talk about Austria—specifically, Austria before it was “Aus-
tria,” the subject of your Kann Memorial Lecture. 
HW:	There	is	a	certain	prejudice	or	bias	with	the	general	public	that	our	
history	 starts	 at	 a	 certain	 point.	 Take	 Austria,	 for	 example.	 It	 was	 first	

mentioned	in	an	imperial	diploma	as	Ostarrichi	on	the	first	of	November	
996.	And	from	then	on,	pretty	much	at	the	same	time,	the	first	Austrian	
dynasty,	the	Babenbergers,	came	to	be	established	on	a	tiny	little	portion	of	
our	huge	Austria	(laughs)	in	the	present-day	province	of	Lower	Austria.	At	
this	point,	“history”	starts.	But	this	is	the	Danube-Austrian	view	of	things.	
There	is	a	history	of	Carinthia,	a	history	of	Tyrol	and	Vorarlberg,	a	history	
of	Salzburg,	and,	of	course,	of	Styria.	They	have	independent	beginnings.	
And	the	beginnings	of	Salzburg	are	not	in	996	but	they	are	around	700.	
Or	 if	 you	 look	 closer,	 it	 must	 have	 been	 before	 because	 when	 Rupert	 of	
Worms	[first	bishop	in	Salzburg,	d.	ca.	718—Ed.]	appeared	on	the	scene	in	
Salzburg	City	and	Salzburg	Country,	people	were	mining	for	gold	and	salt,	
there	were	pastures,	there	were	people	tilling	the	fields.	

ASN:	People were living there. 
HW:	Ja,	they	were!	My	wife	is	a	Salzburger	so	I	felt	obliged	to	get	involved,	
and	the	first	thing	to	do	was	to	look	at	the	sources. The	Salzburg	sources	
develop	a	history	not	only	of	central	or	southeastern	Austria,	but	also	of	
much	of	western	Hungary,	 southern	Moravia	 and	Slovakia,	 and	parts	of	
what	is	now	Slovenia.	For	my	talk,	I	wanted	to	discuss	a	period	of	transi-
tion,	so	I	said,	“We	have	to	start	here.”	I	decided	to	call	 it	“Austria	before	
Austria”	just	to	attract	people	and	whet	their	appetites.	

ASN:	 At the start of your talk, you said, “You have to stop thinking about 
nationality and ethnicity the way that you think about it. It’s completely different 
in this era.”
HW:	 When	 you	 are	 dealing	 with	 ethnicities	 in	 early	 medieval	 Austria,	
you	have	to	look	at	the	charters	in	the	first	place.	They	mention	Germanic,	
Romance	and	Slavic	peoples	mostly	 living	according	to	Bavarian	 law	and	
to	Alemannic	 law	 in	 the	westernmost	parts	of	what	 is	now	Austria.	The	
charters	bear	witness	 to	 spoken	 languages	and	 to	 language	change.	Take,	
for	 example,	 two	 brothers:	 one	 has	 a	 Germanic	 name	 and	 the	 other	 has	
a	Romance	name.	In	the	next	generation,	the	children	have	only	German	
names.	

ASN:	Some people might think that a charter is an odd, unimportant thing.
HW:	It	seems	boring,	like	the	names	in	the	phone	directory.	But	it	is	much	
more.	 It	 contains	 a	 wealth	 of	 reliable	 information	 since	 charters	 are	 not	
intentional	but	functional	sources,	i.	e.	they	don`t	want	to	tell	you	a	story	
but	they	record	the	status	quo.	

ASN: A given ethnic group could speak several languages. How do we figure out 
what comprises an ethnic group?	
HW:	Well,	there	is	no	doubt	that	people	living	in	Central	Europe	in	the	
early	Middle	Ages	were	bilingual—at	least	bilingual.	We	can	tell	it	from	the	
onomastic	evidence.	There	is	a	river	called	Sumpfbach	in	German	or	Flad-
nitz/Blatnica	in	Slavic	both	mean	marshy	river.	The	common	people	living	
there	 understood	 each	 other.	 But	 if	 an	 archbishops	 of	 Salzburg	 spoke	 a	
Slavic	language,	this	is	recorded	as	something	out	of	the	ordinary.	Knowing	
the	Slavic	language	is	really	something	for	the	leading	strata	of	society.This	

Herwig Wolfram 
(standing, right)) 
delivers the 2006 
Kann Lecture. 

continued on page 13
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By	Linda	Andrean

	 Fall	semester	was	lively	in	terms	of	activities	for	the	students.	Since	the	Center	is	not	a	degree-granting	
program,	there	are	no	students	directly	tied	to	us.	We	have	to	find	various	ways	to	let		the	approximately	
51,000	students	on	this	very	large	campus	know	we	are	here.	Our	new	BMBWK	scholar,	Barbara	Reit-
erer,	enthusiastically	jumped	in	to	help	plan	and	carry	out	the	fall	activities.
	 Early	September	saw	Barbara	and	Linda	busy	out	on	the	bridge	over	the	Mississippi	River	partici-
pating	in	the	“Paint	the	Bridge”	activity	sponsored	by	the	University	of	Minnesota	Student	Union.	The	
interior	 of	 the	 covered	 bridge	 walkway	 provides	 panels	 on	 which	 the	 many	 groups	 on	 campus	 have	
access	to	free	advertising	to	announce	their	programs.	This	year,	inspired	by	Barbara’s	interest	in	sports,	
we	went	for	a	“sporting”	theme	to	catch	the	attention	of	passers-by.	It	has	been	working,	since	we	have	
had	students	who	saw	the	panel	stop	in	to	inquire	about	the	Center	and	what	we	do.
	 Pizza,	the	all-time	favorite	student	food,	was	the	draw	for	the	“welcoming”	event	at	the	end	of	Sep-
tember.	 The	 international	 student	 office	 helps	 by	 sending	 out	 an	 announcement	 to	 all	 students	 and	
faculty	registered	from	Austria	and	the	surrounding	countries,	inviting	them	to	attend	the	event.	This	is	
a	good	start	for	the	Center	to	make	the	initial	student	contacts	each	year.	Several	who	attended	signed	
up	for	the	next	event,	the	trip	to	Duluth.
	 The	group	drove	north	to	Duluth	on	Saturday,	September	30th.	Eight	people	made	the	trip.	Partici-
pants	have	enjoyed	this	annual	trip	tremendously	since	it	was	started	three	years	ago.	It	is	a	surprise	for	
those	who	have	never	seen	a	lake	as	huge	as	Lake	Superior.	The	most	frequent	comment	is	that	it	looks	
like	an	ocean.	Each	year	we	have	watched	as	an	ocean-going	ore	boat	has	come	into	the	harbor	and	the	
aerial	bridge	is	raised	for	the	boat	to	pass	under.	
	 From	Duluth	we	drove	further	north	to	Gooseberry	Falls.	The	day	was	perfect.	The	air	was	crisp	
and	cool,	the	sun	was	shining,	and	the	leaves	were	turning	their	fall	colors.	It	was	an	opportunity	to	get	
outdoors	and	walk	along	the	beautiful	path	from	the	falls	to	the	lake.	On	the	way	back	from	the	falls,	
we	stopped	at	Betty’s	Pie	Shop	for	a	truly	American	experience.	Everyone	ventured	in,	trying	a	different	
kind	of	pie,	from	fruit	pies	to	an	ultra-rich	chocolate	pie.
	 The	participants	of	the	Duluth	trip	enjoyed	themselves	so	much	that	they	decided	to	go	out	again	and	
see	more	of	Minnesota.	On	November	4th,	we	headed	south	to	the	lovely	college	town	of	Northfield,	
where	Riki	Kolb	Nelson	again	gave	a	CAS	group	a	tour	of	the	St.	Olaf	and	Carlton	College	campuses.	
We	enjoyed	a	sumptuous	buffet	lunch	at	the	East	Indian	restaurant	in	town.	Of	course,	we	also	had	to	
stop	at	the	bank	museum	where	the	career	of	the	infamous	outlaw	Jesse	James	came	to	an	end.	From	
Northfield,	we	headed	west	to	New	Ulm,	through	the	fertile	(and	fertilized,	i.e.,	smelly)	farmlands	of	
Minnesota.	New	Ulm	is	the	town	most	noted	in	Minnesota	as	a	German	settlement.	Unfortunately,	we	
arrived	too	late	to	be	able	to	really	enjoy	the	town.	We	did	see	“Hermann	the	German”	standing	guard	
over	the	town	from	his	lofty	perch	above	the	Minnesota	River.	The	statue,	which	commemorates	the	
defeat	of	the	Romans	by	Hermann	and	his	troops	in	9	A.D.	in	Central	Europe,	was	built	by	the	German	

community	of	New	Ulm	as	a	symbol	of	unity	
in	the	1890s.

	 On	an	informal	basis,	Barbara	Reiterer	orga-
nized	a	successful	Stammtisch that	met	several	
times	 at	 a	 popular	 beer	 hall	 near	 campus,	
attracting	up	to	20	undergraduate	and	gradu-
ate	 students.	 These	 have	 been	 a	 time	 to	 get	
together	 and	 talk	 over	 anything	 and	 every-
thing—as	well	as	have	a	few	beers.

	 The	big	event	everyone	looks	forward	to	at	
the	 beginning	 of	 December	 is	 the	 Nikolaus	
Day	buffet	dinner	put	on	by	Herb	Kahler,	the	
Honorary	Austrian	Consul	in	Minnesota,	and	
his	wife	Erika.	Erika	bakes	and	cooks	delicious	
Austrian	dishes.	Her	smoked	turkeys,	potato	
salad,	 and	 delicious,	 buttery	 cookies	 are	 the	
highlights	of	the	evening.	Once	again,	there	was	
an	excellent	turnout	for	the	dinner—approxi-
mately	fifty	people.	Each	guest	got	a	Nikolaus	
bag	of	treats	(compliments	of	the	Kahlers	this	
year),	handed	out	by	St.	Nikolaus	himself.	The	
evening	is	a	“touch	of	home”	for	our	European	
guests	during	the	holiday	season.	The	Center	is	
grateful	for	the	tremendous	effort	the	Kahlers	
put	forth	in	creating	a	special	evening	to	close	
out	the	busy	fall	and	begin	the	holiday	season.

Spotlight: Ute Lehmann
	 The	CAS	student	group	is	open	to	students	
from	 Austria	 and	 the	 surrounding	 countries,	
which	 has	 attracted	 a	 very	 diverse	 array	 of	
participants.	One	of	these	students	is	Ute	Leh-
mann,	who	is	in	her	second	year	at	the	Univer-
sity	of	Minnesota	as	a	Ph.D.	student.	Born	in	
Wittenberg,	Germany	Ute	came	to	the	United	
States	first	in	1998	as	an	au	pair	and	returned	
in	2001	to	attend	St.	Mary’s	College	of	Cali-
fornia,	where	she	received	a	bachelor’s	degree	
in	biology/chemistry.	Ute	was	accepted	in	the	
Ph.D.	program	at	the	University	of	Minnesota	
in	2005.	 In	 the	 fall	of	2006,	 she	 received	 the	
NIH	Fellowship	Vision	Training	Grant.	The	
grant	covers	her	education	expenses	during	her	
Ph.D.	program.	In	these	days	of	tight	funding,	
this	is	a	vitally	important	award.	It	is	also	a	tre-
mendous	honor	in	recognition	of	her	work.
	 Ute’s	 thesis	 project	 involves	 the	 identifica-
tion	of	antigen	presenting	cells	responsible	for	
the	first	antigen	presentation	in	the	retina	that	
leads	 to	 the	 initiation	of	CD4+	T	cell	medi-
ated	 experimental	 autoimmune	 uveoretinitis	
(EAU).	EAU	is	a	disease	targeting	the	retina	
and	is	a	major	cause	of	visual	handicap	in	the	
U.S.	 Ute	 would	 like	 to	 teach	 once	 she	 com-
pletes	her	degree.	It	is	exciting	for	the	Center	
to	have	such	remarkable	 students	 involved	 in	
our	activities.	v

CAS student news

Left to right: U of Minnesota students Tai Jin Kim, Malte Franz, Janna Fiesselmann, Barbara Reiterer, and 
Michael Ecker at Gooseberry Falls.
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Opportunities	for	Giving

William Wright Graduate Fellowship:
$1,000 and over: 
James W. Miller  

$250-$500:
Dr. Robert C. Adams 
Prof. Stanford Lehmberg
Prof. Theo & Freda Stavrou
The Hon. Paul E. Widick

$100-$250:
Dr. George P. Blum
The Hon. Randall R. Burg
Prof. Jon H. Butler
Prof. Edward L. Farmer
Dr. William J. Galush
Prof. John R Howe & Judith J. Howe
Barbara Krauss-Christensen & Russ 
   Christensen
Allan F. Pavek
Prof. Romeyn Taylor

Under $100:
Kathryn Gray
Daniel Pinkerton
Daniel J.M. Schally
Dr. Carol Urness  

Kann Memorial Lecture:
$1,000 and over:
Peter R. Kann

Under $500:
Prof. John W. Boyer
Louis Gebhard
Prof. Charles C. Herod

Recent 
Donors dear

	 When	I	first	began	writing	this	message,	we	were	just	beginning	spring	semester—the	
midpoint	of	our	academic	year.	Midpoints	are	a	great	time	both	to	reflect	on	our	accom-
plishments	and	to	look	forward	to	our	future.	And	now	that	meteorological	spring	is	
only	about	a	month	away,	we	are	also	thinking	about	renewal.	
	 As	the	Center	rededicates	itself	to	the	study	of	Austria	and	Central	Europe	and	
develops	a	vision	for	the	next	30	years	of	scholarship	and	international	exchange,	we	
hope	that	you	will	help	make	that	vision	a	reality.
	 It	has	been	a	great	year	in	Austrian	Studies.	The	Center’s	redesigned	web	site	and	the	
new	look	for	this	newsletter	have	reenergized	all	of	us	who	care	about	the	Center.	Even	
more	importantly,	new	gifts	are	supporting	the	Center’s	work	in	local	and	international	
outreach	and	growing	our	first	fellowship	endowment,	the	William	E.	Wright	Fellow-
ship	in	Central	European	History.
	 As	many	of	you	know,	the	University	of	Minnesota	is	striving	to	become	one	of	the	
top	three	research	institutions	in	the	world.	The	Center	is	an	important	partner	in	
the	university’s	transformation.	In	a	higher	education	environment	that	is	increasingly	
competitive,	your	gifts	enable	us	to	attract	scholars	who	will	bring	acclaim	to	the	Center	
among	our	peers	at	other	research	institutions	around	the	world.	
	 For	what	we	have	achieved,	we	owe	you	our	continuing	gratitude.	Your	gifts	have	put	
us	in	the	international	spotlight	and	made	our	Center	a	magnet	for	students	and	schol-
ars	from	around	the	world.	Your	continuing	generosity	will	keep	them	coming.	It	will	
keep	us	on	the	leading	edge	of	scholarship	in	a	global	arena.	And	it	will	help	us	continue	
to	build	connections	among	scholars,	students,	and	the	international	community—to	
bridge	resources	in	Austria,	Central	Europe,	the	EU,	and	Minnesota.
	 As	we	turn	our	calendars	to	spring,	we’re	also	looking	forward	to	celebrating	the	
Center’s	30th	anniversary.	We	hope	that	you	will	join	us	for	our	gala	event	on	April	27	
at	the	Minneapolis	Woman’s	Club.	(By	now,	you	should	have	received	a	red	save-the-
date	postcard	in	the	mail.)	We	will	have	much	to	celebrate—above	all,	your	generosity,	
which	has	supported	the	Center’s	sustained	contributions	to	our	knowledge	of	Austria	
and	Central	Europe	over	the	past	thirty	years.
	 I	can	promise	you	a	memorable	evening—with	a	lovely	dinner,	musical	performances	
by	Voices	of	Vienna,	and	an	appearance	by	Austrian	Ambassador	Eva	Nowotny.	And	I	
am	sure	there	will	be	spirited	conversations	about	the	Center’s	next	30	years.	How	can	
we	shape	that	future	today?	What	will	it	take	to	keep	the	work	of	the	Center	vibrant	
and	meaningful?		How	can	you	be	our	partner	in	expanding	the	reach	of	the	Center?	
	 Thirty	years	ago,	the	Austrian	government	transformed	the	way	the	University	of	
Minnesota	studied	the	legacy	of	the	Habsburg	Empire	by	making	a	million-dollar	gift	
to	endow	the	Center	for	Austrian	Studies.	That	kind	of	transformation	is	still	possible	
today.	For	more	information	about	how	you	can	help	shape	the	center’s	next	30	years,	
please	contact	me	at	612-625-4324	or	walte041@umn.edu.

Diane R. Walters
Major Gifts Officer, CLA

Letter from the Director from page 3
Policy	 in	Europe	after	 the	Welfare	State:	The	Experience	of	Austria	and	
the	Smaller	States.”		In	a	new	departure,	we	will	also	present	the	conference	
participants	to	seminars	on	campus	and	to	workshops	of	local	and	regional	
policy	 practitioners.	 In	 the	 meantime,	 the	 Center	 will	 increase	 its	 public	
education	and	community	outreach	programs	and	augment	the	fellowship	
support	it	offers	to	Minnesota	graduate	students	interested	in	Austria	and	
Central	Europe.
	 My	colleagues	and	I	are	proud	of	the	Center’s	many	notable	accomplish-

ments	over	the	last	three	decades	and	are	working	on	important	new	initia-
tives	to	continue	the	Center’s	best	traditions.	We	are	grateful	to	our	various	
audiences	 and	 hope	 that	 we	 continue	 to	 make	 a	 difference	 in	 your	 lives.	
Continuing	our	successful	existing	programs	and	mounting	new	initiatives	
will	require	increased	external	support,	be	it	from	grants,	co-sponsorships,	
or	donations.	See	Diane	Walters’s	column	on	this	page	for	information	on	
opportunities	for	contributing	to	CAS.

Gary B. Cohen

The Center is grateful to the generosity of the 
following individuals who gave to us between 
July 1 and December 31, 2006. 
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Claudia Fritsche: 
Small 
is 
Beautiful

Claudia Fritsche smiles a lot. And laughs a lot, too. And why 
not? She spent years training for a job that didn’t exist. She 
has been highly successful in a field that has traditionally 
been dominated by men. And now she has a job she loves 
that requires her to put people at ease. Meet Liechtenstein’s 
Ambassador to the United States—and learn a few things about 
her and her country that you didn’t know before.

interview by Daniel Pinkerton
photographs by Everett Ayoubzadah

ASN:	Liechtenstein has existed as a principality for centuries, but even our readers 
might not know the basics of its history. Let’s start there.
CF:	I’d	be	happy	to.	Liechtenstein	came	 into	existence	 in	1719	when	Prince	
Johann	Adam	bought	the	counties	of	Schellenberg	and	Vaduz	(in	1699	and	
1712,	respectively),	joining	them	and	elevating	them	to	the	rank	of	an	imperial	
principality	in	1719.	

ASN:	Within the Holy Roman Empire?
CF:	Yes.	He	bought	the	two	counties	so	he	could	gain	a	seat	in	the	Assembly	
at	the	Imperial	Court	in	Vienna.	For	that	he	needed	to	prove	that	he	owned	an	
independent	territory.	But	he	and	his	successors	did	not	live	in	Liechtenstein.	
Their	residence	was	in	and	around	Vienna	and	the	properties	that	they	owned	
in	 what	 is	 today	 the	 Czech	 Republic.	 Franz	 Joseph	 II,	 the	 father	 of	 today’s	
reigning	prince,	was	the	first	prince	to	reside	in	Liechtenstein.	But	we	did	not	
become	a	sovereign	state	until	1806,	when	we	joined	the	Rheinbund.	We	owe	
our	sovereignty	to	Napoleon.	

ASN:	And 2006 is your bicentennial. Congratulations! Yet Liechtenstein has only 
recently stepped onto the larger world stage and joined the EU.
CF:	We	do	have	a	mutually	advantageous	relationship	with	the	EU,	but	please	
remember	that	Liechtenstein	is	not	a	member.

ASN:	I didn’t know that.
CF:	Almost	15	years	ago,	we	chose	to	seek	a	relationship	with	the	European	
Union	that	would	be	outside	of	full	membership	for	a	while.	And	we	are	not	
the	only	ones.	There	are	two	other	countries	that	did	the	same	thing:	Iceland	
and	Norway.	We	all	had	to	negotiate	quite	some	time	to	reach	an	agreement,	
which	is	called	the	European	Economic	Area	Treaty	(EEA)	or	Europäischer	

Wirtschaftsraum.	This	enables	the	three	countries	to	have	full	access	to	
the	EU	markets	while	implementing	a	considerable	part	of	the	respec-
tive	EU	legislation,	but	without	full	membership—meaning	without,	of	
course,	full	capability	to	participate	in	the	decision	making	process.	The	
EEA	has	been	in	effect	since	1995,	and	it	 is	working	well.	It	has	ben-
efited	our	economy—indeed,	 for	Liechtenstein	 it	 is	 the	 ideal	solution.	
How	things	will	stand	10	years	from	now	remains	to	be	seen.	

ASN:	Liechtenstein could have chosen one of three paths: membership in the 
EU, negotiating bilaterally on every single issue (as Switzerland does), and 
joining the EEA. What are the advantages of the EEA?
CF:	Bilateral	negotiation	on	every	single	issue	is	a	cumbersome	process.	
With	the	EEA,	we	have	all	the	freedoms	that	are	necessary	for	us	cov-
ered	in	one	agreement.	Because	Liechtenstein	is	not	a	full	member,	its	
financial	contribution	is	much	less.	Also,	given	the	present	structures	of	
the	EU	it	would	be	impossible	for	Liechtenstein	to	become	a	member,	
because	we	could	never	come	up	with	the	necessary	number	of	person-
nel	to	participate	in	all	the	meetings	and	to	guarantee	representation	on	
all	the	committees.	Malta	and	Cyprus	have	joined	now,	and	you	might	
assume	that	the	EU	already	accommodates	small	entities;	but	both	coun-
tries	are	quite	a	bit	bigger	than	Liechtenstein.	We	have	a	population	of	
approximately	35,000.	Malta	has	a	population	of	more	than	200,000.	

ASN:	When did you establish membership in the United Nations?
CF:	 In	1990.	I	represented	Liechtenstein	 in	the	UN	for	12	years.	We	
had	 to	 define	 priority	 issues	 in	 which	 we	 wanted	 to	 engage	 ourselves	
right	 from	 the	 start	 because	 again,	 Liechtenstein,	 wherever	 we	 have	 a	
diplomatic	representation,	can	only	have	a	very	small	staff.	The	govern-
ment	 defined	 from	 the	 very	 beginning	 that	 we	 would	 concentrate	 on	
issues	related	to	human	rights	and	international	law.	For	a	small	country	
like	Liechtenstein,	human	rights	issues	are	a	credible	issue	in	which	we	
can	engage	ourselves.	 It	 is	 easier	 for	a	 small	 country	 to	be	outspoken,	
because	some	of	these	issues	are	delicate,	and	of	course	a	small	nation	
is	concerned	that	the	rest	of	the	world	respects	the	international	norms	
and	standards	set	by	the	United	Nations.	Liechtenstein	must	promote	



11
Spring 2007

the	codification	of	 international	 law.	 It	 is	 the	only	
protection	 we	 have.	 We	 are	 a	 country	 without	 a	
military	force,	we	are	a	country	without	any	defense	
agreement	with	any	of	our	neighbors,	and	we	are	a	
country	with	a	vulnerable	economy.	Also,	we	were	
and	 still	 are	 engaged	 in	UN	reform,	because	once	
again	we	can	be	a	credible	bridge	builder	if	there	are	
difficult	negotiations.	We	can	mediate	between	the	
extreme	positions.	That’s	our	role	within	the	inter-
national	community.	

ASN:	 In 2002, Liechtenstein named a resident 
ambassador to the United States for the first time. Is 
this unusual? In how many countries does Liechten-
stein have an embassy?	
CF:	We	have	eight	diplomatic	representations.	We	
have	embassies	in	Berlin	and	Bern,	Switzerland.	In	
Geneva,	we	have	UN,	WTO,	and	EFTA	delegation.	
In	Strasbourg,	we	have	a	Council	of	Europe	delega-
tion.	 In	 Brussels,	 we	 have	 an	 embassy	 that	 is	 also	
the	office	of	our	representation	to	the	EU.	We	have	
an	embassy	 in	Vienna	 that	also	covers	 the	United	
Nations	 and	 the	 Organization	 for	 Security	 and	
Cooperation	in	Europe,	both	of	which	are	 located	
there.	Outside	of	Europe	we	have	our	embassy	 in	
Washington	 and	 our	 United	 Nations	 delegation	
in	New	York.	The	whole	 foreign	 service	of	Liech-
tenstein	comprises	around	25	diplomats,	including	
everybody	abroad.

ASN:	For a country your size that’s appropriate. But 
why establish an embassy in the US and not, say, 
China or London?
CF:	 First,	 we	 export	 more	 to	 the	 US	 than	 we	 do	
to	 any	 of	 our	 neighboring	 countries.	 We	 employ	
roughly	4,000	here	in	the	United	States.	About	six	
or	seven	companies	here	in	the	United	States	con-
tribute	 some	 products	 for	 niche	 markets.	 Second,	
over	the	years	the	government	came	to	the	conclu-
sion	 that	 even	 countries	 as	 small	 as	 Liechtenstein	
can	no	longer	afford	not	to	have	a	presence	in	Wash-
ington	to	represent	 its	 interests	 right	 there	on	the	
spot.	Third,	when	our	financial	sector	came	under	a	
lot	of	criticism	from	the	financial	action	task	force	
of	 the	 OECD	 in	 early	 2000,	 we	 realized	 that	 we	
needed	to	have	a	strong	partner	like	the	US	on	our	
side.	

ASN:	Was this when Liechtenstein’s banking industry 
enacted new measures to be sure that it was not being 
used to launder money by criminals and terrorist orga-
nizations?
CF:	That	is	correct.	In	2000,	we	were	put	on	a	black-
list	by	the	FATF	and	accused	of	being	not	coopera-
tive	when	it	came	to	fighting	money	laundering.	This	
was	 a	 rude	 awakening	 for	 our	 financial	 industry,	
and	the	government	took	drastic	measures.	We	first	
asked	a	prosecutor	 from	a	neighboring	country	 to	
prepare	an	extensive	report	on	the	shortcomings	of	
our	system.	That	report,	which	we	received	within	
three	months,	said	that	enforcement	of	the	existing	
statutes	was	lax.	Within	one	year—and	I	must	say,	
to	this	day	this	seems	like	quite	an	achievement—
we	doubled	 the	number	of	 judges,	nearly	doubled	

the	number	of	prosecutors,	created	a	financial	 intelligence	unit,	and	established	financial	 super-
visory	mechanisms.	We	were	delisted	within	one	year.	Unfortunately,	being	put	on	the	blacklist	
makes	the	headlines,	and	being	delisted	doesn’t.	Even	more	than	five	years	after	the	delisting,	it	is	
still	part	of	my	task	to	put	the	record	straight.	

ASN:	I’ll bet Lichtenstein’s parliament is rather small.
CF:	It	is.	We	have	a	25	member	parliament	that	is	elected	every	four	years.	During	the	election	
campaign,	each	of	our	three	parties	announces	who	their	ministers	would	be	if	they	win.	When	
the	election	is	over,	the	party	that	forms	the	government—a	coalition	government	at	the	moment,	
which	is	not	unusual	for	us—comes	to	the	prince	and	formally	proposes	the	composition	of	the	
government	to	the	Prince.	He	then	appoints	the	ministers,	including	the	Prime	Minister.	

ASN:	Let’s talk, at least briefly, about you and your career. There are only 25 diplomats in all of Liech-
tenstein and you got to be one of them. How did you go about doing this? What did you study at uni-
versity?
CF:	My	career	is	somewhat	unusual.	Although	I	assume	I	have	been	doing	my	job	well,	I	am	the	
only	member	of	our	foreign	service	without	a	university	education.	

ASN:	How did this happen?	
CF:	I	grew	up	in	Liechtenstein	when	secondary	education,	namely	the	Gymnasium,	which	is	our	
stepping	stone	to	university,	was	not	open	to	girls.	Parents	who	wanted	their	daughters	to	pursue	a	
university	education	had	to	send	them	to	boarding	school	in	either	Switzerland	or	Austria,	and	not	
everybody	could	afford	that.	Therefore,	without	a	Gymnasium	or	a	university	degree,	I	have	served	
my	government	for	more	than	32	years.	I	started	as	the	personal	assistant	to	the	prime	minister	in	
1970,	and	for	four	years	I	traveled	the	world.	When	I	came	back	I	started	in	a	section	of	the	prime	
minister’s	office	that	was	in	the	process	of	being	made	a	separate	ministry.	The	Office	for	Foreign	
Affairs,	though	tiny,	has	been,	for	over	twenty-five	years,	a	fully	fledged	operation	with	the	foreign	
minister	at	its	head.	I	was	lucky	enough	to	be	able	to	work	there	at	an	early	stage	and	be	mentored	
by	some	wonderful	people.

ASN:	Who were they?
CF:	The	first	was	Graf	Gerliczy-Burian,	whose	task	it	was	to	establish	the	foreign	office,	to	give	it	
a	structure.	He	taught	me	what	it	takes	to	become	a	diplomat	and	he	introduced	me	step	by	step	
to	all	the	activities,	the	way	in	which	one	had	to	work.	I	learned	a	great	deal	from	him.	The	second	
was	the	then	prime	minister	Hans	Brunhart,	who	entrusted	me	with	the	task	of	becoming	the	first	
ambassador	to	the	United	Nations.	The	fact	that	he convinced	the	government	to	recommend	my	
appointment	to	His	Highness	the	Prince	is	quite	remarkable.	Part	of	the	reason	why	women	in	
Liechtenstein	really	started	much,	much	later	than	women	in	other	parts	of	Europe	to	make	social,	
economic,	and	educational	progress	is	the	fact	that	in	Liechtenstein,	women	did	not	attain	the	right	
to	vote	and	to	be	elected	until	1984.	

continued on page 13
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SCeNeS from a SeMeSTeR:

FALL 2006

Clockwise from top left: 
Fionnuala Ní Aoláin, 
Univ. of Minnesota Law 
School and Univ. of 
Ulster (Belfast), who gave 
a talk on “The European 
Legal System Responds 
to Terrorism: Balancing 
Human Rights and 
Security;” Carola Sachse, 
History, University 
of Vienna, whose talk 
was entitled, “On Men 
and the Animals: The 
Vivisection Debate 
in late 19th Century 
Germany;”and, left to 
right, Linda Andrean 
and Barbara Reiterer 
paint an infomercial for 
CAS on the Washington 
Avenue bridge.
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is	why	in	our	area	the	Slavs	called	the	Bavarians	the	Nemci,	
the	mute	ones.		But	then	of	course	Nemci	is	now	the	Slavic	
name	for	all	Germans.	But	first	this	connotation	came	up	in	
the	eastern	Bavarian	territories.	

ASN:	When you spoke about Jews, you said that the first record 
you know of that mentioned them was from the early 9th century. 
But in Germany, the first records date to the 4th century.	
HW:	This	is	something	we	cannot	account	for.	I	don’t	want	
to	exclude	the	possibility	that	Jews	were	living	in	what	is	now	
Austria	earlier	that	the	9th	century,	but	I	have	no	 informa-
tion.	The	15th	volume	of	Austrian History,	which	I	have	been	
editing	since	1994,	is	the	history	of	the	Jews	in	Austria.	One	
of	my	former	students	is	writing	the	essay	on	ancient	times	
and	the	Middle	Ages,	and	she	has	found	no	evidence	of	earlier	
settlement.	There	is	a	mention	of	Jews	before	the	9th	century,	
but	 this	 is	 just	 in	 the	synodical	minutes.	 It’s	 the	duty	of	an	
archbishop	and	a	bishop	to	hold	a	synod,	and	among	the	issues	
discussed	there	is	the	Good	Friday	Prayer	for	the	conversion	
of	the	Jews.	But	you	find	evidence	for	this	obligation	all	over	
the	Frankish	Kingdom	and	in	Salzburg,	too.	Therefore,	this	
does	not	necessarily	mean	that	there	were	Jews	around.

ASN:	In your paper, you say historians in your particular field 
have to fight against the past being used in certain ways. Could 
you talk about that?	
HW: We	could	talk	until	tomorrow	evening	if	you	wanted!	
The	 past	 influences	 our	 language	 and	 our	 language	 influ-
ences	our	present	day	activity.	I’ll	give	you	an	example:	school	
books	say,	“In	488-89	the	Romans	left	the	Danube	and	went	
home	to	Italy.”	Are	these	the	same	Romans	who	came	to	the	
Danube	 in	 55	 A.D.?	 It’s	 impossible.	 Imagine	 if	 somebody	
would	say,	“In	the	year	1938-39	the	Jews	left	the	country	and	
went	 home.”	According	 to	Austrian	 law,	 you	 could	 sue	 this	
man	and	bring	him	to	trial	for	this	outrageous	statement.	But	
still	right	now,	too	many	Austrians	say	people	born	in	Vienna,	
and	whose	parents	and	soon	grandparents	were	also	born	in	
Vienna,	should	go	home	to	Turkey.	I	really	hate	this	idea!	In	
488,	some	2,000	people	were	forced	to	leave	the	Danube	cas-
tles	because	the	last	Roman	army,	which	had	just	conquered	
a	 barbarian	 tribe,	 withdrew	 from	 the	 Danube	 region	 for	
good.	These	people	didn’t	freely	leave	the	country.	They	were	
Romans	who	had	lived	there	for	generations,	as	the	Jews	lived	
here	for	generations	and	were	Austrians	like	the	rest	of	us,	as	
the	Turks	already	have	lived	and	will	live	in	Vienna	and	Aus-
tria.	We	really	have	 to	 take	care	and	fight	xenophobia	with	
historical	evidence.	

ASN:	History shouldn’t be the engine for prejudice and bias.	
HW: This	is	my	opinion	and	I	would	fight	for	it.	Just	before	
the	Serbs	started	killing	Croatians	and	vice	versa,	I	gave	a	talk	
about	exactly	this	issue	at	Belgrade.	But	it	didn’t	go	over	well.	
(laughs)

ASN:	As I think about all that you’ve said, I see an intercon-
nectedness between the peoples in this era. 
HW:	There	still	 is,	but	not	everyone	realizes	 it.	But	people	
in	 the	 early	 Middle	Ages	 had	 a	 great	 advantage:	 they	 were	
needed.	There	was	an	extreme	lack	of	manpower	and	skilled	
labor.	 The	 leading	 strata	 needed	 people	 who	 could	 make	
cheese,	make	salt,	mine	copper,	mine	gold,	and	this	was	the	
indigenous	population.		v

WOLFRAM from page 7

ASN:	Prince Hans-Adam II founded a research institute, the Liechtenstein Institute on Self-
Determination (LISD), at Princeton. Why? And why did he choose Princeton as its home?	
CF:	Self-determination	may	not	seem	like	a	vital	issue	to	Liechtenstein’s	national	inter-
ests.	It	is,	however,	an	important	issue,	and	one	that	can	be	more	effectively	tackled	by	a	
country	that	does	not	have	any	hidden	agenda	or	interest	of	 its	own	to	pursue.	Prince	
Hans-Adam	II	met	Prof.	Wolfgang	Danspeckgruber,	who	is	Austrian,	in	the	late	1980s.	
It	was	mainly	because	of	this	contact	that	the	Prince	decided	to	establish	the	research	
program,	 later	 the	Institute,	at	Princeton.	Furthermore,	Princeton	was	chosen	because	
the	topic	of	self-determination	fits	very	well	within	the	scope	of	the	Woodrow	Wilson	
School,	and	the	geographic	proximity	to	New	York	allows	the	involvement	of	UN	repre-
sentatives	in	a	number	of	LISD	activities.	v

Claudia Fritsche from page 11

the sun never
sets onCAS

CAS and the Commisssion for Cultural Studies and History of Theatre of the Austrian 
Academy of Sciences cosponsored “Multiculturalism: The Central European Experience and 
Its Impact on Identity Formation in a Globalized World.” Above, the Rockefeller Founda-
tion’s estate at Bellagio, Italy (molta bella!), where the conference was held from September 
11-15. Below, left to right, attendees Alison Fleig Frank, Maureen Healy, and Patrice Dab-
rowski on break. What’s next for CAS—Mallorca? Bali?
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Publications:	News	and	Reviews

Alison	Fleig	Frank.	Oil Empire: Visions of Prosperity in Austrian Galicia.	
Cambridge:	 Harvard	 University	 Press,	 2005.	 ISBN	 0-674-01887-7.	
366	pp.,	halftones,	maps,	charts.	Cloth,	$49.95,	€46.10.

	 Alison	 Frank	 takes	“a	 little	 known	 curiosity”	 (4)—the	 Galician	 oil	
boom	 of	 the	 late	 nineteenth	 and	 early	 twentieth	 centuries—and	 has	
written	of	it	one	of	the	boldest	and	most	original	histories	of	East	Cen-
tral	 Europe	 to	 appear	 in	 a	 long	 time.	 Frank	 weaves	 a	 marvelous	 tale	
about	a	commodity	bubbling	up	from	under	the	earth’s	surface	(in	what	
happened	to	be	Galicia)	and	the	myriad	characters	“who	hoped	to	use	oil	
to	achieve	a	certain	goal”(5).	How	to	classify	the	book	is	a	challenge:	it	
is	local	history,	with	jealous	peasants	out-pumping	their	neighbors,	and	
international	history,	with	Standard	Oil	out-pumping	Europe	and	the	
rest	of	the	world.	It	 is	environmental	history,	documenting	the	conse-
quences	(gushers,	fires,	fish	kills)	of	haphazard	extraction	of	this	liquid	
gold,	and	business	history,	 complete	with	an	Enron-style	 scandal	 that	
destroyed	a	Galician	oil	pioneer	and	champion	of	Polish	social	and	eco-
nomic	development.	It	is,	in	sum,	a	madcap	history	of	modernity	from	
the	fringes	of	the	Habsburg	Monarchy.
	 Galicia?	Oil?	While	80	percent	of	turn-of-the-century	Galicians	still	
earned	a	living	from	agriculture,	by	1909	the	oil	fields	of	the	province	

made	Austria-Hungary	 the	 third-largest	 oil-producing	 region	 in	 the	 world.	
While	mid-nineteenth	century	Galicians	knew	they	had	oil—it	appeared	in	
puddles	after	rainfall—it	was	a	“peripheral	product”(49).	Its	primary	value	lay	
in	 the	 petroleum	 by-product,	 kerosene,	 used	 for	 lighting	 homes	 and	 public	
places.	Only	later	was	it	used	to	fuel	engines	and	furnaces.	A	stark	example	
of	the	delayed	recognition	of	oil’s	value	came	in	the	First	World	War.	Frank	
writes	that	Russian	troops	occupying	Galicia	did	not	make	much	use	of	local	
oil	 stocks	 and	 in	 retreat	 left	 parts	 of	 the	 Galician	 oil	 infrastructure	 intact	
(188).	
	 Who	controlled	the	land	and	mineral	rights,	and	thus	who	stood	to	profit	
from	the	extraction	of	oil,	are	central	questions	of	Frank’s	book.	Surprisingly,	
Austria-Hungary	 ultimately	 gave	 mineral	 rights	 to	 petroleum	 products	 to	
private	landowners	(American	style)	rather	than	to	a	state	body	that	granted	
concessions	to	these	resources	in	return	for	royalties.	But	this	decision	came	
only	after	a	series	of	dizzying	legal	reversals	culminating	in	the	Imperial	Petro-
leum	Law	of	1884.	In	fact,	the	law	was	a	hybrid	solution	to	the	private	vs.	state	
conundrum,	one	that	showed	that	“local	politicians	and	local	interest	groups	
were	able	to	hold	their	own	against	the	central	government”	(74).
	 The	last	two	decades	of	the	nineteenth	century	saw	a	consolidation	of	the	
oil	industry.	Most	of	the	205	oil	and	wax	companies	operating	in	1881	were	
small-time	operations	 run	primarily	by	Galician	 Jews.	But	 joint-stock	com-
panies	 with	 capital	 from	 outside	 Galicia	 came	 to	 dominate	 the	 industry	 by	
century’s	end.	Frank	charts	this	transformation	through	the	lives	of	two	lively	
characters,	neither	of	Galician	origin,	who	were	guided	by visions of prosperity	
(the	subtitle	of	the	book)	both	for	themselves	and	for	the	Polish	nation:	Wil-
liam	Henry	MacGarvey	and	Stanislaw	Szczepanowski.	The	former,	a	Cana-
dian	transplant,	became	a	Galician	oil	magnate.	The	latter,	who	served	in	the	
Imperial	Parliament	in	Vienna	as	well	as	the	Galician	Provincial	Diet	in	L’viv,	
believed	that	“Poland’s	salvation”	lay	in	economic	development	and	industri-
alization.	Through	his	oil-driven	civilizing	mission,	Szczepanowski	sought	to	
remedy	desperate	social	conditions	in	the	province	and	to	“make	our	society	
equal	to	the	civilized	nations”	(89).	
	 Among	those	whose	fates	Szczepanowksi	and	frustrated	Galician	socialists	
hoped	to	elevate	were	the	worker-peasants	laboring	in	the	oilfields.	They	were	
liminal	wage	laborers	who	retained	strong	ties	to	their	villages,	and	Frank	finds	
“no	signs	at	any	point	in	the	nineteenth	century	that	they	were	interested	in	
class-oriented	action”	(123).	She	insists	on	the	elastic	nature	of	identity:	“Oil	
workers	had	multiple	identities	that	confuse	Marxists	and	students	of	nation-
alism,	but	that	did	not	confuse	the	workers	themselves.	They	were	workers,	
but	also	peasants—and	young	bachelors,	and	alcoholics,	and	Roman	Catho-
lics,	 and	 Greek	 Catholics,	 or	 Jews,	 and	 in	 some	 cases,	 but	 not	 all,	 Poles	 or	
Ukrainians”	(250).	
	 Oil Empire	is	at	one	level	a	history	of	failure,	a	boom	to	bust	story	in	which	
abundance	of	oil	did	not	 lead	to	prosperity.	This	 is	evident	 in	 the	epidemic	
of	overproduction	that	plagued	the	industry	at	the	turn	of	the	century.	Too	
many	companies	were	pumping	too	much	oil,	without	the	means	to	export	it	
abroad	or	even	to	store	it	in	proper	reservoirs.	Because	Galician	oil	had	to	be	
transported	overland	rather	than	by	sea,	Galicians	could	not	compete,	even	in	
Germany,	with	the	lower	prices	offered	by	Standard	Oil.	An	abundant	“domes-
tic”	supply	of	petroleum	would	have	seemed	a	boon	for	Austria-Hungary	in	
World	War	I,	but	the	 lack	of	 infrastructure	made	transport	of	oil	 from	far-
flung	Boryslaw	and	Drohobycz	to	Vienna,	Bohemia	and	the	naval	bases	on	the	
Adriatic	difficult	and	highly	inefficient.	Lacking	foresight,	the	imperial	state	at	
war	had	failed	to	take	full	advantage	of	its	oil	riches.
		 In	eastern	Galicia	the	war	continued	after	1918,	with	control	of	the	oil	fields	
hotly	 disputed	 between	 Poles	 and	 Ukrainians.	 Both	 sides	 made	 rhetorical	

A marvelous, relevant tale 
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Maria	N.	Todorova.	Balkan Family Structure and the European Pattern: Demographic Devel-
opments in Ottoman Bulgaria.	2nd	edition.	New	York:	CEU	Press,	2006.	ISBN:	963-7326-
45-6.	249	pp.,	maps,	tables,	figs.	Cloth,	$41.95.	

	 While	 there	 is	 considerable	 scholarship	 in	English	on	 family	history	 in	other	parts	of	
Europe,	works	on	eastern	and	southeastern	Europe	are	rarer.	One	strand	of	investigation	
has	sought	to	make	geographic	comparisons	and	categorizations	of	European	families,	but	
owing	to	the	lack	of	appropriate	research,	Todorova	believes	that	this	has	led	to	overgen-
eralizations	 concerning	 southeastern	 European	 families.	 Indeed,	 the	 Balkans	 are	 seldom	
specifically	mentioned	in	regional	categorizations.	Todorova	proposes	to	correct	traditional	
stereotypes	about	the	placement	of	the	Balkans	in	typologies	of	European	families	by	syn-
thesizing	existing	sources	and	research.	She	does	this	by	examining	household	size,	struc-
ture,	and	formation	in	a	comparative	European	perspective.	This	book	is	an	update	of	her	
original	1993	edition.	
	 Todorova	concentrates	on	late	nineteenth-century	Bulgaria,	a	time	marked	by	the	estab-
lishment	of	national	states	following	the	decline	of	the	Ottoman	Empire	and	by	significant	
socio-economic	changes.	This	period	preceded	the	demographic	revolution	in	the	Balkans,	
the	period	of	transformation	from	a	traditional	pattern	of	high	fertility	and	high	mortality	
to	the	contemporary	pattern	of	low	fertility	and	low	mortality.	For	the	author,	Bulgaria	is	
“really	and	entirely	Balkan”	because	 it	 is	more	 remote	 from	the	borders	of	 the	Ottoman	
Empire	and	thus	more	isolated	from	outside	influences	and	also	because	it	witnessed	fewer	
population	movements.
	 The	paucity	of	sources	for	family	history	in	the	Balkans	represents	a	major	hurdle	for	
researchers.	Most	religious	and	secular	records	served	fiscal	purposes.	Nonetheless,	they	are	
all	that	are	available.	Todorova	points	out	that	while	the	overall	representativeness	of	these	
sources	is	“rather	questionable,”	they	are	not	atypical	for	this	kind	of	research.
	 The	author	examines	her	subject	with	chapters	on	the	usual	components	of	comparative	
family	history,	beginning	with	a	chapter	on	the	age	and	sex	structure	of	the	population.	She	
follows	this	with	chapters	on	marriage,	birth	and	fertility,	death	and	mortality,	and	family	
structure	and	size	before	concluding	with	a	chapter	concentrating	on	the	zadruga, a	specific	
type	of	large	complex	household	frequently	discussed	in	Balkan	family	history.
	 The	age	structure	was	typical	for	pre-transition	European	populations	heavily	weighted	
in	the	lower	ages	as	a	result	of	high	fertility	and	high	mortality.	The	sex	structure,	however,	
was	atypical,	showing	a	higher	than	usual	proportion	of	males	to	females.	Todorova	believes	
that	this	represents	the	true	historical	situation,	rather	than	an	artifact	of	the	sources,	and	
discusses	factors	that	could	have	contributed	to	it:	higher	female	mortality,	the	overall	age	
structure,	limited	emigration,	and	higher	male	immigration.
	 In	marriage—an	important	component	of	the	demographic	transition—Todorova	finds	
an	 important	 contrast	 between	 the	 Balkan	 and	 other	 European	 experiences.	 Europeans	
generally	responded	to	the	new	social,	economic	and	demographic	conditions	by	changing	
their	marital	behavior	(in	particular	by	delaying	marriage)	thereby	contributing	to	lowered	
fertility.	In	the	Balkans,	fertility	declined	without	accompanying	changes	in	marriage	pat-
terns.	Here	marriage	continued	to	take	place	at	early	ages	and	to	be	nearly	universal.
	 In	the	populations	studied	by	the	author,	“only	a	woman	with	children	was	considered	
a	woman”	(55).	If	there	were	no	children	after	a	year	of	marriage,	women	would	call	in	a	
“wise-woman”	for	help.	The	community	scorned	infertile	women,	considering	them	poten-
tial	whores,	not	considering	husbands	as	potential	causes	of	childlessness.

	 Todorova’s	 sources	 do	 not	 allow	 for	 computation	 of	
fertility	 rates,	 as	 figures	 for	 total	 population	 are	 lacking.	
However,	 by	 reconstructing	 individual	 reproductive	 his-
tories,	 she	 is	 able	 to	 come	 to	 some	 tentative	 conclusions	
about	fertility.	These	point	to	rates	of	over	five	children	per	
couple	as	being	quite	usual.	Childbearing	normally	lasted	
for	twenty	years,	with	newborns	spaced	on	average	twenty-
seven	months	apart.
	 Infant	 mortality	 rates	 in	 Bulgaria	 corresponded	 with	
those	in	Western	Europe,	averaging	around	225	per	1000	
into	 the	1880s	when	 it	began	to	decline.	Overall	mortal-
ity	rates	are	difficult	to	determine	due	to	the	lack	of	total	
population	 figures,	 but	 evidence	 points	 to	 comparatively	
high	figures	for	Bulgaria.
	 The	 variety	 of	 multilingual	 sources	 makes	 discussions	
of	 household	 size	 and	 structure	 difficult	 in	 southeastern	
Europe.	Todorova	discusses	the	range	of	terms	used	in	the	
sources	 that	may	refer	 to	 the	household	and	that	 remain	
open	to	(mis-)interpretation	by	family	historians.	She	finds	
that	while	household	size	was	not	different	from	Western	
Europe,	overall	the	Balkans	were	characterized	by	a	greater	
number	 of	 households	 with	 a	 complex	 structure	 (those	
with	multiple	married	couples	and/or	extended	kin),	and	
the	persistence	of	such	households	far	 later	than	was	the	
case	in	the	west.
	 Todorova,	in	her	chapter	on	the	zadruga,	argues	that	the	
term	has	become	too	imprecise	and	the	multigenerational	
household	 form	 even	 mythologized	 to	 the	 point	 of	 near	
irrelevance	for	quantitative	demographic	analysis.	

Revision or
reprint?
Classic Balkan history still valuable,
but may be showing its age
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Tamás	 Kieselbach,	 ed.	 Modern Hungarian Painting 1892-1919.	 Budapest:	 Kieselbach	 Gallery	 and	
Auction	House,	2003.	ISBN: 963 212 436 7. 639 pp., 943 color plates. Cloth, €75. Tamás Kieselbach,ISBN:	963	212	436	7.	639 pp., 943 color plates. Cloth, €75. Tamás Kieselbach,639	pp.,	943	color	plates.	Cloth,	€75.	Tamás	Kieselbach,	
ed.	Modern Hungarian Painting 1919-1964.	Budapest:	Kieselbach	Gallery	and	Auction	House,	2004.	
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	 It	 is	never	easy	 to	change	cultural	preconceptions	barnacled	with	geopolitical	anachronisms	and	
hoary	approaches	to	assumptions	about	value.	It	seems	especially	difficult	to	effect	such	changes	in	
the	visual	arts.	One	can	only	welcome,	therefore,	the	two	substantial	volumes	under	review,	which	are	
devoted	to	the	ambitious	task	of	challenging	preconceptions	about	Hungarian	painting,	not	the	least	
because	there	is	good	reason	to	hope	that	they	will	be	successful	in	their	common	aim.	
	 These	 two	books,	 each	of	 them	considerably	 larger	 than	 the	grandest	coffee	 table	book	you	can	
imagine,	are	by	no	means	coffee	table	books,	even	if	they	did	appear	just	before	Christmas	in	their	
respective	years	of	publication.	On	the	contrary,	they	are	very	thoughtful	and	serious	examples	of	a	
refreshingly	new	approach	to	modern	Hungarian	painting,	one	that	attempts	to	challenge	the	stub-
bornly	old-fashioned	way	of	thinking	about	Hungarian	art	in	terms	of	stylistic	groups,	and	likewise	
the	old-fashioned	presentation	of	artistic	oeuvres	 in	a	 series	of	bland	monographs	on	well	known	
masters	or	groups	of	artists.	The	editor	of	the	two	volumes,	the	art	historian	Tamás	Kieselbach,	who	
is	also	the	owner	of	one	of	Budapest´s	best	known	auction	houses,	has	chosen	to	group	the	pictures	of	
sometimes	very	different	artists	on	the	basis	not	only	of		subject	matter,	but	also	according	to	certain	
notable	features,	such	as	the	handling	of	light	or	iconography.	The	selection	follows	a	roughly	chrono-
logical	principle,	so	that	masters	belonging	to	different	generations	frequently	exhibit	unexpected	kin-
ship	in	their	art,	an	approach	which	again	breaks	out	of	the	routine	of	Hungarian	art	history,	which	
normally	divides	periods	by	following	generational	patterns.	
	 Kieselbach	has	written	brief	prefaces	to	each	volume,	while	concise	essays	about	the	different	schools	
and	masters	are	written	by	specialists	on	their	works.	There	are	seventeen	essays	in	the	first	volume,	
eighteen	in	the	second.	Both	volumes	offer,	in	addition	to	a	select	bibliography,	a	list	of	illustrations	
and	a	comprehensive	index	of	the	works.	There	are	also	short	biographies	of	all	artists	whose	works	
are	reproduced.	Another	 interesting	feature	 is	 the	photo	documentation	of	the	various	exhibitions	
organized	by	the	Kieselbach	Gallery	that	have	vigorously	promoted	the	Hungarian	canon,	together	
with	an	 intriguing	survey	 in	which	ninety-nine	prominent	members	of	 the	Hungarian	artistic	and	
intellectual	elite	named	the	five	modern	Hungarian	artists	whom	they	regarded	to	be	most	outstand-
ing	(Vol.I,	pp.	638-639).	This	survey	in	itself	potentially	offers	rich	material	for	a	study	of	the	Hun-
garian	canon	in	painting,	although	one	should	not	forget	that	the	opinions	of	intellectuals	and	elites	
are	not		necessarily	those	of	the	broader	public.	
	 There	are	some	fine	studies	 in	these	volumes,	an	outstanding	one	being	“Princes,	Counts,	 Idlers	
and	Bourgeois:	A	Hundred	Years	of	Hungarian	Collecting”	by	László	Mravik.	 (Vol.	 I,	pp.	10-34)	
Nevertheless,	 it	 is	not	 these	 comparatively	 short	written	 texts	 (75	pages	 in	 the	first	 volume,	48	 in	

the	second)	which	are	the	most	important	con-
tributions	to	Hungarian	art	history	here,	but	the	
immense	visual	material,	which	comes	not	only	
from	well	known	Hungarian	public	 collections,	
but	 also	 from	 the	 hidden	 private	 collections	
around	the	country.	Never	before	have	so	many	
high-quality	illustrations	and	so	many	previously	
unknown	paintings	been	made	available	in	print.	
And	 the	 number	 of	 undoubted	 masterpieces	 is	
truly	overwhelming—if	nothing	else,	this	would	
be	greatly	to	the	credit	of	Kieselbach,	who	tells	us	
in	the	Preface	to	Vol.	I	that	he	took	twenty-five	
years	 to	 prepare	 this	 unique	 visual	 chronicle	 of	
modern	Hungarian	painting.	After	 the	 collapse	
of	Communism	in	1989,	he	was	one	of	the	first	
art	 historians	 in	 Hungary	 to	 establish	 a	 com-
mercial	 art	gallery	and	auction	house.	Thus,	he	
has	 become	 one	 of	 a	 handful	 of	 experts	 with	 a	
profound		knowledge	of	the	artistic	patrimony	of	
the	 country,	 including	works	which	were	 either	
fogotten	 or	 secretly	 preserved	 in	 small	 private	
collections	during	the	long	decades	of	Socialism.	
	 The	 first	 volume	 covers	 the	 period	 of	 1892-
1919,	from	the	beginning	of	Hungarian	Modern-
ism,	through	the	golden	age	of	visual	culture,	up	
to	the	end	of	the	First	World	War.	It	ends	with	
the	 Commune,	 which	 was	 not	 only	 a	 political	
division,	but	also	a	definite	 caesura	 in	Hungar-
ian	painting	that	radically	changed	both	artistic	
production	 and	 the	 public’s	 perspective	 on	 art.	
The	second	volume	ends	in	the	early	1960s,	since	
Kieselbach	believes	that	art	changed	so	much	in	
Hungary	after	that	decade	that	it	is	too	early	to	
place	it	in	a	historical	perspective	and	arrive	at	a	
balanced	evaluation	of	the	works	produced.	
	 Together	with	his	team,	Marianna	Kolozsváry	
and	Péter	Molnos,	Kieselbach	offers	in	these	two	
books	some	highly	intriguing	and	plausible	mod-
ifications	 of	 the	 canon	 of	 Hungarian	 painting,	
modifications	that,	naturally,	some	other	experts	
and	 connoisseurs	 fiercely	 reject.	 The	 paint-
ing	of	the	period	between	the	two	World	Wars	
has	 particualrly	 benefited	 from	 the	 Kieselbach	
reevaluations,	 notably	 the	 work	 of	 artists	 like	
Gyula	 Batthyány,	 Hugo	 Scheiber,	 Géza	 Vörös	
and	others.	On	the	whole,	the	Kieselbach	team’s	
astonishing	 knowledge	 and	 persuasive	 judge-
ments	have	carried	the	day,	and	the	objectors	to	
their	reappraisals	have	beeen	reduced	to	niggling	
about	comparatively	minor	issues.	Moreover,	by	
communicating	their	views	primarily	through	the	
images	themselves,	the	team	has	upstaged	a	lot	of	
traditional	 art	 historical	 writing.	As	 Kieselbach	
puts	it	in	the	Preface	to	Volume	I,	“	The	paintings	
are	not	mere	illustrations	of	the	text.	They	take	
on	the	leading	role.”	This	is	highly,	but	healthily,	
unorthodox,	 since	 art	 historians	 generally	 use	

A fresh look at modern 
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claims	about	the	ties	of	blood,	sweat	and	oil;	they	mapped	national	claims	
onto	subterranean	deposits	that	followed	the	logic	of	geology	rather	than	of	
nation.	When	Poland	was	awarded	Eastern	Galicia	in	1923,	the	oil	supply	
was	dwindling.	Oil	would	not	be	the	treasure	of	the	nation	as	predicted	by	
nineteenth	century	patriots.	The	haphazard	way	in	which	the	dreamers	of	
decades	past	had	“run	roughshod	over	Galician	oil	terrain”	(240)	harmed	
the	future	value	of	the	fields.
	 Galicians	 enjoyed	 political	 “autonomy”	 vis-à-vis	 the	 imperial	 govern-
ment	 in	Vienna,	but	 in	the	case	of	resource	management,	autonomy	was	
a	mixed	blessing.	The	“complete	absence	of	any	political	or	economic	body	
able	to	take	on	the	task	of	organizing	the	industry”(10)	proved	fatal	for	the	
once	promising	industry.	While	this	is	a	“Galician	conclusion,”	Oil Empire	

is	much	more	than	a	Galician	history.	Through	masterful	use	of	German,	
Polish,	Ukrainian	and	English	primary	sources,	and	useful	comparisons	to	
Germany	and	the	Donbass	region,	among	others,	Frank	puts	the	Galician	
story	 in	 its	wider	European	context.	Finally,	and	 impressively,	 the	author	
acknowledges	the	petroleum-soaked	lives	of	her	readers:	this	is	an	academic	
history	of	oil	for	“oily”	modern	readers	who	wear	lip	balm	and	eat	from	plas-
tic	containers.	Frank’s	unobtrusive	references	to	the	present	do	not	detract	
from	the	historical	analysis;	 rather,	 they	are	the	mark	of	a	historian	con-
fident	enough	to	claim,	and	demonstrate,	 the	relevance	of	“a	 little	known	
curiosity.”

Maureen Healy
Department of History

Oregon State University

Oil empire from page 14

pictures	 to	 illustrate	 their	 arguments,	 which	 inevitably	
means	they	tend	to	select	those	illustrations	that	support	
them	and	omit	those	that	do	not.	Although	any	selection	
is	necessarily	subjective	and	constructs	its	own	narrative,	
the	more	than	two	thousand	images	in	these	two	books,	
with	 their	 various	 leit-motifs	 and	 the	 rich	pluralism	of	
the	whole,	serve	to	demonstrate	not	only	all	the	impor-
tant	currents	but	also	the	equally	valuable	half-forgotten	
subcurrents	of	Hungarian	painting	 in	 the	periods	con-
cerned.	This	in	itself	is	a	major	achievement.
	 Finally,	 it	 is	 especially	 welcome	 that	 the	 books	 have	
been	 published	 in	 English	 as	 well	 as	 Hungarian,	 thus	
offering	an	international	public	the	chance	to	familiarize	
itself	with	modern	Hungarian	painting.	Equally	impor-
tantly,	 this	 is	 an	 enterprise	 that	 challenges	 the	 interna-
tional	scholarly	community	to	pay	more	attention	to	this	
hitherto	 rather	 neglected	 national	 school.	While	 Hun-
garian	 art	 always	 operated	 in	 close	 symbiosis	 with	 the	
rest	of	Europe,	it	also	made	its	own,	highly	original	con-
tribution	to	all	the	trends	of	European	Modernism	on	an	
extremely	high	aesthetic	level.	Hopefully	this	will	only	be	
the	beginning	of	an	 intellectual	and	scholarly	exchange	
that	will	gradually	modify	the	canon	of	European	paint-
ing	and	put	the	unjustly	ignored	achievements	of	Hun-
garian	art	on	the	map.	

Ilona Sármány-Parsons
Department of History

Central European University-Budapest	

Upper left: “October” by Károly Ferenczy (1903, oil on canvas).
Above: “Fishmonger” by Gyula Derkovits (1930, oil, gold and silver dust on canvas).
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News	from	the	Field

By	Daniel	Rieppel

	 In	a	city	that	prides	itself	on	an	embarrassment	of	scholarly	resources,	the	Vienna	
City	and	Provincial	Library	(Stadt-	und	Landes	Bibliothek)	stands	out	as	a	shining	
example	of	archival	riches.	Newly	renamed	as	Wienbibliothek	im	Rathaus	(“The	
Vienna	Library	at	City	Hall”)	in	honor	of	the	celebrations	surrounding	its	150th	
anniversary	in	2006,	it	occupies	a	significant	niche	in	Austrian	scholarship.	
	 The	 library’s	 history	 is	 a	 long	 and	 convoluted	 one,	 which	 is	 partly	 due	 to	 its	
changing	nature	over	its	many	years	of	existence.	The	first	mention	of	the	library	
was	in	1466;	an	official	court	document	records	a	lock	being	repaired	in	the	library.	
In	1632,	St.	Stephen’s	cathedral	school	holdings	were	combined	with	other	archival	
holdings	to	form	a	municipal	library,	formally	headed	by	the	famous	humanist	and	
philosopher	Georg	Ratzenberger.
	 Throughout	 the	 18th	 century,	 the	 library	 grew	 and	 expanded	 its	 holdings;	 by	
some	contemporary	estimates	it	had	added	3,905	printed	works	in	4,037	volumes	
and	351	prints	since	its	inception.	Then,	due	to	the	pressures	stemming	from	the	
reforms	of	Joseph	II,	it	was	abruptly	dissolved	in	1780,	its	holdings	transferred	to	
the	more	important	Austrian	National	Library	(which	still	serenely	occupies	a	wing	
of	the	Hofburg	at	Josephsplatz).	
	 In	1856,	the	city	council	and	its	then-mayor,	Johann	Kaspar	Baron	von	Seiller,	
determined	to	reinstate	the	city	library,	although	at	first	only	for	municipal	archi-
val	business;	hence,	the	celebrations	in	2006	of	its	150	year	history.	It	was	at	this	
time	that	the	library	moved	into	the	gleamingly	new	Neo-Gothic	Rathaus.	The	new	
Stadtbibliothek	had	been	up	 to	 this	point	directed	by	none	other	 than	Austria’s	
most	 prominent	 playwright	 and	 poet,	 Franz	 Grillparzer.	 Only	 in	 1905	 was	 the	
Musiksammlung	added	to	its	holdings,	along	with	many	Handschrift	examples	of	
original	compositions;	much	of	this	was	donated	by	the	wealthy	art	and	antiquarian	
collector	Nicholas	Dumba.	In	1977,	the	library	was	named	“City	and	Federal	State	
Library	for	the	City	of	Vienna”;	this	past	year,	as	part	of	the	anniversary	celebrations,	
the	 library	 was	 renamed	“Wienbibliothek	 im	 Rathaus.”	 In	 2001,	 the	 Musiksam-
mlung	was	committed	to	the	“Memory	of	the	World”	trust	of	UNESCO.
	 The	Musiksammlung	of	the	Wienbibliothek	is	housed	a	block	and	a	half	away	
from	the	main	collection	 in	 the	Rathaus	on	 the	 inconspicuous	Bartensteingasse.	
In	this	building,	only	part	of	which	is	devoted	to	the	music	collection,	are	the	larg-
est	holdings	of	Schubert	manuscripts,	as	well	as	the	most	extensive	collection	of	
the	music	of	the	Strauss	dynasty,	both	father	and	son.	Other	important	holdings	
include	the	archives	of	Hugo	Wolf,	Ernst	Krenek,	the	Operetten	and	Wienerlied-
Archive,	and	the	Verlagsarchiv	for	the	Universal	and	Doblinger	publishing	houses.	
The	Musiksammlung	has	proven	to	be	a	vital	force	in	scholarship	and	in	the	cel-
ebration	of	the	composer	anniversaries	that	incessantly	dot	the	Viennese	cultural	
calendar.	The	music	collection	was	central	to	the	planning	and	execution	of	festivals	
surrounding	the	200th	anniversary	of	Schubert’s	birth,	as	well	as	the	100th	anni-
versary	of	Johann	Strauss,	Jr.’s	death.	Probably	the	most	significant	single	collection	
the	Musiksammlung	possesses	is	the	Schubert	Handschriftsammlung,	containing	
the	most	important	repository	of	original	Schubert	compositions	in	the	world.	[see 
article on “Schubert Online” on page 27].
	 While	on	a	Fulbright	research	fellowship	in	Vienna	during	the	spring	of	2004,	
I	was	delighted	to	be	able	 to	speak	with	the	very	able	and	genial	director	of	 the	
Musiksammlung,	 Dr.	 Thomas	 Aigner.	 Although	 an	 utterly	 unpretentious	 and	
courtly	man,	he	is	a	major	scholar	in	his	own	right	(Khachaturian)	and	has	been	
a	tireless	advocate	for	stimulating	research	on	Schubert,	especially	with	regard	to	
his	 unfinished	 compositions.	 My	 interview	 took	 place	 in	 the	 Biedermeier	 salons	
attached	to	the	main	reading	rooms	at	the	music	collection	(no	spare,	“American	
university	functionality”	for	this	library).
	 I	spoke	to	Dr.	Aigner	about	the	beginnings	of	the	collection;	how	did	it	come	
to	be?	“Nicholas	Dumba	and	his	contributions	were	absolutely	central	to	the	col-
lection;	he	had	many	compositions,	mostly	of	Schubert,	but	also	a	sizable	Brahms	

Nachlass.”	 I	 asked	 about	 other	 aspects	 of	 the	 collection,	 such	 as	
20th-century	music.	Aigner:	“We	have	more	holdings	than	people	
realize;	 some	 very	 important	 works	 from	 the	 Second	 Viennese	
school,	for	instance.	We	have	manuscripts	by	Arnold	Schoenberg,	
Alban	 Berg,	 and	 even	 some	 original	 works	 of	 Mahler.	 In	 a	 com-
pletely	different	direction,	we	have	a	large	collection	of	dance	music,	
from	the	end	of	the	18th-century	until	well	into	the	20th.”	
	 I	asked	Aigner	how	Johann	Strauss,	Jr.’s	music	came	to	be	housed	
in	 the	 City	 Library,	 as	 opposed	 to	 the	 Gesellschaft	 der	 Musik-
freunde,	 which	 was	 technically	 the	“residual	 legatee”	 of	 Strauss’s	
papers.	
	 “Actually,	 the	 acquisition	 of	 his	 music	 manuscripts,	 known	 as	
the	 Strauss-Meyszner	 collection,	 was	 very	 dramatic,”	 said	Aigner.	
Strauss’s	 third	wife,	Adele	Strauss	 (not	 related),	was	 Jewish.	Due	
to	Catholic	canon	law	in	force	in	Austria	at	the	time,	Johann	had	to	
renounce	both	his	Catholic	faith	and	Austrian	citizenship	to	marry	
her.	 Because	 of	 this	 Jewish	 connection,	 it	 proved	 difficult	 for	 the	
Nazis,	especially	after	the	Anschluß,	to	portray	the	Strauss	family	
as	completely	Aryan,	something	they	wanted	to	do	for	propaganda	
purposes.	“Even	 without	 Johann	 having	 been	 married	 to	 Adele,”	
Aigner	added,	“it	was	difficult	for	the	Nazis	to	portray	the	Strauss	
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Dr. Thomas Aigner with a Schubert manuscript. Photo by Christoph 
Zachl.
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SAHH NEWS
The	SAHH	steering	committee	met	on	January	6,	2007	at	the	Ameri-
can	Historical	Association	Convention	in	Atlanta.	Our	main	business	
was	to	discuss	ideas	for	panels	at	next	year’s	convention	in	Washington,	
D.C.,	when	the	theme	of	the	conference	will	be	“Uneven	Develop-
ments.”	Pieter	Judson	reported	that	his	first	volume	as	the	new	editor	
of	the	Austrian History Yearbook	is	in	press,	and	he	encouraged	submis-
sions	for	next	year	of	articles	in	all	fields	that	deal	with	the	Habsburg	
Monarchy	and	its	successor	states,	especially	when	the	link	to	the	
empire	is	a	significant	aspect	of	the	argument.	John	Boyer	proposed	
that	the	Austrian	Centers	and	the	Austrian History Yearbook	join	with	
SAHH	and	the	Journal of Modern History	to	urge	the	Austrian	govern-
ment	to	digitize	the	Neue Freie Presse	from	1864	to	1939,	in	order	
make	this	valuable	source	more	widely	available	to	scholars.	Maureen	
Healy	of	Oregon	State	University	was	elected	to	serve	a	five-year	term	
on	the	steering	committee.	Larry	Wolff	(now	of	New	York	University)	
has	just	completed	his	term	on	the	steering	committee,	and	we	all	
thank	him	for	his	valuable	service	to	SAHH.

The	theme	of	this	year’s	AHA	in	Atlanta	was	“Unstable	Subjects:	
Practicing	History	in	Unsettled	Times,”	and	SAHH	sponsored	two	
panels:	“Austria’s	Orient:	The	Ottoman	Empire,	the	Balkans,	and	the	
Habsburg	Monarchy”	and	“Unsettled	Subjectivities:	Husserl,	Čapek,	
Broch,	and	the	Austrian	Intellectual	Experience,	1890-1938.”		On	
Friday	afternoon	( January	5),	Howard	Louthan	(Florida)	chaired	the	
panel	on	Austria’s	relationship	to	the	Ottoman	Empire	and	Bosnia	
from	the	17th	century	to	World	War	I.	Robert	Donia	(Michigan)	acted	
as	commentator.	Paula	Sutter-Fichtner	(CUNY,	Brooklyn),	Diana	
Reynolds	(Point	Loma	Nazarene),	and	Reinhard	Johler	(Tübingen)	
presented	papers	that	generated	a	stimulating	discussion	of	Edward	
Said’s	work	and	of	comparative	approaches	to	nationalism	in	Austria,	

Hungary,	and	the	Ottoman	Empire.	On	Saturday	morning,	I	served	
as	chair	and	commentator	for	a	panel	of	young	intellectual	historians	
of	Central	Europe,	which	emphasized	the	complex	connections	in	
the	intellectual	life	of	Cisleithanian	Austria	that	unfolded	in	the	First	
Republic,	Czechoslovakia,	and	Germany.	Michael	Gubser	( James	
Madison	University)	gave	a	paper	on	Brentano,	Husserl,	and	phenom-
enology;	Donald	Wallace,	who	just	finished	his	PhD.	at	the	University	
California,	San	Diego,	spoke	on	Hermann	Broch’s	understanding	of	
sexuality	and	politics;	and	Thomas	Ort	(New	York	University)	spoke	
on	Karel	Čapek’s	novel,	An Ordinary Life,	emphasizing	his	conception	
of	the	self	as	empty	space	and	crowd.

I	also	want	to	mention	the	success	of	the	early	modern	conference	last	
September	on	religion	and	authority	at	the	Wirth	Centre	for	Austrian	
Studies	in	Edmonton,	Alberta,	and	to	announce	the	conference	on	
Modern	Austrian	Literature	and	Culture	that	will	be	held	there	in	
April	on	sexuality.	MALCA	also	sponsored	two	panels	at	the	Modern	
Language	Association	meeting	last	month,	one	on	Franz	Grillparzer	
and	one	on	contemporary	Austrian	literature.	On	the	basis	of	my	
conversations	at	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	AHA,	I	want	to	encour-
age	members	of	SAHH	to	consider	membership	in	AHA	and	in	the	
Conference	Group	for	Central	European	History	(if	you	do	not	belong	
to	these	organizations	already).	I	should	also	note	that	we	hope	to	
sponsor	panels	this	year	at	the	American	Association	for	the	Advance-
ment	of	Slavic	Studies	and	at	the	German	Studies	Association.

David Luft
Executive Secretary, SAHH

University of California, San Diego
dluft@ucsd.edu

	 Todorova	concludes	by	taking	family	historians	to	task	for	the	“specific	
and	strong	ideological	connotations”	of	their	research	resulting	in	the	pos-
tulation	of	a	unique	Western	European	experience	as	a	universal	norm	for	
families.	 On	 this	 point	 the	 limitations	 of	 the	 current	 work	 come	 to	 the	
fore.	While	Todorova	says	that	this	book	updates	her	previous	volume,	it	is	
not	so	clear	that	this	is	the	case.	Few	of	the	citations	that	appear	are	more	
recent	than	those	from	the	1993	date	of	the	first	edition.	For	example,	the	
reference	to	Michael	Mitterauer’s	1982	The European Family	as	“an	impor-
tant	summary	of	recent	scholarship”	was	certainly	true	in	1992,	but	is	less	
so	today	(4).	Referring	to	Eugene	Hammel’s	1972	and	1975	works	as	“a	
recent…approach”	 to	 the	 zadruga	 is	 similarly	 problematic	 (129).	 There	
are	 also	 troubling	 signs	 in	 the	 text	 itself.	 One	 assumes	 that	 Seldhikovo,	
Seldzikovo	and	Seldzhikovo—all	used	on	the	same	page	(102)—refer	to	
the	 same	village	and	 that	“northerst”	Europe	 refers	 to	northeast	Europe,	
and	these	are	only	a	few	of	the	many	spelling	problems.	Table	6.5,	stretch-
ing	across	two	pages	(110-111),	leaves	one	completely	perplexed	as	the	five	
columns	of	data	on	the	first	page	become	six	on	the	second	with	no	new	
headings.	
	 Finally,	ongoing	work	in	such	projects	as	the	EurAsia	Project	on	Popula-
tion	and	Family	History	have	moved	well	beyond	any	ideas	of	the	north-
western	European	family	system	as	a	norm.	Nonetheless,	Todorova’s	work	
remains	an	interesting	and	important	contribution	to	our	understanding	
of	families	in	an	area	of	Europe	that	remains	greatly	understudied.

James O. Brown
History, Elon University

Balkan Family from page 15
family	 as	 completely	Aryan,	 since	 one	 of	 Johann	 Sr.’s	 great-grandfathers	
was	Jewish.	To	suppress	that	fact,	the	Nazis	forged	the	relevant	page	in	the	
wedding	register	of	St.	Stephen’s	Cathedral!”	The	Nazis	hid	all	records	of	
Strauss’s	genealogy,	music,	and	correspondence	from	the	public.	After	the	
war,	the	City	of	Vienna	bought	the	Strauss	compositional	holdings	from	
the	German	government	for	the	equivalent	of	5.3	million	Euros.”
	 At	the	time	of	this	interview,	the	upcoming	implementation	of		“Schubert	
Online”	was	uppermost	in	Aigner’s	mind.	He	stated	at	that	time	that	this	
ambitious	project	would	take	several	years	to	catologue	and	digitally	input	
the	more	than	7,000	pages	of	manuscripts.
	 In	many	important	ways,	Dr.	Aigner	and	the	Musiksammlung	represent	
a	new	 trend	 in	musicological	 scholarship	and	 the	 larger	 life	of	 letters	 in	
Austria.	They	are	on	the	crest	of	a	welcome	wave	of	accessibility,	coopera-
tion	 and	 mutual	 support	 among	 the	 sometimes	 competitive	 institutions	
that	make	up	archival	life	in	Austria.	The	immensely	successful	“Schubert	
Online”	project	may	be	the	best	example	of	this.
	 However,	a	smaller	example	is	found	in	a	discovery	of	Aigner’s	own—
that	of	a	collection	of	Gottfried	von	Einem’s	personal	letters,	which,	after	
Aigner	located	them,	he	promptly	delivered	to	the	archives	of	the	Gesell-
schaft	der	Musikfreunde.	When	I	marveled	at	his	lack	of	professional	jeal-
ousy	over	such	an	important	find,	Dr.	Aigner,	with	a	knowing	smile,	said	
that	he	hopes	that	his	colleagues	will	return	the	favor	one	day.	
	 Daniel Rieppel is a pianist and musicologist who teaches piano and music 
theory at Southwest Minnesota State University.		v
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News from the North

	 On	November	10,	2006,	the	Wirth	
Institute	 for	 Austrian	 and	 Central	
European	Studies	welcomed	Jaroslav	
Pánek,	 Vice-President	 of	 the	 Czech	
Academy	of	Sciences,	to	the	Univer-
sity	of	Alberta.	Professor	Pánek	pre-
sented	a	public	 lecture	entitled	“The	
Bohemian	Crown	and	the	Habsburg	
Monarchy:	Models	of	Central	Euro-
pean	 Integration	 at	 the	 Onset	 of	
the	 Modern	 Age.”	 The	 lecture	 was	
attended	 by	 students,	 faculty,	 mem-
bers	 of	 Edmonton’s	 Czech	 com-
munity,	 and—a	 rare	 honor—	 His	
Excellency,	 Pavel	 Vošalík,	 Ambassa-
dor	of	the	Czech	Republic	to	Canada,	
and	 Jan	 Buben,	 the	 cultural	 attaché	
of	the	Czech	Embassy	in	Ottawa.
		 Professor	Pánek’s	research	interest	
is	Czech	and	European	early	modern	
history	 (16th-18th	 centuries).	 The	
dominant	areas	of	his	 study	 include	
the	structure	of	 society,	 the	political	
system,	 cultural	 development	 in	 the	 period	 of	
Humanism,	 the	 Renaissance,	 and	 Baroque,	 the	
history	of	the	nobility,	marginal	groups	of	soci-
ety	 and	 criminality,	 the	 history	 of	 international	
relations,	and	the	cultural	significance	of	travel	in	
Europe.		
	 His	 lecture	 at	 the	 University	 of	 Alberta	
focused	on	the	different	models	of	Central	Euro-
pean	integration	in	the	sixteenth	and	early	seven-
teenth	century.	The	first	was	the	dynastic	model	
represented	by	the	Habsburg	dynasty’s	attempt	
to	 create	 a	 centralized	 unifying	 framework	 for	
the	region.		A	second	model	articulated	largely	by	
loyalist	nobles	 focused	on	a	confederative	 ideal,	
while	 the	 third	 model	 of	 a	 loose	 federation	 of	
independent	states	was	articulated	by	the	Prot-
estant	 Estates	 of	 Bohemia,	 which	 emphasized	
the	contract	principle	and	the	predominance	of	
the	estates.	
	 Ambassador	Vošalík	and	Mr.	Buben	also	used	
this	 opportunity	 to	 discuss	 further	 coopera-
tion	between	the	Wirth	Institute	and	the	Czech	
Republic.	The	ambassador	expressed	 strong	 in-	
terest	 in	 enhancing	 the	 academic	 relationship	
between	Canada	and	the	Czech	Republic	and	was	
particularly	enthusiastic	about	the	possibility	of	
creating	 a	 series	 of	 visiting	 professorships	 from	
the	Czech	Republic	at	the	University	of	Alberta.		
As	a	strong	friend	of	the	Wirth	Institute,	Vošalík	
continues	 to	be	 instrumental	as	a	bridge	 to	 the	
Czech	immigrant	community	in	Canada.		
	 Among	 the	 many	 Wirth	 Institute	 projects	
supported	 by	 that	 community	 is	 the	 annual	
Czech	 Doctoral	 Research	 Fellowship,	 which	

offers	 an	 opportunity	 each	 year	 for	
an	advanced	student	from	the	Czech	
Republic	to	work	on	a	Ph.D.	disserta-
tion	in	Canada	and	to	act	as	an	intern	
at	 the	Institute.	An	 identical	 intern-
ship	program	is	in	place	with	Poland	
and	Hungary,	while	Austria	provides	
a	 similar	 position	 the	“Postgraduate	
Stipendiat”	program	of	the	Ministry	
of	Education,	Science,	and	Culture.			
	
	 As	a	result	of	these	programs,	the	
Wirth	Institute	was	able	to	welcome	
four	 new	 Central	 European	 interns	
for	 the	 2006-2007	 academic	 year.	
These	include	Matthias	Forenbacher	
of	the	Alpen-Adria	Klagenfurt	Uni-
versity	in	Austria,	Přemysl	špicar	of	
Masaryk	 University	 in	 Brno,	 Czech	
Republic,	 Kinga	 Jankus	 of	 the	 Uni-
versity	 of	 Pécs	 in	 Hungary,	 and	
Iwona	 Szlanszok	 of	 Opole	 Univer-
sity	 in	Poland.	Among	the	duties	of	
each	 Institute	 intern	 is	 to	 deliver	 a	
public	lecture	on	his	or	her	research	subject.	
	 Other	events	scheduled	by	the	Wirth	Institute	
for	the	winter	semester	include	an	ongoing	series	
of	concerts	featuring	Austrian	and	Central	Euro-
pean	 music.	 In	 addition,	 the	 Institute’s	 annual	
“Toby	 and	 Saul	 Reichert	 Holocaust	 Lecture”	
will	take	place	on	March	25.	This	year’s	lecturer	
is	Debórah	Dwork	of	Clark	University,	Massa-
chusetts,	who	will	speak	on	“Auschwitz	and	the	
Holocaust.”	 Finally,	 the	 Institute	 would	 like	 to	

remind	 our	 readers	 that	 the	 upcoming	 annual	
conference	 of	 the	 Modern	 Austrian	 Literature	
and	 Culture	 Association	 (MALCA)	 will	 take	
place	at	the	University	of	Alberta	under	the	aus-
pices	of	the	Institute	on	April	12-15,	2007.	For	
full	details	on	this	and	other	events	please	con-
sult	the	Wirth	Institute	website	at	http://www.
arts.ualberta.ca/wi/.

Franz A. J. Szabo
Director, Wirth Institute

Wirth Institute welcomes Jaroslav Pánek, new staff

Wirth Institute staff, 2006-07, left to right: Erzsébet Tóth-Borsai (Institute Financial Officer),  Přemysl špicar, Iwona 
Szlanszok, Franz Szabo, Kinga Jankus, Matthias Forenbacher, Sylwia Adam-Ross (Institute Executive Assistant).

Left to right: Czech Ambassador Pavel Vošalík, visiting 
lecturer Jaroslav Pánek, and Franz Szabo.
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Charles Gati:
eyewitness to a revolution

ASN:	 You have not only written about the 
Hungarian Revolution, but you experienced 
it firsthand. What did this experience feel like 
at the time? 
CG:	 I	 was	 a	 very	 young	 arts	 reporter,	
actually,	 for	 two	 papers.	 One	 was	Magyar 
Nemzet,	 an	 anti-Stalinist	 daily	 that	
employed	 me	 from	 1953-55.	 I	 was	 the	
youngest	 reporter	 on	 the	 staff	 at	 age	 18,	
and	 I	 was	 doing	 cultural	 interviews	 with	
musicians,	conductors,	actors,	and	so	on.	

ASN:	At this point you hadn’t been to col-
lege yet?
CG:	No,	I	hadn’t,	and	soon	I	was	out	of	a	
regular	job,	too.	The	paper	was	anti-Stalin-
ist,	but	there	was	a	reversal	of	the	govern-
ment’s	anti-Stalinist	position	in	1955,	when	
Hungary’s	Prime	Minister	Imre	Nagy	was	
ousted.	Twelve	of	us	from	the	staff	of	this	
daily	were	also	kicked	out.	So	for	about	a	
year	and	a	half	I	did	not	have	a	regular	job,	
but	I	was	allowed	to	be	a	freelancer	doing	
pretty	 much	 the	 same	 sort	 of	 things	 for	
several	 papers.	 Then	 in	 the	 fall	 of	 1956,	
about	six	weeks	before	the	revolution	broke	
out	on	October	23,	I	was	called	and	reha-
bilitated	by	the	Hungarian	Journalist	Asso-
ciation,	which	stated	that	I	was	dismissed	

without	cause.	Indeed,	that	was	true	because	I	did	not	pay	
much	 attention	 to	 politics	 at	 the	 time	 and	 I	 didn’t	 under-
stand	what	was	going	on	around	me.	After	this	I	got	another	
job	on	a	weekly,	where	again	I	was	the	youngest	reporter.	I	
published	only	two	articles	there	before	the	revolution	came	
and	everything	turned	upside	down.	During	the	revolution,	
this	 weekly	 paper	 sent	 me	 to	 the	 Parliament	 building	 on	
November	3,	1956—one	day	before	the	Soviet	invasion.	

ASN:	That was the epicenter of the revolution.
CG:	It	was,	and	that	was	one	of	the	more	memorable	days	
in	 my	 life—not	 because	 I	 knew	 what	 was	 happening,	 but	
because	 looking	back	now	I	was	 there,	 for	example,	at	 the	
Hungarian	 government’s	 last	 press	 conference	 before	 the	
Soviet	 invasion	 in	 the	afternoon	of	November	3.	 I	 should	
have	understood	from	what	was	being	said	and	even	from	
the	 body	 language	 of	 Imre	 Nagy’s	 two	 deputies	 that	 the	
Russians	 were	 coming.	 I	 am	 somewhat	 embarrassed	 to	
relate	here	that	I	didn’t	realize	that,	and	I	don’t	think	people	
around	me	did,	either.	Somehow	we	were	dizzy	with	success	
and	believed	that	the	revolution	had	to	be	victorious.	

ASN:	 You say in your book that people on 
the street thought that it would be victorious 
for several reasons, not just out of Hungarian 
pride and a naïve optimism, but also because 
the world was sending signals indicating that 
they might have defenders in the West. 
CG:	Yes,	the	Western	radio	stations	broad-
cast	the	kind	of	hopeful	message	that	made	
us	 feel	 good,	 but	 was	 misleading.	 They	
were	 saying,	 “The	 whole	 world’s	 heart	 is	
beating	 with	 you,”	 which	 may	 have	 been	
true,	 but	 we	 thought	 that	 that	 meant	 the	
West	 would	 give	 active	 support	 at	 some	
point,	which	wasn’t	true.	Of	course,	Radio	
Free	 Europe	 was	 careful	 not	 to	 say	 that	
the	United	States	would	intervene	militar-
ily	on	our	behalf,	but	 they	offered	 lessons	
on	how	to	make	Molotov	cocktails,	so	the	
meaning	of	that	read	in	a	confusing,	chaotic	
circumstance	obviously	increased	our	hope	
that	we	could	do	well.	However,	 far	more	
important	 than	 this	 was	 that	 the	 Soviet	
Union	hesitated,	and	while	we	didn’t	have	
the	 documents	 about	 their	 secret	 deci-
sion-making	 at	 that	 time—I	 now	 do	 and	
report	it	in	my	book—Soviet	troops	came	
into	 Budapest	 on	 October	 23,	 left	 Buda-
pest,	 made	 some	 announcements	 about	
negotiating	 troop	 withdrawals,	 and	 then	
returned.	There	was	a	lot	of	hesitation	and	
confusion.	Now,	of	course,	we	know	that	on	
October	30,	seven	days	into	the	revolution,	
the	Soviet	Presidium,	as	the	Politburo	was	

At the roundtable on the 1956 Hungarian 
Revolution, left to right: Charles Gati, Gary 
Cohen, Robert Fisch, and Laszlo Fülop.

Charles Gati witnessed the Hungarian 
Revolution of 1956 as a young man. He then 
emigrated to America, earned a Ph.D. from 
Indiana University, and taught at Union 
College, Columbia, and Johns Hopkins, where 
he is now on the faculty of the Nitze School 
for Advanced International Studies. Failed 
Illusions: Moscow, Washington, Budapest, 
and the 1956 Hungarian Revolt is his latest 
book, published just in time for the 50th 
anniversary of the 1956 Revolution. Here he 
talks about the event from the perspective 
of a witness and a scholar.

interview & photo by
Daniel Pinkerton
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called	at	the	time,	actually	decided	not	 to	 intervene	militarily.	This	is	one	
key	fact	that	must	be	fully	understood	about	the	post-Stalin	Soviet	Union.	
They	were	attempting	to	rethink	their	behavior.	For	example,	they	removed	
their	forces	from	Austria	in	1955,	they	went	to	Geneva	for	a	summit	with	
Eisenhower	in	1955,	and	they	went	to	Belgrade	to	ask	for	Marshall	Tito’s	
forgiveness	for	having	isolated	him	and	threatened	him	with	invasion.	And	
relations	with	the	satellite	countries	were	under	active	review,	as	the	Octo-
ber	30th	decision	not	to	intervene	shows.	The	whole	world,	East	and	West,	
gave	confusing	signals	to	the	Hungarians	about	what	might	happen.	

ASN:	You talk in your book about three parties: Hungarians, Western allies 
(primarily but not exclusively the US), and the Soviet Union. You say each 
party was partially responsible for the tragedy. Could you talk briefly about  the 
contribution of each to the final outcome?	
CG:	 Let	 me	 start	 with	 the	 Hungarians.	 I	 want	 to	 make	 a	 distinction	
between	the	revolutionaries,	who	started	the	revolt	with	a	series	of	student	
demonstrations	on	October	23,	and	the	government	that	came	into	being	
that	 night,	 led	 by	 Prime	 Minister	 Imre	 Nagy,	 who	 was	 reinstated	 in	 the	
position	that	he	had	held	from	1953-55.	I	have	very	little	criticism	to	make	
of	 the	 revolutionaries.	 There	 were	 about	 10,000	 to	 15,000	 armed	 young	
insurgents	 in	all	of	Hungary.	The	rest	of	the	country	supported	them,	to	
be	sure,	but	only	about	that	number	fought	with	weapons	in	their	hands.	
It	is	true	that	perhaps	20-25%	had	just	come	out	of	jail	and	were	common	
criminals,	not	political	prisoners.	But	most	of	them	were	romantics,	who	
wanted	 their	 country	 to	be	 independent.	 I	have	a	 lot	of	 respect	 for	 their	
courage	and	I	do	not	expect	people	so	young—the	average	age	was	25—to	
combine	bravery	with	wisdom	and	restraint.	On	the	other	hand,	the	gov-
ernment	itself	did	not	rise	to	the	occasion.	Imre	Nagy	himself	did	not	sup-
port	the	revolution	during	the	first	four	days.	This	alienated	many	of	his	
supporters	and	he	lost	much	of	his	incredible	appeal	and	credibility.	Also,	
once	he	began	to	understand	what	was	happening,	he	did	not	call	in	some	
of	the	revolution’s	young,	tough	leaders	and	say,	“Look,	this	is	a	map.	Here	
is	Hungary,	a	little	country	of	10	million.	We	have	only	so	may	tanks	and	
so	many	people	with	weapons.	Here	is	the	Soviet	Union,	which	has	a	huge	
population	and	military.	We	have	to	negotiate.	They	are	not	going	to	allow	
us	to	slip	away.”	So	I	am	much	more	critical	of	Hungary’s	ineffective	leader-
ship	than	of	the	revolutionaries	themselves.	

ASN:	What about the Soviet Union?
CG:	As	for	them,	1956	was	the	one	time	when	there	was	a	chance	for	the	
anti-Stalinist	 faction	 in	 the	 leadership,	 led	 by	 Khrushchev and stronglyKhrushchev and strongly	 and	 strongly	
supported	by	Anastas	Mikojan,	 to	 experiment	by	giving	 the	Hungarians	
a	“longer	leash.”	As	I	mentioned	before,	the	Presidium	voted	once	against	
military	intervention,	and	there	was	a	lot	of	flexibility	and	some	confusion	
in	the	Kremlin.	However,	in	the	end,	the	old	imperialist	instincts	came	to	
the	forefront.	In	that,	the	Soviets	were	unfortunately	“helped”	by	what	was	
happening	 in	Budapest	 itself,	particularly	on	October	30th.	On	that	day,	
revolutionaries	attacked	the	municipal	Party	headquarters	and	about	18-
20	suspected	secret	police	people	were	hanged	without	trial.	Some	of	them	
were	draftees	who	were	18	or	19	years	old,	and	instead	of	becoming	border	
guards,	had	been	assigned	to	this	miserable	job.	They	were	totally	innocent	
of	any	crime,	but	they	wore	the	hated	uniform	of	the	secret	police.	This	was	
also	unfortunate	because—and	this	is	the	first	educated	guess	I	am	making;	
the	rest	of	what	I	have	said	is	firmly	rooted	in	fact—this	news	immediately	
reached	Moscow	and	Khrushchev. I have not found a document yet, but IKhrushchev. I have not found a document yet, but I.	I	have	not	found	a	document	yet,	but	I	
cannot	believe	that	such	a	major	event	would	not	be	immediately	conveyed	
to	the	Presidium.	So	this	was	a	tragedy	on	many	levels.	

ASN:	And what was the US doing at this time?
CG: Washington	was	sending	out	very	confusing	signals.	On	the	one	hand,	
Eisenhower	 and	 Dulles	 were	 preoccupied	 with	 presidential	 elections	 in	
early	November.	They	were	repeatedly	saying	that	they	were	not	interested	
in	having	Hungary	in	NATO	or	any	kind	of	military	alliance.	Such	com-

ments	could	be	 interpreted	 in	many	ways.	But	what	I	 think	Washington	
meant—and	I	am	trying	 to	be	good-willed	here—was	that	America	had	
no	designs	on	the	Soviet	sphere	at	that	time.	Unfortunately,	I	also	believe	
that	the	Russians	took	it	as	a	green	light	that	they	could	move	in	because	
America	 was	 not	 militarily	 interested	 in	 Hungary.	 So	 the	 message	 was	
ambiguous.	At	 the	same	time,	however,	Radio	Free	Europe	kept	encour-
aging	the	Hungarians	to	pursue	all	of	their	goals.	As	a	result,	Hungarian	
revolutionaries	 were	 encouraged	 to	 score	 a	 touchdown	 rather	 than	 carry	
the	ball	five	or	ten	yards	at	the	time,	which	would	have	been	possible	under	
those	circumstances.	The	Russians	would	have	tolerated	it.	

ASN:	If I recall correctly, Eisenhower and Nixon were rather cynical about the 
fate of Hungary. 
CG:	 We	 now	 have	 a	 top	 secret	 national	 security	 council	 meeting	 sum-
mary—a	 rather	 detailed	 one—from	 July	 1956,	 where	 Nixon	 said	 that	 it	
would	“not	be	an	unmixed	evil	if	the	Soviets	crushed	the	satellite	countries	
in	Eastern	Europe,”	although	he	added	that	he	would	favor	a	 liberalizing	
trend.	He	considered	even	post-Stalin	leaders	of	the	Soviet	Union	as	being	
intent	on	destroying	us,	and	in	effect	what	he	said	was,	“the	worse,	the	better.”	
If	the	Soviet	Union	crushed	the	Hungarian	Revolution,	the	whole	world	
would	 see	 them	 for	 what	 they	 were.	And	 indeed	 this	 is	 what	 happened.	
Communist	parties	all	over	the	world	suffered	tremendous	losses—in	Italy,	
in	France,	and	also	in	Austria.	The	American	communist	party,	which	had	
existed	on	the	fringe,	all	but	disappeared,	riven	by	division,	dismay,	and	dis-
appointment.	India	even	became	more	anti-Soviet	than	it	had	been.	On	the	
other	hand,	I	don’t	accept	that	mentality	because	it	looks	at	people	abroad	
as	 if	 they	 were	 figures	 in	 chess.	A	 couple	 of	 thousand	 Hungarians	 died,	
and	in	the	aftermath,	another	250	or	so	were	executed	by	the	revenge-seek-
ing	Soviet	puppets	who	were	installed	in	Hungary.	Tens	of	thousands	were	
imprisoned.	 I’m	not	even	counting	all	 the	soldiers	who	died.	So	this	 is	a	
pretty	cruel	approach	to	international	relations.	Depending	on	your	view	of	
the	Cold	War,	you	may	or	may	not	accept	Nixon’s	way	of	thinking.	I	don’t.	

ASN:	After the revolution was crushed, did your record of having worked for an 
anti-Stalinist paper put you in danger?
CG:	In	retrospect,	this	doesn’t	make	that	much	sense,	and	you	may	even	
laugh,	 but	 I	 can	 tell	 you	 what	 I	 thought	 then.	 On	 November	 19th,	 if	 I	
remember	 correctly,	 a	 famous	 Hungarian	 Marxist	 philosopher,	 Georg	
Lukács,	who	had	an	international	reputation,	was	arrested.	I	thought	that	
if	the	new	regime	that	the	Soviets	installed	had	the	nerve	to	arrest	a	figure	
who	was	respected	in	Western	Europe,	even	among	left	wing	but	non-com-
munist	circles,	then	there	will	be	no	end	to	this,	and	I	may	be	on	some	list	
for	having	written	a	couple	of	articles	or	whatever.	So,	yes	there	was	some	
concern	on	my	part,	whether	that	was	justified	or	not.	

ASN:	The experience of having once been blacklisted probably added to your 
paranoia.
CG:	Thanks	for	calling	me	paranoid—but	I	probably	was.	But	then,	I	grew	
up	 first	 under	 the	 Nazis	 and	 then	 under	 the	 Communists.	 Some	 of	 my	
friends	today,	 the	good	ones,	 say	 they	can’t	understand	how	come	I	have	
turned	into	a	more	or	less	normal	human	being	given	what	I	experienced	as	
a	boy	and	an	adolescent.	

ASN:	Where did you go when you left Hungary?
CG:	First	I	went	to	Austria.	I	was	at	a	camp	for	refugees	in	St.	Pölten,	and	
I	was	treated	extremely	kindly	by	Austrians.	I	should	mention	that	when	I	
crossed	the	Austrian-Hungarian	border,	there	was	an	Austrian	Red	Cross	
table	and	we	got	tea	and	I	think	cookies	and	it	felt	really	good.	Your	readers	
might	be	 interested	 in	the	 following	story,	which	 is	not	 in	my	book.	The	
night	before	I	left	Hungary,	I	talked	to	a	couple	of	friends	who	were	not	yet	
ready	to	leave,	but	were	leaning	towards	coming	to	Austria.	We	agreed	that	
we	would	find	a	way	to	meet,	and	the	only	thing	we	could	think	of	was	to	

continued on page 25
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On	 1	 October	 2006,	 Austrians	 elected	 a	
new	 government.	 The	 Socialist	 Party	 (SPÖ)	
surprisingly	 came	 out	 on	 top	 with	 35%	 of	 the	
vote,	slightly	ahead	of	Wolfgang	Schüssel’s	con-
servative	 ÖVP,	 which	 seems	 to	 have	 been	 too	
sure	of	 its	victory.	In	a	nail	biter	of	an	absentee	
vote	 count	 (including	 this	 correspondent’s),	
the	Greens	received	an	additional	mandate	and	
barely	beat	out	the	FPÖ	for	third	place.	Haider’s	
BZÖ	 slipped	 into	 Parliament,	 too,	 with	 a	 few	
votes	above	the	4%	needed	to	qualify.	Ever	since	
early	 October,	 the	 strange	 Viennese	 political	
dance	of	“coalition	negotiations”	has	been	staged	
between	 these	various	parties.	As	of	Christmas	
2006,	when	this	column	was	written,	it	looks	as	
if	a	“grand	coalition”	between	the	SPÖ	and	ÖVP	
most	 likely	 will	 be	 formed	 in	 January	 under	 a	
neophyte	Chancellor	Alfred	Gusenbauer	(which 
did, in fact, happen—Ed).	 Many	 Austrians	 will	
not	 consider	 a	 return	 to	 the	 old	 “grand	 coali-
tion”	deadlock	a	welcome	Christmas	present.	By	
comparison,	American	voters	in	their	November	
elections	sent	a	clearer	signal	to	Washington.

One	 cannot	 help	 but	 note	 that	 the	 recon-
struction	 of	 New	 Orleans	 is	 slow	 and	 painful.	
The	 Census	 Bureau	 reports	 a	 loss	 of	 220,000	
Louisianians	to	other	states	(most	of	them	New	
Orleans	hurricane	refugees).	This	is	the	steepest	
negative	 population	 shift	 of	 a	 state	 in	 the	 U.S.	
since	World	War	II.	New	York	Times	columnist	
Bob	Herbert	has	summed	it	up	well:	“Whatever	
you’ve	 heard	 about	 New	 Orleans,	 the	 reality	 is	
much	worse.	Think	of	 it	as	a	vast	open	wound,	
this	 once-great	 American	 city	 is	 still	 largely	 in	
ruins	 […]	 The	 recovery	 of	 New	 Orleans	 has	
gone	about	as	well	as	the	war	in	Iraq.”	The	Uni-
versity	 of	 New	 Orleans	 had	 11,700	 students	
enrolled	 in	 the	 fall	 of	 2006,	 about	 two-thirds	
of	 its	 pre-Katrina	 enrolment.	 The	 other	 New	
Orleans	 institutions	 of	 higher	 learning	 struggle	
with	similar	enrollment	problems—no	surprise	
there	after	the	population	losses.
	 We	also	have	 roughly	 two-thirds	of	our	pre-
Katrina	 enrollment	 of	 Austrian	 students	 at	
UNO.	This	is	due	in	part	to	the	difficult	hous-
ing	 situation	 on	 the	 New	 Orleans	 Lakefront,	
where	UNO	is	located.	Obviously,	we	are	excited	
about	 every	 student	 and	 colleague	 who	 comes	
from	Austria	 to	 study	at	UNO	in	 this	difficult	
environment.	 Professor	 Martin	 Heintel	 from	
the	Geography	Department	of	the	University	of	
Vienna	assumed	duties	as	the	2006/7	Marshall	
Plan	 Chair.	 His	 expertise	 in	 regional	 economic	
development	in	the	European	Union	helps	us	all	

to	analyze	the	reconstruction	of	New	Orleans	as	
well.	Christian	Carlson	from	Salzburg	is	teaching	
German	as	the	Fulbright	lecturer.	We	are	proud	
to	note	 that	 this	 is	 the	only	Fulbrighter	posted	
to	the	New	Orleans	region	 in	the	year	2006/7.	
We	are	grateful	 to	Dr.	Lonnie	Johnson	and	the	
Austrian	Fulbright	Commission	for	footing	the	
bill	this	year	as	a	post-Katrina	gift.
	 Speaking	 of	 Austrian	 post-Katrina	 recovery	
donations	to	UNO,	we	are	humbled	by	the	out-
pouring	 of	 support	 from	 our	 Austrian	 friends.	
As	 reported,	 we	 received	 a	 very	 generous	 gift	
of	 $1	 million	 from	 the	Austrian	 Marshall	 Plan	
Foundation.	 It	 has	 supported	 a	 UNO	 charter	
school,	a	student	exchange	with	Innsbruck,	and	
the	 public	 radio	 station	 in	 New	 Orleans.	 The	
bulk	 is	 earmarked	 towards	 building	 an	 Inter-
national	 Studies	 Center	 at	 UNO.	 Fundraisers	
in	 Innsbruck	and	cash	or	 in-kind	donations	by	
individuals	 and	 institutions	 from	 all	 over	 Aus-
tria	 have	 allowed	 UNO	 students	 to	 spend	 free	
semesters	 in	 Innsbruck	 and	 Graz.	 Altogether	
UNO	 received	 donations	 from	 Austria	 valued	
at	 $1,161,000.	 Our	 longstanding	 partnership	
with	 the	 University	 of	 Innsbruck	 and	 friend-
ship	 with	 other	 Austrian	 institutions	 has	 been	
a	great	blessing	to	UNO	and	aided	our	physical	
and	spiritual	recovery	from	a	great	disaster.	We	
are	humbled	by	the	Austrian	capacity	for	helping	
friends	during	bad	times.

	 The	highlight	of	our	fall	term	was	our	success-
ful	 annual	 symposium,	 held	 this	 time	 in	 Salz-
burg.	 Under	 the	 keen	 leadership	 of	 Reinhold	
Wagnleitner	from	the	University	of	Salzburg	and	
Wolfgang	Pillinger	from	the	Mozarteum,	a	spec-
tacular	“Satchmo	 Meets	 Amadeus”	 symposium	
was	 staged.	 The	 papers	 are	 already	 available	 in	
published	form	from	Studienverlag	in	Innsbruck	
and	Transaction	Publishers	in	New	Jersey	(www.
transactionpub.com).	A	small	festival	of	musical	
performances	extending	over	four	evenings	com-
plemented	the	program.	Joe	Muryani,	who	played	
with	Louis	Armstrong	in	his	last	band,	dazzled	
audiences	with	his	virtuoso	clarinet	work,	as	did	
many	other	musicians	who	performed	both	clas-
sical	and	jazz	music.	The	only	regret	we	have	is	
that	this	unique	combination	of	pairing	Austrian	
classical	 music	 with	 jazz—America’s	 classical	
music—was	not	recorded	for	wider	audiences.	A	
magical	Michael	P.	Smith	photo	exhibit	of	pre-
Katrina	New	Orleans	popular	culture	accompa-
nied	 this	Austro-American	 feast	 for	 the	 senses.	
We	 are	 grateful	 to	 Erich	 Marx,	 the	 director	 of	
the	Salzburg	Museum	Carolino	Augusteum,	for	
his	hospitality	in	staging	this	multi-disciplinary	
trans-Atlantic	 meeting	 of	 cultures.	 Given	 the	
situation	in	the	Crescent	City,	it	was	an	inspira-
tional	event	of	cultural	renewal.

Günter Bischof
Director, CenterAustria

Students from the University of Innsbruck studying at the UNO in 2006-7. CenterAustria office manager 
Gertraud Griessner is at the extreme left of the picture, director Günter Bischof at the extreme right.

report from New Orleans

CenterAustria, UNO on road to recovery
Generosity of Austrian partners is inspiring and humbling
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meet	in	front	of	the	Vienna	Opera	House,	because	we	were	all	opera	fans	
at	that	time.	Obviously	we	had	no	telephones,	no	cell	phones,	no	e-mail,	
and	we	couldn’t	even	write	to	each	other	because	we	had	no	addresses.	But	
we	did	it!	On	the	appointed	day,	two	of	my	childhood	friends	and	I	met	in	
front	of	the	Vienna	Opera	House.	After	that,	we	went	our	different	ways,	
but	we	still	remember	the	place	where	we	met	and	we	also	remember	the	
kindness	of	the	people.	Many	Austrians	may	have	been	fed	up	with	all	the	
Hungarian	refugees	because	we	disturbed	 their	 lives,	but	 they	 treated	us	
absolutely	fantastically.

ASN:	And yet you eventually emigrated to America.
CG:	Well,	I	thought	at	that	time	that	World	War	III	was	imminent,	and	so	
I	signed	up	to	go	to	Australia,	thinking	that	that	was	about	the	most	dis-
tant	outpost	of	civilization	that	I,	with	my	limited	knowledge	of	geography,	
could	 think	of.	 I	had	not	yet	 left	Vienna,	 though,	when	I	got	a	 telegram	
from	an	uncle	in	New	York	who	had	left	Hungary	in	the	1930s.	I	remember	
it	vividly:	“You	can	always	go	to	Australia,	but	if	you	get	a	visa	to	come	to	
the	United	States,	you	should	 take	advantage	of	 that.”	 I	didn’t	know	any	
better,	so	I	followed	his	advice.	I	was	extremely	lucky—at	just	that	point,	
President	 Eisenhower	 increased	 the	 immigration	 quotas.	 Normally,	 only	
4,000	 Hungarians	 could	 come	 to	 the	 US	 each	 year,	 but	 to	 Eisenhower’s	
great	credit,	he	went	to	Congress	and	got	permission	to	let	another	40,000	
Hungarians	emigrate	to	the	US.	In	the	end	44,000	Hungarians	came,	most	

of	 us	 were	 educated,	 and	 many	 have	 made	 tremendous	 contributions	 to	
American	life.	

ASN:	What lesson does the Hungarian Revolution offer for the present?
CG:	 I	have	avoided	answering	that	question	 in	my	book	despite	the	fact	
that	several	friends,	my	editor,	and	my	wife	wanted	me	to	do	that.	But	I	will	
say	the	following:	The	kind	of	thing	that	the	United	States	did,	encourag-
ing	people	to	rebel—as	we	did	again	in	1991	with	the	Kurds—and	then	
declining	to	assist	them	once	they	do,	is	unconscionable	and	should	not	be	
done.	 That	 is	 certainly	 one	 conclusion.	Another,	 more	 controversial	 con-
clusion	 might	 be	 that	 small	 countries	 that	 belong	 to	 a	 particular	 bloc	 or	
sphere	of	influence	ought	to	rely	not	only	on	bravery	to	get	ahead	but	also	
on	wisdom.	Bravery	is	a	quality	I	respect.	The	world	would	not	move	ahead	
if	 everybody	 was	 restrained,	 judicious,	 and	 balanced	 all	 the	 time.	 By	 the	
same	token	I	would	say	that	heroes	and	brave	and	young	people	are	unlikely	
to	move	the	world	ahead	without	balance,	judiciousness,	and	restraint.	I	see	
many	examples	in	the	world	where	people	either	are	unwilling	to	make	any	
compromises	or	 they	make	 too	many	compromises,	 and	 if	Hungary	had	
had	a	statesman	to	lead	it	in	the	revolution,	even	despite	the	revolutionary	
dynamics,	which	of	course	pushed	the	whole	thing	forward	with	extraor-
dinary	speed,	the	Hungarian	Revolution	might	have	been	won.	We	might	
only	have	won	semi-independence	and	semi-freedom,	but	as	I	argue	in	the	
book,	something	is	better	than	nothing.		v

Charles Gati from page 23

Salzburg 2007
	 In	 fall	 2006,	 Jürgen	 Flinn	 officially	 became	 the	 artistic	
director	of	the	Salzburg	Festival.	But	will	the	2007	festival	
be	his	first	season	or	Peter	Ruzicka’s	last?	Obviously,	many	
decisions	were	made	before	2006	(although	Flimm	was	pre-
viously	 director	 of	 drama).	Well,	 whoever	 gets	 credit,	 this	
summer’s	program	looks	as	exciting	and	innovative	as	ever.	
	 	 Luk	Percival	will	lead	the	charge	of	experimentation	as	
he	does	to	Molière	what	he	previously	did	to	Shakespeare.	
In	1999,	he	combined	Richard II,	Henry IV, Henry V,	and	
Richard III	into	one	12-hour	play,	Schlachten!,	in	which	the	
decay	of	the	kingdom	was	matched	by	the	decay	of	the	play’s	
language	and	the	increasing	and	graphic	cruelty	of	its	action.	
In	Molière. Eine Passion,	Perceval	and	his	collaborators	have	
melded	The Misanthrope, Don Juan, Tartuffe,	and	The Miser	
into	a	work	about	one	man	as	he	passes	through	four	stages	
of	life.	Perceval	says	that	each	of	the	four	central	characters	
is,	a	facet	of	Molière’s	personality,	yet	it	will	be	challenging	
to	create	a	character	who	will	embody	all	four	title	charac-
ters’	contradictory	aspects.	The	protagonist’s	changes	won’t	
be	smooth,	he	warns,	but	they	will	have	a	dramatic	logic.
	 Possibly	the	most	exciting/controversial	opera	production	
will	 be	 Philipp	 Stölzl’s	 production	 of	 Berlioz’s	 grand,	 gor-
geous,	and	infrequently	produced	opera	buffa	Benvenuto Cel-
lini.	The	40-year-old	Stölzl	started	as	a	stage	designer,	then	
moved	into	music	videos,	creating	innovative	and	acclaimed	
films	for	Madonna,	Mick	Jagger,	and	others	before	returning	
to	the	stage	to	direct	and	design	opera.	For	Benvenuto Cel-
lini,	he	will	draw	on	all	his	skills	and	even	incorporate	video	
into	the	production.	Neil	Shicoff,	the	noted	American	tenor,	
will	sing	the	title	role,	and	Valery	Gergiev	will	conduct.
	 Another	opera	rarity	will	be	staged:	a	work	by	Haydn.	Ivor	
Bolton	will	conduct	Annette	Dasch	and	Michael	Schade	in	
Haydn’s	Armida. Like	 all	 Haydn,	 it’s	 melodic	 but	 not	 tre-
mendously	dramatic.

Above: pianist Alfred Brendel (photo: Barbara 
Klemm). Right, tenor Neil Shicoff (photo: Gottt-
fried Heinwen).

	 Concert	 fare	will	 feature	 the	usual	 array	of	
the	 world’s	 most	 brilliant	 artists.	The	Vienna	
Philharmonic,	 the	 Berlin	 Philharmonic,	 and	
other	world-class	orcestras	will	perform,	led	by	
conductors	such	as	Sir	Simon	Rattle,	Nikolaus	
Harnoncourt,	and	Riccardo	Muti.	
	 Pianists	 Alfred	 Brendel	 and	 Maurizio	 Pol-
lini,	violinists	Gil	Shaham	and	Gidon	Kremer,	
guitarist	 Marc	 Ribot,	 the	 Emerson	 Quartet,	
and	vocalists	Reneé	Fleming,	Placido	Domingo,	
Anna	 Netrebko,	 and	 Thomas	 Hampson	 will	
all	appear.	Will	you?		v

a sneak peek at the summer to come
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Austria. Symposium. “Communication	 and	 Informa-
tion	in	the	18th	Century:	The	Habsburg	Monarchy,”	
April	26-28,	2007,	Austrian	National	Library,	Vienna.	
The	aim	of	this	conference	is	to	illuminate	the	history	
of	the	empire	and	focus	in	particular	on	the	transna-
tional	and	multilingual	character	of	book	production.	
Contact:	 Johannes	 Frimmel	 &	 Michael	Wögerbauer,	
Abteilung	 für	 Vergleichende	 Literaturwissenschaft,	
Universität	Wien.	E-mail:	 johannes.frimmel@univie.
ac.at;	michael.woegerbauer@gmx.net.	Website:	www.
buchforschung.at.	

England.	 International conference.	 International	 Con-
ference	 on	 Accounting	 and	 Finance	 in	 Transition,	
Greenwich	 (South	 East	 London),	 July	 12-14.	 The	
University	of	Greenwich	is	organizing	a	major	 inter-
national	conference	devoted	to	exploring	issues	raised	
for	 accounting	 and	 finance	 academics,	 practitioners,	
and	policy	makers	as	a	result	of	periods	of	rapid	eco-
nomic	 and	 social	 change.	 The	 conference	 is	 the	 fifth	
in	 a	 row,	 following	 earlier	 conferences	 in	 Greenwich	
(2003,	 2005),	 Kavala,	 Greece	 (2004)	 and	 Adelaide,	
Australia	 (2006).	 The	 5th	 ICAFT	 will	 examine	 not	
only	those	issues	related	to	transition	from	a	command	
to	a	market-oriented	economy	and	their	implications	
for	 the	 accounting	 and	 finance	 professions,	 but	 also	
all	other	aspects	of	accounting	and	finance	affected	by	
times	of	 rapid	 social	 and	economic	 change.	Contact:	
Dr.	Edouard	Mambu	ma	Khenzu,	ICAFT	Academic	
Secretary,	 University	 of	 Greenwich	 Business	 School,	
Old	 Royal	 Naval	 College,	 30	 Park	 Row,	 Greenwich,	
London	 SE10	 9LS,	 England,	 UK.	 E-mail:	 ICAFT-
2007@gre.ac.uk.

Germany.	International and interdisciplinary conference.	
“The	 ‘Establishment’	 Responds	 -	 The	 Institutional	
and	 Social	 Impact	 of	 Protest	 Movements	 During	
and	After	 the	 Cold	War,”	 November	 22-24,	 Heidel-
berg	Center	for	American	Studies	(HCA),	University	
of	 Heidelberg,	 Germany.	 Third	 Event	 of	 the	 Marie	
Curie	 Conferences	 and	 Training	 Courses	 Series	 of	
Events	 (SCF),	 “European	 Protest	 Movements	 since	
the	 Cold	 War:	 The	 Rise	 of	 a	 (Trans-)national	 Civil	
Society	and	the	Transformation	of	the	Public	Sphere	
after	1945.”	Supported	by	the	European	Union.	Con-
veners:	 Martin	 Klimke	 (HCA,	 University	 of	 Hei-
delberg),	 Joachim	 Scharloth	 (University	 of	 Zurich),	
Kathrin	 Fahlenbrach	 (University	 Halle,	 Germany).	
Protest	movements	themselves	are	gradually	entering	
the	realms	of	scholarly	analysis	in	Europe	and	the	US,	
but	the	larger	repercussions	they	caused	with	respect	
to	the	various	institutions	of	society	have	largely	been	
neglected.	When	thinking	of	1953	in	East	Germany,	
1956	in	Hungary,	1968	in	all	of	Europe,	the	terrorism	
of	the	1970s,	as	well	as	1989	in	Eastern	Europe,	it	was,	
however,	 the	 perception	 of	 the	 “establishment”	 that	
was	frequently	posed	as	the	embodiment	of	things	to	
overcome	and	the	major	target	of	criticism.	But	social	
reactions	to	these	protest	phenomena,	both	in	Eastern	
and	Western	Europe	as	well	as	 in	the	U.S.,	have	not	
yet	been	sufficiently	and	comparatively	explored.	This	
conference	explores	the	various	ways	in	which	political	
parties,	the	business	world,	the	military,	trade	unions,	

churches	 or	 other	 segments	 of	 society	 experienced,	
confronted,	 or	 actively	 contributed	 to	 protest	 move-
ments.	The	conference	 language	will	be	mainly	Eng-
lish.	 For	 further	 information:	 www.protest-research.
eu	or	mail@protest-research.eu.	

United States.	Call for Papers, book (update).	 Robert	
von	Dassanowsky	(University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	
Springs/UCLA)	and	Oliver	C.	Speck	 (University	of	
North	 Carolina,	 Wilmington)	 solicit	 abstracts	 for	
English-language	essays	to	be	included	in	a	proposed	
volume	 on	 New	 Austrian	 Film.	 Deadline	 has	 been	
extended	and	the	call	now	also	includes	scholarly	arti-
cles	previously	published	in	journals	(but	not	books)	
for	 which	 the	 author	 holds	 copyright	 or	 can	 obtain	
reprint	 rights.	 Credit	 will	 be	 given	 to	 the	 previous	
publication.	
	 This	volume	is	intended	as	a	reader	that	will	make	
this	 new	 wave	 accessible	 to	 non-German	 speaking	
academics,	students,	filmmakers,	critics	and	cineastes.	
Given	the	limited	crossover	between	film	studies,	Ger-
manist/Austrianist,	 gender	 studies,	 and	popular	cul-
ture/history	readership,	a	mix	of	new	and	previously	
published	 articles	 will	 provide	 a	 unique	 basic	 source	
for	wider	reception.	
	 The	editors	invite	a	variety	of	academic	approaches	
(close	 readings,	 psychoanalytical,	 anthrocultural,	
sociopolitical,	 new	 historicist,	 feminist,	 postmodern-
ist,	literary	adaptation,	etc.)	to	the	period	and	the	art-
ists	(directors,	writers,	actors,	producers)	of	New	Aus-
trian	Film,	beginning	with	its	roots	in	the	early	1980s	
(the	era	of	the	founding	of	the	national	film	fund,	pro-
vocative	historical	confrontations	utilizing	traditional	
structure	 such	 as	 Antel’s	 Der Bockerer,	 and	 feminist	
narratives	as	 in	Export’s	Die Praxis der Liebe)	 to	 the	
present.	Topics	may	also	include	examinations	of	fea-
ture,	documentary	and	experimental	genres;	(co-)pro-
duction	 modes;	 national,	 regional	 and	 international	
reception;	 political,	 ethnic	 and	 social	 influences	 and	
ramifications.	 Filmmakers	 of	 interest	 include	Albert,	
Seidl,	Hausner,	Derflinger,	Glawogger,	Tscherkassky,	
Arnold,	Schwabenitzky,	Beckermann,	Heller,	Schmi-
derer,	 Sicheritz,	 Ruzowitzky,	 Spielmann,	 Draschan,	
Stepanik,	 Schindel,	 Unger,	 Minck,	 Covi,	 Frimmel.	
We	are	currently	over-submitted	on	Haneke,	so	please	
consider	submitting	on	one	of	the	above	listed	topics.
	 Please	 send	 500-word	 proposal	 abstracts	 or	 sum-
maries	 of	 previous	 publication	 with	 e-mail	 header	
“New	Austrian	Film	Book”	(in	Microsoft	Word)	and	a	
short	cv	or	biography	in	the	same	attachment	to	both	
Robert	 von	 Dassanowsky,	 rvondass@uccs.edu,	 and	
Oliver	 C.	 Speck,	 specko@uncw.edu.	 New deadline:	
March 31.	Accepted	contributions	(7,000	words	max.)	
will	be	due	in	October 2007.

United States.	 Call for Papers, journal.	 For	 a	 special	
issue	 of	 the	 Anthropology of East Europe Review	 on	
Roma	and	Gadje,	scheduled	for	Fall	2007.	We	are	seek-
ing	papers	that	consider	the	ways	Romani	individuals	
and	communities	negotiate,	resist,	and	reproduce	the	
places	Roma	occupy	in	the	social	and	political	contexts	
of	non-Romani	spheres,	as	well	as	sociological	analy-
ses	of	the	lifeworlds	and	counterpublics	of	Roma.
	 As	a	liberal	order	consolidates	throughout	the	East-

ern	European	region,	Roma	everywhere	are	taken	up	
either	as	(to	borrow	a	term	from	Saidiya	Hartman)	the	
“imaginative	surface”	of	the	woes	of	postsocialism	or	as	
a	romanticized	remnant	of	a	bygone	past.	Roma	seem	
to	exist	in	the	shadow	of	culture—timeless,	errant	and	
enchantingly	 Other—while	 the	 social	 worlds	 they	
inhabit	 are	 circumscribed	 by	 their	 intensifying	 eco-
nomic	and	spatial	marginalization	and	the	continued	
pathologization	of	 their	behavior	as	 inadaptable	and	
often	criminal.	Gadje,	in	turn,	are	rarely,	if	ever,	explic-
itly	 implicated	 in	 the	 public	 figurations	 of	 difference	
through	which	Romani	and	Gadje	identities	are	mutu-
ally	constituted	and	that	set	the	terms	of	much	of	the	
scholarly	and	activist	engagement	with	Romani	lives.
	 The	 editors	 seek	 contributions	 that	 situate	 their	
analysis	 within	 this	 specular	 constitution	 of	 Other-
ness	in	specific	historical,	political	and	social	milieux.	
Contributions	might	address	visual	culture,	the	entan-
glements	of	power	and	visibility,	and	the	spectacular-
ization	of	Zigeuner/Tigani/Cikán/Cigany	difference,	
or	 the	 processes	 of	 subjectivization,	 the	 implications	
of	 the	 pervasiveness	 of	 the	 Zigeuner/Tigani/Cikán/
Cigany	Other	 for	 the	Romani	self,	 its	embodiments,	
its	 practices	 of	 self-knowledge	 and	 self-care,	 or	 the	
poetics	and	aesthetics	of	Romani	 resistance	and	dis-
simulation	 and	 attendant	 issues	 of	 performativity.	
Interdisciplinary	 contributions	 reflecting	 sustained	
ethnographic	 or	 archival	 engagement	 with	 Romani	
communities	 in	Eastern	Europe	are	particularly	wel-
come.	Yasar	Abu	Ghosh,	Krista	Hegburg,	and	Shan-
non	 Woodcock,	 the	 guest	 editors,	 would	 especially	
like	 to	 encourage	 activists,	 scholars	 from	 the	 region,	
and	junior	scholars,	including	post-fieldwork	graduate	
students,	to	contribute	to	this	volume.	Papers	should	
not	exceed	10,000	words.	A	limited	number	of	contri-
butions	may	be	translated;	please	contact	the	editors	
in	advance	of	submission	for	further	information.		 	
	 Papers	 and	 inquiries	 may	 be	 sent	 to	 Krista	 Heg-
burg	at	kmh55@columbia.edu.	Website:	http://www.
columbia.edu/~kmh55/cfp.html.	Deadline:	May 15.

Call for Papers, journal.	In	2007,	East European Jewish 
Affairs,	 the	 leading	 scholarly	 journal	 devoted	 to	 the	
history	of	East	European	Jews	(published	in	the	UK	
by	Taylor	and	Francis),	will	be	going	from	two	issues	
per	 annum	 to	 three.	 We	 welcome	 submissions	 on	
all	 themes	related	to	the	history	of	Central	and	East	
European	Jews	(social,	political,	religious,	cultural,	etc)	
from	all	periods	and	states,	including	Poland,	Russia,	
Hungary,	 Czech	 Lands,	 and	 Slovakia,	 as	 well	 as	 on	
emigration.	EEJA	 is	a	peer-reviewed	journal	that	has	
been	 published	 since	 1968.	 Submissions	 should	 be	
sent	 to	the	Managing	Editor,	Dr	Sam	Johnson,	elec-
tronically	or	in	hard	copy.	Guidelines	for	submission	
can	 be	 found	 on	 the	 Taylor	 and	 Francis	 website	 at	
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/13501674.
asp.	 For	 further	 information,	 contact	 Dr.	 Sam	 John-
son,	 Department	 of	 Hebrew	 and	 Jewish	 Studies,	
University	 College	 London,	 Gower	 Street,	 London	
WC1E	6BT,	UK.	Email:	sam.johnson@ucl.ac.uk.

Austria.	Postdoctorate fellowships.	Austria’s	Internatio-
nales	Forschungszentrum	Kulturwissenschaften	offers	
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	 The	Working	Papers	in	Austrian	Studies	series	serves	scholars	who	study	the	history,	politics,	society,	economy,	and	culture	of	modern	Austria	and	Habsburg	Central	
Europe.	It	encourages	comparative	studies	involving	Austria	or	the	Habsburg	lands	and	other	European	states,	stimulates	discussion	in	the	field,	and	provides	a	vehicle	for	
circulating	work	in	progress.	It	is	open	to	all	papers	prior	to	final	publication	but	gives	priority	to	papers	by	affiliates	of	the	Center	and	scholars	who	have	given	lectures	or	
attended	conferences	at	the	Center.	Beginning	with	Working	Paper	04-1,	papers	will	be	published	online	only.	If	you	would	like	to	have	a	paper	considered	for	inclusion	in	
the	series,	please	contact	Gary	Cohen,	director,	Center	for	Austrian	Studies.

Working Papers in Austrian Studies

	 Working	papers	92-1	through	96-3	are	still	available	in	printed	form,	and	most	are	also	posted	on	our	website.	Contact	the	Center	or	www.cas.umn.edu	for	authors	
and	titles.	The	price	per	paper	is	$3.00	($4.00	for	foreign	addresses).	To	order,	send	your	name,	address,	and	paper	numbers	requested	along	with	payment	to	Center	for	
Austrian	Studies,	Attention:	Working	Papers	(address	on	page	2).		Payment by check ONLY,	 in	U.S.	dollars,	drawn	on	a	U.S.	bank,	made	out	to	“Center	for	Austrian	
Studies,	University	of	Minnesota.”	Most	working	papers	are	also	available	on	our	website	and	may	be	downloaded	for	free.	The	URL	is	http://www.cas.umn.edu.	

97-1. Siegfried Beer, Target Central Europe: 
American Intelligence Efforts Regarding Nazi and 
Early Postwar Austria, 1941-1947

98-1. Dina Iordanova, Balkan Wedding Revisited: 
Multiple Messages of Filmed Nuptials

98-2. Christopher Long, The Other Modern 
Dwelling: Josef Frank and Haus & Garten 

99-1. Peter Thaler, “Germans” and “Austrians” 
in World War II: Military History and National 
Identity

99-2. Adi Wimmer, The “Lesser Traumatized”: 
Exile Narratives of Austrian Jews

00-1. Lonnie Johnson, On the Inside Looking 
Out: The ÖVP-FPÖ Government, Jörg Haider, and 
Europe

00-2. Alan Levy, An American Jew in Vienna

01-1. Erika Weinzierl, The Jewish Middle Class in 
Vienna in the 19th Century 

02-1. Stanley and Zdenka Winters, “My Life 
Was Determined by History”: An Interview with 
Jaroslav Pánek

02-2. Hansjörg Klausinger, The Austrian School 
of Economics and the Gold Standard Mentality in 
Austrian Economic Policy in the 1930s

03-1. Beth Bjorklund, Working-Class Literature: 
Petzold’s Rauhes Leben

03-2. Fred Stambrook, The Golden Age of the 
Jews of Bukovina, 1880-1914  (online only)

04-1. Janet Wasserman, Karoline Eberstaller: Is 
She the Real Link between Franz Schubert and 
Anton Bruckner? (online only)

06-1. Arnold Suppan, Austrians, Czechs, and 
Sudeten Germans as a Community of Conflict in 
the Twentieth Century.

06-2. John Murray and Lars Nilssson, Risk 
Compensation for Workers in Late Imperial 
Austria. (online only)

07-1. David Luft, Das intellektuelle Leben 
Österreichs in seiner Beziehung zur deutschen 
Sprache und der modernen Kultur. (online only)

spotlight

 On June 1, 2006, the Musiksammlung of the 
Stadt und Landesbibliothek, Wien, unveiled the 
new Schubert Online Archive, an innovative 
musicological research tool developed by 
the Institute for Applied Musicology and 
Psychology in cooperation with the Vienna City 
Library and the Musicological Institute of the 
University of Vienna. 
 Dr. Thomas Aigner, head of the 
Musiksammlung, noted that the Schubert 
manuscript collection of the Stadt- und 
Landesbibliothek would be made available 
to scholars and researchers everywhere via 
digitized reproductions of the more than 450 
holdings in the Vienna City Library archive. 
Schubert Online will provide much easier access 
to rare and physically sensitive documents, 
differently detailed ways of viewing the 
manuscripts and, most importantly, the ability 
to order print-quality reproductions online of 
either single pages or whole works.
 The Schubert Collection of the Vienna 
City Library has, at its core, the world’s 
most substantial body of autograph music 
manuscripts by Schubert and a nearly complete 
collection of first editions of his works. 
It is the main source material for the Neu 
Schubert Ausgabe (New Schubert Edition) 
and a treasure trove for those specializing in 
the unfinished works. Its contents have been 
featured in many exhibitions, including the 
City of Vienna’s major Schubert events of 1997 
that marked the 200th anniversary of the 
composer’s birth.
 The URL is www.schubert-online.at.

The Schubert Online Archive
postdoctoral	scholarships	to	scholars	at	various	stages	
of	 their	 careers.	Senior	Fellowships	 support	 scholars	
who	are	well	advanced	in	their	academic	careers.	Qual-
ified	scholars	are	eligible	without	regard	to	nationality,	
institutional,	or	departmental	affiliation.	Preference	is	
given	 to	 applicants	 of	 international	 repute	 who	 have	
published	 significant	 papers	 in	 recognized	 refereed	
journals	and	books	that	establish	the	author	as	a	lead-
ing	expert	in	his/her	academic	field.	They	are	granted	
for	one	academic	 semester,	October	1-January	31	or	
March	 1-	 June	 30.	 Fellowships	 entail	 a	 monthly	 sti-
pend	of	€	2,325	(€	75	per	day),	office	space	at	the	IFK	
equipped	 with	 electronic	 facilities	 including	 internet	
access,	one-time	travel	costs	to	and	from	Vienna,	and	
free	accommodation	in	a	studio	apartment	(35	square	
meters).	The	IFK	will	not	contribute	to	retirement	or	
health	benefits.
	 Research	Fellowships	are	designed	to	support	post-
doctoral	 scholars	 early	 in	 their	 careers.	 Applicants	
must	have	a	Doctorate	or	a	Ph.D.	at	the	time	of	appli-
cation.	 Qualified	 scholars	 are	 eligible	 without	 regard	
to	 nationality,	 institutional,	 or	 departmental	 affilia-
tion.	 Preference	 is	 given	 to	 qualified	 Austrian	 appli-
cants.	They	are	granted	for	one	academic	semester	and	
entail	 a	 monthly	 stipend	 of	 max.	 €	 2,325	 (€	 75	 per	
day),	office	space	at	the	IFK	equipped	with	electronic	
facilities	 including	 internet	 access,	 one-time	 travel	
costs	to	and	from	Vienna,	and	free	accommodation	in	
a	studio	apartment	(35	square	meters).	The	IFK	will	
not	contribute	to	retirement	or	health	benefits.
	 Preference	 is	 given	 to	 applicants	 who	 are	 engaged	
in	research	with	a	thematic	 link	to	the	IFK’s	current	
research	foci	on	“The	politics	of	looking	-	visual	cultures	
in	conflict”	and	“The	cultural	paradoxes	of	globaliza-
tion.”	However,	 this	 is	not	a	prerequisite	 for	applica-
tion.	Applications	may	be	submitted	either	in	English	

or	German.	Applications	will	be	peer-reviewed	by	the	
IFK’s	International	Academic	Advisory	Board.	A	final	
decision	 will	 be	 taken	 in	 regard	 to	 the	 requirements	
of	 the	 yearly	 scholarly	 program.	 The	 Board	 looks	
for	 four	 essential	 features	 in	 fellowship	 proposals:	 a	
well-defined	and	innovative	research	question,	a	clear	
definition	 of	 the	 uniqueness	 of	 the	 work	 and/or	 the	
significance	 of	 the	 research	 to	 important	 theoretical	
and	methodological	issues	in	interdisciplinary	cultural	
studies	and	humanities,	a	discussion	of	the	work	in	the	
context	of	appropriate	research	done	by	international	
scholars,	 and	 clear	 methodological	 provisions	 that	
guarantee	an	interdisciplinary	research	focus.	The	IFK	
supports	projects	that	combine	empirical	investigation	
with	thoughtful	theoretical	work.	Research	proposals	
that	present	a	clearly	formulated	problem,	demonstrate	
familiarity	with	the	scholarly	field(s),	and	develop	an	
interdisciplinary	methodological	framework	stand	the	
best	chance	of	approval	by	the	International	Academic	
Advisory	Board.	
	 Contact	IFK	at	Reichsratsstraße	17,	1010	Vienna,	
Austria,	 fax:	 43-1-504	 11	 32,	 e-Mail:	 ifk@ifk.ac.at.	
Deadline for 2008-09:	July 1, 2007.	Decision	notifi-
cation:	December 2007.
	 Also of note:	 IFK Urban Fellowships,	 jointly	
awarded	 by	 IFK	 and	 the	 City	 of	 Vienna,	 and	 Ful-
bright/IFK	 Fellowships.	 These	 provide	 US scholars	
( Junior	 and	 Senior	 Fellows)	 with	 an	 opportunity	 to	
conduct	 research	at	 IFK.	Applications	 from	scholars	
whose	fields	of	 interest	and	expertise	are	 in	 interdis-
ciplinary	 and	 comparative	 cultural	 studies	 and	 are	
related	 to	 topics	 relevant	 to	Viennese,	Austrian,	 and	
Central	European	traditions	are	preferred.	For	infor-
mation,	 contact	 the	 Austrian-American	 Educational	
Commission	(Fulbright	Commission),	Fax:	43-1-408	
77	65,	website:	www.fulbright.at.	or	IFK.
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YES! I  WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO 
CENTER fOR aUSTRIaN STUDIES pROgRamS

$50 $100 $250 $500 $1,000 OTHER (SpECIfY amOUNT)

For the Kann Memorial Lecture Fund, make check out to University of Minnesota Foundation and note Fund #6477 on check. 
For the William E. Wright Graduate Fellowship in Central European History, make check out to University of Minnesota 
Foundation and note Fund #7659 on check.

Name

Address

City	 	 	 State	 	 	 	 Zip	 	 Country

Mail	to:	Kann	Memorial	Lecture	Fund	or	William	E.	Wright	Graduate	Fellowship,	University	of	Minnesota	
Foundation,	Lockbox	“B,”	P.O.	Box	70870,	CM	3854,	Saint	Paul,	MN	55170-3854.	Thank you for your support!

	 	 I	want	to	sustain	the	memory	of	Robert	A.	Kann,	one	of	Austria	and	America’s	most	respected	Habsburg	scholars	
and	strengthen	ties	between	the	Center	for	Austrian	Studies	and	scholars,	students,	and	the	community.	

	 	 I	want	to	honor	a	respected	Habsburg	scholar	and	the	founder	of	the	Center,	William	E.	Wright,	and	help	the	Center	
and	the	Department	of	History	award	needed	aid	to	graduate	students	in	Central	European	history.	

Check	enclosed Please	charge	to	my	VISA	/	Mastercard	/	American	Express	/	Discover	(circle	one)

Card	# Exp.	date

Signature


