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To Editors. 
The University Farm Press N ews 
prepared with a sole v iew to the 
e of t he matter in its co lu mns by 
e editors of Minnesota papers. lt 
s no subscription list, and is not 
nt to farmers. T he endeavor is to 

its five co lumns with short arti
s relating to various phases of rural 

e and industry - articles which 
ery intelligent farmer will read with 
tisfaction, but which we want him 

read in y our paper, not in ours. 
ou are at liberty to use the articles 
th or without credit or name of 
thor-as editorial or as clippings, 
t as y ou may prefer. 

W asted Eggs. 
wo eggs out of every dozen laid by 

nnesota hens may be said to drop 
ough holes in the farmer's basket 
ore they reach a marlcet. In other 
ds, while the hen sees to it that 
ry egg she lays is worth taking 
e of, the farmer takes proper care 
nly ten. The aggregate loss from 
cause reaches over a million dol

s annually. Nearly all those eggs 
y be saved by a better arrangement 
poultry-houses, a better system in 

llecting eggs, and by co-operation in 
..ick marketing. Several egg asso
ations are showing us how to do it, 
d some day nearly all that million 
liars will nestle in the farmer 's 

of going to waste.-

Poultry Exhibitions. 

T he Man and The Farm. 
Farmfug is, fortunately for the 

world, one of those occupations the 
satisfactions of which do not depend 
on the amount of money to be made 
in a year. There is, first, the satis
faction which comes from the own
ership of a tract of land. It is the 
most stable of investments, and a 
safeguard against numberless anxie
ties. If, to the skill of the agricul
turist, the farmer adds the taste of an 
artist, he may find a joy in so direct
ing the forces of nature along the 
lines of beauty as to make of his 
farmstead and fields a series of pic
tures more alluring than can be found 
in any gallery. Not a few men have 
found in this indulgence of the art 
instinct an enjoyment which the mil
lionaire might covet Broad fields are 
better nurseries for high thought than 
contracted city offices. Nature-study 
uplifts the man as can no other study 
save that of Divinity. Opportunities 
for scientific investigation offer them
selves in every soil, plant, insect, and 
type of animal life to be found on the 
land. The n.pplication of the results 
of such investigation to the practical 
work of the farm-yoking Science 
with Labor-dignifies the worlc while 
multiplying its rewards. The farmer 
it is, of all men, who can best afford 
to put aside all thought of mere 
mone y-getting, and devote himself to 
large living. 'rhe money-getting in
stinct is, as a rule, belitlling, and this 
belittlement the farmer can, the easi
est of all, escape. The size of the 
farm does not limit the growth of the 
man. The man who, on eighty acres, 
gives himself to high thought and pur
poses, and large living, will easily 
outrank, in intellectual power and so
cial influence, the mere money-seelcer 
on a farm many times larger. It isn't 
the s ize of the farm, but the quality 
of the farmer 's manhood, which de
termines his place in the community. 
-C. R. Barns, Extension Division, 
Minn. College of Agriculture. 

When to Thresh. 
'An exhibition of poul try at a County 

Tlie last sheaf of the harvest is 
tir can easily be made one of the 
ost attractive features-one which hardly in shock before a number of 

•ill add many dollars to the gate re- farmers are anxious to thresh ; and 
seldom a season passes that some 

eipts-if sufficient a ttention is given 
~ the arrangement of the coops, the 
Jassification of breeds, and the facil
ties for inspection. And the poultry 
nd egg business has now acquired 
ch importance that it is well worth 
hile for Agricultural Societies to 

to it that the hen be given a fair 
1 at the "show," in competition 
h the hog, sheep and cow. She 
ms likely to give all these a close 
e in the value of her product. The 
ber of. men and women who yield 

farmer in the community doesn' t find 
h imself in a quandary to know when 
is the best t ime to thresh. 

There are many things that may 
be said, both for and against shock
threshing and stack-threshing; and, in 
deciding what to do, the farmer must 
be guided largely by his particular 
case and the conditions to be met. 

Killing Friends and Feeding 
Enemies. 

By C. R. Borns, Extension D ivision, Minn. 

College o f Agriculture. 

Every time a gun is fired which 
brings down an owl, a hawk, a crow, 
crane, heron, bittern or shrike, the 
farmer loses a friend; and a note of 
welcome is sounded for the ever-in
creasing army of field-mice-an army 
which now counts its numbers in bil
lions, and which yearly levies upon the 
farmers of the United States a tax 
greater than the pension roll, as great 
as the cost of the Panama Canal. For 
these birds are the natural enemies of 
the mice-they are the foremost of the 
agencies with which Nature has pro
posed to keep the multiplication of 
these predatory rodents within bounds. 

Almost as inviting to the mice is the 
welcome sounded whenever the gun 
brings down a fox, a weasel, a minlc, a 
slmnk, raccoon, coyote, lynx, badger 
or shrew. Except for an occasional 
tribute levied on the hen-roost-some
thing against which it is easy to guaTd 
-all these animals are harmless, and 
they find in mice their natural food. 
In the same category may oe placed a 
great number of harmless snakes. 

If these birds and animals should be 
allowed to multiply unmolested, the 
farmers and the nation might soon be 
eased of the awful burden now carried 
to support the predatory army of mice. 
Lest the figures above may fail to im
press the reader 's imagination, let it 
be said that each mouse actually con
sumes in a year thirty pounds of food, 
such as is suitable for a cow. Suppose 
this food to consist of hay only-one 
of the cheapest of feeds. We then 
fi nd that a single billion of mice, eat
ing thirty pounds each, will consume 
15,000,000 tons. At $12 a ton, the con
t ribution of the farms to the support 
of the mice would foot up $180,000,000 
a year. But what of t he grain, the 
frnit and the garden vegetables con
sumed? What of the costly orchards 
girdled a.nd ruined by mice? Who will 
venture to say that the destruction 
wrought in these will not over-balance 
the value of 15,000,000 tons of mere 
hay? 

Two years ago, an unfortunate Wis
consin orchardist found that all the 
trees in his apple-orchard-an orchard 
which by painstaking endeavor had 
been brought to such a degree of pro
ductivity as to be capable of yielding 

Make Large Shocks. 
An early fall seems to be coming. 

This means that the fodder-corn will 
have to stand in the field and be sub-

Garden and Orchard Notes 
for AuguSl. 

ject to all the adverse conditions of By LeRoy Cady, H orticultural D ivision, Minn. 

the fall season. It will be necessary, 
therefore, to use care in setting up 
the shocks. Rather large shocks will 
expose less surface to the weather. 
The band should be placed high and 
drawn tight. If necessary to hold the 
stalks all firmly to the shock, two 
bands should be used. After the corn 
is field-cured the shoclrs may be reset, 
combining two, three or more into one. 
This has been found practical, and it 
will add much to the value of the 
fodder .-C. P. Bull, Minn. College of 
Agriculture. 

Late Corn · Cultivation . 
In sections where the drouth is se

vere, it will pay to go through the 
cornfield with a one-horse cultivator, 
even if the ears are pretty well devel
oped. Corn should be a cultivated 
crop in every sense of the word.-C. 
P. Bull. 

Seasonable Veterinary Notes. 

By Dr: M. H . Reynolds, Minneso ta Univer

sity Form. 

Farmers will soon be feeding new 
hay and new grain. Change from the 
old to the · new should be made grad
ually. 

Overheating is to be avoided by 
cautious working and careful watching 
of working horses; with shade and wa
ter at intervals, if possible. 

If your horse gQes down, sprinkle 
him all over with cold water, especial
ly t he head, neck, and back; and give 
four to six ounces of whiskey, in pint 
of water. 

Loolc out for the horse that seems 
"a little off" when he comes out of the 
stable. Be very careful of the horse 
that tires easily and that does not 
seem just right. 

When a horse suddenly quits sweat-
ing on a hot day, or shows any unusual 
symptoms, he should be taken to shade 
as soon as possible, given a drink, and 
freely sprinkled with water. 

College of Airricu lture. 

Mushroom beds may soon be start
ed in old caves or cellars. 

Freesia refracta alba is a small, in
expensive bulb, that can be grown in 
a cool room. · 

Rosa Rugosa (Japanese rose) is still 
in bloom, and is also adding its bright
colored hips to the beauty of the 
garden. 

Keep cut fiowers or bright leaves and 
berried branches in the rooms. They 
add a charm and cheerfulness to any 
room. 

Locate vines of bitter-sW1eet and 
fruiting grapes, that you wish to ~ove 
from the woods to that porch or arbor 
next spring. 

Prune out old canes of raspberries 
and blackberries, and burn them. 
Thin the hills to three or four shoots. 
Cultivate, and add some manure to 
the soil. 

Send to a few seed-houses for cata
logs of bulbs, and order a few tulips, 
hyacinths and daffodils, both for win
ter fiowers and to plant outside. 

Do not let any weed go to seed in 
the orchard or garden. It's easier to 
kill the one plant than the hundred 
coming from it next year. 

Some of the hardy perennials, such 
as phlox, hollyhocks and foxglove, may 
be set out this month, but it is usual
ly safer to wait until spring. 

Iris may be safely moved and plant
ed this month. There are many varie
ties, of easy culture, that add much 
to the beauty of the garden. 

August begins the apple and pluiµ 
harvest. The grower who sprayed his 
trees well this spring is enjoying a 
crop of clean, marketable fruit. 

Keep all windfall apples and plums 
off the ground. They often have 
dropped because they are diseased or 
have insects in them. Feed to the 
pigs or burn. 

Strawberry plants may be set this 
month, if the ground is moist and the 
weather cool for a few days. They 
are worth trying if you failed to set a 
bed this spring. 

Notice the quantity of bright-berried 
plants growing wild, and mark a few 
of the most attractive plants to move 
into the home yard next spring. The 
high-bush cranberry and black haw 
are at their best now. Elderberries, 
red and black, are also fruiting well 
this year. Wild cherries, plums and 
apples are also fruiting well. 

er fascinations, and go into poultry
ing, increases yearly; and they are 

itled to consideration in giving to 
poultry exhibitions the greatest 

sible educative value. 

Shock threshing appeals to many 
farmers, from the fact that when it is 
over the1·e is nothing to hinder tak
ing up the general fall work and has
tening its completion without delay. 
Others are favorable to stack-thresh
ing ; but, having had variable success 
in getting their grain well staclced in 
previous seasons, they are inclined to 
favor shock-threshing. 

If shock-threshing is really prac
tical, it will be found so upon either 
the large farm, where there is ample 
help to carry on the work, or where 
t hr ee or four farmers can co-operate 
and supply the necessary help. No 
attemp t should be made to start a run 
of more than six to eight days of 
steady threshing; as this will usually 
occupy about two weeks, and possibly 
longer. A longer run would mean 
tha t the grain of the last farmer to be 
threshed for would be exposed to 
more or Jess rain; and, no matter how 
well shoclced some damage is bound 
to result. With shock-threshing, the 
grain must sweat in the bin; and, 
where threshing rs resumed too soon 
after a rain, serious damage to its 
quality is bound to occur. The most 
satisfactory way to apportion the pos
sible damages in shoclr-threshing 
among a group of four or five farms is 
to start in and thresh a full day on 
each farm and then complete the 
threshing dn these farms, taking them 

$8,000 a year-had been girdled and The Veterinary Division of the State 
killed by mice working under the snow. Experiment Station will demonstrate 
And this is how the mice gained the the use of hog cholera serum, so far 
numbers and audacity which enabled as possible, wherever desired in the 
them to accomplish such a work of hog-growing sections. 

Cut Seed Corn. 
Don' t forget to cut all corn intended 

for seed purposes just as soon as the 
ears are well dented. The stalk may 
seem a trifie green, but the seed will ounty Fair officials applying to the 

ension Division, Minnesota College 
griculture, will be cheerfully fur
ed with suggestions and aid in 

king their poultry exhibitions a t-

\ctive.-C._R_. _B_. ___ _ 

f 
!>ys' Judging Contest at the 

State Fair. 
new educational feature will be 

reduced at the Minnesota State 
ir this year, in the form of a Con
t between boys, under 21 years of 
, in judging live stock, wheat and 
n. Eleven prizes will be awarded, 
the form of scholarships in the 
ools of Agriculture at St. Anthony 
k, Crookston and Morris-the 
ner of each prize to choose his 
ool. The prizes (to be paid in 

) amount in the aggregate oo 
; ranging from $25 to $100 each. 

n the ability of the farmer to cor-

tly measure, by inspection, the 
parative value of different indi

ual horses, cattle or swine, and to 
~dge correctly of the quality of dif-
erent samples of seed-corn or wheat, 
epends in a large measure bis suc
ess or failure in the conduct of his 
arm. Hence the importance attached 
Y agricultural instructors to the cul
ivation of such ability, and the recog
ition the art now receives from the 

"air management. For full informa
ion as to terms of competition, ad
ress "Secretary of the State Agricul
ural Society, Fair Grounds, St. Paul, 
inn." 

in r everse order. . 
Stack-threshing may appear a tnfie 

more expensive than shoclr thres~ng; 
but it has in return several tbmgs 
which commend it to the small farm
er or to the farmer who is following 
di~ersified farming. Stack-threshed 
grain will usually bring a premium of 
one to two cents per bushel ov_er the 
average of shock-threshed gram'. be
cause of its better color and weight. 
The threshing usually takes place af
ter many of the fall rains are ove~; 
and, as a consequence, the straw ~s 
saved in much better shape, and is 
far more useful for feeding. 

Experience has shown that the 
chances of waste and damage ~re 
more numerous with shoclc-threshmg 
than with stack-threshing, and . as a~l 
cannot be first in shock-threshmg, it 
is well not to forget how to build a 
good grain st.ack.-0: M. Olson, Ex
tension Divis10n, Mmn. College of 
Agriculture. 

ruin: 
"Nailed to his barn door was the 

carcass of an owl which he bad shot 
and nailed up as a warning to others 
of its kind. In the stomach of that 
owl, which was opened in the presence 
of the stricken circhardman by an ex
pert of the Federal Biological Survey, 
were found the remains of nine field 
mice. That owl, a real benefactor, had 
been destroyed by the man whose 
orchard he hag been striving, with all 
a gourmand's energy to conserve. 

" 'He was a friend and a fellow worlr 
er and yet you lcilled him,' said the 
scientii;;t as he turned to the orchard
man. 'He came here to eat the field 
mice and to try to save your orchard. 
He was dining well and he would have 
called friends and family to his assist
ance if he had been left alive. Your 
trees are gone and you have yourself 
to blame for the loss. Hawks and 
owls are the orchardman's assistants 
and you couldn't do any better than to 
start a new orchard and start at the 
same time propagation houses for the 
growing of those species of birds.' " 

This particular instance of the cost
liness of the warfare waged against 
the birds and animals which prey upon 
mice is more striking because the loss 
was concentrated upon a single indi
vidual. But that is a poor agricultural 
township indeed, where the loss to the 
whole number of farmers, from the 
same cause, does not aggregate $8,000 

a year. 

Late sewings of spinach, lettuce and 
Swiss chard may be made now. 

fill out and cure properly in the shock. 
Hog-cholera is being reported al- Corn cut in this way will have better 

ready. -This is the season for the 
farmer, who has heavy interests in 
hogs, to look up the question of vac
cination; get informed, and be ready 
for trouble. 

If your cow has obstructed teats, be 
very cautious iabout inserting milk 
tubes, probes, or quills. Nothing of 
the kind should be inserted in a cow's 
teat, excepting as a last resort; and 
then only with the most extreme care 
and cleanfiness. 

color, better luster and better vital
ity than when left on the standing 
stalk to mature. A killing frost 
should not strike the corn before it is 
in the shock.-C. P. Bull. 

Saving by Co-Operation. 
The saving effected by the Litch

field co-operative live-stock associa
tion in the marketing of bogs has 
averaged about 50 cents per hundred 
weight, as compared with sales ef
fected outside the association. If all 

The causes of over-heating lie first the live stocl;: of the State were sold 
in the condition of the horse that is on a similaT basis, it would mean a 
"a little off," then in extreme heat; 
fatigue; lac!;: of water; and humidity 
of the atmosphere. Long standing
still in the hot sun seems more 0.an-
gerous than moving about. 

Don't "dope" your barbed wire or 
other cuts on stock. It is far better 
in most cases for farmers to merely 
protect from flies, leave wounds alone, 
and give them a chance to heal. This 
cleanliness and let-alone policy is in
definitely better, in ordinary wounds, 
than most of the common treatments 
used. Farmers who try it will be sur
prised at the results in ordinary cases. 
Ordinary cuts and torn wounds, that 
drain freely, as a rule need very little 
washing. Most wounds that are doped 
heal in spite of the treatment-not be
cause of it. 

saving to the producers of about $1,-
500,000 annually. But this figure re
fers to the product of live stock under 
present conditions only. The business 
of stock-raising is still in its infancy 
in Minnesota. Next to dairying it is 
destined to be, probably, t he largest 
agricultural interest in our State. 
Destiny so writes in the fact that the 
grasses and feed-crops, which are the 
basis of all successful animal hus
bandry, here find their natural home, 
their richest development. There
fore, efficient organization among 
stock-raisers means the saving to them 
not merely of $1,500,000 annually, 
which now goes into the pockets of 
middlemen, but of many times that 
amount when, as a stock-growing 
region, Minnesota shall have "come to 
ber own.''-C. R. B. 


	magr33695

