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"THE OUTLOOK FOR AGRICULTURE" 
Davenport and Boss Speak at Extension Conference 

Wars and their immutable ef
fects on agriculture and the indus
tries were described by Eugene 
Davenport, fcrmer dean of the 
Illinois College of Agriculture, at 
the opening session of the twelfth 
yearly conference. Mr. D avenport 
said in part: 

I think I know so me of the troub les 
that county agents are up against these 
days. They hear complaints from 
fa rm ers about a great vari ety of things. 
To help these people is no small part 
of your job. You can't turn a deaf 
ear to any man who is in deep trouble 
and there are many such now. 

What we must try to do is to at 
least make farmers understand how 
they happen to b~ in the fix they are 
in. I have seen in my lifetime five 
good big wars and a whole lot of little 
ones. They run back to the Civi l war, 
w hen I was a child. After the Civi l 
war people in need went we t where 
land could be had for the asking. Now 
there is no such reli ef. 

Every man is right up against an 
economic proposition during and im
mediately after the close of a great 
war. We repeat just about the same 
history after every war, but the situa
tion is not so intense after a li ttle war. 

It will help some, in discussi ng these 
matters with farmers who feel dis
satisfied, if we sketch hastily what is 
bound to happen when a great war is 
decla red . Some said when war was 
declared, "Now we wi ll have good 
t imes." That is exactly where they 
were mistaken. Big wars mean g reat 
times for the farmers at fir st, but hard 
times in the end . We have to pay the 
bi ll j ust as truly on the farm as on 
the battlefield. 

Wheat First Affected 
What must happen if wa r were de

clared today in Europe? In three 
hou rs, up will go the price of wheat 
becaus'e every nation on earth would 
know its power of producing food 
would be curtailed. Every nation 
wou ld hasten into the market to insure 
a good supply of w heat. The price 
wi ll go up and up. During the late 
war it r eached $3 a bushel. 

!What happens next? The price of 
a ll food commodities will begin to go 
up. Food is th e one great thing in 
demand when war is declared. We 
had four million people in this war 
and it took seven persons behind every 
soldier to keep hi m in action. Thus 
there were 30 millions or more drawn 

out of our industries and engaged in 
th e war. 

What happen next? Because food 
goes up and because men are drawn 
away from manufacturing, everythi ng 
goes up. The government goes into 
debt head over heels. Nobody said 
inflation in th e early days of the war, 
but there was inflation. The high 
wages laborers demand and get in
crease the cost of production. You have 
a genera l run of hi gh prices with th e 
people buying right and left. Land 
begins to go up. People go in to debt 
to buy things. T hey feel that we are 
going into a permanent era of high 
prices and that everybody is going to 
make money. 

\ ;\,Then money gets so plentiful that 
prices go sky-high people say there is 
not enough ' money to do business 
with. We have to have more money. 
In the days of the greenback excite
ment in the seventies sensib le m en, 
farmers, peop le wo rking for wages by 
the mi lli on wanted g reenback currency. 
A man said he had a fr iend in the 
grocery busin ess and w hen war broke 
out, bringing this period of high prices, 
he sold a barrel of molasses he had on 
band and found he had doubled his 
money. But when he was to buy 
molasses he did not have enough 
money to buy a whole barrel so he 
purchased half a barrel. Every time 
he went for molasses prices had risen 
so he could not buy as large a quantity 
as he had sold. At last he was doing 
business with a jugful. In terms of 
money he was getting rich, but in 
terms of molasses he was not. 

We get into this period of enor
mously hi g h prices and speculation in 
a war. It can't be avoided. Along 
with this period of high prices and 
speculation goes extravagance. We 
go into debt and get w il d. Some peo
p le would buy everything. 

Peace Declared. Then What? 

Then peace is declared. What hap
pens? Everything that goes up must 
come down; so with this. The first 
thing that is noticeable is the decline 
in the p ri ce of food. O rders are can
celled right and left. The farmer says 
that isn't so bad; it won't last long; 
people must eat. But that is where 
he is wrong. They didn't starve to 
death, but they starved down unti l they 
di ed of some disease or other. 

Another thing-we had three or four 
tremendously productive years and 
that broke our markets at home. That 

is a thing we must not forget. We 
have not had a crop fa ilure of any 
magnitude since war times. We have 
gone right on producing at a tre
mendous rate. During the war produc
tion was st ressed to the limit. Every
body helped to produce. We were 
asked to do it. In case of war we 
wi ll be asked to do it again, for food 
wms wars. 

Men put in long hours to produce 
food. They felt the obligation. This 
in ured p roduction of 150 to 200 per 
cent per man and this was carri ed over 
after the w"ar. If we do not have a 
crop fai lure after a war, we become 
loaded up with food which the world 
cannot buy. 

The farmer then finds himself with 
plenty of stuff on hand and no market. 
For a long tim e this does not affect the 
cost of what he buys. Labor is still 
high, prices, too, and when a farmer 
goes out to buy machinery or shoes or 
clothin g he finds he is sti ll paying a 
high price. These goods were the last 
to go up and are the last to come 
down. 

Lookib.g for a Goat 
We always blame the other fellow 

in a war. Laboring men blame the 
farmers. Farmers blame the specu
lator. We all blame the bankers when 
the banks have been about the only 
stable thing we have had. Now we 
blame the government because it took 
a hand in prices. It bad to as a war 
measure, but we say, if the government 
cou ld handle prices during the war 
why not afterward? That is bad rea
soning. Any man can place prices on 
his wheat and hogs, but who is going 
to find the buyer? You can't produce 
a buyer by law. 

Up to the day of peace there was a 
general appearance of prosperity due 
to inflation o{ currency, the govern
ment and everybody going into debt. 
After a war comes the subsidence, first 
in the market. Then every speculator 
has to cash in on his investments. 
Every man must pay his share of war 
costs. The farmer wi ll pay his debt 
first, and I think he wi ll be the first 
man out of the woods. I am anxious 
about the professional laborer in tbis 
country, not on ly fo r his own sake but 
on account of the farmer. If people 
get out of jobs we have stuff to last 
us for five years now. 

Whatever may happen to the farmer 
as long as he can bang to the farm he 
isn't going to starve ()r freeze; be will 
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have enough to eat and wi ll have 
enough to keep warm. He can do lots 
of things but the poor fellow in town 
has to p~y rent. You don't know how 
many people are starving in these times 
of prosperity; laboring people who 
cannot labor. We don't hear about it. 
You can make a li ving on the farm, 
but it is hard on the fellow in the city. 

I think we can help our farmers to 
see that what has happened to them 
wi ll a lways happen. We go up hill 
and clown again after the war. It is 
the clown hill part that is the hardest. 
That is why we g t grouchy and say 
ugly things and a k impossible things 
of the government. I can't help feel
in&" that we wi ll . all do well _if we 
simply state that in' gener~l this ex
perience is the usual experience after 
every war. It wi ll get worse and worse 
as wars continue. We must learn that 
these are things that go along with 
the luxury of war. 

CROPPING PROGRAM 
OUTLINED BY BOSS 

In his address at the extension con
ference on "The Outlook for Agricul
ture in Minnesota," Prof. Andrew Boss 
said it seemed to I c wise to advocate 
for 1925 the maintenance of the present 
corn acreage in good corn growing ter
ritory and the substitution of legume 
hay for some of the land now produc
ing wheat or other low profit grain 
crops; to maintain a high ratio of 
hogs and beef catt le in proportion to 
other kinds of livestock, and to expand 
the sheep business moderately on thQse 
farms adapted to sheep raising. 

"For the entire state a program of 
pasture improvement and legume for
age production wou ld result in greater 
efficiency in livestock production," said 
Professor Boss. "In spite of the fact 
that potatoes have been a low profit 
crop for three years, largely because 
high yie lds have been obtained, it 
would sti ll seem advisable to main
tain a reasonable acreage of potatoes 
in. the parts of the state naturally 
adapted to this crop. It is possible the 
adversities of the potato business the 
last few years may drive too many peo
ple out of potato production. Those 
equipped for it and on land well 
adapted to potato growing should con
sider the pro pects before limiting the 
acreage too much. 

As to Wheat and Flax 
" urplus acreages on large farms can 

well be devoted still to the production 
of spring wheat and flax in the small 
grain section and lo winte1- wheat and 
flax in southern Minnesota. While 
no one can predict to a certainty what 
may occur next year, these look like 
safe, ventures from the present point of 
view. This should not be construed 
a advice to return to wheat raising, 
but rather as advice to take advantage 
of circumstances and grow the crops 
that promise the be t immediate re
turns. 

"Beyond next y a1- it is difficult to 
sec. The direction taken in the past, 
however, and advised for next year 
lead to a conservative program of de
velopment of the enterprises that have 
proved most profitable. Improved pas
tures, better livestock, additional le-

SERVICE NEWS 

DIRECTOR PECK SPEAKS 
TO WASHINGTON GROUP 

Upon the return of Director Peck 
from the Washington state extension 
conference, where he discussed various 
questions of farm management ,and 
economic pha e of certain farm prob
lems, he summarized his experiences 
w ith the extension group as fo llows: 

"The Washington state extension 
conference this year was in the form 
of an eight-day school and conference, 
stressing particularly the analysis of 
farm and extension prob lems and 
methods for making the extension 
service more effective. The length of the 
conference made it possible for rather 
a detailed discus ion and from expres
sions of approval at the close a great 
deal of atisfaction was obtained from 
the school by the field workers. The 
very finest interest was shown in the 
discussion of the farm management 
ubjects and a very high degree of 

morale seemed to penneate the entire 
extension staff. The agricultural prob
lems of iv\Tashington in many cases are 
exceedingly complex, fo r the variations 
in rainfall, cli mate, topography, soi l 
types, and transportation facilities with 
con equent types of farm production 
are s_o great as to make the problems 
highly localized and involved. I am 
glad to bring the greetings and best 
wishes of the county agents and exten
sion workers of Washington state to 
those of Minnesota." 

gumes and improved quality of land 
can only lead to a permanently im
proved condition of our farm land and 
that is the foundation on which a 
profitable agricu lture is built." 

Earlier in his discussion Professor 
Boss exhibited a map of the state 
which he had divided into four sec
tions-the dairy, the corn and live-
tock, the small grain, and the unde

veloped farming. 

Dairy Section 
What is commonly looked upon as 

the dairy area of Minnesota is in 
southeastern and east central portions 
of the state, he said. The south por
tion of this area differs somewhat from 
the north portion. In the south dairy
ing is highly intensive and the agri
cu lture is well diversified and balanced. 
The one outstanding need is for better 
pastures. :More si los should be built 
and the acreage of legume bay in
creased. These three enterprises should 
be given attention if dairy production 
is to be made as profitable as it shou ld 
be. In the north dairying is newer 
and less intensive and there are soil 
deficiencies to be made up. Good pas
tures are seldom found. If dairying 
is to succeed in this area in competi
tion with other parts of the state, at
tention must be given to improving the 
pastures by growing sweet clover or 
alfalfa. If properly treated peat lands 
will provide excellent blu~ grass and 
clover pastures. As pastures are de
veloped and tame hay roughage pro
vided, cows should be added to con
vert these crops into dairy products. 
Silos are essential to make up for short 

pastures. Proximity to the cities will 
help to make this pre-eminently a dairy 
region. Fall rye and early oats would 
be comparatively safe crops fo r land 
not needed for the suppo rt of the dairy 
industry. 

Other Divisions 
Mr. Boss thought that southwestern 

Minnesota should continue to be a 
corn and livestock producing area. 
Tile drainage and better pastures are 
needed. Sweet clover would help to 
improve the latter. The extension peo
ple were told that a program for pas
ture improvement and more alfa lfa and 
soybeans could well be put on in every 
county of the district. 

As for the small grain section in 
western and northwestern Minnesota, 
the speaker said that cropping prac
tices should be developed with a view 
to controlling weeds which have be
come a great pest under the grain 
farming system. To quote him, "More 
land in grass, early crops with provi
sion for fall plowing and corrective 
tillage, coupled with better quali ty seed 
and preparation of the land will insure 
much better crops of small grain. Be
cause the land is naturally suited to 
the growing of spring wheat a moder
ate acreage of such wheat and fa ll 
rye should be included in the cropping 
plan." 

Intensive farming is needed in the 
northeastern part of the state because 
of the difficulties encountered in open
ing tillable areas. Dairying, poultry 
rai ing, and potato growing will prob
ab ly continue to be the chief products 
of the farms of this region. 

"It is a mistake in territory of this 
kind," said Mr. Boss, "to introduce or 
try to carry more livestock than can be 
fed on the roughage produced on the 
farms. Even poultry raising on pur
chased feeds is likely to yie ld low 
profits." 

COUNTY AGENTS ELECT 
WATS ON PRESIDENT 

W. E. Watson of Dakota county was 
elected president of the Minnesota 
County Agents' association at the an
nual meeting held in St. Paul Decem
ber rr. W. A. Peters of Wadena 
county was elected vice president and 
F. E. Krause of Fr eborn county, sec
retary-treasurer. Directors were chos
en as fo llows: J. B. McNulty, south
east district; L. E. McMillan, south
west district; F. F. Moore, northwest 
clistr'.ct, and D. C. Dvoracek, north
east district. M. M. Abbott, retir ing 
president, reviewed the association's 
achievements in 1924 and told of the 
plans being made to aid agents in ob
taining further training for their work. 
The summer outing was discussed and 
it was the unanimous opinion that Park 
Rapids was the place for it. 

Howard on Leave of Absence 
George F. Howard has gone to the 

Pacific coast and wi ll visit a daughter 
at Portland, varic.us re latives at Los 
Angeles and a second daughter at 
Floyd, New Mexico, before returning 
to headquarters at University Farm. 
He wi ll be away until the middle of 
Apri l under a four months' leave of 
absence. 



PUBLICITY POINTERS BY 
HOPKINS AN D F ARRELL 

A. W. Hopkins of the University of 
Wiscon in, in opening the conference 
discussion of pub licity methods, said 
that every county agent should take 
a course in publicity salesman hip. 

Mean& by which the county agent 
may obtain pub licity include per onal 
contact in office and field, personal let
ter , circulars, or news letters, the 
daily and weekly press, dodgers, 
pamphlets, window displays, bulletins, 
fa ir exhi'3its, cartoons, posters, lantern 
slides and fi lm , attitude of the office 
help towards the work, and appearance 
of the agent's desk and office. 

Mr. Hopkins said that some agents 
spend too much time on publicity; he 
thought one-half clay a week for this 
work was about right. He read many 
examples of "how not to do it" from 
different college ervice sheets and 
from county agent departments 111 

country newspapers. 
Regarding the classification of county 

agent publicity under such heads as 
"county agent column," "county agent 
notes," "tips from the county agent," 
etc., he said he hoped the clay would 
come when material furnished editors 
by county agents on agricultural and 
home projects would I e good enough 
to compete with anything in the paper 
and would not have to be put in a 
corner under a label. 

"I know a good many agents take 
the opposite view," he said. "They 
think the farmers know where to find 
it. The farmers do, but you might as 
well have over it a si lver plate reading 
'At R est.' Your material can compete 
with anything in the papei-. Putting 
it off in the corner has another bad 
angle, because you want to reach not 
only the farmers and homemakers but 
the bankers, lawyers and business men 
in general." 

Mr. Hopkins said that real news 
conveyed in an article was often 
buried instead of being set out in the 
first sentence or paragraph. He depre
cated the prosaic introduction and said 
that as there is no particular interest 
in elates it is a weak opening to start 
an item with "Wednesday, April 21" 
or "Today" or "Tomorrow." Another 
factor is the matter of accuracy. "We 
can't afford to trifle with our readers; 
if we haven't the facts we had better 
leave the press alone. We waste ef
fort in putting out inferior material. 
Thenr is no place for an inferior 
stencil or poorly .typewritten letter." 

Mr. Hopkins paid a fine compliment 
to the exhibits shown at the conference, 
particularly the alfalfa exhibit. He be
lieved in exhibits and window displays, 
but said he was tired of charts, al
though at times it seemed necessary 
to have them. He thought an exhibit 
to be really effective must have some 
0ne in charge to explain and demon
strate. 

Mr. Farrell , in following Mr. Hop
kins, objected to the charity appeal in 
pub licity and criticized the tend ency to 
gobb le credit. He stressed the im
portance of the agents having a pro
fessional attitude toward their job, 
saying: 

"This means a good deal, because if 

EXTE ERVICE NEvVS 

th is great job we are going to do is 
worth w hile, I beli eve we will be 
classed right a lo ngs ide with t he best 
doctors, l awyer~, merchants, judges, 
bankers and business men." 

AGENT S' RELAT IO N TO 
THE H ANDLING OF SEED 

General plans and policies with ref- . 
crenc;e to the participation of county 
agents in the hand ling of seed were 
formulated at the annual conference. 
A committee consisting of six county 
agents and representat ives of the exten
sion service prepared recommendations, 
the purpose of which is to secure uni
formity in the management of the 
prob lem within the state and to stand
ardize the larger methods and rela
tions. Tlie fo llowing recommendations, 
while outlined with particular reference 
to a lfalfa and sweet clover seed, should 
be applicab le to any crop: 

A. Educatio.nal Campaig:l 
1. We recommend an alfalfa campaign in 

every counly for 1923. 
2. We recommend lhe Grimm variety be· 

:ause in general both experiment and experi
'nce have proven that there is no better a l· 
ialfa for Minnesota. 

3. In said campaign, we recommend secur
'.ng the co-operation o[ farmers, bankers, mer
;hants, and other interested agencies. 

4. We reo,mmend meetings to be held in all 
.mportant community centers to promote al
'alfa growing. 

5. vVe urge lhat the press of the county be 
g-iven full information concerning the plans and 
!he progress of the campaign. 

B. Securing the Seed 
I . Securing of known quality is more im

portant than saving- a few cents on seed. 
2 . It is reoommended that the county agent 

does not handle eed, but that he furnish in 
formation and quotations, leavin g it to tbe 
farmers to buy their own seed. 

3. We recom mend the buying of good seed 
from responsil le seed companies or associations, 
'omplying with the Minnesota seed Jaw. 

4. The duly of the county agent concerning 
home-grown seed is to bring buyer and seller 
together through the medium of samples and 
price quotations. 

5. Where farmers desire b, pool orders for 
;eed, the county agent should extend informa
tion on nece sary local organization, including 
:;election of local seed committees, who will re
ceive orders, col1ect cash with orders, and 
who will purchase and distribute the seed 
ordered. In addition the agent should give 
seed committeemen the same information as 
to samples and prices as is g iven individuals. 

6. \Ve recommend lhat lhe county agent 
confer with loca l dealers urging them to handle 
standard seed of hi'1"h quality at reasonable 
prices and recommend tha t preference be given 
local dealers within lhe county . 

C. New V arieties 
r. The counly agent should endeavor tr.J ex· 

tend special information to fann ers in pro
:uring new varieties or stra ins of farm crops. 

Poultry Project Popular 

Kelehan of Ottertai l county gives 
the poultry project credit for creating 
a Jot of interest among the women. At 
the final lesson given groups of women 
at Pelican· Rapids and Fergus Falls 
there was a 100 per cent attendance of 
local leaders. 

Juniors D elighted 

Livestock club members of Le Sueur 
county made such good records and 
enjoyed themselves so well at :the 
South St. Paul Junior show that all but 
one will re-enter club work next year. 
Every project showed a profit for the 
members, says Agent R. R. Wheaton. 
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NEW SERVICE OFFERED 
T O FARMERS' CL UBS 

A monthly letter will be sent to all 
farmers' clubs, farm bureau units, or 
other community organizations as part 
of th e service offeretl by the agricul
tural extension division. Announce
ment was made I y S. B. Cleland at 
th annual conference of county exten
sion workers. This letter will carry 
announcement of available material 
and suggestions for programs and any 
community organization requesting it 
will be put on the mailing li st without 
charge. 

Jl.lr. Cleland discussed the 111atcrial 
which may be obtained through this 
service, such as prepared programs on 
alfalfa, poultry, and other topics; 
Americanization and patriotic material; 
plays, debates, recitations and read
ings; suggestions for tours, picnics, 
fai r , judging teams; assistance in 
formulating community programs of 
activities. It is also hoped to provide 
an opportunity for exchange of ideas 
between clubs, so that good ideas may 
be carried on. 

"There are two great reaso ns why 
the extension service i.s promoting 
comrnunity developmen t," said Mr. 
Cleland . "One reason is because ex
tension work is more easi ly and more 
effectively clone in the organized com
munity. The other reason is because 
we believe in community organization 
for its own sake. It means a better 
social life in the country, a ·happier 
an d more wholesome attitude toward 
farm life and the things that far111ing 
represents. This service will do what 
it can to assist the comrtlunity to de
velop itself and to find a satisfy ing 
community life." 

EASIER, QUICKER WAY 
SHOWN BY EXTENSION 

There is a young woman in Sand 
Creek township, Scott county, who be
li eves in extension clothing work be
cause of the opportunity it has given 
her to learn to do things in an easier, 
quicker way. In a letter to the county 
agent she says: "In taking up this 
work all the leaders find there are 
some things about dressmaking which 
they do not know. They also find 
there are many things which can be 
do ne easier, better, and quicker than 
they have been accu tomed to do, and 
as we all like to do our work in the 
easiest, quickc t, and best 'vay, we feel 
it is a day well spent when we take 
these sewing lessons which the uni
versity extension division is giving us." 

53 in Lincoln's Essay Contest 
The farm bureau essay contest in 

Lincoln county caused a real inunda
tion of papers-53 in al l. The banks, 
schools, and newspapers co-operated in 
making it a success, thus g iving the 
farm bureau a great deal of publicity. 

· Studying Taxes 
The executive board of the Blue 

Earth county farm bureau has ap
pointed a committee to study taxes
how they are levied, and for what pur
pose and how distributed. 
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MORE TRAINING FAVORED 

The desire of extension workers for 
additional training to fit themselves 
better for their work and for larger 
service was recogni zed in the report of 
the committee on extens ion organiza
tion and policy, adopted by the Land
Grant College Association . The report 
recommended that members of the ex
tension staff, including county exten
sion agents and specialists, both men 
and women, and supervisors and ad
ministrative officers, be given oppor
tunity for advanced study leading ·to 
professional improvement, equal with 
that afforded members of the resident 
teaching and research staff. 

Work with boys and girls, a definite 
project in the extension program, 
should, the reports states, be main
tained upon a definite educational basis, 

EXTENSIO SERVICE EWS 

as now. There is opportunity and need 
in this work for the co-operation of 
interested agencies, such as both indi
viduals and organizations have ren
dered in the past. However, it is also 
important and necessary that private 
individuals or organizations wishing to 
assist club work should act through the 
regularly constituted goverpmental in
stitutions in charge of the work-the 
land-grant colleges and the depart
ment-and it should be evident .to all 
that assistance is given for the purpose 
of aiding boys and girls and not for 
commercial gain. 

In further developing forestry ex
tension work in accordance with the 
Clark-McNary forestry act, it is ex
pected that the policy already estab
lished for the conduct of co-operative 
extension work will be followed. 

MILLING COMPANY TO 
GIVE F OUR MORE TRIPS 
Garments from flour sacks. 
Sounds rather funny, doesn't it, but 

many club girls of Minnesota wi ll be 
making them in the next six months 
in an effort to win prizes offered by 
the Russell Mi ller Milling company. 

The prize is to be a free trip with 
maintenance to the Junior Short 
Course at University Farm or to the 
State Fair to the girl in each of the 
four districts of the state having the 
best exhibit of three articles made 
from flour sacks. The winners are to 
be selected at the time of the county 
contest in the spring. 

Club girls may make any of their 
required articles from these sacks or 
they may make extra garments, such 
as sewing or laundry bags, towels, pi l
low cases, silverware cases, etc. 

Extension people in Cottonwood county 
are planning a midwinter seed show and 
the organization of a county crop im
provement association. 

MORE RECREATIONAL, 
SOCIAL WORK NEEDED 

D. D. Mayne, principal of the Min
nesota School of Agriculture, led the 
discussion at the conference on the 
question of developing social and rec
reational projects as a means of 
strengthening local organizations for 
extension work. His remarks were 
based largely on a house to house 
survey taken in six rural townships by 
men from the school. In one of the 
six, rather typical of the rest, the sur
vey showed that beyond the grades the 
children are not being educated. 

Mr. Mayne believed that such com
rn,unities could be stirred to a desire 
for better things by reviving the old
fashioned singing school, by teaching 
music in every district, by organizing 
baseball clubs and promoting other 
forms of clean sports. These would 
serve as an entering wedge toward en
larged activities. "There are oppor
tunities to build communities that will 
be ideal," he said, "but we have hardly 
begun to touch the problem on its so
cial side. This is where most of our 
work should be done." 

Results of a similar survey in a Red
wood county township having 89 farms 
were given by County Agent Lynn 
Sheldon. It was found that many boys 
and girls of 17 to 19 years of age are 
"".Orking on the farms and are doing no 
educational work. Mr. Sheldon thought 
an effort should be made to reach 
these children out of school by or
ganized club work. The survey dem
onstrated that more windbreaks should 
be started on the farmsteads and that 
more home project work was needed. 

Outlook for Club Work Bright 

McMillan of Blue Earth· says the 
outlook for good club work is the best 
at this season he has ever known. 

AGRI CULTURAL EXTENSION F ORCES UNDER THE CAMERA'S FIRE DAY 



NUTRITION PROJECT 
TAKEN TO 6,439 WOMEN 

Reports for 1924 show that 3,061 
women were enrolled in the nutrition 
project and that they passed on the 
work to 3,378 others, making a total 
of 6,439. 

Fu ll reports have been received for 
part of the counties on ly, as the project 
has been completed in but six of the 
12 counties enrolled. In the reports 
turned in by 65 communities complet
ing the project, 1,958 new food prac
tices have been adopted. 

Evidence that work done by the 
leaders and the community members 
has been beneficial is shown in the 
improvement seen in dinners and re
freshments served at community gath
erings. These meals are better bal
anced; more well-cooked vegetables 
are served, more attractive salads and 
less of the old- time "hot dogs," or 
wieners and rolls. Milk is being sub
st itu ted for coffee. 

Twenty schools have installed hot 
lunches. Mothers have learned new 
and higher standards of health for 
their children and are working toward 
that end. Five hundred sixty-five re
port a definite improvement in health 
conditions as a result of the project. 
Posture, which had not been recog
nized by most of the members as a 
factor in malnutrition, has been a pop
ular subject with the members, 100 
of whom report that they are carrying 
on corrective posture exercises. Other 
groups report that as a result of inter
est in these exercises, physical training 
classes have been formed, hiking 
group organized and even two 
hockey teams organized among the 
women. Seventy-eight report that they 
now are ab le to do their work with 
less fat igue, thus showing that through 
these health measures they are in bet
ter cond ition to compete with their 
daily tasks. 

- -----·~ -

EXTENSION SERVICE NEWS 

New foo d budgets are being worked 
out for the coming year; garden plans 
to meet the food need of the family 
are already on paper, and next fa ll one 
may expect to find these homes much 
better fitted to meet the winter's needs. 
It is hoped that in counties where the 
nutrition project has been carried the 
county agents wi ll hold several spring 
meetings on the "Home Vegetab le 
Gard en" to help the women with their 
garden prob lems. 

Use shou ld be made of these able 
leaders in carrying on the "L et's 
Grow" project among juniQr club 
members. The exhi bits and the pro
grams worked out for ach ievement day 
should be used at club and community 
meetings time and again in order that 
the whole countryside may begin to 
appreciate the need of a good nutrition 
program in every home. 

Mrs. Shiras Resigns 
Mrs. Sylvia Shiras, who has been 

urban home demonstration agent in 
Duluth since ] uly, 1921, has resigned 
in order to devote her full time to her 
duties as a homemaker. Miss Clover 
Sabin, who has been home demonstra
tion agent in Kooch iching county, will 
succeed Jvirs. Shiras in Duluth J anuary 
first. A home demonstration agent for 
Koochiching county has not yet been 
appointed. 

HOME CONFERENCE SET 
FOR WEEK OF MARCH 2 

Miss Newton announces that the 
home conference will be held the 
week of March 2 . In addition to 
the home demonstration agents and 
the staff of the state home demon
stration office, the county chairmen 
of home and committee work in all 
the counties are asked to attend. 

UNIVERSITY FARM 
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HERDS IMPROVED AT 
A MINIMUM OF COST 

That th e expense of securing good 
bulls is often surprisingly low has 
been s hown by the Douglas County 
(Minn.) Guernsey Bull association, 
which was formed way back in 1910 
when T. A . Erickson was superintend
ent of the Douglas county schools and 
getting interested in club work. 

Mr. Erickson says that in the Schelin 
block of this association the total ex
penditure for bulls from the beginning 
up to 1924 has been $456.85. Seven 
members have constituted this block 
from the beginning, consequently the 
total cost to each, exclusive of mainte
nance of the bulls, has been $65.26, or 
on ly $4.66 a year. In this cost is 
included $1 a year membership fee 
since 1917. 

Well managed bull associations make 
it possible for farmers with small herds 
to obtain the service of sires having 
high production ancestry. 

Director Peck Honored 
Director F. W . Peck was chosen 

chairman of the section of agriculture 
and member of the national committee 
on extension organization and policy 
at the r ecent convention of the Asso
c1at10n of Land-Grant Colleges in 
Washington. D r. E. M. Freeman, 
dean of the Minnesota College of Agri
culture, was appointed chaifman of . 
the ·subsection of resident teaching. 

Badger Specialists Drop In 
Miss Gladys Sti llman, milk special

ist, and Miss Gladys Meloche, clothing 
specialist, from the Wisconsin agricul
tural extension service, spent a day re
cently with the staff of the home dem
onstration office, discussing home proj
ect work. Miss Sti llman accompanied 
Miss Hobart to Washington county to 
visit a group of local leaders in nutri
tion . 
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CLUB WORK SHOWS STEADY GROWTH 

(By f. A. Erickson, State Leader) Junior Livestock Show 

The year 1924 has seen a steady 
growth in boys' and gir ls' club work 
as a permanent feature of educational 
work in Minne ota. The suppo rt by 
public organizations for the general 
work and by business men for special 
incentives has been better than in pre
viou years. 

Four hundred twenty-five club mem
bers were g iven free trips to the Junior 
Livestock Show as co unty win ners to 
exhibit their baby beef, fat barrow, fat 
lamb or fat poultry. There were 776 
animals shown. The exhibits so ld for 
$45,000 at auct ion . 

National Events 
The state took part in two national 

events with 49 dairy calf club winners 
at the ational Dairy Show at Mil
waukee and 6r winners representing 
all projects at the National Club Con
g 1·ess at Chicago. 

The .fo llowing state events suggest 
some results of the work: 

Club Short Courses 

Short courses at Univer ity Farm, 
Crookston and Morris are the training 
schools for the older club member and 
junior leaders. Two hundred club 
members were given free trips to 
these even ts. T he total attendance at 
th e three cou rses was 832. 

Thirty-five county, distr ict and state 
club short courses were held with an 
attendance of 5,125 boys and gi rls. 

Every county fa ir reports a club de
partm ent willi more than $3,600 as a 
budget. 

Club Department of State Fair 

One thou sa nd and ten club mem
bers this year put on an exh ibit and 
demon stration program at the State 
Fai r. They represented every county 
in the state as the county winners. The 
total exhibit s numbered 2,674. T he 
budget provided by the State Fair a nd 
co-operating agencies totaled more 
than $26,ooo. 

. The club judging team won third 
place, and th e dairy demon tration 
team second place at M ilwaukee, while 
Monica Zurn, the health member, stood 
fir t. 

At Chicago th e judging team stood 
fourth and the bread and canning judge 
first. 

At the inter tate competition at 
Sioux City, with 12 states competing, 
the Buh l bread demon tration team 
won the grand champion hip, whi le 
Milo Richter won first in health con
test. Three Minnesota teams attended. 

Other Special Club Activities 
The State Horticu ltural Society pro

vided funds fo r 20 garden club winners 
to attend the annual meeting. At the 
same tim 80 potato club members ex
hibited, showing a very high quality 
exh ibit. 

The corn club exhibit is bei ng held 
during Farmers' and Homemakers' 
Week. 

SUMMARY OF CLUB DEMONSTRATIONS OR PROJECTS IN 1924 

Projects 
Organized 

clubs 
Enrollment 

Boys Girls 
No. reporting 

Boys Girls 

Br ad . .. . ......... .... .......... . 
a rm ent ...... . ... . ...... . . .... . . 

Garden ....... . ................. . 
Potato ................. . . . ...... . 
Poultry ......................... . 
Healt h . . ..... .. .............. . .. . 
Pig ... .. .............. . ....... . . . 
Sow and li tter ................ .... . 
Baby beef . , . ...... . ........ . .... . 
c;heep ........ . .......... .. . . . · · ·. 
Ge neral live tock judging ..... ... . . 
Dairy judgi ng .. . ....... . ..... . .. . 
Dairy ca lf ... . .. . ............... . . 
Alfalfa .... . ....... . ............. . 

orn .. . ..... .. ................. . . 
Canning ................ . . .. ... . . 
R om furnishing ........ .. ....... . 
Leadership ..... ............. .. .. . 
:Pastures . . ................... .. . . 

252 

297 
180 
162 
149 
26 

126 
59 
68 
·39 
57 
65 

226 
3 

52 
172 

7 

19 

l,483. 
553 

l,532 

715 
476 
666 
405 
298 
516 

l,643 
72 

424 

83 
83 

2 

19 2,526 
2,667 

l,193 913 

2,809 
3,165 
T,061 

425 83 
l ,167 652 

120 
869 
270 
132 543 94 
93 360 68 

126 520 97 
328 87 
262 24 
410 6 

l,296 28r 

ll9 
28 

6 
365 

48 4 
298 13 

l ,325 
83 121 

5 
17 

l,802 
121 
72 

Tota ls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l,941 8,970 II ,180 6,952 8,961 
Total enro llment: 20,150; number reporting, 16,042. 

New Flax Pleases Growers 

w Chippewa flax, developed by plant 
and farm crops men of the university, 
shows al lea. l TOO per cent better than 
the common variety, says the agent of 
Roseau ~ounty. Farmers are greatly in
terc ted 111 the new fl ax and there is much 
demand for eed, he adds. 

64 Bushels Winter Wheat to Acre 

Minturki and Minhardi are getting 
popular in Roseau county. From four 
.fields of these varieties grown in the 
county this year the yield averaged 49 
bushels to the acre. One field produced 
an average of 64 bushels to the acre. 

CONFERENCE EXHIBITS 
STUDIED BY AGENTS 

A feat ure of the annual extension 
conference ·was the exhibits which were 
prepared fo r the purpose of assisting 
the agents in specia l ways. 

T he central exhibit was the s tory 
of an a lfalfa campaign, the various 
steps in the campaign being outlined 
in a series of r7 exh ibits. The w hole 
was a tucly of the way to exhibit. 
The A. Dickin on Seed Co. furni shed 
the miniature window disp lay. 

The nutrition booth attracted much 
attention . This was prepared as a good 
type of booth for use on achi evemen t 
clays. It was simple in design but 
to ld its story most effectively. 

The boys' and girls' club exh ibit 
was a di play indicating methods of 
showing club material. A family bud
get of canned goods, rat her than single 
jars, and similar effective ideas, were 
shown. 

The home demonstration office had 
a fine di play of posters coll ected from 
actual ach ievement clays. These a t
tracted much attention as indicating 
what women were actually doing in 
this connection. 

The publicity exhibit prescn'ted sam
ples of press and poster ideas effectively 
disp layed so they could be studi ed. 

Through the courtesy of the 1 ational 
Dairy Counci l there was shown an ex
hibit of clogs, rats and ch ickens, some 
of which had been raised without mi lk 
and some with milk. The value of 
milk wa clear ly shown. It was a n
nounced that these animals can be se
cured for a rental fee, or by buying, 
for u e in showin g the value of milk 
111 the diet. 

5,175 WOMEN WORK IN 
MANAGEMENT PROJECT 

Minnesota women to th e number of 
5,175 were reached by the home ma n
agement project during 1924. Of 
these, 3,059 were enro ll ed in groups 
in 225 communities; 446, or two from 
each gro up, acted as local leade rs and 
attended training classes condu cted by 
Mary L. ·B ull, state speciali st in home 
management. Then some 748 women 
not enrol led in community groups were 
reported as receiving some phase of 
the work from group members mak
ing a tota l of 3,807 women r cacl1ed by 
the project conducted by the speciali st. 

Home agents conducting home man
agement· projects enrolled 1,368 women, 
186 of whom acted as local leaders 
making a total for the state of 63~ 
loca l leade rs in thi s project w ith an 
enrollment of 4,527 and 748 women 
not enro ll ed reported as pro fiting by 
informatio n passed on by group m em
bers; .3.470 of those enroll ed reported 
improved pract;ces an d 2,468 reported 
improved k itchens. 

In tercst in the local leader plan of 
conducting project work is s teadily in
creasin g as show n in the fo llowing 
comparison : In 1923, 250 local leaders 
representing 125 communities conducted 
work with r,6r5 women in organized 
gro ups; last year 632 local leaders 
conducted work in 316 communities 
with an enrollm ent of 4,527 women in 
organ ized groups. 

.. ~-
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AGENTS V ISIT DAIRY 
AND SOI L S D IV ISIONS 

The conference sessions on Thursday 
and Friday were varied by visits to 
the dairy and soils divisions to hear 
the story of what these divisions a re 
doing of interest to extension workers. 

Dr. C. I-I. Eckles was assisted by 
three members of his staff in sketch
ing experimental work either in hand 
or a lready accomplished. The results 
from the studies for the control of the 
composition of butter ought to be used 
as an extension activity, he said. A 
year's experiments had shown that the 
feeding of bonemeal would prevent ab
normal appetite in cattle. Crop more 
o r less new to Minnesota were under 
te t to determine feeding values. In
formation would soon be avai lab le as 
to the use of soybean hay, ground soy
beans, sweet clover silage and beet top 
si lage. 

Heads of the dairy products, dairy 
production and official testing sections 
outl ined the possibil ities in the studies 
for more uniform butter and to deter
mine the losses of fat in buttermilk; 
the experiments in calf raising, and the 
status of official testing. The last 
named section is experimenting with 
ground flax to increase the milk flow 
and w ill aid in a urvey to determine 
breeding troub les in purebred herds. 

Led by Dr. Eckles the agents made 
a tour of the new dairy hall and also 
looked over the cattle used in the ex
perimental work. 

"We are not going to tell yo u all 
we have done, but just the things you 
ought to know," said Dr. F . J. Alway, 
chi ef of the soils division, who pre
sented a staffman to report th e results 
from phosphate plots in Jackson, L ac 
qui Parle and various counties in south
western Minne ota. County Agent 
Karr was callee! upon and said that 
phosphorous used on plots in Martin 
county had doubl ed the yield of red 
clover and in one instance bad quad
ru pled the production of alfalfa bay 
when compared with the unfertilized 
part of the field. 

The county agents were told there 
is no longer any question in getting al
falfa in southeastern counties. Liming 
builds up the crop in its early years. 
Later the check plots catch up with 
the treated plots because the roots of 
th e alfa lfa plant are then getting down 
to the lime. Thorough inoculation of 
the so il where there is much acid ity 
is necessary. Sweet clover has proven 
more sensitive to the lack of lime than 
alfa lfa . 

An acre of peat land valued at $6 
had prod uced $48 worth of alfa lfa in 
a singl e season. Mixtures containing 
white clover and bluegrass had de
veloped good pastures on peat soi l ; 
timothy and clover meadows had pros
pered when properly hand led. Sum
m er frosts did considerable damage the 
past season to potatoes and small 
g rain. Liberal fertilization and pack
ing the peat after planting would make 
for rapid growth and help in dodging 
frost. 
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MINNESOTA JUNIORS AT CHICAGO 

F ifty-s ix j un:ors and five leaders 
composed the Minnesota delegation at
tending the third National 4-H Club 
Congress held at Chicago in con nec
tion with th e International Livestock 
Exposition . T. A. E rickson, the state 
leade r, was in command. 

Thirty-on e of the juniors were 
transpo rted to and from the conven
tion city without cost by the Chicago 
Northwestern, the Omaha, Great 
Western and Rock Island rai lroads. 
The Russell Mi ll er Milling company 
paid all the traveling an d living ex
penses of IO g irl breadmakers. The 
Pioneer P ress-D ispatch paid expenses of 
Frances Nelson and Janet Fulton, both 
of Coleraine, w ho gave a truly won
derful demonstration in canning. The 
Swift, Armour and Wilson packing 
companies, Mo ntgomery Ward & Co., 
and The Farmer's Wife paid the ex
penses of one junior each during the 
week. 

The Minnesota junior livestock j udg
ing team, composed of George Cham
bers, Clarence Bundy, and F loyd 
Eskra, placed fo urth in keen competi
tion with 20 other state ceams. Kansas 
was first, Nebraska second, Oklahoma 
third. Young Bundy won highest 
honors as an individual judge. 

Erma Cronberg First in Judging 
In canning and bread judging Min

nesota fared even be tter, Erma Cron
berg of Buhl being first in both events 
in which judges from nine states took 
part. Minnesota's state canning ex
hibit was placed fourth and its cloth
ing exhibit seventh. 

Girl s from 12 states competed in the 
style show which was wo n by Wiscon
sin with North Carolina second, Illi
nois third, Indiana fo urth, and Minne
sota fifth. The g irls exhibited gar
ments of thei r own making: 

A 16-year-old Mississippi girl placed 
first in the health contest for girls w ith 
a score of 99.4 per cent. A 17-year-old 
Michigan boy was found to be the 
health iest boy in clubland. The Min
nesota representatives, Lorna To!n
have of Fergus Falls and Levi Mor
lock of Jordan, were only a few points 
behind the leaders. 

Jay's Barrow Close to Top 
It was a matter of state pride and 

congratulation that the grand champion 
barrow of the Junior Livestock ShO\• 
at South St. Paul, which was raised 
by Jay H. Seymour, a club boy of 
Eyota, O lmsted county, and sold for 
$1 a pound, took third place in an 
open class of 36 Chester White bar
rows at the International Livestock 
Show. T he first two places were 
awarded to · Iowa pigs which were 
much older than the Minnesota entry. 
It was young Seymour who responded 
to the addresses of welcome for the 
boys and g ir ls when the club congress 
was formally opened. 

Minnesota corn club boys swept up 
everything clean in the White Dent 
competition for their class in Region 2 
at the Hay and Grain show. Robert 
Blanchar of Sherburne was first , Loren 
Blanchar second, Albert Lau of Tracy 

third, Justus Legvold of -Frost fourth, 
and Louis Schmeis ing of Lucan fil:th. 
In Region l Clarence Lien of St. Cloud 
carried off first honors for White Dent 
and Norman Lien did as well for Yel
low Dent. Clarence Lohrback of Re
vere won th e second prize for White 
Dent in Region 1 and Harold Haslach 
of Como Station third prize. 

Some disappointment was felt that 
Minnesota fai led to land th e Horace 
A. Moses leadership trophy. A 19-
year-old Oklahoma boy, who has been 
in club work sin ce 1917 and has been 
active in leadership work for three 
years, carried off the trophy. 

Will Boost Harder Than Ever 
W hat with banquets and parades, 

special entertainments, and trips 
through packing plants and business 
houses, and a parade before President 
and Mrs. Coolidge, it was a week of 
thrills for the Minnesota juniors. Lee 
Fullerton, a Gopher club boy, ex
pressed the sentiments of all when he 
said : "It has been a great revelation 
to me, and I am going to boost club 
work harder than ever as a result of 
this trip." 

Forty-one states sent about 1,200 
young champions to the congress. The 
Club Congress Courier, an official daily 
newspaper for the juniors, made its 
bow and reported the chief events in 
a workmanlike manner. 

KIRKPATRICK HEADS 
NATIONAL ASS0CIATION 

K. A. Kirkpatrick, agricultural agent 
for H ennep in county, was advanced 
from vice president to president of the 
National Association of County Agents 
at its annual convention in Chicago. 
County Agents M. M. Abbott, Lynn 
Sheldon, and M. P. Roske were the 
Minnesota delegates to the meeting. 
Mr. Kirkpatrick arranged the program 
for the meeting, which he attended, of 
the Southwest District County Agents' 
Conference held at Kansas City. A 
resolution calling upon the Association 
of Land-Grant Colleges to extend 
county agents and other extension peo
ple th e same privileges accorded resi
clen t instructo rs and research workers 
was unanimously adopted. 

Culling Their Own 

Lots of interest is shown in poultry 
culling, says Hammargren of Pine 
county, with the culls running as high 
as 30 per cent of the flocks . The low 
number of calls for culling in Roseau 
county indicates to Agent J. W. Taylor 
that many poultry keepers are culling 
their own flocks from training received 
last year. 

Buchanan Resigns 

R. R. Buchanan, for the last year 
and a half agricultural agent in Big 
Stone county, has resigned to go ·into 
business for himself at Gracevi ll e. Hi 
successor has not yet been chosen. 
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CLUB WORK DISCUSSED 
BY FARRELL, ERICKSON 

"That type of club work that meets 
the need of communities has real edu
cational value " said George E. Farrell 
of the V..Ta hi~gton office in his discus
sion of "Fundamentals in Boys' and 
Girls' Club Work." "If the clubs are 
demonstrationa l the work can then be 
so ld to the public." 

The club movement had been start
ed he said to train youths to co
op'erate and' to keep them in touch 
with agricultural colleges. "There are 
about 460,000 club members in the 
United States. As the average tenure 
on farms is 20 years, we need 800,000 
of new farmers yearly. We ought to 
have more than a million club mem
bers to do reasonably well the job 
that mu t be clone and to break the 
chains of the apprentice system . The 
club is the elementary school of farm 
ing and the club movement can be con
sidered as the safety valve of ado-
1 scence." 

Mr. Farrell said that care should be 
exercised against placing too much em
phasis on contests and prizes. "This 
may prove to be a national ~alamity 
in club work," he added; also, 1t 
would be a nationa l calamity to cut 
off a ll prizes. What happens is that 
sight is lost of demonstrations. and 
other educational values. There 1s no 
need to offer $500 for $50 worth of 
work; there is no need to go l,ooo 
miles to win prizes. There is no com
munity that cannot give enough prizes. 
We should stimulate but not enough 
to destroy." .. 

Mr. Farrell emphasized the import
ance of club demonstrations and ex
hibits. Speaking of recreational phases 
he said the club movement now has 
more camps than all other junior 
movements in the country put to
g ther. 

T. A. Erickson, state leader, said 
that real successful club work has in 
mind the organized group helping the 
community. Club work should be re
garded as fit to be part of a well 
rounded extension program. Is your 
club program well balanced? 

"How about distribution of club 
work in your county? Are we reach
ing the ones we ought? A large part 
of our work is done through the 
schoo ls because it is the easiest way. · 
,roups of boys and girls out of the 

1 ublic chools ought to be reached. 
\Ve should try to keep the club mem
ber we have now and train them as 
they ap1 roach their majority to be
come leaders of beginners." 

Mr. Erickson admitted that the mat
ter of prizes has developed difficult 
problems. The kind of prizes offered 
makes a difference, he said. Educa
tional trips and scholarships were to 
be favored. Nearly 2,000 juniors, com
ing from all parts of the state, won 
free trip last year. Use these boys 
and girls i.o tell of their trips; make 
more u e of demonstration teams at 
home. 

Summarizing his recommendations 
for the coming year's work the state 
leader presented the following: 

t. An advisory committee of extension 
agents to work with the club office dur
ing the year. 

2 . More organized clubs. 

EX1E SERVICE NEWS 

POULTRY WORK SHOWS 
GOOD ADVANCE IN r924 

"A profitable Bock on every farm in 
Minnesota" is the goal of the state 
pou ltry project. Local leaders have 
made a large contribution to the at
tainment of this goal. In the past year 
315 leaders from r58 communities have 
received instruction from Miss Cora 
Cooke, extension poultry specialist, and 
passed it on to organized groups with 
an enrollment representing 2,045 fam
ilie . Beside those regularly enrolled, 
some part of the information was re
ceived by 1,892 other persons, making 
a total of nearly 4,000 farm Bocks af
fected by the work of loca l leaders. 

Thi work was given in 13 counties, 
three of which also took the advanced 
project. County extension agents have 
given sp lendid co·-operation in organ
izing the counties for the project and 
in following up the work of leaders 
with personal a i tance and publicity. 

The project thi year emphasized 
feeding and hou ing, and reports of 
leaders show a decided improvement 
along these Jines. Final reports do 
not do justice to the reports given by 
leaders, but they do show marked ad
vance over the previous year. The 
fol low'.ng compari son of things accom
plished in the last two years may be 
of interest: 

1923 192-1 
Houses built or improved... . 145 357 
Equipment added . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 417 
Feeding improved ....... . . . . . 165 554 
Flocks culled . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l 79 388 

One thing contributing to the suc
cess of the project is the increased 
number of communities enro lled per 
county. In 1923 the enrollment aver
aged nine communities to the county. 
In 1924 this average was increased to 
12 per county with an enrollment of 
31 communities in one county. This 
makes for a more widespread inter
est than where only a few communities 
are reached. Watonwan county had 
19 groups organized in rs townships, 
with every township organized. In 
some of the larger and more thinly 
populated counties it was impossible 
to reach every township. Clearwater 
county had 14 groups in IO of its 25 
townships. These represented a strip 
through the center of the county in 
which most of the farming is done. 

Plans for improvement for 1925 in
clude work in judging and poultry 
marketing for the advanced groups. 

Zavoral Ready to Carry On. 
H. G. Zavoral, who spent IO days 

in a Minneapolis hospital following a 
minor operation, is back in the exten
sion harness again. 

Catnip Still to the Fore 
Catnip figures prominently in a news 

item in the Official Record of Decem
ber JO. Agents attending the gridiron 
party December II will be interested. 

3. U se club records and story of work 
in local county and state contests. 

4. Well balanced program of club work. 
5. Use demonstration more in com· 

munity. 
6. Train older club members for local 

leaders as a new project. 
7. Reach more farm boys and girls not 

now in school. 
8. Use educational prizes. 

REAL PROGRESS MADE 
IN CLOTHING PROJECT 

Twenty-six thousand, two hundred 
and twenty women attended clas.§es in 
cloth'.ng the past year, and 23,401 
homes adopted improved practices . 
The work has been carried on in 33 
counties. In some of these counties it 
has been necessary to give three days 
a week to the local leader training 
clas es because so many a re enroll ed 
in the work. 

In these counties it is the hope of 
the county agent to reach the women 
in every townsh ip. Many counties now 
fin:shing the first clothing project wi ll 
cont inue with the advanced clothing 
project with IOO per cent enroll ment. 

In 1923 some 36 counties had the 
work, 20,549 women attended the meet
ings, and 19,467 women reported they 
had improved their home practices in 
clothing. Thu it is een that in 1924, 
working in three Jess counties than 
in r923, 5,671 more women attended 
meetings and 3,934 more women have 
reported improved home practices. 
This shows an improvement in ·organi
zation over last year. 

Personnel of the Project 

fany women are engaged in the 
teaching of the clothing project. Miss 

ora Hott and Miss Bessie Wi llis are 
the state clothing specialists. Miss 
Clover Sabin, home demonstration 
agent in Koochiching county, says 
many women wish to continue the 
work. Miss Edythe Turner in Steele 
county has had enthusiastic groups in 
the advanced clothing work. From 
St. Louis county Miss Anna Tikkanen 
reports sp lendid results. Miss Eva 
Blair divides her time between Brown 
a nd B lue Earth counties. Miss Mary 
Laycock is working in Mower county. 
It i the same in every county-the 
women are interested in the work and 
eager to get more. 

The three urban home demonstration 
agents, M iss Lois Reid of St. Paul, 
Mrs. Shiras of Duluth, and Mrs. Beard 
of Minneapolis, have some enthusiastic 
groups. These agents have been visit
ing at least one of the local leader 
classes of every group and have been 
ab le in fhis way to see where there 
is a weakness, how to improve and 
a lso to check up on groups. In many 
cases the agent has been agreeab ly 
urprised to find that the leaders have 

spent much time in study and in the 
making of illustrative material. In 
Stee le county one town li brar ian re
ported to Miss Tw-ner that the cloth
ing project has stimulated the desire 
for reading and study. Many more 
farm women are using the town library. 

Year's Goal Attained 

The goal for the year was set for 
the adoption of improved practices in 
clothing by So per cent of the women 
enro ll ed. Th is goal was reached a nd 
then passed. In each sub-p roject a 
goal was set and in six out of the eig h t 
sub-projects the goal was either 
reached or far surpassed. 

The women are interested and want 
the clothing project or the leaders 
wouldn't travel 25 or 30 miles, as they 
do, on stormy days to get the work. 
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