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EDITOR'S COLUMN 

Upon the rural press of America rests 
the fat e of civilization.-Artlmr lames 
Balfour. 

State Editors To Meet 
An excellent tentative program for 

the annual meeting of the Minnesota 
Editorial association Friday and Sat
urday, Feb. 27 and 28, at the West ho
tel, Minneapolis, has been arranged and 
will probably be approved at a meeting 
of the executive commitee in Minne
apolis February 13. 

According to the program as drafted 
the meeting wi ll be called to order Fri
day morning by Asa M. Wallace of the 
Sauk Center Herald, president. Mayor 
J. E. Meyers will extend a welcome, and 
J. R. Landy of the Olivia Times will 
respond on behalf of the association. 
Pres ident Wallace's annual address will 
follow and John E. Casey of the J or
dan !~dependent, secretary, will make 
his annual' report. Harrison Fuller, 
president of the Minnesota American 
Legion, will then deliver an ,,address on 
"What America Stands For. 

The Friday afternoon session will 
open with an address on "Socialis~ as 
it Affects Minnesota and the American 
Newspaper" by W. F. Wilbur of Chi
cago. Following a report by the ne
crology committee, W. B. Mitchell of 
St. Cloud will spead in honor of the 
late C. F. McDonald of the St. Cloud 
Times, and Judge C. W . Stanton of 
Bemidji will speak in honor of the late 
Frank J. Meyst. 

The editors and their wives will be 
the guests of the Minneapolis Tribune 
at a <Yr idiron dinner Friday evening. 
This ,~ill be foliowed by a vaudeville 
program and dance given by the Min
neapolis Printers' Supply Men's asso
ciation. 

A representative of the Minnesota 
League of Women Voters will give an 
address at the opening of the Saturday 
forenoon session. J. C. Morrison of the 
Morris Tribune, and Judge Frank T. 
Wilson of Stillwater, w1ll later dis
cuss the subjec;.t "Community and Inter
Community Development." 

Features of the closing session Sat
urday afternoon will be the historian's 
record bv L. C. Hodgson, mayor of St. 
Paul and a discussion of printers' price 
lists' by E. K. Whiting of the Owa
tonna Journal-Chronicle, and a repre
sentative of the Minneapolis Typothetae. 

Bemidji Sentinel Wins Prize 
The Bemidji Sentinel has won a na

tional honor. That is, it has won first 
prize in the front-page make-up con
test which was carried on by The 
American Printer. 

In the letter from The American 
Printer to H. Z. Mitchell, announcing 
the Sentinel as winner of the contest, it 
is stated that the award was made on 
the basis of symmetrical arrangement 
of heads, selection of type for head
lines, placing of panels, and treatment 
of title head. 

Farmer Buys Year's Advertising 
A South Dakota farmer recently 

walked into the office of the Headlight 
at Big Stone, S. D., and con.tr.acted for 
a certain amount of advert1smg space 
for a year. He always. had something 
to sell or trade, he said, or else wanted 
something, and he believed th":t regu
lar advertiving space would be Just the 
thincr to get results. There's no good 
reas~n why scores of farmers in this 
community should not buy yearly 
space in The --(name. of :i:iour pa
per) just the same as did t~1s Sout.h 
Dakota farmer. The farmer 1s a busi
ness man and should advertise to pro
mote his business. 

Young Pup R escues Old F ossil 

The Young Pup and the Old Fossil 
were both good fellows,but they were 
rivals in the newspaper business a1:d 
couldn't see each others' good qualities. 
The Old Fossi l had a run of bad 1nck. 
His foreman left him and his girl com· 
positor came down with the influenza. 
He plugged along a few days longer 
and then his turn came and he paid off 
a boy, his last employee, locked up the 
shop and staggered home to bed. Let 
the Old Fossil himself tell the rest of 
the story: 

"Part of the time we wondered what 
would become of The Gazette and the 
rest of the time we didn't care. And 
then when we were beginning to care 
a little again, we found that the Young 
Pup had taken our load on top of his 
own opened our office and got out 
The

1 

Gazette on time. Later i:e came 
to us with a proposition so liberal that 
we accepted it with joy, and hereaner 
the two papers will be consolidated 
under the name of The Clarion-Gazette, 
with the Young Pup and the Old Fossil 
as Eds., Pubs., and Props. 
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ORCHARD AND GARDEN DUTCH BULB FLY 
February I to 8 

Keep all poultry manure dry until 
next spring and then apply it to the gar-' 
den and special plants. · 

Spraying is good crop insurance. Bet
ter get the equipment and materials now 
for use later. 

House plants need fresh air as much 
as people. It should not be given them 
in draughts. T~nder plants show the 
effects of lack of care very quickly. 

American verieties of apples are 
much in demand in certain English 
markets. They are said to be of better 
quality than English grown sorts. 

Good storage cellars nlean good vege
tables all winter. If the vegetables dry 
and shrivel you need to improve the 
cellar conditions. Good storage condi
tions will help greatly to reduce the 
living expenses and also give much bet
ter table board. 

Begin to read seed catalogues, make 
up and send off that list of vegetable 
and flower seeds. Early bought seed 
is apt to be the best. Better order some 
small fruits to set out this spring
everbearing strawberries for instance. 

More vegetables will be needed in 
1920 than in 1919. People generally are 
eating more fruits and vegetables and 
there are mone people to eat them. 

Good prices offered for rabbit furs 
are causing some folks to go into the 
business. Do not hurry too fast nor 
i~wes t much money at first. Be sure you 
like. the work and can make something 
at 1t.-LeRoy Cady, associate horticul
turist, University Farm, St. Paul, Minn 

ORCHARD AND GARDEN 
February 8 to 15 

Pruning may be done now on warm 
days. 

Onions and potatoes must be handled 
carefully if you want them to keep well. 

Hot beds and cold frames give a 
chance to start vegetables earlier and 
gain on the weather and insects. 

Fresh rhubarb from the cellar comes 
in handy now. It doesn't take many 
plants to furnish a good supply. 

Cabbage has been high in price and 
scarce again this winter. Perhaps the 
so11th is not sending so many vegetables 
to the north as usual. 

Plants or flowers are among the best 
of gifts at any time. There are few 
people who do not like flowers. 

Don't leave rubbish heaps about the 
garden or orchard. They only harbor 
all sorts of insects or disease and will 
in time cause you much labor if not loss. 

A well kept and well planted lawn is 
essential for every home. Most any one 
can erect a shelter of boards or cement 
but some thought must be put into mak
ing that shellter a home. Comfort con
venience, and beauty ought to be found 
there. They are. all needed if young 
people are going to stay long in the 
home. There is something wrong with 
a family that is willing to live among 
unke~1pt surroundings.-LeRoy Cad;. 
associate horticulturist, ' University 
Farm, St. Paul, Minn. 

PAINT PROTECTS, 
PAYS FOR ITSELF 

It is false economy to be too sparing 
with paint, says H. B. White, of the ag
ricu ltural engineering division at Uni
versity Farm. Lumber is expensive. 
Paint improves the appearance of build
ings, but more than that, it adds ma
terially to their permanency. Once the 
building is neglected it is much more 
difficult to stop the deterioration. 

Mr. White says the surface to be 
painted should be dry, clean, smooth, 
and free from frost. It should be dry 
and clean, for oil will not penetrate 
where there is moisture or grease. It 
should be smooth in order that an eve1: 
coat may be easily applied. It should be 
warm enough to allow the oil to pene
trate and bind the pigment to the sur
face painted. In considering the cost 
of painting it is often estimated that a 
gallon of paint will give two coats to 
250 square feet. 

Farm machinery, too, looks better 
when painted and it lasts much longer 
and gives more satisfactory service if 
painted before the wood has checked 
or decayed. 

NEW PIG PROJECT 
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 

The sow and litter project, a develop
ment of pig club work for members of 
boy's and gi rls' clubs, has been launched 
by T. A. Erickson, state leader, , in re
sponse to demands from the juniors and 
from county agents who see in it a 
means of increasing pure-bred herds 
and and also of promoting larger ex
hibits at county fairs. Any boy or girl 
between the ages of IO and 18 inclusive 
is eligible for membership. The basis 
of awards will be the same as for all 
pig club work. It is hoped that all who 
enroll in this project will plan to pro
mote for county futurity shows, fo~ bv 
doing so they can compete with regula'r 
breeders. Many clubs have been or
ganized in Jackson, Meeker, N icollet, 
Steele, Goodhue, and Rock counties. 

SNEAKS INTO U. S .. 
Bulb flies never before seen in Min

nesota were found recently by inspect
ors who were examining bulbs from 
Holland. At about the same time anrl 
in the same manner an insect which in 
Europe preys on the onion crop was 
broug·ht into this state. 

"Many of our most troublesome in
sects," says A. G. Ruggles, state ento
mologist, University Farm, "are not na
tive Americans but foreigners Ameri
canized. It is more than likely this 
bulb fly will become established here· it 
is impossible to inspect and dest;oy 
every infested bulb coming into the 
state. r 

"Insects are also increasing because 
they change their food habits. The 
most noteworthy example of an insect 
changing its system of diet is the ordi
nary potato beetle. The middle of th-:: 
last century this insect began to like 
potato leaves better than its native food 
until finally it preferred potatoes t~ 
anything else. As the potato is a uni
versal crop, the insect experiences no 
loss of time in reproduction because of 
any lack of food, and so it has become 
a pest of potatoes. 

"The European corn borer has al
ready become established in Massachu
setts and New York. When it reaches 
the corn belt of the United States a 
tremendous to ll will be. taken. Con
gress is asked to approprriate $2,000 ooo 
lo fight this pest in its present location 
Everyone interested in corn should .re
quest his senator and congressman to 
support such an appropriation.' 

BREAKFAST FOOD 
INSECTS DOOM ED 

The Minnesota Experiment Station at 
Uni.versity Farm has been carrying on 
an mtensive study of insects which in
fest breakfast foods and it has already 
devised methods of saving thousands 
of dolars worth of food every year. 
"Plans are now under way," says R. N. 
Chapman, assistant entomologist, "To 
put new methods into practice which 
should relieve the next generation of 
an enormous loss which our generation 
has been bearing. Insects are killed 
with heat, X-rays or are electrocuted 
when the breakfast foods are manufac
tured. Heat is the oldest method and 
~ms the advantage of drying the food 
Just before the package is sealed thus 
improving its keeping qualities. ' Th.: 
other methods are sti ll in the ex
perimental stage. They may be used 
after the package has been sealed· if 
the package is not broken in any ~ay 
the food will be kept free from insects. 
Methods of fumigating warehouses and 
manufacturing insect droof packages 
are being worked out." 

WELL KEPT COWS 
KEEPING OWNERS 

Minnesota dairy cattle seem to be 
realizing the need for increased produc
tion. The tester for the Steele county 
association, in his report to W. A. 
McKerrow, state leader of livestock aud 
dairy extension, says that a cow be
longing to McDonald Bros. produced 
I04 pounds of butterfat in December. 
There are 13 cows in this herd and the 
average production of butterfat for the 
month was a trifle more than 42 pounds. 
If 80 cents a pound were received, the 
herd of 13 returned something like $442 
for the month. An Anoka county cow 
owned by E. L. Ferguson produced 
93.74 P<Btrnds of butterfat in December. 
E leven cows composing this herd aver
aged 59.63 pounds. The combined earn
ings amounted to nearly $525. Im
proved feeding methods and better gen
eral care and management are getting 
results, as shown by many other reports 

PAYS TO PROTECT 
FARN MACHINERY 

The division of agricultural engineer
ing at University Farm has prepared. 
plans of a building in which to store 
farm implements. Included is a shop 
where repairs can be made, and th~ 
garage may also be under the same ro0f 
if desired. The cost of such buildi;ig 
will generally be repaid by the great~1-
efficiency and ·durability of implemeds. 
Copy of the plans No. 128, may be had 
by writing the office of publications at 
University Farm, St. Paul, Minn., and 
enclosing IO cents 

T RACY'S SHOW AIDS 
GROWERS OF SEEDS 

The Minnesota Crop Improvement 
association offers special premiums for 
entries made at the tri-county grain 
and seed show at Tracy February 23 to 
27 of grass, clover, alfalfa, arrd other 
seeds used for growing hay and pasture. 
Good seed is at a premium this year 
and the Tracy show will serve is a 
clearing house for the seed growers' 
supplies. Prizes in cash and merchan
dise aggregate $3,500. 

GOOD HEADWAY IN 
FIGHT ON SMUT 

Plant pathologists of the Minnesota 
agricultural college report that material 
headway has been mad(' in Minnesota in 
the fight against wheat smut. Dr. E. 
C. Stakman says: 

"Virtually four times as much for
maldehyde was used in treating wheat in 
Minnesota in 1919 for this disease as 
was used in 1918. Still more would 
hav~ been. used had _not the supply run 
out 111 various Red nver valley counties. 
About 25 per cent of the wheat seed 
sown in 1919 was treated. As the crop 
came to maturity, only a trace of smut 
Wi!-S t<;> be fc;iund. and the damage from 
this disease 111 Mmnesota was negligible. 

"Contrast this condition with that of 
1918 when the dama~e inflicted upon 
wheat fields by stinkmg smut ranged 
from IO to 70 per cent. The losses of 
that year on account of this disease 
alone was probably about 4,000,000 
bushels." 

The big increase in sales of formal
dehyde in Minnesota, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, and Montana is favor
ably commented upon in the news serv
ice of the United States department of 
agriculture. The prospects in Minnesota 
are for increasing use of the formalde
hyde in 1920 and further decrease in 
the damage wrought by smut. 

CHICKEN INCOME 
$1,040 IN A YEAR 

John N. Deitz, New Prague, Minn., 
farmer, keeps dairy cows, ho~s and 
chickens and grows small gram and 
corn. The greatest of these for him he 
says, is chickens. Mr. Deitz operat~s a 
demonstration farm and makes regular 
reports to the extension division of the 
Minnesota college of agriculture. 

"According to the capital invested," 
said Mr. Deitz, who was at University 
Farm during Farmers and Home Mak
ers vVeek, "my flock of 250 hens was 
~y best revenue producer in 1919. My 
mcome from eggs marketed during the 
year was $1,040. I sold roosters and 
hens for $240 more and had more chick
ens at the close of the year than at the 
beginning. The eggs sold averaged nine 
dozen and a half for each hen. About 
a hundred dozen eggs were used fo r 
hatching. I have a large family, eigr.t 
or nine all the time, and we ate fresh 
eggs regularly, no record being kept of 
the number. 

"I fed ground dry feed-barley, oats, 
and corn mixed before grinding. I 
used a self feeder and bad fresh water 
and oyster shells in the pens all the 
time. For scratch, I fed wheat, oats, 
and barley, and for fresh feed, when 
cold weather came on, mangels and po
tatoes. My flock was about equally di
Yided between White Leghorns anJ 
Rhode Island Reels, all purebreds but 
this year I will keep White Legl;orn~ 
only." 

DRAINAGE BY DEEP 
WELLS A MENACE 

Serious pollution of the primary 
sources of drinking water supplies is 
threatened, says H. B. Roe, University 
Fann agricultural engineer and an au
thority on drainage, by g1 oups 9.f men 
in this state who are engaged in the 
business of well drilling and are ad
vancing the idea of draining sloughs and 
marsh pockets by drilling down into 
the deep water veins. 

"This type of drainage," says Mr. 
Roe, "is fraught with serious and far 
reaching possible consequences. Through 
such drainage wells, stagnant slough 
water and also surface water imprt:g
nated with liquid fertilizer and many 
other impurities, including often di ~
ease germs of varied character, v:ill be 
introduced directly into the deep water 
veins, which are now tapped by wells to 
secure an adequate and pure drinki1115 
water supply for man and beast. The 
eventual effect will be the contamination 
of drinking water sources throughou ~ 
the state. 

"Farming communities and the well 
drilling fraternity are warned against 
the adoption of this method of 
drainage." 

RUTABAGA S GOOD IN 
WINTER FOR HENS 

Poultry producers of Barnum, says 
N. E. Chapman of University Farm, 
depend largely on rutabagas for 1.heir 
winter green feed. The roots are cut in 
half and stuck on nails where the hens 
.can help themselves. This is an easy 
way of furnishing green feed. In other 
sections, where rutabagas are not com
monly grown, green feed in winter 
months is furnished by means of sprout
ing !!"rain. A peck of oats or barley can 
be converted into a bushel of green feed 
in from three to five days. A 9- or 10-
quart pail full of this sprouted material 
will do as a noon feed for 100 hens. 

NO. 3 

POUL T RY OUTPUT 
WORT H 61 MILLIONS 

Data gathered by W. L. CaCvert, 
farm management demonstrator, and 
N. E. Chapman, poultryman with the 
extension division of the state agricul
ture! college, show that Minnesota's 
poultry products in 1919 were worth 
nearly 61 millions of dollars. The num
ber of laying hens in the state was found 
to be 12 millions and the average egg 
production per hen in farm flocks was 
placed at seven dozen. Items making up 
the grand total are : 

Eggs from farm flocks . . $36,734,000 
Eggs from town flocks. . 5,I03,ooo 
Value of chickens sold 

from farm . . . . . . . . . . . I<l,148,000 
Value of chickens pro-

duced in town . . . . . . . 1,620,000 
Value of turkeys pro-

duced . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,000,000 
Value of geese produced 
Value of ducks produced 
Value of guineas and 

doves produced ..... . 

Total value of poultry 

225,000 
135,000 

15,000 

products ........... $6o,g8o,ooo 

HOME GROWN SEED 
C HEAPEST AND BEST 

For two or three years, says A. C. 
Arny, who is in charge of University 
Farm crops, seed firms located outside 
the state have canvassed farmers for 
orders for Victory oats at a price above 
what the same or a better quality of 
oats could be secured for from the e1'
periment station or from home >ecd 
houses. 

Any farmer who is in the rnarket for 
Victory oats for seed, adds Mr. Arnv, 
should write to the experiment statio1~ 
at University Farm for the names and 
addresses of farmers who secured their 
original stock from the experiment ~ta
tion and who for that reason sho:.ild 
have practically pure seed of this va
riety. 

The experiment station aims to keco 
the results of carefully conducted ex
periments which show the relative val
ues of different varieties in various sec
tions of the state. These results are at 
the command of any farmer. Those 
w~o are considering a change in variety 
~ti! do wep_ to take counsel r:egarding 
its adaptability before purchasmg it at 
a greatly increased price. 

CLUB UNIFORMS 
SOON TO BE READY 

Patterns for club uniforms, designed 
by the home economics staff at Uni
versity Farm for the use of members of 
thegarment making project of boys' a11d 
girls' state club work, can be secured at 
Butterick' agencies throughout the state 
on and after February IO. A sample 
set of sizes has been received at the of
fice of the state leader at University 
Farm. 

MQRAL IS CLEAR; 
USE PUREBRED SIRE 

Records sent to W. A. 1vfcKerrow, 
livestock specialist with the extension 
division at University Farm, by Vidor 
Stiehl, tester for a Freeborn county as
sociation, show that Molly Second, a 
halfblood Guernsey cow, has just fin
ished her ninth year with a record of 
518.9 pounds of butterfat. Her yearly 
average for the nine-year term is 4;-7 
pounds of butterfat. 

"This," says Mr. McKerrow, "is 
half-blood cow for this number of 
years in be found in America or any
where else. The dam of Molly Second, 
a common cow, produced an average of 
but 141 pounds of butterfat for two 
years. 

"Yes, it pays to use a bred-for-pro
duction sire," says Mr. McKerrow. 

BEST SEED NEEDED 
FOR EARLY PLANTI NG 
A. C. Arny, in charge of farm crops 

for the department of agriculture for 
the University of Minnesota, says that 
experimental work performed by the 
United States department of agricuiture 
and observations made at University 
Farm show that under favorable condi
tions there is a definite relationship be
tween the time of planting corn and the 
time of maturity. This is a matter of 
importance in Minnesota where the sea
son is sometimes rather short for best 
results with corn. Mr. Arny empha
sizes two points in this connection: 
First, that planting corn early neces
sitates early and thorough preparation 
of the seed bed; second, that the seed 
must . be particularly good for proper 
germination and growth will not be 
obtained in the somewhat colder soil. 
Sweet corn frequentyl does not germi
nate satisfactorily when planted in cold 
ground. 
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