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Bag of Tricks #13 
AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA How Do You Wash an Elephant? 

Yesterday, my mother said to me: 
"Tom, about your elephant
you've got to wash him. 
He's dirty as can be." 

Well I looked him over; 
i~she was right. 

dec1·~ion~rty behind his ears. 
His feet were an awful sight. 
I began to@an and ploycn''"""ni1..ctte'o" 
Exactly what I'd do 
But 
I don't know how to wash an E~lephant. 
Do you? 
Do I use{foa~and a@ resourteS 
No, I don't t ink so. 
By the time I got him clean, 
I would be very old. 

Do I take him to the yard and 
Squirt him with a hose? 
That might work-except
He'd think I was playing, 
And squirt me with his nose! 
I could take him to the lake
I know he'd wade right in. 
But 
When it's deep enough for him, 
Ies over my head-
And I can't swim! 
How do you wash an elephant? 

By Joy Marsh 

Perhaps I could take him to a car wash. 

They'd squirt him and slosh him, 
Brush him and wash him. 
He'd like that so much, 
He'd probably shout. 
I don't have two dollars. That's out. 

How can I wash that elephant? 
How can I get him clean? 
How can I make him shine? 
He's got to be so clean and bright, 
I'm proud to say he's mine. 

Say, I think I've got it. 
I 

I'll get my mother's bro'om and pa~L. M~N"lESOTA 
Her dish detergent, too. 
I'll need my father's lacJder, P 15 1977 
I know just what I'll do. 

I'll make a pile of suds in that pail 
And pick them up with the broom. 
1'.11 swish them around his legs and tail. 
I'll need plenty of room. 
I'll wash his belly, back, and head. 
I'll scrub him till his skin turns red. 
If he's real good till the job is done, 
I'll let him sleep in my bed. 
When he's all covered with soapsuds, 
I'll climb my father's ladder, 
With buckets and buckets of water. 
I'll rinse him off so nice and clean, 
I'll need sunglasses to dull the sheen. 

That's how I'll wash my elephant'. 
I think that way will do. 
I don't mind washing one elephant, 
But I'm glad I don't have two. 

"How Do You Wash an Elephant" 
Copyright c March, 1974, HIGHLIGHTS FOR CHILDREN, INC., 
Columbus, Ohio. 

4-H M 102 





UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~m~~ • 3 1951 003 292529 H 


	00000001
	00000002
	Blank Page

