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Note to the Adult Helper 

~ ach youth who participates in this series of 
11.::1 achievement level-based activities is 
encouraged to recruit one or more helpers to assist 
with the learning. These helpers may be family 
members or friends, project leaders or older youth in the 
project. 

As an adult helper you have an important role to play. 
Your involvement will often determine how successful 
the youth is in gaining a better understanding of rabbits, 
and more importantly, a better understanding of himself 
or herself. Your interest in the youth, your enthusiasm 
and your ability to ask thought-provoking questions are 
vital. You will also want to be available to help the youth 
select goals, find resources, practice presentations and 
evaluate progress. You will need to date and initial each 
activity as the youth completes it on pages 4 and 5. 

Each activity in the manual has several parts: a brief 
description of the activity and the skills emphasized, 
follow-up questions, suggestions for additional activities 
and needed helpful information. Each activity is 
designed so the young person has an opportunity to 
learn by doing, before being told or shown how. Your 
challenge is to "sit on your hands" while the young 
person explores the activity and learns from the experi
ence, even when it doesn't work the way it's expected to. 
You can help with the learning most effectively by 
listening as the young person considers the questions 
and draws conclusions. At times the activity may call for 
you to be a resource person for content or ideas. 

Another publication in this series, Guide to Youth 
Group Activit ies, provides additional learn-by-doing 
activities that can be adapted to the family, the class
room, 4-H project groups, clubs or other groups. This 
A Jump Ahead manual is the second in a series of 
three for youth , which includes Achievement Level l • 
Hop to It! , Achievement level 2- A Jump Ahead, 

and Achievement level 3 - l:e:a:p:s:a:n:d:B:o:u:n:d:s:·----------
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Having Fun with the Activities ................................ -
... re you ready to learn more about 
t.i.J rabbits? That's what A Jump 
Ahead is all about. As you do the activi
ties, you may need more information than 
is in this book. Some of the fun and 
learning will be finding out about new 
ideas and places to go for information. 
You'll want to: 

e Write to the American Rabbit Breeders 
Association 

e Talk to other people including local 
rabbit club members 

e Check the glossary and resources 
pages 

e Go to the library and extension office 
e Use 4-H rabbit resource manuals 

Where else might you go for 
information and help? 

ave you noticed how learning is easier ... and 
more fun ... when you try new skills for yourself? 

Each activity asks you to do something. You'll be 
surprised at the many interesting and fun things you'll 
learn. Don't be afraid to jump right in. And don't give up 
if the activity doesn't work out the first time. You're still 
learning, right? The most important thing is to try. 
Once you try, then think and talk about what happened 
or didn't happen, and why. 

Each activity has questions to help you learn and then 
use what you learned in new ways. Write your answers 
and notes right in this book. A journal at the end of 
most chapters gives you more space for special notes. 

The activities will help you learn a lot about rabbits ... 
and about yourself, too! Many of the things you'll learn 
are skills you'll use all your life. 

Some of them are: 

2 

• speaking 
• writing 
• working with other people 
• making decisions 
• taking risks 
• managing your time and resources 
• being responsible 
• getting to know your family members 

in new ways 

You'll learn more 
if you work with 
someone else. 
Choose an adult helper, 
project leader, family 
member or friend who 
can talk about Ideas 
with you, watch your 
demonstrations and 
make learning more fun. 
Your adult helper can 
also approve your activi
ties as you complete 
them. When you have 
completed at least 20 
activities successfully, 
you have passed 
Rabbit Achievement 
Program Level 2 and 
can move on to 
Level3! 

\ 

\ 
I 



Rabbit 
Achievement Program 
Level Two 

our Rabbit Achievement 
Program Level 2 is fun and 

exciting, but you will need help from 
an adult leader or older teen for many 
of the activities. This person will also 
record your successes by initialing 
your activities on pages 4 and 5 as 
you complete them. Write the name 
of your adult helper here: 

You may work through this book at 
your own speed. Some young people 
will complete Achievement Program -
Level 2 in one year. Others will take 
two or three years to finish. 

Now the fun begins! To pass Rabbit 
Achievement Program Level 2, you 
will need to successfully complete at 
least 20 of the Achievement Program 
Choices on pages 4 and 5. The 20 you 
complete must include the number of 
required topics in each of the four 
chapters. For example, under the life 
skill chapter "Learning to Learn," you 

My Goals 

Name ______________________ __ 

h' I would like to do in my 
What is the most important t mg 
rabbit project this year? 

bers and letters of the 
Here are the Life Skill Chapte~ num e g 1 a 3c etc) . If I 
activities I p~an to campi~~:~~~ i':~~~d ·0 ~ thi;d y~ar, I can 
will be workmg on mtyt~r beginning of each year. 
write in new goals a e 

will complete three of the four topics. --.--.-~---~ 
Except for those that are required, 
you may do any of the remaining 
options to complete the minimum 
of 20 necessary to pass Level 2. 

-.....; 
( 

Check off your achievement program 

1 
choices, then fill in your goal sheet. 

/_ As you finish each of your choices, 
meet with your helper to show and 
discuss what you have done. The 
helper will record your successes. 

I 

, 
'\ / 

I 
\ ....- ',.. 

Sample Learning Experiences 
Here are a few of the things you can do in your rabbit 
project. Look for them in the activities, or write them in 
as you plan your own activities on pages 4-5. 

0 Demonstrations 
0 Illustrated Talks 
0 Write a Want Ad 
0 County Rabbit Judging 
0 Project Meetings 
0 Video Presentations 
0 Make Posters 
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0 Quiz Bowls 
0 Speeches 
0 Field Trips 
0 Rabbit Shows 
0 Tours 
0 Rabbit Clinics 
0 Skillathons 

·""' 



Rabbit Achieve~nent Progra1n ·Level 2 

tnse the 11 1 Chooseu column to check the activities you want to complete this year. 
~Put the numbers and letters of the activities on your 11 My Goals 11 chart on page 3. 
If you wish, you can add your own activities or change these to fit your own situation. 
Have your parent or adult helper initial and date each activity as you complete it. 

Talking to Others! 

Required: Complete the Activity and Talking It Over sections of at 
least 2M of theJwQ topics (a·b) In this chapter. 

I I Achievement Program Choices Choose Old 

a. An Animal Career - Is it For Me? 
Date Initials 

b. Have Rabbit - Will Travel 
Date Initials 

Optional: Complete any of the following. 

c. Exhibit one or more rabbits at a 
youth or adult rabbit show. Talk to 
your adult helper about what you 
learned. 
Date Initials 

d. Give an illustrated talk on control-
ling internal and external parasites 
of rabbits. 
Date Initials 

e. Make a list of places you can 
contact to find information about 
rabbits. Share it with your friends. 
Date Initials 

f. Participate in a rabbit judging 
contest. 
Date Initials 

g. Determine and describe how to 
best care for kits who have lost 
their mothers. 
Date Initials 

h. Correctly use each of the words in 
the Glossary in a spoken sentence. 
Answer any of the questions your 
helper may ask. 
Date Initials 
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2 Getting it Together! 

Required: Complete the Activity and Talking It Over sections of at 
least tw2 of theJbru topics (a-c) In this chapter. 

I 
Choose Old 

Achievement Program Choices 

a. Kits are Coming! 
Date _____ Initials __ _ 

b. Baby Boom! 
Date _____ Initials __ _ 

c. Tattoo Time 
Date. _____ Initials __ _ 

Optional: Complete any of the following. 

d. Make a list of the responsibilities 
you have involving your rabbitry. 
Share it with your adult helper. 
Date Initials 

e. Write your own activity here. 

Date Initials 

f. Make a list of the activities you are 
involved with in school , at home, in 
your community and with your 
rabbits. Decide how much time you 
need to spend with each. You may 
need to work with an adult helper. 
Date Initials 

g. List and explain all the possible 
uses and markets for rabbits and 
rabbit products in your area. 
Date Initials 
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Decisions, Decisions! 

Required: Complete the Activity and Talking It Over sections of 
at least 2n.e. of the twQ topics (a·b) In this chapter. 

I 
Choose Old Achievement Program Choices 

a. You be the Judge 
Date. _____ lnltlals __ _ 

b. Rabbits Have Class 
Date. _____ Initials __ _ 

Optional: Complete any of the following. 

c. Make a list of difficult decisions 
you've had to make. Choose one 
and write a paragraph about how 
you made the decision. 
Date Initials 

d. Hold a mini rabbit-judging contest 
with two or three friends. Compare 
your placings. 
Date Initials 

e. Attend a rabbit show and compare 
your placing with those of the 
official judge. 
Date Initials 

f. Write your own activity here. 

Date Initials 

g. List some decisions you will have 
to make concerning your rabbit 
project in the next six months. 
Decide how they will affect you. 
Date Initials 

h. Decide the difference between the 
following 11typeS 11 of rabbits: full-
arched type, semi-arched breeds, 
short coupled-compact type, con-
ventional type and snaky type. 
Date Initials 
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4 Learning to Learn! 

Required: Complete the Activity and Talking It Over sections of 
at least 1b.ru of the.!QJ.u: topics (a·d) In this chapter. 

I 
Choose Old Achievement Program Choices 

a. The Fabulous Five 
Date _____ Initials __ _ 

b. Checkin' Out the Chow 
Date _____ Initials __ _ 

c. Rx for Rabbits 
Date Initials __ _ 

d. How Does Your Rabbit Grow? 
Date. _____ Initials __ _ 

Optional: Complete any of the following. 

e. Make a chart that shows different 
ways you can learn more about 
rabbits. Display it at a group 
meeting. 
Date Initials 

f. Create a three-month growth chart 
for yourself and one for your rabbit. 
Write a short paragraph explaining 
each of them. 
Date Initials 

g. Find out the different ways germs 
can be spread from one rabbit to 
another. Give an illustrated talk to 
your group. 
Date Initials 

h. Invite a pharmacist to give a pre-
sentation to your group on different 
medicines, how medicines are 
safely used and pharmacy careers. 
Date Initials 

i. Write your own activity here. 

Date Initials 

j. Determine the sex of five young 
rabbits and demonstrate how to tell 
if a doe is pregnant. 
Date Initials 



tT1 ere's a handy spot for you to write notes and 
u.J special things about your Rabbit Achievement 

Program Level 2. 

Things I did best in my project 

The most surprising thing I \earned 

Ways my rabbit p · my life reJect helped me in other parts of 

The hardest part of the proiect 

\he best times with my friends 

lhings I want to \earn more about 

A great thing I did with my adult helper 

Project Review 
Once you complete your chosen activities for the 
year, write a one-page story about what you 
learned in your project. Then have your parent or 
adult helper review your project accomplishments 
with you. Date Initials __ _ 

\ ...-
,/ 

Depending on your group, you could receive a 
special award if you complete the Achievement 
Program on pages 4 and 5. 

6 
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' 
r:1 ommunication ... We do it everyday . 
.:.l it is a big part of our lives and one of 
the ways we learn about new things. But 
to learn new things, we need to communi
cate in ways that let us clearly understand 
each other. It's not always easyl 

Think about how you communicate now. 
Is communication easy for you, or does it 
seem hard? Are you a good speaker? 
Do people easily understand things you're 
telling them? Are you a good listener, a 
person who pays careful attention to what 
you hear? Do you ask questions when 
you don't understand things or want to 
know more? Asking questions is a great 
help in communication. It clears up 
confusion and shows your interest in 
learning more about a person or subject. 
It can build good feelings between people, 
too. 

Asking questions and talking to others will 
help you learn many new and exciting 
things in your rabbit project. The more 
you talk, listen and ask, the more you 
learn and the better your communication 
skills become! 

Talking it over 
What are some ways communication 
helps you learn about people? 

What are some ways good communica
tion helps us get along with others? 

Sometimes people misunderstand what you are trying 
to say. What are some things you can do to get your 
messages across clearly? 

Why might you be afraid to ask someone a question? 
Does how the person looks make a difference? 

Make a list of the emotions you feel when you are 
preparing to talk in front of a group. What things might 
you do to help manage these feelings? 

More challenges 
I. • Make a list of questions that you could use to find 

out about a person you just met. 
Date Initials __ 

2. Talk to experienced speakers and find out what 
they do to calm down when they are nervous. 
Share their tips with your group. 

Date Initials __ 
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An Anintal Career ... Is it for Me? 

The activity 

Think about it •.• 
Have you thought about a career you might want 
to have? Now is·i:l good time to find out which 
careers interest you and how you will need to 
prepare for them. Notice the kinds of things you 
enjoy doing most as you work on your rabbit 
projects. Discovering what you enjoy is a clue 
that can help you when you select a career. Does 
your interest in animals lead you to possible 
careers in marketing? Production? Sales? 
Communications? Farming? Research? Other 
areas? One good way to find out more about 
careers is to talk with people who are doing what 
you might want to do. 

Interview Notes 
rT1 ow could you learn more about an 
~animal career through communica
tion? Talk to at least three people 
involved in animal-related careers. 

Name: ____________________________ ___ 

Career/Job:-------------------------

Ask them questions such as those 
below. Check the questions you 
might want to use. 

D Why did you choose your 
present career or job? 

D What do you like best about 
the job? What do you like 
least? 

D What people in other jobs or 
careers do you work with? 

D How did you get the training 
needed for your job? 

D How is your job changing? 

D Add some questions you'd 
ask. List them below. 

-
' .... ......., 

' / ,, I 

:t tl\i~ht 
1\\(e a 

co.ree( 
worKin~ 

w\th ' 
an\m~\5 · 

/ 

Jot highlights of your talks with the people 
you interview. Use more paper if you need 
more space. 

Date 

8 
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Talking it over 
What did you do to prepare for the interviews? 

What kinds of interview questions 
got the best answers? 

Interview members of your family or 
relatives about their careers. Ask 
them how and why they chose their 
careers. 

Date. ____ Initials __ 

z. Talk to a school counselor 
about how you can prepare 
for a career in two or three 
different areas. 

Date ____ Initials __ 

3. Arrange for two or three speak
ers to come to a career night 
and talk with your group about 
their careers. 

Date ____ Initials __ 

..-- -- / " "" \I 
Date Initials 
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What makes a person easy to interview 
or communicate with? 

In what ways can interviewing people help 
make you a better communicator? 

Mycareerld 
Careers 1m· h eas 

l'k Ig t 
' e to do. How I can 

get there. 

/ 
I 

I 
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Have Rabbit · Will Travel 

The activity 
~ ou may have from time to time a need for a 
... carrying case. Make a simple case of your 
own design or make one like the example below. 
Before you begin, make a list of what you will need 
to do in order. Have your adult helper or parent 
help you build the carrying case. Follow the dimen
sions carefully and be sure to make the right 
number of pieces. 

Date Initials. __ 

1.. Cut four pieces of 111 x 111 wire 1611 long 
and 1011 wide. (sides) 

2. Cut one piece of 1/2 11 x 111 wire 16 11 x 1611
• 

(bottom) 

3· Cut one piece of 111 X 111 wire au X 1611
• 

(compartment divider) 

4• Cut one piece of 111 x 111 wire 1au x 20 11
• (lid) 

5• Using J clips, make a square out of the four 
side pieces, attaching the pieces at the 1 0 11 

sides. Attach the 16 11 x 1611 piece 2 11 from the 
bottom. Attach the au X 1611 piece so it divides 
the compartment into two cages. 

6. To make the lid, cut out 2 11 square pieces of 
wire along one of the 20 11 sides. Now bend the 
wire up 2 11 on the three sides next to where the 
squares were cut out. Using J clips, attach the 
other side to the carrier. J-clip the area where 
the bent-up sides meet. 

Think about it ... 
Why not let the whole group or club share in the 
care of a rabbit? You can buy or build a umobile 
home 11 for a rabbit so each person can care for 
the rabbit for a few days. Each person should 
have a hutch or cage that the rabbit can be kept 
in. The carrying case is not big enough for the 
rabbit to live in. 

I 
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What I need 
0 Metal tray 16"x16"x 2" 
0 1"x 1" · Wire 

0 1 "x 1/2" Wire 
0 J clips 

0 J clip pliers 

0 Wire cutters 

0 hSprings and 
oaks 

I 
1/-,/ 
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What plans did you have to make 
in order to build a rabbit carrying box? 

How did you have to communicate with 
others in order to build a carrying box? 

Why is communication so important to the 
success of any group or shared project? 

' 
What things need to be carefully talked about before 
a rabbit is moved from one home to another? 

\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 
.. 

More --~-h-atJeQ:ge's 
• ,.~ • - : il' - ~ 

You'll need to be sure the rabbit is well cared for in 
every home it visits. Plan for those visits by working 
with an adult helper and others in your group to make 
an agreement on proper care of the rabbit. 

Date Initials. __ 

11 
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~ etting it together (planning and 
~ organizing) is more and more 
important as you get older and more 
involved in school activities, work and 
your community. You may find it is neces
sary for you to set aside a certain amount 
of time for your rabbits and use that time 
for them only. Otherwise, you may end up 
hurrying to finish a project and wind up not 
doing a very good job on it. 

Planning and organizing are especially 
important if your rabbitry is expanding. 
You need to plan what you will do 
with the kits (baby rabbits) that will soon 
be arriving. This section gives you ideas 
about how to prepare and what you can 
do if you find yourself with too many 

J.+ I plan my 
school worK I'll ha.ve 
~e fime for" 

-the rabbits! 

What are some things that you can plan? Make a list. 

rabbits. 

..--,/ 
,..--- - ........ ...--._ / 

~~ '/ ------------------------------~~ 
\ "' ~- ... / 

Talking it over 
What new responsibilities will you have as 
your rabbitry grows? 

What activities are you involved with now 
in your school and community? 

How much time do you spend on these 
activities? 

' 
'... ' / 

What things can you do to help a parent 
plan and organize? Ask! 

What are some things you can't plan, but you 
may need to adjust for? 

1. Ask a parent what things he or she plans and 
how the planning is done. 

Date Initials. __ 

Plan and set up a weekly schedule for yourself. 
Be sure to put in time to relax! 

Date Initials. __ 
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Kits are Coining! 

. \ S\{\\\~ 
~to\ec 

\,.\\e S\{\\\~ 

\' 

The activity 
... fter careful planning and determining the 
~correct dimensions, build a nest box. 

Here is a drawing of just one kind 
and size of nest box. 

rz'' ? ~1'1" 

t 
r1'' 

~ 
~ zo ,, ~ 

Date Initials 

Describe how you planned the building 
of your nest box. 

tt, 

' "" 

Think about it ... 
It is necessary to provide a nest box for your doe 
before she gives birth. A nest box keeps the kits 
dry, protects them from extremely hot and cold 
weather and hides them from predators. 

Nest boxes require careful planning. The size of 
the nest box is important and should be built with 
the size of the doe in mind. You will want to talk 
to an experienced rabbit breeder, check the 
library or write to the A. A.B.A. (see page 14) 
for more information. 

Plan a~g draw yo~n own idea here. 
ow the d•mensions . 

13 

What are some other plans you have made 
for your newborn kits? 

" ' 



Talking it over 

What kinds of planning do you do by 
yourself, without help from others? 

X. You may get information about building a nest 
box by writing to: 

American Rabbit 
Breeders Association 

Box426 
Bloomington, IL 61702 

Use the space at right to draft your letter. 

Date Initials __ 

2. You finished your nest box! But is it complete? 
How about bedding material? Why do you 
need bedding material? How do you decide 
what makes a good bedding material? Talk to 
others and find out! Who can you ask for 
more information? What information can your 
county extension agent share? List at least 
five materials that can be used for nest box 
bedding. 

Date ____ lnltlala __ 

Nest Box Bedding 

Ox. 
Dz. 
03. 
04. 
Ds. 
Check your choice. Why did you choose it? 

Date Initials 

What kinds of planning does a parent 
help you do? 

~ do-; can have four or 
f1ve litters a year. _ --

14 



Baby Boo1n! 

The activity 
~ ive a talk to your youth group or adult helper 
~about rabbit kindling and planning for the 
responsibilities it places on you. Before you give 
your talk, you may want to talk to a rabbit breeder 
to get more information. Answer some of the 
questions below in your talk. Check the ones you 
will use. Add some of your own. 

D What do kits look like when they are born? 

D What kind of care does a doe give her kits? 

D What should the average size (number) 
of a litter be? How many teats does a doe 
have for nursing? What might you need to 
do to care for kits if a litter is too large? 

D When are kits weaned? 

D How many litters can a doe have each year? 

D When should the nest box be 
removed from the cage? 

D What special kinds of care does the rabbit 
breeder need to give the doe and her kits? 

D----------.~ 

--
15 

Think about it ... 
Kindling means giving birth in rabbit terms. New 
born rabbits (kits) are born 28 - 32 days after the 
doe is bred. You will have extra responsibilities 
when the new kits arrive. The new kits will mostly 
depend on their mother for their care. But~ 
depends on you for her care! 

Use this space to outline your talk. 

A rabbit 
kit's eyes 
open when 
it is about 
ten days old. 



Talking it over 

Talk with a parent. What new responsibilities does 
a parent of a new baby have to plan for? 

...---- -...... ..... /---

What responsibilities do you already ", 
have in your life? ' 

'v--,_ 

More challenges 
1. Make a display or poster showing the things 

you learned about rabbit kindling. 

Date lnltlala. __ 

\ 

Why is planning and being responsible important 
for someone your age? 

What happens when people don't carry through 
their responsibilities with rabbits? With other 
people? 

\ 
\ 

\/ ---....... ....... ~- .............. ~--
.... -

2. Complete the following rabbit quiz. How can 
you find any answers you may not know? 

1. Aabbittgestation (pregnancy period) is 
- o_days. 

~~~c~e:b~~t should be put in the doe's 
mated. - days after the doe has 

Baby rabbits are called ---
4. Female adult rabbits are called 

---
5. During kindling a doe . . 

than usual Sh h may be th1rst1er 
water she ~ant~ s(C~uf~ be given all the 

· Ire e your answer.) 

True False 

Date lnltlala __ 
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Tattoo Ti1ne 

The activity 
~ ith an adult, get the things listed below and 
"' practice tattooing on a cloth rabbit or piece 
of cardboard. You will want to plan a system of 
identification that will help you keep track of your 
rabbits. Check off the things you have. Circle 
the things to get. 

You will need: 

\ 
\ 

D tattoo pliers 

D Vaseline 

, D paper towels 

D cotton swab 

D tattoo box or towel 

D tattoo numbers and letters 

D tattoo ink 

D cardboard or cloth ears --D alcohol ~ 

\ Date Initials __ 

\/ 

Great realistic rabbit model patterns ior a 
cloth rabbit are available irom: 

Minnesota Extension Service 
University of Minnesota 

3 coffey Hall 
1420 Eckles Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55108 

Think about it . ~ . 
Why is it important for a rabbit to have a tattoo? 
Not only does it help you tell which rabbit is 
which, it is necessary for keeping records and 
showing a rabbit. You tattoo the left ear because 
the American Rabbit Breeders Association 
registration number goes in the right ear. A 
tattoo can have up to five letters or numbers that 
are used to identify a rabbit. The best time to 
tattoo a rabbit is when it is about eight weeks old 
and ready to be weaned. 

Steps tot 
0 attooing 

~. Put numbers 
t~ttoo Pliers. (:.11or letters in the 
a so be used) attoo needle 0 . may 

~. Tattoo a · 
first to m:'ece of card boar 
Want it to ke sure it says Whd otr Paper 0 · a YOU 

3. Put the rabbit . 
someone h m a tattoo b 
With ears e Old the rabbit in ox or have 

0 xposed. a towet 
4. Cl 

ean the rabbit' 

0 swab soaked in ~ceo~ ~ith a cotton 
s. c o. 

arefuJJy tattoo t 
tatto? Pliers. Be he lett ear With th 
Posstble. as gentle as e 

06. Rub tatt · 
holes oo tnk into the Punct 0 · ure 

7. Rub a small 
amount of V 
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into th aseline 
th e tattoo ar 

en Wipe th ea, 
clean. e area 

Example of a badly placed tattoo (left) 
and a well placed tattoo (right). '-.... 



• -.0-J'. -- - • --

Talking it over 
What were some of the most difficult things about 
tattooing a rabbit? 

What system of identification did you decide to 
use for your rabbit? 

Why is planning and organizing important in 
tattooing a live rabbit? 

Why is planning and organizing important in doing your 
homework? Planning a meal? Playing a sport? Taking a trip? 

-- ......... --- ~-
,,. , 

More challenges 
Build your own tattoo box with help from an adult. You will need 
to find some plans. The A. A.B.A. may have some details on 
plans. See page 14 for the address. 

Date Initials __ 

Here's a side view of a tattooing box. The spring-type holders 
tacked to the lower side of the movable floor hold the rabbit firmly 
toward the top of the box. A movable cross partition holds the rabbit 
toward the front. Blocks of wood on each side hold the rabbit's 
head in the center of the hole at the top of the box. 
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"' aking decisions is an important part 
W.l of life. It's often hard to do, but the 
more information you have, the easier it 
usually becomes to make the right 
decision. 

When you make a decision, you often 
have to compare, then decide what is 
best. In this section, you will be making 
some important decisions in judging your 
rabbits and selecting the best animals. 

Talking it over 
What are some difficult decisions you 
have had to make in the past month? 

How can learning about a situation make 
decision-making easier? 

How can learning to make decisions about 
rabbits help you to make decisions in your 
own life, too? 

I CArH shw.J a.t 
-the fo.ir and go 
+o -fhe game ~-t- 1 
-the same -f i me ! · 

:I'/[ hAVe -to 
decide! 

What decisions do you make every day? What decisions 
are hard for you to make? \ 

How can a parent or other adult help you make 
decisions? 

Discuss ways of making decisions with your group 
--------------"""'7"~ members and an adult helper. How might one person 

alone make decisions? How might two people? 
How might a large group? 

Date Initials __ 
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You be the Judge! 

n 0 complete this activity 
U three steps are required: 

1.. Using the four rabbits shown here, 
determine in which order you would place 
the rabbits using the criteria listed at right 
from the Satin Standard of Perfection. 

2. Fill out the oral reasons note card on 
page 22 for the class and use it to 
practice presenting if necessary. 

3• Orally present your reasons to 
your home helper. I 

/' 

Rabbit 1 Rabbit% 

~ ~ 
0 d 

Rabbit 3 Rabbit 4 

& ~ 
d d 

Illustrations courtesy of Cooperative Extension Service, 
University of Arizona, College of Agriculture. 

Think about it . • • 
Judging and giving your reasons to others not 
only helps you select rabbits, but is an excellent 
way to practice making decisions. In order to be 
a good judge and decision-maker, you need to 
know the situation or the purpose of the items 
being judged; the standards or criteria to judge 
against; and be able to carefully observe, 
compare and finally decide. 

Satin Standard of Perfection 
Rabbit Rabbit Rabbit Rabbit 

1 2 :J 4 
Body Type 

a. Compact body 
with depth and 
width that 
balance, tapering 
slightly from the 
hindquarters to 
the shoulders. 

b. Very plump and 
full over and 
around the hips. 

c. Size of head, ears 
and bone in 
proportion to the 
general composi
tion for proper 
balance. 

d. Firm, meaty 
saddle carried as 
full and meaty as 
possible to nape 
of neck. Meaty 
over ribs and 
shoulders. 

Head 
Well shaped, well 
filled face and 
jaws, set on a 
short neck. 

Ears 

20 

Carried erect and 
well together, 
strong at base, 
rounded tips. Well 
furred. 

' \ 



Talking it over 
Placing a class of four rabbits involves making 
choices by making comparisons. What are ex
amples of other things you compared and made 
decisions about today? 

When you need to purchase things like school 
supplies, (clothes, sports equipment, etc.) how do 
you decide which ones to buy? 

More challenges 
I. Figuring your score. In a judging contest with 

four animals in a class, the judge will an
nounce the placing for the class (eg. 1-2-3-4) 
and the "cuts " or differences between animals 
in each pair (eg. 3-2-4). The larger the cut 
number (from 1-8 points) the more differences. 
The total of the three cut numbers cannot 
exceed 15. Given the following see if you can 
figure what your score out of the 50 possible 
points would be. 

Your placing 3 - 2 - 1 - 4 

omcial placing 1 - 2 - 3 - 4 

Cuts 

1. Did I place 1 over 2? No - Lose 3 pts. 
2. Did I place 1 over 3? 
3. Did I place 1 over 4? 

No - Lose 3 pts + 2pts 
Yes - Lose 0 pts. 

4. Did I place 2 over 3? 
5. Did I place 2 over 4? 
6. Did I place 3 over 4? 

Total Lost 
My Score 

No - Lose 2 pts. 
Yes- Lose 0 pts. 
Yes - Lose 0 pts. 

10 pts. 
50 - 1 0 = 40 pts. 

21 

Discuss with your helper what you found easiest 
and hardest about writing reasons. 

How can thinking through reasons help you make 
your own decisions in school or at home? 

What did presenting reasons orally teach you? 

2. Attend a rabbit show. Decide how you would 
place the rabbits. Then compare your placings 
with those of the official judge. 

Date. ____ Initials, __ 

3• Organize a rabbit judging mini-contest for 
your club or family. Encourage everyone to 
give oral reasons at least once. 

Date. ____ Initials. __ 

4. Video yourself presenting your reasons on 
the class of Satins. Talk about how you did. 
A sample set of reasons is included in the 
Guide to Youth Actjyitjes manual. 

Date ____ lnltlala. __ 



Oral Reasons 
Note Card 

Class Name! __________________ _ 

Animal Description (list major items that will help 
you recall the animal) 

1 placed this class OL_ ____ _ 

General statement about class 

1'71 Top Pair was 
lL_j I placed-- over__ because --

- -----------------than ____ _ 

I grant __ was ---------- than __ _ 

1 criticized---- for--------------

0 Middle Pair was 
r because __ 1 placed __ ave --

than-------------------- than __ _ 
1 grant __ was ----------

1 criticized---- for--------------

[2J Bottom Pair was 
because __ 1 placed--- over __ 

than-------------------- than ___ _ 
1 grant __ was ----------

1 criticized---- for--------------

0 Bottom Rabbit 
1 placed ___ last because------------

For these reasons 
1 placed this class of ------

22 

Hints on 
giving 
reasons 
Most of the time you'll have 
an opportunity to present 
your reasons orally rather 
than in writing. How well 
you do will depend on these 
six items: 

Accuracy 
Point out the obvious and 
most important points in the 
class. 

Delivery 
Present your reasons 
confidently and sincerely 
about six to eight feet from 
the judge with hands behind 
your back. 

Organization 
Bring out the more impor
tant and general points first. 

Completeness 
Bring out all the major 
differences. 

Length 
Never go over two minutes 
in length for a class of four. 

Terms 
Use terms acceptable to 
rabbit breeders. Use com
parative terms when com
paring pairs of rabbits such 
as smoother, thicker, 
stronger arch, rather than 
smooth, meaty, thick, etc. 

/ 
.,..--
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Rabbits Have Class 

The activity 

mow much do you already know about 
rabbit classes? Who can help you find 

the answers? 

The two classes in each of the categories in an 

A. A.B.A. rabbit show are: --------

I 

and ______________ __ 

Two general classes are provided for all breeds 
under nine pounds ideal weight. This group is 
considered "Four Class Rabbits" because there 
are four classes: -- ...... 

~ ,- \, \ / 
• \ 

1.. 

z. 
3· 
4· 

Think about it . • • 
The system of classes at rabbit shows seems 
complicated if you are a beginner. But, as with 
other things in rabbit breeding, talking with 
someone who has show experience will help. It 
gets easier once you start competing. The main 
thing to remember is that the sex, breed, vari
ety, age a'1d weight of your rabbits determine 
the classes in which you enter them. (See the 
A.R.B.A. Standard of Perfection for the ideal 
weights for each breed.) The Standard of 
Perfection is available at most public libraries, 
extension service offices or may be ordered 
from: 

American Rabbit 
Breeders Association 

P.O. Box426 
Bloomington, IL 61702 

Three classes are provided for all breeds having 
nine pounds or over ideal senior weight. This group 
is considered "Six Class Rabbits" because there 
are six classes: 

,-
/ 

~. 

2. 
3. 
4. 
s. 
6. 

- --------..... 
\ 

Besides these classes you may find others at some 
shows. These include: pre-junior, meat pen, single 
fryer, roaster, stewer, breed fur and wool. 

Date Initials __ 
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What class(es) do your rabbits fit into? 

What are some reasons rabbits are put in classes instead of 
having all rabbits compete together? 

In what ways are people sometimes grouped so everyone in 
a group has a fair chance to fit in? Think about school, 
sports, 4-H achievement levels, fairs, contests, etc.? 

- " ' --- - ........ 
"\. -- ~ -\/ 

How do you decide who will be your closest friends? 
Do you tend to choose people who are much like you, 
or those who are quite different from you? Why? 

.... 

More challenges 

' .. 

Journal 

A rabbit's 
ears help cool 
the rabbit and 

Visit a rabbitry that has several different breeds of regulate its 
rabbits and decide which classes they fit into. temperature. 

Date Initials 
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4 Learning to Learn 

~ho decides what you learn? Very 
"'often, you dol How well you listen 
and use what you learn can really be up 
to you. Learning new things and new 
ways to do things are important for prog
ress and success. The more you learn, 
the easier it is for you to make good 
decisions about your rabbits and about 
yourself, too. 

Who are some people that you can ask 
for help if you're having trouble learning 
something about rabbits? 

What subjects do you like in school? 

What things are hard for you to learn? 

What are some ways you learn new 
things? 

What things help you learn? 

Why is learning new things about rabbits important? 

\ 
\ 
\ 

I. Interview two or more of your teachers and find 
out why they became teachers. What do they 
like about being teachers? 

Date. ____ lnltlala. __ 

2. Give a presentation to your group on 
what you learned. 

Date Initials. __ 
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·ec\ SKi\\~ PrOl 

The Fabulous Five 

. bal..lt rab'oit 
Learning a 
toad needs. 

Learning to applY 
\<nowledge. 

Think about it ... 
Your daily diet should . I 
nutrients from the mai~~coudde a balance of 

o groups: 

• Vegetables 
• Fruits 

: ~~~kads, cereals, rice and pasta 
• 1 • yogurt and cheese 

wna\ \0 oo: 
Match descriptions 
to nutrients. 

• ~~~t~rfc?~~~: fish, dry beans and peas, 

Fats, oils and sweets (use sparingly) 

Your ~abbit also needs a well-bat . 
The !•ve nutrients your rabbit ne~~c~~e~let. 
protems, energy, minerals, vitamins and ·water. 

ill in the groups below th 
a r~bbit's five food gro'up:nu~=~~ a colla.g~ of 

res 1n magazines (or d e chart, fmd 
ger person or your ad~~~~~~~; ~~n\ Talk to a 

llage and why you chose the fo d ou your 
o s you used. 

,.- --.. "\ ,...-- -
/ ... / 

We need 
a lot 

Of -fhe 
'Same 

nutrients{ 

Five Food Groups For My Rabbit 

Nutrient Group About it 

Necessary for growth, disease resistance, milk 
production, general health and reproduction. 
Rabbit ration should be 12 - 17 percent. 

Measured by total digestible nutrients or net 
energy. 

Help develop bones. Major necessary ones 
include calcium, phosphorus and salt. 

A- proper reproduction. 
D - proper absorption of calcium. 
E - helps prevent muscle and 

reproductive problems. 
K- increased quantities required 

during reproduction. 

Controls body temperature and absorption. 

26 

Where it comes from 

Oil meals 

Digestive microorgan
isms break down fiber 
and burn up starches 

Mineral concentrate, 
dicalcium phosphate 
and trace mineralized 
salt 

Most are contained in 
commercial rabbit 
feeds 

Water 

Date Initials -

e He 
ge 

.I 

WI 
rat 



Talking it over 
How can you make sure your rabbit 
gets a balanced diet? 

What are five things that can happen to 
rabbits as a result of poor nutrition? 

More challenges 
X. Plan and prepare a meal for your family that 

contains all the main food groups. What will 
you serve? 

Menu 

\. 

\/"' 
\ 

- -- - ... 

What do you consider to be the five most important 
things you have learned about keeping yourself 
healthy? 

Why will things you learn now be 
important later in life? 

2. Fill in each blank with the right answer. 

• Rabbit protein needs in the daily rat' 
from 1on vary 

----to 
percent. 

• This food g . 
roup IS necessary for 

bone development. 

• 
TTOiotGiafl on,~·g~es~t:;;:ib71e-N:-:--ut-.-- is measured by 

nents (TON). 

• I help control bod tem 
tant to digestion \vh tpera!ure and am impor-

. a nutnent am I? 

• Rabbits need me in the f 
orm of A, o E K 

I am a · • · 

Date. ____ Initials _ _ 
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Checkin' Out the Cho~ 

The activity 
f:l om pare two rabbit feed tags by visiting a 
~store or business selling rabbit feed. Have 
your adult helper, store employee or another person 
help you determine which feed is best for your rabbit. 
You will want to consider price, too. 

Think about it . • • 
Many rabbit breeders give their show rabbits 
feed supplements in order to condition them for 
show. Some breeders use commercial rabbit 
pellets. Others use rolled oats, whole oats or 
sunflower seeds. 

t<ea.d the Jabets 
-for t>etrer 

nutrition ( 

Crude protein -----------

~------------l Calcium (min.) 

crude protein 

crude tat ------------~ 
crude fiber 

Calcium (min.) 

calcium (max.) 

Phosphorus (min.) 

Vitamin A (min.) ---------, 

Calcium (max.) ----------

Phosphorus (min.) ---------

Vitamin A (min.) ----------

Vitamin D (min.) ----------

Vitamin E (min.) -----------

Price 

Vitamin 0 (min.) ----------t..--.--t------; 
Vitamin E (min.) 

Price -----------===:;~~!fi~~l.-....~~::!!!§.111111~--r 
The feed I think is the best is --------- because 

Date Initials, __ 
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Talking it over 
How did you determine which rabbit feed 
was best for your rabbit? 

Describe the last time you needed to gather 
information for an assignment at school, or 
for a job at home. 

Ask your parent or adult helper to tell you about 
three or four things they gathered information on in 
order to make a decision. List them here: 

----~ 

l.. Compare the ingredients on two boxes of 
breakfast cereal and decide which one is 
better for you. 

Cereal A Cereal B 

Date Initials __ 

z. Which cereal is best for you _ 
andwhy? ~ 

~'-.... / 
\ The protein level 

of most rabbit 
\ pellets is 16% to 18%. 

Rabbit Condit• . JonJng Tips 
~.Feed and water 

same time e your rabbit at the 
very day. 

z. Do not let your rabb" 
measured amount e~ ghet too fat. Feed a 
too fat will often not b c day. Does that are 
become the exceptio:~:?h andhconception will 

er t an the rule. 
3. Rabbits will take a treat 

apple. Give them this fuch as bread or an 
much may make Y on Y ?Ccasionally· too 

our rabbrt sick. ' 

4. Does with litter 
(feed before th: ~ebeb~tto be full fed 

'sat all times). 

\ / Date Initials._-=_---------~ 
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Rx for Rabbits 

. t s\f.\\\: 
~to\ec 

\..\1e 5\f.\\\'. 

oo· 
'I'Jnat 'T 0 · 

The activity 
~ind out more about rabbit diseases by talking 
... to an experienced breeder and using written 
materials. Do a report on rabbit diseases for a 
group of friends or your adult helper. Make posters 
to help explain rabbit diseases to your group. 

\ 

Use this space to list things 
to watch ior when looking 

ior diseases. 

----
\ 

\' 
The book I used was----------

Think about it . • • 
Diseases and parasites are common and natural 
for all living things, so expect some in your 
rabbits. Watch for any unusual action or appear
ance in your rabbit that may be a sign of disease. 
Well cared for rabbits in clean, roomy hutches 
are the least likely to have diseases. 

People can also get diseases if they are not 
following clean habits. Make sure to wash your 
hands after handling your rabbits . Unwashed 
hands are one of humans' biggest disease 
spreaders. 

Clean hqnds 
help control 
disease t 

Disease Prevention Tips 

D Buy stock that appears he~lthy from 
breeders with good reputations and 
healthy herds. 

D Provide plenty of clean , fresh water. 
0 Feed a healthy diet of clean, fresh feed . 
0 Use proper sanitary practices to dispose 

of debris of all kinds. 
0 Check your rabbits each day and handle 

each rabbit once a month. Check closely 
for ear canker . 

30 

0 Immediately isolate any animal that ap-. 
pears abnormal and keep it isolated ~nt1l 
you identify the problem and ~orrect 1t. 

D Quarantine or isolate new an1mals for at 
least two weeks before placing them with 
your herd. 

D Wash up thoroughly after completing your 
rabbit chores. 

D In large rabbitries where .di.seases can 
more easily be spread, VISitors should be 
kept out of the rabbit buildings. 

The breeder I talked to 

Date Initials 

I 
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What did you learn about rabbit diseases? 
How did you find the information? 

Why is it important for you to 
understand medical terms or language? 

How do you keep learning new things each day? 

In what ways does new technology affect your life? What 
would happen if you did not keep up with new technology 
that affects you? 

/ ....... 
\ I 

\; 
\ 

/ 

A disease that can a££ect 
both animals and humans 
is called a zoonosis. 

Mo~e·,~halienges · 
.. ,:._ ..... ; "- ' ' ' 

1. Talk to your parent, a pharmacist or a veterinarian. 
How are antibiotics used to treat rabbit illnesses? 
Human illnesses? 

Date Initials. __ 

2. How are antibiotics given to rabbits? To humans? 

Date Initials. __ 

3. Take the disease prevention tips on page 30 and 
rewrite them for human disease prevention. 
Use the space at right. 

31 

Disease Prevention 
Tips 



Ho~ Does Your Rabbit Gro~? 

The activity 
[IJ se the space below to make a chart that 

shows how your rabbit is growing over a 
ten-week period. Weigh your rabbit once a week. 
If there is a big change in weight, make note of 
what may have happened. Share your results 
with a knowledgeable adult to answer the 
question, "Is my rabbit's weight normal for 
its sex, age and breed?" 

6.0 

5.0 
(IJ 

1 0 4.0 

0. 
c: ,,. 
.. 3.0 

i ,,. 
~ 

~ 2.0 

1.0 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Week 
10 

Think about it ... 
How is your rabbit doing? Is it growing at a 
good rate for its age, sex and breed? Weight 
gain or loss can be a clue to a rabbit's well 
being. You can also tell how your rabbit is doing 
by looking at its fur and eyes. Dull fur and eyes 
are often signs of disease. Can you tell how a 
person is feeling by looking at him or her? What 
might glossy eyes or a flushed face mean in a 
human being? How about rapid weight gain 
or loss? 

Talking it over 
Describe what you found out about rabbit growth 
rates from your chart. 

Describe two times when you needed to analyze 
information in school. 

Why is it important for you to be able 
to analyze data? 

More challenges 

1. • How might a computer help you in your rabbit 
project? Date Initials __ 

2. Visit a feed company and request hutch cards, 1....-----------------r doe production and buck breeding record 
sheets. Date Initials. __ Date. ____ Initials. __ 
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Rabbit Talk Glossary 

ADULT CLASS - See Senior. 

I 

BELL EARS - Ears that have large tips with distinct 
fall or lop. 

BELT - Line where the colored portion of the body 
meets the white portion just behind the shoulders. 
Example: Dutch breed. 

BLAZE - White area on the head and nose running 
up between the eyes on rabbits with multi-colored 
fur. Example: Dutch breed. 

BOIL OR ABSCESS - Hard swelling or isolated 
collection of pus or matter on the rabbit's skin, 
accompanied by a fever and localized heat. 

BREEDING CERTIFICATE- Written certificate by 
the owner of a stud buck, showing its pedigree and 
the date of breeding to a particular doe. Given to 
prove the ancestry of the young. 

BROKEN TAIL- A tail that has been broken and is 
out of line - a disqualification. 

BUCK TEETH - See Wolf Teeth. 

BULL DOG- Short, broad, bold head with a mas
culine look. 

BUTTERFLY - Dark-colored area surrounding the 
rabbit's nose. Examples: Checkered Giant and 
English Spot breeds. 

CAKED TEATS OR CAKED UDDER -Inflamed 
and feverish condition of the teats arising from too 
much milk in a doe rabbit. Easily seen by distended 
teats with hardened milk. 

CARCASS WEIGHT- Weight of the rabbit after it 
has been processed. 

CECUM - The blind gut at the head of the large 
intestine. 
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CHOPPY- Condition in which a rabbit is not well 
filled out and rounded in the loin and rump area. 

CONFORMATION- Body structure conforming to 
the standard type of the breed represented. 

COW HOCKS - A deformity in which the legs are 
closer together at the hocks than at the feet and 
stifle joint. Same as knock-kneed. 

DISQUALIFICATION- One or more permanent 
defects, deformities or blemishes that make a rabbit 
unfit to be registered, to win an award in competi
tion or to take part in an exhibition. 

EAR CANKER - Inflamed, swollen, scabby condi
tion of the lower inside ear of rabbits, caused by 
colonies of rabbit ear-mites. 

ELIMINATION- The taking of a rabbit out of the 
show. One or more defects presumed to be tempo
rary and curable. 

EMBRYO- A kit in the early stages of development 
inside the uterus of the doe. 

FAULTS- Imperfections. Conditions or characteris
tics that are unacceptable and will result in lower 
show placing but not disqualification. Example: 
broken toenails, cheek spots too large and poor tail 
carriage. 

FAKING- Changes in the external appearance of a 
rabbit on exhibition, with intent to deceive. 

FOREIGN COLOR -Any color of fur, eyes or nails 
different from the standard of perfection for the 
breed or variety. 

FOUR CLASS RABBITS- Rabbit show category 
for all breeds having ideal adult weight under nine 
pounds. There are four show classes for these 
rabbits: senior bucks, senior does, junior bucks and 
junior does. 



Rabbit Talk Glossary 

GLOSSY· The reflected lustre of brightness from 
naturally healthy fur. 

GUARD HAIR· Longer, coarser hair of the coat 
offering protection to the undercoat. Gives wearing 
quality to the coat in addition to providing the luster 
to the coat. 

HUMP BACK· Condition of having a hump or 
protrusion on the back, marring a gracefully arched 
outline. 

INNER EAR ·The concave portion of the ear. 

INVENTORY • List of everything that is necessary 
to a 4-H project. A beginning inventory is taken at 
the start of a project year. An ending inventory is 
taken at the close of a project year. 

KNEE· Second joint of the rear leg, connecting the 
thigh and leg. In animals, more properly called the 
"hock." The second joint of the foreleg is the elbow. 

KNOCK KNEED ·See Cow Hocks. 

LAPIN • French word for rabbit. In the fur trade, it 
is dyed rabbit fur. 

LINEBREEDING • Mating rabbits that are both 
descended from the same animal but are related 
several generations back. For example: mating 
first cousins, uncle to niece, or aunt to nephew. 

LOOSE COAT· Condition of fur lacking density in 
the undercoat, usually coupled with fine guard 
hairs, resulting in lack of texture. Does not indicate 
a slipping coat. 

MALOCCLUSION • Inherited defect where the 
upper and lower jaws do not let the teeth meet 
correctly, resulting in long, uneven teeth extending 
out of the rabbit's mouth. 

MARKED • Basic color broken up by orderly place
ment on a white (usually) background. 

MEATY· Having a good proportion of meat in 
relationship to the size and type of rabbit. 

MOULT· Process of shedding or changing the fur, 
one to four times yearly depending upon genetic 
inheritance. 

PARASITES· Lice, fleas or mange that utilize the 
rabbit as their host. 

PEDIGREE· Written chart of the male and female 
ancestors of a rabbit. Shows the date of birth, 
ownership of dam and the parents, grandparents 
and great-grandparents. 

PROCESSING • Process of harvesting the edible 
protein, or meat, of the rabbit. 

RESPIRATORY INFECTION· Bacterial infection of 
the nasal sinuses. Characterized by sneezing, thin 
watery discharge and slightly matted fur on the 
inside of front feet. 
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Rabbit Talk Glossary 

SANDY· Color of sand, as in sand-gray Flemish 
Giants. 

SCREW TAIL· Tail that is twisted. A corkscrew 
tail has more than one turn and is a disqualifica
tion. 

SCROTUM • Skin sack that contains the testicles. 

SENIOR • Show class term for rabbits that fulfill 
the weight requirements of the breed and that are 
1) six months of age and older in those breeds 
having two show classes Uunior and senior) or 2) 
eight months of age and older in those breeds 
having three show classes uunior, intermediate 
and senior). 

SERVICE • Mating act of the buck with the doe. 

SHADOW BARS • Weakness of self color in the 
fur of both fore and hind feet, appearing in the 
form of white or lighter colored bars running 
across the feet. Acts as a severe cut or penalty 
in scoring. Occurs more often in the agouti 
breeds than in selfs. 

SIX CLASS RABBITS • Rabbit show category for 
all breeds having ideal senior weight of nine 
pounds and over. There are six show classes for 
these rabbits: senior bucks, senior does, interme
diate bucks, intermediate does, junior bucks and 
junior does. 

SNUFFLES • Contagious infection of the nasal 
passages and respiratory organs, usually 
terminating in chronic illness. 

SPRADDLED LEGS • Forefeet bowed outward 
when viewed from the front; knock-kneed. Hind 
feet not set parallel with the body; turned outward 
from the hock joint. 

STANDARD WEIGHT· Recommended weight 
established for breed and age class. 

SYMMETRY· Harmonious proportion of head, 
ears, legs and body structure conforming to the 
standard type of the breed represented. 

TAIL CARRIAGE • Way in which a rabbit tail is 
positioned. A tail being carried to one side or the 
other has poor tail carriage. 

TESTICLES • Male reproductive glands. 

TICKING ·Wavy distribution of longer guard hair 
throughout the fur of a color distinct from under 
wool or body fur. Such ticking is usually produced 
by black-tipped guard hairs, as in Agouti Cavies, 
Chinchilla, Flemish Giants and Belgian Hares, and 
adds greatly to the beauty of the fur. 

TRIO • One buck and two does. 

TYPE • As used in these standards; to denote 
body conformation of a rabbit or shape of a particu
lar part of the animal as in "Head Type." The gen
eral description of the physical makeup of the 
animal. 

UNDER-COLOR ·The base of the fur hair-shaft 
next to the skin, not the belly fur of the animal. 

VENT DISEASE • Venereal diseases in rabbits of 
both sexes. Indicated by scabby, reddened male 
or female organs, usually exuding pus (rabbit 
syphilis). 

WALL EYES (MOON EYES)· Having a milky film 
over the cornea or appearance similar to a moon
stone. 

WOLF TEETH • Protruding or long teeth in either 
jaw caused by improper alignment of the front 
teeth. Prevents normal eating action. 
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Commerical Rabbit Raising 
Agriculture Handbook No. 309 
Superintendent of Documents 
U.S. Government Printing Office 
Washington, D.C. 20402 
Stock # 0100-1376 
Published in 1968, revised in 1971 

Domestic Rabbits (magazine) 
American Rabbit Breeders Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 426 
Bloomington, IL 61702-0426 
(only with membership in A.R.B.A.) 

Domestic Rabbits: 
Diseases and Parasites 
Agriculture Handbook No. 490 
Superintendent of Documents 
U.S. Government Printing Office 
Washington, D.C. 20402 
Stock # 001-000-03480-4 

Minnesota 4·H Rabbit Pattern 
University of Minnesota 
Distribution Center 
3 Coffey Hall 
St. Paul, MN 55108-6064 
(612) 625-8173 
Stock # 4-H-BU-1970 

Official Guide to Raising 
Better Rabbits (The) 
American Rabbit Breeders Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 426 
Bloomington, IL 61702-0426 
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Rabbits for Food and Profit 
Farmer's Digest, Inc. 
Box 363 
Brookfield, WI 53005 

Rabbits· 
Kansas 4·H Lesson Plan 
Outlines 
Kansas State University 
Cooperative Ext. Service 
Manhattan, KS 66506-3404 

Rabbit Production 
Cheek, Patton, Templeton 
Oregon State University, Rabbit Research Center 
ISBN: 0-8134-2222-1 

Rabbits, Rabbits, Rabbits 
Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service 
West Lafayette, IN 47907 
Bulletin # 4-H 288 

Standard of Perfection 
American Rabbit Breeders Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 426 
Bloomington, IL 61702-0426 

Your 4·H Rabbit Project 
Pacific Northwest Cooperative Extension Pub. 
Oregon • Washington • Idaho 
Oregon State University, 
Washington State University, 
University of Idaho 
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North Central Regional Extension Publications are subject to peer review and 
prepared as a part of the Cooperative Extension activities of the thirteen land-grant 
universities of the 12 North Central States, in cooperation with the Extension 
Service- U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. The following states 
cooperated in making this publication available. 

University of Illinois 
69 Mumford Hall 
1301 W. Gregory Drive 
Urbana, IL 61801 - 3605 
217-333-2007 

Purdue University 
301 S. Second St. 
Lafayette, IN 47905-1092 
31 7-494-6795 

Iowa State University 
112 Printing & Publ. Bldg. 
Ames, lA 50011 - 1050 
515-294-5247 

Kansas State University 
201 Umberger Hall 
Manhattan, KS 66506 - 3404 
913-532-5830 

Michigan State University 
108 Ag. Hall 
East Lansing , Ml 48824- 1039 
517-355-0240 

* University of Minnesota 
Distribution Center 
3 Coffey Hall 
1420 Eckles Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55108- 6064 
612-625-8173 

University of Missouri 
115 S. Fifth St. 
Columbia, MO 65211 - 4230 
314-882-2792 

University of Nebraska 
Dept. of Ag. Communications 
Lincoln, NE 68583- 0918 
402-472-3023 

North Dakota State University 
Ag. Comm. Box 565, 
Morrill Hall 
Fargo, ND 58105 - 5655 
701-237-7881 

Ohio State University 
2021 Coffey Rd. 
258 Kottman Hall 
Columbus, OH 43210 - 1 044 
614-292-1607 

South Dakota State University 
Ag . Comm. Center 
Box 2231 
Brookings, SD 57007 - 0892 
605-688-5628 

University of Wisconsin 
Ag. Bulletin , Rm. 245 
30 N. Murray St. 
Madison, WI 53715- 1227 
608-262-3346 

* National Publishing State 
See ordering information below 

How to order North Central 4-H Animal Science Series publications: 
1. Ordering within the North Central Region -

Contact the Publications Office, Cooperative Extension Service in care of the university 
listed above in your state. If your North Central state does not stock a particular publication, 
order directly from the University of Minnesota at the address shown above. 

2. Ordering from outside the North Central Region -
Contact the University of Minnesota Distribution Center for ordering information. 
Refer to the item number on the lower left corner of the back cover when ordering. 

3. National Printing Opportunity -
All orders in excess of 250 copies of a given publication will be charged the wholesale price 
when printed as part of the yearly printing. Orders received by June 1 will be sent to 
purchasers in July. Contact the University of Minnesota Distribution Center for an 
order form. 
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Programs and activities of the Cooperative Extension Service are available to all 
potential clientele without regard to race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap. 

In cooperation with NCR Educational Materials Project 

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of Congress of May 8 and 
June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture and Cooperative Extension 
Services of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
Ohio, South Dakota and Wisconsin. 

Copyright© 1992 by Minnesota Extension Service, University of Minnesota. All rights reserved. No part of these materials 
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may be reproduced, transmitted, transcribed, stored in a retrieval system, or translated into any language or computer language, in any 
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, magnetic, optical, chemical , manual, or otherwise, without the prior written permission of 
Minnesota Extension Service Distribution, Room 3 Coffey Hall, 1420 Eckles Ave., University of Minnesota, St. Paul, MN 55108-6064. 

The information in this publication is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Minnesota Extension Service is implied . 
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