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Austrian Studies Newsletter
You might have noticed that we’ve changed a bit.

In fact, you might think that the above is an understatement.

Why have we opted for such a drastically different look? After all, 
beauty comes from within, doesn’t it? And isn’t substance more 
important than style?

I can’t deny the truth of those two statements, and yet several 
things precipitated the changes you see. First, the ASN is really a 
feature magazine, not a newsletter. As always, we have news and 
features about Austria and Central Europe, scholars of the region, 
and Central European expatriates of interest. We wanted the ASN 
to look more like a magazine. Second, we wanted the look to be 
cleaner and more readable, inviting even more scholars, students, 
and interested nonacademics to read all of it. So I spent some time 
studying magazines and newsletters whose look I liked and invited 
friends who edit and/or design magazines to critique recent issues 
(thanks to Eugenia Smith in particular). This issue of ASN is the 
result.

Undoubtedly, the new design will evolve. Think of the look as a 
sharp new suit that might have to be altered by the tailor to fit just 
so. If you have any comments, please send them to me (my e-mail is 
in the sidebar to the right). In the meantime, enjoy the content of the 
Newsletter—which, I assure you, we’ve put as much hard work into 
as ever. 

Last of all, we had some help from outside the Center in putting out 
this issue. ASN thanks Jovan Knutson for her editorial assistance 
and Everett Kubala from CLA External Relations for the lively 
photographs of Horst Rechelbacher, including this issue’s cover.

Daniel Pinkerton

Horst Rechelbacher, center, with partner Kiran Stordalen, left, and daughter 
Nicole Thomas, right. Taken at “An Evening with Horst Rechelbacher,” April 
2006. (Photo by Daniel Pinkerton)
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Thursday, September 14, 3:30 p.m. 
Lecture. Carola Sachse, History, 
University of Vienna. “On Men and the 
Animals: The Vivisection Debate in late 
19th Century Germany.” Cosponsored 
with the Program in the History of 
Science and Technology, the Center for 
German and European Studies, and the 
Department of History. Ford Room, 710 
Social Sciences.

Monday, October 9, �006, 4:00 p.m. 
Robert A. Kann Memorial Lecture. 
Herwig Wolfram, History, University of 
Vienna. “Austria before Austria: The 
Medieval Past of Polities to Come.” 
Cosponsored with the Center for 
Medieval Studies. Wilkins Room, 215 
Humphrey Center.

Tuesday, October 17, �006, 3:30 
p.m. Lecture. Claudia Fritsche, 
Ambassador of Liechtenstein to the 
U.S. “Transatlantic Relations and Global 
Governance: The Growing Role of 
Multilateral Cooperation.” Cosponsored 
with the Departments of Political 
Science and Sociology and the Hubert 
H. Humphrey Institute. Wilkins Room, 
215 Humphrey Center.

Wednesday, October �5, 3:30 
p.m. Lecture. Fionnuala Ní Aoláin, 
University of Minnesota Law School 
and the University of Ulster (Belfast). 
“The European Legal System Responds 
to Terrorism: Balancing Human Rights 
and Security.” Cowles Auditorium, 
Humphrey Center.

Wednesday, November 8, 8:00 p.m. 
Roundtable. “The Hungarian Revolution 
of 1956: Assessments and Testimony.” 
Charles Gati, Johns Hopkins University 
School of Advanced International 
Studies; Robert Fisch, University of 
Minnesota Medical School; Laszlo 
Fülop, Minnesota Hungarians. 
Cosponsored with the Minnesota 
Historical Society and Minnesota 
Hungarians. Minnesota History Center, 
345 W. Kellogg Blvd., St. Paul.

Letter from the DirectorASN/TOC CAS
fall 2006

calendar
 In late October, Hungary, Hungarian 
emigrés, and friends of that Central European 
nation will commemorate the fiftieth anniver-
sary of the tragic revolution of 1956. The Center, 
together with the Minnesota Historical Soci-
ety, will sponsor a public panel discussion on 
November 8 in St. Paul, including Charles Gati, 
the noted expert on Hungary’s experience under 
communism, and two refugees from the 1956 
revolution who settled in Minnesota.
 Less than a decade after the advent of commu-
nist rule, abortive reform efforts, growing divi-
sions in communist ranks, and popular revulsion 
to Soviet domination led to the disintegration of 
the government, the reemergence of non-com-
munist political forces, and an attempt to reas-
sert national independence. The Soviets, in turn, 
reimposed communist control with military 
force, and the reconstituted Hungarian govern-
ment under János Kádár carried out sweeping 
repressive measures. Some 200,000 Hungar-
ians fled the country in the ensuing weeks and 
months, most of them passing through Austria.  
 The Hungarian events of 1956 surely merit 
commemoration and reflection. In Europe’s 
turbulent twentieth century, 1956 was another 
major episode of searing violence and dashed 
hopes, both for Hungary and the region as a 
whole. The images of street fighting and Soviet 
tanks in Budapest are burned in the memories of 
all who lived through those days. The events of 
1956, the memories of them, and debates about 
that memory have had considerable significance. 
The Kádár government condemned 1956 as a 
counterrevolution against socialist progress. 
 In the 1960s, the Hungarian government 
granted amnesties to supporters of the uprising 
and began to welcome refugees back for visits. 
Nonetheless, the Hungarian communist leader-
ship clung to the claim that 1956 had been an 
attempted counterrevolution. In the 1980s, as 
stagnation of the communist system and failure 
of earlier reform efforts became ever more appar-
ent, pressures mounted for a freer public discus-
sion of Hungarian history under communism, 
particularly the meaning of 1956, as well as cur-
rent economic and social problems. In late 1988 
the Hungarian communist central committee 
empaneled a commission of historians to review 
the events of 1956. Their report, leaked in Janu-
ary 1989, spoke of a “popular uprising against an 
oligarchic system . . . which had humiliated the 
nation.” The great state funeral staged in June 
1989 for Imre Nagy and other leading martyrs 
of 1956 not only gave a fitting public burial to 
them, but it also ceremonially began to seal the 
coffin of the whole communist system.
 The public debates over the meaning of Hun-
gary’s recent history echoed those begun earlier 
in Czechoslovakia in 1968 and in Poland at the 
end of the late 1970s.  Contests over the memory 

and meaning of 
crucial moments in 
the recent past have 
repeatedly surfaced 
as important threads 
in public discourse 
in times of crisis and 
transition through-
out Central Europe 
during the last half 
century. The reform-
ers of the Prague 
Spring had to reas-
sess the causes and mechanisms of the Stalinist 
terror to understand how the postwar dream of a 
socialist democracy had gone wrong. At the end 
of the 1970s, Polish dissident intellectuals and 
labor organizers demanded that their govern-
ment speak the truth about recent Polish history 
as a necessary part of restoring civil rights and 
dignity to citizens.  
 In Austria through the 1950s and 1960s, 
many politicians and opinion-makers tried to 
ignore or gloss over the failure of democracy in 
the country’s First Republic and the acceptance 
by the majority of Austrians of the Anschluß and 
service in the Nazi war effort. Many simply cel-
ebrated the economic and political successes of 
the Second Republic, holding on to the Allied-
sponsored myth of Austria as the “first victim” of 
Nazi aggression. 
 By the late 1960s and 1970s, though, some 
Austrians began to question this in public dis-
cussions, drawing support from the writings of 
historians such as Erika Weinzierl and, later, 
Gerhard Botz and Ernst Hanisch, as well as 
from the critical discussion of modern German 
history in the Federal Republic. The public 
debates sparked by the international questioning 
in 1986 of Kurt Waldheim’s wartime service as a 
Wehrmacht officer eventually brought a water-
shed in Austrian public discourse on the history 
of the late 1930s and the Nazi era. The openness 
and candor with which Austria’s participation in 
the Third Reich can be discussed today signals a 
fundamental change in Austrian public discourse 
from twenty-five years ago.
 It is easy enough to say that the past matters, 
but debates about the past and our memory of it 
matter enormously in how public discourse and 
civil society are constructed. The Cold War has 
ended, but the turbulent and bloody twentieth 
century, in fact, is still with us in many ways. As 
we commemorate events such as last year’s fif-
tieth anniversary of Austria’s State Treaty and 
now of Hungary’s failed 1956 revolution, what 
we find in those events changes in subtle ways. 
Let us hope that we can find valuable new lessons 
from those events about how to deal with the 
current threats to world peace and democracy.   

Gary B. Cohen
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News	from	the	Center

CAS launches colorful new website

Austrian history for
young people

 After a long, hot summer’s worth of work, a beautiful and beautifully organized new 
Center website went live in August 2006. This is a much-needed makeover—the first since 
2001, which is a lifetime in web years. The URL remains www.cas.umn.edu.
 We did not change our previous website design simply for looks, although the new site is 
very attractive. We had two important concerns: first, the structure was not as intuitive as it 
could be, making some information hard to find, and second, some pages and hotlinks were 
sadly out of date. 
 We were greatly assisted in our efforts by the College of Liberal Arts, which provides free 
design and construction assistance to any department that needs it. The CAS team (Daniel 
Pinkerton, David Good, Gary Cohen, and Jules Gehrke) worked with Karen Bencke and 
her Web Team at the CLA Office of Information Technology, CLA-OIT designer Paul 
Coroneos, and Kelly O’Brien of External Relations to create a site with a clear structure and 
a unique feel that visually reflects the Center’s mission. 
 Along with Pinkerton and Cohen, Allison Lindberg from the Center for German and 
European Studies proofed and commented on pages.
 All buttons on the new homepage are located on the left, and just below the beautiful 
picture (we have a different one for each section) is the word “home,” your return ticket. Our 
most immediate upcoming events also appear on the homepage.

 The buttons, and what they will lead you to:
 • About CAS: our mission statement and history
 • Calendar: the current semester’s calendar of events
 • Programs: web pages about the Kann Memorial 
Lecture, the CAS lecture series, and conferences and 
symposia, past and present; also faculty and graduate 
student exchanges
 • Publications: web pages on the AHY, ASN, the 
Center’s scholarly books, and the working papers series
 • Awards and Grants: web pages about funding for 
students, faculty, other funding, and the ACF Book and 
Dissertation Prizes
 • Outreach: web pages about student and community 
outreach
 • Global Opportunities: our online information cen-
ter for scholars and students, with web pages covering 
calls for papers, conferences and symposia, global events 
(lectures, exhibitions, concerts, and the like), journals 
(including calls for manuscripts), and study opportunities, 
in the US and abroad
 • Global Links: webpages with selected links to relevant 
academic sites, both in the US and abroad, sites in all the 
successor states of the Habsburg Empire (including news 
and information sites in English), Austrian embassies in 
the US and vice versa, and sites closely related to CAS 
• People: web pages about our staff, advisory board, and 
associated faculty
• Opportunities for Giving: information about how you 
can support CAS
 Come visit—and let us know what you think!

 The Center is striking out in a new direction in terms of education and 
outreach. Thanks to our administrative manager, Linda Andrean—who 
can now add “author and designer” to her list of duties—we are now 
attempting to generate interest in Austria and Central Europe at an early 
age. Linda has written a text for second and third graders, Where in the 
World is Austria?, that introduces them not only to the region’s history 
and culture, but also to basic concepts of geography and social sciences.
   According to Linda, “The project began in response to an International 
Fair at my granddaughter’s elementary school. My daughter suggested I 
set up a table featuring Austrian information, pictures, and handouts. I 
made up a little book that I thought would be of interest to elementary 
school children. I realize now it was far too mature for elementary age 
kids, but it was a start.”
 News of her project reached the CLA administration. They asked if 
the Center for Austrian Studies would be represented at other K-12 
projects. That’s when Ms. Andrean began thinking seriously about pre-
paring a book for elementary school children.
 Early in her work, she began to think about the fact that so many people 

continued on  opposite page
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News	from	the	Center Randall Kindley, 1952-2006

Randall Kindley, left, with Eva Nowotny, Austrian Ambas-
sador to the United States, right, in 2005.

CAS Austrian history book from previous page

On April 28, the Center for Austrian 
Studies unexpectedly lost a good friend 
and strong supporter, Randall W. Kind-
ley, who died suddenly of a massive heart 
attack. He was 54 years old. 

Randy was born and raised in Greens-
boro, North Carolina. He earned a BA 
from UNC-Asheville in 1979 and a 
Masters of Public Administration from 
UNC-Greensboro in 1989. His course-
work at Greensboro kindled an interest 
in the political dynamics of organizations 
and eventually a desire to pursue a PhD 
in political science, which he received 
from Duke in 1992. At Duke, Randy 
also met his future wife, Evelyn David-
heiser, “at the Xerox machine,” as he liked 
to say, according to Evelyn. His fascina-
tion with organizations led him to Austria and his dissertation topic 
on how the internal functioning of unions there shaped economic per-
formance in the chemical and mechanical engineering sectors of the 
economy. A National Science Foundation grant funded his field work. 
Evelyn says, “Randy loved almost everything about Austria. He lived in 
Vienna while doing his dissertation research and enjoyed combing the 
flea market and going to the opera. Interviews at various factories took 
him all over the country. He would try to plan them on Friday some-
where near good hiking and then spend the weekend in the mountains.”   

The dissertation became a stepping stone for him to engage with Aus-
tria’s “social partnership,” its version of the formal institutions that arose 
after World War II, especially in Europe’s small countries, to manage the 
settlements reached by business and labor leaders with the goal of pro-
moting economic prosperity and political stability. His arrival in Minne-
sota in 1990, the same year I came as the new director of the Center for 
Austria Studies, was fortuitous. By then, the dramatic events of 1989 in 
Central and Eastern Europe were bringing the bipolar division of Cold-
War Europe to an end and launching vigorous debates on the shape of 
the new Europe. Randy ultimately saw Austria as a lens for understand-
ing key features of Europe’s political economy during the last half of 
the twentieth century. He played a major role in the discussions we had 
about expanding the scope of the Center. Randy correctly foresaw that 
small states would fast become the norm in the European Union and 

that Austria and the large number of small 
states like Finland and Hungary on either 
side of the former Iron Curtain would be 
an especially crucial staging area for the 
coming reintegration of Europe.

Randy helped to conceptualize the three 
symposia that capped this new initiative on 
small states and the end of the Cold War: 
“Four Small European Democracies: Secu-
rity Policy in Austria, Finland, Sweden, 
and Switzerland” (1992); “European 
Reintegration and Institution Building in 
Austria, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, and 
Hungary” (1993); and “A Small State in 
the Shadow of a Superpower: Austria and 
the United States since 1945” (1994). He 
wrote the introduction and conclusion and 
coauthored the case study on Hungary in 

the volume from the 1993 conference that we coedited, The Challenge of 
Globalization and Institution Building: Lessons from Small European States 
(Boulder and Oxford: Westview Press, 1997). For him, the experience of 
Austria and other small states during the Cold War was paradigmatic for 
the world as a whole in the current phase of globalization, which chal-
lenges even large states like the United States by forcing them to adjust 
to the internationalization of capital and the increased flow of labor and 
trade across national boundaries. 

In 1996, Randy left the academic world and started his own consulting 
business, The Performance Group, which, consistent with his long-stand-
ing scholarly interests, focused on problems of organizational develop-
ment. His clients included local government, educational institutions, 
and small businesses. He was part of a CAS public event as recently as 
2005, when he served as moderator for the roundtable discussion, “An 
Early Thaw in the Cold War? The Austrian State Treaty of 1955.” 

Those of us at the Center who knew Randy will remember him for his 
unflagging commitment to the study of Austria, his unbridled enthusi-
asm, and his great sense of humor. Randy is survived by his wife Evelyn 
Davidheiser, director of the Institute for Global Studies and chair of the 
Center’s advisory committee, his son Carter, his brother Marcus, and his 
mother Margaret. 

David F. Good

are constantly getting “Austria” and “Australia” confused. “It seemed to 
me,” said Linda, “that it would be fun to do something for children to 
familiarize them with Austria and help them realize the two places are 
very different from one another. Thus, it is couched in the tone of a detec-
tive story or a fact-finding mission.”
 Writing the book did turn out to be fun for her—but hard work, too. 
Although Linda has a degree in anthropology and history, and another in 
secondary education, she consulted with experts in the field. She worked 
with Marjorie Wall Bingham, a history teacher at St. Louis Park Elemen-
tary, an adjunct faculty member at Hamline University, and winner of the 
Presidential Scholar Teacher Award; Stephanie B. Harris, who has taught 
elementary school in Colorado and is currently teaching at Anoka Senior 
High; Theresa Johnson, from the College of Education at the University 

of Minnesota; Eva Faber, an Austrian historian; Mirjam Marits, a former 
CAS/BMBWK Research Fellow; and Klaas van der Sanden from the 
European Studies Consortium. The result, after numerous drafts, is a 
book that is readable and attractive to children ages 7-8 and has been 
designed with the Minnesota Department of Education benchmarks for 
grades 2 and 3 in mind.
 Support for the book has come from The European Studies Consor-
tium at the University of Minnesota through a Title VI Grant from the 
U.S. Department of Education. This grant is paying for the initial print-
ing of the book. 
 Ultimately, Where in the World is Austria? will be advertised nationally 
to elementary school teachers. Through the Center’s Austrian contacts, 
we will also offer it to people interested in Austria, who will find it good 
reading for young children in their circle of family and friends. v
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CAS student news

 Over the past two years, one of the most fre-
quent participants in CAS events was Macalester 
College teaching assistant Martina Alleuthner. 
 Martina is originally from Melk, the home of 
the Abby of Stift Melk, which has connections 
with St. John’s University in Minnesota. After 
graduating from the University of Vienna with 
a magister in English and a minor in French, she 
spent six months in Argentina on an internship 
teaching German. She also had a teaching assis-
tantship in France for a year teaching German.
 Martina lived in the German House on the 
Macalester College campus in St. Paul, Minne-
sota for three years. Originally Martina came to 
Macalester in 2002 on a Fulbright scholarship as 
a teaching assistant for one year. Her responsibil-
ities were to teach in the language conversation 
labs of the German Department as well as to be 
codirector of the German House on the Macal-
ester campus. Returning to Austria, she spent 
one year teaching English and French in a high 
school in Lower Austria. During her year back 
in Austria, Martina was contacted by Macalester 
College to return as a codirector of the house and 
to teach in the German Department. 
 While students are living in the German 
House, they are to speak only German with one 
another. It is an opportunity for undergradu-
ate students to participate in a German immer-
sion program in their home country. There are 
approximately eight students living in the house. 
They have dinner together in the evenings, and 
two times a month they see popular German 
movies. One of the highlights of the German 
House has been Martina’s remarkable “coffee 
hours.” Martina spends the week before the 
once-a-month event baking delicious and beauti-
ful pastries. She generally has about 30 different 

pastries. The German students are required to 
attend the coffee hours, and there are generally 
about 70 there at the Friday night event. Need-
less to say, many people have encouraged Mar-
tina to become a pastry chef!
 Martina took full advantage of her time in the 
United States to travel and experience the coun-
try. She has traveled from New York to San Fran-
cisco and so many places in between, sometimes 
by air and sometimes by car. The national parks 
have been a favorite destination for her. Martina 
is amazed by traveling in the U.S. because “you 
travel for days and you are still in the same coun-
try.”  The landscapes, especially in the national 
parks, are unlike anything she has seen before. 
 Other aspects of her life in Minnesota that she 
has enjoyed include events at the Center for Aus-
trian Studies, such as the Nikolaus Day party 
and the trips to Duluth. She likes Minnesota 
because of all the sunny days “even in winter!” 
However, she does not like the mosquitoes or 
the hot, humid days in the summer. Martina has 
enjoyed her work at Macalester and the excellent 
students she worked with. Her enthusiasm will 
be missed at both Macalester and CAS.

Linda Andrean

Spotlight: Martina Alleuthner

Barbara Reiterer: 2006-07 
BMBWK Research Fellow

 As most of you know, every year the Austrian 
Federal Ministry for Education, Research, and 
Culture (BMBWK) sends an Austrian doctoral 
candidate to the Center for Austrian Studies to 
further his or her dissertation research and assist 
the Center in its work.
 Barbara Reiterer, a PhD candidate in sociol-
ogy at the University of Vienna, is the fourteenth 
student to participate in this program. She is 
writing her dissertation on the Austrian sociolo-
gist Paul Lazarsfeld. Her work will examine the 
way in which the years he spent in America influ-
enced the methodology he developed, and vice 
versa.
 Barbara will live in the nearly official CAS 
residence, the apartment house where former 
BMBWK fellows Manuela Steinberg, Mirjam 
Marits, and Silke Stern lived as well (as did post-
doctoral fellow Annamaire Steidl). Quite the 
sports enthusiast (she played outside linebacker 
in an American football league for women in 
Austria), she has already been to a Minnesota 
Twins baseball game and hopes to see both pro-
fessional and U of M football, hockey, and bas-
ketball. She will create flyers, edit the website, 
and, with Linda Andrean, organize the CAS stu-
dent group events.

AHY copyeditor Nicole Phelps was cowinner 
of the University of Minnesota History Depart-
ment’s Graduate Student Teaching Award for 
2004-06. Nicole taught History 3881 and 3882 
(US Foreign Policy) and received stellar evalu-
ations from her students and from the faculty 
members who observed her teaching. Nicole’s 
students stressed her lively, comprehensible, and 
informative lectures, which were “awesome” and 
“rocked,” as well as the overall structure of the 
course,” as well as “helpful and approachable.”

Nicole Phelps lauded
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CASSPRINGPIX
Just a few of the people who livened up the spring semester at 
the Center: below, Manfred Frühwirth, left, an economist from the 
Vienna University of Economics and Business and the 2006 Schum-
peter Fellow at Harvard University, who gave a talk in our lecture 
series. Pictured with him is interim CAS director David Good, right.

Above, Austrian essayist and novelist Josef Haslinger, who read 
from Migratory Birds, his new collection of short stories.

Paul Houe, from Minnesota’s Department of 
German, Scandinavian, and Dutch, gave a 

talk in the lecture series.

Franz Szabo, director of the Wirth Institute for Austrian and Central Euro-
pean Studies, right, and Alfred Wirth, a benefactor of the Institute, at the 
spring symposium cosponsored by the Center and the Wirth Institute.
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Horst
Rechelbacher:
“my customers are the planet” 

interview by Daniel Pinkerton
photos by Everett Kubala

ASN: In your book, Alivelihood, you talk about 
the parallels between different relationships:
the relationship between yourself and your-
self, yourself and others, and yourself and the 
planet. 
HR: I believe that we are information. Informa-
tion operates on a frequency which can be mea-
sured. The vibrations can be measured in the 
universe, on our planet, and inside our bodies 
because information, frequency of information, 
affects chemical matter. In all our encounters, we 
are really trading information. I’m trading infor-
mation within myself, I’m trading information 
outside myself. I cannot separate myself from 
anything else, because I’m integrated with all of 
it. To create sustainability for me, I have to trade 
that which I know and that which I make (first 
Aveda and then Intelligent Nutrients products). 

ASN: Does trade have to involve a product?
HR: Of course not. Before I traded products, 
I was my services, my knowledge, my skills, my 
craft. From an early age—I started as an appren-
tice hairdresser at fourteen—I was applying my 
knowledge and skills to human beings who were 
attached to the material we call hair. I was cut-
ting and shaping it, and so forth. In return, I got 
something called money. It took my energy to get 
it, but it also took the energy of the person who 
gave it to me to take part in the exchange. So, it’s 
really an exchange of energy, and that’s why we 
do it. I’m very focused on service, because I real-
ize that in order to serve me, I can’t do without 
serving you—it’s literally impossible. 

ASN: What does it take to make a positive 
exchange of energy?
HR: For my part, I avoid using my service to 
create something that can be misinterpreted, 
because you may not agree with my thinking. 
Suppose I do a painting for you. You say, “I’m 
going to commission you to make a painting of 
my grandmother. Here’s a picture of her.”  After I 
make the painting, you look at it and say, “That’s 
not my grandmother as I know her.” And I say, 
“But that’s the picture you gave me.” No one is 
right and no one is wrong, but my interpretation 
of the picture is different than your interpreta-
tion of the picture. If I forced that picture on you, 
you would be in pain. You would be sad or angry, 
which would be an emotional response to my 
energy exchange. If I were a painter who wanted 
to please you, I would repaint it. I might even 
have you next to me, so that with each stroke, you 
would be helping me paint your grandmother. By 
the time it was done, you’d be happy and I’d be 
happy. We would have turned a painful energy 
exchange into a positive energy exchange. 

ASN: Why isn’t everyone trying to make them-
selves and others happy?
HR:  I don’t know. But some people love to create 
pain on purpose. They get off on creating pain for 
others or even experiencing pain for themselves. 
Is that right or wrong? No, it just is. Although I 
myself prefer happiness to pain, right and wrong 
are always in the eye of the beholder.

ASN: You make a leap from that which, in 
business, sustains you and me—including a 
service relationship—to that which sustains 
the planet the two of us live on.
HR: We can’t separate ourselves from the planet 
because we are the planet. We are soil, by con-

Austrian native Horst Rechelbacher, 64, has lived and worked in the Twin Cities for 
forty years. The founder of Aveda Corp. (which he sold to Esteé Lauder), and Intel-
ligent Nutrients (a brand-new company), he became a U.S. citizen this June. (He 
retains his Austrian citizenship as well.) ASN spent an afternoon conversing with 
this internationally known entrepreneur, art collector, and environmentalist at his 
farm and woodland retreat in Wisconsin, ninety minutes from Minneapolis.
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stitution. First of all, our structure, which holds 
us together, is bone tissue, skeleton. That is min-
eral—that is soil. Therefore, without soil, we’d 
have no structure, no architectural housing. That 
which grows on the soil we use to mineralize 
ourselves and to create a healthy structure. We 
eat the plants that grow in the soil or the ani-
mals that eat that which is on the soil. That’s 
how we get soil transferred into our bodies for 
sustainability. Second, approximately 75% of the 
planet is water, and approximately 75% of your 
body is water. This is not a coincidence. Third, 
our energy is definitely fed to us by the sun and 
reflected through the moon. We are always being 
fed energetically. In traditional medicine—and I 
have studied many different traditional interpre-
tations of the Earth’s medicines—that energy is 
always used. We inhale that which plants exhale. 
We are very plant-related. When we look at the 
plants, we see the same elements again. Plants 
have fiber. Plants have water—the same amount 
that our bodies have, 75%. This same number 
always shows up. Everything is related. 

ASN: Why do so many of us abuse the earth?
HR: Because so many people make decisions 
based only on short-term goals. “How do we 
please the shareholders? What is the instant 
return?” Decisions are not made based on what’s 
good for the Earth or what’s good for our chil-
dren and, in the future, their children. In con-
trast, look at Native Americans. Traditionally, 
before they made a decision, they looked at what 
its impact would be seven generations later. They 
were not thinking about themselves. They were 
not thinking about this year or even five years 
from now. They were thinking of their offspring 
when they were making decisions. 

ASN: We don’t do that. 
HR: No. This is why we have created this tre-
mendous crisis for ourselves. By nature, we are 
Earth-bound thinkers, but we have abandoned 
the Earth. We are not using our senses as much, 
and so we have become “sense-less.”  

ASN:  In your book, you say that your creative 
and entrepreneurial spirit was encouraged by 
the Austrian school system. 
HR: Yes, but not just the school system. I had 
very good mentors. My mother worked in an 
apothecary on the plaza and sold herbal rem-
edies on the side. We lived on the second floor, 
directly across from a delicatessen, which was on 
the ground floor. There was a hairdressing salon 
above the delicatessen. This wasn’t really a street, 
it was a gasse—a little tiny street, more like an 
alley, where you could almost touch a person in 
the window across from you. I used to look from 
my window right into the salon. 

ASN: What did you see?
HR: Well, I saw the hairdressers working. In the 

evenings, they worked late, because there was a 
woman in the salon who used to win competi-
tions. They used to come over to see my mother, 
and I used to listen to them. “Oh, I just won first 
prize in the provincial competition.” I thought, 
“Wow.” I totally identified with doing hair. I 
picked this one girl who was the winner. She 
loved my mother, and she kind of liked me. She 
allowed me to be her assistant. Whatever she 
did, I just photographed. I have a photographic 
memory. The minute I see something, I absorb 
it and remember it. For example, I know every 
piece of antique furniture I have in my house, 
how much I paid for it, where I got it, and even 
what year I got it. I’m lucky that way. In my wine 
cellar I know actually every bottle of wine that 
is down there. I don’t even keep track of it. I just 
don’t need to. I keep my inventory in my head.

ASN: You weren’t great at math or reading, but 
you have rich sensory perception, imagination, 
and photographic memory as valuable assets. 
HR: But I needed these talents, because I’m dys-
lexic. That’s why I need to photograph it. All my 
life, I’ve had to say, “Don’t tell me how to do it, 
show me.” That’s why I couldn’t learn in school. 

ASN: Because of your dyslexia.
HR: And because I was “absent-minded.” I was 
always dreaming about other things. But dream-
ing is good. That’s another interesting way in 
which I operate. 

ASN: How did your schoolteachers react?
HR: My teacher at school knew that I would not 
do well at university. We have a system whereby 
some children go to trade school and are appren-
ticed out, and he felt that if I could find the right 
trade, I could succeed. So, when I was twelve, he 
held a conference with my parents and me, and 
he asked, “What do you think you want to do in 
your apprenticeship?”  

ASN: And you, of course, said—
HR: “Hairdressing. I’m going to be a hairdresser.” 
By now, I was practicing—cutting my friends’ 
hair in school, in the style of Marlon Brando, 
James Dean, and all the American actors in the 
fifties who were our idols. 

ASN: Their parents let you do this?
Horst: Well, they didn’t approve of the look. 
But they let me do it because it was free. So 
by the time I was fourteen, I was a really good 
hairdresser. My friends thought so. My mother 
thought so. I thought so. I started apprenticeship 
and entered the provincial first year junior cham-
pionship competition. 

ASN: Explain the competition system.
HR: The apprenticeship is three years. And 
the system is so good that they have a provin-
cial competition for the first year, second year, continued on page 10

and third year. The winners go on to a national 
championship. The government gives courses in 
the evening; apprentices can bring their model 
and prepare themselves for three weeks before 
the competition. It’s free—but they have to do 
it in addition to their apprenticeship and once a 
week vocational school classes. I don’t have to tell 
you that my grades at vocational school were very 
uneven. I barely passed English and mathemat-
ics, but I did really well in nature study and art. 
Nature study was good because my mother was 
an herbalist, so she would show me the plant spe-
cies and with my photographic memory , I would 
remember the name.

ASN: At your first big competition—
HR: I was competing against 35 first-year appren-
tices. I was nervous, but I vizualized the finished 
look and then to mentally take myself backward 
step by step through the process. It worked, and 
I won. This was a big confidence builder. It made 
me think, “I can win. I am smart.” 

“We are not using 
our senses, and so 

we have become
sense-less.”

ASN: Was this was the start of your career?
HR:  It took it to another level. I became obsessed 
with hairdressing. Other kids went to the beach 
Monday afternoons because the salons were 
closed on Monday. But I took a special course 
from a prominent elderly man that was free 
for people who worked in a salon that carried 
L’Oreal products—which everybody did in those 
days. This man was a master of the craft, and I 
became one of his favorite students because I was 
there all the time; I never missed a seminar in all 
of my three-year apprenticeship. And I practiced. 
I won the second year, and the third year. 

ASN: Did it take you a long time to reach the 
top once you were out of school?
HR: No. After I finished my apprenticeship 
I went to Italy and got a very prestigious job. 
Then I went to Germany, worked for a famous 
hairdresser, who had won many competitions 
himself, but wanted to retire now. I became his 
protégé. I even got engaged to his daughter when 
I was eighteen years old. I did hair shows and 
competitions all over Europe. Fashion shows 
wanted me to do the hair for their models. Maga-
zines began to call me up, and I became a photo-
stylist—a hairdresser for photographers who did 
editorial and commercial advertising. When I 
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started becoming good at that, I traveled to London, Paris, Milan, Munich, and Vienna. 
My first trip to America was in 1963. I was there for three weeks. I had a car accident; 
a woman was driving me from one city to the other and she fell asleep. I hurt my leg, 
but not seriously. After my leg healed, I decided to go back to America for two months.
My fiancée and her father got very upset at me, because I was the number one money 
producer for him in the shop. But in three weeks, I had made more money than I made 
in Germany for the whole year. I said, “Sorry, I’m going,” and I just left. I knew that I 
was never going to come back, and I never did. 

ASN: You ended up in Minneapolis “by accident,” although some people—perhaps 
including yourself—would say there are no accidents.
HR: In its simplest terms, an accident is something that happens through lack of con-
sciousness. Was it really an “accident,” was it destined to be, or was it something that we 
could have avoided if we had been conscious? It’s a fine line. I had my second automo-
bile accident in 1964 and it was arguably quite beneficial for me. If it hadn’t happened, 
I would have gone back to Europe and missed the great opportunities that were present 
at that time in the United States. 

ASN: Tell us about this second crash.
HR: I was invited to be a guest performer at the New York International Beauty Show. 
My agent, whom I had met in Europe, was from Minneapolis. She came to visit me 
in New York and check me out. She and her husband had a hairdressing school in 
Minneapolis and three or four salons. After the show she brought me to Minneapolis 
to give demonstrations and workshops for her school and for her salons. Because she 
was a nationally known person in the industry, she also had the ability to book me so 
I could travel to other cities to do the same thing, which I did for two months. At the 
end of this time, I bought myself a Jaguar XKE, which I always wanted to drive. But a 
drunk driver hit the car one night and broke my ribs. I had a young model with me, and 
she got a concussion. I was out of work for more than a month. I didn’t have a working 
visa. I had no car insurance. The other guy who hit us also had no insurance. In those 
days insurance was optional. When I left Hennepin County Hospital, I owed them 
$15,000. They took my passport so that I would stay in town and work off the debt. 

ASN: What did you do?
HR: I started working as an ordinary hairdresser in a salon. Within the first few 
months, I styled the hair of two important women. First, I did Tippi Hedren, an actress 
who came to town to be Grand Marshal for the Aquatennial Parade. She was from 
Minneapolis and had just filmed the movie The Birds with Alfred Hitchcock. I did 

her hair because somebody told her I was a hotshot hairdresser 
from Europe. She was interviewed by Nancy Nelson on chan-
nel 11. Nancy said, “Who did your hair? It’s magnificent!” Tippi 
replied, “Oh, it’s a guy from Austria, and I just love what he did. 
He also did the Aquatennial Queen.”  They talked about the 
hairdo for at least five minutes on television, and that gave a 
huge boost to my career. I did a prominent Jewish woman, for 
a charity ball at Mt. Sinai Hospital, which at the time was the 
private Jewish hospital in the Twin Cities. She was very grate-
ful and enthusiastic, and between endorsements from the two 
women, I was immediately booked for months in advance. I 
worked hard, did a good job, and the word got around. I had 
one client, Mrs. Charles Board, who owned a number of busi-
nesses: banks, the Brown and Bigelow advertising agency, and 
others. She was a widow and she came in on a weekly basis, as 
did most of my clients.

ASN: Those were the days!
HR: Yes, in the 1960s, affluent women came to the salon every 
week. I had thirty-five clients a day, because I was booking four 
an hour. Everybody else in the salon had five or six clients a day. 
Yet I was the only one who was booked for months ahead. I was 
also giving seminars, and a lot of people asked to be my assis-
tants. I always had three or four assistants around me watching 
me style hair—and they paid me for doing it!  

ASN: Nice setup. But of course you wanted your own salon.
HR: I never thought I could do that, but one day, Yvette Board 
came in, and the whole shop was watching me do hair. She said, 
“Horst, you’ve got to open your own place.” I said, “But I owe the 
hospital $15,000.” She said, “It doesn’t matter. I own a bank and 
I will back you.” Then a beauty supplies salesman came around 
and said, “I know a shop that just went bankrupt, and my supply 
house owns the deed to it. You can take over.”  

ASN:  Everybody’s crisis was your opportunity.
HR: But that’s exactly how life works. If you don’t like the 
way you look, you switch hairdressers. That’s a crisis, but my 
opportunity. If you can solve people’s problems, that’s the entre-
preneurial process. Those companies who can fix nature and 
people’s nature are the companies of today and the future. 

ASN: And because you had this talent, people came to you 
and supported you.
HR: Yes, but it takes hard work and good luck, too. That first 
shop was in Calhoun Towers in the basement—a terrible loca-
tion, but it was cheap and I had a following. It was a no-brainer, 
no risk. I opened a second salon in St. Paul in Highland Park. 
Then I lost my first one, because I didn’t understand how to run 
a business. For example, the people I trained, all of my assis-
tants, used to pay me. They were working for me for less than 
free. My accountant told me, “That’s illegal! You can’t do that. If 
people work for you, you have to pay them.” I grumbled, but he 
was right. In business, if someone works for you part time, you 
have to pay her or him. Then you have to report this, and you 
have to pay Social Security, and all the rest. 

ASN: Did you stop training hairdressers?
HR: No, I continued to train people all the time. After one year, 
we were the hot salon in town. We had fifteen hairdressers, three 
assistants, and me. That’s how I started. I did something unique, 
and it caught fire. Word of mouth and free press helped make 

continued on page 23
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Contents:
Introduction: Legacies, Challenges, and New Beginnings 
Zbigniew Bochniarz and Gary B. Cohen
 
1. From Communism to Climate Change: The Sustainability 
Challenge and Lessons from Central Europe 
Robert Wilkinson
 
Part One: The Environment as Policy Priority 
2. Assessing Sustainability of the Transition in Central 
European Countries: A Comparative Analysis 
Sandra O. Archibald and Zbigniew Bochniarz 
3. Sustainability and EU Accession: Capacity 
Development and Environmental Reform in Central and 
Eastern Europe 
Stacy D. VanDeveer and JoAnn Carmin 
4. The Sustainability of Clusters and Regions of Austria’s 
Accession Edge 
Edward M. Bergman
 
Part Two: The Economics of Sustainable Development 
5. Greenhouse Gases Emissions Trading in the Czech 
Republic 
Jiřina Jilková and Tomáš Chmelík 
6. Ecological Reform in the Tax System in Poland 
Olga Kiuila and Jerzy Śleszyński 

Part Three: Water Policies and Institutions 
7. The Czech Republic: From Environmental Crisis to 
Sustainability 
Václav Mezřicky 
8. The Tisza/Tisa Transboundary Environmental Disaster: 
An Opportunity for Institutional Learning 
Eszter Gulácsy, László Pintér, and Jim Perry 
9. Austria and the EU Water Framework Directive 
Wilhelm R. Vogel 
10. The Western Bug River: UNECE Pilot Project
James B. Dalton, Jr. 
11. Wastewater Treatment in the Postcommunist 
Danube River Basin 
Igor Bodík

 
Part Four: Agriculture and Rural Development 
12. “Thinking Unlike a Mountain”: Environment, Agriculture, and Sustainability 
in the Carpathians 
Anthony J. Amato 
13. New Approaches to Sustainable Community Development in Rural Slovakia 
Slavomíra Mačáková 
14. Sustainable Development in Moravia: An Interpretation of the Role of the Small-
Town Sector in Transitional Socioeconomic Evolution 
Antonín Vaishar and Bryn Greer-Wootten 
15. Building Local Sustainability in Hungary: Cross-Generational Education and 
Community Participation in the Dörögd Basin 
Judit Vásárhelyi

 Our monograph series, based on past CAS symposia, 
reflects the broad geographical, temporal, and intellectual 
scope of the Center. In 1996, CAS and Berghahn Books 
initiated a series, “Austrian History, Culture, and Society,” 
now called “Austrian and Habsburg Studies,” Gary B. Cohen, 
general editor.  
 Six volumes have been published previously: Austrian 
Women in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries, From 
World War to Waldheim, Rethinking Vienna 1900, The Great 
Tradition, Creating the “Other,” and Constructing Nationalities 
in East Central Europe.
 This volume is based on the fall 2002 CAS conference 
held at the University of Minnesota. 

 in tHe cas
monogRapH
s e R i e s

WoRldWide e-mail: info@beRgHaHnbooks.com
Website: WWW.beRgHaHnbooks.com
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Opportunities for Giving
Dear Friends,

As most of you know, the Center for Austrian Studies does 
not offer degrees. So why does the Center offer scholarships 
and fellowships? The scholarship and fellowship funds are for 
exceptional students who are enrolled in or wish to enroll in a 
University of Minnesota degree-granting program, such as history 
or music, and wish to focus on Austria, the Habsburg Empire, or 
its successor states.

Competition for these students is powerful among our peer uni-
versities around the world. To stay in the running and attract the 
best and brightest to Minnesota, the Center must be able to offer 
competitive levels of scholarship and fellowship support.

When talented students who would like to study here end up 
elsewhere, it’s most often because they’ve had a “better offer”—

not of higher quality, but of more money. Students of moderate means without scholarship 
or fellowship support don’t have many good options. They often take on daunting levels of 
debt, work far too many hours to do their best work in school, or don’t attend at all. Faced 
with the challenges of paying for their education, those who are offered generous aid pack-
ages by other top universities simply take their dreams elsewhere.

There is a solution. By endowing a fellowship or scholarship, you enable the Center to 
recruit and support these outstanding students. You give these students a chance. 

We are very grateful to the many friends of the Center who have given generously, enabling 
students to work directly with the Center and to travel abroad for language study and 
research. We are also grateful to those of you who have supported the Center’s faculty in 
their research and teaching and enabled important partnerships with people, organizations, 
and communities both here and abroad. Yet the financial need remains great. Your new and 
continued financial support will open doors to more students and ensure that the Center will 
continue to thrive. 

One of the Center’s goals this year is to raise $100,000 to endow the William E. Wright Fel-
lowship in Central European History. Professor Wright, first director of the Center for Aus-
trian Studies, taught in the Department of History at Minnesota from 1957 to 1993. He is 
an internationally renowned scholar of early modern Austrian and Central European history. 
Many of today’s leading scholars on Austria and Central Europe were students of Professor 
Wright.

The William Wright Fellowship will provide financial support for one or more graduate stu-
dents each year to pursue graduate studies in Central European history at the University of 
Minnesota. As an added incentive, the University’s 21st Century Graduate Fellowship match 
will double the impact of the gift by matching the annual payout of the fund. This means 
the funds generated from the endowment when it reaches the $100,000 mark will be about 
$10,000, not $5,000. 

If you were ever a student, friend, or colleague of Professor Wright, you will no doubt whole-
heartedly endorse this tribute to Professor Wright by former student David Steele (MA, public 
affairs; MA, PhD, history) 

“As a graduate student working under Bill’s sharp eye, I learned how to 
think like a historian and to write and express my ideas more effectively. 
But, much more important than that, Bill taught me by quiet example 
how to lead a principled professional life guided by high standards of 
personal integrity and a commitment to old-fashioned values like hard 
work and decency to others.”

If you would like to join us in keeping Professor Wright’s quiet example alive, I encourage 
you to contribute generously to the William E. Wright Fellowship in Central European History. 
If you would like to learn more about endowing a named fellowship or scholarship, or about 
other ways to support the Center for Austrian Studies, please feel free to contact me at 612-
625-4324 or walte041@umn.edu.

Best wishes,
Diane R. Walters continued on opposite page

Wilbur
Keefer, 

1919-2006
 The Center for Austrian Studies and 
friends of Austria have lost a companion 
and generous benefactor. Wilbur Keefer, 
whom most of his friends called “Bill,” died 
at his home in Shoreview, Minnesota, on 
August 6, 2006. He is survived by his wife, 
Kathryn, son William, daughters Kathleen 
and Charlene, nine grandchildren, and 
seven great-grandchildren.
 Bill was born in Litchfield, Minnesota, 
in 1919 and grew up in Northeast Minne-
apolis during the Great Depression, which 
inspired him to develop talents in resource-
fulness and tenacity. When he served in 
the Marines in the Pacific Theater during 
World War II, he honed both those talents 
to survive. It was there that he adopted the 
Marines’ posture of being the kind of man 
of whom it is said there is “no better friend; 
no fiercer enemy.” After he returned home 
to Minnesota, he tried his hand at various 
enterprises, but settled into a forty-year 
career with State Farm Insurance Com-
pany and went on to investments in prop-
erty, building, and development, enjoying 
great success. The most important element 
of that success was the respect, admiration, 
and friendship he won in his dealings with 
his business associates.
 Outdoor sports and hunting were deep 
pleasures to him. It was there that he could 
create lasting friendships with his associ-
ates and nurture his bonds with the mem-
bers of his family.
 Whether outdoors or indoors, Bill’s 
sense of humor, generosity, and bonhomie 
imbued family relationships with warmth 
and delighted whatever social company he 
found himself in. His humor was never at 
others’ expense; it was gently puckish or 
self-deprecating. His generosity was quiet 
and self-effacing. His good fellowship 
effortlessly enveloped those about him. He 
was a man of considerable power of per-
sonality, but he used that power discreetly 
and wisely.
 Sometime after the death of his first 
wife, Margaret, he married a second time. 
Kathryn became his wife of the next twenty 
years. He embraced Kathryn’s interest in 
Austria, especially Austrian music and 
culture. With his usual enthusiasm and 
energy, he sought to foster appreciation of 
Austria here in his own land, and he helped 
Kathryn organize and support the Voices 
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of Vienna, a choral group that performs Aus-
trian vocal music in the upper Midwest. He 
was also helpful with Kathryn in activities 
celebrating Austrian arts and culture in their 
winter home, Arizona. But the crowning deed 
of generosity in support of Austrian studies 
was his and Kathryn’s establishment of the 
“Voices of Vienna Scholarship for Austrian 
Studies” in 1989. The proceeds of the endow-
ment are awarded each year alternately to the 
University of Minnesota School of Music and 

Wilbur Keefer from previous page

Friday,  September 15

9:00 a.m. I. Sanctity and the State
Chair: Franz A. J. Szabo

Bridget Heal, University of St. Andrews. “The 
Confessional and Political Significance of the 
Cult of the Virgin Mary in Early Modern 
Germany.”

Howard Louthan, University of Florida.  “Uses of the 
Holy: Sanctity and Confessional Identity in 
Early Modern Bohemia.”

Philip Soergel, University of Maryland. “Hagiography 
and State Sacralization: Implications of Recent 
Work for the History of the Early-Modern 
Catholic State.”

10:45 a.m. II. Reintegrating the Periphery: Religious 
Identity on the Margins

Chair: Gary B. Cohen

Rachel Greenblatt, Harvard University/Hebrew 
University, Jerusalem. “‘As a Remembrance for my 
Descendants for all Time’:  Denunciations and 
their Representations as Political Tools in the 
Jewish Community of Early Modern Prague.”

Vladimír Urbánek, Charles University. “Between 
Religious Confrontation and Irenicism: An 
Experience of the Protestant Exiles from the 
Lands of the Bohemian Crown.”

Religion and Avthority 
in Central Evrope

Part II. Intellectval and 
Theological Developments.

Wirth Institute, 15-16 September  2006
University of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada

Serhii Plokhii, University of Alberta. 
“Between God and Nation: The 
Uniate Church and Ruthenian 
Identity.”

2:00 p.m. III. The Practice of Piety
Chair: Howard Louthan

Marie-Elizabeth Ducreux, Ecole des Hautes 
Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris. 
“Questioning and Decentralizing the 
Pietas Austriaca.”

Thomas Winkelbauer, University of 
Vienna. “Baroque Confraternities:  
Agents of Individualism or 
Collectivization of Piety?”

Andrew Gow, University of Alberta. 
“Vernacular Bibles in the Later 
Middle Ages and Reformation: 
Authority, Autonomy and the Many 
Uses of Scripture.”

7:00 p.m. Conference Banquet
Keynote Speaker: Ernst Wangermann, 

Professor Emeritus, University of 
Salzburg. “Confessional Uniformity, 
Toleration and Freedom of Religion – 
an Issue for Enlightened Absolutism 
in Central Europe.”

from the Middle Ages
to the Enlightenment.

The Wirth Institute for Austrian and Central European Studies and the 
Center for Austrian Studies at the University of Minnesota present

Saturday, September 16

9:00 a.m. IV. Negotiating Authority: Civil and 
Ecclesiastical Politics

Chair: Howard Louthan

Markus Friedrich, University of Munich. “Jesuit 
Perception of the Early Modern Court: 
Giulio Negroni’s Treatise De Aulicismo.”

Amy Leonard, Georgetown University. “Gender, 
Confession, and Authority in Reformation 
Germany.”

Christopher Ocker, San Francisco Theological 
Seminary. “The Birth of an Empire of Two 
Churches: Church Property, Theologians, 
and the League of Schmalkalden.”

10:45 a.m. V. Tolerance, Pluralism and 
Confessional Accommodation

Chair: Gary B. Cohen

Elaine Fulton, University of Birmingham. 
“‘Wolves and Weathervanes’: Confessional 
Moderation at the Habsburg Court of 
Vienna.”

Alexander Schunka, University of Stuttgart. 
“Union, Reunion, or Toleration? Locating 
the Struggle towards a Protestant 
Ecclesiastical Union in Early 18th Century 
Central Europe between Theology and 
Politics.”

11:45 a.m. Concluding observations

Gary Cohen, University of Minnesota
Howard Louthan, University of Florida
Franz A. J. Szabo, University of Alberta

to the Center for Austrian Studies to enable 
students to travel to Austria to further their 
studies. Over the years, twenty-five young 
people have benefited from the scholarship to 
further their careers as scholars and perform-
ers.
 We have been enriched by Bill Keefer’s 
friendship, his company, and his generous 
support. We have been made poorer by his 
departure, but his legacy will keep him always 
in our memory.

William E. Wright

Visit the Wirth Institute’s 
website, www.arts.ualberta.ca/

CCAuCES, for further details about 
the conference program and the Wirth 

Institute.
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Publications:	News	and	Reviews

Henryk Rodakowski, His Majesty the Emperor in the Building of the Provincial [Galician] Diet, 1881.

Daniel Unowsky, The Pomp and Politics of Patriotism: Imperial Celebrations 
in Habsburg Austria, 1848-1916 (West Lafayette, IN: Purdue University 
Press, 2005) ISBN: 1557534004, 263 pp., illus. Paper, $29.95.

 Some time ago, as I was reading newspapers from 1848-49 published in 
the Cisleithanian provinces of Carinthia, Carniola, Styria, and other areas 
inhabited by Slovene-speakers, I noted with some surprise a consistent 
theme. Regardless of the language in which they were written (Slovene 
or German), or the politics behind the papers (some were published by 
churches, others by nationalist elites, others by conservatives), the person 
of the Emperor enjoyed the unqualified respect and veneration of all. Even 
as they disagreed with the policies and practices of the government in 
Vienna and its arms in the provinces, shedding conventions and attacking 
countless long-standing institutions during the brief suspension of cen-
sorship, the Emperor himself seemed to hover suspended over the fray, 
unassailable. The newfound irreverence of the press and society toward 
imperial institutions not only did not extend to the person of the emperor, 
but rather, each voice seemed to compete to outdo the other in paying 
homage to the imperial personage, claiming to represent his “true” interests 
and ideals. Given this odd consensus, it seems only natural that the first 
person to describe the psychological phenomenon of transference should 
have been an Austrian.
 A careful study of the dynamic of imperial patriotism under Franz Josef 
was a long time coming, but it has arrived in the form of Unowsky’s book. 
Since the first theories of the Dual Monarchy’s demise (Oszkár Jászi, A. J. 
P. Taylor), the notion that the intensifying competition between national 

groups brought fatal instability and weakness to the imperial center has 
been the dominant postmortem diagnosis of what went wrong in 1918, 
or even earlier. More recently, historians have problematized this view by 
drawing out non-nationalist forces of cohesion and disaggregation, includ-
ing the Habsburg officer corps, alternatives to national identity, and the 
economic and social disaster brought on by the hardships of WWI.1 
Unowsky builds on this tradition, and adds to the stream of fascinating 
work on commemorations,2 by considering the role the emperor played, 
and was intended to play, in creating an “imagined community” of “Austri-
ans.” 
 Focusing on court ceremonies, imperial tours, and celebrations from 
1848 to Franz Josef ’s death in 1916, the main geographical focus of the 
book is on Vienna and the province of Galicia. Unowsky shows how the 
imperial visits to Galicia in 1851, 1880, and 1894 highlight shifts in the 
way the emperor was perceived and received by provincial elites there, spe-
cifically the Polish conservatives. By drawing out differences between the 
emperor’s reception in Cracow and Lemberg, we learn how provincial lead-
ers used the Emperor’s visit to shore up their legitimacy or discredit their 
opponents. 
 But the most intriguing part of Unowsky’s analysis comes in the second 
half of the book, where he describes the preparations for the abortive jubi-
lee celebration of 1898, and the impact Empress Elizabeth’s assassination 
and her husband’s mourning had on the image of the dynasty in general 
and Franz Josef in particular. Here we are taken “behind the scenes” into 
tense meetings of court officials as they discuss what aspects of the imperial 

continued on page 23

I     FRANZ JOSEF♥
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Patrizia C. McBride, The Void of Ethics: Robert Musil and the Experience of Modernity.  Evan-
ston: Northwestern University Press, 2006. Avant-garde and Modernism Studies. 231 pp. 
Cloth, ISBN 0-8101-2108-5,  $75.95. Paper, ISBN 0-8101-2109-3, $ 26.95.

 In the famous “Kakania” chapter (I:8) of The Man without Qualities, Robert Musil pres-
ents a complex image of modern identity. Every individual, every “inhabitant of a country,” 
consists of at least nine characters: a national character, a political character, a class char-
acter, and so forth. This cluster leaves open a small space, the tenth character, the locus of 
possibility. One of the ironies in this novel is the notion that our only “authentic” identity, 
the only one not determined by the realities of the other nine, is an empty, invisible space. 
 In her study of ethics and aesthetics in Musil, Patrizia McBride does not discuss this void 
that lies so close to the novel’s beginning. One could perhaps fault her for not enlisting this 
prime specimen of the work’s main theme, “the void of ethics.” On the other hand, McBride 
makes a good case without it, which points to the general soundness of her approach. And 
to be fair, this is not a book about The Man without Qualities; it is the survey of a crucial 
strain in Musil’s thinking, from The Confusions of Young Törless (1906) to the unpublished 
portions of the magnum opus from the 1930s. 
 As such, The Void of Ethics is not a literary study in the narrower sense. Although it 
disavows being a comprehensive intellectual biography (25), it does contribute significantly 
to such a project, tracing Musil’s struggle to come to terms with the relationship between 
“two incommensurable states of mind in the individual: an ordinary condition presiding 
over everyday experience and another, ecstatic condition of feeling” (16). The latter state is 
known to Musil’s readers as the “andere Zustand,” the “other condition.” 
 This is well-trodden ground, of course, and in the first three chapters, respectively treating 
Törless, the pre-1914 essays, and the post-World-War-I essays, McBride provides a compe-
tent and lively review of Musil’s evolving treatment of this duality, but no surprising new 
conclusions. She does correctly emphasize that Törless does not fit into the neo-Romantic, 
decadent, or expressionist paradigms of distrust of reason and empiricism. She helpfully 
concludes that in Musil’s first novel “divided consciousness is portrayed not as a fall from a 
past state of grace but rather as the precondition of the passage to adulthood” (52). And her 
analyses of Musil’s positive attitude toward scientific precision (Chapter 2) and his percep-
tion that the war did not fundamentally change German and Austrian views on modernity 
(Chapter 3) are well argued. 
 What is new here, however, is not a general take on this material, but a slight yet sig-
nificant shift of emphasis: instead of looking at the two poles of the ordinary and “other” 
conditions, McBride looks at the space between them, that is, at what she calls the “void of 
ethics.” Since the ordinary attitude’s adherence to the clear-cut precepts of morality pro-
duces no new insights into how one should live nowadays, and the “other condition” supplies 
no generalizable principles to reinvigorate ethics, Musil’s “experience of modernity” is the 
experience of the unfilled space between the two. 
 The importance of this shift of attention to the “void” in the first three chapters becomes 
fully clear in the fourth chapter, “Kant and the Ethos of Aesthetic Judgment.” This is 
McBride’s stimulating new contribution, for she shows that Musil was at least as interested 
in this void as in the two sides flanking it. Furthermore, she convincingly demonstrates that 
Musil adapted a trope from Kant’s Critique of Judgment—gradually and only partly con-
sciously—to help solve “a thorny problem in his understanding of literature, which revolves 
around the issue of the artwork’s exemplarity” (113). That is, literature can present a sin-
gular experience (the “other”), but this very singularity means that its insights cannot be 
generalized (as examples) to contribute to an ethos. Just as Kant invokes taste as a bridge 
between pure and practical reason, Musil invokes aesthetic experience as a temporary ori-
entation between the ordinary and the “other” condition (127). Here McBride not only 

presents an account of Musil’s growing interest in Kant, 
she performs a fascinating joint reading of the essays of the 
1920s and 30s, showing that each one adds a step toward 
Musil’s discovery of this “bridge.” The path culiminates in 
the speech “On Stupidity” (1937), which discovers that 
stupidity is “the opposite of not just intelligence but also 
practical cleverness” (120). In other words, stupidity is the 
reverse of aesthetic judgment, which is the apprehension 
not just of artistic skill, but of intelligence as well. 
 The fifth and final chapter follows this line of thought 
through The Man without Qualities. McBride intends not 
to offer a new interpretation of the novel, but rather to 
show that the ethical void, which develops consistently 
through Musil’s work from Törless onward, is fully present 
in the major novel as well, where it is located between the 
two books. The first book tries to raise the “other condition” 
to the level of ordinary experience, and the second tries 
to submerge ordinary experience in the other condition 
(129). McBride calls this the “staging of a failure” (128), for 
the novel’s famously unfinished condition is a result of the 
impossibility of filling the void. 
 The Void of Ethics emphasizes both Musil’s rigor, which 
brooks no artificial closure, and his optimism, which sees 
in the temporary, partial solutions that this rigor  produces 
the lesson already learned by Törless: it is vain to try to 
merge the two realms, or to compare them. Modern ethics 
must dwell in the void between. 
 Patrizia McBride’s book concentrates on the abstract 
realm of Musil’s unsystematic philosophizing. It would be 
interesting to read more about how this fits into Austrian 
cultural history, and how the void of ethics relates to the 
“home for genius” that was Kakania, but that must remain 
a task for another book.

Geoffrey C. Howes
German Studies

Bowling Green State University

University of Minnesota professor & author 
Patrizia McBride

ethics and aesthetics 
in musil’s modernity



16
Austrian Studies Newsletter

HOT OFF THE PRESSES

T. Mills Kelly. Without Remorse: Czech National Socialism in Late Habsburg 
Austria. Boulder: East European Monographs, 2006. ISBN: 0-88033-586-
6. 250 pp. Cloth, $40. Dist. by Columbia U. Press.

Helmut Rumpler and Peter Urbanitsch, eds. Die Habsburgermonarchie 
1848-1918. Band VII: Politische Öffenlichkeit und Zivilgesellschaft. Vienna: 
Austrian Academy of Sciences, 2006. Teil 1: Verein, Parteien, und Interes-
sensverbände. ISBN: 3-7001-3540-8. 1,514 pp. Cloth, € 159. Teil 2: Die 
Presse als Faktor der politischen Mobilisierung. ISBN: 3-7001-3568-8. 1,090 
pp. € 150. 

Florin Curta. Southeastern Europe in the Middle Ages, 500–1250. New York: 
Cambridge, 2006. ISBN: 05-21815-39-8. 526 pp., maps. Cloth, $90.

Brian S. Locke. Opera and Ideology in Prague: Polemics and Practice at the 
National Theater, 1900-1938. Rochester, NY: University of Rochester, 
2006. ISBN: 1-58046-228-6. 456 pp., mus. examples, tables. Cloth, $75.

Peter Weibel, ed. Beyond Art: A Third Culture. Culture, Art, and Science in 
20th Century Austria and Hungary. Vienna: Springer, 2005. ISBN: 3-211-
24562-6. 600 pp., figures, illus. Paper, € 49.

Hansjörg Rabanser. Hexenwahn. Schicksale und Hintergründe. Die Tiroler 
Hexenprozesse. Innsbruck: Haymon, 2006. ISBN: 3-85218-509-5. 350 pp., 
illus. Paper, € 29,90. 

Elisabeth Leinfellner. Ludwig Wittgenstein. Ein Volksschullehrer in Niederös-
terreich. Photos by Sascha Windholz. Trattenbach: Heimatarchiv, 2005. 
ISBN: 3-89702-815-8. 128 pp., photos. Paper, € 10,90.

James Rolleston, ed. A Companion to the Works of Franz Kafka. Rochester, 
NY: Camden House, 2006. ISBN: 1-57113-336-4. 392 pp. Paper, $29.95.

Peter Vermeersch. The Romani Movement: Minority Policy and Ethnic Mobi-
lization in Central Europe. New York: Berghahn, 2006. ISBN: 1-84545-
164-3. 256 pp., tables. Cloth, $80.

Walter Leitsch. Sigismund III. von Polen und Jan Zamoyski. Die Rolle Est-
lands in der Rivalität zwischen König und Hetman. Vienna: Austrian Acad-
emy of Sciences, 2006. ISBN: 3-7001-3507-6. Cloth, € 69.

Michael Forcher. Kleine Geschichte Tirols. Innsbruck: Haymon, 2006. 
ISBN: 3-85218-519-4. 144 pp. Paper, € 12,90.

Hans H. Diebner. Performative Science and Beyond: Involving the Process in 
Research. Vienna: Springer, 2006. ISBN: 3-211-33357-6. 210 pp., illus. 
Paper, € 39.

Timothy Baycroft and Mark Hewitson, eds. What Is a Nation? Europe 
1789-1914. New York: Oxford, 2006. ISBN: 01-99295-75-1. 400 pp., 
maps. Cloth, $110.

Kenneth Dyson, ed. Enlarging the Euro Area: External Empowerment and 
Domestic Transformation in East Central Europe. New York: Oxford, 2006. 
ISBN10: 01-99277-67-2. 384 pp. Cloth, $99.

Philip Vanhaelemeersch. A Generation “Without Beliefs” and the Idea of Ex-
perience in Romania (1927-1934). Boulder: East European Monographs, 
2006. ISBN: 0-88033-597-1. 320 pp.  Cloth, $40.  Dist. Columbia UP.

Maria N. Todorova. Balkan Family Structure and the European Pattern: De-
mographic Developments in Ottoman Bulgaria. Revised and enlarged 2nd 
edition. New York: CEU Press, 2006. ISBN: 963-7326-45-6. 249 pp., 
maps, tables, figs. Cloth, $41.95. 

Jonny Moser. Wallenbergs Laufbursche. Jugenderinnerung 1938-1945. Vi-
enna: Picus, 2006. ISBN: 3-85452-615-6. 400 pp. Cloth, € 23,90. 

R. J. Crampton. A Concise History of Bulgaria, 2nd Edition. New York: 
Cambridge, 2006. 312 pp., illus., maps. Cloth, ISBN: 05-21850-85-1, $70; 
Paper, ISBN: 05-21616-37-9, $24.99.

Stuart Arlie, Walter Pohl, and Helmut Reimitz, eds. Staat im frühen Mittel-
alter. Vienna: Austrian Academy of Sciences, 2006. ISBN: 3-7001-3600-5. 
220 pp. Paper, € 39.

Balázs A. Szelényi. The Failure of the Central European Bourgeoisie: New 
Perspectives on Hungarian History. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006. 
ISBN: 1-4039-7469-1. 256 pp. Cloth, $69.95.

Kathryn Bailey. The Twelve-Note Music of Anton Webern: Old Forms in a 
New Language. New York: Cambridge, 2006. ISBN: 05-21547-96-2. 474 
pp., figs., mus. examples. Paper, $58. 

Peter Pongratz. Sweet Home Vienna: New Work 1998-2006. Text in Ger-
man and English. Vienna: Springer, 2006. ISBN: 3-211-32791-6. 190 pp., 
color reproductions. Cloth, € 38.

Arthur Evans. Ancient Illyria: An Archaeological Exploration. New York: I. 
B. Tauris, 2006. ISBN: 1-84511-167-2. 256 pp., illus. Cloth, $72.50. Dist. 
by Palgrave.

Ivan T. Berend. An Economic History of Europe: Economic Regimes from 
Lassiez-Faire to Globalization. New York: Cambridge, 2006. 372 pp., figs., 
tables. Cloth, ISBN: 05-21856-66-3, $80; Paper, ISBN: 05-21672-68-6, 
$34.99.

Glenn Dynner. Men of Silk: The Hasidic Conquest of Polish Jewish Society. 
New York: Oxford, 2006. ISBN: 01-95175-22-0. 396 pp., maps, illus. 
Cloth, $65.

Padraic Kenney. The Burdens of Freedom: Eastern Europe Since 1989. New 
York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2006. 224 p. Cloth, ISBN: 1-84277-662-2, 
$80; Paper, ISBN: 1-84277-663-0, $22.50.

Krista Harper. Wild Capitalism: Environmental Activists and Post-Socialist 
Ecology in Hungary. Boulder: East European Monographs, 2006. ISBN: 
0-88033-592-0. 160 pp. Cloth, $30. Dist. by Columbia U. Press.

Mark Evan Bonds. Music as Thought: Listening to the Symphony in the Age 
of Beethoven. Princeton: Princeton, 2006. ISBN: 0-691-12659-3. 200 pp. 
Cloth, $29.95.

Iván Z. Dénes, ed. Liberty and the Search for Identity: Liberal Nationalisms 
and the Legacy of Empires. New York: CEU Press, 2006. ISBN: 963-7326-
44-8. 509 pp. Cloth, $55.95.

Michael Daxner. Islam auf dem Balkan - Geschichte und Perspektiven. Vienna: 
Picus, 2006. ISBN: 3-85452-523-0. 56 pp. Cloth, € 7,90.



17
Fall 2006

News	from	the	Field

SAHH NEWS

 Angelo Ara, professor of modern history at the University of Pavia, 
passed away in that north Italian city on May 2.
 The news of his death—regrettably, not unexpected—caused profound 
sorrow among his many friends, particularly those in Gorizia where he was 
a distinguished colleague at the Istituto per gli Incontri Mitteleuropei for 
more than two decades. 
 Ara, born in December 1942, always remained deeply attached to the 
former Habsburg towns of Trieste and Gorizia on the eastern border of 
Italy. His father, an Italian Jew born to an irredentist family in Habsburg 
Trieste, left for the Russian front shortly before his son’s birth. His father 
never returned from the tragic Russian campaign. Ara’s mother, of Bul-
garian origin, took refuge in Lombardy. His familial and geographic roots 
certainly affected Ara’s decision to specialize in historical research on multi-
lingual areas and multicultural environments as well as border zones. That 
work earned him international acclaim as an expert scholar in the field. 
 His numerous works include the especially noteworthy Regioni di fron-
tiera nell’epoca dei nazionalismi: Alsazia e Lorena, Trento e Trieste: 1870-
1914 [Border regions in the age of nationalism: Alsace, Lorraine, Trento, 
and Trieste: 1870-1914], edited in cooperation with Eberhard Kolb (1995), 
L’Alto Adige come problema della politica interna ed estera fascista [The pro-
blem of Alto-Adige in domestic and foreign politics in the age of fascism] 
(1973), Il problema dei confini nord-orientali d’Italia [The problem of the 
northeastern Italian borders] (1973), L’irredentismo fra tradizione risorgi-
mentale e nazionalismo [Irridentism between the resurgence of tradition and 
nationalism] (1982), and in particular the well-known Trieste: un’identità 
di frontiera [Trieste: its identity as a border city], edited in 1982 with his 

friend Claudio Magris. Other important publications cover internationalOther important publications cover international 
relations between Austria and Italy as well as Austria-Hungary in Ameri-
can foreign policy during the First World War.
 In his research, Ara devoted himself to culture, drawing directly from the 
original sources and carrying out the necessary fact-checking himself. His 
scholarship earned him a reputation as an eminent specialist and led to his 
membership in highly renowned cultural organizations such as the Istituto 
Storico Lomabardo and the Accademia Roveretana degli Agiati. On the 
international scene, he was a corresponding member of the Österreichische 
Akademie der Wissenschaften and a member of the Kuratorium of the 
University of Vienna. The Austrian government invited him to be the only 
foreign member in a working group that drafted the outlines for the reor-
ganization and development of higher education in Austria. Until 2004, he 
served the Austrian History Yearbook as the correspondent for Italy.
 Among the numerous Italian institutions he collaborated with are the 
Istituto Storico Italo-Germanico [Institute for Italian-Germanic history] 
in Trento, the Rivista italiana di Scienze politiche [ Journal of Italian political 
science], the Rivista storica italiana [ Journal of Italian history], the Soci-
età dalmata di storia patria [Society of Dalamatian national history], the 
Europäische Rundschau and the Römische historische Mitteilungen.
 With his passing, the community of historians loses a distinguished 
member, a gifted researcher, and a scholar of high intellectual integrity and 
fairness.

Marina Cattaruzza, University of Berne
Marco Grusovin, Istituto Incontri Culturali Mitteleuropei, Gorizia 

(assitance in translation from the Italian: Eva Faber)

Angelo Ara, 1942-2006

 At the AHA in Philadelphia, Howard Louthan completed his term 
as Executive Secretary of SAHH, and I became the next member of the 
steering committee to assume the office. My job, as nearly as I can tell, 
is to represent other Austrian and Habsburg historians (especially in 
organizing panels for the AHA) and to help people in the field to stay 
in touch with one another. I get to enjoy the pleasures of a very collegial 
field, but I am also conscious of what a diverse field we are—how many 
different languages and methods and academic traditions inform our 
work. In the United States, for example, many of us began our training as 
German historians, many as East Europeanists.
 I should say a word in my first column about my own background. 
I have taught European intellectual history and Austrian history at the 
University of California, San Diego since 1972. I studied comparative 
literature and philosophy at Wesleyan University (1966) and completed 
my PhD in European history at Harvard in 1972.  I thought of myself 
initially as a German intellectual historian and a Central Europeanist, 
but, beginning with my first book on Robert Musil (1980), I have been 
interested in what was distinctive about Austrian intellectual life. I just 
finished an article for the next Austrian History Yearbook on “Austrian 
Intellectual History and Bohemia,” and I am working on a longer study: 
The Austrian Tradition in German Culture: An Intellectual History, for 
which I am learning Czech.  
 For a graphic representation of the region I am working on, I 
recommend a map of Germany, 1815, which is described at the following 
site as showing the members of the German Confederation: http://
www.rootsweb.com/~wggerman/map/germanconf.htm. We might rea-
sonably ask if “Germany” existed in 1815, but this map seems to highlight 
Germany as we understand it today, while leaving a vague, drab area to 

the South—Austria—which is not denied the right of belonging to 
the German Confederation, although it wanders off the map, more like 
France than Prussia or Holstein.  Indeed, the Archduchy of Austria and 
the Kingdom of Bohemia don’t seem to belong to Germany at all.  This 
might be an interesting way to introduce a discussion of Austrian and 
Habsburg History in the nineteenth century—to dramatize the degree 
to which Austria is the other of German history, even the absence, as the 
French would say. This area of the German Confederation is the region I 
am writing about.  It was the home of Bernard Bolzano, Adalbert Stifter, 
and Franz Grillparzer, intellectuals who fit poorly in our conventions 
about German intellectual history in the early nineteenth century.
 Please join us next January in Atlanta, especially for the panels SAHH 
is sponsoring—“Austria’s Orient: The Ottoman Empire, the Balkans, and 
the Habsburg Monarchy” and “Unsettled Subjectivities: Husserl, Broch, 
Čapek and the Austrian Intellectual Experience, 1890-1938.” While 
the April 2006 conference on religion and authority was taking place in 
Minnesota, the Modern Austrian Literature and Culture Association was 
meeting in North Carolina.  I’m hoping that these associations will begin 
to work more closely, and those with interests in intellectual and cultural 
history might want to attend the MALCA conference next spring at the 
Wirth Institute for Austrian Studies, Edmonton, Alberta.
 I welcome your emails and I look forward to getting to know more 
scholars in our field. If you have questions or suggestions regarding 
SAHH, please send them to me.

David Luft
Executive Secretary, SAHH

dluft@ucsd.edu
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eagle
glassheim

Historian Eagle Galssheim earned a PhD at Colum-
bia, taught at Princeton, and is now at the Univer-
sity of British Columbia, where he is helping to cre-
ate an interdisciplinary program in environmental his-
tory. In this interview, he talks about his career and 
his recent research on the Czech town of Most, which 
was destroyed and rebuilt so that an open pit coal mine 
could be dug where it used to be.

ASN: “Eagle” is an unusual first name.
EG: (laughs) I often tell people that my parents were hippies and they gave me a counterculture name as an 
expression of their politics. Actually, my father said he was being patriotic, which is somewhat doubtful—he 
was an anti-war and civil rights protester, and my mother wasn’t a conservative, either. But I was born not 
too long after the Eagle landed on the moon. I don’t know if they named me after the Eagle, either. But I 
have theories, and that’s one of them. I’m a historian. We get what facts we can and see what we can do with 
them, but there is never any one answer.  

ASN:  When did you first become interested in history?
EG: At Dartmouth College I started out as a computer science major.  At some point in my freshman year, 
I wondered just what it would be like to graduate with a computer science major and get a job in my field.  I 
imagined myself in an artificially lit room tapping at a keyboard, programming some obscure algorithm that 
nobody, other than a few other computer scientists, would understand.  Some people could do it, but I knew 
I couldn’t. I thought, “Where would I find meaning?”—not just as a student, but as a human being. 

ASN: Did your history courses seem to have meaning?
EG: Yes, particularly my course on Modern European history. A professor named Alan Koop, who was 
the son of the Surgeon General, C. Everett Koop, taught German and German-American history at Dart-
mouth.  And I remember relatively early in the course, Napoleon and the French army marching to the East 
and getting stuck in Moscow, and the retreat. And Alan Koop read us some passages from Tolstoy’s War and 
Peace, which had a completely different explanation of the forces that led to success and defeat. By tying Tol-
stoy to a philosophy of history, Koop emphasized cultural forces that make men, like Napoleon and others, 
ride a historical tide. That hooked me on history—not as a collection of facts from the past, but as a way 

of understanding how people behave and 
interact. I was nineteen at the time, and 
the philosophical questions caught me.  

ASN: What other experiences shaped 
your historical approach and interests?
EG: I spent a semester as an exchange  stu-
dent in Budapest, at what was still known 
in 1990 as the Karl Marx University of 
Economics.  Karl Marx was still perched 
on the stairway of the main hall, but he 
didn’t last much longer. The university was 
soon renamed the Budapest University of 
Economics. I was officially studying his-
tory and economics and politics as a joint 
program, but what I was really doing was 
going around with my guide book and get-
ting the historical stories of all the places I 
could visit and see.  Keep in mind that this 
was only a few months after the commu-
nist regimes had fallen, and it was a heady 
period of uncertainty and excitement.  

ASN: Do you know both Hungarian 
and Czech?
EG: No, I don’t speak Hungarian. I learned 
“market Hungarian.” I know how to say, 
“I would like two kilos of mushrooms, 
please,” but that’s about it. The whole pro-
gram was in English. I actually came to 
Czech history and Czech language in a 
kind of abstract way. While I was in Hun-
gary, I started to read what was then called 
Eastern European history, and about the 
Habsburg Empire, where ethnic Germans, 
Hungarians, Czechs, Poles, and others all 
lived together. I became convinced that 
the Czechs were truly in the middle of it 
all, and had Austrian, German, and Slavic 
influences. I read a little about pan-Slavism 
and Czech nationalism, but as it emerged 
among a group of people who have read 
German thinkers, like Herder and the 
like. Bohemia and Moravia seemed to be, 
as the cliché goes, a crossroads, and that’s 
what hooked me on Czech history. I vis-
ited Prague twice while I was in Budapest. 
I loved it. I briefly visited other cities and 
found them fascinating, too—Kraków, 

Interview by Daniel Pinkerton



19
Fall 2006

Warsaw, and the like—but I didn’t have the affection for them that I had 
for Prague.  

ASN: Then you went to Columbia and studied with István Déak.
EG: Yes. I applied to Columbia and a few other graduate schools, and in the 
early spring, I got a call from István. He said, “I see here on your transcript, 
you have six semesters of Latin. Are you aware that the Hungarian diet was 
conducted in Latin until 1844? You could work in Latin on the documents 
of the Hungarian diet.”  I said, yes, but I was hoping to study Czech history 
at Columbia. When he hung up, I thought that there was no way I was get-
ting into Columbia. But I was accepted and I came to Columbia and István 
Déak was the most Czech-friendly advisor I can imagine.  

ASN: Despite his own interest in Hungarian history.
EG: That didn’t matter. István advised many PhD students who were work-
ing on Czech history. I was at Columbia during a wave of interest in monu-
ments and commemorations. This wasn’t necessarily István’s thing, but he 
advised many people and he did so enthusiastically.  He was engaged with 
all of his graduate students.  It was really a remarkable experience.

ASN: A good advisor is a rare and wonderful thing.
EG: I agree. For many students, graduate school can be an alienating experi-
ence.  But István was such a wonderful mentor. He cared about his graduate 
students. He read all our writing and he gave us comments not on just our 
materials and our ideas, but also on our style. István himself is a very read-
able historian—his writing appears in The New York Review of Books and 
many other nonacademic publications. Most of his former graduate stu-
dents are also readable, and his influence has helped us all. That’s something 
I try to pass on to my undergraduates: how to write clearly and concisely.  

ASN: The Czechs call Most  “the town that moved,”  although it was 
actually destroyed and rebuilt a few miles away so an open pit mine 
could be dug. But you say it was destroyed not just for short-term eco-
nomic benefits but also for “human engineering.” What is that?
EG: Human engineering is part of what is called a “high modern” vision, 
where everything is controllable—the economy, the people, and the land. 
What I found in northern Bohemia, particularly in Most, is that these dif-
ferent visions of control really were related to each other and that some-
times a project of creating control in one area—for example, creating ethnic 
homogeneity by expelling certain groups that were seen as problematic or 
troublesome, related to other attempts to gain control such as the exploita-
tion of natural resources or attempts to discipline a population. 

ASN: How did this work in Most?  
EG: Roughly 65% of Most’s population, the Germans, were expelled 
between 1945 and 1947.  Therefore, as of the late 1980s, a good 60-70% of 
Most was a recently arrived population who had no historical roots in this 
region. They came mostly for jobs in the mining and chemical industries. 
They understood Most as an industrial city, a place where one could be 
proud of production, and be well paid. I argue in my paper and in an article 
I recently published in the Journal of Modern History that these new arriv-
als were relatively malleable—or at least amenable to a productivist vision 
of Most and its surrounding region. They saw it as a place where coal was 
mined and often was converted to gasoline in nearby plants. I suggest that 
this isn’t just a repressive communist project, but it is also a vision shared in 
many ways by the new inhabitants of this region.
  
ASN: So the first stage of social and industrial engineering consisted of 
removing and replacing a large part of Most’s population.
EG: Yes. The second interrelated issue is that of a centrally planned economy 
that was looking for new sources of energy to fuel industrial complexes in 
northern Bohemia. The government decided to extract the coal underneath 
the old city of Most, which was a venerable old city with a semi-roman-
tic medieval core and a collection of distinguished 18th and 19th century 

structures.  They saw this as an opportunity to replace an old—which they 
even referred to as “bourgeois” and/or “feudal”—urban layout with a social-
ist one.  This meant concentrated high-rise panel housing.

ASN: What is panel housing?
EG: It’s a prefabricated, multistoried structure. At a factory, they pour 
cement into molds that are about 20 or 30 feet by 20 or 30 feet. These are 
then shipped to a building site and attached. They’re not quite like Legos, 
but they are built uniformly so that all the panels are produced together 
in one place for hundreds of buildings. To the socialist central planners, 
this is an opportunity to build an ideal socialist urban space and, in doing 
so, create ideal socialist people. That was the intersection of urban design, 
central planning, and social engineering.  

ASN: It sounds like American urban renewal.
EG: It does. Social engineering and construction go on all over the place.  In 
Most, they erased an entire city. There was nothing old left.  And the work-
ers—who had no historical connection to the city—liked it. Over half of 
them said they wouldn’t live in the old city under any circumstances. 

ASN: The planners also tried to solve some long-term ethnic and social 
problems, such as the so-called “Gypsy problem.”
EG: Yes. When the Germans were expelled from northern Bohemia, the 
Czech settlement officials were eager to get people to settle in these now 
underpopulated regions as quickly as possible for purposes of maintaining 
or increasing production. Roma from Slovakia were encouraged to go and 
settle. They weren’t forced; they were given low cost housing and offered 
good jobs. To many, this was an attractive prospect. Over 20,000 moved, and 
a few thousand of these ended up in Most. Now remember that the com-
munist regime wanted a fixed, predictable population and a reliable work 
force. The Roma didn’t meet the expectations regarding labor predictability 
and reliability. They brought many customs and habits from rural Slovakia. 
Communist officials—and frankly, the non-Roma population, communist 
or not—felt that there was a set of norms governing how people should 
live. The communist regime also believed that the Roma wouldn’t live in a 
“modern” way because they had been oppressed by the capitalist system. If 
they were given socialist conditions—new socialist housing, jobs, educa-
tion, a whole range of things—that they would modernize. But the Roma 
were quite resistant to fitting into this particular vision of society.

ASN: How did the government respond?  
EG: As Most was gradually destroyed for the expanding coal pit, the com-
munists moved its residents into the new buildings—except for the Roma.  
They were the only ones left in the old city.  The regime tried to integrate 
them into the panel housing projects with non-Roma, putting a few fami-
lies here and a few families there. The Roma didn’t like this.  They liked to 
live in communities of Roma.  The non-Roma neighbors also complained 
mightily about this. Around 2,000 Roma remained as late as 1975 in the 
old city of Most, living on the edge of a precipice overlooking the pit. Finally, 
the government built a housing settlement on the edge of the city, called 
Chanov, where they would house only Roma. It’s so-called modern housing 
with modern conveniences, but they remain ghettoized, you might say. 
 
ASN: What about the environmental engineering? Most was destroyed 
and the environment was ravaged by a large open pit mine. 
EG: The initial devastation was real, but the communists didn’t see that 
as important. They saw themselves as modernizers. In traditional below-
ground mining, a bunch of guys went down there with some jackhammers, 
knocked the coal loose, and put it on little train cars. Mines collapsed. 
People died. Open pit mining involved the most modern Soviet-made or 
Soviet-inspired machinery—enormous diggers, enormous dump trucks—
that could strip tons and tons of coal an hour.  It was far more productive 
and actually safer. Unfortunately, after the coal was mined, you were left 

continued on page 20
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habsburg happenings

TeN yeARS AgO we announced on HABSBURG the creation of the 
first collection of Internet links on our home page at http://www.h-net.
org/~habsweb/links.htm. The announcement cited the suggestion by 
library historian W. Boyd Rayward that today’s online links collections 
may be a throwback to the “cabinets of curiosities” of early modern days, 
idiosyncratic collections of disparate material. 

Ten years is an eternity in the life of the Internet. If it was already clear at 
that time that it was pointless to aspire to a comprehensive collection of 
potentially useful links, this is even more the case today. For many of us 
a search for Internet resources starts first with Google rather than a par-
ticular link collection. At the top of the results for many Google searches 
on historical topics, we are likely to find adequate Wikipedia articles that 
satisfy our immediate needs. 

Yet the sheer size of the Internet and the number of results of a search 
actually reinforce the value of a selective collection of links. So we have 
kept our collection. In updating it I kept the original organization, with 
four sections whose names were simplified to portals, organizations, col-
lections, and publications. Many links were kept, but dead ones were 
dropped and replaced, and brief annotations added to the names of 
many of the sites. I sought wherever possible to link to the English vari-
ant of a page.

The portals (formerly called collective sites) are three large, well-organized 
links collections. The first one is an Austrian site, Forschungslandschaft 
from the Bundesministerium für Bildung, Wissenschaft und Kultur on 
research institutions and grants, while two are American metasites for 
the study of East European and Slavic studies, REESweb at Pittsburgh 
and REENIC at the University of Texas at Austin.  

The organizations section was formerly called departments, institutes, 
and organizations. Here you will find links to academic units, academies, 
and institutes, granting agencies, and organizations that are important 
for our work as historians of Austria and East Central Europe. Most 
are in the United States, but the second largest number are in Austria, 
and there are others in Hungary, Italy, and other successor states. Many 
of these sites are useful because of their chronicle of activities, lists of 
course offerings, and information about journals and monographic series 
published by the academic units and organizations.

The collections section was formerly called libraries, databases, and 
archives. Reflecting the maturation of the Internet and the explosion of 
resources available for online research, this section is somewhat larger 
and its offerings have become even more useful. The offerings include 
two Austrian online collections, the ZeitgeschichteInformationsSystem 
from Innsbruck and AEIOU: The Austrian Cultural Information System 
that all Habsburg scholars can use. Two international library databases 
are here, the Karlsruhe Virtual Catalog (KVK) that enables simultaneous 
searching in the online catalogs of many national libraries and library 
networks in Europe, and Open WorldCat, a freely available, simplified 
search interface for the US-based union catalog that most North Ameri-
can libraries use for interlibrary loan; each of these contains more than 
50 million records, with KVK stronger for new European imprints and 
WorldCat an essential tool for library research in North America. The 
recently established European Library website provides a metasearch 
portal for European national libraries’ special collections. Next are the 
portals for selected countries’ library systems, and some national library 
home pages. There are useful, freely available citation databases: Öster-
reichische Historische Bibliographie, the Hungarian Periodical Index, the 
European Bibliography of Slavic and East European Studies, and German 
and Hungarian books in print databases. Finally, there are links for 
archives and archival systems.

The loosely named publications section is largely unchanged. Those home 
pages of journals are included here that make a substantial amount of 
their content freely available online. The archive of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty daily reports continues as before to be freely available from 
1991 onwards. Three important additions to this section are Magyar 
Elektronikus Könyvtár (MEK), a collection of Hungarian e-books, 
ANNO: AustriaN Newspapers Online, a large, cleverly organized collec-
tion of digitized newspapers created by the Austrian National Library, 
and Kakanien Revisited, a large archive of newsletters (which we fre-
quently distribute on HABSBURG) with articles, reviews, and other 
material in a variety of languages.

The links collection is intended for use by you and designed for maxi-
mum usefulness. We will continue, as in the past, to announce Internet 
sites on HABSBURG and to add or subtract from the links as time 
passes. If we don’t add a link to a site that has been announced, just 
remember: you can always find it in the discussion logs on the HABS-
BURG home page. We always appreciate receiving your suggestions.

Jim Niessen 
HABSBURG co-editor and webmaster

niessen@mail.h-net.msu.edu 

HABSBURg Links Collection Updated
“The sheer size of the Internet and the number of 
results of a search actually reinforce the value of a 
selective collection of links.”

with an enormous pit. History was lost. Places that had once been tourist 
destinations were completely destroyed.  

ASN: Well, that’s a depressing story.
EG: Yes, but oddly enough, I’m optimistic. A lot of this land has been 
reclaimed. Grass and shrubs have been brought in to cover the ground, trees 
have been planted, and parks have been built on top of the former pit mines. 
Many industries have either closed or installed pollution control devices 
that the communist regime would not invest in. The area is on the mend.

ASN: Is nothing left of old Most?
EG: Only the Church of the Annunciation, or as the Czechs call it, “the 
church that moved.” It was in the center of the old city and it was seen as 
an architectural gem. One of the planners said, “Frankly, we’d just as soon 
blow it sky-high.” Nonetheless, in 1975, they got a Prague engineering firm 
to build a unique hydraulic structure that would actually lift up the church 
and move it, ever so slowly, 850 meters from its old location to a place that 
wasn’t part of the coal mine project. It’s now a museum, devoted both to its 
unique architecture and to the engineering feat of its move. So in some ways 
the church, which doesn’t hold services, is a monument to modernity. v

glassheim from page 19
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News from the North

As the world celebrated the 250th anniver-
sary of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s birth 
in 2006, the Wirth Institute for Austrian 
and Central European Studies at the 
University of Alberta also devoted much of 
its 2006 program to honor the composer.  
Under the banner “The Year of Mozart, 
2006,” the Institute organized or sponsored 
a dozen different Mozart concerts and 
recitals.  Working with various musical 
organizations in Edmonton, the Institute 
was able to present a wide range of the 
works of Mozart—symphonies, concertos, 
masses, comic canons, wind serenades, and 
two operas, The Marriage of Figaro and Don 
Giovanni.  

Its partners included the University’s Sym-
phony Orchestra and Opera Workshop 
Programme, the Alberta Baroque Ensem-
ble, Pro Coro Canada, the Richard Eaton 
Singers, the Eclectica Ensemble of Edmon-
ton, and Edmonton Opera.  Antonín 
Kubálek, the prominent Czech-Canadian 
pianist, performed the complete piano sona-
tas of Mozart over four evenings.

In addition to musical performances, the “Year 
of Mozart” also featured two scholarly public 
lectures on Mozart-related themes.  On January 
19, the Director of the Institute presented a lec-
ture entitled “Mozart and His Czech Friends,” 
which explored the relationship of Mozart 
to contemporary Czech composers, while on 
September 13, Ernst Wangermann, Professor 
Emeritus of the University of Salzburg, pre-
sented a lecture entitled “Mozart, Freemasonry, 
Enlightenment: Relationships and Aspirations.”  
Wangermann showed how the anti-Born, anti-
rationalist, Hochgrad, and Rosicrucian elements 
in Viennese Freemasonry that all too many 
musicologists associate with Mozart—and use 
as a prism through which to interpret the Magic 
Flute—cannot be ascribed to the composer. 
 
Also on the musical front, the Institute released 
the third compact disc in its “Music of Central 
Europe” series this past March.  The CD is 
devoted entirely to works by Antonín Dvořák 
and includes the Můj domov [My home] 
Overture, the seldom-heard Te Deum, and the 
famous Cello Concerto, with the engaging Aus-
tralian cellist, Tanya Prochazka.  Readers inter-
ested in securing copies of this or other Institute 
CDs should contact the Wirth Institute.

Photography exhibits
Other activities of the Institute over the past 
academic year included two photo exhibitions.  

In November, the Institute mounted an exhibit 
in cooperation with the Slovak Embassy in 
Canada entitled “August 1968 in Slovakia” 
– a display of photographs by Ladislav Bielik 
focusing on the Soviet crackdown in Slovakia 
during the era of the Prague Spring.  In May 
the Institute presented a second exhibit entitled 
“Madzik,” which featured photographs by 
Leszek Madzik, the world-renowned theatre 
director and photographer. 

Special lectures 
As usual, the Institute presented numerous 
public lectures over the course of the academic 
year in addition to the two special Mozart lec-
tures.  This year the Institute’s annual Toby and 
Saul Reichert Holocaust Lecture was delivered 
by Michael Marrus, the inaugural holder of 
the Chancellor Rose and Ray Wolfe Chair in 
Holocaust Studies and the former Dean of 
Graduate Studies at the University of Toronto.  
The lecture, entitled “The Vatican and Post-War 
Jewish Orphans,” offered a novel perspective on 
the international controversy that broke in the 

Italian press in 2004 when the contentious 
documents were initially discovered.  

A second special guest of the Institute 
was Attila Pók, Executive Secretary for 
Research and Administration in the His-
torical Institute of the Hungarian Academy 
of Sciences – then also a Visiting Professor 
at Columbia University – who spoke on 
“The Politics of History in Post-Commu-
nist Hungary.”  
 The Institute also hosted Mr. Chris 
Kendall, Political and Public Affairs Officer 
of the Delegation of the European Union 
Commission in Canada, who led a spirited 
roundtable discussion entitled: “Is the EU 
in Crisis?”

Here comes MALCA!
Finally, the Institute would like to draw to 
the attention of our readers the upcoming 
annual conference of the Modern Aus-
trian Literature and Culture Association 
(MALCA), which will take place at the 
University of Alberta under the auspices of 
the Wirth Institute on April12-15, 2007.  
This will be the first time that the MALCA 

conference will be held in Canada.  The theme 
of the conference is “Sexuality, Eroticism, and 
Gender in Austrian Literature and Culture.”

The planned conference intends to offer a 
varied selection and analysis of the themes and 
problems of sexuality, eroticism, and gender in 
Austrian literature and culture, providing a view 
of crosscurrents and interconnecting traditions.  

Interdisciplinary approaches to literature as 
well as submissions from colleagues in related 
fields—such as (Art) History, Philosophy, Soci-
ology, Media, Theatre, Film and Cultural Stud-
ies—are welcome. The keynote speaker will be 
Stefan Koja, curator of the Austrian National 
Gallery, the Belvedere’s nineteenth-century 
section.  Koja’s theme will be Gustav Klimt and 
eroticism in fin-de-siècle Vienna.  The primary 
conference language will be English, but papers 
in German will be considered.  Anyone wishing 
to present a paper at this conference should 
submit a 400-500 proposal and a one-paragraph 
biography to malca2007@ualberta.ca.  The 
submission deadline is October 15, 2006.

Franz Szabo, executive director
Wirth Institute 

wirth.institute@ualberta.ca

Wirth Institute’s “Year of Mozart”and more
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 Austria was in the news lately when it held the presidency of the 
European Union from January to June of 2006. In May, all Latin 
American heads of state came to Vienna for a summit; in June, Presi-
dent Bush jetted in for a day, shutting down the inner city of Vienna 
and sparking considerable protests. 
 No summits were held in New Orleans, where business as usual 
meant a welcome return to normalcy. On February 17 of this year we 
celebrated the reopening of CenterAustria. Dr. Eva Nowotny, Austria’s 
ambassador to the US, attended. It was a heartwarming and at times 
melancholy occasion. Our friends from the University of Innsbruck 
and from the Marshall Plan Foundation in Vienna brought significant 
gifts towards UNO’s rebirth, also helping individual faculty and staff 
members involved with the Innsbruck connection in restarting their 
lives after enormous personal losses. Meanwhile, the anniversary of 
Hurricane Katrina, August 29, arrived. The mayor wisely decided not 
to commemorate the devastating event with fireworks and a standup 
comedy show(!). But then, Ray Nagin has done stranger things.
 Yes, while the rest of the country has “moved on,” we here on the 
Gulf Coast are still obsessed with Katrina and the enormous devasta-
tion that it left behind. It is slowly sinking in that it will take a genera-
tion to rebuild New Orleans—after all, people were still encountering 
World War II rubble in Vienna and Berlin in the 1960s. Vast areas 
of the city still look like the hurricane swept through yesterday. Social 
dysfunction is visible in rising crime rates and in the population’s 
post-traumatic stress disorders and general depression (yet 80 per-

cent of the psychiatrists have left town!). At the University of New Orleans and 
the other area universities, the freshmen class entering this fall is barely half the 
size of the pre-Katrina class. Difficult times prevail and normalcy will not return 
for a long time.
 In spite of this miserable environment, the comeback of UNO’s CenterAustria 
is progressing remarkably well. UNO’s International Summer School in Inns-
bruck is as successful as ever, with 250 students enrolled this summer. Our 
annual art exhibit of UNO students in Innsbruck’s city gallery attracted great 
attention when Mayor Zach opened it. A group of 15 students from Benjamin 
Franklin High School—a charter school affiliated with UNO—spent two weeks 
in Innsbruck with local host families with the support of the Austrian Marshall 
Plan Foundation and mediation of CenterAustria. We all felt that by beginning 
to heal individual people’s lives, we could begin to heal the city. 
 Most encouragingly, we expect some 30 Austrians to attend the University of 
New Orleans this fall. We plan to treat them as kings. After our record number 
of 45 Austrians enrolled at UNO pre-Katrina, this is an astonishingly quick 
comeback. Moreover, the Marshall Plan Chair program is continuing, we will 
have a Fulbright lecturer in German, and we will have a fellow financed by the 
Austrian Ministry of Science and Education. 
 We also have a growing number of short-term visitors studying the social and 
economic effects of disaster recovery, often from a comparative perspective. In 
the field of natural catastrophes and their aftereffects, New Orleans and the Gulf 
Coast have become one of the more interesting laboratories, especially within 
the US. With their presence at UNO this fall, the faith of the Austrian students 
seems stronger than that of politicians in Washington, who seem to be losing 
interest in the rebirth of the Gulf Coast. 
 From September 30 to October 1 in Salzburg, “Satchmo Meets Amadeus,” 
the symposium organized by Reinhold Wagnleitner (University of Salzburg) 
and Wolfgang Pillinger (Mozarteum Salzburg) will complement this summer’s 
Mozart anniversary festivities at the Salzburg Festival (see article, p. 24). This 
will be our principal event this fall. The complete program can be found on www.
centeraustria.org. In addition to the papers, which will compare their famous 
native sons along with Salzburg and New Orleans as musical cities, a number of 
concerts of classical and jazz music will round out the program. The papers are 
now available in English in book form, published by StudienVerlag Innsbruck. 
 “Lost Soul of New Orleans,” an exhibit of photographs by the famous New 
Orleans artist Michael P. Smith, will be another highlight of this fall’s program. 
Smith has documented New Orleans’ pre-Katrina popular cultures over a period 
of 30 years. He has been the proverbial fly-on-the-wall observing jazz funerals, 
spiritual churches, Mardi Gras Indian gatherings, and second line parades. He 
has also portrayed all the greats of New Orleans popular music, past and present, 
from Dr. John and Wynton Marsalis to Professor Longhair and James Booker 
(see his website, www. Michaelpsmithphotography.com). 
 Will this rich world of New Orleans culture be reborn or will it indeed be lost as a 
result of Katrina? A loss would greatly impoverish American culture. A handsome 
catalogue produced by the Landesmuseum Salzburg Carolino Augusteum, where 
Smith’s pictures will hang all fall, will document this remarkable exhibit. Thanks 
to our hard-working and generous friends in Salzburg, the Salzburg program 
of lectures, concerts, and exhibits is our most ambitious effort to date. And it 
won’t only involve Salzburg; the University of Innsbruck will send its big band 
to Salzburg and the City of Innsbruck will host the Smith show in January and 
February 2007.

Günter Bischof
Director, CenterAustria

gjbhi@mobiltel.com

CenterAustria returns to normalcy
report from New Orleans

—but will New Orleans?
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past will inspire patriotic feeling in the Habsburg subjects without provid-
ing ammunition for countless competing narratives of the past (revolution-
ary, national, etc.). We also see interests converging on the person of the 
emperor, such that it seems everybody—from the trinket salesman to the 
nationalist to the Emperor himself—benefited from the exploitation of the 
imperial likeness. 
 But the story of the jubilee celebration had a darker side, Unowsky 
argues, one that reveals the extent to which the Emperor cult became the 
victim of its own success. Just about any interest group could stake a claim 
on the emperor through declarations of loyalty and adoration, and many 
did. The most egregious manipulation of imperial patriotism was under-
taken at the initiative of the mayor of Vienna, Karl Lueger, the Christian 
Social Party leader who mobilized the newly enfranchised Viennese voters 
with German nationalist and anti-Semitic rhetoric. In order to bolster the 
Christian Socials’ legitimacy, Lueger planned a series of events for the 1898 
jubilee celebration that would serve to set the standard for—and define the 
content of—Austrian patriotism. Although manipulation and opportun-
ism of this sort was evident in earlier celebrations and tours, Unowsky finds 
Lueger’s machinations particularly distasteful and cynical, and ultimately 
devastating to dynastic legitimacy. The book ends with a brief discussion 
of the 60th jubilee celebrations in 1908 and Franz Joseph’s death in 1916. 
Unowsky then reflects on the significance of imperial patriotism and its 
staging during Franz Joseph’s reign.
 The Pomp and Politics of Patriotism provides an excellent point of depar-
ture for any number of scholarly innovations in the study of commemora-
tions, imperial patriotism, and Habsburg/Austrian history. Throughout 
the book, for example, Unowsky makes tantalizing allusions to imperial 
celebrations and tours of other great dynasties during the 19th century, 
among them the British royal family and the Romanovs. A more sus-
tained comparison between images of the dynasty, political and commer-
cial representations of the monarch/emperor, and the stability of the state 
would go further toward revealing the extent to which Austria was an out-

lier, an innovator, or a middle-of-the-line dynasty in that regard. Such a 
comparison would also help us to glean whether the challenges faced by 
the court and the Emperor in creating a narrative of dynasty that could 
encompass and/or disarm competing metanarratives were unique to the 
Austrian context. In considering alternatives to nationalism, a comparison 
with the Ottoman Empire would also likely prove fruitful, especially given 
that declining empire’s attempts to create a transnational “Ottomanism” to 
counter the centrifugal pull of national particularism. Finally, a more thor-
ough study of the attitudes and positions of nonelites toward Emperor and 
country would add depth to our understanding of what love of Emperor 
meant or stood in for, as compared to what politicians and provincial elites 
wanted it to mean or stand in for, in the minds of the Kaiser’s subjects.
 Unowsky has written a book that draws the reader into the spectacle of 
dynastic power with all the style and finesse of a court ceremony. Like all 
good works of scholarship, his book also throws open the doors to new 
areas of scholarly inquiry.

Holly Case
History

Cornell University

1 See, for example, István Deák, Beyond Nationalism: A Social and Political His-
tory of the Habsburg Officer Corps, 1848-1918 (Oxford: Oxford University Press,  
1990); Jeremy King, Budweisers into Czechs and Germans: A Local History of Bohe-
mian Politics, 1848-1948 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2002); Maureen 
Healy, Vienna and the Fall of the Habsburg Empire: Total War and Everyday Life in 
World War I. Studies in the Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare Series 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004). 
2 These include Katherine Verdery’s The Political Lives of Dead Bodies, (New York: 
Columbia University Press, 2000); Patrice Dabrowski’s Commemorations and the 
Shaping of Modern Poland (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2004); Nancy 
M. Wingfield and Maria Bucur’s edited volume, Staging the Past: The Politics of 
Commemoration in Habsburg Central Europe, 1848 to the Present (West Lafayette: 
Purdue University Press, 2001); and István Rév’s Retroactive Justice: A Prehistory of 
Post-Communism (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2004), to name a few.

HORST from page 10
me successful very quickly. Frankly, I wasn’t ready. 
I didn’t know how to deal with it. 

ASN: What other problems did this instant 
success cause?
HR: I paid people too much because I was trying 
to be a nice guy. I gave them 60 percent off the 
top. When I hired an accountant and a lawyer, 
they started looking at the business as a whole 
and said, “Horst, it’s actually costing you to stay in 
business.” Then a group of stylists at the Calhoun 
shop wanted 65 percent. Instead, I sold them the 
shop, and that’s how I lost it. Fortunately, I had 
the Highland Park Salon. 

ASN: And your loyal customer base.
HR: Yes. But this taught me I was not a good 
businessman, and I started hiring people who 
could do it for me. 

ASN: How did you find them?
HR: Through my clients, of course. They would 
say, “My husband knows somebody.” I started 
getting clients’ husbands to tell me who to hire, 
who to bring in. Would you believe I’ve the same 
law firm, accounting firm, and CPA for almost 
forty years? They’ve been with me for so long, 
they know me. They made the deal when I sold 

Aveda. They set up all the business and financial 
aspects of Intelligent Nutrients. I trust them to 
run the business so I can just focus on the craft. 
That is my role. I see the opportunities. I am a 
good designer. There’s no difference between a 
painting and a product. It is all created. There’s a 
lot of intuition involved, and my intuition is one 
of my strong points. I also have highly developed 
sensory skills. When I see, smell, or taste things, 
I intuitively know what other people will like and 
if I can work with it.

ASN: Partly because of your talents, and partly 
because you’re still client-centered. 
HR: My customers taught me how to please 
them. Somehow I realized that if the customer 
isn’t happy, I’m not happy. I must also say that 
when I was growing up in Austria, we learned 
to have respect for good service. Rude behavior 
was unheard of and would simply not have been 
accepted. This has changed. It’s a little different 

today, but respect for others, respect for clients, is 
still present to a large degree in Austria. 

ASN: What has caused the changes?
HR: To some extent, I don’t think the clients 
expect the level of respect we used to give. Fifty 
years ago, customers were so demanding! “I kiss 
your hand, madam”—you didn’t have to kiss 
them, but you had to say it. Everybody who is 
anybody in Austria has a title, and you had to 
acknowledge this. By watching my elders, my 
mentors, and my customers, I learned manners 
and how to demonstrate respect on the job—
probably more thoroughly than if I had learned 
at a boarding school. Because in school the client 
doesn’t make you do it, the teacher does.

ASN:  And now, being in touch with customers 
also means being in touch with the planet.
HR:  Yes, and I am not the only businessperson 
who cares about the planet. The number is grow-
ing. Of course, for everyone who is trying to pro-
duce purer food, or cleaner air and water, there is 
someone who, in the name of short term profit, 
will stand in the way of the solution. Some catas-
trophes will happen whether we change or not, 
because we’ve already done the damage. But this 
is the century of change. We can and we must 
learn to serve our customers and our planet.  v

UNOWSKY from page 14
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Annick Massis in 
Lucillo Silla. Photo by 

Clärchen & Mattias Baus.

salzburg 06
Mozart,
music, 
money,
and more
by Ilona Sármány-Parsons

 Walking the city’s streets at 
festival time, one is provoked to 
ponder the nature of Echtheit, 
of authenticity, à la Salzburg. A 
notice in the shop window of the 
chocolatier Fürst stresses that 
the first, “original” Mozartkugel 
was produced by the firm, and 
that Fürst has a legal claim to 
that bankable appellation. The 
competition may call its products 
“genuine” and “Austrian” but not 
“original.” The distinction between 
“genuine” and “original” may be a 
fine one, but it is symptomatic of 
the city’s mimetic identities. 
 Take Hofmannsthal’s Jeder-
mann. We think of it as a quintes-
sential Salzburg work. In reality it 
is an English morality play from 
1490, with “additional material,” 
by Hans Sachs, Albrecht Dürer, 
and Hugo von Hofmannsthal. 
And the Festspiele itself is cer-
tainly a great cultural event; but 
it is also an annual fashion show 
of a rather vulgar kind, a sort of 
Cruft’s for the Prominenz. In no 
city of Europe is mutton more 
artfully dressed as lamb, or are 
male waistlines more flatteringly 
corseted, than is the case with the 
“Promis” conscientiously photo-
graphed by the boulevard press 
getting into and out of their lim-
ousines before the Festspielhaus. 
 All of which should not distract 
us from the fact that this was a 
very special year in Salzburg. The 
250th aniversary of Mozart´s 
birth presented a major challenge 
both for Austria and for the com-
poser’s native city to celebrate his 
genius in an appropriate manner, 

and also to extract the maximum profit from cultural and noncultural tour-
ism through the exploitation of his genius. 
 A budget of 51.4 million Euros was required for this year’s Festspiele. Thir-
teen million came from the state, but the workaholic president of the Festspiele 
Direktorium, Helga Rabl-Stadler, managed to raise 75% of the funds required 
from private sponsorship. In Austria, this is less common than in America, 
because the state has traditionally played a major role in arts funding. Many 
of the sponsors are large international firms, some (like the automobile firm 
Audi) with longstanding Salzburg connections and a strong interest in asso-
ciating their products with social and cultural aspirations. Since at least the 
1960s, Salzburg has been identified with conspicuous consumption and the 
international jet set; controversial or not, such an image attracts sponsor-
ship—critics would say, by the rich for the rich. Not that the rich are let off 
lightly: tickets for major opera performances can cost as much as 600 Euros, 
something which has attracted unfavorable comment from the Director of 
the Wiener Oper, Ion Hollender. 
 Nevertheless, private sponsorship has major achievements to its credit. 
The most remarkable of the infrastructural investments has been the rebuild-
ing of the “Kleines Festspielhauses” which has been renamed “Das Haus für 
Mozart.” The refurbishment of the building, which cost 29 million Euros, has 
vastly improved acoustics, sight lines, and technical facilities, although there 
are the usual grumbles from architectural lobbies. At the same time, Clemens 
Holzmeister’s formerly forbidding façade of the Festspiel theatres has been 
opened up with tall windows; the terrace can finally be used by the public and 
the foyers have been given a face lift, while the best features of the old build-
ings have been retained (e.g., the freshly restored  Faistauer frescoes). Helga 
Rabl-Stadler raised 60 million ATS (in pre-Euro days) from the American 
philanthropist, Donald Kahn, in order to finish the makeover when the origi-
nal donor had to drop out. The deadline was met and Nikolaus Harnoncourt 
inaugurated the building on July 26th with his new Figaro.

 Peter Ruzicka, the outgoing artistic 
director of the Festspiele, successfully 
championed the astonishingly bold 
project of offering festivalgoers all 
twenty-two of Mozart’s stage works, 
including the unfinished fragments. 
This in itself is a remarkable musi-
cal, artistic, and theatrical achieve-
ment, since most of the productions 
are new. Since 2002, guest directors 
have been brought in to deconstruct 
or reconstruct the major operas  (Don 
Giovanni in 2002, Titus in 2003, The 
Magic Flute in 2005); now the public is 
able to see most of them again within 
the space of five weeks. The interest 
has been enormous: weeks before the 
beginning of the Festival, 95% of the 
tickets were sold out. It was difficult 
to get a seat even for the festival fringe 
performances.
 
 In the theatre, Harnoncourt and 
his producer, Claus Guth, rethought, 
redesigned, and reconstructed The 
Marriage of Figaro, both musically 
and dramatically, for their version of 
this perennial favorite. The resulting 
staging (nearly four hours long under 
the baton of a purist conductor who 
eschews cuts) polarized opinions 
amongst the critics and the public. 
As with all creative and challenging 
performances, it was impossible to be 
neutral about it. 
 In Guth’s interpretation, the comedy 
was transformed into a Strindber-
gian and Freudian tragedy. On a vast 
white staircase leading from unknown 
depths to unknown heights, the pro-
tagonists (clad mostly in black or dark 
blue) moved like tortured, obsessed 
somnambulists; this puritan sce-
nario created a chilling near-surrealist 
atmosphere, in which repressed emo-
tions swelled to demonic proportions. 
 Harnoncourt’s superb and richly 
detailed reading took its time to 
unfold. Some arias were given much 
more slowly than usual, and the overall 
effect was mesmerizing. The teamwork 
was perfect. All the excellent singers 
(including stars like Anna Netrebko) 
adjusted themselves admirably to the 
narrowly articulated concept. The 
result was a chillingly effective Gesamt-
kunstwerk. Perhaps the Zeitgeist 
requires that even an opera buffa with 
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Countess Almaviva (Dorothea Röschmann, left) and Cherubino (Christine Schäfer, right) have Susanna right where they 
want her (Ana Netrebko, on the floor) in Le Nozzi di Figaro.  (Photo: Monika Rittershaus)

a happy ending should be staged as a menacing and surrealis-
tic tragedy. If so, Harnoncourt and Guth made such a staging 
credible.
   Given this treatment of Mozart’s opera buffa, it comes as no 
surprise that Mozart’s opera seria, Lucio Silla (written at the 
age of 16), which originally ended with the dictator´s transfor-
mation into a benevolent, humbled statesman who resigns his 
office for the common good, now ends with Silla´s asassina-
tion. This production by Jürgen Flimm, the incoming Artistic 
Director of the Salzburger Festspiele, was originally made for 
La Fenice in Venice. 
 The production suffered gravely from being transported to a 
stage seven times larger in the Felsenreitschule. The Roman tri-
umphal arch, marooned center stage, had vast black spaces on 
either side of it, which were filled with groups of Silla’s unfor-
tunate subjects undergoing various forms of torture or suffer-
ing. These politically loaded “asides” were distracting enough to 
irritate the eye but not conspicuous enough to make an effec-
tive dramatic point. Meanwhile, the wooden protagonists were 
saddled with seemingly endless da capo arias. The accurate but 
uninspired conducting of Thomas Netopil lacked contrasts; 
too often the piece tended to grind to a halt, despite the tech-
nical virtuosity of singers like Annick Massis in the role of the 
heroine, Giunia, or Veronica Cangemi as Cinna.
 The producer of Zauberflöte was Pierre Audi, who stressed 
in numerous interviews that he “co-produced” the opera with 
the Dutch painter and sculptor Karel Appel. Appel died in 
June at the age of 85, and his sets may thus be seen as his-
toric documents; with their garish colours and their oversized 
sculptural brutalism realised in papier-mâché, they exhibit 
the eclectic taste of a modern master, mixing forms inspired 
by African art and pop art with geometrical abstraction and a 
naïf, expressive playfulness. However the visual eclecticism did 
little to help the dramatic interpretation of the work, dissipat-
ing its impact rather than concentrating it. In an interview, the 
producer remarked: “It is dangerous to deconstruct the Zau-
berflöte, since the piece is itself a deconstruction.” 
 He went on to dismiss the opera’s freemason context as of 
no interest. Here again the trend of rejecting the ideas and 
ideals of the Enlightenment was evident, with the result that 
the scenes in the “heiligen Hallen” were reduced to little more 
than pantomime. Although the producer’s obiter dicta would 

seem to suggest a return to a simple presentation of the piece as a fairy tale with some 
knockabout comedy and social observation thrown in, the actual effect of removing any 
intellectual grit was one of confusion between the deeply humanistic message of the 
music and what was happening on stage. This may be nothing new: Schikaneder him-
self protested that he wrote “such a pretty little piece and then that Herr Mozart came 
along and botched it up with his music.” A woodenly acted, if well sung, Tamino, and 
even Sarastro himself, seemed to be going through the motions rather than offering 
dramatic conviction. It was the two heroines, the Queen of the Night (Diana Damrau) 
and Pamina (Genia Kühmeier) who had a real stage presence, and who managed to fill 
the music with genuine passion. Above all, the evening was rescued by Mozart’s music, 
conducted with characteristic aplomb by Riccardo Muti wielding his baton over the 
Wiener Philharmoniker.

 The rich concert program, concentrating of course on Mozart, had one alternative 
focus this year, to promote contemporary compositions written since 2000. The cham-
ber music concert given in the Mozarteum by the sensational clarinettist Jörg Widmann 
and the Minguet Quartet from Cologne was faithful to this double principle. They 
began with “Four Studies for a Clarinet Quintet” by Wolfgang Rhim, a work written in 
2002 for the composer’s virtuoso student—Jörg Widmann. In the performance of this 
superb young clarinettist, the “Four Studies” emerged as a virtuoso’s tour de force. Long 
(forty minutes), but without longueurs, it offered bewitching cantabiles, alternated with 
shrieking glissandos and pulsating vibrato passages—the entire spectrum of human 
emotions. Melodic lyricism was aptly counterpointed by highly dramatic dissonances, 
and the piece moved with dramatic integrity from anguish to gentle passages of medita-
tive profundity. Curiously, the Mozart Clarinet Quintet in A major (KV 581) that fol-
lowed was, by comparison, rather a routine affair, though always delightful to listen to. 
 The other concert I was able to catch was that of the Stadler Quartet in the Schloß 
Mirabell. There was some superb playing of Mozart, Schubert, and Brahms, a real musi-
cal feast in spite of the appalling acoustics of Hildebrandt’s beautiful Prunksaal. After 
such an evening, it is easy to see why Salzburg concerts are such magnets for music 
aficionados. It is on these occasions that you will encounter the next generation of gifted 
chamber musicians and soloists, still fresh and exuberant. 
 The evening of the Kremerata Baltica under the leadership of their founder, Gidon 
Kremer, was devoted not only to Mozart, but also to Shostakovich, who was born one 
hundred years ago this year. Kremer included Mozart’s five violin concertos and three 
short compositions by Shostakovich in the program. 
 All five violin concertos of the nineteen-year-old Mozart offer endless possibilities 
to soloists and orchestra to demonstrate technical brilliance. The perfectionist Gidon 
Kremer played flawlessly on his Guarnerius. Kremer is a performer for whom technique 
is paramount, and a full evening of Mozart concertos with over-ornate cadenzas is quite 
a lot, even for Kremer and Mozart buffs. It was an ingenious idea to refresh the palate 
with quite another type of music in between. Of these, the Adagio from Shostakovich´s 
opera Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk was the most memorable, played with admirable grace 
and lyrical intimacy by the orchestra on its own. 

 Salzburg is not entirely dedicated to music. This year’s scandalous production was 
Bulgarian director Dimiter Gottscheff ’s version of Tartuffe, played on the factory stage 
on the Perner-Insel in Hallein. 
 Devotees of Molière need not, perhaps, bother themselves with this modern decon-
struction of his work, which owes as much to Heiner Müller, Cicero, Lao-Tse, and Chris-
tian Morgenstern as to the master. Beginning with the protagonists “amusing themselves 
to death” for long enough to make the audience restive, this demonstration of the hellish 
bourgeois vacuum in which the Orgon family lives is replete with scatological effects and 
verbal obscenity. Many of the critics were duly outraged and newspapers produced grati-
fyingly indignant headlines. But Gottscheff ’s production was not universally dismissed 
as a mere provocation. Die Furche, for instance, described it as a portrait of a society 
that can only compensate for its essential emptiness through property, riches, and greed. 
Tartuffe, the arch-hypocrite in Molière’s original play, is here a quasi-cathartic figure 
for such a world. There is a subtext (how could there not be in such a staging?) of the 
Third World revenging itself on the moral complacency of the First World. It is up to 
the individual member of the audience whether or not to buy into this. At any rate, one 
Molière truth remains: without Orgons, there would be no Tartuffes. The reverse is not 
true. And without a Salzburg audience to beschimpfen, where would we all be?  v  
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Germany. International Symposium. “Approaching 
European History from Southeast European Per-
spectives: Comparing Social Movements and Social 
Change in the 19th and 20th Centuries,” January 25-
27, 2007, Institut für soziale Bewegungen, Ruhr-Uni-
versität Bochum. Homepage: www.rub.de/isb. 

Germany. Conference. “Exile, Nationalism and Cos-
mopolitanism,” June 21-23, 2007, Warburg-Haus, 
Hamburg. This conference seeks to discuss differ-
ent forms of exile to approach a more differentiated 
perspective on exile and its consequences for groups 
living in a transnational context, to define and explain 
nationalism and the so-called rise of the nation-state 
in the context of exile and diasporic movements, 
and to define and explain cultural, political, or social 
cosmopolitanism in the context of exile and diaspo-
ras. Contact: Dr. Susanne Lachenicht, slachenicht@
yahoo.com. 

United States. Call for Papers. The Consortium on 
the Revolutionary Era issues a second call for papers 
for its 2007 Conference, March 1-3, 2007, Arlington, 
Virginia. The CRE has, in the last few years, expanded 
its scope and is now a venue for both traditional revo-
lutionary history and comparative efforts. Sessions 
will focus both on Europe and other places, especially 
those throughout the Atlantic world. The conference 
will be held at the Westin Arlington Gateway Hotel. 
We have also confirmed our three plenary speakers: 
Philip Morgan, Charles Tilly, and Sarah Maza. We 
prefer proposals for complete sessions (three papers, a 
chair, and commentator), but we will also accept pro-
posals for incomplete sessions or as individual papers. 
Please include name of presenter, title of paper, and 
brief abstract (no more than 500 words) for each paper 
and brief CVs (no more than 2 pages) for each partici-
pant. Both traditional presentations of new research 
and roundtable discussions are welcome. Propos-
als from doctoral students are encouraged. For more 
info: http://revolutionaryeurope.org/. Send propos-
als to Jennifer Lansbury, Department of History and 
Art History, George Mason University, MSN 3G1, 
4400 University Blvd., Fairfax, Virginia, 22030. Tel: 
703-978-5143, e-mail: jlansbur@gmu.edu. Deadline: 
October 15.

United States. Call For Papers. “Mass Migration and 
Urban Governance: Cities in the United States and 
in Central Europe in the 19th and 20th Centuries,” a 
workshop at the German Historical Institute, Wash-
ington DC, May 11-12. Conveners: Daniel Czitrom 
(Mount Holyoke College) and Marcus Gräser (Uni-
versity of Frankfurt/Main). American urbanization in 
the 19th and 20th centuries has always been described 
as a unique experience. Migrants from the peasant vil-
lages and small towns of Europe and Asia as well as 
African Americans from the southern States converged 
on the metropolises. Yet from a comparative perspec-
tive, the assumption of an American urban exception-
alism may be questioned. Urbanization in Central 
Europe during the 19th and early 20th centuries was 
no less the result of mass migration, mostly from rural 

areas. Most, but not all migrants had the same ethnic 
background as the old-stock city dwellers. However, 
in some German cities and most of the big cities in the 
Habsburg empire, urbanization and migration divided 
along lines of ethnicity. For example, immigrants to 
Vienna included Czechs, Galicians, Italians, Slovenes, 
and Croatians. The experience of Central European 
mass migration, whether mono- or multiethnic, had 
a crucial impact on urban governance in both Central 
Europe and in America. The aim of this workshop is 
to examine this impact, asking questions such as: How 
did mass migration change the local political regime 
and its administrative capacity? How did the degree 
of democratization, the processes of naturalization, 
and local party traditions influence the political and 
social inclusion or exclusion of migrants? Conference 
presentations and discussion will be in English. We 
invite paper proposals of no more than 500 words in 
length (one page) from Europe and the United States. 
Participants will receive lump sum reimbursement for 
their travel and lodging expenses. Send your proposal 
with a brief cv to both conveners, Daniel Czitrom, 
dczitrom@mtholyoke.edu, and Marcus Gräser, 
M.Graeser@em.uni-frankfurt.de. Deadline: Novem-
ber 15. Participants will be notified by the middle of 
December.

Germany. Call for Papers. Transnationalität in Osteu-
ropa, Herder-Institut, Gisonenweg 5-7, 35307 Mar-
burg, Deutschland. Veranstalter: Verband der Osteu-
ropahistorikerinnen und -historiker (VOH), 22-23 
Februar 2007. Erwünscht sind Beiträge, die sich 
unter verschiedensten Gesichtspunkten von nation-
algeschichtlichen Rahmensetzungen lösen, nach ge-
schichtlichen Strukturen über Grenzen hinweg fragen 
und gegenseitige Beeinflussungen verschiedener 
Bezugsräume untersuchen. Sowohl Geschehen und 
Verflechtungen in der Geschichte als auch Themen 
der Historiographiegeschichte und Erinnerungskul-
tur sind angesprochen. Das Colloquium findet im 
Anschluss an die 27. Ordentliche Mitgliederversamm-
lung des VOH statt, die für den Vormittag des 22. 
Februar 2007 im Herder-Institut Marburg vorge-
sehen ist. Den aktiven Teilnehmerinnen und Teil-
nehmern werden die Reise- und Aufenthaltskosten 
seitens der Veranstalter erstattet. Das Colloquium 
soll in Form von Panels und/oder zu Panels zusam-
mengefassten Einzelvorträgen ablaufen. Wir laden Sie 
ein, selbst ein Panel zusammenzustellen und dieses 
für das Colloquium vorzuschlagen oder sich mit 
einen Einzelvortrag (ca. 30 Minuten) zur Teilnahme 
zu bewerben. Die Vorschläge sollten in Form eines 
abstract Ziel und Anliegen Ihres Panels bzw. Ihres 
Vortrages beschreiben und uns unter der Anschrift 
des Herder-Instituts bis zum 20. November erreichen. 
Kontakt: Dr. Dr. hc. Winfried Irgang, Herder-Institut, 
Gisonenweg 5-7, 35307 Marburg, Deutschland. Tel: 
49-6421-184101, e-mail: irgang@herder-institut.de.

Austria. Call for Papers. “Communication and Infor-
mation in the 18th Century: The Habsburg Monarchy,” 
April 26-28, 2007, Austrian National Library, Vienna. 
The history of the book and publishing trade, which 
was almost solely responsible for the spread of infor-
mation, knowledge, and education, has been widely 
neglected by Austrian scholars of the Enlightenment. 

The aim of this conference is to illuminate the history 
of the empire and focus in particular on the transna-
tional and multilingual character of book production. 
Of special interest are the reception, distribution, and 
suppression of literature of the Enlightenment in 
the Habsburg Monarchy. The organizers invite pro-
posals for papers on the following topics: concepts 
and conditions for writing (e.g., aristocracy and free 
writers; lack of copyright protection; the book piracy 
debate); production of books, newspapers, and peri-
odicals (e.g., state promotion, companies active at the 
local and regional level; Oriental and Hebrew presses; 
works in foreign languages; paper production and 
printing presses); distribution (e.g., book selling, auc-
tions, book trade links within the monarchy; outside 
links to southern Germany, Leipzig Fair, etc., circula-
tion of manuscripts, customs boundaries, booksellers’ 
organizations); the dissemination of information (e.g., 
institutions—clerics, universities, etc.,—censorship 
and the evasion of censorship through smuggling and 
clandestine literature); access to reading material (e.g., 
promotion of literacy, public and private libraries, the 
cost of books, the continuation of oral traditions, the 
popular approach to reading and writing). Conference 
languages: German, English, French. Proposals should 
be 400 words, papers no more than 20 minutes. Include 
a CV with a short list of publications. Send by normal 
or electronic mail to: Johannes Frimmel & Michael 
Wögerbauer, Abteilung für Vergleichende Literatur-
wissenschaft, Universität Wien, Berggasse 11/5, A-
1090 Vienna, Austria. Tel: 43-1-4277-43071, fax: 
43-1-4277-9418, e-mail: johannes.frimmel@univie.
ac.at or michael.woegerbauer@gmx. net. Website: 
www.buchforschung.at. Deadline: November 30.

Interstitio: East European Review of Historical 
Anthropology is a journal published by the Rethinking 
History Center, Department of History and Interna-
tional Relations, Free International University of Mol-
dova, in cooperation with Institute of History, Faculty 
of Social Science, University of Silesia, Poland. An 
essential aspect of this journal is promotion of new 
methods, directions, and themes of research in his-
torical scholarship in the post-totalitarian space of 
Eastern Europe. Send submissions to the electronic 
address of Rethinking History Center. Manuscripts 
can be written in English, Polish, and Romanian. All 
articles must be followed by a summary in English and 
should include, on a separate sheet, a brief curriculum 
vitae. For more details about submission format, con-
tact: Rethinking History Center, Laboratory of Cul-
tural Anthropology, Free International University of 
Moldova, str. Vlaicu Pircalab 52, of. 705a, Chisinau, 
MD-2012, Republica Moldova. Phone: 37322-22-
73-65, Fax: 37322-59-40-61, e-mail: rethinkinghis-
torycenter@yahoo.com. Editor: Virgiliu Birladeanu, 
e-mail: anthropology@mcc.md. Deadlines: May 15 
and September 15.

Sprawy Narodowosciowe/Nationalities Affairs is a 
premiere European semiannual journal devoted to the 
interdisciplinary study of nationalism and ethnicity 
published by the Polish Academy of Sciences. Initially 
published between 1928 and 1939, it was revived in 
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 The Working Papers in Austrian Studies series serves scholars who study the history, politics, society, economy, and culture of modern Austria and Habsburg Central 
Europe. It encourages comparative studies involving Austria or the Habsburg lands and other European states, stimulates discussion in the field, and provides a vehicle for 
circulating work in progress. It is open to all papers prior to final publication but gives priority to papers by affiliates of the Center and scholars who have given lectures or 
attended conferences at the Center. Beginning with Working Paper 04-1, papers will be published online only. If you would like to have a paper considered for inclusion in 
the series, please contact Gary Cohen, director, Center for Austrian Studies.

Working Papers in Austrian Studies

 Working papers 92-1 through 95-6 are still available. See the CAS website or contact the Center for authors and titles. The price per paper is $3.00 ($4.00 for foreign 
addresses). To order, send your name, address, and paper numbers requested along with payment to Center for Austrian Studies, Attention: Working Papers (address on 
page 2).  Payment by check ONLY, in U.S. dollars, drawn on a U.S. bank, made out to “Center for Austrian Studies, University of Minnesota.” Most working papers are also 
available on our website and may be downloaded for free. The URL is http://www.cas.umn.edu. 

96-1. Katherine Arens, Central Europe and the 
Nationalist Paradigm

96-2. Thomas N. Burg, Forensic Medicine in the 
Nineteenth-Century Habsburg Monarchy

96-3. Charles Ingrao, Ten Untaught Lessons 
about Central Europe: An Historical Perspective

97-1. Siegfried Beer, Target Central Europe: 
American Intelligence Efforts Regarding Nazi and 
Early Postwar Austria, 1941-1947

98-1. Dina Iordanova, Balkan Wedding Revisited: 
Multiple Messages of Filmed Nuptials

98-2. Christopher Long, The Other Modern 
Dwelling: Josef Frank and Haus & Garten 

99-1. Peter Thaler, “Germans” and “Austrians” 
in World War II: Military History and National 
Identity

99-2. Adi Wimmer, The “Lesser Traumatized”: 
Exile Narratives of Austrian Jews

00-1. Lonnie Johnson, On the Inside Looking 
Out: The ÖVP-FPÖ Government, Jörg Haider, and 
Europe

00-2. Alan Levy, An American Jew in Vienna

01-1. Erika Weinzierl, The Jewish Middle Class in 
Vienna in the 19th Century 

02-1. Stanley and Zdenka Winters, “My Life 
Was Determined by History”: An Interview with 
Jaroslav Pánek

02-2. Hansjörg Klausinger, The Austrian School 
of Economics and the Gold Standard Mentality in 
Austrian Economic Policy in the 1930s

03-1. Beth Bjorklund, Working-Class Literature: 
Petzold’s Rauhes Leben

03-2. Fred Stambrook, The Golden Age of the 
Jews of Bukovina, 1880-1914  (online only)

03-3. Arnold Suppan, Österreicher, Tschechen 
und Sudetendeutsche als Konfliktgemeinschaft im 
20. Jahrhundert (forthcoming)

04-1. Janet Wasserman, Karoline Eberstaller: Is 
She the Real Link between Franz Schubert and 
Anton Bruckner? (online only)

Center for History and New Media. Call for 
documents. The National Endowment for the 
Humanities has awarded the Center for History and 
New Media (CHNM) at George Mason University 
a three-year grant to create a major website on 
the collapse of communism in Eastern Europe in 
1989. The project, “Making the History of 1989,” 
will have three main features: a database of 
primary sources (text, images, audio, video) on 
the events of 1989; multimedia interviews with 
four historians to show the strategies scholars 
use when working with primary sources and 
interpreting the past; and six teaching modules 
and ten teaching case studies to provide historical 
context, tools, and strategies for teaching the 
history of 1989 with primary sources. A mock-
up of the website is online at http://chnm.gmu.
edu/1989/. We are seeking donations of sources of 
all types for the archive. Please consider donating 
copies of items in your personal collection to 
this project, thereby making them available 
to future generations of students and scholars. 
Items donated should be those to which you hold 
copyright or which are in the public domain. 
Our grant does not provide for translation, so at 
present we are limited to publishing text sources 
in English. We will, however, gladly accept 
donations of non-English sources in the hope 
that we can obtain funding for translation at 
some later point. Send donations to T. Mills Kelly, 
Associate Director, CHNM and Project Director, 
Making the History of 1989. Email: tkelly7@gmu.
edu. Website: http://chnm.gmu.edu/history/
faculty/kelly/. Founded in 1994, CHNM combines 
cutting edge digital media with the latest and best 
historical scholarship to promote an inclusive and 
democratic understanding of the past as well as a 
broad historical literacy. CHNM websites generate 
more than 300 million hits per year.

spotlight

1992. Since 2000, English-language contributions 
have regularly appeared in SN/NA. The inflow of 
submissions from all over the world was so intensive 
that it necessitated the publication of the two-volume 
collection, Nationalisms Across the Globe (2005-06). 
(The collection can be ordered from the e-bookshop 
www.merlin.com.pl.) We invite submissions on vari-
ous aspects of national and ethnic issues, written from 
various disciplinary and methodological standpoints, 
and pertaining to all the geographical regions. We 
especially encourage contributions that are novel in 
approach as well as in form. Apart from the tradi-
tional academic-style articles, we are ready to consider 
biographical, opinion, and participatory observation 
essays. Contact the website or the editors for submis-
sion format. This is an ongoing call with no specific 
deadline, though the journal’s two annual issues are 
published in Spring and Fall. Send to: Sprawy Nar-
odowosciowe/Nationalities Affairs, Unit for the Study 
of Nationalities, Institute of Slavonic Studies, Polish 
Academy of Sciences, Stary Rynek 78/79, 61-771 
Poznan, Poland. Tel/Fax: 48-61-8520950. Editor-in-
Chief: Prof. Wojciech J Burszta, wojciech.burszta@
swps.edu.pl. Coordinator of English-Language Sub-
missions: Dr. Tomasz Kamusella, tomek672@poczta.
onet.pl. Website with the text of the journal: http://
www.ceeol.com, select “Poland,” and then, Sprawy Nar-
odowosciowe.

The Journal of Slavic Military Studies ( JSMS) invites 
those with interests in the military history and affairs 
of Eastern Europe (and not exclusively of Slavic coun-
tries) to submit scholarly articles. Articles are peer 
reviewed, and our goal is to typically review material 
within a month of submission and to publish articles 
accepted for publication more rapidly than most jour-
nals. The length of submissions can vary from research 
notes of only 2,000-3,000 words to longer pieces of 

around 10,000 words. The JSMS covers the military 
history of the former GDR and the activities of non-
Eastern European powers when they pertain to an 
Eastern European setting or are part of a comparative 
study. The JSMS reaches a wide audience of both aca-
demics and other specialists in Western and Eastern 
Europe, as well as in North America. Material can be 
submitted to the Dr. Hill or any other member of the 
Editorial Board. Its updated membership and other 
information will soon be available at the url below. 
Contact: Dr. Alexander Hill, Assistant Editor, Journal 
of Slavic Military Studies, Department of History, Uni-
versity of Calgary. E-mail: hilla@ucalgary.ca. Website: 
www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/13518046.asp

Spacesofidentity has a new home. The multidisci-
plinary web-journal dedicated to issues of tradition, 
cultural boundaries, and identity formation in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe is now housed at York Uni-
versity’s Canadian Centre for German and European 
Studies. It has also been given a “facelift.” Check out 
the latest issue (and the new look) at www.spaceso-
fidentity.net or, alternatively, at http://www.yorku.
ca/soi. As always, they welcome readers’ reactions and 
comments: editors@spacesofidentity.net.

The Czechoslovak History Conference has changed its 
name to the Czechoslovak Studies Association. Since 
1974, the CSA has united over a hundred scholars, 
both in the US and abroad, who share an interest in 
the history and culture of Czechoslovakia, its prede-
cessor and successor states, and all its peoples, within 
and without its historical boundaries. For more infor-
mation, see CSA’s website at www.czechoslovakhis-
tory.org.
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