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H OME PROJECT WORK 
P ICTURED AT FAIRS 

Home demonstration agents show re
sults of home projects effectively by 
means of booths at county fairs. 

In St. Louis county the booth was 
planned and made up jointly by Miss 
Anna Tikkanan and Mrs. Sylvia Rich
ardson. Charts were displayed showing 
the aims, goals, and accomplishments in 
each extension project carried on the past 
year. The clothing work was the home 
project emphasized . An interesting fea
ture was a display of garments of differ
ent periods clown to the present day. 
Visitors to the fair were greatly inter
ested in the home project exhibit. 

St eele County 
In Steele county Miss Turner, home 

agent, had charge of the builcl'ng which 
housed the boys' and' glrls'<:TUb exhibits, 
the farm bureau booths and the farm~rs' 
club booths. The building was pleasant, ly 
decorated so as to bring out the exhi~its 
of the different groups represented. S~v
eral booths in this building were given 
over to boys' and girls' work alone, while 
two booths were arranged under the g n
eral heading of "Farm Bureau," wh ch 
showed both farm and home projects. 

In the home project booth all three of 
the projects which had been carried t~is 
year were illustrated. The home man
agement exhibit featured refinished fu1' i
ture, the fire less cooker, and pro er 
heights for washing machines. In 1e 
nutrition exhibits, the importance of ri ht 
kinds and amounts of food was strik~· -
ly shown by cages of rats with. the pro er 
labels. The use of greens in the diet a d 
the different varieties of greens whi h 
can be obtained easily in this part of t le 
country were shown by one proj ect gro p. 
The garments made by the clothi g 
groups were arranged attractively on t1e 
walls of the booth. 

Watonwan County 
The boys' and girls' club building 

the 'lvatonwan county fair reflected gr 
.• ·edit to the juniors of the county a d 

to those directing the work. Exhib ts 
;ere displayed in an attractive mann r. 
::'he decorations-green and white, u i
form in design-were very pleasing. Pi -
tures of club and individual activiti s 
added interest to many of the exhibi s. 
The lines of club wurk exhibited we e 
gardening, canning, and sewing. One e1 d 
of the building served as a demonstrati n 
booth and baking and canning demonstr -
tions were given each day by club me -
bers. 

. Other interesting features were a pou -
try and home management booth. Tl e 
exhibits in these booths showed differe1 t 
pha\es of ~ese home projects "".hich we1e 
earned on 111 the county by Miss Regan , 
the club agent, and the women of the 
county in co-operation with the statle 
office. The poultry booth contained poster , 

slogans, and reports of things accom
plished. One outstanding exhibit was a 
miniature model poultry house made by 
the women of a group taking the project. 

Cur tains fo r 85 Cents 
The home management booth contained 

posters showing slogans and aims, charts 
giving reports of group work, as well as 
commercial and homemade articles used 
to save energy and increase the efficiency 
of the homemaker. Two exhibits which 
were commented upon were a mirror roo 
years old and a pai r of curtains costing 
85 cents. The mahogany frame of the 
mirror had been refinished by Mrs. Morse, 
the owner, as a result of the lesson on 
refini shing in the home management pro
ject. The curtains were white and had 
a most attractive border of orange which 
was made by tying and dyeing. These 
also were made as a result of one of the 
project lessons. 

One stock barn was given over to the 
boys' and girls' calf clubs. In fact, there 
were so many entries that half dozen 
or more calves had to be housed in an 
adjoining barn. A feature wh ich added 
interest was a white poster on each stall. 
Each poster bore a large green four-leaf 
clover with a picture of the animal and 
the owner in the center. Below this in 
easily readable printing was the name, 
breed, and age of the animal and name 
and address of the owner. 

Among other counties having home 
project exhibits were Koochiching, Blue 
Earth, Brown, Aitkin Winona, and Pipe
stone. 

FAIR SHORT OOURSE 
WIL L BE CONTINUED 

J t111ior club department work centering 
at the State Fair made use of another 
feature this year-a short course held at 
University Farm for two hours each 
morning. Short talks and demonstrations 
were given on club project subj ects by 
members of the facu lty at the farm. The 
hort course was so successful that it 

will be continued another year, says the 
state leader. 

Still another new feature was the ap
pearance for the first ti me of a g roup of 
junior leaders. There were 20 of these 
all older club members who have beei~ 
taking the leadership project. They were 
given the trip to the State Fair where 
they helped to organize the camps and 
to make themselves useful in various oth
er ways. The state leader says this line 
of club work, in which Minnesota is tak
ing a command:ng lead, will be stressed 
still more the coming year. 

F ifty Autos in F arm Tour 

Fifty auto loads of town and country 
people took part in a farm tour led by 
the agent of Lake of the Woods cow1ty. 
A ll sorts of farm subjects' were studied. 

GOPHER JUNIORS FIRST 
AT SIOU X CITY AGAIN 

"The best demonstration by a club 
team I have ever seen." 

This was the verdict given by Miss 
Gertrude \i\Tarrcn of the Washington qf
fi ce on the work of the Minne ota bread
making team, composed of Rose Perhai 
and E rma ronberg of Buhl, which won 
grand championship honors over all the 
boys' and gi rls' club demonstration teams 
at the recent Interstate Fair at Sioux 
City. It was the second year in succes
sion that a Minne ota team had taken the 
highest honors at this fa ir. Also, it was 
the third time in four years that Minne
sota juniors had won the stellar cham
pionsh ip at Siuux City. • 

The Minnesota bre<i 'm- kers competed 
first with and won the / .1ampionship of 
the home economics teams. Then, as the 
best of the girls' teams, they were pitted 
against the South Dakota team which had 
won the championship of boy teams in 
demonstrating farm crops and livestock. 
The result of/ this contest brought them 
the grand championship with a beautiful 
gold watch for each as a prize. At this 
point the girl~from Buhl had won from 
94 demonstra on teams at the Minnesota 
State Fair an from 20 champion teams 
from II different states at the Interstate 
Fair. 

The two g irls from Buhl also won the 
food judging contest which was held this 
year for the first time. Eight teams took 
part and fo~r classes of canned goods, 
two classes qf bread, and two classes of 
other baked roducts were judged. 

Milo "ch er of Stewartville, Minn., 
topped th Ith contest with the extra-
ordinary score f 98.9 points. The agri
cultural tean] from Minnesota, composed 
of Michael Bukas, Joe Roberts, and 
Louis Carls n all of whom were al so 
from Buhl, ranked sixth in the team 
contest for boys. The Minnesota all -
tock judgi1 g team, composed of Carl 

Leipold of Chatfield, Milo Richter of 
Stewartville and Aldin Flygare 0£ 
Fairmont, r nked eig hth in the judging 
contest. 

The Mi.J11J sota potato exhibit was first, 
with Nebra ka second. For canning ex
hibits the 1 innesota boys and girls won 
two firsts, one second, and one third,-

] udges of the contests were Mi.ss Neva 
Stephenson, assistant state cltt'b leade:· 
from India1 a, and Ray Turrier from tl 1e 
United Stajs Department of Agricu lture 
at Washin ton. The Gopher juniors 
were acco1 panied to Sirux City by Misc, 
Velma Slo um of Uniiersity Farm, Carl 
C. Anders n and M:ss Edna Bender of 
Buhl, and County ;l.gent ] ulius Ausen of 
Olmsted county, 

Rose Perhai 0f Minnesota was elect
ed secretary of War Eagle camp at the 
Interstate Fair and will be the guest in 
1925 of thf! Sioux City fair board . 
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THREE YEARS OLD, GOING ON 
FOUR 

Extension Servic~ .News starts its 
fourth year with this issue. . Instead of 
being able to boast of growth !n the form 
of size of circulation. or . size of the 
paper itself, and not beu;g given .to boast
mg anyhow, we are tak111g the !tbert; of 
fee ling proud of the qua!ttylof ~he ~xten
sion Service News .and. th~ aims _it ~as 
tried to keep in mmd 111 its publication 

pol'cy. · Ii d · · t 
However, we arc not sa :s 1e 111 JUS •· 

being reasonably good, but are constantly 
seeking to make the News of more prac
t ical value to the field w~rker~. W,e be
lieve the best way to obtam this desirable 
quality is for the field w?rkers themselves 
to take a vital interest 111 the paper and 
end items to the ed"tor tha): they would 

like to have published for the ~enefit of 
the service in general. Her.e 1s an e::c
ample of the kind of suggest1~n that ~ill 
work for the benefit of the e.ltire sery1~e: 
One of the county agents after rece1v111g 
a number of posters from the. ce~tral 
office found in hi~ attempt o distribute 
them that the agencies through which he 
had been accustomed to wqrk, namely, 
the banks and creameries, j1ad already 
received them. He suggested, therefore, 
Lhat a notice be sent the agents with the 
posters showing what other agencies had 
received them. 

If every one of the field workers, as 
suggestions come to mind foe improving 
his own work in the county or for the 
entire serv:ce, would drop thL suggestion 
lo the office, not on ly would the News 
be 0£ more value but the en ire service 
would thereby improve. Let'. make the 
coming Y?ar three or four times as much 
worth while- for the advancement of the 
e..'Ctension work in the state ns fo st year. 

SOME OF HIGH LIGHTS OF 1924 
STATE: FAIR 

Some people charatterize the recent 
talc Fair as being more or less of a 

fai lure as compared lo !Ome prev·ous 
years because they have l'l\ea urecl the 
standing of the fair by the a:ate attend
;ince. Others have characteriz'cid the fair 
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as being the best in its history fro1p tl?e 
standpoint of edqcational advantage 111 
number and quality of exh ibits. 

From the standpoint of attendance the 
noticeable feature was the lack of rural 
people accounted for by tl~e delayed se~
son in stack:ng and thresh111g small gra1_n 
crops. To those wh? visited the . fair 
with the idea of studymg the educat1o~a l 
features there can be no. other ~onclus1on 
but that in several particulars 1t was an 
outstanding display for the advancement 
of agriculture. . 

Attention is called specifically to three 
exh:bits that indicate a departu~e from 
the ord 'nary form of pre:;entat1on and 
are exa1~ples of the kind of exhibits that 
carry to the public tremendously worth 
while lessons in simple form. 

The first of these was the exhibit north 
of the livestock building en~it!ed "W_eed, 
Feed, and Breed." This exh1b1t conta111ed 
a most rearstic story of the. weed pro?
lem as affecting the market111g of gram 
and of the feeding and breeding problem 
as brought out by cow testing association 
records. The comparison of actual ani
mals with their records, the display of 
actual rations fed to the stock, together 
with the striking instruct'on in the im
portance of clean seed and clean grain 
were exceptionally well done. 

The second simple, yet striking, exam
ple of telling a lesson was that arranged 
by the wool people displaying the impor
tance of various grades of wool and 
pointing to methods of obtaining superior 
quality in wool. 

A third exhibit well worth the atten
tion of all of us was the "History of 
the Plum" in the horticultural building. 
Here the method of telling the story was 
the strik:ng feature to many aside from 
the lessons in raising plums that were 
made so definite and clear. We are 
learning as our subjects develop along 
this line to take the best of the commer
c'.al advertising methods combined with 
sound teaching principles to carry to the 
public information that will help in mak
ing agriculture more profitable and more 
satisfying. 

F IRST E GG MARKETING 
SCH OOLS SCHEDULE D 

The United States Department of Ag
riculture, the Minnesota department, the 
State Dairy and Food Commission, and 
the agricultural extension service of the 
university will co-operate in hold :ng six 
egg marketing schools beginning at Owa
tonna Monday, October 6, and continuing 
through the week, a day at each point, 
at llfankato, Marshall, Willmar, Fergus 
Falls, and St. Cloud. These single-day 
schools will be followed later by a two
weeks' school to be held in Minneapolis 
by the State Department of Agriculture. 

BIG HAY CROPS F ROM 
SEED IN JUST 70 DAYS 

Just 70 days after the seed was sown 
Elmer Carney of Fairmont cut one and 
one-half tons of hay per acre from his 
alfalfa field, reports County Agent Ar
thur R. Karr of Martin. Sixty clays 
after sowing, a plant was found which 
measured 30 inches in height, or one-half 
inch for every day. 

SHELDON'S PUBLICITY CAM
PAIGN 

"How to Increase the Net Income per 
Farm in 1924" was tl~e subj ~ct for a 
striking publicity campaign earned on the 
past season by County Agent Lynn Shel
don of Redwood county. Five of. the 
leading newspapers of the county prmted 
a convincing series of articles f~om tl:e 
pen of Mr. Sheldon. These art:cles, 111 

the order of publication, dealt with le
gumes, disease prevention, ~arm fruits and 
windbreaks, dairy product10n, sheep and 
wool the waste of weeds, hog produc
tion,' beef production, horses for f~rm 
work, poultry production and marketmg, 
care of alfalfa and sweet clover, farm 
rental and leases, grain share lease, and 
stock share lease. 

Believing that the greatest problen;i con
fronf ng Redwood county farmers is the 
lack of proper kind of feeds f?r farm 
livestock, Mr. Sheldon placed dec.cl~d em
phasis on the importance of breakmg up 
old pastures and growing more sweet 
clover, alfalfa, and soybeans. Better 
cows rather than more cows was the 
central idea of his article on dairy pro
duction. More sheep to the farm and 
more economy in the production of pork 
and beef were urged by t11e agent, who 
belieyes that pork prices w'. ll gradually 
work higher and that the beef catt le out
look is favorable. 

Mr. Sheldon did not minimize the part 
the farmer himself must take in the ef
fort to increase farm income. He said : 
"All the organizations in the world can
n. ot make some farms productive un!ess 
the farmer himself adopts more efficient 
bu. iness methods and practices." 

G. W. LARSON NAMED 
CHISAGO COUNTY AGENT 

eorge W. Larson, until recently h i~h 
school agriculturist in Waukesha, W is., 
succeeded on Sept. r 5 to the position of 
c01mty agent of Chisago county vice C. 
J. '.Morck, who resigned. Mr. Larson was 
born and reared on a farm in the Badger 
stale. He was graduated from a high 
school and then from the Wisconsin Agri
cultural College. Since 1920 he has been 
tea bing agriculture at Vo/aukesha, coun
ty seat of Wisconsin's famous "cow 
co nty." He is 31 years of age and has 
a Jamily. While the county extension 
an farm bureau executive committees 
fel fortunate in being able to secure the 
ser ices of Mr. Larson, they are reluctant 
to see Mr. Morck leave county agent 
wo k. In accepting the latter's res igna
tio ' , . they adopted a resolution of appre
cia :on of the excellent service which he 
h given the last three years. 

36 GOPH ER COUNTIES 
H AD BOOTHS AT FAIR 

innesota State Fair visitors never be
fo saw so many county exhibit booths 
as were to be found this year in the big 
a~ icultm·al bui lding. Thirty-six counties 
di layed farm products-9 from north
eqi M'.nnesota, 16 from central Minne
sota, and II from the southern ·section. 
Becker county had the highest scoring 
ex!' ibit from the north, Pine connty frqm 
th center, and Renville coi.:nty from the 
5C1 th. In the m:i~ter of beauty, <J JI of 
th 36 counties competed against each 
otl er, Redwood winning first, Rice sec
on , and Renville third. 



CLUB WORK AT F AIR 
SHOWS A STE ADY GAIN 

Boys and girls numbering I,Oio-enough 
for a regiment-gave demonstrations c:ir 
had exhibits or took a personal part 111 

one way or another in presenting the 
junior extension program at the 1924 
Minnesota State Fair. Never before has 
the number reached so high a figure. 

Activities of the club juniors centered 
in six different places on the fair grounds. 
Outstanding increases noted over a year 
ago were: 16 separate county club ex
hibits as against 9 a year ago; 19 county 
pou ltry demonstration teams against i 2 

a year ago; 41 teams giving poultry, 
dairy, garden, corn, potato, bee, and other 
demonstrations as against 26 a year ago; 
169 club dairy calves from 70 counties 
as against I..i9 from 58 counties a year 
ago. 

Dairy calf exh'.bitors were the leaders 
in a total enrollment in the state of near
ly 2,000 as against T,400 in 1923. Fur
thermore, as indicating the numerical 
gain, nearly 200 took part in health con
tests as against only a few last year. 

Thirty-six counties had garment teams, 
38 canning teams, and 85 indiv!dual 
breadmakers. There were 16 different 
district bread teams as against 12 a year 
ago, 5 district cake teams and 4 district 
individual cakemakers. 

Juniors from 49 counties exhibited 
young gilts in the'pig club contest. One 
hundred fifty-five of the older club boy~ 
who had the best records in 1923 com
posed the membership of the farm boys1 

camp. All the remaining boys and girl 
were cared for in camps at Universit 
Farm. · 

The week had many interesting event ' 
and experiences for the visiting juniors 
Perhaps the most outstanding was th 
banquet given in their honor by the Min i 
neapolis Civic and Commerce association 
at the new Nicollet hotel. Some 77~ 
juniors were seated at the banquet table 

Because of limited space it is impos
sible to print the names of the winner 
at the fair in Extension Service 
All this information will be sent out i 
special form from the office of T. A. 
Erickson, the state leader., 

ARTHUR W . TRUE NE W 
AGENT FOR L INCOL 

Arthur '\".T. True of Mankato, a gradu
ate of the Minnesota College of Agri
culture, where he specialized in animal 
husbandry and agricultural econom'.cs, be
came county agent of Linco ln county by 
appointment Septen1be1· 15 to succe~d A. 
A. Kosmoski, who resigned to accept 
other employment. Mr. True was brough1 
up on a farm and has made a study oi 
Minnesota agricultural conditions. The 
retiring agent had been in office since 
January, 1922, and had always discharged 
his duties with commendable zeal. 

New Home Agent in Mower 

Miss Mary Laycock began work as 
home agent in Mower county Sept. 15. 
Miss Hoffman, the former agent, re
signed in August. Miss Laycock has been! 
a teacher in both rural and town schools 
in Minnesota and is a graduate of the 
University of Minnesota. 
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From left to right, as th'Y say. Si,,.erholm 
Sadie Vale Homestead, champion purebred H ol
stein calf, and Evelyn L ei nenweber, owner, of 
St . James, W atonwan county. 

Three IO-year-old calf club girls won 
the championships of the three princip;il 
dairy breeds at the Minnesota State Fair. 
Miss Leinenweber had the champion pure
bred Holstein and the grand champ'on 
for all breeds. Ellen. Hardy of Meeker 
county won the Guernsey championship 
and Jessena Taylor of Washington ::aun
ty the Jersey championship. Nearly 2,000 
Minnesota boys and girls enrolled in the 
dairy calf clubs this year. One hundred 
seventy-two calves were shown in the 
boys' and girls' show at the fair. 

A Coming Youngster 
Ceci l Berg of Sheldon, Houston coun

ty, appears to be a coming club youngster. 
Starting club work last year, when he was 
too young to be eligible for a State Fair 
trip, he this year fitted a grade Guernsey 
calf which won him the coveted trip and 
carried off the high honors in a fie ld of 
21 calves. 

BEST DEMONSTRATION 
TEAM AT INTERSTATE 

Left to right-Rose Perhai and Emma 
Cronberg whose club achievements are recited 
on page I of this issue. 
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ALL DULUTH RALLIES 
TO NUTRIT I ON FETE 

All Duluth took part in a huge nutri
tion festival held under the direction of 
Mr . Sylvia Shiras and the nutrjtion com
mittee composed largely of nutrition pro
ject leaders. 

The celebration opened with a free 
movie, "Let's Grow," and an entertain
ment by Chew Chew, loaned by the St. 
P au l association and St. Louis County 
Public Health association. Chew Chew 
also entertained 200 children at Lincoln 
Park playground. 

A nutrition parade, in which the chil
dren from the various playgrounds and 
the commercial food products companies 
played a major part, was staged in the 
evening. Thirty automobi les were loaned 
by Kiwania1'ls, Rotarians, and Lions Clubs 
for the children. E leven floats were en
tered in the parade. The First Artillery 
band contributed its services. 

The floats and automobiles were clever
ly decorated and all carried signs such as 
"Eat Tomatoes for Vitamins," "Eat Spin
ach for Iron," "Every Family of Five 
Should Have 70 Pounds of Fruits and 
Vegetables a Week," "Coffee's Bad, Tea's 
Worse; Drink Milk, Safety First," "Fill 
Your Candy Basket with Fruit." 

The afternoon programs consisted of 
a little play, "Danger Valley to Safety 
Hill," presented by the children of the 
playgrounds under the direction of the 
public school recreation department. 

The children were greatly ·interested in 
watching a big grandfather's clock. As 
the hands moved to 7 a.m. a little girl 
came out, gave a recitation on "Good 
Breakfast," and carried a poster showing 
the right foods. As the hands turned to 
12 a1~d 6 the girl appeared again, telling 
of dmner and supper for a little child. 
The breadmaking team from Buhl gave a 
demonstration each dav. 

The festival was put on to arouse a 
city-wide interest in nutrition. A nutri
tion committee composed of women from 
each Parent-Teacher association is being 
formed. Groups are being organ:zed for 
study. 

PUT SHOW ON WHEELS, 
SUGGESTSDVORACEK 

Agricultural development from the raw 
forest to the complete fa rm home was 
featu red in a series of convincing ex
hibits shown in the extension building of 
the county fai r at Bemidji. The exhibits 
illumined m<)nr farming practices needed 
in the develo ment of a new country. 
Visitors to th building found something 
worth while ~1ere and told their friends 
with the rest~t that the number of peo~ 
pie visiting · 1e building inc1·eased four 
fold over last year. County Agent D. C. 
Dvoracek su gests that several counties 
cou!d well a ord to co-operate in pre
parmg su~h l show and that certain fea
tures of 1t hot,Ild be muted from fair 
to fair. In t is connection he says: "The 
time and mOI ey spent on the model build
ings and posters, which were a striking 
feature of the exhibit, might as well be 
used for a large number of fairs in this 
district. T s may be a matter worth 
discussing district or state confer
ences." 
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EGG-LA YING CONTESTS 
TO BE STANDARDIZED 

Organization of the various branches 
of the pou ltry industry for greater effi
ciency and more rapid development was 
the keynote of the sixteenth annual con
ference of the American Association of 
Instructors and Investigators in Poultry 
Husbandry held at Raleigh, N.C., Aug. 
r9 to 22. 

One subject which came up for dis
cuss ion was the standardization of egg
laying contests, with more attention to 
reg!stration of fowls based on records of 
p rformance. A committee was appoint
ed to draw up a set of rules for these 
contests which arc to be uniform for the 
entire country. 

Accrediting of flocks and hatcheries 
was considered favorably as a means of 
reducing the large amount of low grade 
and low vitality stock which is sold every 
year in the form of baby chicks. It was 
the sentiment that some uniform plan of 
accred'ting for the United States would 
make possible a safer industry by pro
viding information as to sources of re
liable stock and would also have a bene
ficial effect on our Canadian trade in 
hatching eggs and baby chicks. 

Marketing of poultry products received 
its share of attention. Manv states have 
more or less active poultry marketing or
ganizations, but few have a state-wide 
plan of co-operative marketing on a con
tract basis such as is in effect in Minne
sota. The egg circle type of organization 
is common, particularly in the southern 
states. 

Minnesota was represented by Miss 
Cora Cooke and N. E. Chapman, ext!!n
sion poultry specialists. Mr. Chapman 
presented a paper on "Minnesota Co
operative Selling Associations." 

The conference indorsed the new Na
tional Poultry Council. 

FIRST DAIRY COURSE 
SET FOR NOVEMBER 17-26 

The first course in the dairy school at 
Universit" Farm will be for ice cream 
makers Nov. 17 to 26. The second c..ourse 
will be for advanced cre~mery operators, 
Dec. I to 13, and the third and last for 
beginners in creamery operation will run 
six weeks, or from Jan. 5 to Feb. rr. 
All the courses wi ll be given in the 
laboratories and classrooms of the new 
dairy ball, ·with vV. B. Combs professor 
of dairy husbandry and head ~f the sec
tion of dairy products, in charge. 

Hog Callers Make Real Hit 

The hog calling contest at the Houston 
county fair was won by Ben Neibling 
who~e clear call, says J. S. Jones, one of 
the Judges, would have aroused a sleep:ng 
herd of swine in the furthermost corner 
of a 200-acre farm. For clays after the 
contest, says Vv. D. Stegner, county agent, 
boys could. be ,,heard practicing "the art 
of hog c~ll111~. 0 f all the side features 
at the fair this contest was the most pop
ular, according to the agent. 

Beekeepers of Fillmore Organize 

Seventy beekeepers of Fillmore county 
held a picnic: a~d organized a permanent 
county association. 
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MISS BESSIE WILLIS 

Miss Willis, a graduate of West high 
school of Minneapolis and the Uni
versity of 'Minnesota, having taken the 
home economics course at University 
Farm, succeeded on August l to the 
position of clothing specialist resigned 
some time before by Lily Anne Len
hart, now Mrs. Edward Dahl. After 
her graduation in 1919 Miss Willis 
was for four years in charge of the 
clothing and textiles department of 
the State Teachers' College at St. 
Cloud. 

HOW EXTENSION WORK 
HAS HELPED KITTSON 

Ten years ago only 600 acres of pota
toes were grown in Kittson county. 
County agent work was introduced soon 
after and there naturally fo llowed .cam
pa:gns for better seed and better cultural 
methods. As a result, potatoes are one of 
the outstanding crops of the county. The 
number of certified seed growers has in
creased from 9 in 1919 to 7r in 102-1. 
Growers have applied this year for cer
tification of more than r,700 acres out of 
a total of 6, roo acres of potatoes in the 
county. In 1923 growers of certified seed 
sold 50,000 bushels at a premium of 
$19,000 above table stock. Eigbty-11ve 
per cent of the potato acreage of the 
county is now planted with treated seed 
and 125 growers have seed plots. 

This remarkable development, mind 
you, is for only a single item in the 
county extension program put on in the 
last six or seven years by former Countv 
Agent Vv. V. Longley and co-operators. 

"It is evident that some of the vision 
and ideals entertained for the county ex
tension service are being realized," says 
F. E. B,~lm~r,_ state leader of county 
ag:ents. This 1s not alone happening iu 
Kittson county but wherever the service 
has been as consistently supported and the 
people. have shown a corresponding co
operative and responsive spirit. Kittson 
county has been fortunate in havinO' a 
firstclass county agent who had the 

0

en
tl:msiastic support of the county commis
sioner board. and many of the lead ·ng 
farmers. This made a comb'. nation which 
was not to be denied." 

BEST TO GROW INTO 
THE SHEEP BUSINESS 

That the sheep industry has staged 
a remarkable comeback the last two years 
is shown by the urgent demand for breed
ing stock of all ages. According to 
Au tin A. Dowell , extension specialist in 
livestock, the chief reasons for the pop
ularit)· of thi . dual purpose little ani
mal are: 

Existing high prices for both wool and 
muttan. 

The fact that sheep production has not 
kept pace with the increase in popu lation in 
the United States, there being no more 
sheep in the country in 1924 than there 
were in 1867, shortly after the close of the 
Civil \ ¥ar. Consequently we are producing 
a li ttle less than half the amount of wool 
consumed annual1y. 

Sheep are well adapted to the climate 
of this section. 

They can he grown and finished for 
market 011 a higher proportion of roughage. 
as compared to grain, than other classes 
of Ii vestock. 

They bring in two cash crops each 
year, wool in the spring or early summer 
and lambs later in the season. ' 

They are especially valuable for destroy
ing weeds, and make use of much rough 
f eed that would otherwise go to waste. 

They can be handled successfully without 
the necessity of providing expensive equip
ment. 

"In starting in the sheep business at 
this time," says Mr. Dowell, "the beginner 
- ~ould be very careful to select good 
vigorous ewes. Avoid those with broken 
mouths, spoiled udders; or those that are 
being discarded as non-breeders. The 
best age is between r8 months and 4 
years. 

"It always pays to be conservative 
clur'.ng a period of high prices conse
quently we would advise starting ~ut with 
a small flock of grade ewes and then 
~rowing into the business. By using good 
purebred rams and keeping the best ewe 
lambs, it is possible to develop a high 
class fl ock at comparatively little expense. 
Not every one is adapted to the success
ful handling of sheep and those without 
previo~ts expe:ience should go slowly in 
mvestmg their funds in this class of 
s ock." · 

Club Camp Idea Spreads 

The cow1ty fair junior club camp is 
one of the best features of boys' and 
gi rls' club work yet tried in Brown coun
ty, says County Agent Willis M. Lawson. 
. eventy-five juniors were members of the 
camp, the expenses of which were paid 
b t~e fair association. Several other 
r.ounties now have such camps and arc 
p eased with results. 

Old Crib Corn Saved for Seed 

~any corn growers in Rock county arc 
actmg upon the suggestion of the county 
a ent that the best of the old crib corn 
~ pres~rved_ for use as sec.cl next soring. 

here 1s st ill enough old corn in the 
c unty to provide each farmer with a 

odly part of seed next year, according 
the agent. 

Farm Women Train Club Canners 

Rural _dis_tricts of_ W inona county en
t red a J umor cannmg club team in the 
s te ~air com_petitions this year for the 
fi _st time. Eight clubs in country dis
t 1cts had a membership of more than 50 

rls . In most instances farm women 
s rved as club leaders. 
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