
P&A CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
NOVEMBER 27, 2012 
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of 
Minnesota Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes 
represent the view of, nor are they binding on the Senate, the Administration, or the Board of 
Regents.] 
 
Present: Ann Hagen (Chair), Marilyn Becker, Stephanie Bettermann, Jodi Carlson Grebinoski, 
Stacy Doepner-Hove, Cynthia Murdoch, Steven Pearthree. 
 
Regrets: Cathy Schulz. 
 
Guests: Jean Kucera. 
 
1. CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
Ann Hagen said that she attended the Vice President for Equity and Diversity candidate 
interviews, a meeting with the chairs of the other Senate consultative committees to review the 
consultation matrix for administrative policies, and a post-doc association meeting to discuss 
representation in the Senate.  She still had not received a response from Mike Volna regarding 
the 27 pay period questions.  She proposed a meeting between her, Amy Olson as Chair of the 
Civil Service Senate, and the leader of AFSCME following the recent listening session to better 
understand each other’s classifications and challenges, but there has been no response from 
AFSCME.  All senators are encouraged to attend the upcoming Senate Centennial panel in 
December.  Lori Lamb will be at the January PACC meeting, and the February P&A Senate 
meeting will contain a legislative update, a discussion of a tobacco-free Twin Cities campus, and 
a report from the Faculty Affairs Committee (SCFA) P&A members. 
 
2. REVIEW OF ADVOCACY DOCUMENT  
 
Jean Kucera thanked members for their views on the direction and purpose of this document 
following the last PACC meeting.  The document was further revised to take out specific 
numbers and thoughts on future planning.  Members noted that this document should be 
discussed at the annual retreat.  PACC agreed to forward this draft to the P&A Senate for 
discussion in December and action in February. 
 
3. SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES 
 
Benefits and Compensation (B&C) 
Stephanie Bettermann said that the last meeting was devoted to a discussion with Mike Volna 
regarding the 27 pay period issue, but as he was 35 minutes late there was no time for discussion.  
B&C also discussed P&A evaluations and annual reviews, restructuring of the job classes, and 
the advocacy agenda. 
 
Communications 
No report. 
 
Outreach 
Stacy Doepner-Hove stated that the Outreach Subcommittee discussed the vacancy in the chair-
elect position and restructuring of the P&A Senate due to administrative unit changes.  Elections 
will be held in the spring for the new units and requests for additional senators for some units 
will also be entertained.  Outreach is also developing a welcome packet for incoming P&A 



Senate leaders so that this information can be distributed to everyone prior to elections in future 
years. 
 
Professional Development and Recognition (PD&R) 
Jodi Carlson Grebinoski said that PD&R is meeting tomorrow to discuss the Outstanding Unit 
Award (OUA) process.  The last brown bag is being rescheduled due to technical issues.  The 
subcommittee will meet in person in January. 
 
4. DISCUSSION OF CHAIR-ELECT VACANCY AND PROCEDURE 
 
Stacy Doepner-Hove stated that the Outreach Subcommittee discussed the vacancy in the chair-
elect position and would like to propose the following process: announce the vacancy at the 
December P&A Senate meeting and encourage applications by December 21 so that someone 
can be elected in February and serve as vice chair until July 1, 2013.  As a last resort, Ann Hagen 
has agreed to continue as chair for one more year.   
 
5. REVIEW OF MISSION STATEMENT 
 
MOTION: 
 
To approve the following mission statement for the P&A Senate. 
 
To ensure the highest quality of work life for P&A employees at the University of Minnesota 
through advocacy and proactive engagement with University initiatives and governance in order 
to further the University’s mission of teaching, research, and service. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
With no discussion a vote was taken and the motion was approved. 
 

APPROVED 
 
6. APPOINTMENT OF P&A TO SERVE ON THE RESEARCH OPENNESS 
SUBCOMMITTEE 
 
Jason Beddow was forwarded for this position. 
 
7. RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT KALER AND VICE PRESIDENT BROWN 
 
Ann Hagen said that Vice President Brown has asked to meet with her, Cynthia Murdoch, and 
Stacy Doepner-Hove regarding issues expressed at the last PACC meeting.  Kimberly Simon’s 
message will be used to convey that employees cannot continue to do more with less without 
central administration providing real options for change. 
 
8. DISCUSSION OF QUESTIONS FOR PRESIDENT KALER AND VICE PRESIDENT 
STUDHAM 
 
Members presented the following topics for Vice President Studham: 

• Telepresence for Senate committee meetings 
• Technology that actually works 
• Reflections on his plan, priorities, and funding 
• Classroom improvements 
• AHC inclusion in Google Apps 

 



The P&A Senate will be asked to submit questions for President Kaler as PACC just spoke with 
him in October. 
 
9. APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 2 SENATE AGENDA (ATTACHED) 
 
The agenda was approved as presented. 
 
10. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
With no further business, Ann Hagen thanked the members for attending and adjourned the 
meeting. 
 
Becky Hippert 
University Senate 
 


