
College of Agriculture Minnesota Experiment Station Farmers' lnstit!Itles Agriculture 

UNIVERSITY FARM PRESS NEVWs 
VOL. X 

Entered as Second class matter January 15, 
1910, at the postoffice at St. Paul. Minn., under 
the Act of July 16, 1891. 

Acceptance for mailing at special rate of 
postage provided for in section 1103, Act of 
October 3, 1917, authorized July 29, 1918. 

EDITOR'S CORNER 

Northern Editors' Meeting 

The program of the Northern Min
nesota Editorial association's annual 
meeting which will be held in St. Cloud , 
January 22-24, as it has been outlined 
by the association's executive commit
tee, is one that should appeal to the 
editors of the state in these times when 
ed itors are confronted by so many diffi
cult questions relating both to business 
and editorial policy. Some of the feat
ures of a program, which ought to be 
rich in suggestion, are given below: 

Smoker, Thursday evening, with 
pre ident's address by W. E. Verity; 
secretary's report by A. G. Rutledge; 
and a talk on the need of college train
ing for the future country editor, by 
W. P. Kirkwood. 

One minute suspension of the busi
ness of the convention Friday morning 
in tribute to the late Colin F. McDonald 
of St. Cloud. 

"The Newspaper as a Molder of Pub
lic Opinion, Past and Present"-L. C. 
Hodgson, historian of the Minnesota 
Editorial association. 

"Americanism in Public Affairs"-F. 
E. Hadley, Winnebago Enterprise. 

A poem-"The South to the North"
by J. R. Landy, Olivia Times, first vice 
president of the Minnesota Editorial as
sociation. 

"High Costs and How to Cope with 
Them"-Herman Roe, Northfield News; 
E. K. 'Whiting, Owatonna Journal
Chronicle; L. A. Rossman, Grand 
Rapids Herald-Review; L. S. Whit
comb, Albert Lea Tribune. 

"The One-Man Shop," by JvL E. Isher
wood Sebeka Review; Will Wilke, 
Grey' Eagle Gazette; E . B. Dahl, Pine 
River Sentinel-Blaze; 0. S. ordine, 
Karlstad Advocate. 

"How to Meet 'Kept-Press' Opposi
tion," by Rudolph Lee, Long Prairie 
Leader; Norman B. Black, Fargo 
Forum; H. P. Phillips, Mahnomen Pio
neer; M. S. Norelius, Chisago County 
Press. 

"Problems of the Large Shop," by 
Asa Wallace, Sauk Center Herald; J. 
C. Morrison. Morris Tribune; P. J. 
Vasaly, Little Falls Herald; W. C. 
·warren, Hinckley Enterprise· R. W. 
Hitchcock. Hibbing Tribune; C. J. 
Buckley, Delano Eagle; E. H. Denu, 
Bemidji Pioneer; V/. R. Hodges, Sleepy 
Eye Herald-Dispatch. 

"High Costs of Paper," by 0. L. E . 
\Vebber, general manager of the Watab 
Pulp and Paper Co., St. Cloud, and two 
representatives of each of the the paper 
houses of the twin cities. 

During their stay at St. Cloud the 
editors will visit the state reform school 
and the plant of the Pan Motor Co. A 
banquet will be another feature and will 
be held Friday evening, Jan. 23. A. G. 
Rutledge, secretary, advises those who 
are planning to attend the convention, to 
make hotel reservations early. 

Minnesota Country Papers Praised 

The first page of the Leader of Long 
Prairie, Minn., is reproduced in the 
Christmas number of The Inland 
Printer. Beneath the cut are the lines, 
"Minnesota is fairly alive with excellent 
newspapers and among them The Long 
Prairie Leader holds a high rank." 
Elsewhere J. L. Frazier, associate editor 
of The Inland Printer, says: "Leave it 
to the Minnesota publishers to issue 
fine newspapers; the Leader of Long 
Prairie stands among the best of them. 
The first page is a beauty-and it 
sparkles with life and interest also. A~
vertisements and make-up are also evi
dence of pride and intelligence on the 
part of its producers." 

On the Christmas number roll of 
honor of The Printer are also the 
Journal-Chronicle of Owatonna, the 
Headlight of Tracy, the Register of 
Blue Earth, and the Times of Biwabik. 

Of the Journal-Chronicle Mr. Frazier 
says : "A truly remarkable paper in all 
respects. Presswork of a high order, 
make-up good, advertisements intelli
gently displayed and arranged. The 
news is played up in a most capable 
manner." 

This fine compliment for the Head
light: "Your Soldiers' Homecoming is
sue is a most creditable one. No paper 
has reached us in recent months wherein 
the advertisements bore evidence of 
more painstaking and intelligent handl
ing." 

Oh, D on't You Remember ? 

An eastern country paper has a "Re
member the Time" department. One of 
the interesting things it remembers was 
when sugar was retailing at four and 
one-half cents a pound and the grocery
man was willing to break his back to 
deliver it. Other papers ask every 
week "Do You Know?" The qu estion 

\ always concerns some bit of local his
' tory. 
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ORCHARD AND GARDEN 
January 1 to 8 

In the north, pansy seed is usually 
sown in January for early plants. 

A farm home should be as pleasant 
and comfortable as a city home. Is 
yours? 

Many varieties of the so-called straw 
flowers or everlastings can be made up 
into boquets or put in vases or baskets 
and will keep well into the winter. Some 
of the fruiting shrubs may also be used 
with them. 

Hundreds of dollars worth of Cali
fornia grown chrysanthemums were 
used in the town flo;wer shops during 
November and December. These were 
outdoor grown and as a rule gave good 
satisfaction. 

Cheap vegetable and flower seeds are 
often expensive at any price. It pays 
to buy good seeds from reliable firms 
of establ ished reputation. Seeds are a 
small part of the cost of raising a crop. 
The best are none too good. 

Have you visited your local school 
this year? The teacher would like to 
have yo11 do so. Better schools will re
sult in any community if all take an in
terest in them. 

A school of agricu lture boy sold $800 
worth of melons from an acre of land 
last year. He kept an accurate record 
of all operations and can tell just what 
they cost him to grow. That kind of 
bookkeeping pays on any farm. 

Send for seed catalogues and choose 
the seeds and plants to be used next 
year. It will be a good plan to order 
seeds and bulbs early for there is pretty 
sure to be a shortage of good stock 
again this year. 

Farmers' \Veek at University Farm 
December 29 to January 3 is a series of 
meetings that everyone interested in any 
line of farming can well affo rd to at
tend.-LeRoy Cady, associate horticul
turist, University Farm, St. Paul, Minn. 

ORCHARD AND GARDEN 
January 8 to 15 

Plan the garden now. You will be 
too busy to do a good job next spring. 

The walnut crop of southern Cali
fornia this year is said to be worth 
$15,000,000. 

A heavy application of fertiliz er to 
plants just before cutting the flowers 
will often cause the flowers to go to 
sleep. 

Nursery s~ock of all kir.ds has never 
been so scarce as it is this year. Fruit 
stocks of all kinds will not begin to 
supply the demand and ornamentals of 
many classes cannot be supplied. 

The plant embargo is turning the eyes 
of florists and nurserymen to California 
grown palms and nursery stock. The 
selling price of some kinds of California 
grown palms has increased from 50 
cents to $3 in the last few years. 

House plants should not be kept in a 
dry atmosphere. \i\Tater thoroughly 
when water is given and then wait till 
they need water again before applying 
any. 

Nearly 9,000,000,000 packages of vege
table and flower seeds were distributed 
by congressmen in 1919. · Each package 
contained five small pockets of seeds 
which could easily be purchased from 
any seed dealer or most any department 
store. Why fill the mails and use up 
valuable labor by this distribution? 

The peanut business of this country 
is said to be worth nearly $200,000.000 
and other nuts have a value of about 
$35,000,000. Many persons a re using 
nuts or nut products as a daily food. 
Black walnuts and butternuts can be 
grown over a considerable area of Min
nesota and shell bark hickory and even 
chesthuts are grown in a few places in 
so utheastern Minnesota.-LeRoy Cady, 
associate horticulturist, University Farm, 
St. Paul, Minn. 

BUTTER BEAN HOAX 
EXPOSED BY CADY 

Some newspapers are publishing 
stories about the so-called New Guinea 
butter bean, which a more or less enter
prising Californian sent out last year. 
"Any squash is better than this so-called 
bean," says LeRoy Cady, associate hor
ticulturist at University Farm. "It is 
probably nothing but a form of the 
Hercules club gourd, seed of which may 
be obtained for five cents a packet from 
any seedsman. The California man was 
able to pass off lots of these seed 
through advertising at the rate of from 
6 to 12 seeds for 25 cents." 

SEWERAGE SYSTEMS 
ON GOPHER FARMS 

The Minnesota state board of healt11 
recently issued a bulletin entitled "Water 
Supplies and Sewer Systems for Farm 
Residences," which contains a large 
amount of information that the average 
householder ought to know. It has 
copious illustrations of safe and unsafe 
water supplies and plans for a new resi
dential sewage treatment plant. Copies 
of it may be obtained by addressing the 
state board of health, Old Capitol, St. 
Paul. 

WHAT BIRDS ARE 
TO BE PROTECTED 

COST OF CREAMERY 
SAVED IN A YEAR 

BETTER BOARD FOR 
COWS GETS RESULTS 

At the recent annual meeting of the Farmers have been known, when all Proper feeding of the dairy herd 
State Horticultural society, Prof. F. L. the circumstances were favorable, to means more profits. The cow testing 
\i\Tashburn stated that in some parts of pay for thei r land from the proceeds of association paves the way to determining 
the country a few of the more common the crop of a single season. But A. J. how to feed to the best advantage. The 
birds, because of intensive protection, McGuire, of the agricultural extension moral seems clear-join a cow testing 
were increasing in such numbers that division, University Farm, tells the story association and learn how to feed. 
fruit and berry raisers regarded them of a Minnesota cooperative creamery as- Many instances of striking gains in 
as a menace. Mr. Washburn empha- sociation that made enough in its first production are reported for the mo.nth 
sized the fact that only under certain year of operation over and above what of November by testers to W. A. Mc
conclitions were these birds injurious. its individual patrons would have made Kerrow, livestock specialist, University 
A commercial gardener or berry raiser, under the old method to pay for a new Farm. Cora, a cow belonging to 
for example, might not suffer from creamery. ' Fleck's farm at Faribault, was the high 
depredations of robins, c_atbirds, orioles, This is the cooperative creamery at producing cow of the month with 80.05 
and ~rosbeaks, bec~use l11s planted. acre- 1 Co ld Springs in Stearns county which pounds of butterfat. Second in the list 
age 1s la:ge, mean111g tha~ there 1s. less has been paying its patrons 75 cents a for the month was a cow owned by 
opportumty for the nest111g of birds, pound for butterfat. "This price," says I Joseph Schwager of Lewiston, 77.04 
and fu~ther, he has such an abundance Mr. McGuire, "is at least seven cents pounds. A cow owned by E. L. Fergu
of be_rnes and. other crop~ that the d.ep- higher than the farmers would have re- son of Anoka was third with 74.36 
redat~ons of birds make httle or no 1m- ccived had they not organized and built pounds. Many other good records were 
pression. On !he other. hand, the small their own creamery. The extra price made. 
gardener, particularly 1f locat~d close I they receive on the year's business will In one instance a cow increased her 
to .shrubbery and woodland, might ma- amount to more than the cost of the butterfat production from 29 to 44 
tenally suffer. creamery." pounds or more than one-third. Her 

"For the .latter con.dition there are I Mr. McGuire has reports from 209 co- owner 
1

had been feeding barley, but by 
s~veral solutions of this pr?blem," con- operative creameries in Minnesota for adding a variety of protein feeds and 
tu1Ued the speaker. "9ne is. to prot~ct the month of October. Fifty-five of ensilage and providing drinking cups 
~nclangered crops aga111st birds, wl:ich these, he says, paid from Bo to 82 cents was able to see. immediate results. Oil 
is, of course, ry1or~ or l ~ss . expensive. a pound for butterfat; 77 paid from 75 meal is being purchased cooperatively 
!l:e ot~er solution 1s mod1fymg. the ex- 1 to 79 .cents; 42 paid from 70 to 74 cents; by some of the association members, and 
istmg bird laws to some .extent 111 order 24 paid from 65 to 6g cents, and 11 paid more feeding of balanced rations is 
to enable the berry raiser to protect from 59 to 64. , being done than before. 
himself." I 

The United States department of ag- • 
riculture recently issued an order per- MINNESOTA GUARDS WINTER RATIONS 
mitting the killing of meadow larks in HEALTH OF CATTLE FOR LAYING HENS 
South Carolina under certain conditions 
because of damage they cause to sprout-
ing corn and oats. Mr. Washburn af- Minnesota led all th e states in the A mature pullet or yearling hen that 
firmed that he was and always had been vigor of _its . drive in October against molted early should lay a dozen eggs a 
a believer in bird protection and that tu?erculos1s 111 cattle. The .bureau of month through the winter if fed a prop
there was nothing in his remarks at ;;111ma l husbandry <?f the U111ted ~tate£ erly bala_nced ration-one that supplies 
variance with what he had published on department ?f ?-gnculture repor~~ that I the nutnents needed f.or maintenance, 
this subject from time to time, but em- I ?.269. cows i ecen:ed the tubercul111 test growth and egg production. Aside from 
phasized the need of present day study 111 Mmnesota ~urmg October. Ve_rmont good food. the flock, to produce the 
of food habits of birds under existing w~s sec_ond with 4,035, and Washmgton best results, must be m good he~lth, 
conditions, which are quite different th:;d with 3.~55 cattle tested. have a comfortable house and be gwen 
from the conditions 15 or 20 years ago. Tl.1e,,best time to lest cows for tn?er- 1 proper care an~ manag~ment. . 
He will be glad to hear the experiences culosis, .ay~ W., A. McKerr~w, h:v~- Scratch fet;d i~ essential, and a satis
of berry raisers in Minnesota and will s!ock spe;i~ltst :with the e1~tens10.n d1vi- factory comb111at10n for .suc.h, says ~· E. 
adv i e any :Minnesota citi zen of meth- sion at U111.vers1ty Farm. 1s during the c;hapman, P<?ultry extens10111st at Umver
ocls which he has found fairly effective. fall and w111te.r mont~s. The govi;rn- sity Farm, 1s compos.ed of co:n, wheat, 

HOGS, HENS CARRY 
TB TO EACH OTHER 

"Science has shown," says Dr. C. P. 
Fitch, chief of the division of veterinary 
medicine, University Farm, "that tuber
culosis can be transmitted by swine to 
poultry and, conversely, by poultry to 
swine. Tuberculo is in poultry is a com
mon disease in this state and causes 
heavy losses. Fowls affected with it 
become lame, their combs lose their lus
ter, and their fl esh falls away. There 
is a generally run-down condition. Tu
berculosis can be controlled by the re
moval of infected birds and by a 
thorough cleaning up of their quarters. 
The disease cannot as a rule be trans
mitted throupgh the eggs. Its introduc
tion can be traced usually to infected 
fowls." 

FARM CONFERENCE 
IN A BARBER SHOP 

"Seize the moment of curiosity to in
form yourself lest you forever remain 
in ignorance," was a text in penmanship 
books of 40 years ago. The energetic 
county agent of today "seizes the mo
ment" to inform the other fellow as 
well. Here is a case in point. While 
hurrying to a barber shop to get a hair
cut before starting on a trip, County 
Agent A. W. Aamodt, of Beltrami 
county, was accosted by a prominent po
tato producer of Blackduck who said 
he had to have some information right 
away regarding the certification of seed 
potatoes. So he followed Mr. Aamodt 
into the barber shop where an im
promptu potato meeting was held. The 
fo ur barber chairs were occupied, and 
occupants and waiting patrons spoke 
their minds, even the barbers insisting 
on being heard. The man who wanted 
the information acted upon it that day 
with the result that he had a splendid 
fie ld of Green Mountain potatoes passed 
as certified seed stock. 

SLIGHT DANGER IN 
RED SILAGE MOLD 

C. H. Eckles, chief of the division of 
dairy husbandry at University Farm, 
says that inquiries are being made con
cerning the presence of red spots in sil
age. This red color generally is found. 
he says, in lumps of silage from the size 
of a man's hand to half the size of a 
bucket. When these chunks are pulled 
open, some white mold is seen and some 
of the silage may be bright red in color. 
When this red color is observed for the 
first time, he adds, it often causes alarm 
fo r fear the silage will be injurious to 
stock. The color is produced by a mold 
and has been investigated rather care
fu lly. No bad effects were found when 
it was fed in large quantities to animals. 
While it is always advisable to discard 
moldy silage, says Mr. Eckles, no special 
fear need be felt of this red mold. 

I 

ment report is certa111ly encourag111g.
1 

oats and barley feel 111 deep litter. For 
Minnesota has less tuberculosis than the highest egg production the flock 
any other state and we must see that it must have ground feed made of equal 
continues to lead in this respect. We parts of cornmeal, oats, bran and shorts. 
hope to eradicate the disease before it Then animal food must be fed to make 
has a chance to spread. the white of the egg. Sprouted grains 

"Testers of county dairy cattle asso- and other green feed must be used to 
ciations should press this matter home obtain the maximum output. 
with all members. If the farmers in a Grit, fine sharp stones; oyster shells 
given community desire to have the tu- as lime for shell making, and charcoal 
berculin test applied they should consult for an internal disinfectant must be sup
Dr. C. E. Cotton, state veterinarian, plied in a hopper, that the hens may eat 
State Capitol, St. Paul." at will. As a large per cent of the egg 

BUY SOYBEAN SEED 
NOW, ARNY ADVISES 

A. C. Arny, in charge of farm crops 
at University Farm, finds that soybeans 
were planted rather extensively in corn 
for silage purposes last year in Minne
sota, with good results in cases where 
proper precautions were taken to secure 
success. Mammoth Yellow and other 
late maturing varieties were not success
fu I. \ i\Tisconsin Black. Chestnut, Elton, 
Habaro, and early strains of Ito San are 
suitable for silage purposes and will also 
mature seed. Medium Yellow, Mikado , 
and late strains of Ito San do not us
ually mature seed in this state, but are 
suitable for silage. 

Soybean seed of all varieties is rela
tively scarce this year, says Mr. Arny, 
and everything available is being picked 
up by seedsmen. Those who are plan
ning to use soybeans next year should 
secu re what seed they need now from 
growers if possible, to be certain of 
having a supply and to avoid the ad
vance in price necessary when purchased 
through dealers. 

The acreage of soybeans grown for 
seed should increase in Minnesota in 
1920 in order to supply the increasing 
demand. 

CHOCOLATE CAKE 
FOR ONLY 45 CENTS 

A recipe for a chocolate cake which, 
says Lavinia Stinson, instructor in foods 
and cookery, University Farm, can be 
made at an outlay of 45 cents, has been 
prepared in the home economics divi
sion. Tested proportions for this cake, 
and also for a more expensive one, are 
herewith given. 

CHOCOLATE CAKE I 

0 c.milk 
S tb. water 
I :y.( c. flour 
0 c. fat 

4eggs 
10 c. sugar 
4 t. B.P. 
1 t. vanilla 

2 squares chocolate 
Temperature: 195 C. Cost 45 cents. 

CHOCOLATE CAKE II 

0 c. water 
0 c. sour milk 
2 c. flour 
0 c. fat 
I egg 
Temperature: 

1 y,( c. sugar 
:y.( t. soda 
I t. B.P. 
1 t. vanilla 
2 squares chocolate 

195 c. 

I 
is water. a pure supply should be main
tained at all times and kept from freez 
ing. Skimmilk may also be used fo r 
drink. The poultry house must be kept 
clean and sanitary, free from vermin, 
well Yentilated and comfortable. Food 
as described must be supplied regularly 
and in proper quantities. \i\Tatch the 
health of the flock. 

ACCOUNTING COURSE 
BY CORRESPONDENCE 

A correspondence course in account
ing principles. in response to a wide
spread demand. is announced by the gen
eral extension division of the University 
of Minnesota. It will be a course for 
beginners, with emphasis placed on gen
eral principles rather than on the details 
of method. Full information concern
ing the course may be had by writing 
the general extension division, Univer
sity of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minn. 

FARM MARKETING; 
RIGHT, WRONG WAY 

His potatoes were higher priced than 
those of his rival , but he sold them, 
whi le the other man failed. The story 
is told in the advance proof sheets of 
the Minnesota Farmers' Institute Annual 
for 1920, as follows : 

Two farm wagons stood in a public 
market, both loaded with bags of po
tatoes. A woman stopped before the first. 

"How much are potatoes today?" she 
asked. 

"Ninety cents a bushel," said the owner. 
"Oh, my," exclaimed the woman. 

"That seems high. I paid only 60 cents 
for the last." 

"Taters 've gone up," said the grower, 
indifferently, and the woman went over 
to the second wagon and asked the 
same question. The owner's manner 
was in marked contrast. 

"These are the best potatoes in the 
market, madam," he said. "Let me show 
them to you and tell you why. In the 
first place, I raise the kind with small 
eyes, so there'll be no waste in peeling
potatoes are too high nowadays to peel 
away. Then I sort them by sizes. In 
each bag you'll find a large size for 
boiling, frying, frying, and fancy shapes, 
and a medium size for baking. The 
baking size cooks quickly, all done at 
the same time and so saves coal or gas, 
whichever you use. We washed all our 
potatoes clean at home, too. You could 
put one of these bags in your parlor 
and not soil the carpet-and you don't 
have to pay me for any dirt. I'm getting 
a dollar a bushel for them." 

He sold her three bags. 
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