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ORCHARD AND GARDEN 
NOTES 

Aurust 1-8 

A new strawberry bed may be set 
out in August. 

Perennials may. be sown now for next 
season 's flowers. 

Head lettuce should be shaded some 
at this time of year. The bright hot 
sun burns it .. 

Garden peas are easier to pick when 
grown on a trellis. Chicken wire is good 
t o use for this. 

Keep the seed pods off sweet peas 
and other flowers if foliage and flowers 
are wanted in perfection. 

Sow a cover crop in the orchard if it 
has not already been done. This will 
keep the snow from blowing off during 
the winter. 

Do not let Swiss chard get very large 
before using. It should be cut back to 
within about two inch~s of the ground 
at each cuttiag. 

Cut sweet peas early in the mnrning 
or late in the afternoon. Put in water, 
at once. Keep all flowers from going 
to seed if you want the plants to bloom 
well. 

Budding of apple, plum, and cherry 
trees may be done during August. This 
is a good way to get new trees. Trees 
may often be topworked by budding to 
advantage. 

Cut gladioli when two or three of the 
lower fl owers are in bloom, put in water 
change the water every day or two, 
snip off half an ineh or so of the stalk, 
and the flowers will open in the hous.e. 

The next meeting of the National 
Vegetable Growers' Association will be 
held at Cleveland, Ohio, September 7 to 
10. It will give an opportunity to see 
some of the best forcing houses and 
vegetable gardens in the country. -
LeRoy Cady, Associate Horticulturist, 
University Farm, St. Paul, Minn. 

ORCHARD AND GARDEN 
NOTES 

August 8-15 

Old-fashioned annuals and perennial 
a r e more in use this year than ever. 

Raspberries and strawberries mold 
very quickly if kept in a close place on 
hot, humid days. 

A good strain of hollyhock makes an 
excellent plant for a late summer screen 
at the rear of the house. 
It will soon be time to take up gera

niums and annuals to be grown in the 
house for winter flowers. 

Do not Jet any weeds ripen in the 
garden. One. weed may produce seed 
enough to cover a large part of the gar
den. 

Onions should not be allowed to get 
wet when being harvested, as this 
r oughens the skin and makes them un
sightly. 

The California poppy makes a fine 
annual for a bright sunny place. It 
now comes in several shades of white, 
orange, and red. 

Celery may be blanched by means of 
boards, paper, or drain tile. Earth is 
likely to cause decay if applied when 
the soil or foliage is wet. 

Plume poppy, or Bocconia cordata is 
an excellent perennial for the border. 
It is quite hardy, grows tall, and fits in 
well• with shrubbery.-LeRoy Cady, 
Associate Horticulturist, University 
Farm, St. Paul, Minn. 

READY FOR THE 
CHOLERA GERMS 

The State Hog Cholera Serum Plant 
is in a position to meet, by i.mmediate 
shipment, any probable demand, an
nounces M. H. Reynolds, chief of the 
Division of Veterinary Science of the 
Minnesota Experiment Station. Ar
rangements have been made, too, for 
the rapid distribution of serum in case 
of need. In each county one or more 
places have been designated.as storage 
centers. To storage agents at such 
places shipments are made immediately 
by express, C. O. D., whenever there 
is need. Serum that has been unopened, 
kept dark• and cold, will be taken back 
within three months and the cost re
funded. 

The serum plant reports that in June 
613 010 cubic centimeters were pro
du~ed and 108,515 cubic centimeters 
were distributed. 
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THE HOUSE-FLY 
OEA~S IN DEA TH 

"The house-fly is a distributor of 
death," says Dr. I. J. Murphy, of the 
Minnesota Public Health Association. 
"Long tolerated as a necessary nuis
ance, the fly is now regarded as un
necessary and as more than a nuisance, 
as a menace to life. Flies cause more 
deaths annually than do mad dogs, which 
all dread. Among the many diseases 
caused by flies, or s~read by flies, are 
diarrhea among babies (cholera infan
tum) and typhoid. 

"Filth, such as flies breed in, should 
be carefully removed, and, in addition, 
flies should be kept from carrying 
germs from unscreened closets, open 
spittoons, or uncovered garbage cans, 
into the house. Especially should fl ies 
be kept from the dining room and from 
all food stuffs not to be sterilized by 
cooking. This means a constant war
fare wi th the swatter, with tangle-foot, 
and, of course, the use of screens. 

' 'Two principal lines of attack are 
within the hands of most householde a. 
These are: Making infectious mate1 al 
inaccessible to flies, and keeping fies 
from contaminating food." 

DODGE HAY FEVER 
IN LAKE REGION. 

"Do hay fever victims really find 
complete relief in the Lake Superior 
region?" is a question frequently asked 
of the Minnesota Public Health associ
ation. Dr. H. E. Webster, for many 
years health officer of Duluth, answers 
the question in the affirmative, and 
gives reasons for doing so. He says: 

"Duluth has a special inflow of sum
mer guests from all parts of the 
southern and central states. They come 
about the middle of August-as invalids. 
You can recognize them by their 
sneezing. A few days later they are 
seen picnicking, boating, and have any
thing but the look of invalids. But 
they stay on, because if they go back 
to the south they get the 'fever'. 

"What cause the di ease and why 
the relief? The principal cause is the 
pollen of ragweed or goldenrod, which 
irritate the nasal mucous membranes. 
Fortunately, only a few have this 
idiosyncracy. People who suffer from 
bronchial asthma eem to be especially 
susceptible. Relief is !iecured princi
pally becau e the region is free, in part, 
from the causes, the pollen of ragweed 
or goldenrod, and the atmosphere is 
not contaminated with other dusts 
which tend to prolong the attack. Be
sides, cool days and cooler nights pro
mote sound sleep, increase the appetite 
add to comfort and cheer. The im
provement in the general health, no 
doubt, decreases susceptibility to the 
d\sease. '' 

PACKING APPLES 
REALLY AN ART 

BEST BARLEY FOR 
MINNESOTA FARMS 

According to a bulletin just issued by 
the Minnesota Experiment Station
"Barley Investigations," by C. P. Bull, 
the variety of barley that has given the 
best results under varietal tests is 
Manchuria (Minnesota No. 105), a 6-
rowed bearded barley. This barley, for 
the 13-year period from 1899 to 1911 in
clusive, gave an average yie ld of 48.2 
bushels to the acre. For a shorter 
period, however, Minnesota No. 184, a 
pure line selected from No. 105, gave a 
still larger yield. This was 48.8 bushels 
to the act·e for the years 1906 to 1910 
inclusive. 

The bulletin is the result of investi
gations begun by the Minnesota Ex
periment Station and the Bureau of 
Plant Industry of the United States 
Department of Agriculture in cooper
ation in 1898. The objects of the in
vestigations were to test the relative 
producin~ power and adaptability of 
commercial varieties and the yields of 
selected strains, and to improve, if pos
sible, by crossing and selection or by 
selection alone, some of the varieties 
already in us . The tests gave the re
sults recited in the foregoing paragraph. 
The work of improvement has as yet 
been rather inconclusive. 

The practical nature of the work may 
be seen from the fact that while the 
acreage of barley in Minnesota has 
nearly doubled since 19011 the average 
yield has fallen off and tne quality of 
the yield has not been so high as it 
might have been. The latter fault, 
however, seems to be the result of 
neglect in the period between cutting 
and marketing. 

Copies of the bulletin may be had by 
addressing the Office of Publications, 
University Farm, St. Paul. 

SERIOUS BUSINESS 

To Minnesota's Editors: 
The Minn~ote corn iluation is not 

one to cause hilarity. The ca e is by 
no means hopelee - there i no ne d 
for hanging crepe on the cornfield 
gate-but it i erious. Not only is 
the crop of lhi year in danger, but 
al o that of next ~ea r, for from the 
crop of lhi year must come the seed 
corn for next pring' planting. It is 
a mi Lake to think that th ere i enough 
of t he 1914 crop of seed corn left 
for use next pring. And Minnesota 
people all know now that it won't do 
to go south for eed corn, for s outh
ern corn do not ma ture early enough 
for Minnesota. Ther fo re, lhe thin g 
to do is to encourage farmers to 
select with unu ual care lhis fall, be
fore time for killing fro t . 

The situation is really critical. To 
impress the imperative need of care 
upon all corn-growers will be a huge 
task. The newspaper of the State, 
however, can turn the trick. The 
Pre.-;s News will endeavor to provide 
mn terial enough. Will YOU use it? 

Yours for co rn and continued pros
perity, 

Editor University Farm Press News, 
University farm, sit. Paul. 

SILO INSURES 
ltlE CORN CROP 

Most farmers fee l more or less anx
iety about their com crop this year, 
but those who feel the least anxiety 
are those on whose farms stand silos. 
The reason is simple. The silo makes 
it possible to save corn that might 
otherwise, owing to immaturity, be al
most wholly wasted. 

The farmer, therefore, who has been 
thinking of building a si lo should get 
into action, and the man who has not 
been thinking of building a silo, should 
think and act promptly. 

This is not to say that there is no 
hope of maturing the corn now grow
ing- not at a ll. It is to say, however, 
that the corn is much behind time in 
its progress toward maturity, and 
therefore in greater danger than usual 
of being caught by killin~ fros t s before 
it is wholly mature. A silo will prevent 
a total loss. 

Because farmers are thinking "silo" 
these days the following points as to 
silos are worth keeping in mind: 

The walls must be air-tight. 
The walls must be smooth inside. 
The best type of silo is round. 
The roof should be water-proof. 
The structure should be substantial. 

It has to stand much pressure. 
The cost should be from $2 to $5 for 

each ton of capacity, provided the total 
capacity is to exceed 100 tons. 

A silo 14 feet is diameter and 32 feet 
high will hold 100 tons. 

One hundred tons of silage will feed 
25 head of stock for 200 days. 

A silo should be placed as near as 
possible to the place at which the silage 
is to be fed, and should be on the least 
exposed side or end of the barn. 

Any type of good silo is a valuable 
adjunct to the farm equipment where 
there is live stock to feed. 

BEST TIME TO 
FILL THE SILO 

The best time to cut corn for the silo 
is when the ears are well ripened and 
before the leaves have become dry, 

I 
says A. C. Arny, of the Minnesota Ex
periment Station. 

This conclu ion has been reached as 
the result of experience. The early 
practice wa to cut corn whil it was 
still quite green. But analysis revealed 
the fact that the feed value increased 
as maturity of the plant approached, 
and the practice therefore changed, in 
some cases to the other extreme. The 

I 
best results, however, seem to be from 
corn cut as indicated. 

This year corn is backward. Fre
quent, shallow cultivati'Cms should be 
given it beyond the usual time in order 
to hasten development. With this and 
favorable corn weather through August 
and the first weeks of September, much 
of the corn should reach the dent stage 
before frosts come. 

If frosts should come before the corn 
has reached the dent stage, however, 
the best thing to do is to hurry the im
mature corn into the silo. The silo 
offers the best means of handlin.g im
mature corn. 

tJSE YOUR EYES 

NO. 15 

MONEY IN 
SEED CORN 

THIS YEAR 

There will be money in seed corn this 
year. 

If you have a field that is well on, 
better developed than the average, look 
to it well, and when the time comes to 
select seed corn-Seed Corn Week, 
which will be announced later-get in 
your seed corn. It will be in demand 
at high prices next spring. 

The fact that• corn is seriously behind 
time this year should not lead the far
mer to think that there will be no c~ll 
for seed corn selection this fall. The 
situation makes it all the more urgent 
that seed corn should be selected, if 
Minnesota is to grow corn next year. 
Minnesota needs Minnesota-grown seed 
corn, not seed corn from a southern 
state, forsouthern<grown seed corn does 
not mature early enough to meet Min
nesota conditions. 

The thing to do is to watch over the 
patches that are most likely to mature 
early enough to avoid frosts. If extra 
pains in the way of added cultivation 
will hasten development, do not spare 
the pains. Cultivate. 

Then get ready to select seed corn . 
Select seed corn from the best areas. 

Make ready a silo for the rest-that 
which is not likely to mature before 
"frost time." 
If you have any of last fall's supply 

of seed corn left, save it for next 
spring. 

POSSIBILITIES 
IN BUNDLE CORN 

To the farmer who does not feel able 
to build a silo and who is feeling anxious 
about the lateness of the corn crop this 
summer, there is satisfaction in the 
thought that bundle corn may be put 
up even after his crop has been hit by 
frost. If corn has been hit by frost, 
however, it should be put into bundles 
at once, says A. C. Arny, of the Min
nesota Experiment Station. Otherwise 
the leaves will fall off and much of the 
nutrient value lost. 

The following rules for the prepar
ation of bundlle corn are taken from 
Extension Bulletin No. 34, of the Min
nesota College of Agriculture. They 
apply to the putting up of corn under 
ordinary conditions, but will serve as a 
guide even for the conditions as they 
are now, except for the fact that in 
case of frost Mr. Arny's suggestion 
should be observed. • 

"The corn is cut as soon as the husks 
have turned white, although most of 
the leaves are still green. No greater 
calamity can befall the crop than to 
permit it to become over-ripe. The 
bundles are made rather large, and are 
placed in extremely large shocks. The 
bundles are i,iet as nearly perpendicular 
as possible, all the holes are filled, and 
the shock is well balanced. The shock 
when finished is drawn together with a 
good compressor and tied near the top 
with binding twine. The corn may be 
shocked when the bundles are wet with 
dew or rain, though it bas been found 
well to wait for evaporation if possible. 
The shocks are left in the field until 
ready to be fed . '' 

The Duchess and similar early va
rieties of apples must be picked before 
they are mellow, if they are to be 
shipped. Pick the apples carefully by 
hand into a clean basket, preferably 
one lined with burlap, and take to a 
cool shed or cellar to be packed. The 
standard apple barrel is the best pack
age for most of the Minnesota fruit . 

SUMMER "MUSTS" TO MAKE MONEY THESE THE DAYS 

''There are three steps in the packing 
of a barrel, "says W. G. Brierley of the 
Minnesota College of Agriculture. 
"The first is the facing; second, the 
filling; and third, the tailing. After 
the bottom is taken out and the nails 
flattened, well-graded apples, which 
are representative of the barrel, are 
arranged in rings, stems down, on the 
face head of the inverted barrel. They 
should fit closely. After this layer is 
in place, a second can be put in or not, 
as desired. Fill the rest of the ,barrel 
with well-graded fruit. After each 
half-bushel is added, shake the barrel 
gently but firmly to settle the fruit and 
to fill all spaces. When the fruit is 
within about two inches of the top. 
even off and then finish the pack, called 
tailing, by building up the end two or 
more inches above the chimes. Put 
the cover on, with or without a cushion, 
and then use a press to force the cover 
into place. Do not neglect to do this 
thoroly because apples shrink, and unless 
tightly packed they will bruise, badly. 
Some of the fruit will Be bruised but 
not so much as if packed loosely. Nai l 
the head securely, and mark on it the 
name of the variety, the grade and 
your own name. Market as soon as 
possible." 

Some growers of head lettuce main
tain that it costs from three to five 
times as much to grow head lettuce as 
the loose-leaf sorts. 

Potato-growers should send to the 
Division of Publicafoms, Washington, 
D. C., for Bulletin 195, Potato Breed
ing and Selection, by Wi lliam Stuart. 

FOR POULTRYYARD 

By November 1, 1915, :Minnesota's 
160,000 farms will have 16,000,000 hens. 
Count 'em, 16,000,000. N. E. Chap
man of the Agricultural Extension 
Division, University of Minnesota, is 
authority for the statement. If these 
16,000,000 hens lay an average of a 
dozen eggs each month, and the aver
age !!larket price for November is main
tained, the income of Minnesota's far
mers from eggs alone in November 
should be about $5,000,000. 

'1f the farmer is going to get his 
share of this tidy sum, he must do cer-
tain things: · 

He must keep his hens in good health, 
providing coops that are clean and well 
ventilated, and allowing the chickens 
the run of orchard or pas~ure through 
the day. 

He must feed his hens well for growth 
and development. They should go to 
roost with crops well filled with whole
so~e grains, after returning from the 
range, and plenty of skim milk land 
water should be available through the 
day. 

He must see that his hens have shade 
in which to rest. If trees and shrubs 
are not plentiful, burlap or gunny sack 
shades should be put up. 

He must keep his broody hens in airy 
coops and feed and water them well. 
They will recover from their broodiness 
in five or ten days. 

He must gather his eggs daily and 
market them at least twice a week. 

Dahlias should be thinned to one or 
two caneiil from each root, and staked. 
Stakes should be set about the time the 
bulbs are planted. Cutting out the 
extra canes and thinning some of the 
laterals gives better flowers. 

EVERY ITE1": '\N"ORTH 

"Study your crops, as you walk over 
your f arm. lt will pay." So says M. 
J. Thompson, superintendent of the 
Northeast Demonstration Farm and 
Experiment Station, at Duluth. "In 
looking over the different varieties of 
oats recently, I noticed that certain 
popular varieties made four or five 
stools while Minnesota No. 295 and 281 
made as many as eleven. Again, Min
nesota No. 105 barley in a field recently 
observed showed a remarkable unifor
mity of three and four stools to the 
plant. 

"Grass seedings are worthy of study 
at this season, too. Pasture grass 
mixtures sown among the stumps at 
the rate of 6 pounds to the acre are 
making a splendid sod. Yet very fre
quently much larger amounts are sown, 
which is apparently unnecessary. 
Meadow- seedings were cut to an aver
age of 11 pounds to the acre on clay 
land. With clover at present prices, 
the cut of 3 pounds from the average 
means a considerable saving. 

"Are there any green ash, basswood, 
or other hardwood stumps on your 
place? A little work with the ax in 
August may save years in disposing of 
these stumps. Then, if you are clear

·ing land this summer, you can get ahead 
of possible delays in the spring by 
putting in fall rye and timothy this fa ll 
and following this up with a sowing of 
clover in the spring. In this way your 
land will be in better shape, you will 
save time, and have a better chance 
for a crop. 

''Potatoes are coming on splendidly. 
but watch the crop closely. If any 
wilting or yellowing of the leaves is 
noticed, investigate at once. Fusarium 
wilt may be present. 

"But-it pays to keep one's eyes open 
and one's mind 'on the job' all the time." 

PRINTING 

TO WATCH WEEDS 

This is the time when the weeds steal 
a march on the farmer, if he is not on 
the watch. ·"So," says W. L. Oswald 
of the Minnesota Seed Laboratory, 
"now is the time to become familiar with 
the weeds growing on your farm. Do 
not wait until a weed has infested a 
large area before you fi nd out what it 
is- whether it is a 'bad' weed or not
or before you have discovered some 
method of eradication. If you need as
sistance in this, the Seed Laboratory, 
University Farm, St. Paul, Minn. , will 
make weed determinations for you. All 
you have to do is to send in specimens. 
If more than one specimen is sent in, 
each should be numbered, and a corres
ponding specimen similarly numbered 
should be kept by the sender. Then 
the Laboratory can reply without hav
ing to return the specimen. In sending 
specimens care should be taken to send 
the whole plant. Use the mails. Wrap 
your specimens carefully and seoo im
mediately before they have a chance to 
dry out." 

I QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS I 
What t!auses ropy cream and milk?

Farmer, North Branch, Minn. 
Ropy cream or milk is caused by a 

germ. The germ may come frc•m a 
dusty stable or a stagnant pool of 
water through which a cow has waded. 
The difficulty may frequently be reme
died by thoroughly scraping the dried 
manure from the barn and then white
washing the interior, and by a thorough 
scalding of all pails, cans, and the 
separator.-R. M. Washburn, Univer
sity Farm, St. Paul. 
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