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T HE FARM HOUSING SURVEY 

The recent farm-housing survey made 
by the U. S. Department of Agriculture 
in 3s2 counties in 46 states as a CW A 
project has brought forth many interest
ing facts in relation to farmhouses. "Of 
the six and one-quarter million farm
houses in the country about so per cent 
are in fair ly good structural condition," 
says the report. "About IS per cent need 
the replacement of foundations; between 
rs and 20 per cent need new roofs ; IO to 
rs per cent need new floors; and about 
ro per cent need repairs or the replace
ment of exterior walls. The number of 
new houses needed is about one million. 
The average cost of new homes is esti
mated at about $2soo." 

Eight counties were surveyed in Minne
sota. They are Blue Earth, Itasca, 
Meeker, Morrison, Murray, Polk, Stevens, 
and Winona. 

The fa rm-housing survey was planned 
in Washington. It covered a ro per cent 
sample as regards the number of houses 
visited by the women in each locality. 
The man who made the quantity estimate 
visited one out of ten of the houses sur
veyed thus making a r per cent sample. 
On these figures, an estimate has been 
made for the entire country, wl1ich is, of 
course, only approximately correct. 

Purpose of the Survey 

The immediate purpose of the farm
housing survey was to furnish employ
ment, especially for women. In addition, 
as an educational purpose, it aimed to 
create an appreciation of the need of 
keeping property repaired if possible and 
of replacing worn out buildings when re
pairs and remodeling are not practicable. 

Plans of farmhouses suitable for the 
various sections of the country were also 
prepared. Remodeling plans and infor
mation as well as cost data were secured 
to help in the rebuilding and remodeling 
work. Equipment plans and costs were 
assembled to help in the improvement of 
houses that were not furnishing adequate 
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housing conditions. A rural electrifica
tion survey was made in a few localities, 
as the introduction of electricity into the 
house is one of the improvements that 
can be installed in houses already con
structed. In all the survey work the 
figures showed an amazing need of simple 
improvements, such as drains for kitchen 
sinks which require labor and not very 
expensive supplies or fittings. Much of 
this work could be done by local labor. 

Government Will Aid Financing 

Congress has passed a bill to aid in 
financing home repairs and rebuilding. 
The president has chosen James A. Mof
fett to take charge of the organization 
which will be set up to carry out the pur
poses of the National Housing Act. This 
wi ll be a big task. It is considered the 
"leading recovery measure." If building 
and repairing get under way, employment 
conditions will be improved. Many skill
ed workmen, such as masons, plasterers, 
carpenters. painters, plumbers, and elec
tricians wi ll be kept busy at their trades 
and will be kept from raising their own 
food; they will thus be consumers of the 
farmers' products. If they are busy they 
wi ll be able and willing to pay good prices 
for these products and thus both the build
ers and the farmers wi ll profit financially. 

The government does not intend to make 
direct loans, but will insure the loans of 
banks and building-loan associations, so 
that their loans on a long time low rate 
basis will be protected. The farm busi
ness is really not in a serious condition as 
compared with other businesses, many of 
which are more than so per cent mo1·t
gaged while the mortgage debt of agri
culture is less than 2s per cent of its in
vestment. It is believed that with the 
new insurance of loans plenty of money 
will be made available for investment in 
the homes of America. Thi should be 
one of the safest investments a lender 
could desire. 

P lan W ill Relieve Unemployment 

If the organization and insurance 

progresses as expected, employment for 
more than ha If of those who are now job
less will be provided. Every effort pos
sible will be made to adjust the cost of 
construction, which has been high as com
pared with the income of home owners. 
New methods of construction and new 
materials are being adopted at this time, 
so that the result will be better houses. 
\i\l ith the use of power and labor-saving 
devices to help in the production of ma
terials and equipment, there is more time 
left for raising the standards of housing. 
A kitchen with running water is not too 
complicated for the farmhouse of today 
in America where mechanical abilitv is 
almost universal. Many automobile driv
ers understand heating. lighting, and 
plumbing to the extent that they can op
erate the required equipment in a house 
as well as in an automobile. Septic tanks 
are not complicated as compared with 
farm equipment, and their use should be 
much more common than at present. It 
is necessary that farmer~ should have a 
desire for conveniences and an apprecia
tion of good houses and equipment, if 
they wish to secure well selected items 
and maintain them so that they will give 
satisfactory length of service and thus 
prove to be economical. 

Anyone wishing to improve a farm
house should give some thought to the 
possible changes and arrangements that 
will be necessary in his particular home, 
in order that the investment may result in 
the best use of the money which may be 
made available through the new measure 
which is intended to relieve unemploy
ment. There will be a tremendous loss 
to the state, if unemployment extends over 
a long period. In addition to the lack of 
income to the unemployed workers, there 
is the loss in skill and reliability that 
comes from idleness and discontent. In 
the early history of our state the pioneers 
worked early and late to establish homes. 
They hewed their houses from the forest 
and grubbed the farms from the soil. 
This industry resulted in splendid farm 
settlements throughout the state and a 
constantly growing desire for better 
homes. The building of good homes will 
absorb all kinds of labor and produce bet
ter farmhouses, with plumbing, heatin~ 
and liirhting, ·which are so gre'ltly needed. 
No doubt, those responsible for the Na
tional Housing Act understand that the 
nation has prospered when its people have 
been busy building homes, anrl they arc 
tryin~ to bring about a return of these 
conditions. 
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