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PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS 

by Lawrence Bachman 

... What lessons can we learn from last year's 
experience? Perhaps the greatest one is to operate 
conservatively. That's a big word which has a 
pretty significant meaning. Let's see what our 
friend Webster has to say about it. He says to con
serve is to: preserve, to keep from injury, decay, 
loss or destruction or premature consumption. I 
say again it's time we operate conservatively. If 
we are to prevent future loss or destruction or 
premature consumption of our businesses we had 
better take stock pretty soon. 

Look around you. Did you or your competitor 
sell out just because you dropped your rose prices 
to less than half? Even if you did, was the margm 
of profit so great that it was worth it? Didn't you 
donate an awful lot of service with each rose you 
sold? Is the answer to start next season off with 
cut- price items? I've heard some of you say that's 
what you intend to do. I hope you'll reconsider. 
I'd rather see you start with a few less plants and 
continue to maintain quality . I'll bet every whole
saler in the room would rather you would, too. 
Let's wake up; let's sell quality instead of price. 

There will always be a need for promotions 
and for sales inducements. They may take the 
form of reduced price, or combination sales of 
compatible merchandise or some firms may es
tablish an annual or traditional promotion. Here 
you are limited only by your imagination ... 

... More people are thinking of trees, shrubs 
and evergreens as a necessity rather than a frill. 
We still have a long w~y to go, though. Perhaps 
we will be given some new insight into how we can 
sell our services to the homeowner by Mr. Cerny 
in his talk later this morning. This is one place in 
which I hope our association can help out in the 
future. It would seem logical to me that our asso
ciation should someday underwrite an educat10nal 
program. That is, one in which we sell new home
owners and old homeowners for that matter on the 
benefits to be derived from nicely landscaped sur
roundings. It might be done by use of a nice bro
chure to be distributed to home loan agencies, 
building architects, finance companies, lumber 
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and building supply people, etc . Perhaps all we 
need to do is to organize a committee to see to it 
that some of the excellent films prepared by the 
market development and research committee of 
the A. A. N. receive wider distribution. A couple 
of these deal beautifully with the subject and de
serve much greater attention than a lot of us are 
giving them. 

There's lots of work ahead. Much of it lies in 
the area of educating the buyer to appreciate and 
understand our products; however, I still feel the 
job of education must first be done at home. We 
must learn to place proper values on our products 
and services ourselves before we can sell anyone 
else on their worth. 

What else lies ahead for us? Surely there is 
no lack of work in evidence . Even if there is a slow
up in home building, it will be years before we have 
caught up with those who seek our services. There 
is no indication of any slowing up of commercial 
and industrial construction. And here lies a whole 
new field for us to conquer . We've done just enough 
ground work in this area to insure a bright future 
ahead. Most of the industrial development is taking 
place in the suburbs on spacious grounds just beg
ging to be planted. 

What of the new highway program? I say new, 
because that's what it is here in Minnesota; but 
look to some other states that have long ago com
pleted their thruways. What has it done for them? 
Not only do most of these new projects include sub
stantial amounts of plant material, but in the space 
of a few short years following their completion, 
motels, restaurants, service stations and in time 
whole communities spring up alongside of these 
super-highways. All these places require plantings, 
too. No, the future looks bright and the wise nurs
eryman will do well to anticipate th1s market. 

We can also look forward to many prOJects 
such as the lower loop redevelopment project of 
Minneapolis, of which we will hear more Leday. 
If these projects work out as planned they will be 
followed to some degree in cities and towns of all 
s1zcs over our state. They will include the usc of 
much plant material, too. There will be problems 
t.o overcome, to be sure, but a big market for our 
goods and services lies just ahead. Economists 



are not overly optomistic, but if we operate con
servatively, we have no need to worry. 

There has been considerable activity in asso
ciation matters this past year . We have held a pre
liminary meeting with the University staff, officials 
of the electric utilities, and our nursery industry 
to attempt to come up with a recommended list of 
tre t suitable for street planting under power line 
installations . This work will be carried further this 
summer in cooperation with the National Shade 
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Tree Conference at its annual meeting which is to 
be held in Minneapolis this coming year . We will 
hear more details of this important convention 
later on. 

We are deeply indebted to the staff of the Horti
culture Department, to Northrup King and Co. and 
to the J. V . Bailey Nurseries for their parts in a 
ve1y successful two-day suuuut!I' lllt!t!ting . . . 

The division of plant industry has had a busy 
year, too .... They have kept our association post
ed on several of their projects this year because 
of our concern and interest in them . They discuss
ed with us what approach they intended to take on 
the matter of Dutch Elm disease . It was the deci
sion of your board of directors that we give our full 
support to the program they inaugurated this year. 

They have held a series of meetings with the 
various chapters of the Minnesota League of Munic
ipalities to tell the Dutch Elm disease story. These 
leagues are composed of the mayor and council 
members, and park people, etc., in any community. 
The programs were designed to tell the whole story 
of the disease. They didn't conduct them on a scare 
basis at all. Inevitably some of the sensationalism 
which we have tried so hard to avoid enters into 
some of these meetings but we are indeed gratified 
to know that no meetings ever ended with anyone 
thmking the only way out is to eradicate and stop 
producing elm trees. These meetings have alerted 
the town officials of the potential of the disease, 
appraised them of its present location, spelled out 
what can and must be done to cope with it if it ever 
reaches this state and oullined an economical con
trol program and a sane approach to continued 
street planting programs. We cannot ask for more. 
This kind of program deserves our whole-hearted 
support and we should avail ourselves of the op
portunity to schedule such a meeting for our own 
community if it has not already been done. 

One further, a very important step remains 
unfinished at this time but should be completed 
soon. Your association has urged that a bulletin be 
published by the University of Minnesota for dis
tribution to the general public upon request, telling 
the complete story of the disease exactly along the 
lines of the meetings I have just described . . .. 

Your legislative committee has been working 
hard to assist in strengthening the existing Plant 
Pest Act and they will report later on some areas 
which are felt need further clarification. 

Dr. Donald Coe and Vincent Bailey attended 
the National Conference on Interstate Regulatory 
Relations which was held in Chicago, October 27th 
and 28th of this year and a report of the activities 

was made to us. We undoubtedly will hear more of 
this meeting from one of them. 

Our legislative committee is still working for 
an opportunity to have rescinded a discriminatory 
tax. law which could well affect all growing nursery 
stock in our fields. When such an opportunity pre
sents itself, appropriate action will be taken. 

We are still hopeful, but not optimistic about 
finding someone interested in assuming the task 
on a part-time basis of secretary-treasurer and 
program director for the association. Several 
names have been suggested and these people have 
been approached but no interest can be generated 
yet. Of course no action can be taken on this mat
ter until it is approved by a majority vote, but 
many of us are convinced we could financially sup
port someone who could do this job on a limited 
part-bme basis. It is a big, thankless job and we 
should be exceedingly grateful for the efforts that 
Ed Reid has put forth in executing his duties as 
secretary-treasurer these past years . Let's keep 
right on looking, and when you think of a name, 
let's pass it along to our next slate of officers for 
any action they might see Ht to take. 

Miracles are not wrought over night, so let's 
not give up on our fight to separate bids for land
scape plantings of highways from the main contacts 
for their construction. Let's study how this was 
accomplished in other states and make a rPnPwerl 
effort to get action taken here. Perhaps this fight 
should not be limited to just highway construction 
for we see it being done more often in taking bids 
for new construction of public buildings and often 
on commercial buildings as well. This cannot be 
as desirable as negotiation for separate bids on 
this work for obvious reasons ...... . 

.. . It's been a busy year. Hectic, would come 
closer to describing it, but it's been an experience 
from which we can gain great strength. Look back 
just long enough to know where the mistakes were 
made and then look ahead to bigger and better 
things to come .... 

ARBORETUM NOTES: 

This section of the Newsletter will be devoted 
to new materials and cultural recommendations 
for ornamental plants. Watch the next issue for 
this interesting feature. 

STORAGE OF NURSERY STOCK 

by Vincent Bailey 

When talking about storage of deciduous plant 
materials, we arc inclined to think in terms of 
keeping them over winter. I, too, will be talking 
of the problems as we normally refer to them in 
winter storage. But let me make it clear that most 
of the conditions needed for long-term holding of 
plant mate rial in a viable condition are just as im
po rtant for the man who holds a plant for a day, a 
week, or a month. We are dealing with a perishable 
commodity. and if subjected to adverse conditions 
for even a short time, its viability may be reduced. 



There are many methods of holding plant mate
rial in good condition from the time it is removed 
from the ground where it was grown until it is 
placed in its final location in the landscape or or
chard. For short-time holding it might be "heeled 
in, 11 but this method should be used only in extreme 
cases. Plants may also be placed in cans or pots 
until used in the final landscape. 

Let us consider only the placing of the plant 
inside a building. This builcling may be below 
ground or above ground. With modern construction 
methods it makes little difference. 

Our two main objectives are: first, to prevent 
growth and second, to prevent drying of the roots 
and tops . This is reducing our problem to its very 
simplest form. We must prevent fungus and me
chanical injury, but if we do a good job on the first 
two, the others will be minor . These objectives 
may seem elementary and hardly worth mentioning, 
but after all they are the two things we are trying 
to do in storage. It seems quite simple: prevent 
drying and prevent growth. 

In the past, most storage was placed under
ground. Moist shingle tow was placed around the 
roots and humidity of the area was rather easily 
held to a satisfactory level. A ventilation system 
was usually installed to be used as an aid in holding 
the temperature down. This was operated on cool 
nights in the fall and spring. Our storages built 
from 1920 to 1950 all had mechanical ventilation 
and have given very satisfactory results. I review 
these methods used up to 1950 as background for 
our thinking and looking for something better. 
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Technological development has been extremely 
rapid in recent years, and with the placing on the 
market by Minneapolis-Honeywell of a very accu
rate humidistat, we decided to install automatic 
humidification. We looked around for humidifiers 
to go with this control. The Binks system was 
decided upon because it put practically all of the 
water in the air and left no free water on the plant 
material. Ninety- six percent relative humidity was 
found to be the most practical. 

With the installation of the automatic humidifi
cation system and the very accurate controls, we 
eliminated entirely the use of packing materials. 
The elimination of the many hours spent in wetting 
and placing th1s tow was a tremendous saving. Then 
the r~.; was the elimination of the cost of the packing 
itself. This installation gave us not only this great 
savmg in labor and material, but it took a lot of the 
guess work out of the process. We no longer won
dered if the top of the bin was too dry or if some 
bin had too little packing. It is also a great advan
tage at times when we have to run the ventilation 
fans. This cooler air brought into the cellar is 
somewhat drying but our worries were all over 
with this ins Lallation. 

Six or eight years ago we built our first me
chanically cooled storage and up to 1960 have add
ed two larger rooms. They all have 4 inches of in
sulation on the ceiling and walls . These rooms also 
have Binks automatic humidification. I consider 
th~o! ultimate temperature to be just above freezing 
--that is, 33 to 34 degrees F. 

This year we built a new storage 80 feet by 
150 feet with 20 feet clear to the beams. We are 
using pallets and a fork lift for the smaller plant 
material. So far it is working out very well and 
we are sure 1t will have all of the advantages of 
the smaller rooms built previously. We feel that 
it is the most economical method of storing stock 
with the least loss of vitality. The capital invest
ment may seem high but in the end it is the lowest 
cost method of putting high quality plant mate rials 
in the hands of the planter. 

Now some might say that is all right for the 
larger grower, but because of the small amount of 
stock, the smaller firm doesn't need it. 1 am con
vinced that the firm storing a few thousand plants 
for a few weeks needs it as badly as anyone. In 
fact, he:: cannot afford to be without the bc!Sl stor
age possible. We are in very competitive times 
and the production of quality stock is of every in
creasing importance. I think modern refrigerated 
humidified storage will do it most economically. 

Let us not forget that we have an obligation to 
the public, and inferior or inadequate storage is 
the area where plant materials are most often 
abused. We hear occasional complaints about the 
unethical nurseryman, but my belief is that if each 
of us does a good job of furnishing qualit;· stock in 
a viable form, we will have little to worry about. 

Do not forget that unprotected plant material 
left exposed to dr}·ing sun and winds for just a few 
minutes will do damage that cannot be repaired by 
the best storage in the world. As an 1ndustry, we 
have an obligation to the buying public, to our fellow 
nurserymen, and to ourselves, to furnish plant 
material of the highest possible quality. 

Use of the modern storage is the greatest help 
toward this end. No matter what size our business 
is, we cannot afford to be without the best storage 
available. 

"Storage of Nursery Stock," a bulletin by Dr. 
John Mahlstede, Dept. of Horticulture, Iowa State 
University, Ames, Iowa, was published with AAN 
funds in cooperation with the Iowa Department of 
Horticulture and was written by the best authority 
we could find. I urge all of you to read it regard
less of your plans to build or not. It has many fine 
suggestions that will be helpful in any size organiza
tion. It is available in the AAN Office in Washing
ton, D. C ... 

GARDEN STORE OPERATION SHORT COURSE. 

All nurserymen and garden store operators 
will be interested in this special program on garden 
store problems March 7. 

Program emphasis this year will be on prob
lems of operating the business. Such topics as in
ventory control, customer relations, sales prOlno
tion, handling nursery materials, adapting plants 
to spcc..ial site requirements, the origin of rccon1-
mendations will be discussed. 

Featured speaker on the program will be D1·. 
John Mahlstede from Iowa State University speaking 



on "The Care and Handling of Nursery Stock in the 
Garden Center . " 

Mark your calendar for March 7. 

NOTES TO THE NURSERYMEN 

LEAF SPOT AND DEFOLIATION 
OF ALPINE CURRANT 

Walter P . Trampe 
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A disease, presumed to be caused by Gloespor
ium ribis, has been causing leaf spot and defohation 
orilp1ne currants in Minnesota during the past 
year. 

The Section of Nursery Inspection suggested 
using ferbam or zineb for control and good results 
were generally obtained. The important detail to 
be observed in the application of either of these 
fungicides is to apply them at the first sign of in
fection because they are preventive fungicides and 
not e radicants. 

"IN A MANNER OF SPEAKING" 

by Lloyd Porter 
Northwestern Bell Telephone 

1. Answer telephone promptly 

2. Identify yourself immediately 

3 . Transfer call promptly 

4. Keep pad and pencil handy 

S. Leave a message when you leave the phone 

6. Place and receive your own calls 

7. Make a list of frequently called numbers 

8 . Don1 t say, "Who is calling?" 

9. If you leave the phone, explain why 

10. Terminate calls courteously 
In the November issue of the illinois State Nurs

erymen's Association Bulletin, Donald F. Schoene
weiss, Assi~tant Plant Pathologist, Illinois Natural 
History Survey, gives an account of his efforts to 
find a suitable control for this disease during the 
past summer. He tested sixteen fungicides and five FROM THE EDITOR 
were found to be outstanding in obtaining control. 
The five that he found especially effective and the 
various rates of concentration used are listed below: C. Gustav Hard, Extension Horticulturist 

Trade Name Formulation Concentration 

Dyrene SOo/o W. P. 2 lb/100 gal. water 
Fer bam 76% W. P. l!lb/100 gal. water 
Manzate 70% W. P . 2 lb/100 gal. water 
Phaltan SOW SO% W. P. 2 1 b/1 00 gal.. water 
Zineb 6S% W. P . 2 lb/1 00 gal. water 

The Illinois Natural History Survey recom
mends three sprays of any one of the five fungicides 
listed at the above concentrations. In Illinois, the 
first spray is applied on about June 1. Translated 
into Minnesota conditions, the first spray should 
be applied on about June lS. The other two sprays 
should be applied at two to three week intervals. 

Mr. Schoeneweiss states that a dormant soil 
treatment would perhaps be helpful to prevent in
itial infectioa. It is possible that this might be done 
with a dinitro treatment to eradicate the over-win
tering fungus on the leaves and the soil surface . 
He mentions that a spreader and sticker should be 
used for summer sprays because of the waxy sur
face on the leaves. 

In cases where infection has progressed be 
yond the early stages without treatment, the new 
systemic fungicide dodine {Cyprex), will probably 
have value. It differs from those mentioned above 
because it is used as an eradicant. It is relatively 
expensive to use as compared to zineb and ferbam . 

The articles appearing in this issue of the 
Newsletter are a summary of the Nurserymen's 
annual meeting. Space does not permit the publish
ing of all the talks, nor the complete text of those 
included. However, the pertinent points of interest 
will be useful to your nursery operation this year . 
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