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Peonies and iris may be planted now 
in good garden soil. 

Keep the banking high on celery so 
it does not freeze. 

EDITOR'S COLUMN J 
Green tomatoes may be picked just be

fore frost and stored in a moderately 
warm place. Many of them will ripen 

~----~----------...: and be of fair qual ity. 
K now Your Readers and Their 

Problems 
The story of how Henry E. Roethe, 

publisher of the Fennimore, Wis., Times, 
increased the circulation of his paper 
from 500 to 5,000 copies in a period of 
five years, will bear occasional repetition. 
Mr. Roethe never offered any subscrip
tion premiums or put on any circulation 
contests. He literally walked all over 
the county to get the news and to shake 
hands with the farmers. The county is 
one of Wisconsin's largest, but Roethe 
traversed every part of it on foot. 

"When I got back to the office," he 
says, "I wrote up everything of interest 
I had noted, and said all the good words 
I could about the people I had met. 
Subscriptions began to come in, IO and 
20 a day, every day in the year. In five 
years our circulation jumped from 500 
to 5,000 copies. This, too, in a town of 
1,500, which is not the county seat, and 
yet we have hvice the circulation of any 
paper in the county." 

Roethe's experience prompts a writer 
in The Inland Printer to emphasize th e 
opportunities offered the country editor 
for community leadership. In this con
nection he says: "The editor of the 
county weekly can take hi s place at the 
side of the county agent and the com
municy secretary, and be a leader not 
only in preaching agriculture but also 
in leading the political thought of his 
readers along sound lines. In these clays 
of loose political thinking this is of great 
importance." 

Agricultural Colleges and the Press 
George W. Marble, a plain country 

editor in Kansas, is given credit for lay
ing the foundations for successful dairy
ing in his territory, so that he is today 
a wealthy man and the community in 
general is in a highly prosperous con
dition. In this remarkable work, Mr. 
Marble acknowledges the help given him 
by the agricultural college. What_he 
has to say applies as well to Minnesota 
as to Kansas. Here is what he said in a 
recent issue of his paper: 

"The agricultural college affords the 
country newspaper a vision, a very es
sential equipment for community de
velopment. If the newspaper will get 
interested in the soil possibilities of its 
immediate community, take advantage of 
the info rmation the college stands readi 
to give it with respect to the production 
of the crops most adaptable to that par
ticular soil, then the community, the 
newspaper and the college will prosper, 
because they will have undertaken co
operation along the lines of natural 
cleavage. 

"The personal touch of the interested, 
intell igent newspaper man will give to 
the fund of knowledge which the college 
makes it its business to give out, that 
impetus which puts practical facts into 
material realization and helps every
body." 

Itasca County-Zone of, Plenty 
"A Zone of Plenty," being Itasca coun

ty Minnesota, is the title to a magazine 
supplement to the Aug. 30 issue of the 
Grand Rapids Herald-Review. There ;tre 
46 pages exclusive of covers. The aim 
is to set for th the resources of and op
portunities offered by the co~?ty i? an 
attractive manner. The ed1t1on 1s a 
splendid testimonial to the abili~ of the 
editors and the excellence of their plant 
and to the wonderful progress made by 
the pioneer people of Itasca county. 

Print Shop Notes 
Lee M. Bennett, because of poor health, 

has leased the Pillager Herald to Charles 
W eh rle, formerly of the Bertha Herald. 

E. B. Dahl , who for many years he.lped 
to make a fine paper of the Sentmel
Blaze at Pine River, has sold his inter
est to his partner, Ansgar Anderson. 

J. P. Thompson, for r2 years owner 
an.cl editor of the Barnum Herald, has 
sold the business and plant to George E. 
Sloan of Wahkon. 

Herman Roe of the Northfield News 
has been elected president of 1!he Na
tional Cooperative Weekly Press asso·
ciation, which aims to secure national 
advertising for country papers. 

Harry M. Case, well kn?wn as. a 
writer and newspaper maker 111 the mid
dle-west states, has joined the staff of 
the Long Prairie Leader. Rudolph Lee, 
owner and publisher of the paper, is the 
republican candidate for state senator 
in his district. 

The Mantorville Express has been sold 
by Mrs. Rena Joslyn to H. Leon Bergey. 
The Express is one of the oldest papers 
in southern Minnesota. 

The September 7 num~er of the St. 
Tames Plaindealer cont.amed 16 p<l;ges 
\vhich were given to hve advertlsmg, 
boosts for the approaching county fair 
and the regular local and editorial mat
ter. Several hundred extra copies o~ the 
issue were circulated in the territory 
adjacent to St. James. It was a fine 
number, a credit to all concerned. 

Don't forget to take up a plant or 
two of parsley to grow in the kitchen 
window over wi1Jter. Mint may also 
be grown in pots or window boxes. 

Apples will keep longer if carefully 
picked and wrapped in newspaper and 
stored in a cool place. 

Butternuts and walnuts shou ld be har
vested now. They go fine with apples 
and popcorn during the long cold win
ter evenings that are coming. 

Plant bulbs now for next spring's 
flowering. Any good well drained gar
den soi l wi ll do for outdoor bulbs. 
Plant hyacinths and daffodils for forcing 
in the house for spring flowers. 

Beta grapes have been in good demand 
this year. They are good for jelly or 
grape .i uice and when well ripened may 
be used on the table. Beta is hardy and 
could well be planted more generally
Le Roy Cady, associate horticulturi st, 
University Farm, St. Paul. 

ORCHARD AND GARDE N 
October 8 to 15. 

Remove all dead trees from the or
chard now and burn them. 

Cabbage may be hung up head down 
in a cool cellar for winter storage. 

See that all dead canes are cut out of 
the raspberry patch and burned. This 
disturbs many insect homes. 

The garden should be cleaned of all 
trash. manured and plowed if possible 
this fall. All rubbish from it should be 
burned. 

Lay in a good supply of vegetables 
and fruits now for winter use. Buy 
good products and store in a cool place. 

Cover carrots and beets with an inch 
of sand to keep them from shriveling 
during the winter. " 

Don't forget to dig several hills of 
rhubarb to put in the cellar for winter 
forcing. 

Remove all grass and trash from 
around fruit and ornamental trees. It 
is easier to do this now than to bridge 
graft injuries made by mice and rab
bits during the winter. 

A large flower show will be held in 
tne Minneapolis Armory November rr-16. 
A great variety of potted plants and cut 
flowers will be on exhibition. 

Cuttings of grapes and flowering shrubs 
may be taken when thf leaves fall and 
stored in sand over winter. Planted in 
good garden soil next spring a goodly 
proportion will grow. Do not allow 
them to dry out or become wet enough 
for growth to start.-Le Roy Cady, as
sociate horticulturist, University Farm, 
St. Pau l. 

BEES DO BEST ON A 
SiRUP DIET IN WINTER 

"After the breeding season is over and 
there are no eggs or larvae in the hive, 
bees should be winter fed," says Francis 
Jager, chief of the division of bee cul
ture at University Farm. "Every colony 
should receive ten pounds of pure sugar 
si rup, no matter how much honey they 
have. Those that are light should be 
feel more. Bees do best on sirup in 
winter, because the best of honey . con
tains pollen grains which fill the in
testines of the bees in winter, causing 
dysentery if they eat too much or i f the 
winter is too long. According to Uni
versity Farm experiments the proportiam 
of winter mortality of sugar fed and 
non-sugar fed bees stands as 3 to 5 in 
favor of sugar fed bees." 

EXTENSION WORK GETS 
RESULTS IN LONG RUN 

Rome wasn't bui lt in a day. Well 
defined results from county agricultural 
extension service as carried on by the 
university and the farm bureau cannot 
in the nature of things be realized in a 
day, a month or perhaps even in a year. 

"Tn Carver county as recent as 1918 
it was not the general custom to spray 
fruit trees," says W. J. Corwin of Uni
versity Farm, assistant state leader of 
county agents. "In 1922 most everyone 
sprays and believes in ~praying: The 
first county p.gent had difficulty 111 get
ting anyone to try spraying. The pres
ent agent is kept busy answering calls 
on how to spray and what methods to 
u c." 

Mr. Corwin cites various instances to 
show that while beneficial results may 
be belated they seldom fai l, and adds : 
"One might say the northwest would 
have developed without railroads, but 
we all know it developed faster with 
them. The best agricultural information 
would reach and be used by the people 
some time, but it is getting' to more 
people in less time through county agri
cultural extension service than it other
wise would." 

... 

Six- calves have been raised success- The vinegar bee and the honey bee 
fully at University Farm by using skim- are not related. A North Dakota in
milk powder in place of ordinary skim- quiry concerning the vinegar bee has, 
milk. The experiment was in charge of after many vicissitudes, reached the of
Dr. C. H. Eckles, ch ief of the division lice of Prof. Francis Jager, chief of the 
of dairy husbandry, and T. W. Gullick- division of bee culture at University 
son, a member of his staff. Farm. The writer wants to buy a vin-

The change from the whole milk to egar bee if one is to be found. She has 
the skimmi lk powder was made at the heard, she says, that the university has 
age of three weeks, they report. At the them on sale. 
end of 60 days the skimmilk powder was There are honey bees-millions of 
gradually withdrawn from the ration. 'em-at University Farm, while if there 
From the age of 70 clays the calves were is a single solitary vinegar bee on the 
fed alfa lfa hay and a standard grain state's 420-acre farmstead it is privately 
mixture-. At six months of age they held and is · not on the market. 
were somewhat below normal, but at- Circular No. 6, from the division of 
tained the normal condition in both home economics, University Farm, says 
weight and height by the age of eight that the vinegar bee looks like a small 
months. section of a head of cauliflower and is 

Ten pounds of powdered skimmilk used by the progressive housewife in 
added to 90 pounds of water will make making vinegar. It can be dried and 
100 pounds of normal skimmilk. The kept for an indefini te time. 
powder can be bought for IO cents the Preparation of vinegar from the bee, 
pound. The grain ration consisted of or "mother," as it sometimes is called, 
fou r parts of corn, one of bran and one is described in the circular as follows: 
of linseed. This mixture serves the pur- One cup vinegar bee; one cup sorghum 
pose just as well as more expensive com- or molasses, best quality; hvo quarts of 
mercial calf meals, says Dr. Eckles. warm water. Add vinegar and a good 

To raise the calf with the minimum quality of sorghum to th e water. Let 
amount of milk was the motive of the stand five days. The bee, alive to the 
experiment. • "The milk of 45 out of situation, will double its bulk. At this 
every 100 cows kept in the United States time remove the bulk of the bee for 
is sold as whole milk," Dr. Eckles says. future use and let th e vinegar stand 
"Owners of dairies where milk is mar- for three to five weeks so that the 
keted in this way are confronted by a remnant of the busy bee may act upon 
serious problem in raising the necessary the sirup, in other words, produce 
number of calves to maintain their vinegar. From the time the bee js 
herds. If -no calves are raised and the added, the mixture should be kept 111 
farmer must buy what he needs, there is a fairly warm place, such as th<' back 
constant clanger of disease and 11is herd of a stove or a warm kitchen or in the 
seldom improves from year to year." sun. 

D D 
J POTATO PRODUCERS I 
J URGED TO DO MORE r 
I GRADING, STORING 

100-LB. SHOAT BEST FOR 
"HOGGING-OFF" CORN 

Moldy silage fed to cattle, horses and 
·sheep at the Minnesota Experiment sta
tion, University Farm, by dairy division 
men, cooperating with university plant 
pathologists and veterinarians in con
ducting feeding tests, caused no sick
ness or apparent ill effects among the 
animals. In fact, some of them seemed 
to thrive upon the prescribed diet. 
Only the sheep registered occasional 
protests against the daily menu . Horses 
and cattle apparently relished it after 
the first week. 

A great variety of moldy si lage, sent 
to the farm from various parts of the 
state, was feel to the stock. To make 
the experiment as thorough as possible 
drenches which were fairly alive with 
molds in a growing condition were ad
ministered. Then the scientists sat back 
and waited, but nothing happened. 

The experiments, running several 
months, were prompted by many in
quiries concerning moldy silage and the 
dangers supposed to be connected with 
it in feeding. Twenty pounds of it were 
fed daily for about four months to each 
of five head of cattle. The diet was 
tried out on young and old animals. 
Spoiled silage, to which an upstate 
dairyman had attributed the death of 
six of his cows, was also used in the 
feeding experiments at University Farm 
without any sign of injury to the stock. 

University investigators do not con
tend there are no elements of danger 
under all the varying conditions affect
ing si lage, but because of the experi
ments made at the farm with three 
classes of livestock they feel that molds 
are not dangerous in i:he general plan of 
feed ing. 

FEEDING, MANAGEMENT . 
AND BREEDING COUNT 

Potato growers of the state are I 
having serious difficulty in selling 
potatoes at a reasonable price this 
year. If there ever was a time 
when a quality product should be 
emphasized and when we needed 
to pay more attention to the mar 
keting of a crop it is this year with 
this crop. 

While the drouth has undoubt
edly affected the yield, and while 
it may be necessary to make a con
siderable adjustment in the esti
mated production oi potatoes,_ all 
authorities agree that there is a 
large crop; also that transp_ortation 
difficulties add to the senousness 
of the problem and that unless the 
very best grading practice is esta~
Iished in potato centers there will 
be a very low market, if any at all, 

"Shoats averaging from 75 to 125 
pounds make the most desirable weights 
to be turned out into the cor_n fi<:ld1" 
says H. G. Zav.oral of . the ~p1v~rs1ty s 
livestock extension service. It 1s b_est 
to get the pigs accuston;ied to eat1;ig 
green corn fodder and fill111g them with "The Dairy Cow as a Marke~ for 
old corn before they get accustomed ~o Labor" is the title of another timely 
this new corn. Pigs can be turned 111 bulletin just rssued by the agricul~ural 
the corn when it is glazed or dented extension division of the state umver
ancl can stay there until they clean it up sity. The authors are W. L. Cavert and 
or until the weather b&comes unfavor- George A. Pond who present a state
able. . ment of the returns per dairy cow in 

"If is well not to turn the hogs 111to. a 1920 from 21 Steele county herds con
larger field than they can clean up 111 taining 325 cows. The return for the 
three weeks. Many farmers plant a few year for man labor per cow above feed 
acres of early maturing corn to be ~ea.dy and all costs except labor averaged 
for hogging off before later varieties $37.26 and the return per hour of man 
are ready. . labor ( 171 hours per cow) was 21 .8 

"There are some disadvantages 111 hog- cents. 
ging down corn, but they are more than A wide variation was found in the 
offset by the adyantages. . E;eryone returns for family labor expended in 
must choose for h1mse1f wl11ch is most · carincr for the cows. Indeed, one herd 
economical under his own farming con- paid its owner no wages at all and, in 
ditions. The most successful hog mt;n addition, was short $320 in paying other 
always prepare to harvest part of their expenses. "This farm family, in a very 
corn by hogging off. . real sense, paid for the privi lege of 

I 
for ~ part of the crop.. Wi~h. t.his 
end in view, the extension divis10.n 
is anxious to place all the emphasis 

I 
it can upon more and better grad
ing more storage anEl-· m?re 

I kno'wledge of shipping and selling 
1 potatoes. . 

I While the price received for 
even the best potatoes mav not. be 

I as ·profitable as we would desire, 
the returns for ungraded, blem- i 

I 
ished, disease infected stock are I 
certain to be inadequate at snch a 

1

1 

t ime as this. Such stock should 

I not be put on the market this yea:· 1 
-Director F. W. Peck of the agn-

1 

cultural extension service, U niver-

"Hogging down corn_ saves labor. m dairying," say the authors. Another 
husking, cribbing, reloadmg :ind. feedmg. farmer earned only 6-4 cents an hour 
Hogs develop better constitutions an.cl while caring for his herd. Farmer N?. 
keep in better health. The manure is 7 realized 29.3 cents an hour for his 
evenly and uniformly distributed . O;- labor, while farmer No. 2, whose rn 
ganic matter is usually added to the s011. cows averaged 260 pounds of butterfat 
especially if supplementary crops, such to the cow, earned 42.1 cents per hour. 
as rape soybeans or the like, are sown The bulletin emphasizes better feed ing 
in the 'fieJd. It also helps to destroy methods, regular care and attention and 
weeds and the gains made by the hogs the use of purebred sires as factors dis
are more economical." ti nguishing the successful dairyman 

from the one who grubs along at a low 
wage or no wage at all. Special Bulletin sity of Minnesota. I 

D D 

HOME GROWN GREENS 
AVAILABLE IN WINTER 

DEMAND EXPECTED FOR 
SURPLUS SEED CORN 

The farmer who saves more than 
enough seed corn for his dwn planting 
next .year should be able to dispose of 

Greens and rhubarb in winter as well the surplus at go?d profit. . Word re
as in summer can be had by farmers ceived at University Farm 1s that. t_he 
and backyard gardeners at the cost of a co rn crop has suffered in some localities 
little exertion and patience.. - . from drouth and that home grown seed 

"The roots of beets, chicory, .swiss- corn will be' short in such districts. A 
chard, and rhubarb can be dug 111 • the good market usually prevails for seed 
fall, planted in boxes or an especial!y corn that has been properly gathered 
constructed bed in the cellar and will and which receives the right kind of 
produce a crop of leaves and stalks that care through the winter. Seed corn 
can be used for the table in from five selected this fall should be placed under 
to eight weeks," says V:'·. '.f· Tapley ~f shelter where there is free circulation 
the state university's d1v1s10n of hort1- of air about each ear. This air move
culture. ment reduces the moi;Sture content 

"The roots should be dug the ryrst rapidly and lessens the danger of dam
part of October, or befort; heavy frosts , age by rots, molds and freezing. After 
and trimmed before plantmg. About a the seed ears have been well cured they 
foot of garden soil sh'?uld be used and ·may be stored with saf~ty in much l e~s 
the ro?ts plant.ed upn&ht as close as space, provided. the moisture content 1s 
they will stand 111 the soil. The temper- not allowed to mcrease to any extent. 
ature should be between 50 and 60.. If ..-
this winter garden is watered occasion-
ally there should be greens to cut from 
January until April." 

FRESH WATER, SHADE 
AID PORK PRODUCTION 

University livestock men agree t)1at 
plenty of fresh water and shade are im
portant factors in the s1;1cces~ful pro
duction of pork. Hogs will dnnk ~ften 
if water is available. Water helps diges
tion and promotes fat production. A 
mineral mixture of charcoal, hard wood 
ashes air slacked lime or ground lime
stone' and salt in front of the hogs will 
keep them in better tone. 

DR. REYNOLDS REVISES 
VETERINARY TEXTBOOK 
Dr. M. H . Reynolds, senior faculty

man of the univer~ity departmen~ of 
agriculture, has revised an1. rew~1tten 
parts of his textbo_o~, Vete;111-try 
Studies," for a new ec11t1o:i to .be issued 
by Macmillan ~ Co. Tl11s will be the 
eighth edition smce the book. was fi r~t 
published in 1903· Twenty-eight agri
cultural colleges of the country were 
using it at one time as :i textboo~. The 
new edition will contam approx1m~tely 
350 pages and about 100 11lustrations. 
says Dr. Reynolds. 

No. 64 shou ld be studied by every dairy
man in the state. A postcard request to 
the Office of P\tblications, University 
Farm, St. Paul, will bring it. 

IT'S POOR ECONOMY TO 
SLIGHT BUILDING TASK 

The farm building that leans or has 
a badly sagged roof gives the impression 
that it was built for only temporary use. 
In many cases this was not really . the 
intention of the owner, but at a shght 
saving of cement, nails or paint, a build
ing that might have lasted for years has 
become unsafe and unsightly. 

The high cost of materials that were 
a few years ago very low in price, m'=kes 
it important that the farmer consider 
bis building needs with great car.e. /'c 
building should be located so that 1t :v1ll 
fit into the farmstead when other build
ings are erected. 

The plan should be given careful con
sideration, so that the best possible ar
rangernent may be secured and the build
ing furnish convenient shelter and work
ing space. 

The materials used will vary with the 
locality. Concrete, hollow building til.e, 
and well painted lumber when put 111 
place by careful workmen will last a 
great many years. To try to save by 
using lean mixtures of concrete, or small 
dimension lumber, or fewer nails than 
are necessary to insure permanence, is 
very poor economy, as the building that 
lasts fifty or more year s is usually the 
economical one. There is also a great 
satisfaction to the farmer in working in 
well planned, permanent buildings.
H. B. White, assistant professor of farm 
buildings, University Farm. 
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