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DISPOSAL OF FIELD STONES 

Stones, large and small, are commonly 
regarded as liabilities. They may, how
ever, become assets. Land to be tilled 
must, of course, be freed of them. We 
have tWo problems: (1) Removal, and 
(2) Disposal. In removal work, we make 
two grades : those of such size and weight 
that one or two men may readily load 
them into a wagon; and those larger. 
Nothing better than the low hung, well 
built wagon has yet been devised for re
moval of the smaller grade. The so
called stone boat is secondary in value 
for it is hard on horses, though easier 
on men. T rue, it makes possible the re
moval of larger rocks ; but for perma
nent disposal, it would be better to first 
crack these up. As a rule the two-man 
size limit should hold. For these larger 
rocks or field stones, the simplest plan is 
to get them out and on top of the ground, 
perhaps with dynamite, and then crack 
them up with it before removal. The 
whole procedure in abstraction of field 
stones from farm land is given in Minne-

sota Bulletin No. 250, "Stoning Farm 
Lands." 

The old practice in disposal of field 
stone was to build a pile on the edge of 
the field. This practice is now obsolete. 
It merely shifted the problem; it did not 
solve it. The stones were merely con-
centrated instead of distributed. The 
farmer still had them on his hands. The 
stone pile MUST go. It is unsightly and 
reduces land valuation; it obstructs till
age; it gathers weeds. Disposal again, 
is done in two ways: either the stones 
are used or they are put permanently out 
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of the way in well managed properties. 
Consider the latter matter first. Almost 
any farm, especially in the north cow1try, 
has a ravine or depression where the 
stones can be dropped and later covered 
with soil, even with the surface. These 
depressions are, in effect, open stone 
graves, and once filled and soiled over, 
being well underdrained, they actually 
add to the crop area of the farm. It has 
been suggested that excavations be made 
to provide a place for stone burial. Ow
ing to labor cost, such practice should be 
considered only as a last resort. 

There are, of course, many places 
where stones can be put to use. The 
presence of "enough stone for building 
purposes" was formerly a potent argu
ment in the selling of land, for stone 
was once primary foundation material. 
It seemed, with the coming of cement into 
common use their value in building was 
passed, but the contrary is true. Their 
service has expanded. Once the forms 
are set up, anybody can build a wall by 

pouring the mortar and dropping the 
stones, well cleaned, into it. Practically 
as large a quantity of rocks are used up 
as under the old stone and mortar 
method, with greater ease and less cost. 
Excellent walls are the result. The use 
of stone in wall construction goes even 
farther at this time as the use of crushed 
rock in cement mixtures increases. The 
very rapid expansion of hard surfaced 
highways has created new markets for 
such material. This potential market is, 
of course, useless to the farmer unless, 
or until, his field stones have been 

"processed" by crushing. The old stone 
fences of New England are providing 
highway materials and serving the public 
in a new way. Portable crushers are now 
on the market, of such size as may be 
operated by farm-size tractors, and a 
good job results. One at the Duluth sta
tion produces 6 tons of material, or 4~ 
cubic yards per hour, worth, on the 
Duluth retail market, $2.32 per yard. It 
is operated with a 10-20 tractor and three 
men. If there be no commercial outlet for 
the crushed stone, it may well be used 
about the farm itself in surfacing roa<ls, 
and the miscellaneous jobs about the place 
that show up annually. Stones have some 
value in landscaping projects such as dry 
stone walls, rock gardens and retaining 
walls. For underground drainage work 
on tight soils, stones are valuable in mak
ing field inlets to carry surface waler 
down to the tile. 

WHEN to stone land is fully as im
portant as HOW to do it. The location 
of the land, the type of farming, whether 
extensive or intensive, and the value of 
the crops usually grown will guide the 
operator. T he point where marginal 
stony soil begins is a variable one. One 
would be more justified in doing a heavy 
stoning job on truck land near a city 
than a light one on grain land two hun
dred miles from market. If land is to 
be stoned for tilled crops the job must 
be a thorough one if done at all. If the 
farmer feels the land carries too much 
stone that cannot be economically re
moved for grain and tilled crops, a par
tial stoning job may fit it for a very satis
factory permanent meadow; and with no 
stoning at all, he may build up a worth
while pasture. In either case, over
grazing must not occur and some fer
tilization of the grass crop must be pro
vided. Stoning land is hard work in any 
case. Often a little forethought would 
avert a lot of it and give the farmer as 
good a return from his land. Manage
ment of stony land involves not only the 
mechanics of stone removal but includes 
as well a knowledge of superior practices 
in growing grass crops and building a 
sod over undisturbed stone deposits. 
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