
P&A CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
AUGUST 17, 2011 
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of 
Minnesota Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes 
represent the view of, nor are they binding on the Senate, the Administration, or the Board of 
Regents.] 
 
Present: Steven Pearthree (Chair), Neil Anderson, Benjamin Clasen, Frank Douma, Scott 
Gilbert, Danny Sussman, Sarah Waldemar. 
 
1. CELEBRATE U DAY 
 
Steven Pearthree noted that for the P&A Senate at Celebrate U Day volunteers have been found.  
A card has been created on the change from CAPA and will be available as a handout. 
 
2. AUGUST 26 RETREAT AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
The agenda was approved with the following changes: 

• Approval of May CAPA minutes will be added 
• Questions for Kathy Brown include: 

o Please share with us what your priorities are as the Vice President of Human 
Resources? 

o What are the top three issues you see facing the P&A group at the U of MN? 
o How can the P&A Senate work together with you to enlighten/educate the Board 

of Regents, President Kaler, and other new senior management officials about the 
value P&A class employees bring to the University?  

o With recent favorable results found in the PULSE survey, what needs to be done 
to maintain these high ratings in employee morale in light of the current changes 
to benefits and minimal compensation increases? 

o As the new Vice President for Human Resources, what are your expectations 
from the P&A Senate? 

• Shorten discussion of Senate meeting etiquette to allocate more time for subcommittee 
reports and recruitment 

 
3. CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
Steven Pearthree stated that the job family process for communications and information 
technology are underway.  He has learned that Amy Phenix, Chief of Staff in the Office of the 
President, has been added to the communication job family executive team. 
 
The CIC group for P&A representing the Big Ten institutions has had recent activity on its 
listserv.  He wrote that CAPA has changed to a P&A Senate and that group was interested in 
hearing more about this change.  The representative to this group is officially the vice chair. 
 
He learned that the Chief Information Office search committee is being formed and he is waiting 
for a response on whether P&A will be asked to serve. 
 
Professor Chris Cramer, FCC Chair, has been invited to attend the October P&A Senate meeting. 
 



He then asked about the continued use of Facebook and whether there is some other way to get 
responses from P&A in a short period.  Danny Sussman said that his subcommittee will be 
reviewing Facebook and outward communication outlets for this year. 
 
4. SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES 
 
Benefits and Compensation 
Benjamin Clasen said that he emailed Nan Wilhelmson and Jackie Singer and is waiting for 
direction from Human Resources. 
 
Communications 
Danny Sussman noted that he will be contacting members regarding the newsletter.  
 
Professional Development and Recognition 
Scott Gilbert has emailed two Associate Deans regarding P&A candidates for the teaching 
awards and will be working to get at least one P&A nominated for each. 
 
5. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
With no further business, Steven Pearthree thanked the members for attending and adjourned the 
meeting. 
 
Becky Hippert 
University Senate 
 


