
College of Agriculture M innesota Experiment Station Farmers' Institutes School of Agriculture 

UNIVERSITY FARM PRESS NEWS 
VOL. IX 

Entered as second-class matter Jan
uary 15, 1910, at the postoffice at St. 
Paul, Minn., under the Act of July 16, 
1891. 

ORCH ARD AND GARDEN 
January 15-22. 

The white spruce and Colorado 
blue spruce are comparatively rap id 
g rowin g evergreens once they be
come establi shed. They arc both or
namcn tal a nd us eful as a wind
break. 

Go over the vegetables in the cel
'hr and remove any that arc rotting. 
Most Ycgetables keep best in a tem
perature of about 40 degrees. quash 
·should have a warm, dry place for 
sto ra ge. 

No1v i~ a good time to get spray
ing bulletins and to learn how to do 
the work. Better get machinery and 
material needed now, then app l ~r 
spray at the right ti1ne and in the 
right way. 

Don't buy cheap seeds unless you 
are sure of their quality and germ
inating value. Cheap seeds of plants, 
like. cabbage, onions, or lettuce, may 
be the most expensive in the end. 
It costs just as much to plant and 
care for as good seed. 

The Minnesota State Horticultural 
society has recently put out a new 
folder giving its list of premiums for 
memberships, also the recomm ended 
lists of .fruit, vegetables and shrubs 
for planting in Minnesota. Send to 
A. \V. Latham, 207 Kasota block, 
Minneapolis, for it. 

Farmers' Bulletin 856, United 
tates Department of Agriculture, is 

a Yery complete discussion of insects 
injurious in the home ~rden. Send to 
the Division of Publications, 'Wash
ington, D. C., for your copy. An
other good bulletin is Farmers' Bul
letin 887 on raspberry cul tu re. 

Do not include the common green 
or the purple barberry in I your list 
of shrubs for this season's planting. 
Both are a host plant for the wheat 
rust and must not be planted near 
wheat fields. The Thunberg's or J ap
anese barberry is much more satis
factory for ornamental purposes. 

Now is a good time to collect all 
dead and down wood in the pasture 
or wood lot and get it cut up for next 
summer's use. It will make the pas
ture more valuable and save coal or 
other fuel.-Le Roy Cady, Associate 
Horticulturist, University Farm, St. 
Paul, Minn. 
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ORCHARD AND GARDEN 
January 22-29. 

Onions once frozen should remain 
frozen until time to use them. 

Keep sand over the root crops in 
the cellar now. It will prevent their 
drying out. 

Orchard trees may be pruned on 
warm days in late winter if the snow 
is not too deep. 

Mustard, cress, radish, lettuce, set 
onions and spinach are crops that can 
be grown in a hotbed. 

Send for a catalog and order the 
seed for t'he garden at once. The 
early orders may be the on ly ones 
filled this year. 

Seeds sown at this time of year re
quire careful watching. Do not plant 
more than can be well taken care of 
and transplanted at the right time. 

Cut out old wood and thin the new 
growth of currants and gooseberries 
when the snow goes off. Too much 
brush and no cultivation make small 
berries. 

When storing celery for winter in 
boxes it is well to bore hol es in the 
side about four inches from the bot
tom, through which to water tlte 
stalks during the winter. Water put 
directly on the foliage of celery is 
likely to cause decay. 

Hen manure should b e kept dry 
until put on the land. It is a manure 
containing lots of nitrogen and should 
be applied only to leaf crops, such 
as onions and spinach.-Le Roy Cady, 
associate horticulturist, University 
Farm, St. Paul, Minn. 
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SPACE FILLERS TO 
HELP WIN THE WAR 

H elp Uncle Sam pY raising more 
poultry and eggs. 

Uncle Sam wants to doubl e the 
production of poultry and eggs next 
season. Will you do your bit? 

Arc you doing your share to en
courage the pro,duction of 6,500,000,-
000 pounds and eggs that will be 
needed next season? 

Eat more poultry and eggs and 
help to win the war. 

Hatch your chicks earlier, thereby 
ge tting matured birds. The mature 
pullet lays the most eggs. 

Produce infertile eggs and save $15-
000,000 worth of food. 

DO YOUR BIT! 
200 hens on every farm 
100 eggs from every hen 
There are 1,500,000 eggless farms 

'in the United States. 
The average chick increases in 

weight from 20 to 25 times in the 
first 12 weeks. There is nothing 
wrong with hogs, sheep or cattle, 
but none of these can beat the chick. 

Publis h e d Se mi - Month ly b y t he Univer sity o f Min n eso ta, Departm e nt o f Ag r iculture , E xten s ion Divis ion. 
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RE D CROSS WORK F OR 
YOUN G F OLKS' CL UBS 

Farm boys and girls and town boys 
and gi rls in Minnesota's industri a l 
clubs and Little Citizens leagues will 
all be doing Red Cross work oon . It 
is predicted that the children in every 
school in uhe state including even 
th e littl e rural schools will be organ
ized to lend assistance. 

The reas on is that Red Cross work 
has been assigned the boys and girls 
clubs of the state as th eir sewing 
project for th e cucrent year. You111g
sters below the fifth grade will have 
one class of work, those from the 
ixth to th e eighth grades will have 

another class and those higher up 
will have still more a dvanced work. 

This plan, adopted in Minne~ota 
first, was developed by Mrs. Mar
garet Baker of the agricultural exten
sion division, University of Minne
sota, and Miss Annie Shelland, state 
upervisor of rural schools in the 

office of the department of educa
tion. T. A. Erickson, state leader of 
boys' and girls' club work predicts 
a very large enrollment, a'nd it is 
expected that many of the boys and 
girls will become members of junior 
Red Cross auxiliaries. 

E MBARGO ON BUTTER 
IS ANNOUNCED BY U. S. 
An embargo has been placed on 

Lh e exportation of butter, except to 
nations associated with the United 
States in war. The food adminis
tration requests buttermakers and 
dealers, . therefore, to abandon cer
tain types of packages used in ship
ping butter to the orient, the tropics, 
and othe1· sections outside the select
ed list of countries. They shou ld 
u e only packages, like tubs and 
boxes. that are known to the Amer
ican trade and will find ready sale 
in the United States. Owing to a 
stave shortage and transportation dif
ficulties boxes arc suggested in place 
of tubs. 

Preservatives, flavoring matters and 
other materials frequently added to 
butter for certain export trade should 
not be used now, since these are not 
allowable in home trade nor accept
able to our associates. 

ICE TO BE SAVE D 
AS A WAR MEASURE 

War demands for ammonia have 
increased so greatly as to threaten 
the 1918 supply of artificiaf ice. All 
branches of industry and especially 
rural populations are urged, there
fore, to harvest large crops of natural 
ice this winter. 

An important benefit, resulting 
from country icehouses well filled 
with natural ice, will be the ability 
of dairymen and farmers to ice per
ishable products shipped to market. 

Information on ice houses and vari
ous mean's for storing ice, may be se
cured from the United States de
partm.ent of agriculture. 

The surest and most satisfactory 
means of providing ice for the warm 
weather of 1918 is to harvest and 
store a plentiful supply of natural 
ice at once. 

SA VE IMPLE MENTS 
SAYS GOVERNMENT 

The federal government is starting 
a campaign for the conservation of 
farm implements . As a first step, it 
is sending out a call to farmers to 
do six things: 

1. To put in orders for new equip
ment and repair parts as soon as pos
sible. 

2. To use new and modern mrach
inery in large sizes wherever possible 
as a means of getting maximum re
sults with a minimum of labor. 

3. To sell serviceable equipment no 
longer needed in order that it may be 
made available to others. 

4. To return to channels of trade 
as junk machinery that has become 
useli;ss. . 

5. To give thorough lubrication and 
proper care to all machinery when 
not in use. 

6. To provide proper protection 
against the weather for all farm im
plem•ents. 

F OOD ADMINIS
T RAT OR USES T HE 

P RE SS N EWS 
A. D. Wilson, federal food ad

ministrator for Minnesota, will 
ni.ake large use o·f the Univer
sity Farm Press News to ac
quaint Lhe editors of Minnesota 
with the work of the adminis
tration in th e state. 

Ever since th e State Commit
tee of Food Production and 
Conservation, of which Mr. 
Wilson is also chairman, was 
organized the publicity division 
of the committee has made use 
of the Press News for a s imi
lar purpose. 

Thos who receive the Press 
News, therefore, may look to it 
in part for information as to 
the ac tivit ies of both the fed
eral food administration a nd 
the stale fqod committee. 

W HEATLESS RAT IONS 
F OR CHICKENS, T OO 

The United States department of 
agriculture has been feeding a 'vheat
less poultry ration in its r egu lar ex
perimen.tal work ,at Beltsville, Mary
land, with egg yields comparing fa
vorab ly with those secured on ra
tions containing wheat. The wheat
lcss ra lion is as follows: 

Scratch Mixture. 
2 pounds cracked corn 
1 pound oats 

Dry Mash. 
3 pounds corn meal 
1 pound beef scrap 
The scratch mixture and dry mash 

were used in about equal quantities. 
A flock of 30 Leg horn pullets fed 
this ·whealless ration produced an 
average of 147.3 eggs apiece during 
their first laying year. 

CONSERVATION HINTS 
F OR KITCHEN CABINET 
Sometimes it is hard to think of a 

food substitute in conservation ef
forts. 'Why not prepare a list to hang 
on the kitchen cabinet to be used for 
ready reference when in doubt? Here 
is a sample: 

Meat 
Poultry 
Rabbit 

Substitutes. 

Fish 
Eggs 
Cheese dishes 
Baked Beans 

W heat Bread 
Corn bread 
Brown bread 
Oat cakes 
Buckwheat cakes 
Hominy 

Be:rn loa f 
• ut loaf 
Bean soup 
Milk soup 
Chowders 
Milk 
Substitutes. 
Potato biscuit 
Rye bread 
Potatoes 
Rice 

McGOWAN JOI NS T H E 
F OOD ADMINIST RATIO]':J 
M. J . McGowan of the Appleton 

Press has been appoi nted publicity 
manager for A. D. Wilson, federal 
food administrator for Minnesota, and 
entered upon his new duties Friday, 
January 4. In his new position Mr. 
McGowan will be associated with 
W. P. Kirkwood of the office of pub
ilcations, department of agriculture, 
University of Minnesota, and secre
tary of the publicity division of the 
State Committee of Food Pro
duction and Conservation. Mr. Mc
Gowan. r etains his interest in the 
Appleton Press, \v;hich in his ab
sence is edited and managed by his 
broth er, A. E. McGowan. 

SEE D LABORATORY 
READY FOR RUSH 

The state seed laboratory at Uni
versity Farm, St. Paul, is preparing 
for a big rush of seed testing through
out the remainder of the winter. Last 
year thousands of seed samples were 
sent in to be tested and because of 
the seed situation this year R. C. 
Dahlberg, in charge, looks for a still 
larger demand upon the services of 
the laboratory. 

Seed samples are tested .free. Sam
ples sent in should be carefully mark-

1ed with the owner's name and ad
dress . Those in doubt about the 
services of the laboratory should 
write to Mr. Dahlberg. 

T WO H ARBORS BOY 
IS POTATO CH AMPION 

Joseph Walsh of Two Harbors, 
Lake county, has been announced as 
the winner of the state championship 
in the boys' and girls' clubs potato 
contest of last season. .Tos P. nh. grew 
Rural New Yorkers, made - a com
bined score on yield, financia l re
port, exhibit, and story on "How I 
he lped Uncle Sam By Growing P.o
tatoes," of 71.66. He wins a prize 
of $25. 

The contestants were divided ac
cording to variety of potatoes grown 
a'lld prizes were offered in each class. 
The first and second prizes were 
as follows : 

Rural New Yorkers: First. Edward 
Burnett, Mora, 70.1, prize $15; sec
ond, Naimi Saari, Angora, St. Louis 
county, 66.46, pri ze $10. 

Green Mountain: First, Rudolph 
Videen, Mora, 71.1, prize $15; second, 
Andrew Tofte, Tofte, Cook county, 
70, prize $10. 

Early Ohio: Firsl, Frank Christen
son, Brainerd, 73.11, prize $15; second, 
Victor J acobson, Aitkin, 68.6, prize 
$10. 

The highest yield was obtained by 
Rudolph Videen who grew 66 bush
els on one-eighth of an aerr.. Ru
dolph's other work on which the 
score was based, however, was not 
so good as his potato growing. 

Frank Christensen's score appears 
higher even than that of the state 
champion, but it was figured on a dif
ferent basis for Early Ohios. Figur
ing on the same basis as the others, 
it would be lower. 

Club Prizes. 
The Grand Rapids club won the 

first club prize of $20 with a score of 
75.14; School No. 1, District 70, St. 
Louis county, second, $15, score 71.78; 
Brainerd, third, $10, score 71.14; 
Lakeview, Two Harbors, fourth, $5, 
score 68.48. Pennants were awarded 
as follows: School No. 86, St. Louis 
county; Castle Danger, Two Harbors ; 
Silver Creek, Two Harbors; Salten 
Club, Two Harbors; Pinc River, Be
midji, School No. 85, St. Louis coun
ty; Lincoln Club, Two Harbors; 
vVaubun, Detroit, Sauk Rapids, Maih
nomen . . 

Prizes for the contest were the 
gifts of the ::-.J ort'hern l\Iinncsota De
velopment association. 

STATE MEET I NG OF 
L IVE STOCK SH IPPE RS 

Problems of vital interest to Min
nesota's livestock shippers will be 
taken up at the meeting of the Minne
sota Central Cooperative Livestock 
Shipping association, a federation of 
the 400 cooperative livestock ship
ping associations in the state, in the 
Old Capitol, St. Paul, Thursday, Feb
ruary 14. W. A. McKerrow, secre
tary, says that problems of local as 
well as of general interest will be 
considered. Special attention will be 
given to problems of terminal and 
stock yards facilities. 

GOOD B'RER RABBBIT 
HAS BEE N DRAFTED 

B'rer Rabbit has been drafted. His 
particular duty in the present war 
will be to permit himself to be eaten 
that more meat may be shipp~d to 
the soldiers. The government has 
gone so far as to accord him a spe
cial set of recipes. 

Rabbit Sauce. 
Dress and soak healthy rabbits, 

young or old, >0ver' night in .salt 
water. Wash. thoroughly. Cut the 
meat off the bone and grind very 
fine in food chopper. To one pound 
of meat use ~ medium sized onion, 
2 tablespoons cracker crumbs, ~ tea
spoon sat t, ?!:! teaspoon black pepper, 
a pinch of cayenne and % cup of milk. 
Chop onion fine, mix all ingredients 
toge ther, let stand fo.r several hours 
and make into cakes for frying or 
pan-broiling 

Rabbit P ie. 
Clean and cut into joints a young 

rabbit; soak in water slightly salted, 
for an hour or more; stew in water 
with a small sliced onion un ti! the 
rabbit is tender; put in earthen dish; 
pour the gravy slowly over an egg 
that has been beaten with a spoon
ful of water, season with salt, pep
per and a ·few cloves; pour over rab
bit, cover with a crust of mashed po
tato and bake unti l brown. · 

JOURNALISM W EEK ATTHE UNIVERSITY 

The second annual Editor&' Short Course arranged by the depa rtment of journalism of the University 
will be given February 11 to 14, at University Farm, St. P aul. 

This course will be just as practical as the first course which was given a year ago. The mornings will 
be devoted to the subject of cost-accounting studied in a very practical1way, and to a s•tudy of printing as an 
art for the average print shop: The afternoons will be devoted to editorial problems such as the writing of 
news, the use of "free stuff," and the value o•f the edi'to rial page. The evenings will be inspirational. Efforts 
are being made to secure W illiam Allen 'white of the Emporia Gazette, and Stanley Washburn, the war cor
respondent. President M. L. Burton of the University of Minnesota will be the other evening speaker. 

Contests in news-writing, front page make-up, and job-cost es timating will be held. 
Every evening following a six o'clock dinner in the dining hall, some representative of the city newspa

per will give an entertaining talk. 

DON'T FORGE T T HE E DI TORS' SH ORT COURSE. 

No. 2 

FARM CLUBS ELECT 
FEDERATION OFFICERS 
The Minnesota Federation of Farm

ers' Clubs at its annual meeting dur
ing Farmers' and Home-Makers' 
W eek at University Farm, reelected 
L. H. Bugbee of Carleton, p resident, 
and Sam Hammerbeck of Little 
Falls, treasurer. J. R. Blackburn of 
Pine River was chosen vice pres
ident. ,The directors according to 
congressional districts are as fo llows: 

First-A. L. Hoverstein, Waseca. 
Second-Mrs. F. W. Knapp, W or

thi ngton. 
Third-A. L. Sayers, Lakeville. 
Fourth-Mrs. I. E. Richardson, 

New Brighton. 
Sixth-E. N. Ripley, Park Rapids. 
Seventh-Frank E. Millard, Canby. 
Nin th-Carl Berg, Erskine. 
T enth-Mrs. Theodore A. Thomp-

son, Constance. 
Mrs. I. E. Richardson of New 

Brighton is secretary, elected by the 
board of directors. 

The federation passed a reso lu
tion approving the work of the Twin 
City Milk Producers association and 
deprecating "any curtailment of its 
just rights to cooperate and organ
ize." The resolutions went even fur
ther, calling on law-makers to pass 
resolutions establishing beyond ques
tion the rights of farmers to conduct 
cooperative business enterprises. 

The,. federation adopted a new sys
tem of representation. The annual 
meetings hereafter will be ,made up of 
representatives from all the clubs 
rather than of two delegates from the 
different counties. 

BREEDE RS WITH THE 
MILK PRODUCERS 

The Minnesota Livestock Breed
ers' association in session at Univer
sity Farm during Farmers' and 
Home-Makers' Week, passed resolu
tions , disapproving the Minneapolis 
prosecution of the officers of the 
Twin City Milk Producers' associa
tion, and suggesting clearer legislative 
definition of the cooperative right of 
such organizations if the present laws 
stand in the way of cooperation; 
also favoring Vhe registration of all 
dogs in a way to show ownership 
and identification in order that Min
nesota's sheep may be protected. W. 
A. McKerrow, secretary of the as
sociation, will probably go to ·wash
ington to urge upon congress the 
passage of a general measure for the 
registration of dogs. 

Officers of the association for the 
new year are: 

President, W. S. Moscrip, Lake El
mo; first vice president, Thomas 
Cashman, Owatonna; second vice 
president, Hugh J. Hughes, Minne
apolis; secretary, W. A. McKerrow, 
University Farm; treasurer, George 
W. Glatfelter. The board of direct
ors are: L. E. Potter, Spr}ngfield; 
mont; L. E. Potter, Spnngfield; 
Charles Crandall, Randolph; M. D. 
Munn, St. Paul; C. E. Wilson, Min
neapolis; Leslie Smith, St. Cloud· F. 
E. Mil lard, Canby; George P. Gr~ut, 
Duluth; E. C. Schroeder, Moorhead; 
C. F. Johnson, North Branch. 
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FAIR PRICES TO 
ALL FOR POTATOES 

Fair potato prices to the farm
er, the wholesaler, the retailer, and 
the consumer is the thing the Min
nesota Potato Growers' association is 
trying to bring about as a result of 
its third annual meeting in connection 
with Farmers' and Home-Makers' 
Week at University Farm, Friday, 
January 4. 

At the meeting E. W. Smith of 
Parkers Prairie, speaking as a grow
e1r, expressed the >Opinion that 75 
cents a bushel or $1.25 a hundred 
weight was a fair price to the farm
er for table stock Representatives 
of wholesalers and retailers suggest
ed that as a patriotic duty men in 
their line should handle the crop at 
the smallest possible profit, or at cost 
if need be, in order to stimulate con-
sumption. A committee to consist 
of two potato growers, two wholesal
ers, and two retailers will try to work 
out the problem of fair prices to all 
in order to stimulate consumption 
and save other foodstuffs that can be 
shipped to America's armies and as
sociates in the war in Europe. Mr. 
Smith and G. Giddings of Anoka rep
resent the potato growers' associa
tion on this committee. 

Officers elected by the association 
are as fo llows: 

President, Harry P. Kobler, Deer 
Creek; vice president, A. M. Sisler, 
Grand Rapids; secretary-treasurer, A. 
G. Tolaas, University Farm; execu
tive committee, George Miller, Be
midji, Frank Dunning, Anoka. 
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