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Be Ready for Winter Weather 

Planning for weather emergencies 
before they arise can often prevent 
many losses. Even slight drops in pro
duction can be costly. Preparations 
for emergencies can· make caring for 
the poultry flock much more pleasant 
during bad weather. It's also good in
surance against losses. 

Standby generating equipment makes it possible to keep 
much of the electrical equipment on poultry farms operating 
during power failures. A standby generator must be checked 
regularly to make sure that it will function properly if an emer
gency should occur. The manufacturer's operating and main
tenance instructions should be followed so that the unit will 
always be ready for use. It is easy to put off necessary attention 
to standby units and alarm devices as long as things are going 
smoothly. But by doing so you may not have the proper warn
ing and protection when it is needed. Be sure your generating 
equipment and alarm devices will work when you need them
make periodic tests to be sure. 

Winter storms may also disrupt feed deliveries. You and 
your feed supplier should make plans to assure an adequate feed 
supply; drifting snow and icing conditions can isolate farms 
3-4 days at a time. If a feed supplier's normal delivery schedules 
are upset and there are backup demands, it may be impossible 
for him to resume deliveries immediately. If you don't let your 
flock's feed drop below a 3-4 day supply, you should get through 
most emergencies. This will a llow time for other arrangements 
if isolation is prolonged . 

Poultry Industry Meetings 

Upper Midwest poultrymen should circle February 4, 5, 
and 6, 1975, dates of the annual Midwest Poultry Federation 
Convention at the Radi sson Hotel, Minneapolis. Federation 
officers and committees are active with behind-the-scenes work 
planning the convention . 

Many egg industry members have attended prior Midwest 
Conventions which have been planned to provide an all-industry 
show for the entire poultry industry of the Upper Midwest. 
Mark your calendar now and plan to join other midwest poultry
men in the educational sessions, business meetings, exh ibits, 
and socia l events. 

Other meeting dates: 

January 17-18 PEIA Marketing & Management Conference 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
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January b~tern Egg & Poultry Association, 

February 4-6 

February 26-
March 1 

Egg Outlook 

Atlanta, Georgia 
PEIA Poultry Products Quality Control School 
Chicago, Ill inois 
Pacific Egg & Poultry Association 
Anaheim, California 

The following information is from the December 17 
Poultry Survey Committee Report. Prices used in the report are 
based on USDA published statistical series. 

Prices for New York, large white eggs, at wholesale are ex
pected to average 64 cents a dozen in 1975: 6 cents above the 
preceding 12 months. Feed costs in the first 6 months will aver
age at least 5 cents a dozen higher than a year earlier. With nor
mal planting and growing weather in 1975, feed costs will likely 
decline in the last half, and be below year earlier levels in the 
last qua rter. 

Egg prices in the first quarter of 1975 will probably aver
age 66 cents a dozen: about 2 cents below a year earlier. In the 
second quarter, these prices are likely to average 57 cents: 11 
cents above the same period of 1974. Third quarter prices are 
expected to average 66 cents: up 10 cents from that quarter of 
1974. In the last quarter of 1975, large egg prices will be 68 
cents: up 5 cents from the same quarter of a year earlier. 

The U.S. laying flock on January 1, 1975 will total about 
280 million birds: down 15 million from a year earlier. Egg 
production in 1975 will average 4 percent below 1974, with a 
sl ightly larger decrease in the second and third quarters. 

The egg-type chick hatch in the first half of 1975 is ex
pected to be 3 percent higher than during the comparable period 
of 1974. 

Energy Conservation 

We have faced the energy crisis for the past year and are 
likely to feel the pinch for some time. Even though we may have 
enough energy to meet minimal needs, the price we pay for all 
our sources of energy is cert ainly going to be higher. So whether 
we are faced with shortages during an energy crisis, or higher 
prices for energy in the long run, checking our operations to see 
where we might reduce our energy needs makes sense. 

There are several possible ways poultrymen can reduce 
energy consumption. Not all possibilities are feasible in every 
operation, one measure alone may not save much, but by analyz
ing energy uses, you may effect savings and reduce your opera
tion costs. 

Most Minnesota poultry buildings are quite well insulated . 
To conserve heat, make periodic checks of the insulation and va
por barrier material and repair any holes and tears that have oc
curred in these materials . Close up holes and cracks in walls and 
around doors and windows. 



Ventilate to control moisture and ammonia buildup, but 
avoid undue loss of heat and excess use of electricity to operate 
fans. The present high cost of energy in both feed and fuel en
courages good managers to analyze how savings can be made, 
and to take advantage of the heat produced by the birds. Since 
the bird uses some of the feed it consumes to keep warm, if the 
house is already warm, the chicken will eat less feed than one 
maintained in a layer house at a cool temperature. Most poultry 
houses are over ventilated in winter, perhaps due to past empha
sis on good air and freedom from ammonia odor. But with 
higher prices for both feed and energy,.we may have to sacrifice 
a little in air quality to take advantage of the savings that can be 
achieved by higher house temperatures with lower resulting 
energy and feed costs. Reports have been made of saving over 
7 pounds of feed per bird per year by keeping houses in the 
75°F. instead of 650F. degree range. Evaluate your housing 
situation with a view to making energy savings without sacrific
ing too much in air quality. 

Some suggested savings in brooding have been made by 
moving brooders away from sidewalls and endwalls to reduce 
heat loss. Sheets of polyethylene hung from the ceiling, ex
tending within 2-3 feet of the floor surrounding the brooding 
area can also reduce heat loss during the early brooding period. 
Air movement to the ventilation system can't be blocked how
ever. Brood the maximum number of chicks that each brooder 
can handle consistent with good management. Clustering 
brooders in 3's and 4's and using one brooder guard per cluster 
can increase capacity slightly. With good housing facilities and 
proper ventilation control, brooding temperatures can be lower. 
Research has shown that in controlled environmental houses, 
chicks started at 88°F. actually grew faster and had better feed 
utilization than birds started at 95°F. But flocks brooded at 
lower temperatures require more management to prevent stress 
and to see that birds don't eat excessively to maintain body 
temperature. With high feed prices, any gains in fuel conserva
tion might be eaten up by higher feed costs. 

Keep chicks comfortable and maintain enough ventilation 
to keep litter dry. Be especially watchful of the watering system. 
Keep valves and troughs properly adjusted to prevent leaks and 
spillage. Otherwise, extra heat will be needed to evaporate the 
moisture from these sources. Be sure operating parts of brooding 
equipment are properly cleaned, maintained, and adjusted. 
Faulty thermostats can be a source of fuel waste. An energy 
conservation program demands more critical management . More 
time will have to be spent in the house to adjust fan running 
times and house temperatures in an effort to reduce feed and 
brooding costs. 

Lights in the laying house are one of the major sources of 
electrical use. One-half foot candle of light at the feed trough 
level is adequate to support good egg production. Many produ
cers have gone to 25-watt bulbs with satisfactory results. Keep
ing bulbs clean and replacing burned out bulbs become more im
portant as light levels decrease. Lights in work and egg rooms 
should be turned off when not in use. Operate your egg room 
cooler in a 55°-60°F. range. 

We all can save energy by sharpening management practices 
and adopting conservation measures . Hopefully supplies will be 
adequate to meet production needs. As costs of energy sources 
increase, savings in production costs will also be realized by these 
conservation measures. 

Issued in furtherance of cooperative extension work in agricul
ture and home economics, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in 
cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Roland 
H. Abraham, Director of Agricultural Extension Service, Univer
sity of Minnesota, St. Paul, Minnesota 55108. We offer our pro
grams and facilities to all people without regard to race, creed, 
color, sex, or national origin. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 

Agricultural Extension Service 
Institute of Agriculture 
University of Minnesota 

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 

Roland H . Abraham, Director 

Cooperative Agricultural Extension Work 
Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

2.2M 12-74 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

1111111 ~II ~~1 11111 1 ~11111~1 11~ 11 111 111~ 11111 ~Ill ~Ill ~1 11 111 11~1! 111111 
3 1951 003 722278 N 

POSTAGE AND FEES PAID 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 

AGRICULTURE 
AGR 101 U.S.MAJL 


	119
	120

