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Partly due to the abundant natural re
sources of the United States, such as iron, 
copper, wood, water for power and trans
portation, petroleum, clay suitable for 
brick, tile and cement, and partly due to 
the type of education which has helped 
man to think logically as well as to de
velop his skill in making and using tools, 
all of which has resulted in the construc
tion of labor-saving machines utilizing 
both animal and mechanical power, our 
ancestors have in the last one hundred 
years built up a most wonderful type of 
civilization in which man's productive ca
pacity has been very greatly increased 
and his labor lightened, thus making pos
sible fewer hours of labor, a high wage 
scale and an agreeable occupation. To 
continue this civilization at its present 
level means must be found to provide 
man with some kind of a job by which 
he may "work out his own salvation." 
If we are not able to suggest the adjust
ments necessary to continue our present 
day level of society, we must revert to a 
more primitive form of civilization. 

The building of good homes has always 
been an indication of a high type of civili
zation and there is probably no other en
terprise that is so he! pful to those en
gaged in agriculture as that of home 
building. Builders are not only good 
consumers of farm products (for they 
generally have good appetites and are 
willing and able to pay good prices for 
food and clothing), but in their work 
they also consume a great variety of in
dustrial products such as lumber, hard
ware, paint, plumbing, and electrical sup
plies. The materials from which these 
products are manufactured have but little 
value in their raw state. Their cost is 
largely a labor cost and this labor when 
employed also furnishes a market for 
agricultural products. If these two types 
of labor can not find employment, either 
in the preparation of building materials 
or in the construction of buildings, they 
are forced to go back to primitive agri
culture in order to make a living, prob
ably working by hand, but even then they 
help to produce a surplus of farm prod
ucts which results in still lower prices 
and depressed conditions. 

The Importance of Plans 

The pioneer's house with the kitchen at 
one end, the living room in the middle 

Farmhouse Plans 
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and a bed room at the other end was not 
a very complicated building to plan or 
erect. One length of logs was used for 
the side walls and another length for the 
end walls. The location of the front and 
back doors in the middle of the long sides 
and the placing of a few windows did 
not require very accurate measurements 
or very careful planning. On the other 
hand, a farmhouse equipped with light, 
water, and heat requires very careful 
planning if the building is to be econom
ical in cost and satisfactory in appear
ance and use. 

In order that the different fixtures and 
pieces of equipment be properly located 
the methods used by the housewife in 
doing her work and the use to be made of 
each room in the house should be care
fu lly considered. Less space is necessary 
to carry on housework if a kitchen sink, 
laundry tray and refrigerator are used to 
eliminate some of the drudgery. 

Each house should be given individual 
consideration to make it well adapted to 
the particular site and family require
ments. Ample time should be given to 
study details in order that changes need 
not be made after construction has be
gun, as any change may influence some 
other feature. The whole plan should 
be worked out before starting the con
struction. 

P lans A re Available 

In order to secure as much as possible 
for the money there is a tendency to build 
somewhat standardized houses in each 
section of the country. Certain building 
materials may be available in the par
ticular locality and workmen will usually 
build more economically when using ma
terials and types of construction with 
which they are familiar. Plans that are 
very helpful may be secured from farm 
papers, dealers and experiment stations. 
A list of farm building plans may be se
cured upon request from the Mailing 
Room, University Farm, St. P aul, Mirme
sota. There are thirty house plans in the 
list. These plans, though not working 
drawings, have proven very helpful to 
those who wish to build or remodel. 

A bulletin showing eight house plans 
may also be secured upon request. In this 
bulletin will be found helpful information 
concerning problems that the prospective 
home builder must answer correctly if the 
new or the remodeled house is to give 

full satisfaction when completed and oc
cupied. 

Choosing a Location 

The farmhouse is usually located on the 
highest point of the building site. If the 
farmstead is on a highway, the house is 
set back 100 to 150 feet from the farm 
line. A house on the east side of a dirt 
or graveled road should be placed farther 
from the road to avoid dust. 

The ground should slope away from 
the house to give good drainage. The 
drainage from the basement is so im
portant that it is frequently necessary to 
raise the finished ground surface slightly 
above the natural grade by using the 
earth excavated from the basement to 
fill outside the foundation wall. For a 
seven-foot basement a five-foot excava
tion will allow sufficient light in the base
ment. 

The views from the home should be 
kept open toward town, lake, school or 
highway so that such points of interest 
will not be lost. The house may face the 
driveway leading from the public road, as 
a farm house is seldom approached on 
foot from the road. If the front door is 
to be used, it must be as easi ly reached 
from the driveway as is the back door. 

Why Build Well 

It is not easy to give up the use of a 
farmhouse while it is being remodeled. 
The disturbance while stairs and parti
tions are moved and while rooms are be
ing plastered or additional insulation is 
being put in place is annoying. It is 
desirable, therefore, to plan so carefully 
that it will not be necessary to remodel 
for many years. It costs considerable 
to cut through concrete for a grade door, 
hence it is well to make sure that all 
such necessary parts are included in the 
new house which will make it more use
ful and economical. The advantage of a 
full basement is often not appreciated if 
one has been accustomed to the old type 
cellar. The concrete or tile foundation 
with several windows makes the modern 
basement with its heating plant and stor
age and work spaces a very useful part 
of the house. The concrete basement 
floor, especially if there is a drain, makes 
a splendid place for doing laundry work 
and many other jobs that keep the muss, 
odors and dust from the main rooms of 
lhe house. 
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FARMHOUSE PLAN NO. 212 
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Anyone intending to build should v1s1t re
cently built houses and learn as much as possible 
concerning new materials, methods and plans. 
In addition, it is important to make use of local 
sources of information such as the builders and 
the dealers in various structural materials and 
equipment. County agents have plans that are 
suitable for their particular localities. 
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A plan may be turned or it may be reversed. 
Changing a south front to the east is called turn
ing the plan. Reversing means to turn the plan 
over. Plan 212 shown facing south when re
versed to face north will have the kitchen at the 
southeast and the dining room at the northeast. 
Usually reversing a plan makes it necessary to 
do some rearranging. In square houses the 
kitchen is usually kept at the northwest in a 
house facing east, and at the northeast in a house 
facing south or west, while a house facing north 
may have the kitchen at the southeast. 

This 30x30-foot eight-room house may face east, south or west. It is usually built with a hip roof. The 
wash room is for the men and is greatly appreciated at threshing or silo filling time. There is a laundry room in 
the basement. The toilet room just off the downstairs bedroom is very convenient where there are small children 
in the family. There is a tendency to omit the front porch and in its place a vestibule about 4x10 feet in size is 
built which furnishes space for a closet near the front door. 

These cuts may be reproduced for publication. 
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