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Egg Outlook . 

The following information is from 
the Poultry Survey Committee report 
released December 12. The Committee is sponsored by the 
American Feed Manufacturers Association and is composed of 
University economists wor king with the poultry industry, with 
economists from industry and USDA serving ex officio. Prices 
used in the report are based on USDA published statistical series . 

Prices for New York, large white, wholesale eggs are ex
pected to average 42 cents a dozen in 1973, 7 cents above the 
preceding 12 months. Feed costs for the first 9 months of 1973 
will probably average 3 cents a dozen higher than in 1972. 
Other costs are expected to continue the longrun upward trend. 

Egg prices in the first quarter of 1973 will probably 
average 45 cents a dozen-about 13 cents above a year earlier. 
In the second quarter, these prices will likely average 37 cents-
7 cents above the same period of 1972. Third quarter prices 
are expected to average 43 cents a dozen-up 7 cents from that 
quarter of 1972. Jn the last quarter of 1973, large-egg prices 
will likely be 44 cents-2 to 3 cents above the same quarter a 
year earlier. 

The U. S. laying flock on January 1 is expected to be 
down about 6 percent from a year earlier. This decline, coupled 
with an increased rate of lay, is expected to result in about 4 
percent fewer eggs in the first quarter of 1973. However, egg 
production will reach year-earlier levels by the fourth quarter 
of 1973. 

The egg-type chick hatch in the first 6 months of 1973 
is expected to be about 7 percent above the same period of 
1972. 

Egg Pro motion 

A recent news release tells of the promotion of eggs on 
the program, EMPHASIS, every Thursday at 11 :30 a.m. This 
NBC radio program, featuring Graham Kerr as the Galloping 
Gourmet, gets the egg story out to a coast-to-coast audience . 

What better time of day to promote eggs than at 11: 30 
in the morning-the pre-lunch, pre-dinner-planning hour. Why 
not tune in and join this popular personality as he cracks eggs 
and jokes on EMPHASIS : THE GALLOPING GOURMET. 

Random Sample Test 

The Fifteenth Minnesota Random Sample Egg Production 
Test has recently been completed, is conducted in both floor 
pens and a cage unit at the Stillwater Prison Farm by the Min
nesota Department of Agriculture in cooperation with the 
Minnesota Department of Corrections. While concern has been 
expressed about the value of random sample test results, the 
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test does provide a comparison of the economic traits of stocks 
of chickens entered and evaluated under the conditions of the 
test . A study of the tests conducted over a period of years by 
the various testing agencies can provide the poultryman with de 
tailed information on the various characteristics measured . Cop
ies of the Fifteenth Minnesota Random Sample Egg Production 
Test report are available from the Poultry Division, Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture, 430 State Office Building, St . Paul, 
Minnesota 55155. 

Convention Reminder 

Calendars for the new year usually arrive during the holi 
day season. Circle the dates February 8, 9, and 10, on your 
1973 calendar and make your plans now to attend the second 
annual Midwest Poultry Federation Convention at the Minnea
polis auditorium . You will have an opportunity to view displays 
of new equipment and materials, attend educational sessions, 
and talk shop and socialize with other producers and industry 
members . 

U.S. Nest Run Grade for Shell Eggs 

Effective November 1 the USDA set standards for grade 
and weight on a new class of shell eggs, designated U.S. Nest 
Run. There had been widespread support for a standard cover
ing eggs of high quality as they are received at grading or pro
cessing plants direct from large production units. The new 
amendment to the shell egg grading regulations establishes 
standards for Nest Run eggs prior to washing, sizing, and grading . 
The purpose of the standards is to expedite trading by anticipat
ing the grade yield of such eggs prior to candling at the process
ing plant. 

Trading in ungraded farm run eggs had been established by 
Egg Clearinghouse Inc . prior to the adoption of U. S. standards 
and many dealers have traded in such eggs for many years where 
they have been confident of the source of the eggs . This earlier 
trading, however, did not have any official standard upon which 
to base yield and was therefore limited to lots from known 
production units, where gradeout was predictable. 

The new grade is set out in Title 7, Chapter 1, Part 56, 
published in the Federal Register, October 25, 1972. Specifica
tions for the grade are reproduced here for the information of 
producers and handlers who do not have copies of the original 
document: 

"U . S. Nest Run .... percent AA Quality" shall consist 
of eggs of current production of which at least 20 percent are 
AA quality ; and the actual percentage of AA quality eggs shall 
be stated in the grade name. Within the maximum of 15 percent 
which may be below A quality, not more than 10 percent may 
be B quality and C quality combined for shell texture, shape, 
interior quality (including blood and meat spots), or due to 
rusty or blackish appearing cage marks or bloodstains, not more 
than 2 percent may have adhering dirt or foreign material Y:i inch 
or larger in diameter on the shells, not more than 6 percent may 



be checks and not more than 3 percent may be loss. Marks 
which are slightly gray in appearance and adhering dirt or 
foreign material less than 1h inch in diameter on the shells are 
not considered quality factors. The eggs shall be officially grad
ed for all other quality factors. Table 1 summarizes the U. S. 
Nest Run Grade for Shell Eggs. 

The weight classes for the U.S. Nest Run Grade for 
Shell Eggs are: 

Weight classes 

Class XL 
Class 1 
Class 2 
Class 3 
Class 4 

Minimum average net weight 
on lot basis 30-dozen cases 

(Pounds) 

51 
48 
45 
42 
39 

No individual sample case may vary more than 2 pounds (plus 
or minus) from the lot average. 

Table 1. Summary of U. S. Nest Run Grade for Shell Eggs 

Maximum percentage tolerance permitted 
( 15% lot average) 1 

Nest Run grade 
description2 

U.S. Nest Run ... 
%AA quality5 

Minimum percentage of 
quality required (lot average) 1 

A.A quality3 A quality or better 

20 85 

B and C quality for shell 
texture or shape, interior 
quality (including blood 
and meat spots), or cage 
marks4 and blood stains 

10 

1 Substitution of eggs of higher qualities for lower specified qualities is permitted. 

Checks Loss 

6 3 

Adhering dirt or 
foreign material 1h 
inch or larger in 
diameter 

2 

2 Stains (other than rusty or blackish appearing cage marks or blood stains), and adhering dirt and foreign material on the shell less than Y, inch in 
diameter shall not be considered as quality factors in determining the grade designation. 

3 No case may contain less than 10 percent AA quality. 

4 Cage marks which are rusty or blackish in appearance shall be considered as quality factors. Marks which are slightly gray in appearance are not 
considered as qua I ity factors. 

5 The actual total percentage must be stated in the grade name. 
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