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FOREWORD 

Moments for reflecting are important in the lives of 4-H members today. In the rap
idly moving society in which we live, where we live at such a furious pace to keep up with 
demands made on us, it is imperative that we structure opportunities for quiet and mean
ingful thinking into our planned programs. With a little effort, we can build into our regu
lar schedule of 4-H activities these ceremonials, vespers, meaningful moments, rituals, 
high times, quiet times (or by whatever name they are identified) which bring attention 
to the HEART- H. 

The materials included in this publication are meant to be a beginning--a beginning 
for you of a collection of ideas in inspirational activities that will give an added dimension 
to your efforts as a 4-H leader. They are not meant to promote a stereotyped form or 
ritual but are designed to encourage you and your 4-H'ers to think seriously and organize 
these thoughts into something that will be most meaningful. 

You should encourage your members to prepare their own inspirational programs, 
adapting them to present concerns. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

The Minnesota 4-H program is indebted to and wishes to thank Arden Peterson, 
recreation spe,cialist, and the 4-H staff of Michigan State University for permission to 
use and adapt material from their publication "Moments For Reflecting" in the prepara
tion of this booklet. 



- 2 -

WHY "MOMENTS FOR REFLECTING" 

Developing a sense of reverence and respect is reason enough for including "Mo
ments For Reflecting" in a program. This, coupled with the need for stimulating serious 
thinking, should encourage us to make such moments an important part of our 4-H Club 
program. Currently important happenings can be made more significant if they are in
cluded in the presentation. 

The opportunities for creative expression are numerous if one uses simple settings, 
natural phenomena, and the host of manmade devices which are available. 

Ceremonies, if used appropriately, help create a climate of dignity and beauty. 
They help develop attitudes which set the stage for programs to follow. 

Poetry, art, and music can be made meaningful through ceremony by imaginative 
people skilled in interpretation. The dramatic style in which they are usually presented 
provides a powerful teaching tool. 

Some reasons for including meaningful moments: 

l. To convey a message or lesson. 

2. To inspire an audience to do some serious thinking. 

3. To make use of simple but effective techniques of demonstration and symbolism. 

4. To create a mood and a proper attitude for the program to follow. 

5. To establish or continue a tradition or ritual at a time set aside for this purpose. 

6. To create desirable attitudes such as group spirit and understanding through sim
ple ill us tr a tions. 

7. To inspire individuals to higher ideals and to seek loftier goals. 

8. To highlight ideals of 4-H Club work, leadership, camping, etc. 

CHOOSING AN APPROPRIATE CEREMONY 

Quality -- There are a few sources of complete ceremonies which you might copy or use. 

The process of developing a ceremony can mean more to those preparing it than the 
actual ceremony itself. The search for relevant and meaningful materials brings one in 
contact with the philosophy and thoughts of great men. The opportunity to place these in 
proper perspective is a good creative exercise. 

You can write your own ceremony and come up with something especially adapted to 
your situation. In a good ceremony presentation, you will find the following qualities: 

1. It shows evidence of good planning with no introductions or announcements. 
Things just seem to happen. 

2. It is built around the interest of the group. 

3. It conveys a simple idea, thought, or message. 

4. It has a central focus or interest that holds attention. Example: fire, lights, 
candles, object, or picture. 

5. It includes music or sound effects to set the mood and carry it through to com
pletion. 
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6. It commands the complete attention of the group. 

7. It has spoken parts which are distinct and clearly expressed with no faltering. 

8. It uses varying volume for music and spoken parts to get the best effect. 

9. It uses tableau, pantomime, or other dramatic techniques. 

10. It moves smoothly from one phase to another without a shifting of props. 

ll. It gives all an opportunity to participate actively somewhere durin~ the pres
entation. 

12. It has an effective climax or high point near the end of the performance. 

13. It is SIMPLE-IMPRESSIVE-INTERESTING. 

PREPARING A CEREMONY 

Generally speaking, you will want to consider the details listed on the Ceremony 
Preparation Worksheet included on page 6 of this booklet. Considerations to be weighed 
in preparing the ceremony might follow the order shown on the outline. We will now con
sider each item of this outline separately. 

Theme -- The thought or idea of current interest around which the ceremony is built. A 
few sample themes are: 

l. The HEART-H 6. Your Neighbor 

2. A Good Citizen 7. Doing My Best 

3. Daring To Try 8. Hands Extended 

4. Man And The Soil 9. Your World 

5. The Prayer Perfect 

The Message To Convey -- The actual purpose of the ceremony is simply stated here with 
a statement telling what the ceremony should do for individual audience members. 

Setting -- If the setting is outdoors, it might be a hillside at sunset or a campfire on the 
lakeshore. If indoors, the group might be seated on the floor facing the fireplace or in 
chairs facing the center of activities. The nature of the occasion will help determine the 
place and kind of atmosphere best suited for the ceremony. 

Center of Focus -- In plain view of everyone, the center of activity should contain some 
symbolic feature or simple object to catch and hold the members' attention. Actions per
formed, such as laying fagots on a fire or fitting together a design on a flannelgraph, 
should be simple and done without flourish. Examples of objects which might be used as 
the center of focus: 

l. Picture 8. Statue 

2. 4-H emblem 9. Small cross 

3. Stones, rocks, or branches 10. Cutouts of figures 

4. Book ll. Flags 

5. Model of an object 12. Ladder 

6. Clump of grass 13. Chain with links 

7. Tree 14. Wheel 
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Examples of other, larger symbols of focus: 

l. Campfire 7. Tree outlined with spot or floodlight 

2. Lighted candles 8. Canoe in water 

3. Tableau 9. Sunset or sunrise 

4. Statue with hands raised to sky 10. Animals in a cage 

5. People standing together 11. Man in dark with small light on face 

6. Statue of Liberty 12. Slides projected on a screen 

Creating the Mood -- In making a transition from fun activities to "Moments for Reflecting," 
one should prepare the group beforehand by shifting their attention to a different setting and 
using some "mood changers" such as the following: 

l. Singing carefully selected songs 

2. Recorded music in the background 

3. Dimmed lights 

4. The lighting of a fire or candles 

5. Walking into a new setting in orderly fashion 

6. Spotlighting a center of focus 

7. The placing of flags and giving of pledges 

8. A vocal number by member or members 

9. A call to worship by an individual or group 

There are many hi-fi records that lend themselves very well to setting the mood. A 
few of these are listed here: 

l. Sounds of Jesse Crawford (Interpretation of "Pops" tunes) - Decca DL4028 

2. The Mickelson Touch (Orchestral arrangement of sacred music) - Word Record 
W3113 

3. Let Freedom Sing (An album of patriotic numbers by Fred Waring) - Capitol 
TA0-1504 

4. Songs of the 4-H Clover (Selected 4-H songs by vocal group) - 4H001 Available 
from National 4-H Service Committee, Inc., 59 East Van Buren Street, Chicago, 
Illinois 60605 

5. In A Monastery Garden (Selected sacred melodfes) -Decca DL8137 

6. At the End of A Perfect Day (Organ interpretation of favorite sacred selections) 
- Decca DL4467 

Dramatic Effects --Swelling the music, turning the lights on or off, lighting candles, 
starting the campfire, firing a flare, floating a boat on a lake, spotlighting an aluminum
foil-covered cross, getting the flag to ripple in the breeze of a fan, uncovering an object 
on a table, building a model, unveiling a picture, building a flannelgraph, projecting slides 
on a screen, and many other simple gestures catch the attention of a group easily. The 
element of surprise can be applied effectively in most ceremonies. Recorded sound effects 
such as bird calls, crickets, and sounds in the night are useful if available. 
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Role playing, tableau building, creating shadow pictures, etc., using as many people 
as needed, help to convey the message and give members a part that can be satisfying to 
them. A single narrator talking while a story is dramatized is a very effective way to com
municate the message. 

One cannot overemphasize the importance of the dramatic in a ceremony's high point 
--every ceremony should have a high point where the greatest impact will be felt by the aud
ience. It usually should occur near the end of the presentation. This high point may last 
for a brief moment or longer. In planning the ceremony, one should be able to predict when 
the "high point" will be reached. It should be followed in most cases by a suitable ending 
of the ceremony. 

Characters -- Those having speaking parts should be carefully selected and rehearsed so 
their contributions are given in normal tones with appropriate expression. Frequent pauses 
and slow reading are recommended for those who are reading poetry and prose. Where 
there is one narrator, his reading should be timed to coincide accurately with action at the 
center of activities. It is recommended wherever possible that the person tell in his own 
words rather than read or memorize the message. 

Those who have parts to be acted out also should rehearse beforehand in order to per
form in an effective manner. Any props such as candles and lights must be in working 
order. Costurnes and makeup help the actor portray a certain role. A very effective cere
mony often utilizes nonspeaking parts for a pantomime, shadow picture, or tableau. 

Narration -- This contains the heart of the message and must be composed to take full ad
vantage of the setting and symbolism depicted in the center of focus. 

Readings from scripture, poetry, portions of great literary works, verses of songs, 
and many other items can be used. The GEMS TO HIGHLIGHT THE HEART-H section of 
this booklet contains numerous examples which fit a variety of themes and help convey a 
message. 

Where the ceremony includes personal statements or testimonials it is well to have 
the speakers write out their parts first, outline them briefly, and then memorize the out
line so their presentations will be given as naturally as possible in their own words. When 
they have only a few lines to recite, the part should be memorized, but they should be care
ful not to sound as if they had memorized the lines. Only as a last resort should members 
read their parts from a paper. Many ceremonies have become stilted and meaningless 
when a person stepped before the group and read a part. Very few people read aloud with
out making it sound like it is being read! 

Background music during a narration can be effective if the music is instrumental, 
not vocal, and is kept at a low level. 

Ending -- A friendship circle, a sounding of taps, reciting a prayer, putting out the fire, 
turning lights on or off, singing the National Anthem or 4-H Song, reciting the pledge, 
closing the curtain, and many other effects are used to end a ceremony. Whatever is used 
depends on the location, setting, and kind of ceremony being presented. The ending should 
be designed to complement the whole program. 
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CEREMONY PREPARATION WORKSHEET 

Theme: 

Message: 

Setting: 

Center of Focus: 

Setting The Mood: 

Dramatic Effects: 

High Point: 

Characters: 

Narration: 

Ending: 
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SOURCES OF HELP 

LIGHT FROM A THOUSAND CAMPFIRES - Edited for the American Camping Association 
by Kenneth B. Webb - Association Press, New 
York, New York 

THOUGHTS AFIELD - Harold E. Kohn - Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan 

FORTY THOUSAND QUOTATIONS- Compiled by Charles Noel Douglas- Halcyon House, 
Garden City, New York 

LIFE WORTH WHILE - Dr. C. B. Smith - National Committee on 4-H, Chicago, Illinois 

DEVOTIONS FOR YOUTH- Clark R. Gilbert- Association Press, New York, New York 

DEVOTIONS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS - William L. Woodall -Association Press, New 
York, New York 

WORSHIP PROGRAMS IN THE FINE ARTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE - Alice A. Bays -
Abingdon-Coke sbury 
Press, New York, 
New York 

THE AMERICAN CITIZENS HANDBOOK -Arranged by Joy Elmer Morgan, Editor, NEA 
JOURNAL, The National Education Association 
of the United States, Washington, D. C. 

FUN WITH SKITS, STUNTS, AND STORIES - Helen and Larry Eisenberg, Association 
Press, New York, New York 

THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA -Bulletin 278, Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute, Blacksburg, Virginia 

HOW TO PLAN INFORMAL WORSHIP - Winnifred Wygal, Association Press, New York, 
New York 

CEREMONIES FOR YOUR USE 

These prepared ceremonies are intended to serve as a guide for groups creating 
original ceremonies for a particular occasion. They are set up to conform with the Cere
mony Preparation Worksheet found on page 6. 

Message: 

Setting: 

4-H CANDLELIGHTING CEREMONY 

Appreciation of God's bounties--community, h01nes, camp, churches, youth 
organizations, etc. 

This ceremony is appropriate for indoors or outdoors. The leader conducts a 
processional of 10 club members to their positions. Each one is assigned a 
number and takes his position. The leader carries a large lighted candle; the 
members carry unlighted candles. Members one and six are each given a 
spoon to put Ot't their candles at the end of the ceremony. 

Center o.f Focus: Adult leader with large lighted candle. 

Setting the Mood: Have members singing and end with the "Friendship Song." 

Dramatic Effects: None. 



High Point: 

Characters: 

Narration: 

Leader: 

Member 1 
(boy): 

Member 6 
(girl): 

Member 2 
(girl): 

Member 7 
(boy): 

Member 3 
(boy): 

Member 8 
(gir 1): 

Member 4 
(girl): 

Member 9 
(boy): 

Member 5 
(boy): 

Member 10 
(girl): 

Leader: 

Ending: 
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When all 10 candles are lit and the leader challenges the members to 
be worthy trustees of God's bounties. 

Adult leader and 10 4-H Club members. 

It was a colonial custom to place a lighted candle in the window to 
guide absent loved ones home. Today let us revive the custom and 
place in the windows of our hearts a candle to guide our own thinking 
in understanding the many bounties God has given us in this world. 
As we review some of these bounties, we shall add 10 candles to 
brighten the beacon and help impress upon our hearts the trust which 
is placed upon us. (Each member steps forward and lights his candle 
from the leader's candle before giving his part in the ceremony. ) 

I light this candle for the community we live in and for the power we 
have of striving together to make it better for all of us. 

I light this candle for the homes of our community, for the homes 
lived in, loved, and for the unafraid affection of mothers and fathers 
for each other and their children. 

I light this candle for this camp, for the counselors, skilled, devoted, 
kindly, and for the free, inner growth that we as children and youth 
find here. 

I light this candle for the open doors of our churches, and the free 
faith of all who may stand with an uplifting song in their hearts. 

I light this candle for our 4-H Clubs, other youth and farm organiza
tions, and for their service to our community and for the general wel
fare of all. 

I light this candle for the good and holy earth, and for the working 
hands of free men and free women who sow, cultivate, and reap the 
harvest we enjoy. 

I light this candle for long rows of freely chosen books, old and new, 
in libraries everywhere, and with the hope that their words of wis
dom, courage, and delight may be more widely used. 

I light this candle for the right to free discussion, the right to say 
what we as loyal Americans believe at our meetings, in stores, 
wherever else we may gather, and in newspapers, so long as our 
words do not endanger the welfare of our community or our nation. 

I light this candle for a hope that some day every man, woman, and 
child in America and in the world will have adequate food, clothing, 
shelter, and opportunity for creative growth. We hope that all may 
have the right to follow their own desires. 

I light this candle for a hope, a hope that the time will come when 
the American dream of respect and justice for all the people of the 
world will come true, when we will not hurt one another by word or 
deed because of differences we may have. 

These candles symbolize the many bounties God has given us. There 
are two ways of spreading light: to be the candle or to be the mirror 
that reflects it. Let us make our candles a lighthouse on the hill, a 
beacon to guide us in appreciating the many things God has given us; 
let us be worthy trustees of these bounties. 

As we think on these symbols, shall we stand and sing "Follow the 
Gleam." 



Message: 

Setting: 

Center of focus: 

Setting the Mood: 

Dramatic Effects: 

High Point: 

Characters: 

Narration: 

President: 

Vice President: 

Secretary: 

Treasurer: 
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CEREMONY FOR ADMITTING NEW MEMBERS 

Explaining the purpose of 4-H work and admitting new members. 

At a 4-H Club meeting. Officers of the club should be standing in front 
of and facing the club. The president asks all new members to come 
forward and stand near him. 

The officers facing the club. 

This ceremony could be held during the first part of a business meet
ing or have group singing ending with a 4- H song before the ceremony. 

None. 

When persons are asked if they wish to become members. 

Officers of the 4-H Club: president, vice president, secretary, 
treasurer, and reporter. 

, we are happy that you are interested 
--,( _n_a_m_e_s_o_f __ n_e_w __ m_e_m---,-b_e_r-s')-

in becoming a member of the 4-H Club. 
Let me explain some of the purposes of our club. It is organized to 
help us be better citizens by teaching us how to work and play together, 
by giving us a means of learning worthwhile skills to develop our tal
ents, and by encouraging us to set high standards and goals. 

, our vice president, will tell you about our en1blem. 
--,( n_a_m_e_)r---

The emblem is the green four-leaf clover (holds up 4-H emblem) with 
four white H's, one on each leaflet, standing for head, heart, hands, 
and health. The head H is for learning, the heart H for positive feel
ings, hand H for service, and health H for doing things that contribute 
to good physical and mental health. We do this for our home, club, 
community, country, and world. Now our secretary, 

, will tell you about the 4-H motto and colors. 
----,(n __ a_m-e')--

The 4-H motto is "To Make the Best Better'' which means to improve 
on what you are doing. The 4-H colors are green and white. Green 
stands for nature's most common color and makes us think of life, 
youth, and growth. White is for purity and high ideals. Our treasur
er, , will explain what is expected of 

(name) 
a club member. 

This club wants every person who becomes a member to feel that he is 
joining something worthwhile. Me·mbers will gain most from their 4-H 
work if they: 

Attend meetings regularly 
Take part by giving demonstrations, talks, entering in discus-

sion, and serving on committees 
Do good project work 
Keep records up-to-date 
Exhibit whenever possible 

---~(_n_a_m_e __ ) ____ __ , our reporter will discuss demonstrations and 

project talks. 



Reporter: 

President: 

New Member: 

President: 

Ending: 

Message: 

Setting: 
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Telling an'd showing others what you have done in 4-H is half the fun 
of belonging. You will have a chance to do this by giving a demonstra
tion or project talk after you have seen some of the other members do 
so. We try to have at least one demonstration and talk at each meet
ing. 

Now that you have learned something about 4-H Club work, do you 
wish to become a member. 

Yes. 

With this 4-H pin I now make you an official member of the 
-;----;------;-----;-

---,..,...,-----~- 4-H Club.~· Congratulations. (Officers shake hands 
with new members.) 

Let us stand and repeat the 4-H pledge with the new members. 

INSTALLATION CEREMONY 
(4-H Club Officers) 

To thank retiring officers and publicly install new club or council of
ficers. 

4-H Club or county council meeting. 

The present officers always stand at the right of the leader or Exten
sion agent. Thus at the beginning of the ceremony the retiring officers 
stand in line on the right side of a table facing the new officers who 
stand on the opposite side. 

The retiring officers, beginning with the president, cross the room to 
the new officers, make short presentation talks, and present them 
with the various official records of the organization. They exchange 
places with the new officers. After receiving the presentation and 
thanking the retiring officer (a simple thank you is all that is necessary), 
the new officer crosses over to the right side by going in front of the 
table. At the same time another retiring officer crosses the room at 
the back, going behind the table to make a new presentation. 

Candles on the table are unlighted and arranged with one near each 
corner, representing each of the four H' s, and one in the center rep
resenting the club spirit. Retiring officers will need to learn parts 
beforehand. New officers need only to be instructed about place of 
standing, eros sing over, and lighting of candle. 

Retiring Officers New Officers 

President D 

D 
0 President 

Vice President D D Vice President 

Secretary- Treasurer D D Secretary-Treasurer X 

Reporter D D Reporter 

Equipment needed 
and gavel. 

small table, five tall candles, secretary's book, 

~~ These pins, No. B-430, may be ordered from the National 4-H Supply Service, 59 East 
Van Buren Street., Chicago, Illinois 60605, •• for 2 cents each. 



Center of Focus: 

Setting the Mood: 

Dramatic Effects: 

High Point: 

Characters: 

Narration: 

Retiring President: 

Retiring Vice 
President: 

Retiring Secretary
Treasurer: 

Retiring Reporter: 

Local Leader or 
Extension Agent 
to New Officers: 

Leader to Group: 
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Table with five candles and officers standing by each side of table. 

Precede with group singing. Use at the end of a meeting or confer
ence. 

Lighting of the five candles. 

Lighting of the Head, Heart, Hands, and Health candles while re
peating the 4-H pledge. 

Four retiring officers, four new officers, and Extension agent or 
leader. 

(Retiring president crosses room to new president) 

As presiding officer for the 4-H Club, many 
obligations and responsibilities will be yours. You will preside at 
meetings and will be ready at any time to give your services for the 
best interests of our club. You must protect its good name and strive 
always to further its ideals and purposes. This gavel is given to you 
as the property of Club to aid you in 
the performance of your duties. (Exchange places) 

(Retiring vice president crosses the room to new vice president) 

As vice president you will familiarize yourself with the duties of the 
presidential office and will be ready to act in that capacity at any time 
in the absence of the president. You will strive in every way to aid in 
promoting our 4-H program. (Exchange places) 

(Retiring secretary-treasurer crosses room to new secretary-treas
urer) 

As secretary-treasurer you will keep membership roll and a complete 
record of what takes place at each meeting. You will likewise be en
trusted with all money of our 4-H Club and will keep an accurate rec
ord of all receipts and expenditures. We will depend on you to have 
in complete form all important data whenever it is needed. Into 
your hands and keeping is now placed the secretary's book for the 
------------Club. (Exchange places) 

(Retiring reporter crosses room to new reporter) 

As reporter of our club, it will be your responsibility to keep people 
informed of our activities and progress. You will cooperate with local 
newspapers by giving them an accurate and true account of club meet
ings and special events. You will set forth information in a readable 
form. (Exchange places) 

(He or she stands at back of table between the two lines of officers) 
As club officers you have been chosen to guide and direct the 

4-H Club. I know that you will live u-p-t:-o---.,.t'h_e_ 
trust that has been placed in you. You will be largely responsible for 
the club spirit, for its progress, and its faithfulness to the principles 
and ideals of 4-H Club work. You club members {turning to club 
group} have as your responsibility to assist and aid in every way pos
sible these officers whom you have chosen for your organization. 

You will now stand and repeat the club pledge. I will light the candle 
representing the club spirit. (Light it--soft music may be played) 
From this candle our newly elected officers will light the candles rep
resenting Head, Heart, Hand, and Health. (Officers are instructed 
regarding this beforehand) 



Ending: 

Message: 

Setting: 

Center of Focus: 

Setting the Mood: 

Dramatic Effects: 

High Point: 

Characters: 

Narration: 

Head: 

Heart: 

Hands: 

Health: 

Director: 

Head: 
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"I pledge my head to clearer thinking {leader hands lighted candle 
representing club spirit to president who uses it to light the candle 
nearest to him}, my heart to greater loyalty {vice president lights 
second candle with leader's lighted one}, my hands to larger serv
ice, (secretary lights third candle}, and my health to better living 
(reporter lights fourth candle}, for my club, my community, and 
my country. " 

Officers remain standing while a soloist or entire group sing a 
4-H song. At close they walk off stage in single file, new officers 
preceding the old, while leader extinguishes candles. 

OPENING OF CAMP CEREMONY 

The meaning of the four H's and how they relate. 

Out-of-doors. Members could be standing or seated around an unlit 
bonfire. 

The bonfire with four participants standing close. 

Give instructions before going to the area. Use recorded 4-H songs 
for background music to precede the narration. 

Lighting the bonfire. 

Four torches lighting the fire. 

Camp director, four persons representing Head, Heart, Hands, and 
Health--each with a torch or candle. Head lights his candle with a 
match and then lights the other three from his. 

(Lights his torch with a match} In the 4-H emblem, I represent HEAD. 
If I am alone, I may think and guide. But without HEART to temper 
my commands and without HANDS to translate them into service, my 
thinking is of little purpose. 

(Lights his torch} I am HEART. Ruling alone, my dictations become 
meaningless and sentiments weak. But with HEAD to guide me and 
with HANDS and HEALTH to strengthen me, I find courage to temper 
man's acts with kindness and loyal service.· 

(Lights his torch} I am HANDS. If I work alone, I can never know 
what work I shall do, or whether it is good or evil. But with HEAD 
to guide me, HEART to temper my acts, and HEALTH to strengthen 
my purposes, I may work and accomplish useful service. 

(Lights his torch) 
I am little more. 

I am HEALTH. 
But with HEART 

can help mankind to experience joy 

The brute has health, and alone 
to teach me right from wrong, I 
and clean living. 

As 4-H Club members we pledge our Heads, Hearts, Hands, Health 
to better living for our clubs, our communities, and our country. In 
that spirit we ask the four H's to light our campfire tonight. (The 
four H's step forward with lighted torches) 

Our camp experiences help us to learn new facts and how to use them. 
I bring the light of knowledge and wisdom. 

(Kneels ready to light fire) 



Heart: 

Hands: 

Health: 

Director: 

Ending: 
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Here we meet new friends, and help each other to enjoy camp life. I 
bring the light of fellowship and loyalty. 

(Kneels ready to light fire) 

My hands, which are learning new skills here at camp, bear the light 
of accomplishment and service. 

(Kneels ready to light fire) 

Healthful living adds enjoyment to all our camp experiences. I bring 
the light of good health and joyous living. 

(Kneels ready to light fire) 

(The four H's touch torches to the tinder in fire) 

Through the wise use of your Head, Heart, Hands, and Health you will 
help light the way for others as this fire now gives light to you. We 
shall now repeat together our 4-H Club pledge. 

All repeat the 4-H Club pledge. 

CANDLELIGHTING CEREMONY FOR CLOSING CAMP 
(Combines closing camp with announcement of continuation comitttee) 

Message: 

Setting: 

Center of Focus: 

Setting the Mood: 

Dramatic Effects: 

High Point: 

Characters: 

Narration: 

Leader: 

Spreading the light of 4-H Club work. 

Out-of-doors by the lake and trees if possible. Members stand in a 
circle with the leader holding a candle in center. The four partici
pants step into the circle as they speak. 

Leader holding a candle in the center, shifting to the other four par
ticipants: Head, Heart, Hands, and Health. 

Have group singing ending with a suitable 4-H song such as the 
11 Friendship Song. 11 

Lighting of all the members' candles from the leader to the four H's 
and then to the members. 

Announcement that the Head, Heart, Hands, and Health participants 
are the new continuation committee for next year's camp. 

Leader and four participants- -Head, Heart, Hands, and Health. 

It is very fitting that we should assemble here in this beautiful setting 
for our last night at camp. Our camp setting with its trees and lake 
is a symbol of nature's handiwork and man's attempt to appreciate the 
out-of-doors. 

This has been a wonderful camping session and a time of inspiration, 
companionship, seeing, and learning. You have come with eager 
hearts, expectant, looking for adventure and knowledge. You are 
here because of your friendliness, your cooperativeness, your enthu
siam, your willingness to work, and your willingness to take part and 
serve. Yes, you have come to see, hear, and learn and then to share 
these experiences with your family, club, and community. 



Narrator 1: 

Narrator 2: 

Narrator 3: 

Narrator 4: 

Leader: 

- 14 -

May the lighting of the candles this evening be symbolic of the ideal
ism that has made the 4-H Clubs a moving force for good in this 
great state of ours. May the light from this central candle serve as 
a symbol--a beacon furnishing light to all the other candles in the 
same way that this 4-H camp has been and will continue to be an un
wavering inspiration to all of us here. 

(light candle) Let us add the fuel of our Head H, without which there 
could be no direct progress toward the goal of improving ourselves, 
our clubs, our homes, our communities, and our national way of life. 
Let us seek new thoughts, yet strive always to remember those things 
which have been proven true by experience. 

Our 4-H camp has set aflame the Head H, our light of knowledge and 
understanding. 

Will step forward and accept the candle 
(Narrator hands candle to new continua---------~7r-.~-,~~~~ that represents the Head H? 

tion committee member) 

(Light candle) (Wait until Head H is burning) Our forefathers believed 
that the heart enclosed sentiments of love and faith and courage. To 
us these qualities have been handed down and we dare not let our Heart 
H grow dim. We must seek and so live that we approach the goal of 
happiness not only for ourselves but for all who are about us. If we 
would draw near this goal, let us look at something beautiful each day, 
learn sornething we want always to remember and do something to 
make somebody happy. 

Will step forward and accept the candle 
(Narrator hands candle to new continua---------~7r-.~--~~~~ that represents the HeartH? 

tion committee member) 

(Light candle) (Wait until Heart H is burning) The world 1 s work must 
be done--our Hands must learn to do tasks well. Burdens must be 
lifted, songs must be written, the soil must bring forth her abundant 
harvests. Mighty machines must be built, homes must be made com
fortable, and children must grow into men and women who in turn can 
help to build a finer life than any we have known yet. 

Will step forward and accept the candle 
------------~--~--~~~~~~ that represents the Hands H? (Narrator hands candle to new continua-

tion committee member) 

(Light candle) (Wait until Hands H is burning) Head, Heart, and 
Hands cannot survive unless we give them the priceless gift of radiant 
Health, without which the Head droops, the Heart becomes discouraged, 
and the Hands falter. When clean, wholesome, radiant living is a part 
of clear thinking, loyal service, and efficient work, we can pass on to 
future campers the light which has been given into our keeping by form
er club members. 

Will step forward and accept the candle 
(Narrator hands candle to new continua---------~~-.=--r~~~~ that represents the Health H? 

tion committee member) 

(Wait until Health H is burning) Before you stand the campers you have 
selected to be on the continuation committee for our camp next year. 



Ending: 

Message: 

Setting: 

Center of Focus.: 

Setting the Mood: 
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They are: 

of 4-H Club -------------------------------- -----------------------
of 4-H Club ----------------------------- ----------------------
of 4-H Club ---------------------------------- -------------------------
of 4-H Club ----------------------------- ----------------------

Alternates for the continuation committee will be: 

of 4-H Club ----------------------------- ----------------------
of 4-H Club --------------------------------- --------------------------

As we watch the lights before us, let us remember that no fire which 
burns material fuel can last forever. The only light that is eternal is 
the light of service which is the spirit of 4-H. Just as the spirit of 
4-H Club work has spread throughout the world, let it now spread 
among us as the four H's light the members' candles. (Four H's 
light members' candles, and they pass flame to others) As the 
light of 4-H work is spread to each of us, let us sing "Follow the 
Gleam." 

Group sings "Follow the Gleam." Put out candles and leave quietly. 

FLAG RAISING 

"This Is Our Flag" 

Campers should stand in a horseshoe formation around the flagpole. 

Horseshoe Formation: 

X Flagpole X 

X X X 

X X Four Color Bearers 
X X, 

X 12 paces X #l - Carries American flag 
X X #2 - Carries 4-H flag 
X X #3 - In charge of rope at flagpole 
X #l #2 #3 #4 X #4 - Gives the commands 
X X 

X Color Bearers X 

X X 

xxxxxxxxxxxx 

Campers 

The flagpole and three color bearers. 

Color bearer #3 should check position of rope before ceremony. 

Color bearers need to be in position and thoroughly familiar with pro
cedure before campers arrive. 

Color bearer #4 is logical person to direct campers to proper position 
when bell rings denoting flag raising ceremony. 

If campers are unfamiliar with their part of ceremony, color bearers 
should demonstrate at the beginning. 



Dramatic Effects: 

High Point: 

Characters: 

Procedure and 
Narration: 

Narrator: 

Ending: 
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None. 

Raising of the flag. 

Four color bearers and one narrator. 

l. #4 gives command "Attention" (Ah-ten-SHUN). 

2. Campers come to attention with heels together, eyes straight 
ahead, hands at sides, and no whispering. 

3. #4 gives command "Color Bearers Advance." 

4. All four march to flagpole side by side in step. All should start 
on left foot. 

5. #3 grasps rope and steps back several paces. 

# 1 unfolds American flag, fastens it to rope, and steps back. 

#2 unfolds 4-H flag, fastens it to rope, and steps back. 

6. #4 steps back making all four in line and gives command, "Raise 
the Colors." 

7. The flag is raised quickly by #3 and the campers give the hand 
salute. (The hand salute is given by placing the right hand over 
the heart just below the left shoulder.) 

8. When the flag reaches the top, #4 gives command "At Ease." 
Campers may assume a more relaxed position but should not be 
permitted to talk. 

9. Lead the group in the Pledge of Allegiance and the 4-H pledge. 

10. 

ll. 

The theme for our flag ceremony this morning is "This Is Our 
Flag. " 

A flag is a symbol of a nation. Therefore, our flag is a symbol 
of all the things for which we believe our nation stands. Our flag 
is as worthy as we make it. Our flag carries meanings that go 
back to the birth of our country. 

As you all know, the flag that our first Continental Congress 
adopted was the plain 13 stripes and the circle of 13 stars on a 
field of blue, one for each of the states. This is almost the same 
American flag that we call ''Old Glory" today. The only change 
has been to add the array of stars that represent the growth of 
our nation. 

But why were stars chosen to stand for each of our states? Some 
of the answer is given in the Congressional Act of June 14, 1777, 
which adopted the flag and which proclaimed "That the Union be 
13 stars on a blue field representing a new constellation .... " 

There it is: "A new constellation," signaling to mankind the 
birth of a new nation on earth, a nation dedicated to personal 
and religious liberty; a sanctuary where men and women the 
world over, oppressed because of their beliefs, might find re
fuge and enjoy life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

Song. "America." 



Message: 

Setting: 

Center of Focus: 

Setting the Mood: 

Dramatic Effects: 

High Point: 

Characters: 

Procedure and 
Narration: 

Narrator 1: 

Narrator 2: 

Procedure: 
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FLAG LOWERING 

"I Am Old Glol'y" 

Campers approach the flag and form a semicircle around the flagpole 
facing the lake. 

The flagpole and four color bearers. 

Color bearers need to be in position and thoroughly familiar with pro
cedure before campers arrive. 

None. 

Lowering of flag and playing of "Taps." 

Four color bearers and two narrators. 

(As campers approach the flag) 
flagpole facing the lake. Let us 
we prepare to lower the flag. 

(Pause as campers gather) 

"I Am Old Glory" 

Please form a semicircle around the 
not have any talking or whispering as 

For more than eight score years I have been the banner of hope and 
freedom for generation after generation of Americans. Born amid 
the first flames of America's fight for freedom, I am the symbol of 
a country that has grown from a little group of 13 colonies to a united 
nation of 50 sovereign states. Planted firmly on the high pinnacle of 
American faith my gently fluttering folds have proved an inspiration 
to untold millions. Men have followed me into battle with unwavering 
courage. They have looked upon me as a symbol of national unity. 
They have prayed that they and their fellow citizens might continue 
to enjoy the life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness which have been 
granted to every American as the heritage of free men. So long as 
men love liberty more than life itself, so long as they treasure the 
priceless privileges bought with the blood of our forefathers, so 
long as the principles of truth, justice, and charity for all remain 
deeply rooted in human hearts, I shall continue to be the enduring 
banner of the United States of America. 

Two campers (color bearers) now approach the flag. Bearer #1 
gives the command "attention." All campers come to attention. 
{One of the color bearers is responsible for lowering the flag; 
the other gathers the flag in and both of them fold it) 

1. Color bearer #4 gives command "Attention" (Ah-ten-SHUN). 

2. Campers come to attention. 

3. Color bearer #4 gives command "Color Bearers Advance." 
Color bearers l, 2, and 3 walk to flagpole. 

4. Color bearer # l unties rope while color bearers 2 and 3 stand 
at attention. 

5. Color bearer #4 gives command "Lower The Colors." 



Narrator 2: 
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6. Let us place our right hand over our hearts. 

7. As "Taps" is sounded, the flag is lowered slowly and the campers 
give the hand salute. The flag is lowered so that on the last note 
of music it reaches hands of the color bearer #3. 

8. Color bearer #3 steps forward and takes end of flag so that it 
doesn't touch the ground. 

9. Color bearer #2 unfastens the flag as it reaches the bottom. 
(Color bearers l and 4 fold 4-H flag, if used, in any convenient 
method.) 

Flag before folding: 

pcxxxxxxxxxx1 

pcxxxxxxxxxxl 

Step l. Fold in center lengthwise, blue field and stars always 
on top. 

xxxxxxxxxxx c xxxxxxxxxxx 

Step 2. Fold in center again with upper part of blue field on 
top. 

7'jXxxxxxxxxxx 
\ xxxxxxxxxxx 

Step 3. Fold right corner opposite blue field to left side. 

jXxxxxxxxxxx / : 
'-----------'·.: 

Step 4. Fold left corner toward blue field, leaving the end op
posite the blue field parallel to the edge of the field. 

jxxxxxxxxxxx ' . · 
'---------do~·· 

Step 5. Continue steps 3 and 4 until the flag is folded into a 
triangle. No red shows. 



Ending: 
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10. When flag is folded, color bearers walk at close interval to 
starting place with flag bearer in center. Color bearers turn 
right and face flagpole as in starting position. 

Flagpole 

X 
0 0 0 

#1 #2 #3 

#4 
0 0 0 0 

Right color bearel #3 gives command "Dismissed." 

Note: A comprehensive discussion on flag care and use may be found in "The Flag of the 
United States of America, 11 Bulletin 278 of the Virginia Polytechnic Institute, Blacksburg, 
Virginia. Copies are available to agents. Write: Bulletin Room, University of Minnesota, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101. 

EVENSONG 

Purpose of Evensong 

(This statement may be used to introduce the evensong program at 4-H camp) 

"Evensong" as we have come to know it at 4-H camp is a time set apart for reflec
tion on our relationship with God and with each other. 4-H members are concerned with 
fourfold development: Health, Hands, Head, and Heart. In emphasizing the Heart "H" 
we think of basic loyalties which have a deep bearing on the use of all our God-given talents. 

Someone has said that at evensong each camper has an opportunity, inwardly, to let 
his spirit sing. Here truly is an opportunity for each person to be quiet, to reflect, and 
to let his thoughts dwell on his own personal relationship with his Creator. God's Grace 
has been defined as God's Love in Action. In the camp setting the 4-H'er is aware of 
God's guiding hand in his life and of his loving concern for each of us. 

With the help of music and a bit of inspirational poetry or prose, each in his own 
way can then reflect on the meaning of the Heart H and the pledge of loyalty which is part 
of our 4-H heritage. 

Advance Arrangements 

1. Set up a record player and microphone in an appropriate area. 

2. Have a short dress rehearsal to check volume control and technique of "feeding 
in" background mudc and "fading" when speaker is used. 

Instructions for Group 

l. On first night give instructions to the group just before flag lowering. Ask them 
to move immediately after flag lowering to the area designated for the evensong. 
At the conclusion of flag lowering, the person in charge can instruct the group 
again to follow him to the evensong area. 

2. Have the record player set to provide background music as the group moves to 
the evensong area. Permit the music to continue for 30 seconds after the group 
has assembled. Then fade the music as the first speaker begins to give the pur
pose and meaning of evensong. 
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3. After a selected reading or two--and possibly a song by a soloist or small 
group- -the background music is turned up for just a moment. Then the camp
ers are instructed to leave the area in silence and in a spirit of reverence and 
to proceed with the next portion of the evening program. 

Message: 

Setting: 

Center of Focus: 

Setting the Mood: 

Dramatic Effects: 

High Point: 

Characters: 

Narration: 

Narrator l: 

EVENSONG CEREMONY 

''Be Still, And Know That I Am God" 

To be used at camp following the flag lowering ceremony. Ask the 
campers to move to a designated area such as facing the sunset on 
the lake. 

Sunset on the lake. 

Before the flag lowering and evensong a brief statement should be 
read about the purpose of evensong and where it will take place. 

A musical interlude of the "Hallelujah" from the Messiah or other 
appropriate selection begins. After the group is in place for a 
moment the music is reduced to a low background level. 

None. 

Reading of the poem, "A Song Of The Open Country" 

Two narrators and one person to play recorded music. 

(After the group is settled Narrator l begins and music subsides to a 
low level) 

We are again gathered in the evensong area for a few minutes of quiet 
meditation, each in his own way, as we listen to a bit of inspirational 
poetry or prose. Let each of us quietly reflect and let his thoughts 
dwell on his own personal relationship with his Creator. Let us all 
become aware of "God's Fingerprints" here on the shores of Lake 
Itasca. Let us think of this area as God's temple out-of-doors. 

One of the first things which "the God of the open air" teaches us is 
to be still. "Be still, and know I am God." Have you ever thought 
about the quiet that is in nature? Consider the trees, the grasses, 
the little flowers that bloom at our feet, the dew of the night, "the fog 
that comes on little cat feet," the color of the sky--these do not shout 
at us. Their fingers are always upon their lip;:;, and we can learn 
from their quiet teaching. 

A missionary went into darkest Africa and asked a native how he could 
know there is a god. The native replied, "How do I know that the 
goats have passed this way this morning? I can see their footprints." 

When God created the world, he left his "fingerprints" in the form of 
trees, hills, the lake, and the color about. The "fingerprints" of 
which we are most aware are the trees. "The groves were God's first 
Temples,'' wrote William Cullen Bryant in his Forest Hymn. Before 
people ever thought of building special places in which to worship God, 
they went forth into the great groves of trees, where sunlight filtered 
through the leafy branches and overarching limbs met high above. 

(Volume of music increases and after about 30-60 seconds subsides 
again to a low level) 



Narrator 2: 

Ending: 

Narrator 1: 

Message: 

Setting: 

Center of Focus: 

Setting the Mood: 

Dramatic Effects: 

High Point: 

Characters: 
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A song, well known to us, written by Clare A. Rood puts into words 
our feeling here tonight. 

"A Song Of The Open Country" 

A ,song of the open country 
That we love so well, 

Where freedom of outdoor living 
Holds us in its spell. 

The splendor of skies at dawning 
The golden sunset's glow 

Our hopes arise 'neath starlit skies, 
All nature helps us grow. 

(Musical interludf --volume increases and decreases within 30-45 
second span) 

As we conclude our ''evensong" together let us remember the meaning 
of this moment and somehow, throughout the camp period, learn to 
practice the brotherhood that God prescribed in his second great com
mandment, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." 

May we leave the evensong area in silence and reverence and return 
to the activities of camp. 

(Musical interlude--volume increases and ends after all campers have 
left the area) 

FRIENDSHIP CEREMONY 

Love, tolerance, understanding, and truth all contribute to being a 
friend. 

Room with members seated facing an open area or stage. Lights com
pletely extinguished at start. 

Spirit of Friendship, who is center stage, shifting to other four partic
ipants as they light their candles. 

Love Tolerance 

Spirit of Friendship 

Understanding Truth 

Group singing songs ending with "Friendship Song" and "Blest Be The 
Tie." 

Narrator's voice backstage. 

When all candles are lighted and narrator gives prayer. 

Narrator (backstage or on side), spirit of friendship, persons repre
senting truth, tolerance, love, and understanding. (Each participant 
holds a candle on the darkened stage) 



Narration: 

Narrator: 

Spirit: 

Narrator: 

Spirit: 

Understanding: 

Spirit: 

Love: 

Spirit: 

Tolerance: 

Spirit: 

Truth: 
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A friend is the jewel that shines brightest in the darkness. 

(Lights candle) 

God give my eyes the will to see, 
My friend for what he is to me, 
It's not his creed, or shade of skin, 
That makes his heart to mine akin: 

0 God, if peace on earth we seek 
Our hearts must follow yours so meek, 
And see ourselves as no other, 
But to every man--a brother. 

We are all strangers to each other until one of us puts out his hand 
and makes a friend. 

Come forth, understanding, and obtain your light and let it shine 
forth to the outermost parts of the earth. 

(Lights candle) 

To be accepted, to be understood, 
To make some contribution of real worth 
To feel a mutual bond of brotherhood 
With men of every race throughout the earth. 

Come forth, love, and obtain your light and let it shine in the hearts 
of all men. 

(Lights candle) 

God, help us see beyond mere race or creed, 
Beyond false pride which tears our world apart, 
That man, as individuals have need 
Deep rooted, basic in the human heart. 

Come forth, tolerance, and obtain your light, and let it shine through 
the actions of everyone. 

(Lights candle) 

Clothe us, thy children, with humility 
That we may truly come to understand 
The worth of human personality 
Transcends the bounds of color, creed, or land. 

Come forth, truth and obtain your light, and never let it be extinguished. 

(Lights candle) 

Dear Father, in compassion make us whole, 
Teach us to walk in place as brothers should 
That truth and wisdom shall expand the soul 
Toward a universal brotherhood. 



Narrator: 

Ending: 

Message: 

Setting: 

Center of Focus: 

Setting the Mood: 

Dramatic Effects: 

High Point: 

Characters: 

Narration: 

Humanity: 
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Let us pray: 

Let there be peace in all the earth 
And in my life, I pray; 
Let me express Thy harmony 
And love from day to day. 

Not by our might, not by our power, 
But by thy Spirit--good--
Shall nations round the world be saved 
And know true brotherhood. 

Let there be peace in all the earth 
From mountain peak to fen; 
May Christ's goor will reign in our hearts, 
InJesus' name, Amen. 

Group forms a friendship circle standing with hands crossed and 
joined as they sing "Blest Be The Tie That Binds." 

THE UNITED WORLD 

The great need for brotherhood in a world of nations. 

Dimly lighted room with members seated facing center of focus. 
United States and United Nations flags in place. 

Large globe or map of the world with narrow ribbons leading to each 
country presently having 4-H Club work from a small flag of that na
tion on table in front. 

Record playing, or live chorus, rendering "Song of Peace" or other 
suitable classical melodies. 

None, except voices. 

Pledge 

Spirit of Humanity; Voice Chorus made up of several persons dressed 
in costumes of different countries, standing on both sides of the globe. 

I, the Spirit of Humanity, have brooded over the spaces of the earth 
for countless ages. I have seen the panorama of life from its incep
tion. I have seen the beginning and I shall see the end. I have seen 
the soil yield the products of honest labor. I have seen it trampled 
and u.estroyed. For countless eons I have seen the struggles for in
dividual supremacy. The right and the wrong have passed before my 
view in long procession. For the right I thank the Father. For the 
wrong I bow my head in shame. I have seen the holocaust of civil 
strife on both hemispheres. I know too well the basis of the eternal 
conflict of men--hate, greed, persecution. I dare not think of the 
end that is so sure to come should we plunge again into an atomic 
war. It has been said: "Oh, East is East and West is West and 
never the twain shall meet." Yet we have a great power at work. 
In more than 50 nations of the world we have young people belonging 
to an organization very much like our 4-H Club program. In fact 
these programs were based on our 4-H philosophy. They may use 
four or five divisions of the program but it is basically the same. 



Voice Chorus: 

Humanity Reads 

DETERMINED 

DETERMINED 

DETERMINED 

DETERMINED 

AND FOR THESE 
NEEDS 

FOR THESE 
NEEDS 

FOR THESE 
NEEDS 

FOR THESE 
NEEDS 

Humanity and 
Voice Chorus: 

Everyone: 
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So I want to say to you, 

Though East is East and West is West 
The twain must surely meet 
For earth and sky now firmly stand 
At God's great judgment seat. 
Let there be neither East nor West 
Border, nor breed, nor birth 
For all mankind must stand side by side 
Should peace extend to the ends of the earth. 

United we stand. Through long ages have I yearned for this hour. 
This hour. When all mankind from the far ends of the earth should 
blend into one brotherhood. Let us together pronounce a high resolve, 
so that we may ever keep bright in our memory the sacredness of 
this hour. 

WE THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED WORLD. 

Voice Chorus Reads 

to save each succeeding generation from the scourge of war, which 
twice in one lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mankind, and 

to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth 
of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women, and of 
nations large and small, and 

to establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obliga
tions arising from treaties and other sources of international law can 
be maintained, and 

to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger free
dom, 

to practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another as 
good neighbors, and 

to unite our strength to maintain international peace and security, ancl 

to ensure, by the acceptance of principles and the in.stitution of meth
ods, that armed force shall not be used, save in the common interest, 
and 

to employ international machinery, for the promotion of the economic 
and social advancement of all peoples. 

Have resolved to combine our efforts to accomplish these aims. 

(Repeat phrase by phrase as Humanity leads) 

WE PLEDGE OUR ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS, AND TO THE UNITED BROTHERHOOD FOR WHICH IT 
STANDS, ONE WORLD, INDIVISIBLE, WITH LIBERTY AND JUSTICE 
FOR ALL. 



Humanity: 

Humanity: 

Ending: 

4-H prayer: 

Message: 

Setting: 

Center of Focus: 

Setting the Mood: 

Dramatic Effects: 

High Point: 
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Narration: 
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Together let us sing "Our United World" {Tune: God Bless America") 

God bless our united world 
Blended in one 
Stand beside us and guide us 
Through the night with a light like the sun. 
From the mountains 
'To the tundras 
To (he oceans 
White with foam 
God bless our united world 
Our peaceful home. 
God bless our united world 
Our peaceful home. 

As 4-H Club members, let us resolve tonight to bring about a better 
understanding among our own group and those we meet each day. 

Help me, 0 Lord, to live so that the world may be a little better, 
because thou didst make me. Amen. 

REACHING UPWARD 

We measure our growth by one who is greater than we are. 

Group seated outside facing large evergreen tree with small tree 
alongside. Campfire may or may not be used as desired. 

Fire, shifting to lighted tree as ceremony progresses. 

Music, recorded or otherwise, playing as group assembles; opening 
prayer, solo: TREES. 

Lights which flood tree at appropriate moment when TREES is sung. 
Lighting of fire. 

End of story. 

One person to light fire, one to lead singing, one to tell story, one 
to sing TREES. 

(As music fades, advances to campfire, kneels, and lights fire) 

Kneel always when you light a fire; 
Kneel reverently and thankful be 
To God for Hi.s unfailing charity. 

(Leaves scene as fire grows) 

(From audience) 

God, who touchest earth with beauty, 
Make me lovely too; 
With Thy Spirit recreate me; 
Make my heart anew. 



Soloist: 

Story Teller: 
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TREES by Joyce Kilmer. (Lights floodlighting trees turned on dur
ing solo) 

(Advances to base of floodlighted trees, stands, and tells story) 

Close to the shore of a beautiful lake far back in the trees of a forest 
in Minnesota grew a very tall pine tree. Its branches reached far 
out, as if trying to drink in more and more of the clear air and bright 
sunshine. Its roots reached far down into the earth trying to gather 
more nourishment from the soil. Its top reached up into the air, as 
if trying to see what was above the fleecy white clouds which floated 
over it. Its northwest winds of winter blew over the lake. 

One day the old pine felt someone digging near his roots, and looking 
down, he saw a little spruce tree being planted there. Then he rustled 
all his branches for joy. There would now be someone to talk to and 
someone to help grow. 

After the roots of the spruce were fairly well set, she began looking 
around to see who her neighbors were, and close beside her she found 
the trunk of the pine tree. She followed it up and up until she was al
most dizzy. 

"Oh!" she said, ''What a big tree! How I should like to be as tall as 
that pine tree! How much it must see away up there in the sky! I 
am glad that I am planted close to such a wonderful tree. Perhaps 
someday I can grow to be just like that." 

That night, when all was still, the little tree heard a whisper, so she 
listened, for she felt that it came from the pine tree. Then she heard 
the old pine say, "Little spruce tree, I'mso glad you have come to live 
near me. Can I help you in any way?" 

"Yes, indeed you can," said the little tree. 
you all day. What a wonderful tree you are! 
be as tall and straight as you are." 

"I have been looking at 
Tell me how to grow to 

"That is not a hard thing ·to tell, but it is a very hard thing to do," 
said the old pine tree. "Keep looking up every day and let nothing 
bend or break you. You must desire with all your might to be one of 
the best trees, and then grow and grow." 

"That I will do, and I will keep close by you so that I may grow like 
you, 11 answered the spruce tree happily. 

The days passed by, and every night the little spruce looked carefully 
to see if her trunk was just as straight as the trunk of the pine tree. 
And because she had a splendid tree to copy, she, too, grew straight 
and strong. When winter came, the cold winds whistled about the 
little tree, but the old pine was a little in front of the spruce and 
saved her from some of the force of the wind. At night, when all was 
still again, the pine would whisper, "That was a hard breeze, little 
spruce, but it is over and you have gained strength by fighting it. 
Now look up and straighten up, so that all the bend may be taken out 
of you. Measure your trunk with mine if you like. 11 And the little 
tree would murmur her thanks, straighten her trunk, and nestle 
close to her big, strong friend. 

Finally, after many years, the little tree had grown so tall that her 
top barely reached the lowest branches of the pine. How proud she 
was! 



Ending: 
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"Oh," she said, "I have looked up at you so long, and now at last I 
can really touch you. I'm so happy, I don't care whether I grow any 
more or not. You get more of the wind up there, but down here I am 
sheltered by you." 

"That may be," answered the old pine, "but you cannot give shelter 
if you are content to stay down there. You mustn't think of stopping 
now. Why, the world gets bigger and lovelier the higher up I grow. 
There's much more to see and it's much easier to breathe up here. 
Come up; come up. " 

So the little spruce pushed ahead until her branches were mingled 
with the middle branches of the pine. How happy they were together! 
How beautiful were the things they saw around the mountain lake! 
Then, to her surprise, the little spruce found that the great tree was 
still growing, still pushing up, still making sure that he did not bend. 

"Aren't you ready to stop growing?" asked the spruce. "Surely you 
are big enough now. " 

But the old pine answered, "I shall never be big enough. I want al
ways to grow. I have heard that there are trees in my family that 
have grown to be much larger than I, and I want to be one of the best." 

So the spruce spread her roots wide and deep, sent her branches far 
out for light and air, and kept growing toward the sky. 

One day very early in the spring, when the snow was leaving the 
ground, the spruce was thinking of the days when she had been a 
tiny tree, living near the ground. Suddenly she saw a seedling 
balsam nestling close to her trunk. She heard the balsam say to 
the trailing arbutus on the ground, "Do you see that big spruce away 
up there? Some day I am going to be tall and straight like that tree. 
I must look up and let nothing bend or break me. Watch me grow 
until my top touches those first branches." 

"Well, well," said the spruce. "Here I am pushing ahead to try to 
be like the pine, and the balsam is trying to be like me. I must look 
up and let nothing bend or break me. I must desire with all my heart 
to be the best possible tree and grow and grow, for the balsam will 
be watching me." 

So the pine sheltered the' spruce from the blasts of the winter; the 
spruce helped the balsam and kept the drifting snow from breaking 
it; and the balsam spread its branches over the tender arbutus plants 
and kept them warm. 

We will look up and let nothing bend or break us. We must measure 
our growth by one who is greater and stronger than we. 

Member leads group in an appropriate song. 
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VALUES OF 4-H 

How the democratic process is exemplified in and through 4-H. 

Audience seated. Stage or open area at end of room. Auditorium 
dark. 

4-H and U. S. flags which are spotlighted at appropriate times. 4-H 
flag spotlighted during reading by first girl. Then spot shifts to 
U. S. flag until singing of "I Would Be True" when spot shifts back 
to 4-H flag. {Speaking parts from members standing on both sides 
of stage) 

Recorded background music--4-H music, if possible, or a chorus 
of voices singing 4-H songs to precede narration. 

Song, "I Would Be True." 

Two boys and two girls in 4-H uniforms, pianist, song leader. 

"Your task is to build a better world," 
God said. I answered, "How? 
The world is such a huge, vast place 
And complicated now. 
And I so small and helpless, there 
Is nothing I can do. " 
But God, in all His wisdom, said, 
"Just build a better you." 

A democracy makes it possible to develop the best in each person. 
If we understand and appreciate each other, we all must realize two 
things: first, each person is different, and second, these differences 
between people can make our world a better place to live. Each per
son's knowledge and abilities, attitudes, and values affect not only 
his own life, but the lives of all those around him. 

A democratic 4-H Club will take advantage of the unique contribu
tions each member can make. A variety of viewpoints keeps us 
from deciding too quickly on too limited plans. There is an impor
tant place for each member to fit in, to contribute his special inter
est and abilities both large and small. 

Oh Youth, go forth and do! 
You, too, to fame may rise; 
You can be strong and wise. 
Stand up to life and play the man-
You can if you but think you can; 
The great were once as you. 
You envy them their proud success? 
'Twas won with gifts that you possess. 

A song which brings out the building of a better you is "I Would Be 
True. 11 

I would be true, for there are those who trust me, 
I would be pure, for there are those who care, 
I would be strong, {or there is much to suffer, 
I would be brave, for there is much to dare. 
I would be brave, for there is much to dare. 

May we all rise and join with our two 4-H boys and two 4-H girls to 
say the 4-H pledge and the pledge of allegiance to our flag. 
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11GEMS 11 

TO HIGHLIGHT 

- The Heart H -
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DECISIONS 

Life's Mirrors 

There are loyal hearts, there are spirits 
brave 

There are souls that are pure and true. 
Then give to the world the best that you 

know 
And the best will come back to you. 

Give love, and love to your life will flow. 
A strength in your utmost need. 
Have faith, and a score of hearts will 

show 
Then faith in your word and deed. 

Give truth and your gift will be paid in 
kind 

And honor will honor meet. 
And a smile that is sweet will surely 

find 
A smile that is just as sweet. 

For life is the mirror of king and slave 
'Tis just what we are and do. 
Then give to the world the best you have, 
And the best will come back to you. 

Do you fear the force of the wind? 
The slash of the rain? 
Go face them and fight them, 
Be savage again. 
Go hungry and cold like the wolf, 
Go wade like the crane: 
The palms of your hands will thicken, 
The skin of your check will tan 
You'll grow ragged and weary and swarthy, 
But you'll walk like a man! 

--Hamlin Garland 

A good reputation, a clear conscience, 
appreciation of nature, a peaceful heart, 
the knowledge of having given happiness to 
others, a trained and well-filled mind, 
satisfaction from duty well done, faith in 
the outcome of right, contentment, well 
adjusted social relationships, these make 
for true happiness. 

--Dorothea Kopplin 

The Ways 

To every man there openeth 
A Way, a Way, and a Way, 
And the High Soul climbs the High Way, 
And the Low Soul gropes the Low, 
And in between on the misty flats, 
The rest drift to and fro. 
But to every man there openeth 
A High Way and a Low 
And every man decideth 
The Way his soul shall go. 

--John Oxenham 

Diamonds 

Diamonds are only chunks of coal, 
That stuck to their jobs, you see. 
If they'd petered out like most of us 

do, 
Where would the diamonds be? 
It isn't the fact of making a start; 
It's the sticking that counts, I'll say. 
It 1 s the fellow who knows not the 

meaning of fail, 
But hammers and hatnmers away. 
Whenever you think you have come 

to the end, 
And you 1 re beaten as bad as can be; 
Remember that diamonds are chunks 

of coal 
That stuck to their jobs, you see. 

--Minnie Richard Smith 

No speckled young apple ever had a 
ripe old age. 
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FREEDOM, THE NATION, AND PEACE 

A Nation's Life 

I know three things must always be 
To keep a nation strong and free; 
One is a hearthstone bright and dear, 
With busy, happy loved ones near, 
One is a ready, cordial hand, 
To love and serve and keep the land. 
One is a worn and beaten way, 
To where the people go to play. 
So long as these are kept alive, 
Nation and people will survive; 
God keep them always, everywhere, 
The Hearth, the Flag, the Place of Prayer. 

--Clarence Flynn 

Poem From The Ship Of State 

Thou, too, sail on, 0 ship of State! 
Sail on, 0 Union, strong and great! 
Humanity with all its fears, 
With all its hopes of future years, 
Is hanging breathless on thy fate! 
We know what Master laid thy keel, 
What workmen wrought thy ribs of steel, 
Who made each mast, and sail, and rope; 
What anvils rang, what hammers beat, 
In what a forge and what a heat 
Were shaped the anchors of thy hope! 
Fear not each sudden sound and shock; 
'Tis of the wave and not the rock, 
'Tis but the flappings of the sail, 
And not a rent made by the gale' 
In spite of rock and tempest's roar, 
In spite of false lights on the shore, 
Sail on, nor fear to breast the sea! 
Our hearts, our hopes, are .all with thee, 
Our hearts, our hopes, our prayers, 

our tears; 
Our faith, triumphant o'er our fears, 
Are all with thee, --are all with thee! 

--Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

A Song For Flag Day 

Your flag and my flag, 
And how it flies today 
In your land and my land 
And half a world away! 
Rose-red and blood-red, 
The stripes forever gleam; 
Snow-white and soul-white 
The good forefathers' dream; 

Sky- blue and true blue, 
With stars to gleam aright 
The gloried guidon of the day; 
A shelter through the night. 

Your flag and my flag! 
And, oh, how much it holds 
Your land and my land 
Secure within its folds! 
Your heart and my heart 
Beat quicker at the sight; 
Sun-kissed and wind-tossed 
Red and blue and white. 

The one flag- -the great flag-
The flag for me and you 
Glorified all else beside-
The red and white and blue! 

Your flag and my flag! 
To every star and stripe 
The drums beat as hearts beat 
And fifers shrilly pipe! 
Your flag and my flag 
A blessing in the sky; 
Your hope and my hope 
It never hid a lie! 

Home land and far land 
And half the world around, 
Old Glory hears our glad salute 
And ripples to the sound! 

--Wilbur D. Nesbit 

What Is An American? 

AN AMERICAN is one who believes in the right of men and women of whatever creed, 
class, color, or ancestry to live as human beings with the dignity of becoming the children 
of God. 

AN AMERICAN is one who believes in the right to be free; free not only from crushing 
coercions and dictatorships and regimentation, but free for that way of life where men may 
think and speak as they choose and worship God as they see fit. 

AN AMERICAN is one who believes in the right to vote, the right to work, the right 
to learn, the right to live, and--what is equally important--the right to be different; for he 
knows that if we ever lose the right to be different we lose the right to be free. 
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AN AMERICAN is one who believes in democracy, not only for himself but for all his 
fellow-Americans. By democracy he means not simply the rule of the majority but the 
rights of minorities, and those minorities have rights, not because they are minorities, 
but because they are human beings. 

AN AMERICAN is one who believes in the responsibility of privilege. What he asks 
for himself, he is willing to grant to others; what he demands from others, he is willing 
to give himself. His creed is not "Live and let live," but "Live and help live. 11 

AN AMERICAN is one who acts from faith in others, not fear of others; from under
standing, not prejudice; from good will, not hatred. To bigotry he gives no sanction; to 
intolerance no support. 

The only question THE TRUE AMERICAN ever asks is not, are you a protestant or 
Catholic, gentile or Jew, white or colored, but, are you an American? If you are, then 
give me your hand, for I am an American, too. 

--Harold W. Ruopp, Minister-at-large, 
Minnesota Council of Churches 

The Story Of Old Glory 

The story of the origin of our national flag is like the story of the origin of our 
country. As our country received its birthright from the peoples of many lands who 
gathered on these shores to found a new nation, so did the pattern of stars and stripes 
rise from diverse origins back in the midst of antiquity to become emblazoned on the 
standard of our infant republic. 

The star, a symbol of the heavens and the divine goal to which man has aspired 
from time immemorial, and the stripe, symbolic of the rays of light coming from the 
sun, have long been represented on the standards of nations. 

The first flags adopted by our colonial forefathers were symbolic of their strug
gleswith the wilderness of a new land. Anchors, beavers, rattlesnakes, pine trees, 
and similar insignia with mottos of "Hope," "Liberty," "Appeal of Heaven," or "Don 1 t 
Tread On Me, 11 were affixed to the different banners of colonial America. 

The first flag of the colonists to have any resemblance to the present Old Glory 
was the Grand Union flag, often termed the "Congress Colors. 11 This flag consisted of 
13 stripes, alternately red and white, representing 13 colonies, and a blue field in the 
upper left hand corner bearing the crosses of St. George and St. Andrew, ·signifying 
union with the mother country. This banner was first flown at the staffs of the colonial 
fleet. 

Thus we find that the symbols which became the stars and stripes of Old Glory 
were long in use as emblematic of the aspirations and struggles of many peoples and 
nations. It remained, however, for the dark days which followed the Declaration of 
Independence and the efforts to create some semblance of unity and resistance, to form 
the background for the dramatic incident enacted in the modest shop of a Philadelphia 
needlewoman named Mrs. Betsy Ross. 

The efforts of Betsy Ross finally culminated in official recognition by the Conti
nental Congress which on June 14, 1777, the first birthday of Old Glory, adopted a res
olution: That the flag of the 13 United States be 13 stripes, alternate red and white; that 
the union be 13 stars, white in a blue fi~ld representing a new constellation. 

General Washington, when the Star Spangled Banner was first flown at the head of 
the Continental Army, described its symbolism as follows: "We take the stars from 
heaven, the red from our mother country, separating it by white stripes, thus showing 
that we have separated from her, and the white stripes shall go down to posterity repre
senting liberty. 11 
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What Is Right For You Is Right For Me 

Two children dear had a kite to fly 
With but one string to the shining sky. 

Both tried to hold it, and broke the string; 
And the kite flew off like a white, wild thing. 

And they cried as it sailed away in the blue 
"'Twas a foolish thing that we tried to do. 

We could have it still, did we but agree 
What is right for you is right for me.'' 

Two crowding neighbors strove in vain 
A part of each other's land to gain 

'Till another passed and said, "You know 
You are wasting time while your seeds might grow; 

You are poorer far while you strive and fight 
Than if each looked out for the other's right. 

This motto would be more neighborly 
What is right for you is right for me." 

Two nations, with men and children free 
To work and play and make harmony, 

Use the shining wealth, which their people need, 
To pay for a war (with no use but greed). 

They settled no question of right you see, 
For killing will never make people agree. 

The golden rule would have shown these two, 
"What I wish myself, I will do to you." 

So children and rnen, and nations too, 
Are thinking at last what they ought to do, 

And sometime soon, when we children here 
Are men and women, it will seem quite clear 

That the whole wide world is God's family. 
We are brothers whatever our country may be 

And there's only one way for a world to agree 
"What is right for you is right for me." 

FRIENDSHIP 

The Touch Of The Hand 

It's the human touch in this world that counts, 
The touch of your hand on mine, 
That means far more to the fainting heart 
Than shelter, or bread, or wine, 
For shelter is gone when the night is o'er 
And bread lasts only a day; 
But the touch of the hand and a sound of a voice 
Sing on in the soul alway. 

What sunshine is to the flowers, smiles are 
to humanity. They are but trifles, to be sure; 
but scattered along life's pathway, the good 
they do is inconceivable. 

America 

God built him a continent of glory 
and filled it with treasures 
untold; 

He carpeted it with soft rolling 
prairies and columned it with 
thundering mountains; 

He studded it with sweet flowing 
fountains 

And traced it with long winding 
streams; 

He planted it with deep shadowed 
forests, and filled them with 
song. 

Then he called unto a thousand 
peoples and summoned the 
bravest among them. 

They carne from the ends of the 
earth, 

Each bearing a gift and a hope. 
The glow of adventure was in their 

eyes, and in their hearts the 
glory of hope. 

And out of the bounty of earth and 
labor of men, 

Out of the longing of hearts and 
the prayers of souls, 

Out of the memory of ages and 
hopes of the world, 

God fashioned a nation in love, 
blessed it with a purpose sub
lime--

And called it America! 
--Abba -Hillel Silver 

Friends 

It is my joy in life to find 
At every turning of the road 
The strong ann of a comrade kind 
To help me onward with my load; 
But since I have no gold to give 
And love alone must rnake an1ends, 
My only prayer is while I live 
God make me worthy of my friends. 

--Frank D. Sherman 

It takes 34 muscles to frown, and 
only 13 to smile. Why rrtake the 
extra effort? 



Let's Be Friends 

Life is sweet just because of the friends 
we have made, 

- 34 -

And the things which in common we share; 
So we ought to live on- -not because of our

selves--
But because of the people who care. 

It's the living and doing for somebody else, 
On that, all life 1 s splendor depends; 
And the joy of this world when you've summed 

it all up, 
May be found in making friends. 

If I knew you and you knew me, 
If both of us could clearly see, 
And with an inner sight divine, 
The meaning of your heart and mine; 
I'm sure that we would differ less 
And clasp our hands in friendliness; 
Our thoughts would pleasantly agree, 
If I knew you and you knew me. 

God, bless the four corners of this 
house, and be the lintel blest; 

And bless the hearth and bless the board, 
and bless each place of rest; 

And bless the door that opens wide to 
stranger as a kin; 

And bless each crystal windowpane 
that lets the sunlight in; 

And bless the roof-tree overhead and 
every sturdy wall. 

The peace of man, the peace of God 
The peace of love on all. 

--Arthur Guiterman 

"You own this home?" I asked amazed, 
The house seemed so contented; 
"This home is mine, " she proudly said, 
"It's just the house that's rented." 

The Home 

A house is built of bricks and stones, 
Of sills, and posts, and piles; 
But a home is built of loving deeds 
That stand a thousand years. 

--Victor Hugo 

HOME 

The Gift Of Friendship 

I think that God will never send 
A gift so precious as a friend--
A friend who always understands, 
And fills each need as it demands; 
Whose loyalty will stand the test 
When skies are bright or overcast, 
Who sees the faults that merit blame 
But keeps on loving just the same; 
Who does far more than creeds could do 
To make us good, to make us true. 

--Rosalie Carter 

It 1 s a funny thing, but true, 
That folks you don't like, don't like 

you. 
I don't know why this should be so, 
But just the same I all'us know 
If I am "sour, " friends are few; 
If I am friendly, folks are too. 
Sometimes I get up in the morn 
Awishin' I was never born. 
I make of cross remarks a few, 
And then my family wishes, too, 
That I had gone some other place 
Instead of showin' them my face. 

--Lucille Crites 

Daddy's Tracks 

Yeah! Last night it snow a heap; 
On the level, two feet deep. 
Daylight time--or just before--
I start in to do de m chore. 

My boy Gus yell, "Me go too." 
I say, "Snow too deep for you." 
But he answer, quick, right back, 
''Me can step in Daddy's track." 

Mama pat him on the head. 
"Good boy, Gus," was all she said; 
But I know she think much more 
When we start to do dem chore. 

Little boy walk every day 
Where the old man lead the way. 
Better walk straight, like a crack, 
When boy walk in Daddy's track. 

--Author unknown 



Doorbells are like a magic game 
Or a grab bag at a fair; 
You never know when you hear one ring, 
Who may be waiting there! 
But whether strangers from afar 
Or the very closest kin, 
We 1 ll open wide the door of our house 
And bid them enter in. 
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Lord Christ, the bird his nest has found, 
The fox is sheltered in his ground, 
But dost thou still this dark earth tread 
And have no place to lay Thy head? 
Shepherd of mortals, here behold 
A little flock, a wayside fold 
That wait Thy presence to be blest--
0 Man of Nazareth, be our guest! 

--Daniel Henderson 

LEADERSHIP 

Bridge Builders 

An old man going on a lone highway 
Came at the evening cold and grey 
To a chasm vast and wide 
Through which was flowing a sullen tide. 
The old man crossed in the twilight dim; 
The sullen stream had no fears for him; 
But he turned when safe on the other side. 
And built a bridge to span the tide. 

"Old man, " said a fellow pilgrim near, 
"You are wasting your strength with 

building here 
Your journey will end with the ending 

day; 
You never again will pass this way; 
You've crossed the chasm deep and wide, 
Why build you this bridge at evening tide?" 

The builder lifted his old grey head, 
"Good friend, the path I have come, 11 

he said, 
"There followeth after me today, 
A youth whose feet must pass this way 
This chasm that has been as naught to me 
To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be. 
He, too, must cross in the twilight din<, 
Good £r iend, I'm building this bridge for 

him." 
--Will Allen Dromgoole 

Immortal Minds 

I£ we work marble it will perish; 
I£ we work upon brass, time will efface it; 
I£ we rear temples they will crumble into 

dust; 
But if we work upon immortal minds and 

instill into them just principles, 
We are then engraving upon tablets which 

in time will brighten, 
And brighten to all eternity. 

--Daniel Webster 

No matter what your lot in life may be, 
build something on it. 

The Torch 

The God of the Great Endeavor gave me 
a torch to bear. 

I lifted it high above me in the dark and 
murky air 

And straightway with loud hosannas 
the crowd acclaimed its light 

And followed me as I carried my torch 
through the starless night; 

'Till mad with the people's praises and 
drunken with vanity, 

I forgot 'twas the torch that drew 
them and fancied they followed me. 

But slowly my arm grew weary upholding 
the shining load 

And my tired feet went stumbling over 
the hilly road 

And I fell with the torch beneath me. 
In a moment the flame was out! 
Then lo, from the throng a stripling 

sprang forth with a mighty shout, 
Caught up the torch as it smouldered 

and lifted it high again 
'Til fanned by the winds of heaven it 

fired the souls of men! 
And as I lay in darkness, the feet of 

the trampling crowd 
Passed over and far beyond me, its 

paeans proclaimed aloud, 
While I learned, in the deepening 

shadows, this glorious verity; 
'Tis the torch that the people follow, 

whoever the bearer be! 
--Elizabeth R. Finley 

Guideposts to Leadership 

Four things a man must learn to do 
If he would make his record true; 
To think without confusion, clearly, 
To love his fellowmen sincerely, 
To act from honest motives purely, 
To trust in God and Heaven securely. 

--Henry Van Dyke 



The Man In The Glass 

When you get what you want in your 
struggle for self 

And the world makes you king for a 
day, 

Just go to the mirror and look at 
yourself, 

And see what that man has to say. 

For it isn't your father or mother 
or wife 

Whose judgment upon you must pass, 
The fellow whose verdict counts most 

in your life 
Is the one staring back from the glass. 

You may be like Jack Horner and chisel 
a plum 

And think you're a wonderful guy, 
But the man in the glass says you're 

only a bum 
If you can't look him straight in the 

eye. 

He's the fellow to please- -never mind 
all the rest 

For he's with you clear to the end, 
And you've passed your most dangerous, 

difficult test 
If the man in the glass is your friend. 

You may fool the whole world down 
the- pathway of years 

And get pats on the back as you pass, 
But your final reward will be heart

aches and tears 
If you've cheated the man in the glass. 

Leaders Preferred 

l. The boss drives his men; the leader 
coaches them. 

2. The boss depends upon authority; the 
leader on good will. 

3. The boss inspires fear; the leader 
inspires enthusiasm. 

4. The boss says "I;" the leader says 
"WE." 

5. The boss assigns the task; the leader 
sets the pace. 

6. The boss says "Get here on time;" 
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the leader gets there ahead of time. 
7. The boss fixes the blame for the break-

down; the leader fixes the breakdown. 
8. The boss knows how it is done; the 

leader shows how. 
9. The boss makes work a drudgery; the 

leader makes it a game. 
10. The boss says "Go;" the leader says 

"Let's go. " 

Hard Tasks 

Give me hard tasks, with strength that 
shall not fail; 

Conflict, with courage that shall never 
die! 

Better the hill-path, climbing toward 
the sky, 

Than languid air and smooth sward of 
the vale! 

Better to dare the wild wrath of the 
gale 

Than with furled sails in port forever 
lie! 

Give me hard tasks, with strength that 
shall not fail: 

Conflict, with courage that shall never 
die! 

Not for a light load fitting shoulders 
frail, 

Not for an unearned victory I sigh; 
Strong is the struggle that wins triumph 

high, 
Not without loss the hero shall prevail; 
Give me hard tasks, with strength that 

shall not fail 1 

Credo 

I believe 
That there are greater things in life 

than life itself; 
I believe 
In climbing upward 
Even when the spent and broken thing 
I call my body 

cries "Halt!" 
I believe 
To the last breath 
In the truths 
Which God permits me to see. 
I believe 
In my country and her destiny, 
In the great dream of her founders, 
In her place among the nations, 
In her ideals; 
I believe 
That her democracy must be protected, 
Her freedom defended. 
I believe 
In loyalty to my country-
Utter, irrevocable, inviolate. 
Thou, in whose sight 
A thousand years are but as yesterday 
And as a watch in the night. 
Help me 
In my frailty 
To make real 
What I believe. 

--Elias Lieberman 



Beatitudes Of A Leader 

Blessed is the leader who has not 
sought the high places but 
who has been drafted because 
of ability and willingness to serve. 

Blessed is the leader who knows 
where he is going, why he is 
going, and how to get there. 

Blessed is the leader who knows no 
discouragement, who presents 
no alibi. 

Blessed is the leader who seeks 
the best for those he serves. 

Blessed is the leader who leads for 
the good of the most concerned, 
and not for the personal grati
fication of his own ideas, 

Blessed is the leader who develops 
leaders while leading. 

Blessed is the leader who marches 
with the group, interprets 
correctly the signs on the 
pathway that lead to success. 

Blessed is the leader who has his 
head in the clouds but his 
feet on the ground. 

Blessed is the leader who considers 
leadership an opportunity to serve. 

I'd rather see a sermon than hear one, 
any day; 

I'd rather one should walk with me than 
merely tell the way; 

The eye 1 s a better pupil and more will
ing than the ear; 

Fine counsel is confusing; but example's 
always clear; 

And the best of all the preachers are 
the men who live their creeds; 

For to see good put in action is what 
everybody needs. 

I can soon learn to do it if you'll let 
me see it done; 

I can watch your hands in action; but 
your tongue too fast may run. 

And the lecture you deliver may be very 
wise and true, 

But I'd rather get my lesson by observ
ing what you do; 

For I might misunderstand you and the 
high advice you give. 

Hut there's no misunderstanding how you 
<.t·.·L dn<.J how von live .. 

--Edgar Guest 
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What Is A 4-H Leader? 

Somewhere between the sternness of 
a parent and the comradeship of a 
pal is that mysterious creature we 
call a 4-H leader. These leaders 
come in all shapes and sizes and 
may be male or female. But they 
all have one thing in common--a 
glorious twinkle in their eyes! 

4-H leaders are found everywhere-
at judging contests, junior fairs, 
square dances, and talent shows-
and are always preparing for, sit
ting through, participating in, or 
recuperating from a meeting of 
some kind. They are tireless con
sumers of muffins, expert at taking 
knots out of thread, peerless basket
ball coaches. They spend hours on 
the telephone. 

A 4-H leader is many things: an 
artist making a float for the Fourth 
of July, a doctor prescribing for an 
underfed calf, a counselor at camp, 
a lawyer filling out reports, and a 
shoulder to cry on when that dress 
just won't fit! 

Nobody else is so early to rise and 
so late home at night. Nobody else 
has so much fun with such a large 
family of boys and girls. 

We sometimes forget them, but we 
can't do without them. They receive 
no salary, but we can never repay 
them. 

They are "Angels in Aprons," 
"Saints in Straw Hats." Their only 
reward is the love of the kids and 
the respect of the community. But 
when they look around them at the 
skills they've taught and the youth 
they've built, there's an inner voice 
from somewhere that says, "well 
done." 

After all is said and done, more is 
said than done. 

To get nowhere- -follow the crowd. 
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OUTDOORS 

A Day In The Mountains 

I've spent a day in the mountains, 
The first great temples of God; 
The mountains, high and majestic, 
Today my feet have trod. 
There is rest and inspiration 
In the glorious mountain air, 
And I feel just a little closer 
To the Infinite Spirit somewhere, 
For I've spent a day in the mountains, 
Away from all trouble and care. 

Around The Campfire Bright 

Oh! set the campfire burning; let's sit 
around the blaze. 

We'll store some lovely memories bright 
To use in coming days. 
A picture of good comrades with faces 

all alight, 
Who sat beneath the stars and sang, 
Around the campfire site. 

The Eleventh Commandment 

Thou shalt inherit the holy earth as a 
faithful steward, conserving its resources 
and productivity from generation to genera
tion. Thou shalt safeguard thy fields from 
soil erosion, thy living waters from drying 
up, thy forests from desolation, and pro
tect thy hills from overgrazing by the herds, 
that thy descendants may have abundance 
fovever. If any shall fail in this steward
ship of the land, thy fruitful fields shall be
come sterile, stony ground and wasting 
gullies; and thy descendants shall decrease 
and live in poverty or perish from off the 
face of the earth. 

--Walter Lowdermilk 

Life Dynamic 

I believe in the wonder of the out-of-doors, 
in the inspiration of the stars; 

I believe in the strength of the hills, in the 
silence of the night, and in the music 
of the birds and trees; 

I believe that my body was made for action, 
that my mind was made for thinking, 
and that my heart was made for loving. 

--Selected 

A Garden Reminds Us Of Life 

Life is like a garden. It can be beauti
ful, fragrant, and fruitful when proper 
care is given to it. A good gardener 
carefully nurtures the seeds which he 
plants. How much more care we should 
take in the garden of life. We should 
allow only choice thoughts, desires, 
and attitudes to grow in our garden. 
We should nurture carefully every high 
ideal, noble thought, and radiant vi
sion, for they are flowers of exquisite 
fragrance and hue. At the satne ti1ne 
we should remove all jealousy, bitter
ness, hatred, self-pity, and impurity, 
for these are weeds that will choke out 
the plants which are fair and beautiful. 
Weeds can spoil a life. 

Many of us love a garden, yet most gar
dens are seasonal. Here is a garden 
each of us can plant and reap our har
vest at all times: 

l. Plant five rows of P's--presence, 
promptness, preparation, perse
verance, purity. 

2. Plant three rows of squash--squash 
gossip, squash criticism, squash 
indifference. 

3. Then sow five rows of lettuce--let 
us be faithful to duty, let us be un
selfish and loyal, let us be true to 
our obligations, let us obey rules 
and regulations, let us love one 
another. 

A garden is dependent upon God; it re
quires light and sun and refreshing rains. 
We, too, for the nourishment of the gar
den of life, should draw freely upon the 
sunshine of God's love. If our garden is 
to be divinely fair, we must also drink 
of the water of life, which Christ has 
provided for us. Jesus said, "Whoso
ever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him shall never thirst; but the water 
that I shall give him shall be in him a 
well of water springing up into everlast
ing life.'' 



What Do We See? 

What do we see as we till the soil? 
Is it sweat and dirt and grime, 
Or do we see there a picture more fair 
A vision of bud and fruitage time? 

Do we see there fields of ripening grain? 
Catch the breath of the clover's bloom, 
Or is it just the soil and unending toil 
As we follow the plow at noon? 
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Do we see there bread for a hundred homes 
As we crumble the furrows sod? 
See the teeming life with which earth is rife, 
Or do we see there only a clod? 

It is what we see as we till the soil, 
The thing beyond the clod, 
That lightens our task and brings us at last 
Into closer communion with God. 

Many a tree is found in the wood 
And every tree for its use is good; 
Some for the strength of the gnarled root, 
Some for the sweetness of flower or fruit; 
Some for the shelter against the storm, 
And some to keep the hearthstone warm; 
Some for the roof, and some for the beam, 
And some for a boat to breast the stream; 
In the wealth of the wood since the world began 
The trees have offered their gifts to man. 

The Things I Prize 

These are the things I prize 
And hold of dearest worth; 
Light of the sapphire skies, 
Peace of the silent hills, 
Shelter of forests, comfort of the grass, 
Music of birds, murmur of little rills, 
Shadows of clouds that swiftly pass, 
And, after showers, 
The smell of flowers 
And of the good, brown earth-
And best of all, along the way, 
Friendship and mirth. 

--Henry Van Dyke 

The Sacrament of Fire 

Kneel always when you light a fire. 
Kneel reverently and thankful be 
For God's unfailing charity, 
And on the ascending flame inspire 
A little prayer, that shall upbear 
The incense of your thankfulness 
For this sweet grace 
Of warmth and light. 
For here again is sacrifice 
For your delight. 

Within the wood, 
That lived a joyous life 
Through sunny days and rainy days 
And winter storms and strife;
Within the peat, 
That drank the moorland sweet 
Of bracken, whin, and sweet bell-

heather, 
And all the joy of gold gorse feather 
Flaming like love in w1ntriest weather, 
While snug below, in sun and snow, 
Peat heard the beat of the padding feet 
Of foal and dam, and ewe and lamb, 
And the stamp of old bel-wether; 
Within the coal, 
Where forests lie entombed 
Oak, el!n, chestnut, beech, and 

red pine bole, 
God shrined his sunshine and en

wombed 
For you these stores of light and 

heat, 
Your life-joys to complete. 

Kneel always when you light a fire, 
Kneel reverently and thankful be 
For God 1 s unfailing charity. 

§:. 



- 40 -

PRAYERS AND REFLECTIONS 

Give us strength to accept with serenity the things that cannot be changed. Give us courage 
to change the things that can and should be changed, and give us wisdom to distinguish one 
from the other. 

A Prayer For Every Day 

Lord, let me learn the joy of simple deeds, 
The kind that fit into a comrade's needs; 
A handclasp that will lend encouragement, 
A smile--upon a cheering missioa sent. 
Let me not be too busy, nor too blind, 
To see when others need me to be kind. 

--Romona Ross Keller 

A Prayer For The Out-of-Doors 

Loving Father, who didst make the earth 
so fair, open our eyes to see its wonders, 
and our hearts to feel its beauty. In our 
days of refreshment and recreation, draw 
us nearer to Thee through the things Thou 
hast made. May the joy of Thy sunshine, 
the quiet of Thy forests, the murmur of 
Thy streams., and the steadfast strength 
of Thine everlasting hills teach us the deep 
secret of Thy peace. 

Calm our fretful spirits. Deepen the 
current of our shallow lives. Renew in 
us faith and courage, physical strength, 
and spiritual vision, that we may know 
ourselves to be safely held in Thy strong 
hands, and may joyfully conform our lives 
to Thy great purposes. 

From this life, so dear to Nature's heart, 
may we drink in new strength to help us 
reach the restless hearts of men. Give 
us Thy secret and the power to share it 
with our fellows, that we may go back to 
the world and its duties stronger, simpler, 
sweeter; and may we become worthy mes
sengers of Him who saw His Father• s good
ness in the sparrow's flight, and His 
Father• s love in the beauty that clothes 
the lilies of the field. We ask it for His 
dear sake. Amen. 

Fellowship together builds character 
and personality. 

A Prayer For 4-H Club Leaders 

Let tne live a life, dear Lord, 
Of love, rich, full, and free. 
Let me live a simple life 
For other folks and Thee. 
Should I live my life, dear Lord, 
For sinful, selfish I, 
The happiness I vainly sought 
Would silently pass by. 
So let me live as thou hast died 
With other folks in mind, 
With special thoughts for boys and 

girls. 
Then, true happiness I'll find. 

A Prayer For Today 

Let me be a little kinder, 
Let me be a little blinder 
To the faults of those about me. 
Let me praise a little more, 
Let me be, when I am weary, 
Just a little bit more cheery. 
Let me serve a little better. 
Let me be a little braver 
When temptation bids me waver. 
Let me strive a little harder. 
To be all that I should be. 
Let me be a little meeker 
With the brother who is weaker. 
Let me think more of my neighbor 
And a little less of me. 

Sportsman's Prayer 

Dear Lord, in the battle that goes 
on through life 

I ask but a field that is fair, 
A chance that is equal with all in the 

strife, 
A courage to strive and to dare. 
And if I should win, let it be by the 

code, 
With my faith and my honor held high; 
And if I should lose, let me stand by 

the road 
And cheer as the winners go by. 
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Indian Benediction 
(in sign language) 

Action 

l. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

6. 

With the right hand make spiral movement 
upward. 

Look up through small circle {representing 
the sun) made by thumb and index finger of 
right hand. 

Place hand in same position over heart. 

Hold both hands out and down toward ground-
palms up. 

Hands out straight in front- -palms up. 

Hands raised twice toward sky in same 
position. 

Narration 

May the great spirit 

Put sunshine 

Into your heart 

Now 

Forever more 

Heap-much. 

The Sioux Indian has a prayer--"Great Spirit, help me not to judge another until I have 
walked two weeks in his moccasins. 11 

A Prayer 

Teach me, Father, how to go 
Softly as the grasses grow; 
Hush my soul to meet the shock 
Of the wild world as a rock; 
But my spirit, propt with power, 
Make as simple as a flower. 
Let the dry heart fill its cup 
Like a poppy looking up; 
Let life lightly wear her crown, 
Like a poppy looking down. 

Teach me, Father, how to be 
Kind and patient as a tree. 
Joyfully the crickets croon 
Under shady oak at noon, 
Beetle, on his mission bent, 
Tarries on that cooling tent. 
Let me, also, cheer a spot, 
Hidden field or garden grot -
Place where passing souls can rest 
On the way and be their best. 

--Edwin Markham. 

Lights Out, 4-H 

Lights out, 4-H 
One more perfect day is through 
Lights out, 4-H, 
One more perfect dream come true. 
We've reached the hour of parting, 
So here 1 s a fond adieu, 
Lights out, 4-H, 
Always we will think of you. 

--George Farley 

Give Us, 0 Father 

Give us, 0 Father, 
Hearts that are new, 

Faith that is daring, 
Love that is true, 

Farseeing vision, 
Big as the race; 

Teach us to serve thee, 
Each in his place. 

Give us, 0 Father, 
Thoughts that are pure 

Hope that is noble, 
Truth that is sure, 

Motives unselfish, 
Minds that are free; 

Lead us and teach us 
More about thee. 

Give us, 0 Father, 
Dreams that are fair, 

High aspirations, 
Ideals to share, 

Strength for achievement, 
Courage to be--

Live in our living 
Make us like thee. 

--Chauncey R. Piety 

Your eyes are the n1irror of your 
souL Be sure they reflect kindness 
and love. 



Worship God together 
To ask him to bless the seed, 
The fruits of the soil, 
The cultivators of the earth, 
And, in a larger sense, 
All people who try to make the world 
A bit more beautiful and better 
Because they have been in it. 

We thank Thee, 0 Lord, for the expres
sion of Thyself in the world of hature. 
For the fresh air and the open sky and 
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the growing grass and the tiny flowers and 
the setting sun and the wooded hill and the 
brown earth beneath our feet. 

They are all good, and they all speak 
the truth, and we rest ourselves and get 
new strength to go back to the world of 
restless men. Keep us ever like Thy 
good world, rugged, wholesome, and 
true. Amen. 

--"Prayers and High Resolves" 
New Hymnal for American Youth 

God be in my head and in my understanding. 
God be in mine eyes and in my looking. 
God be in my mouth and in my speaking. 
God be in my heart and in my thinking. 
God be at mine end and at my departing. 

Prayer For the New Year 

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy 
Peace. Where there is hatred, let me 
sow love. Where there is injury, par
don. Where there is doubt, faith. 
Where there is despair, hope. Where 
there is darkness, light. Where there 
is sadness, joy. 

0 Divine Master, grant that I may not 
so much seek to be consoled as to 
console; to be understood, as to under
stand; to be loved, as to love; for it is 
in giving that we receive, it is in par
doning that we are pardoned, and it is 
in dying that we are born to Eternal 
Life. 

--St. Francis of Assisi 

Benediction 

May the silence of the hills, 
The joy of the winds, 
The peace of the fields, 
The music of the birds, 
The fire of the sun, 
The strength of the trees, 
And the faith of a little child, 
In all of which is God, 
Be in your hearts. Amen. 

True contentment lies not in doing what 
one likes to do, but in liking what one 
has to do. 

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY 

The man with vision and no work is a dreamer; 
The man with work and no vision is a drudge; 
The man with both vision and work, and who 
Has as his inspiration the spirit of service, 
Is a man worthwhile and leaves an influence 
Behind him that time will not erase. 

The Four Looks For 4-H 1ers 

The forward look ahead 
The frequent look within 
The compassionate look around 
The constant look on high. 

Not what we give, but what we share. 
For the gift without the giver is bare. 

To talk with God 
No breath is lost -
Talk on! 

To walk with God 
No strength is lost -
Walk on! 

To wait on God 
No time is lost -
Wait on! 

He that is faithful in that which is least, 
is faithful also in much; and he that is 
unjust in the least, is unjust also in 
much. 

Luke 16:10 



My Creed 

I would be true for there are those 
who trust me; 

I would be pure for there are those 
who care; 

I would be strong for there is much 
to suffer; 

I would be brave for there is much 
to dare. 

I would be friend of all, the foe, 
the friendless; 

I would be giving and forget the 
gift; 

I would be humble for I know my 
weakness; 

I would look up and laugh, and love, 
and lift. 

--Howard Arnold Walter 

I Am One 

I am only one, 
But I am one. 
I cannot do everything 
But I can do something. 
What I can do, 
I ought to do; 
And what I ought to do, 
By the grace of God, I will do. 

--Canon Farrar 

Am I A Builder? 

I watched them tearing a building down, 
A gang of men in a busy town--
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With a high heave-ho and a lusty yell, 
They swung the beam, and the side walls 

fell--
I asked the foreman, "Are these men 

skilled, and the men 
You 1 d hire if you had to build? 11 

He gave me a laugh and said, 
"No, indeed, just common labor is all 

I need. 
I can easily wreck in a day or two 
What builders have taken years to do." 
And I thought to myself, as I went my 

way, 
Which of these roles have I tried to 

play--
Am I shaping my deeds to a well made 

plan, 
Patiently doing the best I can? 
Or am I a wrecker who walks the town-
Content with the labor of tearing down! 

My Influence 

My life shall touch a dozen lives 
Before the day is done, 
Leave countless marks of good or ill 
Ere sets the evening sun. 
So, this the wish I always wish, 
The prayer I ever pray, 
"Lord, may my life help other lives 
It touches on the way." 

A Creed 

There is a destiny that makes us 
brothers; 

None goes his way alone; 
All that we send into the lives of 

others 
Comes back into our own. 

--George MacDonald 

We all have a share in the beauty 
We all have a share in the plan 
What does it matter what duty 
Falls on the lot of man? 
Someone has blended the plaster 
Someone has carried the stone; 
Neither the man nor the Master 
Ever has builded alone. 
Making a roof for the weather, 
Or building a house for a King, 
Only by working together 
Have men accomplished a thing. 

Which 

Isn't it strange that Princes and Kings 
And clowns that caper on sawdust rings-
And common people like you and me-
All are children of destiny? 
Each is given a bag of tools, 
A shapeless mass, a book of rules; 
And each must make, ere life has flown, 
A stumbling block or a stepping stone. 

--Cole Young Rice 

The Upward Road 

I will follow the upward road each day. 
I will keep my face to the light. 
I will think high thoughts as I go my way. 
I will do what I know is right. 
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Take Time 

Take time to work, it is the price of success. 
Take time to think, it is the source of power. 
Take time to play, it is the secret of youth. 

Take time to read, it is the foundation of wisdom. 
Take time to pray; it is the way to heaven. 
Take time to dream, it is the highway to the stars. 

Be Strong! 

We are not here to play, to 
dream, to drift; 

We have hard work to do, and 
loads to lift; 

Shun not the struggle--face it-
' tis God 1 s gift. 

Be Strong! 

Take time to be friendly, it is the road to happiness. 
Take time to laugh, it is the music of the soul. 

Say not, "The days are evil. 
Who's to blame?" 

Take time to look around, it is the short cut to 
unselfishness. 

I believe in today. It is all I possess. 
The past is of value only as it can make the 

life of today fuller and freer. 
Tomorrow depends on the present. 
I must make good today. 

For want of a nail, a shoe was los't; 
For want of a shoe, a horse was lost; 
For want of a horse, a message was lost; 
For want of a message, a battle was lost; 
For want of a battle, a Kingdom was lost. 

What Is Character? 

In the home, it is kindness 
In business, it is honesty 
In society, it is courtesy 
In work, it is thoroughness 
In play, it is fairness 
Toward the fortunate, it is congratulation 
Toward the unfortunate, it is sympathy 
Toward the weak, it is help 
Toward the wicked, it is resistance 
Toward the strong, it is t;t"ust 
Toward the penitent, it is forgiveness 
And toward God it is reverence and love. 

--Minnesota Congress of 
Parents and Teachers 

Everybody makes mistakes; that's why they 
put erasers on pencils. 

And fold the hands and acquiesce-
oh, shame! 

Stand up, speak out, and bravely, 
in God's name. 

Be Strong! 

It matters not how deep intrenched 
the wrong, 

How hard the battle goes, the day 
how long; 

Faint not--fight on! Tomorrow 
comes the song. 
--Mattlie Davenport Babcock 

Quietude 

If you stand very still m the heart of 
a wood 

You will hear many wonderful things 

The snap of a twig and the wind in the 
trees 

And the whirl of invisible wings. 

If you stand very still in the turmoil 
of life 

And you wait for the voice from with
in 

You'll be led down the quiet ways of 
wisdom and peace 

In a mad world of chaos ·and din. 

If you stand very still--and you hold 
to your faith 

You will get all the help that you ask 
You will draw from the silence the 

things that you need 

Hope and courage and strength for 
your task. 

--Patience Strong 



The Two Temples 

A builder builded a temple; 
He wrought with care and skill. 

Pillars and groins and arches 
Were matched to meet his will. 

And men said, when they saw its beauty, 
"It shall never know decay. 

Great is thy skill, 0 Builder, 
Thy fame shall endure for aye." 

A teacher builded a temple; 
She wrought with skill and care-

Forming each pillar with patience, 
Laying each stone with care. 

None saw the unceasing effort; 
None knew of the marvelous plan; 

For the temple the teacher builded 
Was unseen by the eyes of man. 

Gone is the builder's temple, 
Crumbled into dust-

Pillars and groins and arches-
Food for consuming rust. 

But the temple the teacher builded 
Shall endure while the ages roll, 

For that beautiful, unseen temple 
Was a child's immortal soul. 

--from The School Herald, 
Akron, Ohio 

The Winds Of Fate 

One ship drives .east, another west, 
By the selfsame winds that blow. 
'Tis the set of the sail, and not the gale, 
That determines the way they go. 
Like the winds of the sea are the ways 

of Fate 
As we voyage along through life; 
'Tis the set of the sail, and not the gale, 
And not the calm or the strife. 

--Ella Wheeler Wilcox 

Inspiration For Living 

Life is a leaf of paper white 
Whereon each one of us may write 
His word or two, and then comes night; 

Greatly begin! Thou who hast time 
But for a line, be that sublime! 
Not failure, but low aim is crime. 

--James Russell Lowell 
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Things That Count 

Not what we have--but what we use, 
Not what we see--but what we choose-

These are the things that mar or bless 
The sum of human happiness. 

The things nearby--not things afar, 
Not what we seem--but what we are-

These are the things that make or break 
That give the heart its joy or ache. 

Not what seems fair--but what is true, 
Now what we dream--but what we do-

These are the things that shine like gems, 
Like stars in fortune'd diadems. 

Not as we take--but as we give, 
Not as we pray--but as we live-

These are the things that make for peace, 
Both now and after time shall cease. 

Thought For The Day 

This day is mine to mar or make, 
God keep us strong and true; 
Let me no erring by-path take, 
No doubtful action do. 

Grant me when the setting sun 
This fleeting day shall end, 
I may rejoice o'er something done, 
Be richer by a friend. 

Let all I meet along the way 
Speak well of me tonight; 
I would not have the humblest say 
I'd hurt him by a slight. 

Let me be patient and serene, 
Gentle, and kind, and fair; 
Help me to keep my record clean 
Through all that I must bear. 

Grant that because I live today 
And to my thoughts give voice 
O'er something he shall hear me say, 
Another shall rejoice. 

Let there be something true and fine 
When night slips down to tell 
That I have lived this day of mine 
Not selfishly, but well. 

--Edgar A. Guest 
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Go placidly amid the noise and hasten to 
remember what peace there may be in 
silence. As far as possible without sur
render, be on good terms with all persons. 
Enjoy your achievement as well as your 
plans. Keep interested in your own career 
however humble: It is a real possession 
in the changing fortunes of time. Strive for 
high ideals. Everywhere life is full of hero
ism. Nurture strength of spirit to shield you 
in sudden misfortune. Many fears are born 
of fatigue and loneliness. Beyond a whole
some discipline be gentle with yourself. 
You are a child of the universe, no less than 
the trees and the stars, you have a right to 
be here; and whether or not it is clear to you, 
no doubt the universe is unfolding as it should. 
Therefore be at peace with God; whatever 
your labors and aspirations in the noisy con
fusion of life, keep peace in your soul. 

Martha Leighton 
--Quote by Max Ehrman 

YOUTH 

If you put your nose to the 
grindstone rough 

And keep it there long enough, 
Soon you will think there is no 

such thing 
As the brooks that babble and 

birds that sing; 
These three will all of your 

world compose-
Just you and the stone and 

your poor old nose. 

Pledge to Children 

To you, our children, who hold 
within you our most cherished 
hopes, we, the members of the 
Midcenfury White House Confer
ence on Children and Youth, 
relying on your full response, 
make this pledge: 

From your earliest infancy we give 
you our love, so that you may 
grow with trust in yourself 
and in others. 

We will recognize your worth as a 
person and, we will help you to 
strengthen your sense of belonging. 

We will respect your right to be 
yourself and at the same time 
help you to understand the rights 
of others, so that you may 
experience cooperative living. 

We will help you develop initiative 
and imagination, so that you 
may have the opportunity freely 
to create. 

We will encourage your curiosity 
and your pride in workmanship, 
so that you may have the satis
faction that comes from achieve
ment. 

We will provide the conditions for 
wholesome play that will add to 
your learning, to your social 
experience, and to your happiness. 

We will illustrate by precept and 
example the value of integrity 
and the importance of moral 
courage. 

We will encourage you always to seek 
the truth. 

We will provide you with all oppor
tunities possible to develop 
your own faith in God. 

We will open the way for you to enjoy 
the arts and to use them for deep
ening your understanding of life. 

We will work to rid ourselves of preju
dice and discrimination, so that 
together we may achieve a truly 
democratic society. 

We will work to lift the standard of 
living and to improve our economic 
practices, so that you may have 
the material basis for a full life. 

(Continued on next page) 



Pledge To Children (Continued) 

We will provide you with rewarding 
educational opportunities, so 
that you may develop your talents 
and contribute to a better world. 

We will protect you against exploitation 
and undue hazards and help you 
grow in health and strength. 

We will work to conserve and improve 
family life and, as needed, to 
provide foster care according to 
your inherent rights. 

We will intensify our search for new 
knowledge in order to guide you 
more effectively as you develop 
your potentialities. 

As you grow from child to youth to 
adult, establishing a family life 
of your own and accepting larger 
social responsibilities, we will 
work with you to improve condi
tions for all children and youth. 

Aware that these promises to you cannot 
be fully met in a world at war, we 
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ask you to join us in a firm dedica
tion to the building of a world society 
based on freedom, justice, and mutual 
respect. 

So may you grow in joy, in faith in God 
and in man, and in those qualities 
of vision and of the spirit that will 
sustain us all and give us new hope 
for the future. 

--Adopted at Midcentury 
White House Conference 

Ten Comrnand1nents of Sportsmanship 

Thou shalt finish the game thou beginnest, 
Thou shalt take losses without excuses. 
Thou shalt be humble in victory. 
Thou shalt honor the referee or UJnpire. 
Thou shalt share the glory of winning with 

thy tearnma te s. 
Thou shalt be willing to give thine opponent 

every advantage thou askest. 
Thou shalt play for the sake of the game and 

the joy of playing. 
Thou shalt do team work unselfishly. 
Thou shalt honor the game. 

--Author Unknown 

Don't Quit 

When things go wrong, as they some
times will, 

When the road you're trudging seems 
all up hill, 

When the funds are low and the debts 
are high, 

And you want to smile, but you have 
to sigh, 

When care is pressing you down a bit, 
Rest, if you must--but don't you quit. 

Life is queer with its twists and turns, 
As every one of us sometimes learns, 
And many a failure turns about 
When he might have won had he stuck 

it out; 
Don't give up though the pace seems 

slow 
You might succeed with another blow. 

Success is failure turned inside out, 
The silver tint of the clouds of doubt, 
And you never can tell how close you 

are--
It may be near when it seems afar; 
So stick to the fight when you're 

hardest hit, 
It's when things seen1 worse that you 

mustn't quit. 

It Was Ever Thus 

"The children of today love luxury, 
they have bad manners, contempt for 
authority; they show disrespect for 
elders and love to chatter in place 
of exercise. 

"Children now are tyrants--not serv
ants of their households. They no 
longer rise when elders enter the 
room. They contradict their parents, 
chatter before company, gobble up 
the dainties on the table, cross their 
legs, and tyrannize their teachers. ' 1 

(One might think the above was \vritten 
by someone today who had forgotten 
his childhood. It was written by 
Socrates back in the days before 
Christ, someti1ne between -!69 and 
399 B. C.) 



A Place In The Sun 

There's a place in the sun for everyone 
To grow ... you should know all about it. 
There's love in the hearts of everyone 

- 48 -

For you--if you're true, never doubt it. 
Hands that will aid in the plans that you 1 ve 

made. 
If you're not afraid to trust. 
Lands to return all the things that you earn, 
If you're wise and you're fair and you're 

just! 

Give me a place in the sun! 
With the clear, blue sky above, 
On a day that sings of the growing things 
And the full, free life I love! 
Give me a place in the sun! 
With the warm, sweet earth below, 
Where the fields are clean with the living 

green 
That my hands have made to grow! 
Here's a health to the land that my head 

and hand 
And heart have learned to know! 

--Fred Waring 

Builders 

We are all blind unless we see 
That in the human plan 
Nothing is worth the making 
If it does not make the man! 
Why build these cities glorious 
If man unbuilding goes ? 
In vain we build the work unless 
The builder also grows. 

--Edwin Markham 

Essentials For Success 

Mere money is not success, young rnan, 
Though a checkbook might help in your 

climb; 
It's not family trees 
Nor college degrees, 
It's the slow grinding push against time. 

It's not what others may do, young man, 
That will give you success, sure and 

great; 
It's not the calm seas 
Nor a favoring breeze, 
It's the tempests that settle your fate. 

It's not how far you have come, young 
man, 

Nor the speed that you made on the way; 
It's not a fast pace 
That determines the race, 
But insistent plowing, day after day. 

--Daniel M. Robins 

The Champions Creed 

If you think you are beaten, you are; 
If you think you dare not, you don't 
If you like to win, but think you can't 
It's almost a cinch you won't. 
If you think you'll lose, you're lost 
For out in the world we find 
Success begins with a fellow's will 
It's all in the state of the mind. 

If you think you're outclassed, you are; 
You've got to think to rise. 
You've got to be sure of yourself before 
You can ever win a prize. 
Life's battles don't always go 
To the stronger or faster man; 
But sooner or later the rnan who wins 
Is the man who thinks .he can. 
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