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Veal is characterized by its very light color and white fat. This 
light colored meat is obtained by raising calves from birth to market 
weight (325 to 375 lb) on only milk or milk replacer diets. As a result, 
special care is needed in feeding and managing veal calves. The rapid rates 
of gain needed in veal production to produce the desired meat and to make 
operations economically feasible result in calves being very susceptible to 
diseases and other stresses. Therefore, an excellent husbandry program in 
all phases of management is needed for veal production. The following 
sections should be given careful consideration before venturing into this 
specialized enterprise. 

Calf Selection 

The large framed, big stocky calves weighing 100 to 105 lb are the most 
desirable for veal production. Holstein bull calves or Holstein bull calf 
crosses are the first choice because of their fast rates of gain. Angus, 
Hereford or other British crosses may be acceptable but rate of gain is not 
as fast nor are they as efficient as Holsteins. Heifers tend to have darker 
colored meat and generally don't gain as well as bull calves. 

Starting groups or batches of calves is recommended over feeding individ
ual calves of all ages. Obtaining calves of uniform age and size in large 
numbers may be difficult, especially calves which are known to have received 
colostrum during the first 24 hours after birth. Buyers or salesbarns, 
rather than individual dairymen would be the best sources for purchasing 
large numbers of calves. Working with a buyer who is reliable and has good 
sources for obtaining colostrum fed calves is advantageous. Also, an exper
ienced person with a keen eye for selection of week-old (bob) calves that 
will do best in a veal program will be helpful. 

Calf Health 

Assembling of week-old calves from several locations results in a high 
risk situation for disease outbreaks. A close relationship with a veterin
arian or service person from a feed company specializing in veal production 
is needed to establish health programs for new calves. These persons also 
will be helpful in monitoring the health of older calves and in the diagnosis 
and treatment of specific diseases. 
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All the bacterial and viral diseases of calves are possible when calves 
are first grouped together. However, once these animals a~e healthy, the 
reintroduction of diseases into these animals can be minimized by not bring
ing new animals into this group. This is especially important for older 
animals, as they will be under the most stress from being anemic and the 
most susceptible to diseases. 

/ 

Calves raised for veal should not be mixed with heifers intended for 
herd replacements. Experience has shown that catastropic losses to both 
enterprises are all too common. 

Feeding Program 

One of three basic feeding methods is recommended: 1) have calves nurse 
the cow, 2) bucket or automated feeding of whole milk, or 3) feeding of 
specially formulated veal milk replacers. The goals of all 3 methods are a 
gain of over 2 lb/day/calf and a marketable weight by 13 to 15 weeks of age. 
To be economically feasible, a feed efficiency of 1.6 to 1.8 lb of milk re
placer per 1 lb of gain is needed. Health and management conditions are ex
tremely important factors affecting feed efficiency and the profit or loss 
in veal production. 

Regular milk replacers used for raising replacement animals are not 
acceptable for raising veal. Generally, two types of milk replacers are 
used in feeding veal. A starter, higher in protein than fat, is usually fed 
for the first 6 to 8 weeks followed by a finisher, equal to or slightly high
er in fat than protein, until marketing. Antibiotics and other drugs are 
commonly added to replacers and/or used directly in the treatment of health 
problems. The withdrawal of drugs according to the manufacturers' recommen
dations prior to marketing is necessary to prevent residues at slaughter. 

The ability to feed all the milk or milk replacer the calf will consume 
without causing scours or other digestive disturbances challenges even the 
best of calf feeders. Strict attention has to be given to regular feeding 
intervals and cleaning and sanitizing of feeding equipment. Close observation 
is needed for early detection of digestive, respiratory or other problems 
which can occur. 

Housing and Facilities 
I , 

A quality environment that can be)Properly controlled is absolutely 
essential to avoid health problems in veal calves. A warm environment in 
a well insulated and ventilated building lis preferred. Housing temperatures 
are normally maintained between 50 and 65 degrees. Supplemental heat will 
be necessary during the winter months. The basic ventilation system should 
provide for a dry, draft free environment. 

Individual elevated wooden crates are best for calves. Calves with 
access to metal, bedding or other feedstuffs containing iron will likely 
become red meat animals and be discounted heavily at marketing, substantially 
reducing or eliminating profits. The water used for milk replacers or 
supplied to calves for drinking should also be checked for iron and other 
contaminants such as nitrates. Slotted floors or crates allow for the 
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dropping of urine and feces. As with any livestock operation, the removal 
and handling of manure must be considered. The interior of the building 
and crates should be capable of being steam cleaned and disinfected. Facil
ities should remain vacant for 1 to 2 weeks between groups of calves. 

Marketing and Economics 

The final determinant to any product is the demand for and availibility 
of markets. The largest demand for veal is by ethnic groups and the hotel
restaurant trade in the Northeastern part of the U.S. There are only 3 
processing plants in the upper Midwest area (Dubuque, IA, Chippewa Falls, WI, 
and Green Bay, WI). The demand from these 3 processors will largely determine 
the market price for veal in this area. Market prices are determined by 
color of meat, carcass quality, conformation and finish. As demands lessen, 
the buyers' selection for prime fancy veal becomes even keener. 

The following budget gives a general outline as to items influencing 
loss and profit margins in veal production. Actual cost and profits or 
losses will vary greatly between individual operations. Health and manage
ment of animals are important factors affecting feed efficiency which in 
turn directly affects the profit or loss in veal raising. A decline in feed 
efficiency from 1.7 to 2.0 lb of milk replacer per lb of calf gain changes 
the margin per calf from +$15.50 to -$15.50. In the sample below, labor 
costs have not been included in the budget. 

Budget for Raising Fancy Veal 

Cost of calf 

Feed cost 
Milk replacer 

Other Expenses 
Death losses - 8% 

Medication 

Utilities 

Transportation 

Building & 
Equipment 

Interest - 18% 

Sub Total 

Total Calf Cost 

$ 110. 00 

425 lb @$.48/lb $ 204.00 

$12.00 

$ 8.00 

$10.00 ($25.00 or higher in winter) -"'------

$ 5.00 

$30.00 (widely variable) 
-~---

$ 8.00 

Market Price of Calf 350 lb @$1.15 lb 

$ 73.00 

$ 387.00 

$ 402.50 

$ 15.50 Margin per Calf 
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Information Sources on Veal Raising 

The following Midwest companies are manufacturing milk replacers for 
veal and have personnel giving technical assistance to veal producers. 

American Food and Livestock Milk Specialties - Dundee, IL 
Carpentersville, IL Provimi - Watertown, WI 

Doboy Feeds - New Richmond, WI Starks Veal - Hampshire, IL 
Land O'Lakes - Fort Dodge, IA 

University of Massachusetts publication No. 106, entitled "Raising Veal 
Calves" contains 60 pages of helpful information on all management aspects 
of raising veal. Printed in 1975, the economic and marketing information 
are out-of-date. This bulletin is available by sending $1.50 to: The Bulletin 
Center, Cottage A, Thatcher Way, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA, 
01003. 

Summary 

I. Facilities 
A. Be sure 11 air intakes" and 11 fan size" permit an even air flow 

with minimum drafts. Supplemental heat will be required during 
the cold months. 

B. Use elevated wooden crates with slotted floors and no bedding. 
Calves licking iron pipes, eating bedding materials or drinking 
water high in iron may become red meat animals. 

C. It is advisable to use plastic feeding pails that are seamless
avoids iron contamination and are easier to clean thoroughly. 

D. Allow a 1 to 2 week idle period after each batch of calves. 
Thoroughly clean, disinfect and air-out the building immediately 
after each batch of calves is marketed. 

II. Selection 
A. Start batches of calves of similar age. Avoid housing of animals 

of different ages in the same facility. 
B. Select only large, healthy bull calves. 

III. Feeding and Management 
A. Be consistent with the feeding program you choose. 
B. Observe each calf frequently and carefully each day. Treat 

early. Isolate those obviously sick. Expect high drug and/or 
veterinary costs. 

C. Most companies selling milk replacers for veal have personnel 
to provide technical assistance. Further, they may assist you 
in marketing your calves. Talk to them before investing time 
and money in this risky enterprise. 

IV. Profitability 
A. Choose calves that will have a good feed conversion ratio; i.e., 

a large, blocky and healthy bull calf. 
B. Profit is usually derived not from efficient feeding or low over

head, but rather from the demand for the product. This means you 
should be reasonably sure of your market before purchasing calves. 

C. Mortality of 10 or 20% frequently wipes out all profits. Keeping 
facilities full and marketing nearly every animal purchased is 
a must, not just a goal. 


	00000001
	00000002
	00000003
	00000004
	Blank Page

