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Soiled eggs are both unattractive to the 
consumer and more susceptible to spoilage 
than clean eggs. As a result , soiled eggs 
are bought from producers at a discount. 
Thus, to realize maximum returns, only 
clean eggs can be marketed. 

The most efficient method of minimiz-
g problems created by soiled eggs is to 

produce as high a percentage of nest-clean 
eggs as possible. Even under the most ideal 
management system, however, there will 
be some soiled eggs . 

Until recently almost all egg cleaning 
was done on the farm. Within the last year 
in-plant washing of eggs {under the regula 
tion of the Minnesota Department of Agri
culture ) has increased in importance. There 
are currently 20 to 3 0 Minnesota buyers 
washing eggs on their premises . The large 
volume of eggs handled by these plants and 
the ease of automatically coupling washing 
and grading operations have minimized the 
cost of in-plant egg cleaning. Charges for 
washing typically run from 1/2 to 1 cent 
per dozen or 15 to 3 0 cents per case. 

Many producers find that it is advan
tageous to have their eggs washed in the 
plant. To d etermine if in-plant washing 
can benefit you, make a cost comparison. 
The cost of washing eggs on the farm in-

'udes: ( 1) depreciation of e quipment; (2 ) 
-_t}eration and maintenance of equipment; 
(3) labor. 

A comparison of these costs, which 
vary from farm to f arm, with the in-pl ant 
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washing charge will help you decide which 
method is better. 

Labor is probably the most important 
single cost involved in on-the-farm egg 
cleaning and is the cost most frequently 
overlooked by producers. Perhaps the 
easiest way to evaluate labor cos t s is to 
consider what you could do with time now 
spent in cleaning eggs . 

If labor freed by having eggs washed in 
the plant can be profitably utilized for other 
tasks on the farm, in-plant washing may be 
of benefit to you. For example, this time 
might be used to increase the number of 
daily collections of eggs. This could lower 
the number of dirty eggs and help maintain 
the internal quality of eggs by reducing 
time of exposure to laying house conditions . 
Or this free time might enable you to look 
after more birds and hence increase re
turns through increased volume. 

Furthermore, keep in mind that in
plant washing offers increased assurance 
that eggs will °J?e washed properly and ef
ficiently. Improper cleaning methods often 
furnish the conditions needed for bacteria 
on soiled eggs to penetrate the shell and 
cause off-odors or spoilage. 

Note that some buyers require pro
ducers to oil eggs before delivering them 
to the plant for washing and grading. Other 
buyers, however, do not want eggs oiled 
before washing. 

R ecent research indicates that oiling 
eggs held for a week prior to cleaning has 
little or no effect on ease of cleaning soiled 
eggs. Heavily soiled eggs tend to show 
slight stains after cleaning regardless of 
oil treatment . However, oiling eggs to be 
held for a week before cleaning does help 
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maintain internal quality. If eggs are not to 
be oiled on the farm prior to in-plant wash
ing , you should deliver eggs to the plant 
two or three times a week . 

Contact your egg buyer to determine 
his policy regarding oiling of eggs before 
delivery to the plant for washing. 

Whether you find in-plant or on-the 
farm washing advantageous, remember 
that production of nest-clean eggs is still 
the easiest way to avoid problems created 
by soiled eggs . Egg washing, whether done 
on the farm or in the p l ant, is no substitute 
for good management. 

Information Available 

For further information on cleaning 
soiled eggs write to Robert W. Berg, Ex
tension Specialist, Institute of Agriculture, 
University of Minnesota, St. Pau l , Minne
sota 55101. Ask for Poultry Husbandry 
Fact Sheet No. 1, 11 Cleaning Soiled Eggs. 11 

IN THIS ISSUE ... In-Plant Egg Wash
ing 

IMPORTANT NEWS 

Do not use any chlorinated hydrocar
bons around poultry farms. Contaminated 
birds and eggs are subject to seizure by 
the Pure Food and Drug Administration. 
There is no provision for payment of birds 
or eggs condemned for human consumption. 

EGG COOKING CONTEST 

Now is the time to encourage your 
friends and neighbors to enter the National 
Egg Cooking Contest . Talk it up to encour
age these people to eat more eggs in des
.serts and main dishes. Wouldn 1 t it be 
exciting if you or someone you encouraged 
to enter won an area contest? Be sure to 
follow the rules, especially these four, 
which were overlooked by many last year: 
( 1) print or type recipe on one side of 
paper; ( 2) each recipe needs an entry blank. 
Entry blanks are available from your Horne 
Agent, hatchery, or egg processor; (3 ) the 
recipe requires at least one egg per serv
ing; (4 ) contest closes April 1, 196 4. 
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