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Conference of Home Demonstration Agents 
and State Staff 

9:30- 9:45 
9 :45-10 :oo 

10:00-11 :oo 
II :oo 

2 :oo- 3 :oo 

3:00 

Room 1I5, Administration Building 

MONDAY, MARCH 4 

Announcements, Miss Julia 0. Newton, State Home Demonstration Leader 
Group singing led by Paul Leach 
How to Sell Home Demonstration Work, Director F. W . Peck 
"Listening in" on President Hoover's Inauguration 
Relation of Agricultural Business Cycle to Home Demonstration Work, 

Dr. Carle C. Zimmerman 
Home Demonstration Agents' Association, Miss Amy Wessel , President 

TUESDAY, MARCH 5 

Miss Inez Hobart, presiding 

9 :00-10 :oo How to Use Music as a Factor in Community Development, Paul Leach 
10:00-11 :oo How the Institute of Child Wellare is Reaching the People, Miss Esther 

McGinnis 
Ir :00-1 2 :oo How to Prepare a Talk, R. C. Lansing 

Miss Eva Blair, presiding 

I :30- 2 :30 How Minnesota Farm Families Spend Their Incomes, Dr. Carle C. 
Zimmerman 

2 :30- 4 :30 Problems of Leadership in Project Work, Miss Adele Koch, assistant state 
home demonstration leader, Oh io; Miss Inez Hobart, Miss Mary May 
Miller, Miss Anna S. Olsen 

12:10- 1:05 

I :30- 2 :30 
2:30- 4:30 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6 

Miss Lois Reid, presiding 

A Home Demonstration Agent's Time Budget, Miss Adele Koch, Miss Amy 
Wessel, Mrs. Agnes Erke! 

•joint meeting with the home economics extension methods class, Room 213, 
Home Economics Building; Publicity Methods, Miss Leonore Dunnegan 
of The Farmer's Wife 

Miss Eves Whitfield, presiding 
The Farm Family as a Unit in Rural Organization, Dr. Carle C. Zimmerman 
How to Develop New Communities, Miss Adele Koch and Miss Eva Blair 

CO NFERENCE OF HOME DEMONSTRATI O N WORKERS 
AND HOME CHAIRMEN 

8:30-9:15 
9 :30- 9 :45 
9 :45-10 :oo 

10 :00-10 :45 

IO :45-11 :45 

I :30- 4 :OO 

9:00- 9:45 
9 : 45-10 :45 

IO :45-II: 45 

12 :oo- 2 :oo 

2 :oo- 4 :oo 

6:30 

9 :00-10 :30 

IO :30-II: 15 

Room 105, Administration Building 

THURSDAY, MARCH 
Registration 

Welcome to Home Chairmen, Miss Julia 0 . Newton 
Community singing led by Paul Leach 
Home Economics Extension Work in Canada, Miss Esther Thompson , 

Director Women's Work in Manitoba 
Outstanding Extension Activities in 1928, Home Demonstration Agents 

Miss Amy Wessel, presiding 

Developing Community and County Programs of Work, ·Miss Adele Koch, 
S. B. Cleland, and S. A. Aldrich 

Home Demonstration Dinner, Atkinson's Tea Room, Nicollet and Seventh, 
Minneapolis 

FRIDAY, MARCH 8 

County Workers, Miss Mary May Miller, presiding 

The Farm Home in Agricultural Adjustment, Dean W. C. Coffey 
The Farm Home Grounds, H. H. Cornell 
The Farm House, H. B. White 

Urban Workers, Room 115, Mrs. Sylvia Shiras, presiding 
Luncheon in the Party Dining Room, Master Farm Homemakers introduced 
How We M ay Increase Home Demonstration Work in Minnesota, Director 

F. W. Peck 
Cora E. Cooke, presiding 

Analysis of Problems Underlying the Clothing Projects, Miss Lois Reid 
and Miss Eves Whitfield 

Master Farm Homemaker Recognition Dinner, Guests of The Farmer's 
Wife 

SATURDAY, MARCH 9 

Home and Community Plans for Home Demonstration Work in 1929, 
Three minute talks by home chairmen . . , 

The Minnesota Farm Bureau Home and Community Committees Program 
of Work for 1929, Mrs. E. V. Ripley. chairman . 

Summary of Conference Committee, Miss Amy Wessel, c~a1rman; Mrs. 
H. W. Brodt, Mrs. Agnes Erke!, Mrs. Fred Ward, Miss Mary May 
Miller 

How County Agents 
Serve Agriculture 

By F. E. Balmer 

A new record for county agent service 
in Minnesota was made in 1928. The 
total of individual instances of service 
for the year is l,588,148, an increase of 
248,447 over 1927. This means an aver
age daily increase per agent from 70.8 
in 1927 to 83-4 in i928. The record in 
1924 was 46 a day, so relatively county 
agent service has nearly doubled in its 
effectiveness in the last five years. 

Ten years ago the county agent service 
was extended throughout the state. Be
fore 1918 a limited nmnber of counties 
were receiving the benefits of this serv
ice. From 1918 to r928 it has operated 
continuously, or substantially so, in most 
of the counties. 

The growing usefulness of the county 
agent service to Mi nnesota agriculture 
may be well illustrated by a comparison 
of results on representative activities in 
1918 and 1928. The following data will 
illustrate: 

1918 
Office calls ...... . . ... .... 71,671 
Telephone calls . . . . . . . . . . . 79,762 
Letters w1itten ....... .. . . 114,354 
Total meetings held. . . . . . . . 8,248 
Attendance at same ........ 327,480 
Farmers using li me. ... ... . 115 
Tons limestone used. . . . . . . 960 
Farmers using commercial 

fertilizer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 
Tons fertilizer used. . . . . . . . 93 
Farmers growing a] fal fa. . . . t ,21 7 
Farmers growing sweet 

c1over .... ..... . . ..... . 
Cow testing associations . .. . 
Unprofitable cows discarded 
Farms aided in livestock 

234 

rations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,32795 
Animals tested for TB. . . . . 8 
Farmers influenced to test 

for TB ............. . . . 
Boys' and girls' club mem-

bers (counties having 

1928 
142,692 
99,092 

I 53,268 
9,782 

702,752 
I,404 

16,878 

3,722 
13,i63 
6,279 

2,193 
108 

3,379 

5,594 

39, 271 

agents) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 ,976 
Boys' and Jirls' club enroll-

ments ( 1 counties). . . . . 32,04> 
Mi1mesota county agents have wit

nes eel an increase of the alfalfa acreage 
from less than 50,000 acres in 1918 to 
600,000 acres in 1928 and have had the 
satisfaction of playing an important part 
in stimulati ng this increase. In like man
ner they have co-operated in encouraging 
the growing of more sweet clover until 
the acreage in 1927 totaled 182,764 acres. 

Lan d Clearing Largely P ays County 
Cost 

County agents in Minnesota, co-operat
ing with the agricultural engineering 
division of the University. have rendered 
a signal service in land clearing. Begin
ning in 1918 demonstrations were started 
by county agents in the clearing of stump 
land suitable for agriculture and in re
moving troublesome rock in fields under 
cultivation. County agents acted as di
rect local representatives of the federal 
government in handling war salvage ex
plosives from August l, 1921, to March 
31, 1928, when distribution was com
pleted. 
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For the last six years the agents have 
recorded each year the number of farm
ers co-operated with in clearing land and 
the acres of land cleared, as follows: 

No. of Acres 
farmers cleared 

1923 . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 8,103 62,379 
1924 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,812 31,329 
1925 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,445 42,506 
1926 ..... .. ............ 8,378 41,793 
1927 .....•....•........ 10,569 36,382 
1928 . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 3,884 15,654 

Grand totals ........ . . 45, 19 r 230,043 

A tabulation of the tota l distribution 
by counties of the · war explosives fur
nishes an interesting revelation of the 
value of county agent work. These ex
plosives were distributed to a ll of the 87 
counties of the state and totaled I0,416,-
6so pounds. The 62 counties employing 
cou nty agents at present secured 8,551,-
4SO pounds or an average of 137,926 
pounds per county. On tbe other hand, 
the 2s counties not now employing 
county agents secured 1,86s,200 pounds. 
or an average of 74,6o8 pounds per 
coun ty. Therefore, taken as a whole, 
th e counties with agents fared nearly 
twice as welJ in relation to this service. 
It is known, moreover, that farmers in 
counties without agents secured their 
explosives to a large extent from agents 
of neighboring counties. 

On the basis of saving 15 cents per 
pound, the increased efficiency of county 
agent service to Minnesota farmers in 
ecuring additional war explosives has 

amounted to enough to pay more than 
half the county cost of the extension 
service for the seven years of distribu
tion. 
County Agent Service Doubles Club 

Work 
Boys' and girls' club work is carried 

on in every county in Minnesota. The 
tota l enrolJment in Minnesota in 1928 
was approximately 32,000. Of thi num
ber, 4,331 were enrolled from the 25 
counties without county agent service, 
or an average of approximately 175 per 
county. The remainder, 27,71s, were 
from the 62 counties with the service 
organized. or an average of 447 per 
county. If we leave out of the compari
son the enrollment of club members by 
county club leaders and home agents 
and compare the enrollment by county 
agents on ly, or 22,882, this means an 
average per agent of 381 enrollment . 
Therefore, the results in terms of enroll
ment are more than doubled by the 
leadership of the county agent service. 

EXTENSIO SERVICE 

More Business in Farming Wanted 
That fa rmers have a decided interest 

in improving the business c;>f farmi ng is 
indicated in the co-opera t10n a keel of 
co unty agents in the use of better farm 
management methods. The number of 
farmers securing fa rm account books 
from county agents in 1928 was more 
than double the number in 1927. T he 
number who kept these books through 
tbe year more than trebled. The number 
of farmers aided in interpreting account 
increased nearly five times. ~lore farm
ers changed their management as a 1·e
sult of accounting, more adopted com
plete farm systems, and more farm 
management schools were held during 
the year. . 

Likewise with a view to more efficient 
operation there is a growing interest in 
larger horse hitches, tractors, better 
types of machinery, building repairs and 
similar factors. 

The strong trend toward the improve
ment of the livestock industry- is a 
healthy indication, particularly better 
feeding and the production of better 
feed crops to make this possible. This 
tendency is particu lar ly strong in the 
Red river valley section where it is as
serted no section of the United States 
outside the irrigated lands can produce 
alfa lfa hay and sweet clover pasture so 
luxuriantly. Sheep production in par
ticular has been increased markedly in 
this region the last three or four years. 

The increased number of farmers ad
vis ing with the county agents relative to 
credit, financing, livestock loans, cost 
records and the like are indicative of the 
desire and need for improving the farm
ing business. 

A healthy interest continues among 
farmers in co-operative marketing and 
to some extent in co-operative purchas
ing. The county agent force has been 
called upon to extend the usual assist
ance to new associations and to these 
already going concerns. 

"These Changing Times" 
Undoubtedly agriculture is undergoing 

a great transition. There is almost no 
encl to new developments and movements 
in the field of agriculture of which 
county agent service is a part of the 
warp and woof. Many were compara
tively new ten years ago but in large 
measure have now become almost com
monplace and necessary. These things 
are too evident to enumerate. 

"Things," however, must not become 
an impediment to objectives. The fed
eral law defines extension work as the 
g1v111g of instruction and practical 
demonstrations. T he state law indicates 
in part that "the objects shall be to im
prove the science, art and business of 
agricu lture and home economics." The 
county agent service then must be ex
pected to teach better farm and home 
practices and improve the farming busi
ness. It must help people become more 
capable and they must experience de
velopment as a result of the service. 
It must enrich their lives, impart to them 
vision, and widen their horizon. It 
must work sincerely and genuinely for 
them. It must set in motion many 
fo rces that wi lJ persist. 

Fifty Keeping Records 
Rice county now has so Better Farming 

club members who are keeping detailed 
farm business records. All are good co
operators, County Agent H ass says. 

Potato Club Honors 
Won by Finnish Lad 

Of 1,03 l Minnesota boys. and g:irls 
enrolled in the potato growmg project 
of 4-H club work in 1921:! Eino Kangas, 
16-year-old F innish boy of A urora, St. 
Louis cow1ty, won the state grand 
championship and a $20 P lanet Jr. culti
vator, the gift of a Ph!Jadelpb1a manu
facturing company. Emo raised Irish 
Cobblers at the rate of 584 bushels an 
acre. 

Other winners in their order were 
Ernest Madsen of Askov, Fine county, 
and Gladys Hamm of Menahga, Wadena 
county both of whom will receive a 
lower priced cultivator; Laurence J obn
son of Malung, Roseau county, and 
E ldon Fogt of Askov, free trips to the 
annual junior short course at University 
Farm and Kenneth Hamm of Menahga, 
a fre~ trip to the Farm Boys' Camp at 
the 1929 .\&innesota State Fair. Mad
sen, the rw111er up, produced the spuds 
on his plot al the rate of SSS bushels 
an acre. 

Potato club work for 1928, just sum
marized in the office of T. A. Erickson, 
also won trips to the Farm ·Boys' Camp 
for Clayton Schiller of Greenbush, 
Roseau county; Duane Saunders of 
Roseau, Henry Lei feld of Hasting , 
Richard Furrier of Mankato, Milton 
Huldeen of North St. Paul, Robert 
Erlandson of Aitkin, Maurice Taylor of 
Mineral Center, Cook county, and Hugo 
Opsahl of Grand Marais. Eino is also 
assured of a free ride to the fair and 
maintenance for a week in the camp. 

The _project showed substantial growth 
in 1928. The 1,031 members are to be 
compared with 772 in 1Q27, 602 in 192(5, 
and 743 in 1925. 

Eino, the champion, bought the best 
seed obtainable, and gave it a formalde
hyde bath to minimize the danger from 
scab, rhizoctonia, and blackleg. As the 
vines grew he sprayed them diligently 
and learned to identify diseased plants 
and so was able to cull them out and 
to keep the patch clean. He escaped a 
heavy attack of blight, from which the 
fields of his neighbors suffered, by the 
fortunate circumstance of havmg lo
cated his patch on high ground. 

"I selected seed for my next year's 
potato plot from the healthiest plants 
in the field," he writes, "and am anxious 
to try my luck again in the certified 
seed potato game. I fee l that I have 
profited from my club work in a way 
that cannot be expressed in dollars and 
cents." 

Death of Mrs. Leighton 
The many friends of Ramer D. Leigh

ton in the extension service wi ll be 
grieved to hear of the death of his 
mother at her home near Stockton, 
Winona county, Saturday afternoon , 
February 23. Burial services were held 
at Winona the following Tuesday after
noon. 

Junior Show Moving Pictures Ready 
Two copies of a moving picture film 

taken at the 1928 M innesota Junior Live
stock Show are now avai lable and may 
be had on application to T. A. Erick
son at Un iversity Farm. The film is 
short and should be shown with other 
films. Some of the winners at South 
St. Paul appear in the pictures. 



Club Classes Larger, 
Better at Crookston 

Boys and girls from 12 Red river 
va lley counties exhibited sheep, swine, 
poultr v, dairy and beef calves, potatoes, 
and corn at the Red River Valley Win
ter Shows, Crookston, the week of Feb
ruary 4 to 8. The club cla es were 
larger in all departments than in previ
ous years. The quality, loo, was of the 
highest order in both the livestock and 
crops exhibits. Judges and visitors 
agreed that the Ji lling and preparing 
for the show were far superior to previ
ous years. 

Many of the boys and girls remained 
for the entire week in order to attend 
the special meetings, demonstrations and 
contc ts for club members. T. A. Erick
son, state club leader, talked on the ob
jects of 4-H club work and led the dis
cussion in a leadership conference. 
W. E. Morris, H. R Searles, 0. .i\L 
Kiser, and W . E. Stanfield put on sheep, 
dairy, feeding and poultry demonstra
tions. Judging contests were conducted 
in general livestock, dairy and poultry 
on Friday. 

The boys and girls were guests of the 
Red River Valley Livestock Breeders 
association at a banquet on Monday 
night after which they were given free 
admission to the evening program in the 
armory. A get-together party, movie 
and trip to the Northwest School of 
Agriculture were other activities ar
ranged for the juniors. 

M. H. Ostrem, county agent of Kitt
son county, and A. W. Aamodt of West 
Polk county had charge of the livestock 
and crops exhibit . R. H. Giberson and 
Mrs. Braamse (Edna Brown) assisted 
with the club program. 

Si lver trophies were won by Johnny 
Meyer of Ada, who had the grand 
champion dairy calf in the club show, 
and by Wayne augle, Ada, who had 
the grand champion beef calf in the 
club class and the champion steer of 
the show. 

Grace Anderson of Warren won the 
cup a second time with her sheep, plac
ing first in both the breeding and market 
classes as well as the champion market 
sheep of the show. Carl Hartke of 
Hawley won a cup with a Poland China 
gilt. Carl also placed first with his 
gi lt in a strong open class. Edith 
Mosteller of Felton won the cup with 
her pen of White Rocks. Wayne Naugle 
won the showmanship contest for the 
second success ive year. 

HOME AGENT APPOINTED 
FORFAITTBAULTCOUNTY 
Julia 0. Newton, state leader of home 

demonstration agents, announce the ap
pointment of Mary Jane Boyd as home 
demonstration agent for Faribault cour~ty 
with headquarters at Blue Earth. Miss 
Boyd wi ll begin her work early in 
March. She is a graduate of the four
yea r home economics course at Stout 
Institute at Menomonie, Wisconsin, and 
has taught in high schools of ebraska 
and Wisconsin and fo r nearly three 
years at Winnebago, Mi nnesota. She 
is a native of Nebraska. 

Fourteen Groups in Project 
Fourteen groups are studying home 

management proj ects thi year in Yellow 
Medicine. 

EXTENSION SERVICE NEWS 

I CHANGES IN PERSONNEL I 
C. D. Patterson, in Lac qui Parle 

coun ty, goes to Wagner, South Dakota, 
this month to begin farmi ng operations. 
W. A. Dickinson, of Ogi lvie, Mi nnesota, 
has been elected to succeed him. 

On March r E. C. Lenzmeier, agent 
in Brown county, became a Carver 
county farmer. His successor is Paul 
W. Kunkel, high school agricul turist at 
Adams, Minnesota. 

In mid February A. W. Jacob accepted 
the county agent position at Sapulpa, 
Oklahoma. Carro l L. Blakeslee, instruc
tor in animal husbandry at the School 
of Agricul ture at Grand Rapids, wi ll 
succeed him Apri l I. 

Some interesting particulars regardi ng 
these men will appear in the Apri l I 
issue. 

Crow Wing Re-appoints Johnson 
Fred N. Johnson, Deerwood, who 

served as assistant club leader for six 
months last year in Crow Wing county. 
has been re-appointed and began his 
work March I. He will work three 
days a week for six months. He is a 
graduate of the Minnesota School of 
Agriculture, having received his dip loma 
in 1926, and has had life-long farm ex
perience. Crow Wing has the distinction 
of being the first county to re-appo int 
its club leader out of 25 which had lead
ers last year, says Mr. Erickson. 

Peck Speaks at Winnipeg 
Answering the appeal to '"Come on 

over into 'Canada' and help us," Direc
tor F . W. P eck appeared at Winnipeg 
before the annual convention of Agri
cultural Societies of Manitoba on 
February 6, where he spoke on '"An 
Educational Se1·vice to Rural People." 
Specifically, Mr. Peck explained the 
Minnesota plan of county agricultural 
extension work. Manitoba at present 
has nothing of this sort, but is con
sidering establishing such. a service. 

77 One-Act Plays Listed 
A list of 77 one-act plays suitable for 

rural production is now available on re
quest to the Mailing Room, University 
Farm. These plays were selected and 
the list compiled by Miss Florence Lang, 
home .demonstration agent of St. Louis 
county. All types of one-act skits are 
included. Information given includes 
the titles authors and publishers of the 
various p'lays, brief descriptions of plots, 
number and kind of characters needed. 
settings required, and the amount of 
royalty attached, if any. 

Watonwan Office In Court House 
Lloyd E. Hudson, Watonwan's agent, 

reports new headquarters, his office. hav
ing been moved to the cou.rt house m ~t. 
James, January 12, where 1t now occup ies 
what was formerly known as the grand 
jury room. 

New Club Paper for St. Louis 
Copies of The Lone Pine, a nicely 

printed and well made up organ of St. 
St. Louis county 4-H clubs, have been 
received at extension offices at Univer
sity Farm. The goal in St. Louis coun.~y 
this year is a club enrollment that will 
equal or surpass the membership of 3,019 
in 1928. 
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Cold and Drifts Slow 
Up January Activities 

"J anuary was an exceptional month in 
that every day had sub-zero weather," 
remarks H. C. Pederson of Traverse, 
who adds that "this had somewhat 
the same effect on extension work 
that it would have on molasses." · From 
Kittson, M. H. Ostrem headed his report 
with a paragraph entitled "Snowbound." 
From every county it was the same story 
of cancelled and postponed meetings, and 
reduced attendance due to raging bliz
zards, blocked roads, extreme co ld, sick
ness, or what have you ? 

A large number of the meetings and 
demonstrations fo r which specialists had 
been engaged bad to be called off, while 
many of those held were reached only by. 
dint of a good deal of "git and grit," 
judging from accounts. Nevertheless 
much constructive work was accom
plished. 

With travel minimized, the agents spent 
an unusually large share of their t ime in 
doing office jobs, outlining plans and 
projects, getting out circulars and press 
material, putting their fi les in shape and 
in general adding to the efficiency of their 
respective headquarters. Telephone traf
fic was heavy, natura lly. 

January is the month of annual meet
ings for farmers' co-operative associa
tions, and nearly every agent spent sev
eral days attending these events, taking 
part in the programs and assisting with 
the general arrangements. Reports in 
regard to the status and outlook for these 
co-operatives are highly optimistic and 
it is evident that much of their success is 
due to help and advice given by the local 
agents who find in this work excellent 
opportunities for real service as well as 
means for e,'Ctend ing their own acquaint
ance and influence. 

FOUR CLUB MEMBERS 
IN FUTURITY PROJEC'T 

Viola Verdoorn, Arthur Vermeersch, 
Frank Senden, and Norman Orsen, 4-H 
club members of Lyon county, have en
tered upon their fourth year of dairy 
club work and, in addition, have enrolled 
in the J ersey Cattle Club futurity project 
promoted by the national Jersey cattle 
organization. A ll four will feed and care 
for heifer calves, the progeny of the 
three-year-old cows which they used in 
the first years of club work. As mem
bers of tl1e futurity project they must 
keep accurate production records. 

Club Leader, County Agent W ed 
Edna Al ice Brown, an assistant state 

club leader in Minnesota, was married on 
Monday, February 4, at the home of her 
parents at Rock River, Michigan, to 
Byron L. Braamse, agricultw·al agent 
for Mid land county in tl1at state. Mem
bers of tl1e extension staff mute in 
tendering hearty congratulations and best 
wishes. 

Doing Their Bit for Club Work 
Just to do their bit for club work, 

directors of the Ottertail Power com
pany wi ll give a scholarship worth $140, 
good at the Nortl1west School at Crook
ston, to the winner of tl1e dairy calf 
club project in Ottertail county. The 
offer is not only for the present year 
but for 1930 and 1931 as well. 
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OUTLOOK CONFERENCE 
ATTENDED BY DONOVAN 
R. L. Donovan, farm management spe

cialist, was Minnesota's representative in 
the 'vVashington conference called for the 
purpose of preparing the Agricultural 
Outlook Report for 1929. Forty-five 
states were represented by 63 extension 
service men; the territory of Hawaii sent 
a county agent. 

Three sessions were held nearly every 
day either to consider the report or to 
discuss methods of doing the outlook 
work in the field. Regional conferences 
were a new feature. Mr. Donovan took 
an active part in the deliberations, and on 
Thursday, January 24, gave a radio ad
dress on "The Northwestern Agricultural 

ituation." This address was broadcast 
through station KSTP and was heard in 
all parts of the northwest. 

As a quarter of a million copies of 
outlook bulletins have been distributed, 
and as 38 or more states have issued 
state and regional reports for 1929, out
look information has been given wider 
distribution in a shorter period of time 
than has been given to any other kind of 
useful information in tl1e past,' says The 
Official Record. The press and radio 
services also gave nation-wide publicity 
to the report. · 

WAN-BRO-COT EXHIBITS 
WIN IN STATE SHOW 

Although \Vatonwan, Brown and Cot
tonwood counties are not generally con
sidered as being especially well su ited 
for flax and red clover, exhibits of these 
crops shown at the Wan-Bro-Cot crop 
show early in J anuary carried off top 
honors at the state exhibit the fo llowing 
week at University Farm. The top three 
samples of red clover and the top five 
samples of flax at the Wan-Bro-Cot show 
were awarded similar stand ing in the 
state competition, says Lenzm'eier of 
Brown, who cites these examples as an 
indication of the high type of exhibits 
disp layed in all classes at the tri-county 
show. · 

Soilvita Bulletin To Be Reprinted 
County agents are adv ised that the 

extension bulletin on tria ls of Soi lvita is 
b~ing reprinted <i:ncl that a new supply 
will soon be available. In this connec
tion Dr. F . J. Alway calls attention to 
the fact that the United States Depart
ment in Farmers' Bulletin l,4g6, revised 
to August ro, 1928, refers to such prep
arations as Soilvita in the last paragraph 
of the summary and on pages 19, 20, 22 
and 23. , Agents should send for copies 
of this bulletin. 

13 Institutes Planned 
L. 0. Jacob of Anoka was " in confer

ence" much of January and as a 1·esult 
speakers were scheduled and arrange
ments i;t~de. for .holding 13 one-clay 
farmers 1nst1tutes Ill as many communi
ties throughout the county. Dates for 
these events run from February r6 to 
March 28, according to the tentative 
sched ule. The American Farm Bureau 
movie fi lm, "Uncle Sam's Choice" has 
been secured for showing at these ~vents. 

738 Join Farm BUieau 
Lyon county reported 738 farm bureau 

members at the clo e of its campaign in 
January. • 

EXTENSION SERVICE NEWS 

DAIRY EXTENSION WORK 
PUSHED IN CLEARWATER 
Chambers of Clearwater reports a large 

share of his time in January spent in 
conducting dairy feeding meetings, of 
which 14 were held in six different com
munities. Attendance fluctuated with 
road and weather conditions, but butter
makers in the various communities atte t 
to much favorable comment heard from 
farmers. 

At requests from severa l interested 
farmers, an attempt is being made to 
organize a cow testing association in the 
southern part of the county. Fifteen 
members signed up in January. A rea 
T.B. testing is being promoted. A talk 
by W. A. Peck, livestock commissioner, 
did much to win the approval of the 
county commissioners, while general sen
timent favoring the test is being built up 
through publicity and ta lks by the county 
agent. 

Fischers Welcome Baby Daughter 
Cards followed by cigars received by 

friends at University Farm announced 
the birth on Saturday, February 23. of 
Barbara Jean to County Agent and 
Mrs. R. A. Fischer of Nicollet county. 
The News in behalf of the force extends 
its congratulations. 

Gets Kiwanis Post 
Willis Lawson, Freeborn, has been 

made chairman of the agricultural com
mittee of the Albert Lea Kiwanis 
club. During January, the Kiwanians 
gave programs for two meetings of 
Farmers' clubs and have scheduled oth
ers for coming months. The programs 
make for much closer contact between 
farmers and business men, Mr. Lawson 
says. 

Five Nutrition Groups Formed 
Five groups enrolled for the nutrition 

proj~ct in Roseau in January began work 
March r. Mr. Taylor reports also that 
three dairy feeding schools were con
ducted during the month and arrange
ments made for a series of farm insti
tutes to be held in co-operation with the 
Great Northern railway. 

Business Men Continue Support 
The Business Men's association of 

MarshalJ, Lyon county, is helping to pro
mot~ baby beef club work this year, as it 
has 1i;i ~ea1·s past. Whenever necessary, 
association members will advance funds 
which wil l be paid /back in the fall. Each 
business man will sponsor the work of 
some particular club member. 

18 New Co-operators SecUied 
Hanse~ -of Waseca reports that 30 

farmers Ill that county co-operated with 
_ the farm management and extension di

vis ions last year in keeping farm ac
counts and that every one completed the 
work. The first week of January this 
year, 28 of these signed up again, 'whi ](' 
18 new co-operators were secured . 

Nearly 500 Poultry Show Entries 
The Pennington county poultry show 

attracted 460 entri es, of which 140 were 
turkeys: This was ~me of the la rgest 
entry lists ever obtamed in Pennington 
and would have been even larger had 
th~ weather been more favorable. ' Pre
m.tum money amounting to $432 was dis
tnbuted 

NEW AGENT GETTING A 
GOOD START IN WILKIN 

J uclging from his first report, 0. R. 
Grover, the new agent in Wilkin, is get
ting off to a fine start. Early in J a.nuary 
he met with the local executive com
mittee and mapped out a comprehensive 
program of work for 1929. P lans call 
for 20 fertilizer trials, the introduction of 
new crop varieties, smut control and seed 
corn campaigns, li vestock feeding schools 
and the greater use of purebred sires, 20 
members for the turkey project, nearly 
400 junior club members, and IO farmers 
to make and adopt permanent farming 
plans, while the bureau wil l strive to 
bring the membership in the . county to 
300. These are on ly a few high spots 
from the agent's report. A very suc
cessful annual meeting was held with 
F. E . Balmer and A. J. Olson as 
speakers. 

WILL MAKE TEST OF 
MAIL ORDER TESTING 

k ulty of \Vinona reports that fo l
lowing conferences with 14 farmers in 
his county, in which the mail order plan 
of cow testing was explained, three of 
them have enrolled for the work with the 
Monroe county, Wisconsin, group. The 
cost for Winona farmers wi ll be the 
same as for tho e in Wisconsin, although 
the former do not get any field service. 
The object is to try out tl1e system with 
a small group with the idea of starting 
a local association in \tVinona next year 
if the plan meets with sufficient ap
proval. 

Sheay Had Busy Month 
Although January was the colde t 

month in IO years, the Scott county agent 
had a busy time of it. There were 107 
office callers and 19-1- telephone calls dur
ing the month. Twenty-two farms were 
visited, 3,o6o copies of 28 different bulle
tins distributed. 42 articles published in 
the county press, 4o6 miles traveled, and 
12 meetings held with aggregate attend
ance of 1,265 persons. 

4-H Enthusiasm High 
"Enthusiasm in boys' and girls' club 

wc.rk seems to be greater than at any 
previous time," remarks R. A. Fischer. 
Nicollet county, in his January report. 
"Workers are starting their projects ear
lier this year; l I in the baby beef proj
ect are already feeding their calves. 
Plans arc being made to ecure a club 
leader for this season." 

Club Enrollment Heavy 
Nearly 200 club member s were signed 

up in A itkin county in January. Mr. 
ash visited several organized clubs and 

called at schools to arouse interest. The 
dairy calf, sewing, and sheep clubs proved 
to have a strong appeal. 

Interest in Testing Grows 
Blue Earth county farmers are taking 

greater interest in cow testing this year 
than at any time since the work was 
begun, says L. E. McMillan in his Janu-
ary report. · 

Seed Exchange Established 
·. A pure seed exchange has been estab

lished at the Rock countv extension 
office. -
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