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Agricultural Outlook in Minnesota for 1930 
This report represents, in the main, conclusions of the United States 

Bureau of Agricultural Economics, assisted by representatives of the 
state agricultural colleges as to probable tendencies in agriculture and 
some suggestions as to ways in which Minnesota farmers may better 
adapt production to probable demands. 

GENERAL SITUATION 
The low level of business activity in Eastern cities during late 1929 

and early 1930 has resulted in a lessened demand for butter and some 
other products. 

The general expectation is that business activity will revive during 
the latter half of 1930. In 1930, farmers will do well to plan their 
business on a conservative basis with attention centered on economy 
of production. Hogs and flax appear to be in the most favorable posi
tion of any of our leading products. Prices of beef cattle are expected 
to continue on a favorable basis during 1930 but the long time price 
trend seems to be toward the bottom of the cycle for the next five to 
eight years. 

Sheep likewise seem to have passed the peak of the cycle and lower 
prices for lambs and wool may be anticipated during the next few 
years than have prevailed during the past few years. 

Dairy product prices may be expected to improve with the revival 
of business activity during the latter part of 1930, if not before, but 
the increased number of dairy heifers is a threatening feature of the 
situation. 

The chief change in the crop outlook is the intended increase in 
potato acreage of six per cent. This with an average yield per acre 
would result in decidedly low prices for Minnesota surplus sections. 

There seems to be an opportunity to expand flax acreage where it 
can be put on clean land but prices as high as in the fall of 1929 can 
hardly be expected. 

Wages of farm labor are likely to be lower than during most of the 
recent years. 

The price of lumber and other building supplies has decreased some
what during the past year. This with the anticipated lower wage level 
indicates that it will be an excellent time for farmers who are in favor
able financial position to make needed repairs to buildings. 

The tendency toward larger machinery suggests that there is likely 
to be a long time general tendency toward more acres per farm and an 
increased tendency for the production of the various commodities to 
center in the regions best adapted to the specific commodity. 
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LIVESTOCK 
DAIRY 

Dairymen face some readjustment. The winter tumble in butter 
prices seems to have been largely due to a decline in demand rather 
than to any marked increase in butter production. The total produc
tion for 1929 was only slightly in excess of that for 1928 but consump
tion was reduced and on Septern.ber l, storage supplies reached the 
record figure of 169,000,000 pounds. By January l, 1930, these stocks 
had been reduced to 82,000,000 pounds, which was 38,000,000 pounds 
above the corresponding elate for the previous year. 

There is- a general expectation that business conditions will be better 
during the latter half of 1930. It is expected that clue to large losses 
on 1929 butter, storage operators will follow a conservative storage 
policy in 1930. If business conditions should show decided improve
ment during the summer and if in the fall oi 1930 storage accumula
tions are light, the stage would be set for reasonably satisfactory butter 
prices during the winter of 1930-31 unless production should be ma
terially increased. Summer production will be influenced by pasture 
conditions. 

The January I, 1930 livestock report shows that the number of milk 
cows and heifers, two years old and over, were nearly three per cent 
above the figure for the preceding year, but the heifers one to two years 
old increased nearly six per cent during the year. Probably there has 
been an even larger increase in the heifer calves raised during 1930. 
The increase in dairy cattle for Minnesota was similar to that of the 
nation. 

The present low price of butter and the increasing numbers of dairy 
cattle suggest that the prudent dairymen ought to cull out low producing· 
cows. This policy is favored by reasonably satisfactory prices for cull 
cows for beef purposes. Those who are raising heifers with a view to 
selling dairy cows are likely to find that calves raised in 1929 and 1930 
when ready to sell as cows will bring decidedly lower prices than have 
prevailed during the first ten months of 1929. This suggests that a 
larger per cent of the calf crop should be vealed. Only the most de
sirable heifer calves should be raised. 

More attention than ever before should be paid to planning an ample 
future supply of pasture and of good alfalfa and clover hay so that 
one will be in position to make a maximum me of these cheap feeds. 
Low clover and alfalfa seed prices favor this procedure. 

BEEF CATTLE 

The outlook for beef cattle prices in 1930 is favorable but it appears 
possible that the peak of the high price phase of the cycle has already 
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been passed. This is suggested by the fact that on January l, 1930, 
all cattle in the United States had increased to 57,000,000 compared to 
the low point of the cycle in 1928 of 55,700,000. The increase in 1929 
was nearly three per cent. In 1929 the average value per head declined 
from $59.15 to $57.28 or about $2.oo. 

It is probable that the increase in numbers that is occurring at pres
ent will not remit in materially larger market receipts before 1932, 
altho there may be some increased marketing of dairy cattle for beef 
purposes. 

Conditions on large farms in southern and western Minnesota are 
favorable for eco11omical beef production as a long time .proposition. 
An increasing acreage of alfalfa and sweet clover favor beef production. 
However, at present new herds should be established very cautiously 
as prices of breeding stock arc high and prices of beef cattle are likely 
to be lower during most of the next five to seven years. 

It is probable that market conditions during the next few years will 
be even more favon:,ble than in the past few years to baby beef pro
ducers. Animals that are sold as two year olds will likely find a lower 
general cattle market than they wonld have found had they been on the 
market a year earlier. 

Cattle feeders will probably find it harder to make money during 
most of the next five years because during the clown swing of the cattle 
cycle it is more difficult to secure a satisfactory spread between feeder 
and fat cattle prices than when the cycle is in the up-swing phase. 

HOGS 

Hog producers may contemplate 1930 prospects with optnmsm as 
the number of hogs on January l, 1930 was only 52,600,000 or 92.5 
per cent of the number a year previous. In Minnesota the decline was 
only one per cent. 

The United States Bureau of Agricultural Economics concludes 
after a review of all the data: "Marketing from the corn belt states in 
the twelve months beginning with October 1929 will be about 2,000,000 
head smaller than during the preceding twelve months, market supplies 
from outside the corn belt will be considerably smaller, and inspected 
slaughter for the present marketing year will be between 46,000,000 and 
47,000,000 compared with close to 49,000,000 head in 1928-29 and over 
47,000,000 head in 1927-28." Preliminary reports to the Department 
indicate that intentions are to raise about the same number of pigs in 
the spring of 1930 as in 1929. 

Minnesota farmers are well equipped to profit by the national short
age of hogs as in southern Minnesota, farm supplies of corn, barley 
and oats are liberal as compared to most other sections of the nation. 
It will be worth while to carry over a generous supply of corn and 
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barlf'y for summer feeding so that March and early April pigs may be 
crowded for the usual good markets in September and early October. 
It will pay to give more than usual attention to good sanitation practices 
and to providing good pastures. 

Unfavorable factors are the present poor city business conditions in 
Eastern cities and a probable decrease in export demand because of an 
anticipated increase in foreign supplies by the fall of 1930, but these 
factors are of much less significance than the decreased supply of hogs 
in the United States. 

SHEEP 

"Sheep numbers in the United States continued to increase during 
i929 but the increase of l,400,ooo was the smallest in the last four 
years." The total number of sheep and lambs on January l was 
48,900,000 compared to 47,500,000 the previous year and slightly over 
36,000,000 at the low point in 1922. Since 1922 the number in Min
nesota has increased from 467,000 to 805,000, an increase of 72 per 
cent. These facts suggest lower prices for both lambs and wool during 
the, next three to five years than have prevailed during recent years. 
World production of wool in 1930 will probably not be greatly different 
from the high levels attained in the last two years. Demand conditions 
are unfavorable due to the low level of business activity. It is expected 
that demand conditions will improve in the last half of 1930 and will 
more favorably affect the marketing of the 1931 clip than that of 1930. 

Conditions in the Reel River Valley and in some other sections of 
Minnesota are favorable to profits on a farm flock of sheep over a 
period of years. Increasing supplies of alfalfa hay and sweet clover 
pasture have made production conditions more favorable than formerly. 
However, the price outlook indicates that those who are not already in 
the business should not establish flocks with the expectation that prices 
of recent years will be maintained. Those who have good farm flocks 
should consider culling their present flocks rigorously rather than to 
expand numbers further. 

HORSES AND MULES 

Horses and mules on farms in the United States have declined 
steadily from a total of over 25,000,000 in 1920 to 19,000.000 on 
January l, 1930 or 24 per cent. The decrease in Minnesota was 17 
per cent. The national decrease in I<)29 was 3.3 per cent for horses 
and I.3 per cent for mules but prices did n'.it materially increase during 
the year. Apparently the increasing use of gasoline-pulled machinery 
in agriculture decreased the need for horses sufficiently to prevent any 
marked price advance. 
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The United States Bureau of Agricultural Economics reports: "In
creased interest in horse breeding has been observed in some parts of 
the country but the number of colts on farms continues to decline at 
about the same rate as the number of older work stock. Information 
from 300,000 farms indicates that the number of colts raised in 1929 
was smaller than the number raised in 1928." Their report concludes 
that even with a maximum increase in breeding, the number by 1940 
would not exceed 14 or l 5 million. Changes are occurring so rapidly 
that it is difficult to forecast the future but it seems wise for farmers 
in the feed surplus sections of Minnesota to raise at least sufficient colts 
for their own replacements. 

POULTRY 

The number of chickens in the United States is reported to be five 
per cent greater than a year previous. This suggests a larger egg pro
duction than in the summer of 1929 but storage operators made good 
profits on the 1929 pack so should be free buyers during the spring 
packing season. The low level of chicken prices during the fall of 
1929 seems to have been due to a ten per cent increase in chickens 
raised and the decline in business conditions during the latter part of 
1929. The high price of eggs during the winter of 1929-1930 is likely 
to encourage liberal spring hatchings in spite of the low prices received 
for chickens during the early winter. This will apply particularly to 
the commercial egg sections of the Pacific coast and the Atlantic states. 

As feed supplies are liberal in most sections of Minnesota, it would 
seem wise for most farmers to maintain the farm flocks at the usual size. 

CROPS 

CORN 

Corn is the most important Minnesota crop in total value and in 
1929 occupied a slightly larger acreage than oats, the next most im
portant crop from the standpoint of area. Present indications are that 
the corn acreage of the United States will be increased about two per 
cent in 1930. \iVith an average yield per acre, this would give a five 
per cent larger crop than in 1929. The natural result would be a 
somewhat lower level of prices. However, in the sections that are 
well suited to corn, it is usually wise to plant as large an acreage as 
can be well handled with available labor. There seems to be no reason 
why 1930 should be an exception to this rule. Both experiments and 
the experiences of farmers have emphasized the value of making the 
crop more safe by growing early maturing varieties. The later vari
eties give more wagon boxes of corn at picking time, but it is seldom 
that the actual dry matter in the corn is greater than with the early 
varieties. In numerous localities m southern Minnesota, the use of 
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phosphate fertilizers has been found to be a profitable method of in
creasing yields and hastening maturity. There is room for an increased 
use of phosphate, as fast as trials point out the response that may be 
expected under local conditions. 

OATS 
In spite of the relatively low price that has been brought about by 

the gasoline age, oats continue to be the leading small grain crop in 
Minnesota. There seems to be no reason to expect a better demand 
in the future but a reasonable acreage is justified as a feed crop. 

BARLEY 

There has been a rapid ·expansion of Minnesota barley acreage in 
recent years. In 1929 the state acreage was 2,200,000 compared to 
l,100,000 acres in 1925 or a mo per cent increase in five years. Barley 
is likely tQI give more pounds of feed to the acre than oats on heavy 
soils that are in a good state of fertility. There may still be an oppor
tunity on some farms to profitably increase the barley acreage at the 
expense of oats. 

WHEAT 

The acreage of winter wheat seeded in the United States in the 
fall of 1929 was the largest since 1922 and is two per cent larger than 
the acreage seeded in 1928. It went into winter in good condition. 
Low cost of production methods with combines and other improved 
machinery in: the plains states and in the prairie provinces of Canada, 
indicate that farmers who raise wheat as part of a crop and livestock 
system in general farming sections, are likely to have increased compe
tition during the next few years. 

However, a high condition of the winter wheat crop when it goes 
into winter does not assure a high yield and the carry-over in North 
America on July l is likely to be somewhat less than, on July l a year 
previous. At present there seems to be no cash small grain crop that 
offers a better return than the usual wheat acreage in sections adapted 
to the crop except for occasional pieces of clean ground that may be 
suited to flax. The introduction of Marquillo wheat seems likely to 
lessen the danger and loss from rust as this variety becomes generally 
introduced. 

FLAX 

Prospects are favorable for good prices for flax and an increase in 
flax acreage is warranted where land is available that may be expected 
to grow a good crop. The United States during the past two years has 
used about 43,500,000 bushels of flax. Due to dry weather the 1929 

crop was only 16,838,000 bushels in spite of a larger acreage than in 
1924, when a crop of over 28,000,000 bushels was raised. The high 
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prices for the 1929 crop were due to a short crop both in the United 
States an.cl in the. Argentine. It is hardly probable that flax prices 
will fie at the· high levels of the fall of 1929 when the 1930 crop is 
threshed, but price prospects are more favorable than for other cash 
crops. There may be opportunity to increase flax acreage by seeding 
a limited aheage on clean corn ground. It is particularly important to 
seed such flax early. 

POTATOES 

"Preliminary reports on acreage which United States growers intend 
to plant in 1930 indicate a total potato area of 3,570,000. This is nearly 
six per cent more acres than were harvested in 1929. If the intended 
acreage for 1930 is planted and a yield in line with the trend in recent 
years is secnred, the total production in the United States would be 
about 421,000,000 bushels." This is about the quantity produced in 
1924 when the December l farm price in Minnesota was 27 cents per 
bushel. 

This suggests that there is clanger of an unsatisfactory potato year. 
If seed is worth $r.25 per bushel and twelve bushels are used, the acre 
cost of seed will be $15.00 or 15 cents per bushel of potatoes harvested 
upon the basis of a mo bushel crop. This would be a heavy charge 
against a low priced crop. An increased acreage will tend to cause 
losses for all concerned. Large growers may find some reduction in 
acreage a prudent measure, especially where a reduction in acreage will 
enable them to curtail hired labor bills. 

HAY AND PASTURE 

Narrow profit margins in agriculture suggest that the cost of operat
ing the whole farm may be reduced by having a larger acreage in 
pasture. The pasture acreage should be planned on the basis of a dry 
season as it is more economical to have a little pasture go to waste in a 
favorable season than to have. a shortage in a dry year. Sweet clover 
has demonstrated its superiority as a pasture crop in the high lime 
sections of Central and Western Minnesota. A liberal acreage of sweet 
clover is also of great assistance in controlling weeds. 

A liberal supply of alfalfa or clover hay is a big factor in the eco
nomical handling of cattle and sheep. As is the case with pasture, it is 
better to have a surplus in a wet year than to run the risk of shortage 
in a dry year. As previously mentioned. liberal seeding of alfalfa and 
clover is favored by low seed prices. 
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