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Egg Outlook 

This information is from the Octo
ber 4, 1974 Poultry Survey Committee 
Report. The committee, sponsored by 
the American Feed Manufacturers Asso
ciation, is composed of University econ
omists working with the poultry indus
try. Economists from industry and 
USDA serve ex officio. Prices in the re
port are based on USDA statistical series . 

New York, USDA, wholesale prices for fancy large white 
eggs are expected to average 63 cents a dozen in the year begin
ning October 1, 1974, 4 cents above the preceding 12 months. 
During October-December 1974, prices are expected to average 
65 cents a dozen, 2 cents under the same quarter of 1973. 

In the first quarter of 1975, these prices are likely to aver
age 66 cents a dozen, 2 cent's under January-March 1974. During 
April-June 1975, prices are expected to average 57 cents a doz
en, up 11 cents from the same months of 1974. Prices in July
September 1975, will probably average 64 cents, 8 cents a doz
en above the third quarter of 1974. 

Egg production is expected to stay below year earlier 
levels throughout the 12 months. Feed costs during the October 
197 4 to September 1975 year are expected to average 5 cents 
a dozen above the preceding 12 months. 

The hatch of egg-type chicks in the first half of 1975 is 
expected to be 3 percent above the same months of 1974. The 
national egg laying flock is likely to total 282 million birds on 
January 1, 1975, down 4 percent from a year earlier. This will 
include about 20 million broiler breeder birds . 

Vacant Laying Houses 

From time to time egg producers are faced with the de
cision of what to do if a laying house is to be left empty. In 
addition to depreciation of building and equipment, some fixed 
costs continue while the building is idle . In a few weeks empty 
cages and unused equipment rust and deteriorate . When cages a are refilled with pullets there may be a problem with rust marks 

W' on the eggs from the rusty cage bottoms . Yet there are times 
when for one reason or another the building owner is faced 
with an unoccupied building for an extended time. The follow
ing suggestions to reduce building and equipment damage when 
without a flock are taken from the July 1974 Ohio Poultry 
Pointers. 
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Poultry houses and equipment not in use can deteriorate 
faster than when in use . Metal equipment, particularly cage 
bottoms and feed troughs, tends to rust. Some building lining 
materials and rigid insulation will buckle or pull loose . Corro
sion of electric outlets and accumulation of sediment in water 
lines is common . 

Damage stems primarily from two sources: ammonia 
fumes and moisture condensation . Poultry manure left in the 
building emits ammonia fumes and corrodes metals. Moisture 
condensation, from fluctuating temperatures within the building, 
contributes to rust and corrosion. 

These influences can be countered by manure removal as 
soon as the birds are shipped. All dust should be swept or 
blown from the walls and equipment. Feed remaining in bins, 
lines, and troughs should be removed. Feed , like dust, will pick 
up condensed moisture and produce corrosion on surfaces it 
contacts. 

If cages will be left empty for more than two months, the 
bottoms should be sprayed with kerosene to prevent rusting . 
A knapsack sprayer can be used and the inside of the feed trough 
misted at the same time. When the house is returned to service, 
the oil film will not harm birds. 

Moisture damage can be reduced by keeping the ventila
tion system partially operating. One or two fans can be set so 
they provide some air exchange. Keeping the building open so 
that only slight temperature differences occur between the in
side and outside air will help keep the house dry. 

Understanding the Metric System 

The United States is the only major nation not using the 
metric system. U.S. scientists and engineers have used the metric 
system for many years, even thcugh everyday measurements 
are not on the metric system. With more extensive use of metric 
measurements, more research articles and popular reports dealing 
with poultry science are expressed in metric terms. A little in
formation about metric measurements may help you understand 
the system. 

An advantage to using the metric system is that it is based 
on decimals (powers of 10). You will find some of the following 
prefixes used to describe the size of the base unit. 

Names and symbols for metric prefixes 
E!:Jt.flA. Svmbol 
mega M 
kilo k 
hecto h 
deca da 
deci d 
centi 
mi Iii 
micro 

c 
m 

J.J 

Means 
One million times 
One thousand times 
One hundred times 
Ten times 
One tenth of 
One hundredth of 
One thousandth of 
One millionth of 
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You might find poultry house temperatures measured in 
degrees Celsius (°C.), feed ingredients measured in grams or 
kilograms, or housing densities expressed in square centimeters. 
Conversion tabres to the metric system and vice versa are print
ed in many reference books. If you have no such reference, 
ask your county extension agent for Extension Folder 294, 
Met rics in the Kitchen, which has a comparison table for switch
ing from one system to the other. 

In years to come we will probably be converting all U.S. 
measurements to the metric system. In the meantime if you 
read articles containing metric measurements, develop the abil
ity to convert the units to our more customary measurements 
so that you have a better understanding of the information pre
sented. 

Rodent Control 

Rats and mice may be causing considerable loss on your 
farm. A rat will eat more than 50 pounds of grain a year, and 
frequently contaminates and wastes 10 times as much as is 
eaten. Rodents often carry diseases and parasites which may 
involve your flock. They can also seriously damage buildings 
and equipment. Check your operation to minimize these losses . 

Rodents often migrate from the outdoors to barns and 
poultry buildings in the fall. It has been said that if you never 
see rats, but see some signs of their presence, you may have 
from 1 to 100 rats. If rats are seen occasionally at night you 
may have from 100 to 500. If they are seen every night and 
occasionally during the day, the total may range from 500 to 
1,000 or more . 

First check the rat proofing of your building . Most mod
ern poultry operations are quite readily rat-proofed. Check to 
see that there are no spaces around doors and openings where 
rodents can enter . Keep doors closed except when in use. 
Keeping the area around the foundation mowed and free from 
accumulations of trash and other material will provide little 
opportunity for rodents to hide and nest. 

Rod ent populations can be kept to a minimum with a 
bait control program . A bait station supplied with fresh bait in e 
a couple of locations in your house will be sufficient to control 
small rodent populations. Follow the instructions tor the best 
results with the type of bait being used. Remember that many 
baits are not of the immediately letha l type, but require several 
meals over a short period of time tor the blood thinning action 
t hat kills the rat to take effect. Therefore, keeping fresh supplies 
of bait available is important . Be sure to keep the bait sheltered 
from other animals and poultry. 

A good cat often controls the rodent population in the 
poultry house . Whatever system is used, take time now to eval· 
uate the success of your procedures to reduce losses from ro
dent populations. A combinat ion of rodent proofing, good 
housekeeping, and a method of eliminating those that do get 
in the house is needed to rid your premises of rodents. 

Calendar of Industry Events 

Dec. 4 -5 - North Dakota Poultry Industries Conference, Fargo 

Dec . 5-6 - Poultry & Egg Institute of America Marketing Con-
ference, Chicago 

Feb . 5-7 - Midwest Poultry Federation, Minneapolis 

The information given in this publication is for educational pur
poses only. Reference to commercia l products or trade names 
is made with the understanding that no discrimination is intend
ed and no endorsement by t he Minnesota Agricultural Extension 
Service is implied . 
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