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Wadena County Board 
0 K's Farm Program 

A strong program for the advancement 
of the fa rming business of Wadena county 
was agreed upon through the act ion of 
the county extension committee and the 
board of county commis~ioners in sess ion 
March I and 2. In connection with the 
presentation of plans· of work submitted 
by County Agent W. A. Peters, the coun
ty extension committee and the entire 
county board thereafter reviewed in de
tai l data which had been assembled setting 
forth the size of the farming business of 
the county, information on the crop and 
livestock production fo r the county at 
large and in terms of the average farm, 
and the ann ual gross returns from the 
agricu lture of the county which approxi
mate $2,000,000 per year. 

Particular consideration was given to 
certain definite problems of Wadena coun
ty agriculture based in part on the data 
referred to and otherwise apparent from 
observation. These major fa rm problems 
of the county were deemed to be as 
follows: 
r . Land development. 
2. T he soil problem. 
3. L iming a nd marl 

bed development. 
4. Soil fertility and 

erop yields. 
5. T ame vs. wild hay. 
6. Crop rotations. 
7. Annual seed needs. 
8. I m proved crop va

rieties. 

9. The weed problem. 
io. Seed producing op

por tunities 
11. D airy im provement 

possibilities. 
12. I ncreased livestock 

returns. 
lJ. Boys' and girl~' 

farm future. 
14. Home projects. 

Essentially the fundamental agricul
tural problem of the county relates to soil 
needs. As pointed out by S. A. Robert
son, chairman of the county board, the 
ultimate success of farming in Wadena 
county will depend largely upon the in
te lligent development and cultivation of 
the soil. County Commissioners Clark 
H ast ings and A. M. Anderson expressed 
particular interest in marl bed develop
ment, reclamation of peat so ils, and the 
weed contro l program. 

P URE BRE D YORKSHIRES 
OFFERE D AS PRIZES 

I-laving insp ired th e organization of 
the first bacon type pig club in Min
nesota, the George A . Hormel company 
of Austin recently an noun ced that it 
w ill g ive p ur ebred Yorkshire pigs to 
t he club members makin g t he best r ec
ords a t t he State Fair in September 
a nd th e Junior Livestock Show in N o
vember. T hese purebreds, it is said, 
w ill be wor th abo ut $50 each. Sixteen 
boys are in t he H ormel bacon pig cl ~b. 
Each received a pureb red Yorkshire 
g il t on a share basis from the Horr;iel 
company, which is provi d in~ breedmg 
stock fo r the young farmer 111 order to 
stim ulate th e production of bacon class 
hogs. 

"EXTENSI ONERS" PLAN 
H OUSE W ARMING P ARTY 
Moving time nears. Opening the 

season, the extension force s on 
A pril IO will begin m oving their 
office effects and all appurtenances 
thereunto belonging to the new 
quarters on the third floor of 
H aecker hall, otherwise known as 
D airy hall. 

For the first time nearly all the 
extension workers will be housed 
on a single floor and under one 
roof- immediately under, in fac t . 

The new quarters are commo
dious and have been subdivided 
and arranged to good advantage. 

In celebration of the new home 
the b ig extension family will have 
a house warming party on Satur
day evening, April IO. Music, 
stunts of various kinds, and danc
ing will feature the evening. Coun
ty agents and their wives and home 
agents are cordially invited to be 
present. 

NATIONAL CLUB CAMP 
SCHEDULED F OR 1927 

Minnesota, a leader in the leader
ship project of boys' and girls' club 
work should and doubtless will be 
repre~ented at the first an nual national 
4-H club camp to be held in Washing
ton, D. C., June 15 to 22, 1927. Min
nesota wi ll be entitled to four and 
possib ly six representatives. 

The camp wi ll be on the grounds of 
the Department of Agriculture in 
Washington. Club members and their 
leaders will live in tents. The depart
ment wi ll furnish the camp, housing 
faci li t ies and equipment free of charge; 
the different states must provide for 
the expenses of travel and subsistence 
of its delegates. 

Each forenoo n wi ll be devoted to 
training in leade rship and club objec
tives. T raining in citizenship w ill be 
featured every afternoon, fo llowed by 
visit to governmenta l institutions and 
places of historical interest. Enter
tainment ·wi ll be provided for the eve
nings. \ iV hen the wea ther conditions 
permit the Sylvan theater on the Wash
ington monument grounds wi ll be used 
for evening programs. 

D irectors of extension, including our 
own, were the pioneers of the move
ment for this national club camp. At 
t heir annual meeting last Novem.ber 
t hey joined in a request to ~he U111ted 
States Department of Agncultur.e to 
estab lish such a camp at the national 
capita l. 

The J oe Redder family of E llsworth, 
Nobles county keeps in the limelight by 
enroll ing five ~hi ldren in club work. 

Need of Leadership, 
Recreation Stressed 

at Home Conference 
If we could stand upon some lofty h ill 

above the hubbub of the every-day things 
in li fe, then we might grasp and express 
what the week of the home conference 
meant to us. One may sum up the ma
teria l side of the gains we receive at such 
a t ime, but to measure the inspi ration is 
an impossibility. 

One of the strongest notes sounded in 
this conference was the need of leadership 
among farm people to carry on th is com
munity spirit which was our goal to arouse 
last year. 

Never' have we had as clear an under
standing of what th is leadership should 
be as we have now after the analysis of 
the attributes for a leader. Every worker 
can measure her own characteristics and 
find where she fa ll s below the standard. 
The help given in analyzing projects and 
the need for the project in a county 
showed clearly to each one of us the need 
of long and short-time goals with definite 
standards to work toward. The import
ance of the need for recreation was taken 
into consideration in the carefully-planned 
program of the week and has given every 
worker an enthusiasm to see that the 
communities they come in contact with 
take th is need in consideration in plann ing 
their extension program. 

From the standpoint of the home and 
club chairmen this conference gave a 
broader vision and appreciation of the 
farm bureau and extension service co
operation and the opporhmities offered 
farm people through this co-operation. A 
better acquaintanceship with state work
ers of extension and with active women 
of the state has been gained through the 
work and the recreational act ivities. 

No county woman feels in doubt as to 
the part she must play in helping to put 
across the work in her community in order 
to help develop the home life of America 
to its maximum possibility. 

The urban agents fee l that, aside from 
the help of the whole conference which 
was applicable in _most respects to urban 
workers as well as to county workers, the 
afternoon devoted to strictly urban prob
lems was most helpful. T he discussions 
of organization, the summer project work 
and the relation of social agencies to home 
demonstration work was of material 
benefit. 
The extension taff, both resident and 

rural, gaining from this conference .a 
clearness of plan, a renewal of enthusi
asm and a vision from contact with 
leadership which inspires, can now carry 
on with unreserved belief in the impor
tance of the farm family to the com
monwealth. 

While the message of the week made its 
appeal to each of us in our role of leader-

( Continued on page 2 , column 3) 
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FARMERS' I TSTITUTE 

The ser ies of recent Fa rm ers' l n ti
tu tcs has been te rm ed th e most suc
ccss f ul, cons ider ing the ent ire crie . 
or a ny held in late yea 1·s. 

ixty one-clay meetin gs were held, 
'' it h a total attendance of 9,706, or an 
ave rage atte ndance pe r meeting of 162. 
The attenda nce ranged from 29 at an 
arte rn oo n meet in g in Marti n county to 
350 at an afternoo n meeti ng in cott 
co un ty. T here were a lso severa l other 
meetin gs approximat in g t he larger a t
te ndance in other co un ties. 

or the 60 in s titu tes 48 were held in 
counties with age nts. In L2 counties 
there were two-day institu te mee tings . 
A ltoget her 45 co un tie were rep re
sented. 

T he average at tenda nce of 162 per 
meeti ng represented an increase of 30 
per cent over the attenda nce in 1925. 
T he speake rs repor ted much better in
terest and indicated a prevai ling prac
t i c of mar di scuss ion fro m th e farm
ers than in previou years. 

We take it th is is a good in dica ti on 
of the va lue of this particu la r type of 
se1·vice when the speakers arc fa rm ers 
d ir ect from the ir ow n success ful ex
per iences. thereby promoting confi
de nce in the type of materi a l w hich is 
pr . ented. 

HOW OLON EL HOU E DID IT 

"It has been my habit," wri tes Colonel 
House, "to put some one else nomina lly 
at the head, so that I could do the real 
work und istu1·bed by the demands which 
arc made upon a chairman." 

I n the days between r892 and r902 
H ouse was a great politica l power in 
Texas, the actual, if not the nominal, 
manager of the political campaigns of one 
successfu l candidate for governor af ter 
another. He himself might have been 
governor, it is said, and later when he 
beca me a power in nationa l politics, he 
might have had a cab inet position or other 
high office. In tead, he chose to work in 
a 1~ ntirely unofficia l capacity undisturbed 
by the demands which are made upon a 
chairman. 

The regulat ion which proh ibits cow1ty 
agents from holding office in business or
ganizat ion is sometimes looked upon as 
a piece of red tape which serves only to 
hamper their action . Y t, the regulation 
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is based upon the experience of many 
cases which indicate that the county agent 
is freer to go about a larger leadership 
if he is unhampered by officia l connection. 
Coun ty fa irs frequently ra ise the que tion 
why the county agent should not serve 
as secretary, los ing sight o f the fact that 
the agent can u ua lly be fa r more ef
fecti ve in securing exhibito1·s, ass isting 
with boys ' and g irls' club work, encour
aging community booths, co-opera ting 
with judges, and in other ways, than if 
he is t ied down to the deta il and the re
spons ibility of the secreta ry's pos ition. 
The successfu l county agent have a 
la rge measure of Colonel H ouse's system 
in their methods-let the other fe llow have 
the honor of the offi ce, but work through 
them. 

HAFE OP PORTU lTY T O ST UDY 
CO-O P ERAT ION 

County agents, fa rm bureau offi cia ls. 
opera tors of creameries, managers of 
elevators- a ll persons, in fact, interested 
in co-operative bus iness dealing- will have 
a wonderful opportuni ty to study co
operati ve methods and enterprises at the 
second annual ummer session of the 
American I nst itute of Co-opera tion which 
will be held at University Farm, t. P au l, 
fo r four weeks beginning June 21. Sep
arate courses of from three to ix days 
du ration will be g iven fo r the study of the 
co-operat ive marketing of g ra in, da iry 
products, livestock, eggs and potatoes. 
Tobacco, cotton, frui t and vegetable ma1·
ket ing will a lso have places on the p1·0-
gram. 

Classes for regula r instruction in co
operative market ing will bet held the fi rst 
two hours of the day. The remainder of 
the fo renoon and the afternoon hours 
fro m 2 to 4 :30 will be used fo r addresses 
by noted authorities from a ll pa r ts of the 
country and fo r roundtable discuss ions led 
by specia lists. 

Committee men at University Farm 
ha ve a lready drawn up tentative pro
grams for short courses in the man
agement of fa rmers' elevators and 
co-operat ive da iry enterprises. P ersons 
intere ted can attend these course and 
meetings by registering and pay ing a 
nominal fee. There will be no charge for 
genera l evening meetings. 

T he A merican Insti tute of Co-operation 
is of. recent orig in and its first se sion 
wa held last summer at the U niversity 
of P ennsy lvania, P hiladelph ia. 

MAT E R IAL R ELATI i G TO 
FARM HO R SES 

O ur a ttenti on has bee n call ed recent
ly to Cir cula r I 59 fro m the H or e 
Asso~iat io.n o f A meri ca deali ng with 
t he s1tua t1on that exist s in co nn ection 
with the horse indus try . W e be li eve 
thi s materia l co uld we ll be studi er! by 
each county age nt, and pla ns la id fo r 
a defin ite extens io n pro ject lookin g 
toward an in crease in th e numb er of 
co lts o f th e r ight ty pe a nd breeding in 
o rder to take ca re of th e farm labor 
: cquirem ents t ha t we will sure ly face 
111 the next few yea rs. W e anticipate 
tha t inte1·est in hor e breedin g a nd in 
m ethods of o btaining better colts w ill 
in crease as th e hortage become m ore 
:ipparent and pri ce of good wor k s tock 
improve. 

"FOREST WEEK" SET 
FOR APRIL 18 TO 24 

Pre ident Coolidge has des ignated April 
t 8 to 24, inclusive, a American F orest 
W eek. 

"T oo long ha ,•e we a a nation con
sumed our fo res t wea lth, without adequate 
provision fo r its wise utilization and r e
newal." he says. "But a g rati fy ing change 
i taking place in the attitude of our in
dustries, our land owners. and the A meri
can people towards our fo res ts." 

The Canadian government has also ap
pointed A pril 18-24 fo r Canada 's annual 
fo res t week, thus unifying the efforts of 
the two countries. 

A this is wri tten it i sa id t hat Gov
ernor Christianson will procla im Friday, 
A pril 23, as A rbor D ay in Minnesota. 
Groups of citizen and children in school 
will be urged not only to hold ex erci ses 
commemorative of the day, but to plant 
t rees and hrub fo r improvement and 
utili ty. It is fe lt that the movement will 
be more genera l in M innesota this year 
than ever before. 

P arker A nderson, extens ion fo res ter , 
says the university's stat ion a t Cloquet 
will fu rnish 4r,ooo t ree this spring to 
co-opera ti ve windbreak demonstrators fo r 
new windbreaks and shelterbelts or fo r re
placements in those a lready es tablished. 
T he trees will be supplied a t the uni form 
price of $1 a hundred plu the transporta
t ion charges from Cloquet. 

WOMEN OF SHERBURNE 
PUSH SECOND PROJE CT 

Raymond Au ne. agent in her burne 
co unty, in co-operation w ith th e home 
office in extension is conductin g Home 
i\fanagem en t II with a gro up of 44 
loca l lead ers from 2 2 co mmuniti e a nd 
a n enro ll me nt of 326 wom en. T he 
tra inin g m eetings co ndu cted by M is 
Bull a1·e he ld at P rin ceto n, Becker and 
E lk R ive r. as \\·ere those in H om e 
:tvl anage ment I \\' hi ch \\·as co mpl e ted 
in J a nua ry . 

M r. A un e is to be co ng ra t ula t t> d on 
th e sp lendi d way in \\'hi ch the \\'Omen 
of the co unty have co-opera ted in car
ry in g o n th e project. A check up on 
Nfa nagement [ s hows that more tha n 
Bo per ce nt of individua l fi ~a l r eports 
were in his office a t th e beginning of 
th e eco nd project. 

Hom e Ma nage ment II dea l la rgely 
with a tudy of hom emakers ' tim e 
sched ule. th e li v in g room, s leep ing 
room, a nd refin ishin g of fu rniture. 

(Co ntinued fro m page r, column 3) 

ship, we recogn ize that there must be 
fo flowship a D irector P eck pointed out 
in his talk to us. \/\le realize that we are 
m~mbers in this fo llowship program in
spired to carry on the work under leaders 
of broad vision. high aspiration, and, most 
of a ll , with the abi lity to appreciate what 
each one of us contributes in our united 
effort to make a richer home li fe in 
America. 

By the Committee : 
Edythe M. Turner, Home Agent, 

Steele County 
Mrs. E. V . Ripley, Minnesota Farm 

Bureau Federation 
Inez H obart, utrition Specialist 
Clover Sabin, U rban Agent, Duluth 



Ferrin Gives Advice 
on Swine Production 

Prof. E. F. Ferrin of the a nim al hus
bandry divi s ion at Un iversity Farm 
made so many good points in hi s ta lk 
to co unty agents on swine feeding in 
M innesota t hat it is im possibl e to li st 
them in the space avai lable he1·e. Fol
lowing were some of his conclus ions: 

Swine production shou ld be a regu lar 
part of th e farm program; no hit and 
miss affair, but planned to fit into other 
operat'ons with li tt le variat ion in th e 
number of hogs grown from year to 
year. 

If on ly one crop of pigs per year is 
rai eel, they can be produced cheapest 
from gi lts which farrow when they are 
approximately one year of age. 

Lots adjoining the far rowing pens 
should be sma ll in size and concreted 
in ord er that they may be kept more 
nearly free of disease ge rms and para
s ites than is po s ible with dirt lots. 

Use of movab le hou ses, with sows 
farrowing in clean pa tures, is the most 
sa ti sfacto ry p lan from the standpoint 
of anitation . 

"I want to co mmend county agents 
who are putting on demo nstra tions of 
the McLean county system. This is 
the on ly way swin e producer can be 
made to appreciate the imm ense lo ses 
suffered from worm s and di sease of 
the filth type and to recognize the po -
s ibi lity of avo iding these losses." 

Rape, mixture of oats . p as and rape, 
rye fo1- early sp1·in ir and late fal l g raz
ing, with ome use of b lue grass or 
a lfa lfa, is the logi cal forage plan. 

The sow and her li tter hou ld be fed 
ge nerou ly. Pig w hi ch grow rapid ly 
have more resistance to parasites and 
di seases, sta nd weaning bette r and are 
less li ke ly to become runty than pig 
which grow s lowly. 

Mi lk i a splendid feed for young 
pigs; it goes a lonf'" way to correct the 
deficiencie of the average ration. 

Growi ng pigs can be kept thrifty by 
feeding not less than a half feed of 
g 1·ain-two pounds of feed dai ly pe r 
Joo pounds li ve weight of the pigs. 

Mi lk is fi 1·st among the high protein 
feeds, tankage seco nd , and lin seed meal 
a poor third. 

A la t w01-d-watch the markets. 
Un le s feeds are cheap it no longer 
pays to ell a heavy hog. Lard is not 
in sufficient demand to justify a high 
finish. 

P ig packers a re looking for butcher 
cla ni.ater ial suita ble for the sale of 
pork lo ins and the cu rin g of hams 
we ig hin g 10 to 12 pounds and s ides of 
bacon bowing a good proportion of 
lea n. 

Juniors Set Good Example 

The community of North Star in Kitt
son county has a new fa rmers' club wh ich 
meets regular ly every month. The young 
people of the neighborhood first set a 
good example by organizin g a club of 
their own. The older people saw the 
point and in course of time and with the 
help of the juniors organ ized a club, too. 
Now young and old a re pulling fo r the 
community by building up a co-operative 
spirit and st rengthening the bonds of 
friend hip. 

EXTENSION SERVICE NEWS 3 

The Country Bookshelf 
Crop Prod11Ction, 
Soil Management 

Methods used by successfu l farme rs 
in the north ern and corn belt state in 
crop production and soil management 
a re discussed in detail in a recent ad
dit ion to th e Wi ley Farm Series, which 
bears the title "Crop .?roduction and 
Soil Management." The author is 
Jo sep h F. Cox, professor of fa rm crops 
of th e M ich igan Agricu ltura l Coll ege 
and head of the far m crops sec
tion of t he M ich igan Experiment 
Station . Practices which have been 
developed on t he farm or which ha vc 
been contributed by scientifi c investi
gations. bearing on the red ucti on of 
cost , the improvement of the market 
quality of crop produc.ts, and th e main
tenance of so il fe rtility, rcceiyc em 
phasis. 

The book is divided into two pa;· t;,, 
Part J dealing with operations which 
the farmer performs in grr:rw in g crnp 
and in maintain in g fe rtility, ;:111cl Part 
II discus ing the growing of specific 
crops. At the close of each chapter , 
under the head in g "General Informa
tion," are included fac ts and related 
1<nowledge such as give the reader a 
broader point of view. 

The discussions are clearly prese 11 t.::d 
a nd are supp lemented by pict11t·e~. 
charts, and tab le of great value. An 
interesting featur e in this, as in other 
books of the seri es, is provision for 
commun ity surveys in o rder to uc
velop information of local value ;n 
conjunction with that covered ;,y the 
various chapters . 

The pub li sher s of the hook are John 
W iley & Sons, Inc. , New York. 

Science and Art 
of Poultry-Raising 

Pou ltr_y-raising as a science and as 
an art 1s d iscu sec! with great thor
oughness in "Practi cal Poultry Man
age111ent" by Ja111es E. Ri ce, professor 
and head of the departme nt of poultry 
husbandry. and Harold E. B'otsford, 

SEATHSTARTSFATHER 
AND SON PARTNERSHIP 

Partnership in the hom e is 011e of 
the rea l objects of boy ' an d gir ls' club 
work. Along this lin e club leade1·s and 
co unty agents a re urged to recommend 
that purebred club s tock be registe red 
in the name of th e fathe r and s011 as 
a partne1·s hi p. Russe ll Seath, agent i_n 
Steele county, has a lready begun this 
pla n in th e dairy calf club work. Sev
eral new farm partnerships have been 
started t here by having the club dairy 
calf regis tered in thi s way. 

Sampson Rides Circuit 
Agent S. E. Sampson of Traverse coun

ty calls W heaton his home. but he spends 
half of every Monday in Brown's Valley 
and every Wednesday afternoon in Du
mont. These appointments were made, he 
says, at the request of fa rmer and bnsi
ness men of the two towns and has made 
fri end for the service. 

exte n ion professor of pou ltry hus
bandry, Co rn ell university; pub lished 
by Jo h n \ i\/ iley & S'o ns, Inc., Tew 
York, in the V,l il ey Farm Series. 

The book is crammed with sugge -
tion for the pou ltryman , whether he 
is opera ting on a co mm ercia l scale o r 
merely caring for a mall flock as a 
side- line. It opens with a chapter on 
cu lling as a factor of prime importance, 
a nd then develops the general subject 
in a seasonal sequence. 

Pictures. diagrams, chart , and other 
illu trative material a re used in great 
profusion , not with the idea of attract
in g attenti on merely. but for the con
\·ey ing of exp li cit in fo rmation. 

To the layman the book, in fact, 
look like about th e "last word" in th e 
literature of pou ltry rais ing. At least, 
it contains a wealth of material, simply 
s tate d for the average rath er than for 
the technica l reader. 

Consumer's Place 
In Farm Marketing 

"The co nsumer d ictate both produc
tion and price," says James E . Boyle 
in his new book, ' 'Marketing of Agri
cul tura l Product ," just issued by the 
'YicGra\\·-·Hi ll Book company, Inc. , 
New York. Th is statement of th e 
author does not app ly to agricultural 
products a lone; he means it to app ly 
to ''all goods ." agricultura l or manu
factured. 

In these days of much agitation as 
to the marketing of fa rm products and 
continued discu ion of co-operative 
methods, th e book is one which should 
attract attention . The author is pro
fe sor of rura l economy in the col lege 
of agri cu lture, Co rn ell university, and 
treats his subject from two points of 
view-from that of principles of mar
keting. :is these have been developed in 
the marketing of a ll kind of com
modities. and from that of progra111s 
o r the appli cat ion of princip les. 

The book is clear ly written and fully 
illustrated, and easily unders tandable. 

GOOD RECORD MADE 
BY NEW ASSOCIATION 

Owners of some of the la rgest herds in 
southern St. Louis county have joined the 
new cow testing as ociation which had 
382 cows and 28 herds the econd month . 
Agent A. V/. Aamodt opines that this w ill 
be one of the best cow testing associa
tions in the state. Forty-seven of the 
382 cows produced more than 42 pounds 
each of butterfat during the month, sev
eral were in the 50-pound class, one had 
a record close to 60 and another of 73 
pounds of butterfat. 

Good Corn in Carver County 

Carver county corn designed for seed 
continues to show a high degree of ger
mination. Samples recently brought to 
the agent from several different farms 
tested 93 or more. Only one sample 
te tee! as low as 93. 
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NEW PLAN FOR WCCO 
FARM RADIO SERVICE 

Beginning the first Tuesday in Apri l 
the1·e will be inaugurated by the 
V\TCCO Go ld Medal station a new 
method of present ing agricultural ma
terial over the radio. Thi service wi ll 
be entit led "Timely Farm F lashes" and 
\\"ill consist of question and answers 
dea ling with farm prob lem of a time
ly nature interspersed between musical 
numbers that make up the regu lar 
noon hour concert. 

It is being planned that the questions 
wi ll be received from farmers and 
other interested persons and wi ll be 
prepared for the radio and presented 
by so me one from Univers ity Farm 
on Tue day and Friday noons. 

These quest ions and answers wi ll 
probably be given at three different 
times during the noon hour, from i2:10 
to L:r5, from I2:25 to I2:30, and from 
12:40 to r2:45, with musical numbers 
taking up the remainder of the hour. 

V..Te would like to have county agents 
submit questions and ans·wers on time
ly ubjects that they think will be of 
intere t to their farmers. A general 
invitation for questions will be broad
cast when the first flashe are given on 
Apri l 6. 

FARM SERVICE FOR 
FINNISH NEWSPAPERS 

1vfatt Saari, a graduate of the Minne
sota College of Agriculture where he 
specia lized in agricultural journalism, has 
organized a special new educational serv
ice for Finnish newspapers of which 
there are II or I2 in the United States. 

Mr. Saari, who is a Finn and is thor
oughly conversant with the Finnish lan
guage, furnishes all these papers each 
\veek with several typewritten pages of 
timely agricultural material in the form 
of digests of the reports Of the United 
States Department of Agriculture, the 
Minnesota station and various others in 
the United States. Constant reference is 
made by him to the colleges and, depart
ments, and special emphasis placed upon 
the practical application of the informa
tion furnished. 

Finnish people are great readers and 
are influenced greatly by the printed page. 
Papers carrying Mr. Saari's service reach 
about all the l< inns in the United ::,tates. 
This constant support of the projects 
which extension people advocate should 
mean much in our relations with the Fin
nish people. We are fortunate in having 
so good a service supporting the best 
things in agriculture. 

Ventilation Faulty; Hens Strike 
A marked decline in egg production 

prompted many poultry keepers to call 
in Agent August Neubauer of northern 
St. Louis county, who diagnosed the cause 
as lack of ventilation which made the 
poultry houses cold and damp. Many 
poultry raisers have changed their prac
tices to overcome this trouble and the 
grateful fow ls are responding with more 
eggs. 

Picnic Planning Begun 
Before February had passed out · and 

the March lion had come roaring in, plans 
had been started for the annual summer 
picnic by several farmers' clubs and live
stock organizations. 

EXTE SION SERVICE NEWS 

4-H CLUB OF SCHOOL 
RE-ORGANIZES FOR YEAR 

The 4-H Club of the School of Agri
culture, Un iversity Farm, has organized 
fo r I926 with a membership of 6I boys 
and girls. More than IOO members of 
clubs, or fo rmer members, are enrolled 
in the school, and a largely increased 
membership of the school club is forecast 
the present year. Only students who have 
been in club work. at lea t a year are 
eligible for membership. 

Merton Head of Albert Lea was elected 
to succeed A lton Hanson, who was grad
uated from the school this year , as presi
dent of the club. E dgar Bachtle of Eas
ton was chosen vice president; Clara 
Meyer of Sanborn, secretary; Raymond 
Sullivan of New . Prague, treasurer; 
H arvey Dankers of Lake .City, sergeant
at-arms, and Frederick Johnston of 
Hines, cheer leader. 

An interesting incident of the annual 
meeting was the pre entation to T. A. 
Erickson, the state club leader, of a gold 
mounted fountain pen as a token of ap
preciation of what he has done for club 
juniors. 

11fany of the school club members have 
had several years experience in the. work 
and are planning to organize clubs and 
start the young people of the neighbor
hood along pathways which tl1ey have 
followed with such success. 

WATSON'S BOOKLET ON 
COW TESTING PLEASES 

County Agent 'vV. E. 'vVatson's second 
annual report of Dakota county cow test 
association work has received high praise 
from livestock specialists and dairymen 
at University Farm. Mechanically the 
booklet of 28 pages, exclusive of covers, 
is about all tl1at could be desired. The 
illustrations are appropriate and the ad
vertisements are well displayed. Prof. 
0. G. Schaefer of University Farm has 
contributed an article and William Car
ro ll gives the history of three years of 
cow testing in Dakota county. For the 
most part the book is made up of asso
ciation statistics, rosters, testimonials of 
members, and comparisons of dairy stock. 

"Best Oats I Have Ever Raised" 
Inquiries come in every day regarding 

Gopher oats, says McN elly of Fillmore, 
and indicate that the acreage of this va
riety wi ll be increased as far as the 
avai lable seed wi ll permit. The men who 
grew them last year, the agent adds, were 
so well pleased that every neighbor man 
plans on seeding Gopher oats this year. 
One grower says : "They are the best 
yielding oats I have e\'e r raised." 

Just One Meeting After Another 
Every month is a busy month with the 

county agent. In February Karr of Mar
tin attended 28 different meetings, or an 
average of one a day for the montli. 

DISTRICT MEETINGS 

County agents should not forget 
that the following dates have been 
reserved for the annual district 
meetings: 

Mankato-May 11 and 12. 

Owatonna- May 13 and 14. 
Morris-May 18 and lg. 
Bemidji-May 20 and 21. 

ACHIEVEMENT DAY IN 
MEEKER DRAWS CROWD 

Fourteen g roups in Meeker county 
held th eir nutrition achievement day 
at Litchfield March 20. In spite of 
bad roads, Watson hall, the largest 
auditorium avail ab le, was packed to 
the limit and many per ons turned 
away. Fourteen groups took part in 
the program and I3 had arranged in
teresting booth , each an exhibit of 
ome phase of t he project. The Spring 

Grove group took as it subj ect the 
child' lun ch and ab ly demon tratcd its 
part by serving a nutritiou and at
tractive noon lun ch to a ll the children 
pre ent. 

Meeker county tarted home project 
\\"Ork in the spring of 1925 with a few 
groups in Clothing I, organized IS 
groups for nutrition in September, 1925, 
and no\\' has 23 groups ready to start 
''"ith the initial clothing project and 
five which ar e already signed up and 
\\·aiting for Clothing II project. 

HOME BEAUTIFICATION 
IS ADDED TO PROJECT 

County Agent Robert Freeman of 
Ram ey last year successful ly empha
sized f!O\Yer growing as a special fea
ture in hi program for juniors. Gar
den club members learned the value of 
flowers for beautifying their homes. 

::\Iany of the girl enroll ed in the 
room furni bing project have asked 
that their project be enlarged so as to 
include the beautifying of the home 
yards. 

In order to encourage these interests 
the club department wi ll add a new 
line of exhibits and demon trations at 
the State Fair this year. This w ill 
con i t of team demonstrations on 
"Home Beautification" 1 y the use of 
flower . shrub . etc.; exh ibits of post
ers. photos and plan showing what has 
been done; home yard plans, as weli 
as exhibits of flowers. Shrubs, bulbs, 
and perennials will be given as prizes. 

Best Yet, Says Hammargren 
Hammargren of Pine county says the 

institutes recently held at 'Villow River 
and Kerrick were the best since he be
came agent. The one at Willow River 
attracted the largest attendance of any 
strict ly farmers' meeting held in that 
place in many years Business m en of 
both towns furnished lunch for the 
coun try visitors. 

Gopher Oats on 200 More Farms 
Two hundred farmers in Houston 

county will plant Gopher oats this year , 
ays the agent. Seed for the new Velvet 

barley has been secured for a dozen or 
more. 

Sixty in Baby Beef Club 
Sirty boys and girls had enrolled in the 

baby beef club project when Ausen of 
Olmsted wrote out his report for Feb
ruary. About 40 have their calves and 
are ready to start feeding. 

Some Good Seed Corn in Cribs 
Corn selected from the crib is test ing 

from 70 to 95 per cent in Traverse county. 
Corn which has a germination of 85 per 
cent or better. is selling for $5 to $6 a 
bushel for seed. 
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