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President Mitchell Urges Minnesota Editors to Sign 
Pledge to Assure the Support of a Field S_ecretary 

With the dates of the annual meeting 
of the Editorial association rapidly ap
proaching, we are naturally becoming 
more interested in finding out just what 
the newspapermen of the state really think 
of the field secretary proposition. 

We know that there are a large number 
who favor it. Resolutions approving the 
plan have been passed at practically all of 
the district meetings. In fact, one district 
asked the officers of the state association 
to proceed forthwith to work out the plan. 
But this we cannot do until we can see 
that there will be sufficient funds· to put 
the campaign through. 

Some idea can be secured as to the sup
port we may expect if the newspaper 
editors will promptly sign the slips con
tained again in this issue of Among Our
selves. 

We plan a circular letter within a short 
time that will be our last appeal until con
vention time, when the program will be 
generally devoted to a discussion of this 
subject. 

Curtis Doing Good Work 
Speaking of co-operation we cannot re

frain from personally complimenting J. 
Harold Curtis of St. James on his effi
cient chairmanship of the committee ap
pointed to deal with Farm Bureau organi
zations. Last spring he appeared before 
several state meetings of the co-opera
tives, explaining the value of advertising 
and right at the jump secured advertising 
for a large number of the papers in the 
state where co-operative organizations 
were operating. Not satisfied with this, 
however, and realizing that it was neces
sary to prepare from a newspaper's point 
of view a suitable advertising campaign, 
he has printed and bound in a small book
let an attractive series of ten-inch adver
tisements designed for the use of co
operative shipping associations, a copy of 
which we have just received. Editors hav
ing shipping associations in their territory 
arc overlooking a bet if they do not write 
Mr. Curtis and find out what he is doing, 
and, if possible, secure a copy of the ad
vertising. Mr. Curtis has certainly been 
of valuable assistance to the association 
in his work. 

Better Bank Ads Needed 
Is your banker advertising because he 

believes that you are an object of char
ity, a necessary adjunct to the community 
because of local pride, or is he running the 
kind of copy that will build up his insti
tution and keep him sold on the value of 
advertising? That's a question that struck 
us rather forcibly when we started to 
analyze the bank advertising that appeared 
in our exchanges in order to prepare a 
proper selling argumenf for one of our 

advertisers. W c were so interested in the 
problem that we spent some time in dis
cussing the matter with the advertising 
men connected with Twin City banks and 
we are of the opinion that one of the big 
problems that we have to handle during 
the coming year is that of changing· the 
banker's viewpoint toward the newspaper. 
It is not to be denied that in the not far 
distant past the banker was skeptical of 
the editor as a business asset. The bank 
probably carried notes from the news
paper that he regarded as of doubtful 

THESE HA VE SIGNED 
Here is a list of those who had signed the 

pledge for support of a field secretary for the 
Minnesota Editorial association, up to about 
November 25, in the order received. 

Is your name written here? 
If not, the pledge is reprinted in this issue 

of Among Ourselves. Fill it out and send it 
in. It will be money in your pocket to do so, 
and you will be aiding in a piece of genuinely 
constructive work for your profession. 

The List 
John E. Casey, Independent, Jordan. 
B. B. Bjornson, Mascot, Minneota. 
Victor R. Fortmann, Independent, Currie. 
J. P. Coughlin, Herald, Waseca. 
M. J. McGowan, Press, Appleton. 
Carl Eastwood, News-Herald, LeSueur. 
E. E. Carlson, North Star, Cambridge. 
Frank A. Day, Sentinel, Fairmont. 
C. P. Maloney, Messenger, Maple Lake. 
Albert Lea Publishing Co., Tribune, Albert Lea. 
Vincent Holton, Monitor, El~in. 
C. W. Carlson, Beacon, Melrose. 
E. K. Whiting, Journal-Chronicle, Owatonna. 
George E. Johnson, Republican-Press, Atwater. 
Oscar L. Ney, Herald, Bayport. 
E. E. Howard, Gazette, Wheaton. 
A. G. Erickson, Advance-Press, Springfield. 
Bess M. Wilson, Gazette, Redwood Falls. 
Andrew Bromstad, Standard, Milan. 
C. H. Bronson, Review, Osakis. 
Baker & Swisher, Leader, LeSueur Center. 
Haradon & Rogers, Independent, Park Rapids. 
L. A. Dare, Star-News, Elk River. 
H. B. West, Messenger, Morgan. 
J. D. Gilpin, Headlight-Herald, Tracy. 
0. A. Refsell, Times, Worthington. 
Ansgar Anderson, Sentinel-Blaze, Pine River. 
C. L. Hedeen, Times, Biwabik. (Check inclosed). 
J. W. Whitney, News-Messenger, Marshall. 
Herman Roe, News, Northfield. 
H. L. Burdick, Herald, Amboy. 
H. L. Burdick, News, Vernon Center. 
Valley Printing Co., Gazette-Telegram, Breck-

enridge. 
Will Curtis & Son, Plain dealer, St James. 
K. E. Holian, Pioneer, Hendricks. 
J. W. Hubin, Advocate, Butterfield. 

value, he could see no direct results from 
what advertising he did, and, while at his 
association meetings he heard talks advo
cating advertising, they were from the 
city viewpoint, which we are convinced is 
entirely different from that of the smaller 
town. Despite the changes in the financial 
standing of the newspaper the banker has 
not changed his attitude in too many cases 

and it is up to the editors to bring this 
change about. We have asked a number 
of bankers and newspaper men for letters 
on this subject which we will be pleased 
to present through Among Ourselves in 
a coming issue. 

A Merry Christmas! 
We are nearing the end of the year of 

1925 and this issue will be the last one 
before Christmas, so that it is probably 
fitting and proper that we extend to the 
newspapers of the state our wishes for a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Our work this year as president of the 
state editorial association has been entire
ly enjoyable. We have made valuable 
friends in the fraternity and outside of it, 
and we treasure these associations more 
than any other form of remuneration. We 
trust that 1926 is going to be a banner 
year for the newspapers of the state. 
There is every reason to believe that it 
should be, but the prospects of increased 
prosperity should not deter us in our ef
forts to better our own standing, increase 
our own efficiency and solidify our com
mon interests. 

Fraternally yours, 
H. z. MITCHELL, 

President Minnesota Editorial Ass'n. 

PRIZES OFFERED FOR 
FRONT-PAGE CONTEST 

The Minnesota State Fair comes for
ward again this year with the offer of 
prizes for the contests in connection with 
the Editors' Short Course at University 
Farm, St. Paul. 

The front-page contest is to have a 
double showing, as announced in the No
vember issue of Among Ourselves. The 
papers will have to be in the hands of 
W. P. Kirkwood, University Farm, St. 
Paul, by January II, 1926. They will 
then be mounted for exhibit at Farmers' 
and Home-Makers week at University 
Fann, January 18-23, 1926, where the 
home folks will see them when they come 
to University Farm for their winter out
ing and study. Three judges will be se
cured and make a careful award. The 
first prize will be $1 S and the second $10. 

The exhibit will be saved to be mounted 
again at the Editors' Short Course in 
May. 

The other contest will be for a paper 
on some subject suited to the general 
theme of the Editors' Short Course, but 
the subject will have to be announced 
later. 

Get your papers in by January II, 

1926. Begin the new year aright. 
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MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 

AND 
A 

HAPPY 
NEW YEAR 

CHRISTMAS ADVERTISING 

December is the_ month during which 
women are busy with fancywork and the 
making of various Christmas gifts. Are 
your merchants advertising the materials 
with which women work at such a time? 

A good "hunch" would be to get from 
several women suggestions as to home
made gifts which are receiving attention 
in feminine circles this year and then to 
get local merchants to advertise the ma
terials for such gifts. 

The Publishers' Auxiliary for Novem
ber 7 advertises a release of plates and 
mats designed to assist in Christmas ad
vertising. It is headed "Christmas Busi
ness Starts in the Homes." 

MISSOURI'S VALUED GIFT 

The School of Journalism, University 
of Missouri, recently received from Brit
ish journalists a gift of great interest 
and value-a stone from St. Paul's 
cathedral. ~he stone, a three-foot cube, 
was set up m front of J. H. Neff hall, 
the School of Journalism building, and 
on one of its faces carries a meridian 
plate and on another a bronze tablet which 
bears the following inscription : 

"This , stone, quarried in 1724,. is from 
St. Paul s cathedral, London, which looks 
down upon the birthplace of English lit
erature, the English newspaper press and 
the English publishing business. It was 
presented to the School of Journalism by 
the British Empire Press union through 
its president, Viscount Burnham, and was 
mounted upon a base of Missouri stone 
by Missouri journalists. The meridian 
plate is a gift from the class of 1925 of 
the School of Journalism. 

"Dedicated November ro, 1925, by Sir 
Esme Howard, British ambassador to the 
United States." 

Gifts like this are valuable in the edu
cation of young men and young women. 
Coming as this does from the heart of 
British journalism, it will exert a silent, 
but by no means inconsiderable, influence 
on the future students of the Missouri 
school, directly, and indirectly through a 

AMONG OURSELVES 

Cut This Out, Fill It Out, and Send It to 
John E. Casey at Jordan, Minnesota--Now 

FIELD SECRETARY PLEDGE 
I am in favor of employing a field secretary and if the plan is adopted by 

the Minnesota Editorial Association, I agree to pay the increased clues decided 
upon not to exceed the schedule set forth on this· pledge. 

Name 

Paper. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Town ............................... . 

Circulation ........................... . am (not now) (now) a member of 

the Minnesota Editorial Association. Dues to be $1.00 per hundred circulation; 
minimum total $5 a year; maximum, $30 a year. 

cleep_ening sense of obligation to the pro
fession on the part of the teachinrr staff 
Such moral reminders are good t'; hav~ 
about. 

CITY SLANT ON PUBLICITY 

. Some three or four weeks ago, accorcl
mg to The Publishers' Auxiliary the New 
York Times under a top head oi~ the first 
page, carried a story of more than a 
column, written by a reporter who had 
been sent to a banquet at which a new 
type of victrola was demonstrated. Re
cent!}'. the Ford Motor company announced 
certam rather radical changes in Ford 
models. These changes were announced 
in the news columns of the New York 
·world. 

Commenting on the facts mentioned the 
Pt~blishers' Aux~liary says that the 'city 
editor of the Times, no doubt, realized 
that hi_s story was wonderfnl publicity for 
the Victor company but he also realized 
that an.r real advance in the reproduction 
of music by a mechanical device was of 
wide interest and constituted real news. 
The Publishers' Auxiliary also says that 
the 'Norlcl news editors realized that the 
Ford automobile had become an insepar
able part of contemporary American life 
and tha_t it had affected, and is affecting, 
economic and social conditions ; facts 
about such an agency constituted news. 

If one may draw an inference from the 
Auxiliary's comment referred to, it is to 
the effect that reader interest is the real 
criterion as to what constitutes news, 
whether there is some advertising lurking 
in it or not. 

A good, snappy four-page newspaper is 
better than a poor eight-page newspaper. 
It is worth more to the reader and to the 
a:1vertiser. But, o_f course, a good, snappy 
eight-page paper is better than a similar 
four-pager. 

Hugh Wallace, son of Asa M. Wallace 
of the Sauk Center Heralrl, has purchaser! 
an interest in the Okabena Press, with 
Carl I. Rynerson. 

Upon the sudden death of their father, 
Lyman W. and Harold J. Jensen an
nounced that they would continue publica
tion of the Minnesota Lake Tribune. 

Fred George, formerly with the Clarissa 
Tnclepenr!ent, is now editing and managing 
the Bertha Herald. 

SERIOUS "IF" FOR 
COUNTRY PUBLISHER 

That there is a rapidly growing danger 
of the small city daily proving serious 
competition to the weekly is the subject 
of a very timely discussion in The Amer
ican Press, which merits the consideration 
of the South Dakota Press association. 

"That there is no danger of the daily 
ever supplanting the weekly is beyond 
doubt," says the writer of this article, "if 
the publisher of the weekly applies the 
same caliber of intelligence to the produc
tion of the home town paper that his daily 
rival puts into his product; but if the facts 
be not recognized, if the publisher of the 
weekly thrust them behind his back and 
still insists on traveling down the lane of 
least resistance, producing the same old 
sing .s~:mg sheet that ignores all changing 
co11d1t1011s, then that publisher had best 
prepare himself for a severe jolt. 

"There are papers published in cities of 
10,000 to roo,ooo population that are com
ing to sense in their surrounding territory 
of these publications through their corre
spondents take great pains to gather the 
local items, and as they can put these local 
items before these interested in them every 
clay, unless the weekly publisher has a 
thorough understanding of the situation he 
is likely to find his daily brother a pow
er£ ul competitor. 

"This situation may be highly distaste
ful to many a weekly publisher but he 
gains nothing by playing ostrich and stick
ing his head in the ~and. If he would 
combat the rivalry then he must come to 
sec in his newspaper a more intimate con
tact with his community than it is possible 
for any other publisher even in an ad
joining village to establish."-Rural Press 
and Print Shop. 

I 

Gen~gc ] ohnson, business manager of 
the Little Falls Daily Transcript, and 
Miss Rose Mary LaFoncl, daughter of 
Publisher Edward LaFonc\ of the Tran
script, were married recently at Little 
Falls. 

C. L. Corson, publisher of the Hector 
Mirror anrl Cosmos News, has taken 
Theodore Hagquist, a former employe of 
the Mirror, as a partner in the publication 
o [ the two papers. 
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The "Live Hook" Tells what a Field Secretary Has 
Done for the Publishers of the State of Washington 

Just what direct benefits would result 
to the newspapers of Minnesota through 
the employment of a field secretary may 
be a matter of doubt in the minds of many 
of the editors who feel that the plan is 
too new even in other states to point with 
exactness, to what can be done. There is, 
however, no doubt about the great bene
fits that would follow the banding togeth
er of the progressive newspaper owners. 
This is well discussed in a recent issue of 
The Live Hook, the official publication of 
the W asbington Press association, where 
a field secretary has been profitably em
ployed for several years. This publica
tion says: 

"What the Washington Press associa
tion gives its members in dollars and cents 
can be determined by no one except the 
individual who will take into consideration 
the tangible and intangible results and 
credit the association for whatever part it 
merits. Much can be demonstrated to 
prove that substantial returns have been 
directly received, but a large share of the 
value of the association is expressed in
directly and intangibly. 

"Co-operation, harmony and backbone 
constitute clements for which the associa
tion is responsible and are the real agen
cies for increased income. 

"No newspaper man can discount the 
value or condemn the usefulness of the 
W asbington Press association without 
challenging the importance of centralized 
organizations in other industries-as the 
manufacturers, lumbermen, retail mer
chants ancl the like. No publisher can 
gather the vast amount of in formation 
that is gathered for him, as through a 
central organization. 

"One thing that the association does not 
attempt is to control the initiative or indi
vidual policies of its members or interest 
itself in so improving the "make-up" of 
papers that they will constitute a special 
appeal to advertisers. 

"The association has given multitudi
nous facts. All the food that could be de
ducted from the facts would not appeal 
to all the papers, hut for every paper there 
have been valuable suggestions in the in
stitutes or in the association's work. If 
not applied, the investment in them is lost. 

"\i\Tho will deny that the association and 
discussi<ms it created, have given the 
courage to stabilize advertising rates and 
hold them on a uniformly profitable basis? 
Consistent eclucational activity on the part 
of the association has provided arguments 
for more sat is factory rates and converted 
publishers to ideas they were unable to 
grasp through a fear they were helpless 
to maint-;1in their position in favor of 
profitable advertising rates. 

"The general use of the Franklin price 
list would have !wen unaccomplished with
out an organization. No more cloes the 
cut price policy cause rninmts competition. 
A large part of the purchasers of printing 
are 'solcl' on the policv of a standarcl 
priC(' list ancl petty bickering is almost 
eliminated. 

"The Washington Press association has 
taken a persisten~ stand to cnrtail the ac
tivities of the midcllcman in the national 
advertising field. Credit in accomplishing 

results in the elimination of these adver
tising parasites must be given the asso
ciation. lt has exposed the parasites, 
demonstrated to publishers they can rid 
themselves of the middleman, and given 
them courage to do so. Probably every 
newspaper man in Washington can place 
dollar and cents value on this phase of the 
work of the organization. 

"An important factor that cannot be 
overlooked in estimating the value of the 
organization is the developing of a fra
ternal spirit among publishers. Within 
each group there has been created a policy 
of co-operation, frankness and fairness in 
discussing and handling competitive busi
ness, and a friendliness that practically 
eliminates trickery. Shops are fairer to 
each other, and the customer who would 
play one against another bas been so dis
couraged he is inclined to give the home 
printer his work without quibbling. 

"Interchanges of information between 
members have great value of an intangible 
nature. Owing to the intimate relation
ships established, members can safely ex
change correspondence on confidential 
matters-credits, collections, new business 
prospects and the like. The paper that 
does not often go wrong on its political 

PLAINDEALER GIVES A 
CORRESPONDENTS' PARTY 

The editor of Among Ourselves had the 
pleasure of sharing in a party given for 
the correspondents of the St. James Plain
dealer at St. James the evening of Oc
tober 29. In the absence of his father, J. 
Harold Curtis was the host. 

The correspondents arrived early in the 
evening, being received in the rooms of 
the St. James Commercial club. When 
all had assembled, they were escorted to 
St. James' leading movie theater for a 
lively entertainment. Back at the Com
mercial club rooms again, they listened to 
a talk on the business of collecting news. 
Then they went to the Plainclealer office 
where they saw the paper in the process 
of making. Under Mr. Curtis' direction 
four pages of the week"s issue were made 
over as a special edition telling the sto;-y 
of the party and giving some special ··in
struction in the art of corresponding. The 
special edition ont of the way. with an 
inspection of the linotype in operation, the 
nse of the caster box, etc., refreshments 
were served. 

The correspondents went away with a 
new interest in the paper and in the im-
11ortance of their part in its making. 

The Maynard News, Freel E. Childs, 
publisher, was burned out on Friday, No
vember 13. 

Edgar S. Ennis, publisher of the Kiester 
Courier, died November 19. 

Any newspaper publisher in Minnesota, 
looking for an experienced newspaper man 
will do well to correspond with Paul Il. 
Hubbard, Holland, Minn. Mr. Hubbard 
has recently sold his paper, the Inde
pendent, at Holland, and is looking for a 
satisfactory opening. 

policies creates a valuable asset, which is 
trequently maintained by receiving valu
able "dope' from association members. 

"The demand made on association mem
bers to show results in new national ad
vertising to recompense for the expense of 
the organization should not be considered 
paramount. Success in that field, analysis 
of the situation will show, must be in di
rect ratio to the amount of money in
vested by the members in the campaign 
for the new business. 

"Valuable work is being accomplished 
through the organization, among which 
can be listed: 

Legal advice on newspaper law, 
which in individual cases may be 
worth a substantial part of the asso
ciation assessments paid. 

Promotion and success of cash-in
advance plan for subscriptions. 

Reduction in number of fakers and 
schemers through application of the 
clearing house 'idea by the association. 

Co-operation between the publisher 
and his merchants. 

Direct service, including the supply
ing of help and the buying of equip
ment." 

EASTWOOD HEADS THE 
THIRD DISTRICT ASS'N 

The Third District Editorial associa
tion, according to an announcement in the 
Pioneer Press of Sunday, November 29, 
was organized at a meeting at the Nicollet 
hotel, Minneapolis, Saturday, November 
28. 

Carl Eastwood of Le Sueur was elected 
president. Arthur J. Sue! of New Prague 
is secretaary, and John F. Casey of Jor
dan, tn:asurer. One vice president was 
chosen from each county as follows : Car
ver. C. C. Teae, vVatertown; Dakota, D. 
E. Cuppernull. Lakeville; Goodhue, I. M. 
Kaines. Reel Wing; Le Sueur, W. K. 
\IVilcox, Elysian: :McLeod, Iver J. Iver
son, Hutchinson; Nicollet, H. J. Essler, 
St. Peter; Rice, George P. \i\Tatson, Fari
bault; Scott, D. vV. - Byrne, Shakopee; 
vVashington, \V. E. Easton, Stillwater. 

Among the resolutions passed was a 
vigorous- statement disapproving the gov
ernment printing of return envelopes, and 
an endorsement of the St. Lawrence canal 
project. 

The St. James Plainclealer is developing 
a strong department of rural school news, 
which appears each week under the head
ing: "vVith Our Rural Schools." 

Editor J. E. Mallory annotmces that the 
Dassel Dispatch has added about 700 
readers to the suhscription I ist since last 
Febr~tary, without resorting to contests, 

• premnuns, or any other of the so-called 
money-getting schemes. 

Nels B. Hanson. pttblisher of the Mc
Intosh Timl's. has raised the subscription 
price of th<' Tinws from $r.50 to $2 per 
year and will make the Times an eight
page paper in the near future. 

• 
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GOVERNOR LOWDEN 
TO ADDRESS M.E.A. 

Former Governor Frank 0. Lowden of 

Illinois will be the leading speaker at the 

next annual meeting of the Minnesota 

Editorial association. He will address the 

editors at the banquet to be given by the 

Minneapolis Tribune at the New Nicollet 

hotel, Friday evening, February 19. 

ORTONVILLE EDITOR 
BRINGS HOME BACON 

George M. Fosburgh, publisher of the 
Ortonville Journal, this last summer put 
over a "stunt" which has endeared him 
to the boys and girls of Big Stone county 
and which will affect the prosperity of the 
county. 

The evidence is found in the winning 
of first prize in the Poland-China pig 
class at the Junior Livestock Show at 
South St. Paul by Howard Hammer of 
Beardsley. It was through Howard that 
Fosburgh "brought home the bacon" for 
his county. 

The story as told in one of the city 
papers is this : 

Boys' and Girls' club work in Big Stone 
county was languishing if not dead, owing 
to the lack of a county agent. Mr. Fos
burgh, instead of talking about the situa
tion, decided that something had to be 
done. What is more, he decided that he 
could not waste time trying to persuade 
some one else to do it. So he oiled up 
his flivver and started out. His object was 
to interest the boys and girls of the county 
in just two projects-pigs and poultry. 
By the middle of May he had a club or
ganized, and by June I the feeding of 
pigs began, from two to three months later 
than with many other clubs in the state. 
He had to dig down into his own pocket 
to some extent to finance the youngsters 
but he got them going. 

Mr. Fosburgh is evidently no quitter. 
He was not satisfied merely with starting 
the youngsters on their projects. He kept 
in touch with them through the summer 
and fall. Between Mr. and Mrs. Fos
burgh the boys and girls of Big Stone 
county club were each visited and given 
encouragement in their work about 12 
times in the course of the summer. 

October 30 a "show-down" was held 
and the Kiwanis club of Ortonville gave 
a banquet for the boys and girls, awar.d
ing prizes to the winners. Then came 
Howard Hammer to the Junior Livestock 
Show and captured the first prize in the 
Poland-China class. 

What is the result? Fifty-five busi
nessmen of Ortonville have signed an 
agreement to back the notes of boys and 
girls who wish to enter club work for the 
coming year and have not the money with 
which to buy animals. The boys and girls 
will be expected to pay back the borrowed· 
money just as they have paid back Mr. 
Fosburgh this year. Boys' and girls' club 
work is thus assured in Big Stone county 
for another year in spite of the lack of 
a county agent. 

AMONG OURSELVES 

ROE IS AFTER N. E. A. 
MEMBERSHIP HONORS 

Mi1mesota's editors would like to see 
the fine first prize, offered by the National 
Editorial association for the member 
bringing in the largest number of mem
berships, come to Minnesota. 

Herman Roe of the Northfield News 
is undertaking the job of going after the 
honors for this state. He is giving a 
good deal of thought to the matter. To 
win, however, and to bring the honors 
to Minnesota, he needs the co-operation 
of the "boys" of the state. 

Such co-operation is easy. It means 
that those wishing to enter as new mem
bers should send their names and ad
dresses to Mr. Roe at Northfield or else 
to H. C. Hotaling, Ryan Hotel, St. l'aul, 
instructing Mr. Hotaling to credit Mr. 
Roe with the membership. 

Renewal memberships also count in the 
contest, and editors renewing their mem
berships may do so either through Mr. 
Roe or through Mr. Hotaling, crediting 
Mr. Roe, in order that memberships may 
be bunched and bring the "pirate's chest" 
to the Gopher state. 

STOVE COMPANY WILL 
CO-OPERATE WITH ADS 

While always a strong believer in na
tional advertising, it has not been until 
recently that the Round Oak Stove com
pany has been thoroughly e110ugh sold on 
the value of the small town newspaper to. 
assist in the running of the dealer's ad
vertisements.. In the past they were will
ing to furnish cuts and copy, but the cost 
was borne entirely by the dealer. They 
now have an attractive co-operative plan, 
and in a recent speech before the Adver
tising Club of Minneapolis, Edward G. 
vVeir, advertising manager of the com
pany, said that the newspaper was the 
streak that runs through the minds of the 
community and is "the greatest advertis
ing medium known." Continuing he said: 

"There is an old saying to the effect 
that if you live in the heart of the wil
derness and make a better mousetrap than 
anyone else, people will make a beaten 
path to your door. 

"That is a colossal lie. 1£ you made 
the best mousetrap that could be imagined, 
or the best anything else, and lived in the 
heart of the wilderness, unless you went 
out and broadcast the fact that you made 
that thing, no one would ever even break 
a twig in the dense underbrush about your 
hovel. 

"Several thousands of years ago Solo
mon said, 'Gain wisdom as wisdom gains 
understanding.' Wisdom, he meant, is a 
personal knowledge of the rules of living. 
But, you know, there is such a thing as 
an educated fool, a man who can reel off 
formulas and rules forever, but who can
not apply them. Understanding, Solomon 
meant, is the ability to take the things 
that you know an cl apply them practically. 

"That is the basic principle of good 
business. 

"You can have the best and clearest 
wisdom about how your business works, 
what goes into your products, just what 
the overhead is, and every other phase of 
the business' operation. but you must ap
ply your wisdom to bring your profits. 
You must apply your wisdom through ad
vertising." 

EDITORS IN SEVENTH 
FOR FIELD SECRETARY 

The Seventh District Editorial associa
tion at its meeting in Clara City Novem
ber 6-7 declared in very positive terms in 
favor of the employment of a field secre
tary by the Minnesota Editorial associa
tion. The resolution passed by the sev
enth district editors, bearing on this point, 
said: 

The time has come for concerted 
action on this matter in order that the 
next state meeting may see its accom
plishment. 
Another resolution expressed the indebt

edness of the association to C. Burges, 
editor of the Clara City Herald, and Mrs. 
Burges, as well as to the people of Clara. 
City, who united in the entertainment of 
the visitors. The administration of Gov. 
Theodore Christianson, a member of the 
association, was approved, and congratu
lations were extended to Gunnar B. Bjorn
son on his appointment to the state tax 
commission. 

The officers for the succeeding year are 
Mr. Burges, president; J. L. Jacobs of 
the Dawson Sentinel, vice president; M. 
J. McGowan of the Appleton Press, sec
retary; E. E. Howard of the Eaton Ga
zette, treasurer. 

The outstanding feature of the .meeting 
was a banquet served in the high school 
gymnasium. At this banquet J. R. Landy 
was toastmaster and the principal speaker 
was Carl W. Jones, general manager of 
the Minneapolis Journal. Mr .. Jones said 
that every good newspaper performed 
three major functions, printed news, print
ed editorials, and printed advertisements; 
that its news was fair at1.d uncolored, that 
its editorials expressed honest convictions, 
that its advertisements were honest and 
truthful. A newspaper, said Mr. Jones, 
had to have character. Character was that 
which won respect from readers whether 
or not they agreed with the editorial ex
pressions .of the paper. 

Other speakers on the program were: 
E. E. Howard, of the Wheaton Gazette, 
on "The Seventh District and Its Edi
tors"; K. Valdimar Bjornson, of the Min
neota Mascot, on "The Newspaper Game"; 
J. E. Mallory, of the Dassel Dispatch, 
on "How It Is Done"; M. J. McGowan, 
of the Appleton Press, on "Breaks and 
Babblings"; J. C. Morrison, of the Mor
ris Tribune, on "The Merchant and Ad
vertising"; and W. P. Kirkwood, of Uni
versity Farm, St. Paul, on "What Are 
We Here For." 

Very interesting features of the pro
gram were songs by the Montevideo Male 
quartet, numbers by the St. Clara pa
rochial school, and a vocal solo by Miss 
Dorothy Schulte of Clara City. Rev. C. 
Bauer offered the invocation and J. H. 
Yock, president of the Clara City village 
council, extended a formal welcome to 
the editors. 

The summer meeting of the association 
will be held at Lake Washington near 
Dassel on the invitation of J. E. Mallory, 
publisher of the Dassel Dispatch. 

N. E. A. Judges Chosen 

Names of judges who will make the 
decisions in the better newspaper contest 
of the National Editorial association have 
been announced by Frank 0. Edgecombe, 
president of the association and editor and 
publisher of the Geneva (Neb.) Signal. 
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