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EGG OUTLOOK 

This information is from 
the October 2, 1973 Poultry Sur
vey Committee Report. The 
committee, sponsored by the 
American Feed Manufacturers 
Association, is composed of University economists working 
with the poultry industry, and has economists from industry 
and USDA serving ex officio. Prices in the report are based 
on USDA statistical series. 

New York, USDA, wholesale prices for fancy large white 
eggs are expected to average 56 cents a dozen in the year be
ginning October 1, 1973, 2 cents above the preceding 12 
months. During October-December 1973, prices are expected 
to average 65 cents a dozen, 22 cents above the same quarter 
of 1972. 

In the first quarter of 1974, these prices will likely av
erage 59 cents a dozen, 9 cents above January-March 1973. 
During April-June 1974, prices are expected to average 49 
cents a dozen, down 3 cents from the same months of 1973. 
Prices in July-September 1974 will probably average 51 cents, 
19 cents a dozen below the third quarter of this year. 

Egg production will continue below year-ago levels un
til early 1974. During the first quarter of 1974, production 
will begin to exceed 1973 levels and continue that way through
out the year. 

Feed costs during the October 1973-September 1974 
year are expected to average about the same as in the preced
ing 12 months. However, during the October 1973-March 
1974 period, feed prices will be above a year earlier, but in 
the April-September 1974 period, feed prices will be lower 
than in the same months of 1973. 

The hatch of egg-type chicks in the first half of 1974 
is expected to be 5 to 1 O percent above the same months of 
1973. The national egg laying flock is likely to total 301 
million on January 1, 1974, about the same as a year earlier. 
This would include about 21 million broiler breeder birds, 
slightly fewer than in early 1973. In 1974, the numbers of 
egg-type hens, relative to a year earlier, will be increasing, 
whereas in 1973, numbers were decreasing. 

The Corporate Farming Act passed by the 1973 Minne
sota Legislature became effective May 20, 1973. This act 
( 1) regulates the entry of corporations into farming, (2) re
stricts the rate at which corporations now engaged in farming 
can acquire additional agricultural land, and (3) requires an
nual reports of every corporation farming in Minnesota. 

Some Minnesota poultry farming operations are orga 
nized on a corporate basis. If you wish more information on 
the provisions of this legislation, request a copy of "Some 
Questions and Answers About the 1973 Minnesota Corporate 
Farming Act," Extension Special Report No. 44 from your 
county extension agent or the Bulletin Room, University of 
Minnesota, St. Paul 55101. 

MIDWEST POUL TRY FEDERATION 

Upper Midwest poultrymen might circle February 6,7, 
and 8, 1974, dates of the annual Midwest Poultry Federation 
Convention at the Minneapolis Auditorium. Committees are 
working on the convention program and the federation officers 
are active with behind-the-scenes work planning the 1974 con
vention. 

Many egg industry members attended the first two Mid
west Poultry Federation Conventions which were planned to 
provide an all-industry show for the entire poultry industry of 
the Upper Midwest. Mark your calendar now and plan to at · 
tend, together with other Midwest poultrymen, the educational 
sessions, business meetings, exhibits, and social events. 

VETERINARY LABORATORY FEE 

Effective October 1, 1973, a user's fee is being charged 
at the University of Minnesota's Veterinary Diagnostic Labora· 
tory. It is intended to supplement funds appropriated for 
laboratory services, according to University veterinary officials. 

Some services such as specimens submitted for rabies 
examination, serological testing for brucellosis, and specimens 
submitted to the laboratory by state and federal veterinarians 
for examinations related to regulatory disease control such as 
cholera will still be available without a fee. 

In charging the fee, Minnesota officials are following the 
precedent set by laboratories in North and South Dakota, 
Iowa, and Wisconsin. The fee for each specimen or group of 
poultry with a disease problem to be diagnosed will be $10. 
On chicks less than 2 weeks old the fee is $7.50. 



EGG PROMOTIONAL ORDER 

Minnesota egg producers approved the Egg Promotional 
Order in a referendum October 1. Unofficial reports showed 
over 82 percent of the voters favoring the proposal. 

The Egg Promotion Advisory Board met in an official 
session October 4. The board decided to implement the 
check-off provisions on November 1, 1973. Processors will 
start deducting 1 /5 cent per dozen on all eggs bought from 
Minnesota flocks of 3,000 or more hens after that date. Pro
ducers who market their own eggs directly to stores or insti
tutions will be responsible for remitting directly on the sale 
of their eggs. Further information will be forwarded to pro
cessors and producers by the Minnesota Department of Agri
culture. 

The board selected Lloyd Stone of Madelia as a full
time manager to administer its activities. An office will be 
extablished in the Twin Cities area by November 1. The 
employment of the manager was effective October 15 and an 
announcement of the office location and phone will follow. 

EGG GRADING REGULATIONS 

Several amendments are being made to the USDA 
Voluntary Shell Egg Grading Regulations. These amendments 
were published in the Federal Register on September 26, 1973 
and become effective October 29, 1973. They eliminate air 
cell movement as a quality grading factor, make some adjust
ments in the tolerances in the consumer and procurement 
grades, define "nest-run eggs," and require equipment to re
duce excessive iron content in water used to wash eggs. The 
rule changes were proposed in an August 3 Federal Register 
announcement and com.ments received by the Department 
generally supported the proposed changes. 

"Nest-run eggs" were defined as eggs packed as they 
come from the production facilities without washing, sizing, 
and/or candling for quality, with the exception that some 

checks, dirties, or other obvious undergrades may have been 
removed at the time of gathering. 

The regulations have previously required a certification 
to the national office stating the water supply for each official A 
plant is drinkable. An analysis of the iron content was also W 
required. The amendment requires equipment be provided to 
correct the excess iron content in the wash water when an 
analysis shows iron content exceeding two parts per million . 

Air cell movement has been eliminated as a grading 
quality factor. Studies have shown that air cell movement 
is not indicative of egg quality. Eggs with free or bubbly air 
cells that were previously placed in B quality can now meet 
higher quality designations based solely on depth of air cell. 

Some changes in tolerances for both consumer and 
procurement grades have been made, recognizing the more 
rapid handling of eggs after lay with current industry practices 
and the increase in mechanization in egg handling. Check with 
your USDA Grader for the exact changes In these tolerances. 

PROCESSING PLANT DESIGN 

A recent USDA publication deals with development of 
guidelines for plant operators interested in modern and effi 
cient egg grading and packing plant layouts. Building specifi
cations and design drawings are included in this publication as 
well as nomographs for calculating space requirements for 
various plant functions. 

At the recent Egg Marketing Seminar, John Haaman 
and Jess Goble of the Agricultural Research Center, Beltsville, 
Maryland described their research for more efficient egg mar
keting operations and went through the steps in developing A 
an efficient layout for an egg grading and packaging operation.W 
If you are interested in a copy of the publication, Marketing 
Research Report 912, Shell Egg Processing Plant Design, write 
to John A. Haaman, Agricultural Marketing Research Institute, 
Agricultural Research Center, Beltsville, Maryland 20705. 
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