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Cour1ty Agents Set New Record 1n 1926 
(By F. E. Balmer. State Leader of County 

Agents.) 

A 24 per cent increase in effectiveness 
of service to Minnesota agriculture is 
the signal achievement of Minnesota 
county agents in 1926. 

The total instances of service of Min
nesota agents in 1926 numbered 1,271,304. 
This is an increase of 249,410 over 1925, 
and 287,177 over 1924. 

The offices of the county agents are 
serving the farming public of the re
spective counties about 300 days per 
year. The average number of services 
per day per county averaged 46 in 1924; 
52 in 1925 ; and grew to 67 per day in 
1926. This 1926 record means an av
erage of 9Y, instances of service per 
farm for the year for the counties 
maintai ning the county agent work. 

Starting as a pioneer effort in the 
state in 1912, the county agent work 
has grown in 14 years into a highly 
organized movement through which the 
manifold interests of the farmer and 
the farm family are being served. The 
range o f problems dealt with includes 
farm development and organization; the 
soil problem, so il fer tility, crop yields, 
meeting seed needs, use of adaptable 
varieties, weed control, dairy develop
ment, increasing livestock returns, the 
future of the boys and gi rl s on the 
farm, the in terests and needs of the 
farm women, the job of learni ng to 
work together, socia l and recreational 
needs and the building of a satisfactory 
community life. 

A gratifying development is that coun
ty govern ments, as well as both state and 
fed eral departments of government, are 
recognizing more and more that the 
county extension office is a necessary and 
important department of county affairs. 
The growing number of contacts made 
and increased services by agents from 
year to year is evidence that the county 
extension office has become a local head
quarters for agricultural affairs; it is a 
place where the facts of the agriculture. 
of the region are assembled and made 
available to all ; and it performs a serv
ice that gives direction to the farm enter
prises of the region. 

Major Achievements for 1926 Sum
marized 

A total of 1,236 communities of the 
state co-operated with the agents in 1926 
in developing local programs of exten
sion work. This is an increase of 311 
communities over those co-operating in 
1925. Clubs, both adult and junior, 
which carried on extension work, grew 
from 1,957 in 1925 to 2,065 in 1926 and 
the membership of these clubs or co
operating ·groups, l11cludii1g men, women, 

HOME CONFERENCE 
CALLED FOR FEB. 28-

MARCH 5 AT U FARM 
The annual home conference will 

be held February 28 to March 5 in
clusive. The home agents will meet 
with the state staff the first three 
days for a careful study of some 
home demonstration problems. 

On March 3 the county home and 
community chairmen will be invited 
to join them and remain for the rest 
of the week. During these days 
the discussions will center largely 
on problems of organization, and on 
methods of increasing the number 
of women who participate in and 
appreciate home demonstration 
work. 

Miss Neale S. Knowles, state 
home demonstration leader of Iowa, 
will be present March 3 and 4 and 
take a prominent part on the pro
gram. Last year 22 cou!lties se_nt 
their home and community chair
men. It is hoped that many more 
will do so this year. 

boys and girls, increased from 37,g64 in 
1925 to 39,649 in 1926. 

The grand total attenda!1ce at meet
ings including demonstrat10n meetmgs, 
Iocai short courses, farmers' institutes, 
training meetings for local leaders, boys' 
and girls' club encampments an~ other 
gatherings, grew from 499,150 111 1925 
to 594,919 in i926. 

Farm and Field Practices Improved 

A total of 4,o66 different farme:s were 
assisted in phases of improved s01l man
agement. 0 f this numb~r 2,292 . 1:1sed 
II 120 tons of commercial fertilizer, 
which to a large extent was invol".e.d in 
the application of phosphate fertihzers 
to the prairie soi ls of western .a~1d south
western Minnesota. In add1t1on 1,375 
farmers used 21,159 tons of limestone, 
which is becoming more and more o~ a 
general farm practice in the areas which 
have acid sandy soils. The volume of 
limestone applied by co-opera.ting farm
ers grew from 13,774 to~s m 1925 to 
21,159 tons in 1926, or an mcrease of 54 
per cent. 

A total of 4379 farmers adopted im
proved practices in 1926 relative to co:n, 
wheat oats rye, and barley culture, m
cludin1g the' procuring of improved s~ed, 
the practice of seed sel_ect1<;>n. trea~ng 
grains for smut, germmation testmg, 

making variety tests and other methods. 
The total farmers co-operating in these 
enterprises in 1925 numbered 2,017, so in 
this fie ld there has been an increase of 
114 per cent in co-operation. 

Altogether, 8,270 farmers were aided 
in reference to the growing of al fa! fa, 
sweet clover, other clovers, soybeans, and 
pasture improvement. Of this number, 
5,883 co-operated in alfal fa~ culture '!nd 
2, IOI in sweet clover growmg. Growmg 
more of these crops, particularly alfalfa, 
has been a standing project since the 
inception of the service in Minnesota. 
That there has been some effect of th is 
effort is evident by the fact that the 
federa l census of 1909 credited Minne
sota with only 2,288 acres of alfalfa, 
mostlv in Carver and Hennepin counties, 
then ·for 1919 reported 45.410 acres of 
a lfa lfa, which acreage grew to 220,256 
in 1924. Many agencies have, however, 
co-operated in this deveiopment. ' 

Co-operators in potato improvement, 
seed selection, seed treatment, sp a;' ng, 
and other methods grew from 9:53 dif
ferent farmers in 1925 to 1,126 farmers 
in 1926. 

Interest is well maintained in horticul
tural practices, home ground improve
ment and like activities. Co-operators 
in forest plantings grew from 159 in 
1925 to 291 in 1926. 

Livestock Interests Dominant 
The interest of Minnesota farmers in 

the livestock projects is greater than in 
any other group of activities. The total 
number of farms co-operating in im
proved practices relative to Ii vestock in
clude 7,536 in dairying, 1,041 in beef 
production, 1,503 in swine, 456 in sheep, 
and 3,583 in poultry. Farmers assisted 
in rationing totaled 6,572, of which 3,366 
were in dairying, 414 in beef, 627 in 
swine, 123 in sheep, and 2,042 in poultry 
rationing. A total of 28,46,5 dairy cows 
were under test for butter fat production 
in 1926, an increase of 6,2'97 over 1925. 
Farms assisted in obtaining purebred 
sires numbered 891 dairy, 342 beef, 567 
swine, 201 sheep, and 1,206 poultry. In 
addition 2,622 farms were assisted in 
obtaining high grade or purebred fe
male breeding stock. 

Poultry culling continues to be an 
important activity in that 8,967 farms 
discarded 39,200 birds out of 152,000 
birds handled. The control of livestock 
diseases is a project of growing impor
tance from the standpoint of both human 
as well as animal health. A total of 
13,202 farmers were assisted in plans 
wherebY' cattle were tested for tuber
culosis, and hogs \vere vaccinated for 
cho lera on 1,167 farms. 

(Continued on next page) 
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p1·ans were furnished for 132 dwell
ings. constructed or remodeled, 227 barns, 
144 hog houses, 926 po_ultry houses, 155 
silos and 150 other buildings, or a total 
of 2:240 buildings. . . . 

It is evident that the economic. situation 
confronting farmers is prevcntm_g the~ 
from making the progress desired m 
improving fa.n:i. structures .. Of the .en
gineering activities, the c\onu_nant pro)ect 
is the service in land clearmg, part1_cu
larly in the securing of war explosive. 
As reported elsewhere, a total of more 
than 1,500,000 pounds of pyrotol ~as 
distributed to M inncsota farmers dunng 
the past year. The agents. report a total 
of 8,378 farmers co-operat111g m i926 111 
clearing a total of 41,793 acres. 9th~r 
engineering proj.ects included ser~>tce 111 
relation to dram~ge, sew'.lgc. c\ispos_al, 
water systems, hcatmg and lighting equip-
ment. 

A total of 967 different. farmers co-
operated in practices relati.vc to farm 
management, fa rm accountmg, cost. of 
production records, farm org?nizatio~1. 
leasing or other practices. Assistance m 
relalioi~ lo credit was given to 260 farm-
ers. 

Nine New Co-operatives 
The co-operative marketing associa-

tions in which the county extension 
servi~e has a friendly interest, operates 
so effectively that a rather limited service 
i5 extended in this field . However, nine 
new associations were formed during the 
year with r,239 members and the agents 
report co-opera lion extended to 42 asso
ciations previously organ ized, whid1 have 
a membership of 14,809. The total vol
ume of business transacted by co-opera
tive associations served by the agents 
during the year amounts to $10,660,821, 
with savings effected amounting to $328,-
188. It musl be acknowledged, however, 
that report in this field are difficult to 
secure and arc, therefore, rather incom
plete. 

In the various home projects, 17,834 
women were enrolled including clothing, 
nutrition, poultry, home management, 
millinery, and other projects. But littl e 
home project work is carried on in coun
ties not employing county agents. 

The enrollment in boys' and girls' club 
work for the entire state in 1926 totaled 
26,572, of which number 21,038 completed 
their projects. The county agents play 
an important part in promoting and in 
giving direction to the club work in 
counties in which they are employed. 

EXTENSION SERVICE NEWS 

Phosphate Fertilizer 
Advice from Alway 

Dr. F. J. Alway, chief of the division 
of soi ls, recently addressed ont? of the 
county agents of southern .1Imnesota, 
giving general recommendations as lo 
procedure in planning phosphate demon
strations. He said: 

"It is important to remember that there 
is no such thing as there being any per
centage gain that you may reasQnably 
expect for the fields of any county, 
township, or part of township. A great 
variation will be found from farm to 
farm, from field to fie Id on the same 
far m, and even from one part of a field 
to another. Thus it may often happen 
that on small fie lds on three adjacent 
farms the one would show no distinct 
benefit, another an increase with alfalfa 
of 20 per cent, and a third an increase 
of roo per ce11t. 

"There is no method now known of 
avo iding the actual field trial on different 
parts of his own farm if the farmer is to 
find out whether phosphate can be used 
on his farm profitably. During the trial 
stage in any county it is not wise to 
encourage the farmers to buy much. 
Un less you have a large number of co
operato rs I think a carload may be too 
much for you. In Renville county I 
believe there were more than 150 co
operators and they used something like 
60 tons of treble superphosphate. It 
would be better to use only part of a car 
and have it cost a little more per ton 
than to urge co-operators unduly to in
crease their purchases in order to be -
able to take a whole car and secure a 
lower price per ton. 

"vVhile it is very easy, in my opinion, 
to go too far in encouraging individual 
farmers to buy considerable amounts of 
the material as a trial, you cannot go 
too far in increasing the number of farm
ers trying it. It would be a good thing 
if you were able to induce every farmer 
in your county to try one sack of pho -
phate the coming year, using some on 
his alfa lfa, some on the piece of corn 
from which he expects to gather his seed. 
and also some on wheat or barley." 

A report on the effect of the phosphate 
on the corn in the season of 1926 will 
appear in the Extension Serl"ice r ews 
in the near future. 

Cavert Studies Ohio-Illinois Methods 
W . L. Cavert has been studying farm 

management extension methods in Ohio 
and Illinois. He Visited a hal f dozen 
county agents in each and spent a clay at 
Columbus and another at Urbana. He 
found that county agent service in Illi
nois is largely financed by local clues 
from members of the farm bureau. 
County agents there take no part in or
ganizing home demonstration work un
less there is a home agent in the county. 

[r. Cavert also studied the work that 
M. L. Mosher is doing and interviewed 
farmers who are co-operating. Mr. 
Mosher will be remembered as one of 
the speakers at the recent M in nesota 
extens ion conference. 

Better Than All the Doctors 
A St. Charles father to Agent Mc

N ulty of Winona: "My boy got more 
help physically from club work than he 
did from medical treatment. The boy 
is inclined to be nervous and club work 
did wonders for him." 

Boy Farm Operator 
Is Corn Club Winner 

Howard Sanford, 17 years old, who 
operates a 120-acre farm for his moth~r, 
Mrs. E lsie Sanford of Fanbault, Rice 
county, i the 4-H corn club champion 
in :Minnesota. He won the acre contest 
with a yield of 79.68 bushels of dry 
cGrn and the five-acre contest with an 
aver~ge of 62,36 bu hels. Exhibits, yields. 
records, and tory are the factors deter
mining this contest. Howard's scor~ was 
CJ7 out of a possible roo. 

The boy farmer plowed his land, which 
had been in pasture, in ovember, 1925. 
Early last May he harrowed and dragged 
tlie soil until he had a fine seed bed. On 
May 7 he planted seed of yellow dent 
which he had ear tested. He gave his 
field four cultivations. He had the best 
ten ears in the junior co rn club five-acre 
competition at the Faribault fair and 
was second in two events in the open 
classes. 

Second in the race in the southern sec
tion of the state was Rollo Campe of 
Granada. Martin county. Marcus Teeters, 
also of Granada, was third, and Edward 
Elwood of Le Sueur Center was fourth. 
:Myron Hokeness of Northfield led the 
field in the central section with a yield 
of dry corn to the acre of 79.53 bushels. 
Lester Ost of Montevideo was second, 
Ambrose Bleseper of Northfield, third, 
and Carl Fahning of Cleveland, Le Sueur 
county, fourth. \Villiam Co leman of 
Aitkin was first in the northern section, 
71 bushels to the acre; Frank Byreulh~r 
of Beimettville, Aitkin county, second; 
Fehr Grahnquist of Lancaster, Kittson 
county, third, and \Villiam San ford of 
Palisade, Aitkin county, fourth . 

Highest hono rs in the junior com club 
show at the week s short course at Uni
versity Farm for farmers and home
makers were awarded as fo llows: 

Southern Section, yellow dent-Warren 
Brodt, Fairmont, first; Howard Sanford Fari
ba~lt, second; Howard Toppenberg, Fai'rmont, 
third ; Paul B. Larson, St. P eter, fourth. 
White dent-Robert Blanchar, Sherburn, first; 
Rollo Campe, Granada, second; Austin Lin
strom, St. Peter, third ; D ale Kelsey, Lewis
ville, W atonwan county, fourth. 

Central S~ction, yellow dent.-Lester Ost 
Montevideo, fi rst; M arilin Goetschel, Still~ 
water, second; Ross Bryant, Mon tevid'!O, third ; 
Walter Goetschel, Stillwater, fourtb. White 
dent-Erwin Gilbertson, Pelican Rapids, first; 
Gai l Bryant, Monticello, second; Norman R"s
tad, Pelican Rapids, third; Walter Goetschel 
of Stillwater and M yron Hokeness of North
field, tied for fourth. Lloyd Johnson of Fer
gus Falls was first for northwestern dent. 

N orthern Section, yellow dent-Lonn Bra
ten, Barnesville, first; L ester L arson, Barnes
ville, second; Eldred Johnson, D etroit L akes 
third; Frank Byreuther, Bennettville, fourth'. 
White dent-William C?leman, Aitkin, first ; 
Arthur Heng, Barnesville, second ; Harold 
Gray, · Detroit Lakes, third; John Gehrig 
Barnesville, fourth. Arthur Ladvig of Rothsay 
was first for northwestern dent, a nd P ehr 
Grahnquist of L ancaster first for Gehu flint. 

Cash prizes for the juniors were de
rived from a fund of $200 given by the 
Minneapolis Civic and Commerce asso
ciation -$roo for distribution on ex
hibits (something for every exhibitor ) 
and $roo for distribution on general corn 
club records. Thirty medals, to be award
ed to IO members having the best record 
in each of the three districts, are pro
vided by the publishers of The Farmer. 
Other prizes at stake were one free trip 
to the National Club Congress in Chi
cago next December, won by H oward 
Sanford; ~o trips to the 1927 State Fair, 
and IO tnps to the club short cnurse 
to be held at University Farm in June. 



Farmers' Week at ''lT" 
Meets All Expectations 
vVith registration upwards of I,200 

and meeting all expectations, and a pro
gram said by many farmers to be the 
best yet presented in the series, the 
13th annual Farmers' and Homemakers' 
Vveek Short Course has passed into 
history. If those who came for a day 
and failed to register could be counted, 
it would be found that I,400 or more 
were attracted to the farm by the events 
of the week. 

"The week was one of th e most suc
cessful we have had," says Dr. A. V . 
Sto rm, the director. "While the atten
dance was not quite as large as in years 
when the weather was better, the inter
est was intense and maintained to the 
last. An atmosphere of quiet but sub
stantial confidence in the future of li fe 
in the country was noticeable all through 
the course." 

Co-operation that Counts 
Splendid co-operation was given by 

the Minnesota Farm Bureau Federation 
the second day when it opened its an
nual convention. President J. F. Reed 
pronounced thi s the best meeting it had 
ever held. 

The first evening meeting was fea
tured by the attendance of IO of the 
original group of 16 Master Farmers. 
Dan 'vVallace of The Farmer gave the 
principal address and presen ted the 
farmers to the audience. 

The School and College of Agricul
ture presented programs the two fo llow
ing nights. Large audiences gathered 
for both events. 

An unusual feature was the livestock 
show and entertainment in the livestock 
pavilion Thursday evening. This brought 
out an audience which packed a' l sides 
of the arena. A dramatic debate or 
dialogue by State Senator Victor Christ
gau and Rudolph Fraker, both graduates 
of schoo l and college, was the outstand
ing event of the evening. 

No One Downhearted 
Many of th e speakers of the week 

sounded a note of optimism. This was 
best reflected in the remarks of C. L. 
Burlingham of the Breeders' Gazette, 
Chicago, who gave the chief address at 
the livestock rally. He said: 

"I would rather be a beginner in agri
culture today than at any time in the 
past. T he trend is not toward the city 
any longer, but is back to the farm. 
Thi s is the age for the young man on 
the farm. I believe that the other in
dustries have al::out reached the limit of 
development, but the field of agr iculture 
is just opening up. A ll indications .point 
to prosperitv on the farm in 1927 and iri 
the years to come." 

Four hundred or more sat down to the 
tables at the an nual supper Friday eve
ning. Pres ident L. D. Coffman of the 
universi ty discussed its financial needs 
and showed that its resources and ap
propriations are much less than those 
of other state universities. 

The annual convention and seed show 
of the Minnesota Crop Improvement 
association and the meetings of live
stock growers and other organizations 
increased the interest as the week 
progressed. 

Nearly 400 homemakers r.egistered. 
Attendance upon their own special 
classes in the home economics section 
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averaged more than roo for the entire 
short course. Class room studies were 
varied by inspirational addresses by 
Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Ripley, and Mr . 
Dah lberg. One woman said: "This 
week at Univers:ty Farm is always a 
real tonic for me; I get ideas which 
lighten many tasks." 

Excerpts from Addresses 
Dean W. C. Coffey-Agriculture does 

not lend itself to mass production in 
the same degree as does industry. But 
progress is being made. Our present 
unsatisfactory situation in agriculture 
with respect to standards of living is 
~ot so much a matter of country people 
hvm g on a lower standard than form
erly, but rather of having to li ve on a 
lower standard than certain other people 
with whom they shou ld be on a par. 
No great nation, and especially no 
democratic nation, can afford to have 
its farmers li ving on a lower plane than 
its industrial workers. 

President C. W. Pugsley, South Da
kota Agricultural College-The age of 
specializa tion has been graduall y over
taking the farm. Farmers are learning 
more about soi l ferti lity, the habits of 
plants and animals, diseases, and mar
kets-all of which require specialized 
knowledge. The more highly specialized 
any line of work becomes, the more 
highly prepared the workers must be to 
succeed. T his means that your chi l
dren must know more about farming 
than you did when you started because 
they are going to step in wl;ere you 
leave off. 

Mrs. Mi ldred Weigley Wood-If the 
homemaker realizes that every task she 
performs in the home is one that has a 
financial return, she will find that the 
element of drudgery is greatly reduced. 
Whenever we have learned to manage 
vnsely we better our home relations 
since we find time to ogani ze them. 

NUTRITION GROUPS SHOW 
INTEREST IN GARDENING 

. Nutri.tion proj ect groups are request
mg ass istance from their county agents 
on vegetable gardening. 

In some counties plans have been made 
-to !1a ye a series <?f meetings on ( r ) 
varieties; (2) making of hot beds and 
cold frames, and thei r use; (3) pests, 
and (4) home storage of vegetables. 

The past year was ·a difficult one for 
the gardener and the proj ect members 
are eager for all the help avai lable. There 
is a supply of extension bulletins on the 
vegetable garden available through the 
bulletin room at Un iversity Farm, St. 
Paul. 

Cholera Hanging On 
Occasional cases of cholera among 

hogs are reported by county agents. 
Jacob of Aitkin county reports the first 
case for eight years in that county. The 
first case of the disease in 1926, a cholera 
year, was reported in December to Roth 
of Crow Wing. Two farms were also 
quarantined in Rice county, says Agent 
Paul Johnson. 

Poultry Project Groups Score 
The work of the poultry project groups 

had such good effect, says Johnson of 
Rice county, that more than 1,000 per
sons crowded into the armory when the 
Cannon Valley poultry show' was on. 
It was the largest attendance ever known 
at this show. 
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Attends Class, Bakes 
Bread at Same Time 

Yellow 1Iedicine, Stevens, and ·Hecker 
counties are having three day of local 
leader training in the clothing project 
unde_r .M. Lois Reid, extension clothing 
specialist. Carlton county is having two 
days of local leader training in Clothing 
II project with 17 groups and 195 mem
bers enrolled. 

Yellow Medicine county and Meeker 
county are taking Clothing II project 
Yellow Med icine having 24 groups wit!~ 
295 enrolled, while Meeker county has 
22 groups with 268 mcmb~rs. Stevens 
county is having Clothing I. enrolling 24 
groups and 336 women. Work in the 
Clothing II project is to start in Free
born cow1ty February r, 2, and 3. 

Mrs. W. A. Peters of Wadena county 
wh~ has bee~1 co1~ducting the clothing 
proiect meetmgs 111 the Thomastown 
community, reports an attendance of 28 
members. Mrs. Peters says: "We had 
33 women present, a ll keenly interested. 
One woman waiked three mi les to a 
neighbor's through the snow to get a 
ride with them so as to be there. The 
day was stormy, but all said it would 
take more than a snow storm to keep 
them home. The lunch hour was short
ened to ha! f an hour so they could get 
the lesson completed before too late an 
hour." 
~rs. J. W. Huff of Emily, Crow 

WJ11g county, has been conduct:ng a 
group of 22 members. J\frs. Huff was a 
le_ader last year and has continued to 
g1.ve the work. Mrs. Huff says: "One 
member of the group brought her bread 
and baked i~ whi le the meeting was in 
progress. 1 hey are very enthusiastic 
over their work and Yery anxious for 
the next meeting." 
~ork. in the clothing project is also 

bemg given by A lice E. Terrill urban 
hc;>t~e demonstration agent in St'. Paul; 
L1ll1an Beard, urban home demonstration 
agent in Minneapolis, and Agnes Erke!, 
home demonstration agent of Blue Earth _ 
county. 

LAWSON RETURNS TO 
COUNTY AGENT WORK 

On January r, Will is i\I. Lawson suc
ceeded E. G. Cort as county agent of 
~reeborn. county. Mr. Lawson needs no 
mt.roduct1on to the e..xtension fo rces in 
Mmnesota as he served for five years as 
agent of Brown county. He is a native 
of Henne_pin county, a graduate of the 
Anoka high school, and completed the 
course a.t the Minnesota Agricultural 
Co.liege 111 1920, where he majored in 
an1!11al husbandry and agricultura l edu
cation. Mr. Cort has become the manager 
~f the State Co-operative Oil associa
t~on,. a 1:ece_nt addition to the co-opera
tive 111st1tutlons organized in Minnesota. 

Land Clearing Contest Planned 
A county-wide land clearing contest is 

in the making in Itasca county. Schwan
t~s and .the county agent have been get
tmg their heads together. 

Only the Best Deserve the Fare 
With ~ay at $25 a ton, dairymen of 

Crow W1.ng county are finding that it is 
poor busmess to keep poor cows, says 
Agent Roth. 
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" U" SUPE RVISE D F LOCKS 
D OUBLE STATE AVERAGE 
Twenty-nine of the original 36 mem

bers of the Poultry Record Farm Pro
ject for 1925 remained steadfast to the 
end, says Cora E. Cooke, poultry spe
cialist of the agricultural extension serv
ice, University of M inncsota. 

The 5,440 hens, the average kept for 
the year in the 29 flocks, laid a total of 
27,991 eggs, an average of r24 a hen for 
the year. The average production per hen 
in Minnesota is about 60 eggs. 

After paying for feed and taking care 
of other expenses, including interest and 
depreciation , the net returns from the 29 
flocks amounted to $12,258.30, or an aver
age per flock of $422.70. 

Women poultry keepers made the best 
records. Mrs. Ivan AndersQn of Anoka 
county had the high record flock for the 
slate. Her White Leghorns averaged 197 
eggs for the year, or 67 eggs more per 
bird than the standard production on 
which comparisons for Minnesota co
operators are made. Mrs. A. C. Spears 
of Beltrami county had the second best 
flock. These fowls were also White Leg
horn s, and their average was 165 eggs. 
The lowest producing flock of the 29 
averaged 68 eggs per hen. 

Diseases took the heavy toll of 13 per 
cent of the full grown birds during the 
year. The mortality among chicks was 
of course, much higher, being 24 per cent 
of all hatched. 

Every flock owner as a co-operator 
keeps records of production and costs 
and report~ them to the poultry specialist 
at U111vers1ty Farm. So far in the 1927 
project records have been received from 
65 co-operators. 

SUCCE SSOR CHOSEN TO 
HUNTEMER IN NOBLES 

A. A. Toole, recent ly of Dunville On
tario, began work as county age1;t of 
Nobles county, January 15, succeeding 
P . '?'f. ~-Iuntemer, who had been in the 
service 111 that county since November 1 
1923, following nearly six years i1~ 
Stearns county, where he began work 
February 1, 1918. Mr. Huntemer recent
ly accepted the secretaryship of the 
alumni association of the South Dakota 
Agricultural College with headquarters 
at Brookings. 

Mr. Toole has an interesting back
ground of farm life. He was born and 
reared on a farm, is a son of one of 
the pi?neer farmers of the province of 
Ontario, ~ho by . the way went through 
the Ontario Agricultural College during 
the years 1877 to 1879. The son is a 
graduate of this institution also in the 
year 191 a ' 

Mr. Toole for a time was engaged in 
a form of service in Canada similar to 
county agent work. He has served as 
the livestock editor of a farm journal, 
and for several years was associate edi
tor of the or'\Ve t Farmer of Winni
peg. 

Substantial Saving 
Several beef and dairy cattle owners 

of Bro\yn c~:>Unty are feeding cottonseed 
meal this wmter for the first time says 
the county agent. Some of them' have 
been buying directly from the southern 
crushing mills and thereby making a 
good saving in the price. ottonseed 
meal is delivered in the county for $15 
a ton less than is oilmeal. 

EXTENSION SERVI CE NEWS 

MINNESOTA JUNIORS 
ENTER ESSAY CONTEST 

Spurretl by the achievement of Gladys 
Lange, club girl of Meeker county, who 
last year won the national essay contest 
sponsored by the Holstein-Fries.ian As
sociation of America, many Mmnesota 
4-H club members have written essays 
and forwarded them to T. A. Erickson, 
the state leader, for entry in the contest 
this year. 

The subject this year is, "What I 
Learned from Calf Club Work in 1926." 
The first prize will be a beautiful true 
type gold medal : the second prize a 
bronze medal. The six best essays will 
be published in the Calf Club News and 
given national circulation. 

It will be remembered that the medal 
was formally presented to Miss Lange 
before 500 guests at the annual junior 
short course banquet at University Farm. 
She had written the best essay submitted 
by any junior in the United States on 
the subject, "What the 1925 Show Sea
son Taught Me." The medal which she 
received from the Holstein-Friesian as
sociation was exhibited to the juniors by 
Director F. W. Peck of the extension 
service. 
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AGENT SAMPSON'S DEATH 
MOURNED BY HUNDREDS 

The sudden death of S. E. Sampson, 
agricultural agent for Traverse county, 
is mourned by a ll his brothers and sisters 
of the e..xtension service and by a host 
of friends in western Minnesota. At the 
threshold of a career that promised much 
of service and benefit he was stricken 
with a fata l attack of pneumonia. 

Mr. Sampson was a graduate of the 
Schoo l and College of Agriculture. and 
for three years while at University Farm 
helped to feed the experimental cattle 
that he might pay his way in college 
and fit hi1melf for a life of usefulness. 
He had been conspicuously successful in 
training the boys and girls of his county 
in livestock pursuits and in other projects 
connected with club work. He is sur
vived by his wife and a young daughter. 

The extension service and his com
munity an<l county are the poorer for 
his passing. To the bereaved wife and 
daughter the extension family tenders 
its heartfelt sympathy. 
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R edwood's Club Booth Acclaimed 

Redwood county's 4-H club booth, 
which made such a fine impression at the 
Minnesota State Fair and Northwest 
Dairy Exposition, won added laurels at 
the American Farm Bureau Federation 
meeting in Chicago. "It commanded 
general attention and was given inter
national recognition as an outstanding 
piece of club work," says Agent Lynn 
Sheldon. 

Miss H ott W ith Commercial Company 

Miss Nora Hott, formerly with the 
Minnesota extension service as a cloth
ing specialist, is now home adviser for 
Bartons Bias Fabrics company. She 
makes her home in New York City, 
but her new position takes her to many 
parts of the co1mtry. · 

TIME TO BE THINKING 
ABOUT ONE'S SEED CORN 

Even though the corn borer may soon 
be knocking at our eastern door, the seed 
corn problem must be met and settled 
this year just as it has been in other 
years of a shortage. · 

Dyer of Meeker county says. see~ corn 
will test 5 per cent less than 1t dtd last 
year, and that seed men report more 
frozen corn this year than last. While 
his county is well supplied with corn, he 
feels that the question of good seed will 
be a troublesome one in many localities . 

Larson of Chisago county reports an 
apparent shortage of good seed '.Ind. is 
urging farmers to test for germmat1on 
quality early in order to make sure of 
a good supply. 

In his last report, Sampson of Trav
erse said that many farmers failed to 
select a sufficient amount of seed corn 
and that there will likely be a shortage 
of good high germinating seed next 
spring. 

CHURCHILL'S COUNTY 
KEEN FOR CLUB WORK 

Churchill of Houston county has to 
his credit the largest number of j unior 
club enrollments yet reported this year 
to t he state office at University Farm. 
Most of this membership was signed up 
prior to the holidays and after a series 
of boys' and girls' short courses over 
the county. 

Mr. Churchill and his assistants have 
enrolled 371 club members, as follows: 
sewing project, 124; bread, 22; canning, 
32 ; garden, 33; pig, 15; poultry, 73; 
corn, 9; dairy calf, 18; baby beef, 9; 
and sheep, 16. 

The Houston county club goal has been 
400 club members in 1927, and th is num
ber will be easi ly reached and probably 
sur passed. It surely pays to get an early 
start. 

Enterprising, We'll Say 
:Many dairyL'1en would have been well 

satisfied with the average herd produc
tion of 391 pounds of butterfat which 
was reported by a Ker r ick township, 
Pine county, fa rmer last year. But not 
this particular farmer. He believed he 
could still further improve his methods 
and get better results, and his faith and 
ability have been rewarded, for he has 
now raised the herd average to 415 
pounds of fat. 

- - -----
Stormy Day; Best Meeting Yet 

An all-day blizzard couldn't keep t he 
people away from the annual farm bu
reau meeting in Scott county. It was 
the best ever held in his territory, says 
Agent John Sheay. More than 200 farm
ers turned out. 

Ordering Early to Make Sure 
Because of the advancing market on 

grass and legume seed some of the ex
tension people in Brown county are or
dering their supplies of alfa lfa and sweet 
clover at this time. One farmers' ele
vator has placed a good sized order to 
make sure of supplies at a reasonable 
price in March. 

Sees Great Year for Club Work 
Four-H club work in Rice county 

promises to exceed every 1926 record, 
says the agent. Two new standard clubs 
were recently organized. 
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