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Proper disposal of dead birds 
is a poorly handled detail on many 
poultry farms . Most poultrymen 
haven't equipped themselves to do 
the job conveniently . Just as in 
any other part of the poultry man
agement program, proper dead bird 
disposal takes money as well as 
time and effort. 

Prompt removal of dead birds 
is a part of any disease control 
program. A good disposal program 
minimizes odors and nuisances and 
prevents fly breeding on the carcasses. Good sani
tary practices are also necessary to maintain ac
ceptance of poultry flocks in the neighborhood and 
satisfy public health requirements. The restric
tions placed on poultry production facilities as we 
become more urbanized have of ten been due to the 
poultryman ' s failure to realize his operation may 
create a nuisance or undesirable condition for his 
neighbors . To comply with Minnesota law, birds 
dying from disease must be buried at least 3-feet 
deep, incinerated, or disposed of at a rendering 
plant . 

Dead birds should be removed from pens or 
cages as soon as noticed when the poultryman is 
feeding, gathering eggs, or checking the flock. If 
they aren't disposed of immediately, a tightly cov
ered container should be conveniently placed for 
temporary holding of the birds . A garbage can 
makes a good container for this purpose . These con
tainers should be emptied daily. Too frequently 
carcasses are seen in the entry area of the poul
try house where they are exposed to flies and can 
be carried off by dogs, cats, or wild animals. 

With the small farm flock , dead bird disposal 
isn't too great a problem. As flock sizes increase, 
the number of birds to be disposed of becomes 
quite large even under conditions of normal mortal
ity. Figuring a mortality rate of 1 percent per 
month, under normal conditions there would be about 
100 carcasses to dispose of monthly from a 10 ,000 
bird flock. Numbers could be even greater under 
disease outbreaks or other problems that cause 
unusually high losses. 

- D±rect burial of carcasses isn't a very satis
factory procedure. This method is inconvenient and 
carcasses are seldom buried deep enough to prevent 
their being dug up by dogs or other animals . Then, 
too, it isn't practical during much of the year in 
Minnesota due to frozen ground conditions. 

Don't put dead chickens in the manure pile. 
Even if they are covered, they will often be dug out 
by animals . When the manure is hauled to the field, 
the carcasses are exposed for pets or wild birds and 
animals to carry around the farm or neighborhood. 

Rendering Plant Disposal 

If a rendering plant in the locality will ac
cept poultry carcasses, construction of on-the-farm 
disposal facilities may be unnecessary . Pick-up 
schedules may be arranged for larger farms if vol
umes in an area are sufficient. Storage of carcasses 
in a freezer would work out quite well with this sys
tem . A home-type freezer could be conveniently 
placed and used to store carcasses until they could 
be picked up or delivered to a renderer. This freez
er could hold carcasses for a month or more even with 
a 10,000 bird flock. 

Disposal Pits 

A disposal pit is one of the simplest and con
venient facilities for on-the-farm dead bird dispos
al . It is inaccessible to other animals , if properly 
constructed , and can generally be built with equip
ment and materials on the farm. Ground water pollu
tion from the disposal pit is unlikely unless the sub
soil is sandy or porous, or the water table is high. 
Locations of domestic wells should always be consid
ered when placing a disposal facility of this type. 

Recommendations for pit size vary considerably. 
Mortality rate, size of birds , temperature, and 
water in the pit are variables that will influence 
how fast the pit will become filled. Should 
unusual mortality cause the pit to become full, it 
is best to dig a second pit. Allow time for the 
carcasses in the first pit to decompose and then use 
the two alternately. 



OllT 

·~·----- 6'----··· 8' 

Recommendations for pit volumes range from 
about 50 to 100 cubic feet per 1,000 hens to get 
a usable life of a number of years from the pit. 
A flock from 3,000 to 5,000 birds can normally be 
taken care of with a hole 6 x 6 feet and 8 feet 
deep. In some soils it won't be necessary to 
line the hole. To prevent cave-ins, the pit can 
be lined with planks treated to resist decay. 
Space planks 2 inches apart to allow for seepage. 
Concrete blocks can also be used for sidewalls. 

Cover the pit with two layers of treated 2-inch 
boards, laying the second layer crosswise to the 
first. The cover should extend at least a foot 
beyond the edges of the pit. Four inches of 
reinforced concrete also makes a satisfactory cover. 
The cover must be constructed to support unexpected 
loads, such as trucks and tractors. A 10- or 12-

inch tile, or an old milk can with the bottom c~c 
out placed over an opening in the center of the 
cover makes a convenient access to the pit. Both 
can be covered tightly. They are about the ~ 

right size to accept the birds, yet small enough ~ 
so it's almost impossible for a child to fall 
through the opening. Cover the pit with at 
least a foot of dirt so only the opening is 
exposed. 

Don't use lime in the pit. Most digesters 
and enzymes have been shown in practice to be of 
little value. In this type of pit, decomposition 
is very slow, yet it is fast enough to handle normal 
losses. 

Incinerators 

A good incinerator is an excellent means of 
disposal of dead birds, especially for larger 
size flocks. The carcasses must be completely 
burned to the ash state. Many of the barrels and 
homemade incinerating devices being used on farms 
don't do a proper job. They leave a smoldering 
mess of partly consumed carcasses and are a 
source of unpleasant odors and fly problems. 

Commercial incinerators may cost from $200 
to $400. Homemade units can usually be made for 
less, especially if a used burner unit can be 
obtained. Units may be fired with LP gas or 
fuel oil. Dead birds should be cremated daily 
to avoid overloading the firebox. Properly ~ 
designed and operated incinerators produce a min- 'llllllllll' 
imum of smoke and odor. 
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