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ORCHARD ANO GARDEN 
NOTES 

October 1-8 

Plant tulip bulbs outdoors this month. 

Pot hyacinths, tulips, daffodils, now. 
Swiss chard makes excellent chicken-

feed. 
Store onions in a cool, well-aired 

place. 
Many vegetable growers are -ca:rrying 

gladioli as a side line with profit. 
Asters are improved in most Minne

sota localities by application of lime to 
the soil. 

Among the best advertisements for a 
town are a good park and well-kept 
school grounds. 

Do not put ungraded fruit or vegeta
bles on the market. It pays better to 
grade. Try it. 
C~nnas are treated in much the same 

way as dahlias, but they require some
what warmer places. 

Geraniums, the Christmas cactus, 
callas, and cyclamens make good flow
-ering .houseplants for winter. 

Cuttings of grapes may be taken this 
month and stored in sand or sawdust 
until next spring, when they may be 
set out. 

Squash should be carefully handJed in 
hauling, and placed one layer deep on 
wooden racks in a warm, well-venti
lated storage house. 

What are the most common wild 
flowers in your vicinity that may be 
used in decorative work? Many should 
be in bloom eTen now. 

The giant daisy, Pyrethrum uligi
nosum has been an excellent flowering
plant 'this fall. It produces larger 
flowers if not allowed to grow too thick. 

As soon as the frost cuts the foliage 
on the dahlia remove all but five or six 
inches, lift the plant out of the earth 
and let it dry in the sun for an hour or 
so, then put in a cool dry storage cel
lar. The tubers must not be dry 
enough to shrivel or moist enough to 
grow before ~pring._-LeRoy_ Ca~y, 
associate horticultur1st, Umvers1ty 

.Farm, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

ORCHARD AND GARDEN 
NOTES 

October 8-1 5 

There is still time to plant phlox, 
iris and peonies. 

So far as it is possible it is well to 
prepare fiow~rbeds for next yea;:'s use 
now. 

Carrots and beets keep better if a 
little dry sand is put over them. This 
prevents drying out. 

A cool cellar is the best place for 
cabbages. Hang them up or wrap them 
in paper and lay on shelves. 

See that the sweet corn saved for 
next year's planting is stored in a well
aired place where it will not freeze. 

The branches of currant bushes 
should be drawn close together and 
tied to prevent the snow from breaking 
them down. 

While many raspberries will come 
through the winter without protection 
it is always safer to lay them down and 
cover them with earth. 

As soon as the frost kills the foliage 
of grape vines they may be pruned 
back and laid on the ground ready to 
be covered with earth. They should 
be covered before the ground freezes. 

Remove all trash and rubbish from 
the garden. If convenient, it is well to 
plow or spade the land that will be 
used for garden next year. This will 
help to get rid of many insects and 
weeds.-LeRoy Cady, associate horti
culturist, University Farm, St. Paul, 
Minnesota . 

Tobacco-Growing In Minnesota 

Investigations indicate that tobacco 
may be' grown successfully in Minne· 
sota. Wisconsin's crop of tobacco has a farm value of $6,089,000, and accord
ing to a bulletin on "Tobacco·Growin~ 
in Minnesota," by C. P. Bull, of the di· 
vision of agronomy and farm manage
ment at the Minnesota Experiment 
Station, tobacco·growing in Minnesota 
may become a very considerable in
dustry. The quality and quantity per 
acre in Minnesota are essentiaUy the 
same as reported from Wisconsin, 
says Mr. Bull. 

Copies of Mr. Bull's bulletin may be 
had by addressing the Office of Publi
cations, University Farm, St. Paul. 
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DEATH RATE IS 
HIGH IN OCTOBER 

"Deaths from tuberculosis begin to 
increase ia October," says Dr. I. J. 
Murphy of the Minnesota Public Health 
Association. The death rate from 
tuberculosis is at low ebb in July and 
August, but rises suddenly in October 
and reaches its maximum in early win
ter, lingering there until the following 
July." 

"The people who die from ' tubercu
losis in October, 1915, contracted their 
disease before October, 1910, and most 
of them before October, 1900," adds Dr. 
Murphy. The disease is insidious in its 
onset, and often lies smouldering in 
childhood to break out during adult life. 

"Tuberculosis is becoming less pre
valent in the city than in the country. 
Last year deaths from tuberculosis in 
the three large cities of Minnesota, 
numbered 800, while in rural Minnesota 
deaths from the same cause numbered 
1,500; nearly twice as many deaths in 
the country as in the cities in spite of 
the fact that many cases from the 
country came to city hospitals on the 
point of dying. 

"Moreover, tuberculosis is increasing 
in the country because country people 
are not fighting' it so effectively as city 
people are." 

Among means for the control of 
tuberculosis the following are men
tioned by Dr. Murphy: 

Reporting of all active and suspicious 
cases to health officers. 

Sanatoria for the care of both ad
vanced and early caseg. 

Free dispensaries or other free facil
ities for diagnosis, . preferably by paid 
visiting physicians. 

Visiting nurses to supervise home 
cases and their families; to do educa
tional work and to cooperate wit.h exist
ing agencies. 

Fresh-air rooms and preventoria for 
tuberculous and susceptible children. 

Pa teurization of all milk. 
"The e means ~hould be made use of 

in every community. Where state aid 
is lacking, volunteer organization 
should endeavor to fill the gap until 
state aid is secured," adds Dr. Murphy. 
"Wholesome food, milk from tubercu
lin-tested cattle, and personal hygiene 
will tend to protect the individual, but 
at present the chances for at least an 
accidental infection are much more fre
quent in the country than in the city. 
They will remain so until the country 
people regard the disease not as a per
sonal or family affair, but as a com
munity problem." 

MILK BACTERIA 
TO BE COUNTED 

The grading of all market milk ac
cording to bacterial content as well as 
butter fat is the next step in the solu
tion of the milk problem. At the same 
time all milk intended for human con
sumption should be pasteurized, labeled, 
and sold in bottles or other sealed con
tainers. 

Thelie were conclusions reached at 
the annual meeting of the American 
Public Health Association held Septem
ber 6-11 at Rochester, New York, says 
Dr. I. J. MurpQy, who attended the 
meeting as a delegate from the Minne
sota Public Health Association. That 
such regulations are practical has been 
demonstrated for several years in New 
York City and for a year throughout 
New York State. 

LACK OF CARE AN 
AID TO THE GERM 

Improper food, impure drinking 
water, lack of cleanliness, bad drainage, 
absence of sunshine, insufficient venti
lation, over work, exposure to ex
tremes of heat and cold-all of these 
contribute to loss by diseases among 
farm animals. They do not kill of 
themselves, but they weaken the ani
mal's powers of resistance against dis
ease germs. It is because of this fact 
that the germi! .of tuberculosis, of ar;i
thrax, of glanders, of black leg, of 
cholera, and of other diseases are able 
to get in their deadly work. 

Careful attention to food, water, 
drainage, the admission of sunshine 
and pure air, the need of rest, the pre
vention of exposure, therefore, means 
health to one's animals, and that means 
more money in pocket, 

The fall season is the time to see 
that provision is made for the comfort 
of the farm animals through the win
ter. Extension Bulletin No. 44 on 
"Barnyard Sanitation," by H. Preston 
Hoskins, University Farm, St. Paul, 
will help to solve many of the problems 
likely to come up in making prepara
tions for tlhe winter. 

Spray or wash the foliage of house
plants frequently, if you would keep 
them in good health. · 

Some varieties of the autumn-bear
ing strawberry have done very · well 
this fall on account of the moisture and 
favorable weather. 

GAIN IN SHELTER 
FOR BROOD SOWS 

The b'i:ood sow should have a com
fortable shelter in winter, says Bulle
tin No. 7, extension division, University 
Farm, St. Paul. Good shelter, prefer
ably in a cot well supplied with straw, 
will contribute to her well-being, and 
in that lies s trength for her offspring. 
The shelter should be placed a consider
able distance rrom her feeding place, 
in order that she may be compelled to 
take exercise. Her feed shou ld con
sist of bulky foods such as milk, roots 
and clover hay, and enough grain to 
keep bet· in good condition without 
causing her t.o put on fat. 

GRAIN SAVED BY 
FEEDING-FLOORS 

Those who have used feeding-floors 
for their hogs have found them to be 
~ood grain-savers, and concrete feed 
mg-floors are coming into favor. 

Such a floor should be 6 inches thick, 
and, if not laid against the barnyard 
pavement, should have a curb extend· 
ing from 12 to 1 inche below t.he sur
face of the ground. This will prevent 
the hogs from rooting under t.he floor. 
The floor should slope slightly toward 
one corn r in order to carry off rain, or 
water used in washm~. A rim around 
the outside edg will prevent grain 
from being pushed off into the mud. 

HOUSE-CLEANING 
FOR THE COW PAYS 

Before the dairy cow is taken from 
the pasture, the barn should be 
thoroughly and systematically cleaned, 
says G. W. Gehrand, of the dairy and 
animal husbandry division at the Min
nesota Experiment Station. All cob
webs should be brushed down and the 
walls and ceiling should be white
washed or painted some light color. 
Either whitewash or paint will give a 
clean surface and make the whole 
stab le look lighter and brighter. It 
might be well, too, to put in a few ex
tra windows. 

The dairy cow has had the freedom 
of the pasture and the fresh air of th,e 
fields fol' the last five months; she has 
practically maintained herself and pro
duced milk upon succulent feed; she 
will soon be returned to the barn 
where she will spend the greater part 
of each day. It should be the aim of 
every keeper to see to it that his cows 
are housed as comfortably as possible 
and provided wit.h a goodly quantity 
and variety of palatable feed that will 
nourish her abundantly and help her 
produce an even flow of milk. 

The right kind of a cow will repay 
with interest every cent invested for 
her comC01·t- for warmth, light, Yenti
lation, and feed. If she is not comfort
ably housed her returns will be cut 
down in proportion to her discomfort. 

COWS NEED MORE 
THAN PASTURE NOW 

The dairy farmer who keeps his cows 
too long on pasture in the fall suffers a 
loss. Pasturing too long causes a de
crease in milk production, and recovery 
is not secured by supplemental feeding 
lat.er. Supplemental feeding - with 
silage, if available- should begin at 
once. This will keep cows up to their 
best. in milk yield not only for the im
mediate future but through the winter. 

For feeding-floors concrete should be 
mixed in the proportion of l sack of 
Port.land cement, 2 cubic fe t of clean 
coarse sand, grad d up to one-fourth 
of an inch, and 3 cubic feet of hard 
durable gravel or brok n stone from 
one-fourth of an inch to one inch in 
diameter. Eleven . acks of cement will 
make enough concrete for 100 square 
f et of feeding-floor. The concrete 
should be thoroughly mix d and should 
contain enough water to make t.h mass 
quaky so that the concrete will flatten 
out of its own weight. It should be 
lightly tamped, howe\·er, then leveled 
off with a straight edge, and finished 
with a wooden float. The floor may be 
laid in slabs each 6 fe t squar , 2 inch PLOW WITH CARE·, 
lumb'er being used for forms. 

Feeding-floors Rhould be large enough THERE'S A REASON 
to give each hog 1 square feet of space. I 
HEALTH OF STOCK The chief reason for plowing is to 

I 
put the soil in shape t.o produce good 

IS WELL GUARDED crops. For best. results the plowing 
__ must be done at the right. time. Grain 

"St.ock-owners ·hould be more I Cr?PS in partic:ular ne~d generous sup-
familiar with Minne ota's method of phes _of readily available plant. food 
dealing with the mfect.ious diseases of early m the season. Th~refore, m t~e 
animals and with owners' rights and re- nortlnyest early fall-plowmg f_or gram 
sponsibilities under the Jaw," says Dr. crops is to be preferred. This allo~s 
M. H. Reynolds, chief of the vet rinary the needed ~hanges that take place m 
division, University of Minn sot.a, and loosene_d soil ~o get started ~arly and 
organizer of the state'. work against to contmue. until the isroun~ 1.s frozen. 
diseases of farm animals. The res~lt m productive soils 1s the ac-

"Minnesota carries on its work cumulation throughout the. c_ool f~ll 
against infectious diseases of domestic months of plant foo~ and this is easily 
animals through a state live stock sani- ~aken up by the gram plants the follow· 
tary board," continues Dr. Reynolds. mg sprmg. . 
"This board con ist of three live-stock For C?rn, black loam soils should _be 
men and two veterinarians. The board plowed !n the. fall. Qn the heav1~r 
members themselves receive no pay ex- clay soils sprmg plowmg for corn is 
cept for actual expenses and do no field often prefer~ble. 
work in person. The board establishes . Good plowmg means more than mak: 
general policies and is responsible for mg the field ap~ear bla<:k. It means 
administration of funds available for more than makmg stra1ght furrows. 
state work only. All field work is done However, !l good .. plowman usuall~ 
through a secretary and executive offi- makes straight f~n.ows ... In a well 
cer, not a member of the board, who is plo.~ed field the soil ~s ~tu red and pul
a veterinarian, and through a staff of veuzed to th~ depth 1~dicated as neces
field veterinarians, all of whom give sary by t~e kmd of s01l and the crop. to 
their entire time to the work. be grown, and the stubble and rubbish 

"The appropriation for each biennial ~re _completely turned under w:here 
· d · bout $108 000. A very large it will be out of the way and qmckly 

peno is ~ .• . . decomposed For most crops deep 
part of _th is goes direct!~ or md1rectly th . th · hallow plowing is the best' 
to the hve stock owners m the form of ra e! an 8 • 
reimbursements for live stock killed on practice. . .. 
account of infectious diseases, such as To ~o good work with a m_m1mum. of 
tuberculosis among cattle and glanders power, plows must be eqmpped with 
among horses, or for free veterinary properly shaped and sharpened shares. 
service ill fighting diseases which en- A goo.d share allows. a P!Ow to run true 
d e the welfare of the community and !it~le or no effort is necessary to 

ang r. .d f · hold 1t m place. 
9peratmg expe~ses ~~1 e rom these To turn under all rubbish a good 
items are very shght. jointer properly adjusted is necessary. 

PULLETS FOR EGGS 
No stubble or weeds are left sticking 
up between the furrows where a good 

IN COLO WEATHER jointer is used. 

"We must depend on ,;.,ell-matured 
pullets for the bulk of onr egg supply 
m cold weather," says C. E. Brown, 
poultryman at the Northwest Experi
ment Station, CTOpkston, in Bulletin 
No. 21 issued by the Extension Division 
of the Minnesota College of Agricul
ture. 

Pullets of the heavier breeds that 
have been hatched between April 1 and 
tihe midcVe of May, and those of the 
li~bter varieties hatched between the 
middle of May and the middle of June, 
adds Mr. Brown, will be mature enough 
by the first of October or NovembEor to 
begin laying, and, if they are properly 
cared for, should be good egg-producers. 

Special care is needed when pullets 
are first transferred to their winter 
quarters. If the chickens have been 
roosting in the open air through the 
summer and are suddenly transferred 
to close and stuffy quarters, they are 
almbst sure to contract colds or even 
roup. The windows and the door of 
the chicken house, therefore, should 
not be closed too tightly at night until 
severe weather sets in. 

Keep the plowshare properly shaped 
and sharpened. Use a jointer so that 
all rubbish is turned under completely. 
Increase the depth of plowing an inch 
or two each year for several seasons. 
-A. C. Arny, University Farm, St. 
Paul, Minn. 

CATTLE SUFFER 
FROM RH EU MA TISM 

Rheumatism among Minnesota cattle 
has caused farmers to appeal to the 
Minnesota College of Agriculture for 
suggestions as to treatment. "About 
the best the farmer can do for these 
cases," says Dr. M. H. Reynolds, 
Chief of the veterinary division,' ' is to 
rub the affected parts with stimulating 
liniments or to apply a hot steam pack. 
A suitabte cloth, woolen preferred, 
should be saturated with hot water or 
mild liniment. This should be wrapped 
around the affected joint. and, to pre
vent cooling, should be covered with a 
dry cloth over which should be placed a 
rubber cloth ." 

ITEIM: "'\N'"ORTH PRINTING 

NO. 19 

PROFIT IN GOOD 
SEED POT A TOES 

The right kind of potatoes bring bet
ter prices than the wrong kind, and the 
right kind can usually be grown with 
very little added trouble. 

The right kind of potatoes is the kind 
the public wants. To find out the taste 
of the public as to potatoes, D. E. Wil 
lard, of the Northern Pacific Railway 
Company not long ago made an extended 
investigation - in homes, hotels, restau
rants, and commission houses-from 
Chicago to the Pacific coast. He found 
the demand was for sound potatoes, of 
good flavor, medium size, and regular 
shape. He also found that such pota
toes commanded higher prices than 
mixed lots of large and small, diseased 
and sound, regularly and irregularly 
shaped potatoes. 

To grow the kind of potatoes the 
public wants, then, is the thing to do, 
an:l the way to begin is to plant the 
kind of potatoes you wish to grow. This 
means careful selection from the hills, 
obi;ierving the followin~ rules: 

Select only from hills in which a 
larger part of the potatoes answer the 
description mentioned. Potatoes from 
such hills are more certain to breed 
true to type. 

Select potatoes weighing from five to 
eight ounces. 

Use for seed no potatoes grown in 
fields showing a considerable amount of 
wilt or rosette. 

Avoid potatoes showing brown ring 
discolorations at the stem end. 

Save for planting no potatoes which 
are bruised, cracked, or decaying, or 
which show discolorations at stem end. 

Store carefully in moderately warm, 
dry and well ventilated place. 

Treat with corrosive sublimate four 
ounces to thirty gallons of water-for 
an hour and a half before planting. 

SIGNS OF GROWTH 
IN BUTTER-MAKING 

That Minnesota is growing toward 
higher rank in butter-production is 
shown by the fact that the demand for 
competent creamery managers is diffi
cult to meet. Several creameries last 
year had great difficulty in securing 
good men even at liberal alaries. 

The department of agriculture of the 
University of Minnesota, University 
Farm, St. Paul, is keeping in touch 
with the demand through its oairy 
school held every year under the super
vision of the dairy and animal husbandry 
division, of which T. L. Haecker is 
chief. Moreover, through this same 
agency it i endeavoring to meet the 
demand. 

The school will open this year on 
November and close December 4. It 
will offer courses in the making of but
ter, cheese, and ice cream; also a course 
in advanced creamery work, to fit ex-. 
perienced men to be better operators 
of iarge plants. R. M. Washburn will 
be in charge. 

BLEACHED OATS 
ARE CONDEMNED 

The United States department of 
agriculture has sent out a warning that 
the transportation and sale in inter
state commerce of damaged oats and 
oats of inferior quality which have 
been bleached or otherwise treated so 
as to conceal damage or inferiority, or 
of oats the weight of which has been 
increased by the addition of Wliter, will 
be regarded as in violation of the 
federal food and drugs act. Proceed
ings under the act will be instituted 
wherever sufficient evidence is ob
tained to justify such ·action. 

This warning is issued as the result 
of a request by the National Grain 
Dealers' Association that the depart
ment of agriculture define its position 
as to interstate commerce in oats 
bleached with sulphur dioxid, or con
taining added water due to the bleach
ing process. 

Andrew Boss, chief of the agronomy 
and farm management divieion at the 
Minnesota Experiment Station; and C. 
P. Bull, an associate of the same di
vision, think that few bleached oats 
are sold in Minnesota but they believe 

· that Minnesota farmers should know of 
the government's warning so as to be 
on the look out in case such oats should 
be shipped into the state. 

Let All The People Sing. 

Community singing was tried wtth 
success in Cloquet this last summer. 
The people of Cloquet gathered in 
Pinehurst Park, and, under proper di
rection, sang old and familiar songs. 
According to reports in the Pine Knot 
everybody liked the plan. 

If community singing is a good thing 
in summ~·, why not in winter? The 
school house, town hall, or some 
church suggests itself as a suitable 
place. 
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