
AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE· UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
')...--

November 26, 1971 
-~s 

Community Meals Planned During Holiday Time: 50 sec. 

Miss a meeting and you 1 re in charge of the food committee 

at the next gathering! Well, if you do find yourself planning a 

community meal or church supper, it can be quite a responsibility. 

Louise Mullan, in food service management at the University 

of Minnesota, says it's important to keep track of food costs. In 

this time of tight money and increasing costs, planning is 

significant. It can be the difference between making and losing 

money. 

Determine the number of people to be served. Remember 

that the number may change or people may take seconds. For 

this reason, plan the size and number of servings. A half cup 

serving of mashed potatoes and four ounces of meat will be a 

good beginning. Use standardized recipes and keep track of 

actual costs for the budget. 

* ~' * * 
Gookin' Isn't Home Much Anymore Time: 20 sec. 

The day will soon come when people will long for a home 

cooked meal. Already Americans eat about 30 percent of their 

meals away from home. In the next five years, the number is 

expected to go as high as 75 percent, according to Louise Mullan 

in food service management at the University of Minnesota. 

more ... 
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Freshness Doesn't Last ..• In Trees Time: 50 sec. 

If your Christmas tree doesn't already have it. .. it won't 

get any fresher. Your major concern in buying a lot tree is to 

get a fresh one, says Bill Miles, extension forester at the 

University of Minnesota. 

Most trees have been sprayed with a non-toxic green color. 

However, fragrant odor maybe an indication of freshness. Feel 

the cut end of the stump, too. It should be sappy moist or sticky. 

Bend a needle to determine freshness. Needles should be 

resilient. Tap the tree lightly on the ground. Fresh needles are 

less brittle and few will drop from the tree. 

If you're having difficulty with the test, just buy a pine. 

They will retain their needles better than spruce and balsam fir. 

Spruce is probably the biggest shedding culprit. 

Imprinting Family Greeting Cards Time: 45 sec. 

It's that personal touch you want. .• when imprinting or 

handwriting Christmas and Hanukkah cards. If you 1 re elbow deep 

in cards and in a quandary over formality, here are a few ideas 

from Edna Jordahl, extension home management specialist. 

Either Jane and John or John and Jane Brown is acceptable. 

It's not a question of liberation or dominance. If you want, sign 

The Browns. (That will solve the problem. ) To form the plural of 

your name, add "s" or "es" ... but don't u~e an apostrophe "s." 

Course you can simply add "Family" ... such as The Brown Family. 

Children are always listed according to age, regardless of whether 

they're boys or girls . .. John, Jane, Jimmy and Sally. 

By now you've decided the most important rule is good 

in,tentions. It's the friendship that really counts! 

* * * * 
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