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EDITOR'S COLUMN 

Upoti the rural press of America rests 
the fate of civilizatio11.-Arth14r Jam es 
Balfour. 

Looking for an Opening 
The editor's column has word from 

the manager of one of Minnesota's live 
weeklies that he is resigning and looking 
for a similar position or a partnership, 
or for the purchase of a good printing 
or newspa.per property. 

Readers of the column who are inter
ested may address University Farm 
Press News, University Farm, and will 
be placed in touch w·itl1 this man. 

Rate Advance Justified 
"Before the war," savs the Glenwood 

Herald "we bought print paper at $48 a 
ton. D uring the war it went to $rrs. 
After the war it gradually went down 
to $roo, but soon began to soar again. 
The last ton we bought cost $rso and 
now we can hardly get it at any price." 
The H erald should boost its advertising 
and subscription rates to meet advanc
ing costs. 

35 Cents Per Column Inch 
The Northfield News' advertising 

rates effective since January r, call for 
35 ce'nts a column inch of display. ~Then 
time contracts are 11.iade, the rate 1s 25 
cents an inch for a year; ranging up
ward to 32 cents an inch for a month. 
Open space contract rates range from 
25 cents an inch, when r,500 inches are 
used within a year, up to 30 cent~ ~n 
inch when 500 inches are used w1th111 
the 12 months. This is something like 
it. 

Second Daily at Hibbing 
C. M. and Marc Atkinson have re

placed the Mesaba Ore, a v:ee!<ly, with 
the Daily News, a 'we_ll ed1t~d !ind 
printed seven column folio. This ipves 
Hibbing two daily i;iapers, R.. W. Hitch
cock's Tribune havmg been 111 the field 
for several years. 

No More Diluted News Columns 
Under its new management, the Pine 

Poker of Pine City, has banished the 
"paid local" from its local news 
columns. 

Finds Market by Advertising 
Farmers who do not like to sell a 

superior product at tl1e same price paid 
locally for inferior products of the same 
kind should try advertising. Frank Pyle, 
a Kansas farmer, has found that it pays 
to advertise. He says : 'I toiled, I sweat 
and I produced-and I found that I 
must sell at the other man's price and 
for bis profit. I produced better stuff 
than my neighbors only to discover t~at 
theirs set the price, very often, at which 
I must sell in the open market. By con
sistent advertis ing I have been able to 
secure a fair price. My experience is 
that advertising pays. It frees me from 
my neighbors' limitations. It increases 
my self respect and has added hun
dreds of acquaintances and friends to 
my circle." 

More Farmers Taking Space 
The Grant county, South Dakota, 

farmer who gave his local editor the 
surprise of his life by contracting for. a 
year's advertising, was not the first 111 

his state, it seems. Now come~ J. S. 
Had ley, proprietor of the Menno, S. 
D., Herald, who says that for four years 
Andrew ]. Mettler of Menno has been 
paying for a definite space in the Herald 
to advertise Clover Leaf farm. Ed
ward Thranum has bad a contract for 
space in the same paper for three years 
to advertise his Fairview farm. 

Letterheads Good Business 
A. W. Hopkins of the Wisconsin col

lege of agriculture believes that a neat, 
well-worded letterhead is good kind of 
advertising for the progr1~ssive farm~;
"The name of the farm, he says, 1s 
the big feature of the well-planned 
letterhead, the product second, and the 
farmer's name third in importance. A 
short, snappy, easily remembered slogan 
often adds to the force of this letter 
advertisement." 

No Advertising, No Business 
vVhen asked what kind of advertising 

is most fruitful, Van Camp, the baked 
bean man, said he could not tell, but 
what he did know was that when he 
advertised he got the business, and when 
he didn't advertise he didn't get it, and 
he proposed to keep on advertising. 
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ORCHARD AND GARDEN A BREEDING PEN, 
March r to 8 

Pruning of both fruit and lawn trees 
may be done now on warm clays. · 

Put a few pussy willow branches in 
water in a warm room. They will soon 
bloom. 

Minnetonka Iron Clad and Minnesota 
No. 4 are good raspberries to purchase 
for the garden. 

F rench marigolds and the dwarf 
Brownie marigolds make good potted 
plants if there is plenty of moisture in 
the room. 

A tree or two and a few shrubs about 
a house make a great difference in its 
appearance either winter or summer. 

Dutch bulbs that have been forced in 
the house may be put in the border as 
soon as the ground can be worked. They 
will often bloom again. 

Most of the apple seedlings used for 
root grafting are grown in the valley 
of the Kaw river, Kansas. 

Go over the orchard and look for rab
bit and mouse injuries to trees. Some
times painting the wounds with white 
lead or grafting wax will help the trees 
to heal quickly. Bridge grafting over 
the wounds will also often bring the 
trees through.-LeRoy Cady, associate 
horticu ltu rist, University Farm, St. Pau l. 

ORCHARD AND GARDEN 
March 8 to rs 

Apple trees have never been higher 
or harder to get than this season. 

A hot bed or co ld frame or both can 
be made very useful about the home for 
starting early crops as lettuce, radishes, 
cucumbers, and for sowing early seed in. 

Put up bird houses about the place. 
This might be a good time to make a 
bird bath to set up next spring. Birds 
are good neighbors. 

There are few bulbs so easi ly in
creased or' so useful as the gladiolus. 
Try a few of them. 

Have you noticed the cheering effect 
of the bark or twigs of dogwood, soft 
maple and other shrubs and trees these 
days. 

Many hardy apple trees, the fruit of 
which is poor could well be top worked 
these days .. Perhaps it would be cheaper 
than to buy new trees at present prices. 

Onions for transplanting may be sown 
now, although they houlcl have been in 
a week or ten days ago. 

Get potato seed stock at once. It ap
pears to be hard to obtain. 

Try a few of the new seeds and 
plants offered but don't invest very 
heavily. They may not do all the seeds
man claims for them. 

Sowings of early vegetable and flower 
seeds may be made now. Good soil and 
a light window are needed. 

Get all tools, garden sash, etc., ready 
for quick use this spring.-LeRoy Cady, 
associate horticulturist, University 
Farm, St. Pau~ Minn. 

MILLIONS OF FISH 
PLACED IN STREAMS 

The executive officer of the state game 
and fish commission reports that during 
the year just passed 2r6,574,6rr fish were 
hatched in Minnesota state fish hatch
eries and planted in lakes and streams 
of the state. The varieties and number 
of each were as follows: 

Pike-perch ............ .. 208,366,000 
Brook trout . . . . . . . . . .. . . 5,796,759 
Brown trout . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1.081,200 
Whitefish . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 663,000 
Lake trout . . . . . . . . . . . . . 220,800 
Steelhead trout . . . . . . . . . ro1,700 
Bass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90,349 
Sunfish . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66,235 
Crappies . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 62,715 
Rainbow trout . . . . . . . . . . 27,700 
Perch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,390 
Rescued fish replanted. . . 90,763 
In addition, 6,075,000 pike--perch eggs 

were furnished to the state of Iowa in 
exchange for bass, yet to be delivered. 
The state operates eight fish hatchries 
and plants lWer a thousand lakes and 
streams annually. 

PROFIT IN SWINE 
INCREASED BY CARE 

By producing bogs that average 28o 
pounds at 8 months, against 220 pounds, 
the average weight of 8-month hogs in 
the Luverne market, Charles Ehler, by 
the recent sale of 96 hogs at $16.60 per 
hundredweight, made a gain of about 
$960. In other words, be put 60 pounds 
more weight into each hog in the same 
length of time, and this at r6.6 cents a 
pound meant a gain of $9.96 for each 
bog, practically $ro apiece, assuming, of 
course, that Mr. Ehler produced his hogs 
at the same cost at which the average 
220 pound hog is produced. 

R. E. Olmstead, of the agricultural 
extension division, University Farm, 
who visited Mr. Ehler's farm about the 
time of the sale mentioned, says that 
Mr. Eh ler's success may be attributed to 
the care and attention which he gives 
to his stock. So particular is Mr. Ehler, 
says Mr. Olmstead, that he feeds ex
actly on the hour every day. In winter, 
for example, the evening feeding is at 
4 o'clock, and Mr. Ehler never allows 
himself to shift the time a half-hour 
either way. 

POULTRYMAN'S NEED 
Every poultryman should have a 

breeding pen of the very best birds of 
his flock, and, of course, every farmer 
in the northwest shou ld be a poultry
man. On ly by the use of a breeding 
pen, says N. E. Chapman, pou ltry spe
cialist of the agricu ltural extension di
vision, University Farm, can the aver
age egg production be increased and the 
qualities of the farm flocks improved. 

It is time now to select the birds for 
breeding pens. The larger breeds
Rocks, I'..eds, Cochins-should be mated 
in February, and the small egg breeds
Leghorns and Anconas-should be mat
ed in March, so that the eggs may be 
ferti le when needed for hatching. Two 
weeks are required t-0 give the highest 
ferti lity. Chick~ of the larger breeds 
shou ld be hatched by April rs, and the 
Leghorn chi cks by May 15 to reach ma
turity for production next fall and 
winter. 

TO SELECT BIRDS 
FOR BREEDING PEN 

This being the time when poultrymen 
shou ld select birds for breeding pens in 
order to increase poultry and egg pro
duction next fall and winter, N. E . 
Chapman, poultry speciali st of the agri
cultura l extension division, University 
Farm, offers the following suggestions : 

A breeding pen of the large breeds 
hould contain from r2 to 15 birds; a 

breeding pen of the egg breeds from 25 
to 30 birds. If larger pens a re needed, 
two or more cockerels may be used on 
alternate days. Eggs may be kept for 
12 days and retain their hatchability if 
given good care. 

The females should be mature, in good 
health, of good laying-type, active layers 
of large eggs, having made a high egg 
record without broodiness in their pul
let year. Such birds are generally late 
and partial moulters, have long bodies, 
large crops, large combs and head parts 
for the breed, straight broad backs, long 
keels, and great spread of pelv ic arch 
and deep span to rear of keel bone. They 
should also be good specimens of the 
variety and breed according to the 
standard requirements. 

The male lo head such a pen of fe
males should be a well developed cock
erel of the same standard breed and 
variety, and from a high producing 
mother or strain of layers. He should 
be free from defects of form and 
feather that he may not transmit them 
to his offspring. 

FEEDING POULTRY 
IN BREEDING PEN 

For a maximum egg flow during the 
hatching season the poultryman's breed
ing pen should be fed a scratch feed 
composed of cracked corn, wheat, and 
oats in equal parts. Feed in deep litter 
to induce exercise, says N. E. Chanman, 
poultry specialist of the agricultural ex
tension division, University Farm. In 
addition, Mr. Chapman says, should be 
fed egg mash, composed of equal parts 
of corn meal, bran, shorts and ground 
oats. This should be fed in a hopper to 
which the chickens have access at all 
times. Sharp grit, oyster shell s and 
charcoal shou ld be supp lied in liberal 
quantities. 

\l\Then other quarters are not available, 
a section of the poultry house may be 
used for a breeding place. A division 
can be cheaply made of boards, wire 
fencing, and paper. A small yard should 
be provided for exercise and green feed. 

RULES FOR MAKING 
GOOD CONCRETE 

Good concrete for posts, blocks, 
floors and troughs can be made by ob
serving a few simple rules urged by 
the division of agricultural engineering 
of the University of Minnesota, as 
fo llows: 

Use cement that has been kept dry. 

Use clean sand and gravel or 
crushed rock. 

Measure the cement, sand and 
gravel in the proper proportions. 

Mix the cement and sand thor
oughly then add the gravel and mix 
thoroughly. 

Place "the concrete immediately, 
and tamp or spade thoroughly. 

Protect from freezing for two 
days or from drying for four days. 

"It is poor ecenomy," says H. B. 
White of the division, "to try to save 
by not using the proper amount of ce
ment in the mixture. The labor, forms, 
sand and gravel cost as much for a 
lean, weak mixture, which will not be 
permanent, as they do for a rich mix
ture which is suited to the place where 
it is to be use dand which gives at a 
slight additional cost for cement both 
permanence and satisfaction." 

YEAR'S PROFITS ON 
OLSON FARM $4,853 

George W. Olson's farm near Carver, 
Minn., returned in r919 a labor income 
for its owner and family of $41853, after 
deducting an amount equal to 5 per cent 
on an investment of $30,000. This farm 
is one of 1'2 in Minnesota which are op
erated as demonstration farms in con
nection with the extension division of 
the Minnesota college of agdculture. 

The income for the year was divided 
as fo llows: 

Receipts from butterfat ...... $3,340 
Sales of cattle............... 704 
Sales of hogs ................. r ,902 

GOOD MARKET SEEN 
FOR SORGHUM SIRUP 

According to a recent bulletin of the 
Minnesota experiment station on sor
ghum sirup manufacture, there is a 
market for six or eight times the pres
ent prod uction of sorghum sirup. Only 
a few persons use this sirup for the very 
good reason that it is not on tl1e market. 
"More than four-fifths of the sirup 
manufactured," says J. J. W illaman of 
the bio-chemistry division of the Min
nesota college of agriculture, "is con-
sumed locally and never appears in the 
general trad e. Since every year the 
market asks fo r far more sirup than 
can be supplied, the indications are that 
a greatly increased production in the 
sorghum growing regions of the north-

Sales of poultry. . . . . . . . . . . . . 182 
Sales of corn and small grain 1,746 
Miscellaneous receipts . . . . . . . 279 

Total ..................... $8,153 

, em states, at least, would meet with 
favor," Mr. Willaman believes that the 
manufacture of sorghum sirup will re
ceive a big stimulus the coming season. 
Growers of cane received gross returns 
of from $70 to $roo an acre in 19r9, 
with the cost of production about the 
same as that of corn. 

There are 268 acres in this farm, but 
on ly us, which were planted to corn 
and small grain and seeded to clover,, 
were under cultivation. Part of the 
remainder, which consists of lowlands 
and hills along a creek, is waste land. 
The lowlands furnished pasture for 18 
high grade Guernsey cows and some 
young stock. The farm is well stocked 
also with purebred Poland China hogs. 
v\Then an inventory was 'taken at the 
close of the year there was $903 worth 
of corn and hay on the farm. 

Members of the Olson family are 
hard workers and as co-operators with 
the state department of agriculture are 
rated 100 per cent. While there are 
thousands of better farms in the state 
than theirs, they have demonstrated to 
their community that farming brings 
good returns under the right kind of 
management. 

PRICES OF HORSES 
MAKE AN ADVANCE 

"It is about time," says Dr. C. \\'. 
Gay, chief of the animal husbandry di
vision of the Minnesota college of agri
culture, "to make farm power plans f0r 
the coming season. In last week's Chi
cago market, spirited competition for 
draft horses advanced prices $25 to $40 
a head compared with late January 
prices. The r,700 to r,800 pound class 
sold at $350 to $375 and the 1,500 to 
r,600 pound kinds at $225 to $250. Mules 
made $Joo to $400, the highest point in 
trade history. 

"Farm buyers should recognize the 
big advantage of horses over motors in 
the matter of depreciation. Horses 
bought right may actually increase in 
value while doing the farm work, if 
proper care and management are pro
vided. Don't buy on weight alone ,but 
look well to th~ wearing parts. Head, 
feet, legs ,and middle are where the work 
horse does business. Horses are the 
only class of livestock that have no 
butcher value. The only way to get cost 
out of tl1em is to wear it out; therefore, 
buy the wearing kind. By so doing, 
first costs, as well as depreciation and 
cost of operation will be reduced to the 
limit. 

"Duncan Marshall told us at the Min
nesota breeders meeting in January that 
the horse has been firmly re-~stablished 
as the source of farm power in Alberta, 
with the tractor as an auxiliary. Such 
authoritative advice from a section 
where conditions seem to be most fa
vorable to tractor successes, should 
carry great weight to anyone about to 
choose between tractors and horses." 

TWO NEW INSECTS 
MENACE TO CORN 

Warning is given by A. G. Ruggles, 
state entomologist with headquarters at 
University Farm, that the European 
corn borer may be introduced at any 
time into this state. Mr. Ruggles be
lieves that it behooves all corn growers 
of the West to be on guard against this 
insect. If it gets into Minnesota, he 
says; it will probably be brought on seed 
corn, particularly sweet corn, shipped in 
on the cob. Therefore seedsmen should 
procure from infested !ocalities only 
shelled corn. 

"Several unwelcome insect visitors," 
says Mr. Ruggles, "have made their ap
pearance in this coun try in recent years, 
the most important from the standpoint 
of Minnesotans being the Japanese 
beetle and the corn borer. Both are 
ravenous eaters and both of them will 
feed on and do serious injury to more 
than one host plant. Both are particu
larly fond of corn, sweet corn being 
preferred, although field corn is not 
immune to attack. 

"By vigoro'us quarantine measures the 
Japanese beetle has been confined to a 
small area in Burlington county, N. ]. 
The corn borer, on the other hand, has 
seemingly jumped the quarantine line 
and is doing much damage in Massa
ch usetts and New York. Congress and 
the department of agriculture should be 
importuned to keep up a persistent fight 
against these insects." 

CARE OF EWES 
BEFORE LAMBING 

If proper care is given the ewe previ
ous to lambing many losses can be pre
vented. When tl1e ewe is in poor con
dition. says Philip A. Anderson of the 
animal husband ry division at University 
Farm, she shou ld be given grain four to 
six weeks before lambing, starting with 
a quarter of a pound a day and increas
ing gradually until a pound a day is 
reached. This should be a mixture of 
equal parts of oats and bran or a pro
portion of about ro per cent of oil-meal. 
A good grade of clover hay and silage 
will improve the ration. After lambing, 
this ration should be doubled. 

"Because silage is a succulent food," 
says Mr. Anderson, "it keeps the system 
in good condition and is also a milk 
producer. · Only si lage that is sweet and 
shows no mold should be fed. Care must 
be exercised not to feed frozen silage 
for bad results are sure to follow. All 
tags or filthy wool should be removed 
from the udder and rear parts of the. 
ewe before lambing. Lambs often suck 
these strands of wool which form wool 
balls in the intestines and cause death. 
As a general rule the udder should be 
trimmed on a warm day. If the weather 
is cold when this is done, garget may 
ensue and cause losses." 

MINNESOTA MODEL 
POUL TRY HOUSES 

Poultry raisers who are interested in 
building a better poultry house can ob
tain plans for the Minnesota Model 
Poultry House by making application 
to the Office of Publications at Univer
sity Farm, St. Paul, Minn. The model 
house is designed to shelter a flock of 
100 comfortably at all seasons. The 
plans provide for a two-pen house, a 
simple system of ventilation adapted to 
all kinds of conditions, and a system of 
construction that is progressive both 111 

regard to construction and cost. 

SORGHUM SIRUP; NEW 
CO-OPERATIVE FIELD 

Co-operative sorghum sirup manu
facture can be made a winner, in the 
opinion of J. J. Willaman of the bio
chemistry division at University Farm. 

The points in its favor he says are: 

First. The growing of the cane 
is profitable for the farmer. 

Second. If the growers own the 
sirup factory, they can share the 
profits in the next stage of the busi
ness and can arrive at an equitable 
system of payment for cane. 

Third. The co-operators can hire 
themselves to the enterprise to sup
ply most of the labor required for a 
few weeks each fa ll in manufactur
ing sirup. 

Fourth. A co-operative sorghum 
sirup industry can be assured of a 
definite acreage of cane each year, 
as the co-operators will be inter
ested from two standpoints in see
ing that the mill is supplied to 
capacity. 

Sorghum sirup is having a real re
vival, and Mr. Willaman believes that 
co-operative plants will be started in 
many Minnesota communities the com
ing season. The Minnesota Experiment 
station has recently issued a bulletin de
scribing the modern processes of manu
facture and the best tillage methods. 
The bulletin is careful to distinguish be
tween the old-fashioned, small-scale 
"sorghum boiler" and the up-to-date 
large-scale factory. The former is to 
be discouraged, while the latter lends 
itself to co-operative enterprise. 
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