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?FRUIT GROVVERS1 LETTER 

By Leonard B. Hertz, Extension Horticulturist March 1970 

TWO FRUIT MEETINGS IN MARCH 

Tree fruit growers will meet on March 23, registration starting at 9 a.m., 
in the Student Center at the University of Minnesota St. Paul Campus. Highlighting 
the program will be discussions of "What's New in Insect Control" by Dr. Charles 
Koval, from the University of Wisconsin and "The Pesticide Situation," by Dr. James 
Butcher, Michigan State University. 

Small fruit growers will meet on March 24, registration starting at 9 a.m., 
in the Student Center of the University of Minnesota St. Paul Campus. Disease, in
sect, and weed control problems of strawberries and raspberries will be discussed. 

Full day programs for 
ranged, so plan to attend. 
might not get a notice. 

both tree fruit and small fruit growers have been ar
Remind your neighboring growers of the meetings, they 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

THE COMING DECADE 

The following copy is from a talk by Richard V. Thornton, executive vice 
president, National Council of Agricultural Employers, Washington, D.C. He ad
dressed the annual meeting of the Minnesota Fruit Growers Association and Wiscon~in 
Apple and Horticultural Council in St. Paul in January 1970. The views expressed 
are those of Mr. Thornton and not necessarily those of the Agricultural Extension 
Service or the University of Minnesota. 

"The 1970's will be a crucial time for agriculture. It will also be one of the 
most ihteresting as our entire method of growing and harvesting crops as we know it, 
will probably be completely changed. Some of the major reasons for these changes 
will be employer-employee relationships, mechanization and legislation. 

"It might be appropriate to briefly review the farm labor work force of the 
past five years. When the foreign worker program was terminated in 1965, it left 
throughout the United States a large void of farm workers. It was up to the farmers 
of the country to recruit new workers and to generally improve their working condi
tions. In almost every state of the Union, the positive recruitment of domestic 
workers was accelerated and intensified. Wages were increased, housing was improved 
throughout the country and many new workers were brought into agriculture. In gen
eral, farmers throughout the country did that which was necessary in recruitment 
training, housing and wages to harvest the crop. ' 
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"However, in spite of these improved conditions, the farm work force today is 
steadily declining. Government figures show that in 1965, there were 350,000 
workers in the migrant stream. In 1968, there were only 225,000 and it can be an
ticipated in 1969, this figure will be even less. While the need for hand labor 
is being reduced by new farming practices and new farm machinery, the reduction in 
the work force is greater than the reduction in the need for the worker. 

"There are several factors responsible: One of them is the normal attrition 
of the older farm workers. In no area of the country is there an appreciable in
crease of new young farm workers. 

"Another factor is the many programs of the Federal Government designed to 
retain the agricultural worker out of agriculture. We have heard the names, 
"Operation Mainstream," "New Careers," "Work Incentive Programs," "Job Opportuni
ties," etc. The labor available to agriculture at the time of harvest is frequently 
the poorest on the market and these are the very persons to whom these programs are 
directed. It would appear that the efforts of the Federal programs to lift the farm 
worker out of agriculture are having their effect. 

"Another factor is mechanization. Great strides have been made in the past 
few years in this area, but, generally speaking, perishable fruits and vegetables 
intended for the fresh market have not adapted themselves to mechanization. For 
the most part, it is only those crops destined for the processor, where an unblem
ished appearance is not a prime requirement, that mechanization has been success
ful. The bruising of the fruit and the necessity of two or more pickings have 
slowed down the feasibility of the mechanical harvester for the fresh market. The 
individual worker who can make a determination as to whether or not a particular 
fruit or vegetable should be picked today and then harvest that commodity without 
damage, is still needed. 

"Experiments are still going on throughout the country and in all our univer
sities in almost every commodity. I recently attended a colloquium on agricultural 
labor at Michigan State University. We were told that they are experimenting with 
apple trees planted 43,560 to an acre. In other words, an apple tree planted every 
square foot. They anticipate getting three to five apples per tree, all to be 
cultivated and harvested mechanically. 

"On the legislative scene, efforts have been redoubled to place farmers under 
some restrictive legislation. Senate Bill 8, which would place agriculture under 
the National Labor Relations Act, has been introduced every year for the past eight 
or nine years. In the previous session of Congress it was defeated by a small mar
gin. The Bill went through the Senate Labor Committee, passed the Senate and was 
referred to the House where it was bottled-up in the Rules Committee. In this 
Committee, the deciding vote was made by one of the very few friends to agriculture 
in Congress. 

"Hearings have been held in 1969 on this same bill. Secretary of Labor, George 
Schultz, testified urging that there ~e some legislation concerning farm labor dis
putes, and recommended a thirty-day cooling off period with a fact-finding panel 
being set up by the Department of Agriculture. The United Farm Workers have pro
posed, and their position is supported by the National Council of Churches, that 
agriculture be included under the National Labor Relations Act, but with certain 
amendments which would exempt them from the restrictions now in the National Labor 
Relations Act, on organizational picket lines, secondary boycotts, State right-to
work laws and other Union restrictions. 
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"Senator Murphy of California has introduced Senate Bill 2203, entitled the 
Consumer Agricultural Food Protection Act of 1969. Hearings on this Bill opened 
on January 20th and many farm groups testified in favor of this bill. It calls for 
the supervision of elections, secret ballots and for the Department of Agriculture 
to mediate disputes. 

"It is anticipated that there will be some legislation concerning agricultural 
labor disputes. The only question being as to the effective date of such legisla
tion. At the present time, it appears doubtful that legislation will be passed by 
the 9lst Congress, but it will no doubt, be reintroduced in future sessions. 

"There are other attacks on agriculture. There are several bills in Congress 
which would drastically restrict the use of greencard workers in the United States. 
Now, it may be that you do not use many greencarders, but, if their use is re
stricted in other parts of the country, it will necessarily decrease the supply of 
labor in your area. Labor in the U. S. is like a large pool of water; any increase 
or decrease in its flow reflects in the level of the entire pool. 

"Another legislative force is the Senate Subcommittee on Migratory Labor, 
chairmanned by Senator Walter Mondale of Minnesota. Senator Mondale is an ardent 
supporter of unionism in agriculture and his subcommittee has had many hearings 
this past summer on the helplessness of the farm workers. He intends to hold addi
tional hearings in this session of Congress on all aspects of the migrants and their 
way of life. While these hearings are not in connection with any specific bill be
fore Congress, it can be anticipated that legislation will be written and intro
duced in an effort to correct, as Senator Mondale calls it, the helplessness of 
the farm worker. 

"Unionization of Agriculture is still in progress. We are all familiar with 
the table grape boycott in California and we know that the grape growers in that 
area have been hurt by the boycott. They have fought a valiant battle for the 
past four years and how much longer they can hold out against the Union remains to 
be seen. But, the Union efforts have not been confined solely to California. 
There have been organizational efforts in Michigan, Iowa, Ohio and many other 
states. The Unions have poured a great sum of money into the organizational effort 
of agriculture, and I for one, think that efforts to organize agriculture are going 
to be with us for a long time. In the past ten years, there have been many such 
attempts, but, they have all been unsuccessful. The current movement by the 
United Farm Workers has so far been the most successful, the best financed and 
the best organized effort. 

"Now, as to the role of the National Council of Agricultural Employers in this 
picture. The NCAE was formed in 1964 when a group of us were in Washington trying 
to get an extension of Public Law 78. There were approximately 80 to 100 organi
zations from many states here for the same purpose, all working toward the same 
end, but going in different directions. There was no coordination between any of 
the groups. The NCAE was formed to coordinate the activities of the various states 
in Washington, D.C. 

"Our basic objectives are to encourage the establishment and maintenance of 
conditions so that there will be an adequate supply of farm labor in the United 
States, to provide a forum, so that the agricultural interests of the states may 
mutually express their view and opinions and to improve the image of the agri
cultural employer. 
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"We watch every bill that comes through Congress and scrutinize it to deter
mine whether or not it affects the interests of the agricultural employer. We 
present to the individual Congressmen and Senators the position of agricultural 
employers and prepare statements for presentation before the appropriate committees. 
I have found that the effectiveness of a lobbying organization is in direct propor
tion to the amount of shoe leather expended and therefore, considerable time is 
spent visiting our legislators and their administrative assistants in their offices, 
going over with them matters of importance to agricultural employers. 

"We maintain liaison with the U. S. Department of Agriculture, Justice, Immi
gration and other appropriate agencies. 

"In the current administration, our relations with the Department of Labor 
have shown a marked improvement over those of the past. Secretary of Labor Schultz 
and his staff have shown interest in agricultural matters and have been willing to 
listen to our problems. Periodic meetings are held with the Secretary of Labor 
to achieve the maximum level of understanding on national agricultural matters. 

"Another of our functions is to make sure that in the event foreign supplemen
tal labor is needed, there will be a ready, workable and practical system to secure 
foreign workers at critical times. In my opinion, the foreign worker program is 
going to be more important in the future. In 1969, all over the country, worker 
shortages appeared which had not been there in previous years. The supply of 
domestic farm workers is diminishing and I believe they can only be replaced by 
foreign workers. Last year, there was an increased use of Canadian workers in the 
northern part of the country. The use of British West Indian workers increased on 
the eastern seaboard by approximately 12 percent. With a normal crop this year, 
and the decrease in domestic workers available, the use of foreign workers will be 
accelerated. At the present time, the NCAE is preparing several suggested modi
fications to the Secretary of Labor's criteria for foreign workers. This will 
include a reconnnendation for a formula to determine any future adverse effect 
wage rates. 

"We all know that the population is expected to increase drastically in the 
next ten years. This will mean that the total consumption of farm products will 
increase. International trade patterns will change, due to the changing production 
and consumption patterns of foreign countries. Increasing population, increasing 
income, increasing wages, plus changing consumer tastes, will have a significant 
affect on U. S. agriculture. As always in the past, the American farmer can and 
will meet this challenge." 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Issued in furtherance of cooperative extension work in agriculture and home econom
ics, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. Roland H. Abraham, Director of Agricultural Extension Service, 
University of Minnesota, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101. 
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