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Three rats will eat 
as much feed as 1 hen 
and will contaminate and 
destroy 10 times as 
much feed as they eat . 
The contamination of 
feed could have even more economic im
portance to the poultry industry because 
rats can carry disease as well as para
sites. Rats can quickly contaminate a 
11 clean11 building . It is estimated that 
they can carry 35 or more diseases to 
man and animals . They carry 18 dif 
ferent species of lice, mites, ticks, 
and fleas; however, most of these are 
highly host- specific and cannot survive 
on poultry . 

Ra ts begin to breed when they are 
3 to 4 months old. They will br eed 6 to 
10 times a year with an average of 7 to 
8 rats to a litter. Since one pair of 
rats could have 350 million descendants 
in 3 years, it is important to eliminate 
even the last pair . 

Habits 

S ince a farm is a natural store
house of food for rats, a farm is a 
natural p l ace for them to make their 
home and it is a constant fight to keep 
them under control. A little know
ledge of what the rat wants will help to 
discourage him and cause him to move 
on. He likes a safe home - - a burrow 
under a floor, a pile of lumber or rub
bish, or a nest between the walls. A 
rat usually is quiet during the day and 
comes out to eat and drink after dark. 
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A poultry house with a dirt floor can 
provide a rat with an ideal home. He 
can live in his hole in the daytime, com e 
out at night, and eat and drink all he 
wants unmolested. What better con
ditions could he wish for? 

Signs of Ra ts 

Usually the presence of rats is easy 
to detect: ( 1) Dr op into your laying 
house after the lights have been out and 
turn on the lights. If you see 1 rat you 
have from 1 to 100 in your laying house. 
If you see several it is a good possibil
ity you have 500 or more. (2) Look for 
their droppings in the feeders and in the 
feed room; droppings are 3/8 to 1/2 
inch in length, oval, and shiny black. 
(3) Look for footprints in the feed . 
(4) Look for signs of gnawing in corners 
to find a hiding place. (5) Look for signs 
of burrows in the ground near the food 
supply or under your egg room. 

Control 

Most poultry houses make ideal 
homes for rats. There is plenty of food 
and water, and plenty of plac es to hide, 
relax, and multiply . 

So the first requirement for control 
is a ratproof building, not a difficult 
requirement if a poultry hous e has a con 
crete foundation and tight doors and win
dows. Pole sheds are much more dif
ficult to ratproof. One suggestion is to 
dig a 12 by 12-inch trench next to your 
treated planks and fill it with 3/ 4-inch 
gravel. The gravel should be 2 to 3 
inches higher than ground level so that 
the topsoil will not wash over it and 
filter into cavities between the stones. 
Rats find it impossible to dig in gravel to 
gain entrance into the building. All 



doors must be tight and kept closed, 
even when the building is empty. Never 
leave an empty building wide open, if 
you do you are invi ting company. 

The second most important con
trol measure is to keep your farm
stead neat and clean so that it will not 
harbor rats. Keeping the grass cut 
will discourage rats from staying. 

The third point in r at control is 
the need for a poison control program, 
e spe cially in the fall of the year . Rats 
seem to migrate more in fall than any 
other time. It is ve ry imp o rtant to be 
on the lookout for infiltration of rats in 
October and November . Dur ing fall 
months it is ve ry important to main
tain a feeding and water stati on with 
poison for rats both inside and outside 
your poultry house . Make it conve nient 
for them to eat and drink before they 

SEPTEMBER POULTRY MEETINGS 

Area poultry meetings a re scheduled for I :00 to 
3:00 p . m . as follows: 20, Rochester, Holiday Inn; 2 1, 
Sleepy Eye, Orchid lnn;--22 , Marshall, Minnesota Ca:I'e; 
23, Thief Rive r Falls, Court House; 24, St. Cloud, Moose 
Rall (Waite Park on Highway 52). -

Speakers include Dr. B. S. Pomeroy, College of 
Veterinary Medicine, University of Minnesota, St. Paul; 
Roy Carlson, Director, Division of Poultry, State De
partment of Agriculture, St. Paul; Lloyd Stone, execu
tive secretary, Hatchery and Poultry Association, 
Madelia; and Robert W . Berg. 

Main topics of discussion will be Management of 
Ready-to -Lay Pullets , Diseases in the Laying House, 
Egg Marketing, and 1 eeds for Your Association. There 
will be a 45-minute quesion-and-answer period. The 
program is free, including coffee at the end of the 
meeting. 
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get into your house· Keep a small fresh 
supply of bait out for them. Check bait 
daily to keep it fresh and the supply al 
ways present. 

The anticoagulant baits give good 
control but they are not lethal with one 
meal. The r at must have seve ral meals 
in a sequence before he is killed . There
fore the intermittent feeding of this bait 
is of no value . You must keep a constant 
supply out for the rats to eat. 

Other poisons are available and very 
effective . Be sure that you read the la
bel so you know what kind of bait you 
have and be sure that it is used properly. 

A bait station is merely a box with 
an opening in each end just big enough to 
let the rats in with ample room for them 
to eat and drink easily, as shown in the 
diagram . An outside station should be 
weatherproof so that it will keep the bait 
dry in rainy weather . 

A well-managed bait station can save 
yo u feed and help prevent the spread of 
many diseases to your laying flock . 
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Bait station with poisoned water and dry bait. 
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