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"Improved Service" County Agent Conference Theme 

One hundred per cent attendance was 
the record of the county agents at the re
cent series of district conference . It is 
generally conceded by the agents that 
thrse con f erencP. arc the most helpful of 
the meeting planned for their work and 
improvement. T hat the agents were genu
inely interested in the subjects presented 
was well proven in the case of the dis
cussion given by Dr. 'vV. L. Boyd, who 
was able to keep the agen ts from their 
noon-day meal for an hour or more to 
listen to his ta lk on the control of con
tag ious abort ion. 

Except for the relation of tuberculo is 
in cattle to human health, contagious 
abortion in catt le is the mo t serious ani
mal health problem, was the declaration 
of Dr. Boyd. The solution of the prob
lem for the farmer whose herd is affected 
is to ma intain separate pasturing, water
ing and hou ing for anima ls affected so as 
to in ure no physical contact with the 
rest o f the herd. In the purchase of 
catt le for breeding purpose blood testing 
should be done to insure the securing of 
anima ls free from the di ease. 

i\.lore pr fitable dairy production by 
means of production records kept in cow 
testing associations wa discussed at a ll 
the conferences by H. R. Searles, dairy 
rxten ion speciali t. It i the belief of 
Mr. earles that within the next year or 
two [innesota, the leading butter pro
ducing state in the Union, wi ll have not 
merely 3,000 to 4,000 da iry herds in cow 
testing a sociations a at present, but by 
better organized methods of testing to 
be developed no less than ten times that 
number, and that these wi ll serve as cen
ters for tl1e development of better and 
more efficient producers. 

Producing ; Marketing 
The processes of production and mar

ket ing cannot be eparated by farmers or 
by county agents in their plans of work 
in the counties, was the sta tement o f Di
rector F. 'vV. P eck in di scussi ng policies 
in relation to farm economic , farm man
agement and co-opera ti vc marketing. H e 
to0k up the use of economic materia l in 
extension work, cost 1·ecords, farm ac
counting, use of marketing and agricu l
tural statistics. and appealed to the agents 
to keep up with this field of materi al and 
thereby be prepared for leadership with 
far mers. 

The key bankers and hi gh school agri
cu ltu rists of the respective di t ricts at
tended one day's program at each con
ference when the economic materia l was 
under consideration. Sam Rask of 
Blooming Prairie, chairman of the agri
cultu ra l committee of the State Bankers 
association, partic ipated in the Owatonna 
conference and cited illustration of 

farme r-banker co-operat ion with the ex
tension service throughout a large num
ber of counties. 

High school agr iculturi sts expressed ap
preciation for hav ing an opportunity to 
study somewhat more intimately the or
gan izat ion and the manner in wh ich the 
county agent service operates. Since a 
considerable part of the farming public 
is served by the cot..nty extension work as 
well - s that of the Smith-Hughes depart
ments, it is believed these two agenci es 
should work in harmony and under
standing. 

T . A. Erickson and A. J. K itt leson di s
cussed club work, which, they said, has 
grown from 20,000 boys and gi rls enrolled 
in 1920 to more than 32,000 in r928. 
Act ivities planned fo r club work in re
lation to county fairs, the state fair, re
g iona l agricultural events I ike the Reel 
river va lley hows, the state Jun ior Live-

HALE'S CIRCULAR HELD 
THE BEST BY AGENTS 

Preston Hale of Goodhue county re
ceived the most votes of any agent for his 
entry in the cirrular letter contest at the 
series of district conferences. K. A. Kirk
patrick of Hennepin county. however, was 
a close contender for the first place. as he 
Jacked only one vote of matching the popu
larity of Hale's circular letter callin g at
tention to the merits of growing V elvet 
barley . 

The third prize letter, that of J . J . 
McCann of Norman county, was issued in 
support of a remarkably well organized weed 
control campaign. 

A total of 70 votees were cast on the cir
cular letters. as follows: Hale 12, Kirk
patrick 11, McCann 6, Martin Hansen, Neu
bauer. Seath, Svoboda. and Engebretson. 4 
each; H arold Pederson, P eters , and Miss 
Hagstrom. 3 each; Matthews and A une, 2 

each, and Gaylord, Fritz P eterson, Miss 
L ang. Larson, L . 0 . J acob. Miss S priesters
bach. Churchill. and Kelehan, r each . 

At the O watonna conference W . T. Foley 
of The St. P aul Fanner made an analysis 
0£ the circular letters which were exh ibited . 
He divided the entire lot into three classes: 
First, stra ight letters: second, posters, and, 
third. semi-posters or illustrated letters. The 
straigh t letter must use s imple language and 
get the meSsage over in the first sentence 
or first paragraph if possible. The motive 
as to posters must be to get .them re.ad. 
Therefore, they must have attention getting 
value. Posters should be neat. short and to 
the point, and should suggest action . An
nouncements must be clear cut and to the 
point. 

The dollar appeal is important, also. At
tention was called to several letters wh ich 
played up the dollar sign .at the out~et a~d 
throughout their content cited fin~ncial ga!n 
which might be secu red by following . certain 
practices. The use ?f local matena;l was 
complimented as having good attention as 
well as convincin g value. The illustrated 
letters were complimented in that they told 
at a glance what the letter was all about. 
The W aseca and Cottonwood letters were 
referred to in particular. 

stock Show, and other were cons idered 
and agreed upon at the agents' confer
ences. 

Making a Living Not All 
That the purpose of community organ i

zat ion such as fa rmers' clubs, townsh ip 
units of the farm bureau, and similar 
groups, is not a lone to help teach how to 
make a li ving but to help teach how to 
I ive, was made evident at the discussion 
of community "programming" and local 
leader training led by S. B. Cleland or 
C. L. Mc elly at the several district con
fe1·e11ces. The community organ ization 
act1v1t1es in the various counties of the 
state were discussed in par ticular by t he 
county agents for their re pective counties. 

Superintendent A. A. Dowell at Crook
ston emphasized to the agents of the Reel 
river va lley his ph ilo ophy that it is des
tined to become a great livestock pro
ducing section. The map of agricu lture, 
fre ight rate schedules, abundant produc
tion of forage, weed control, and the 
maintenance of soil fe rtility essentially 
compel as well as invite thi s deve!opment 
fo r this g reat region. 

Memberships Increase 
The roll cal 1 conducted at the several 

conferences indicated a healthy status of 
fa rm bureau membershi ps, and better sup
port by county commissioners o f the 
county extension servi ce. Executive com
mittees a re meeting regula rly th roughout 
al l of the count ies, stenographic help is 
maintained in a ll of the counties with one 
or two exceptions, and there is g rowing 
interest among counties in the re-estab
lishment of the ervice. P reli minary or
gani zation work is unde1- way in Le 
Sueur, McLeod, Sibley, Bigstone. and 
Ca s counties. It is probable, however, 
that on account of lim ited appropriations 
made by the last session of the legislature 
that only one or two add itional new coun
ties may be favored with federal and state 
aid dur ing the coming biennium for 
maintenance of the county extension 
service. 

Representjltives of The St. Pau l Farm
er discussed the Master Farmer move
ment and features of the enterpri se, and 
invited additional nominations for those 
to be chosen in r 929. 

Best Part of All 
Undoubtedly the best part of the con

ferences is the free di cussion engaged 
in by the county agents themselves. K. A. 
Kirkpatrick discussed the application of 
the film strip in extension work and the 
use of charts. L. E. Hudson of Wat n
wan county descr ibed the activities of the 
County Agents' association and the p lan~ 
for an ed ucational tour by the agents of 
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Minnesota in June lo the experiment sta
tions of Fargo. Crookston and vVinnipeg. 
A. R. Karr discussed weed contro l plans, 
and Frank voboda plans fo r the or
ganization of an agricultural committee 
of the County Banker ' association. 

County Agents haw, Ausen, Chu rch
ill , Aldrich, Rutford, Roth, and Idtse 
discussed mail order cow testing. ]. J. 
McCann of Norman county told of the 
organi zat ion in progress of the weed con
trol campaign and the growing of la rger 
acreages of a lfa lfa and sweet clover. 

C. M. Ke lehan of Ottertai l county re
ported the plan of awarding scholarships 
to boys and g irls in his county to attend 
the orthwest School of Agriculture. 
George Chambers of Clearwater county 
cited progress in the dairy industry in 
his county. Carroll Blakeslee of Wadena 
told of the fine boys' and g irl 'club pro
gram in hi s county. Harold Pederson of 
T i-averse said they have a well organized 
weed control campa1g11 under wav. 

Taylor of Roseau described their drain
age proj ect which is being negotiated with 
the dominion government and cited prog
ress as to sheep 1 roduction, 4-H club 
work, crop variety tests, and other proj
ects. Robert Douglass of Pennington 
county told of the rapid strides in turkey 
production. 

In closing the series of district confer
ences at Crookston, F. E. Balmer, county 
agent leader, declared his belief that the 
prophecy of a great statesman is being 
fulfilled. Just before Woodrow 'i\filson 
assumed the duties of the presidency, Wal
ter H. Page called to hi s attention the 
importance of the extension work carried 
on by county agents co-operating with the 
agr icu ltura l colleges and the U ni ted States 
Department of Agriculture. Mr. Page 
said: "This is the best tool yet invented 
to shape country Ii fe. The building up of 
the country man is the big con tructive 
job of our time. " These confe1·ences them
selves, declared fr. Ba lmer, furnish evi
dence of the fulfi llment of uch prophecy. 

Convinced by Hitch Demonstration 
Owners of two Rock county farm on 

which H. G. Zavora l conducted demon
strations of the big team hitch adopted 
the six-horse combinat ion hitch and put 
it into immediate use. Sixty- five farm
ers attended the two demonstrations. 

EXTENSION SERVICE EWS 

Crrowers M:-irket 'Vool 
By 0\\Tn Co-operativt 

Minnesota wool producers are market
ing more of their product every year 
throurrh their own 01·gan ization, the Min
nesot;' Co-operative Wool Growe1·s' asso
ciat ion of \ i\f abasha. 

The association advance payment on 
shipments on tlte basis of about 60 per 
cent of market values. At prese1Jt the 
advances a rc around 25 cents a pound 
fo r clear bright medi um wools. The 
wool is stored in a United States licensed 
warehouse at \•Vabasha and later is mar
keted to the best advantage. Final set
t lement is then made with the consignors. 

In a circular received at University 
Fa rm thr manager of the wool pool say : 
"American markets a1·e now below the 
pari ty of foreign markets and with or
der ly marketing of American wools there 
is no reason why prices shou ld not im
prove from the present low levels. At 
the pri>sen t levels we could contract large 
quantities of wool for future delivery to 
manuiactmers. but we are not doing it." 

The number of patrons of the asso
ciation increased from 6oo in r924 to 
2.66 r in J<)28. In the ame period the 
receipts of wool incrl:'ased from 248,717 
pounds to 926. 107 pounds. The aYerage 
price paid in 1928 was 43 .81 cents a pound. 

Will Help in Wool Grading 
Dr. C. B. Smith, chief of the office 

of co-operative extension work, advise. 
Director P eck that the Facilities tif thf' 
Bureau of Ag1·icultural Economics will 
again be avai lable for determin:ng the 
grade and hrinkage of wools. 

"Growers who have made u e of thi 
opportunity by sending in samples have 
found the information very valuable in 
marketing their wool," says Dr. Smith. 
"Through this ervice on grades they are 
helped to know the approximate sh rink
age of their lots of wool. th ~r fbv placing 
them on a more nearly eq·ial bargainin::; 
basis with the buytr." 

County agents in territory where sucl1 
a ser vice would be of advantage to wool 
producer shou ld take note. 

Big Club Rally at Pipestone 
Six hundred and fifty parents and club 

members attended a rally in the audi
torium of the Pipestone high school. 
Stunts \\"ere put on by ten organized 
c:luhs. 1\'ine achievement seals were 
awarded to clubs finishing their last 
year's program, and eight si lver cups were 
presented to individuals winn;ng events at 
the county fair. C. C. Hickman, countv 
agent. and Sophia Boerboom, county cluh 
leader, are bopeful the go:il of 500 mem
bers will be passed. 

Good Interest in Poultry Pro.iect 
. A hatchery company's proposition to 
1ss11e 25 day-old chicks to club members 
in return for three mature birds in the 
fa ll has helped to boost the poultry proj
ect enrollment to 150 in Freeborn county. 
says Lawson. 

Seed Potatoes Treated 
Many farm ers of eastern Ottertai l 

county used the portable outfit again this 
year to treat their seed potatoes. The 
hot forma ldehyde treatment was g iven Ill 

co-operation with local creameries. 

Carrying Extension 
Work to More Homes 
More emphasis on the extension 

of high standards of living on the 
farm. 

Schools for the teaching of the 
best publicity methods to home 
dem,ons:ration agents. 

More initiative by the home dem
onstration staff in getting exten
sion editors educated to the news 
value of home demonstration work. 

Developmen t of broad, effective 
programs in counties having home 
demonstration agents as a means 
of promoting the establishment of 
new home demonstration agents. 

Promot:on of some project work, 
to be determ'ned by local condi
ti :: ns, in cultivating new counties. 

Participation of farm people in 
every step of program building, 
which should be based upon their 
recognized needs and desires. 

Co-operation of extension agents 
and specialists in making definite 
plans for a follow-up program 
after intensive project work in a 
county. 

Four-H club work indorsed as 
an essential and vit<.i] part of the 
home demonstration program. 
The foregoing epitomizes ome of the 

more important points made by the com
mittee on summary and recommendation 
of the recent home demonstration confer
ence held at Purdue Univer ity and at
tended by Julia 0. ewton. the Minne
sota home demonstration leader. The 
chairman of the committee was Dr. C. B. 

mith : another member was Director 
H. C. Ramsower of the Ohio extension 
service. 

In an extended paragraph relating to 
publicity the committee urges the home 
agents to make the largest use possible 
of the home county paper for the reason 
that it is often the most commonly taken 
and thorough ly read paper in the county. 

Co-ordination of the work of the home 
agent and the county agent, to promote 
unity in thought and action in the de
velopment and execution of the county 
program, was stressed by the committee 
which added : ' 

"The committee fee ls that the funda
mental problem involved is that of de
veloping such an attitude on the part of 
the farm people as will recognize that 
the problems centering around the task 
of feeding, clothing, ed~1cating and pro
viding recreation for the farm family 
are second to none in their importance, 
and that a properly supported program 
in home demonstration work has much to 
offer in the solution of these problems." 

An increase of 345 home economics ex
tension agents the past year, with the 
north cen tral states sharing proportion 
ately in the increase, was announced. 

Eleven Winona Juniors in Ton 
Litter Work 

Russ(· ll iforgan, new a sistant agent. 
likes his job among the hills and winding 
roads of \ol/inon;:i county. Ton litter and 
pork production work are being well sup· 
ported in the county, he says. E leven 
1umor club members have entered the 
ton li tter contest. 
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Recent Changes in 
County Agent Service 

Lyle Churchill , farm reared, a graduate 
of the Minnesota Agricuitura l Co ll ege 
where he specia li zed in animal husbandry, 
and since ] une I , 1926, the county agent 
of Houston county, has been transfer red 
to Jackson county, which started the coun
ty agent servic'! again June r. 

Mr. Churchi ll divided his time during 
May between Houston and ] ackson coun
ties so as to be in ] ackson for a time to 
get the boys' and gir ls' club program for 
the year more. actively in operation. 

Some of the major projects of the 
Jack on county program of work will 
deal with the soils program, the u. e of 
pho phate ferti li zers, the weed control 
prob.em, swine san itation, and club work. 
Eventually steps will be taken to establi sh 
lines of work of interest to farm women . 

Anderson Succeeds Churchill 
Hjalmar 0. An lerson. h:gh school agri

culturist at ! ew Richland since July 1, 
1926, has been elected uccesso_r to Lyle 
Churchill in Hou ton county. Mr. Ander
son began his new duties on June 1. 

Mr. Anderson is a native of Yellow 
Medicine county, born and reared on a 
farm. and wa graduated from both «he 

chool and o llege of Agriculture where 
he specialized in agricultural educat ion . 
He is acquainted with the agriculture of 
southern !viinnesota, having resided in 
1-. lower and Waseca counties as well as 
Yellow Uedicine. 

Previous to going to ew Richland, he 
erved in a similar capacity as teacher of 

agriculture at the E lkton high school in 
Mower county. During the summer of 
192 1 he ervcd as a county club leader. 

Sheldon Goes to Redwood 
Lynn Sheldon, for the last six years 

county agent of Redwood county, became 
agent of Lac qui Parle June r. Employ
ment of a new agent became necessary on 
account of the inability of \IV. A. Dickin
son, recently elected, to accept the posi
tion. 

Mr. Sheldon was born and reared on a 
farm in Fi llmore county. He is a gradu
ate of the School of Agriculture, class of 
1913. Two or three years thereafter he 
spent in deve loping a farm in the cutover 
region of northeastern Wisconsin . There
after he served as county agent of Polk 
county in Nebraska for five years, holding 
that µosition until he went to Redwood 
county as agent February r, 1923. 

For part of the month of May Mr. 
Sheldon served in both Redwood and Lac 
qu i Parle counties, going to the latter to 
get the boys' and girls' club prog ram for 
the year better organized. Hi s fami ly 
will join him at Madison at the end of 
the schoo 1 year. 

Bovee Becomes Redwood Agent 
Nate H. Bovee, a native of Iowa, at 

present high school agricul tur ist at Big 
Sandy, Montana, has been elected county 
agent of Redwood county. 

Mr. Bovee was born and reared on an 
Towa farm; completed the animal hus 
bandry cour se at the Iowa State ollege 
in 192 r. Since that time he has been 
teaching agr iculture in the high schools 
o f \ i\/yoming and Montana. 

He plans to begin hi s new duties at 
Redwood Falls early in June. He is a 
mar ri ed man and has three young sons. 

96 PER CENT COMPLETE 
NOBLES COUNTY PROJECT 

Clothing project I in obles county 
cu :minated with a "check-up" day lunch
eon at \i\/orthington and the heartening 
report that 96 per cent of the women 
enrolled completed the work. 

Nineteen clothing g roups which had 
been instructed by M . Lois Reid, exten
sion speciali st in clothing, at three t rain
ing centers the past winter, were repre
sented by their leaders. Twelve township 
chairmen were present. 

Mrs. A. B. Hughes of 'Northington 
and her son kept the group active, says 
Miss Reid, with community singing and 
stunts. Human interest stories and com
ment revealing the keen interest taken in 
the deve lopment of leaders and new com
munity activities featured many of the 
reports from the groups. Four 4-H clubs 
were organized and their clothing project 
leaders are serving as club leaders during 
the summer. Three groups have organized 
farmers' clubs. 

Mrs. E . V. Ripley, home and community 
chairman of the Minnesota Farm Bureau 
I" ederation, was one of the guest speak
ers. he discussed the state-wide home 
a nd community program. 

"Reports indicate that the clothing proj
ect has clone far more than to help the 
homemakers with the ir clothing prob
lems," says Miss Reid. ''.It h:is created 
more interest in commu111ty h fe and a 
better understanding among neighbors, 
and it is apparent from the attendance 
and interest that life in these communit ies 
has been a li ttle more pleasant." 

CLUB LEADER TRAINING 
SCHOOLS GET A ST ART 

\V. D. Stegner, rlistrict club agent, says 
that 35 4- H club leaders attended the first 
club leader trainin~ school in Faribault 
county. A . E. Engebretson, county agent. 
and Mary Jane Boyd, home demonstn1-
tion agent, took part and helped to make 
plans for holdina like meetings once a 
month. The voung leaders by unanimous 
vote decreed ·that the two agents -hould 
furnish luncheon for the May meeting. 
Cl11h leader training schools wi ll a lso be 
held in Houston, Rock, Nobles, Freeborn, 
Pipe tone, and M urray counties, accord
ing to Mr. Stegner. 

CONTRARY TO POLICY 
The Minnesota Go-operative Wool 

Growers' association has written a 
letter which doub 'Jess has gone to 
all c~unty agents, advising them 
that their commission will be one
half cent per pound for wool pooled 
with the association, and also of
fering a commission of 25 cents per 
pa.ckage on sheep dip sold. 

This is absolutely contrary to the 
extension policy and we assume the 
agents will turn the letter over to 
those in charge of local cou?-tY wo_ol 
pools or will pay no attention to 1t. 

The central office is now advised 
by associatfon officials that t11;ell: in
tention was to pay the comm1ss10ns 
to the county farm bureaus and not 
to the agents, and that ~hey were 
advising the a gents to this effect. 
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Ne,,, Specialist Cmning 
to Extension Service 

On August I Mrs. Belle F ish of Iowa 
will come to University Farm to take the 
po ition of extension specia li st in child 
development, a new type of work launched 
by the Child V!eliare Institute and the 
agricultura l extension service of the Uni
vers ity. 

"The home economics section of the 
extension service deems itself as part icu
larly fortunate in having made a contract 
with . frs. F ish," says Mis Tewton. 
"Her training and experience peculiar ly 
fit her, it would seem, fo r this new place. 
The mother of five chi ldren, she has had 
a college education, and has lived on a 
far m. She is home minded and farm 
minded and is thoroughly conver ant with 
the cond itions of the middle west." 

1 1 rs. F i h is a g raduate of the Uni 
vers ity of Montana. She taught home 
eco1tomics a few years in Iowa, where 
her husband was a county agent and later 
a di~tri ct rnunty agent leader. Soon after 
her husband 's tragic death two years ago 
she reg istered at Iowa State Coll ege for 
study for a Master's degree, specia li zing 
in ch il d development and home manage
ment. This degree will have been won 
in a few weeks. 

Mrs. F ish and her chi ldren wi ll estab
lish a home here and shou ld be made to 
fee l at home by the extension and college 
peop le. 

SIX COUNTY PROJECT 
EXHIBITS NOW ASSURED 
The state fair board has approved the 

plan for six county project exhibits at 
the r929 State Fair in contrast to the 
four wh ich were staged in 1927 and 
I 928. The maximum prize money fo r 
each countv will be in creased from 
$150 to $200. It is hoped the exhibits 
may be p laced together in one wing of 
the Agricu ltura l bui lding. 

Two banners wi ll be fought for in par
ticu lar, the sweepstakes for the highest 
scor ing county project exhibit, and the 
best clecornted exhibit. It is expected the 
plan for offering a $25 prize for the 
most accurate scoring of the exhibits, 
measured by the judge ' a wards, wi ll 
a rouse great interest. 

The six counties planning to feature 
the county project exh ibits should make 
their applicat ions at an early date. It 
is hoped that the exhibits made in 1929 
wi ll excel those that have heretofore been 
set up. Counties which stage tbe regular 
county exhibits will not be eli gible to 
make a county project exhibit. 

Sees Big Year for Club Work 
F. A. Douglass, ass istant agent in west 

Ottertai l, predicts -an enrollment of 600 
in 4-H work in his territory this year. 

Good Field for Cow Testing Work 
Aamodt of '' est Polk says three or 

four cow testing associations are within 
the rea lm of probabi lity in his territory. 

Much New Alfalfa in Washington 
Sjowall of Washington county report

ing increasing acreages of legumes, says 
that some farmers have seeded as much 
as ten acres each of alfalfa this spring. 
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M olas es Tried Out 
in R ation of Steers 

No partirnl ar advantage was gained by 
feeding molas. es to faftening catt le. Thi s 
was the gist o f ex p~rimenta l feeclino- re
sults reported Cattle: F ecler ' Day, :\fay 7. 

Molasse was g iven a fair tria l in fi ve 
different rations and a l o compared with 
a ration in which it did not appear. As 
one swall ow does not make a summer, 
so a sin" le experiment of this character 
is not wholl v conclnsive, but is good as 
far as it goes. 

Sixty steers divided into six lots of ten 
each were used in the experiment wh ich 
was started °t'-! ovember 23 and closed May 
3. The stl'ers in Lot 1, fed a standard 
ration of shell ed corn, a lfa lfa hay and 
linseed oilmca l, made larcrer da ily gains. 
rcqu in~d less feed per roo-pound gain, 
showed a higher fini sh, a rriA e higher 
selling price. and a g reater profit a head 
by $7.30 than did the steer of Lot 2 

which 1·eceivecl shelled corn. a lfalfa hav, 
and molasses as a sub titute for the oil
meal. 

If molasses is of particula r benefit in 
a fatten ing rat ion it shou ld have appeare'i 
in the results from Lot 3 which received 
the standard ration pl us the sweet . H ow
ever, it seemed to detract from rather 
than to add to the effectiveness of tl1e 
ration, and because of its higher co3t was 
less profi table than the standard without 
molasse . 

Vlith one exception a ll the speaker.< 
were from the Univ~r ity. J .. . Hont
gomery gave the closing address on the 
advantage of co-operative liYe tock mar
keting. T ho e who preceded him were 
E. F. Ferrin, W. E. Morris, and L. M. 
Winter of the U nivcrsitv Farm staff. 
and A. A. Dowell of the rookston ta
lion. T he speakers had an audience of 
about 300, pract ical tockmen and far m
ers predominat"ing, and were given a close 
hea ring. Many question s were asked and 
answered. 

Professor Vlf. H. Peters, who was in 
charge of the ex rcises, has requestrd the 
News to present his compliments •o the 
county agents and to express to them hi s 
hicrh appreciat ion of their efforts to in
crease the attendance and intere t at th e 
meeting. County agents present and ac
compan ied by delegations of fa rmers 
were Ausen, Kin~. Putnam. McM illan 
Sheldon, Churchill , F ischer, Jacob, Aune: 
Towler, and Armour. 

Blakeslee R eports Progress 
At the clo e of a month of organiza tion 

work in east Ottertai l. V\Talt r Blakeslee. 
club lcade1·, repo1·ted an enrollment of 
435. Club members in tend to finance a 
plan fo r the erection of a livestock build 
ing on the county fair grounds. 

Parten's Demonstration Convincing 
Parten's rat and pocket gopher ki lli ng

demonstrations in Ly n coun ty in April 
attracted 259 per ons from farms. After 
cyan ide g-as had bern forced under a small 
corn crih at Lynd, the build ing' was 
tipped on its side and the bodies of 36 
dead rats exposrd. 

Juniors Lead in Ton Litters 
Five 4-H club member of Rock countv 

have pig ton litters on feed. -

EXTENSIO SERVICE NEWS 

.HEALTH STRENGTHENED 
BY NUTRITION STUDIES 

Fewer co lds, fewer finicky appetites, 
and gains in weight , reported by nutrition 
project leaders at the "check-up clay" 
luncheon meeting for Dakota county at 
Farmington, were attr ibuted to more time 
spent out of doors, more vegetables eaten, 
especially g reens, and more milk used in 
the home . 

Other leaders reported that the children 
have become more eager to eat vegetables, 
fruits, and cereals, and to drink more 
milk and water because of the interes t 
taken by the mothers in the project. 

The mothers kept growth records for 
51 chi ldren. In 41 records returned for 
the fina l check-up, the children showed 
an average gai n of 4.4 pounds as com
pared with the expected average fo r t hese 
children of 2.9 pounds. Thi , too, despite 
the fact that many of the chi ldren were 
not up to the average weight at the start. 

Eighty-five leader and member at
tended the luncheon meetill'r. 0 f 189 
members enrolled in 13 group . the lead
ers reported that go per cent completed 
the proj ect. 0 f 499 others outside the 
g roup who were reached by the project, 
172 experienced definite improvement in 
hea lth . 

Farm Census Books Notice 
P aul H. Kirk, ·agricultura l sta tistician 

of the i\Iinnesota Co-operative Reporting 
Service, requests county agent to make 
no effort to obta in the state fa rm cen us 
books from county auditor until oppor
tunity ha been given the auditors to 
mail the books to the office of the tatis
tician. Mr. Kirk points out that the 
book have to be ed ited and un der the 
law are to be sent d irect ly to his office, 
<mcl says he will be on 'y too g'.ad to give 
the information to agents at the earliest 
moment poss ible. 

From Five Sacks to 31 Tons 
Treble phosphate fe rtilizer has made 

such a good impression among farmers 
in the vicin ity of Freeborn in Freeborn 
coun t v that the order fo r five sacks for 
experimental purposes last year led to 
the purcha e of 31 tons thi s year. Much 
of th i will be used on corn. 

Parents Keen for Club Work• 
Chambers of Clearwater reports a 

strong nni fonn senti ment for club work 
in hi field . The parents seem to be as 
mur h interested as the boys and gi rl s, he 
says. A lso, he finds that the g-reatest
handicap in some communities is the lack 
of loca l leadersh io chargeable in most 
cases to lack of club experi ence. 

Club Heifers Under Test 
Advance dairv calf club members in 

Lyon county a-re having their heifers 
tested for production under an arrange
ment made by \V. A. P eters, county 
agent. At prPsent 16 members are send
ing in samples once each month. Reports 
are published in the loca l papers. A local 
cow tester helps with the testing. 

New Croos for Watonwan 
Sugar h('ets a·ncl canning peas wi ll be 

g rown this yea r in his bailiwick fo r the 
fir st time. says Hudson of Watonwan 
who has been helpi ng the growers to get 
sta rted. 

Best Attended Club 
Course Seem Assured 

Members of the Gopher 4- l-J lub of 
the i\.Jinnesota Col lege o f Agricu lture 
will provide the fund s for paying the 
way of three club member to the annua l 
junior hort cour e to be held at Univer
sity Farm .lune IO to 13. The Goph er 
club is an organization of former 
4-H'ers who are . ti '. ! interested in the 
work and eager to help those in th e 
rank . 

The three-Mary Perkins of Red 
·wing, F1·eclerick Bjorn tad of W orth
ington, and i\[ari e nelgrove of Perham 
-have been e l ~ctecl fo1· their out tancl
ing record and work, rouplecl with their 
ambition for furth er study o f agri ::u l
tural and home economic subjects. 

Excursion rates of one and a third 
fares for the round trip have been an
nounced by the railroad companie . The 
Great orthern. Northern Pacific, oo 
Li ne, and the ~L & St. L. are co-ope1·at
ing with the e.· ten ion division by fur 
ni hing f uncl to encl fo ur club boys and 
girls to the hort course from each coun
ty in which these roads operate. This 
insures transportation for -100. 

The rail road fares and other expenses 
of 2-10 more juniors who have achieved 
somethin g worth whi le in the baby beef, 
sheep, pou ltry, and pig project will be 
paid by The {inneapo'i J ourna l. ham
pion poultry club member will be financed 
hy The Farmer of St. Paul. and Ball 
Bros. Gia s company. the Kerr Glass 
company, and the American Beet ugar 
company will pay the trayeling expenses 
of other . County club organizations. 
>ervice club and county fairs ha ve a!so 
appropriated for the same purpo e. 

[n short. the indications are for the 
best atte.1clecl course of the long er ies 
l1 elcl at Un iver ity Farm, say the tate 
club leader. 

J ohn Bradford of the American Play
ground as ociation, who will in. truct the 
leader in featuring games and organized 
play, will be accompanied to University 
Farm by G. S. Knapp, the association's 
specia list in dramatic . who will in truct 
in the presentation of tage play and 
theatrical . 

Dean Coffey's Pamphlet Reprinted 
"Agriculture in i\Iinne ota," a pam

ph~et by Dean \ •V. C. Coffey, has been 
reprinted. County agents and other in
terested are requested to offer ugges
tions as to how to di st ribute it to th e 
best advantage. 

Chemical Warfare Planned on " Quack'' 
Cont ro l of quack~rass bv spray ing with 

sodium ch lorate wi ll be a lead ing proj e-t 
in we t Ottertai l, says Agent C. M. K elf'
han . Some 6,500 pounds of thn chemical 
have been dist ributed among 58 co-oper
ators. 

Beltrami Starts Ton Litter Work 
For the fir t time Beltrami county pork 

producers are in ton li tter work. Two 
breeders of purebred Poland China have 
enrolled. 

Carload of Phosphate Distributed 
Twenty-five fa rmers of the vicin ity of 

Ottertai l chipped in and purchased a car
load of phosphate for soii treatment, says 
R. C. Shaw, county agent. 
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