
National Center on Secondary Education 
and Transition (NCSET): An Overview

The National Center on Secondary Education and  
Transition (NCSET) is an affiliated center of  the Institute
on Community Integration (ICI) at the University of  
Minnesota. It was originally funded by a 5-year, $9.5 
million award from the U.S. Department of  Education, 
Office of  Special Education Programs, from October 1, 
2000 - September 20, 2006. The center’s mission is to en-
sure that students with disabilities throughout the U.S. 
transition from high school to the adult world prepared 
to successfully participate in postsecondary education, 
enter meaningful employment, and contribute to their 
communities. Toward that end, during its funded years 
NCSET engaged in nationwide technical assistance, 
resource coordination and leadership, and information 
dissemination focused on five goals:

•  Ensure students with disabilities, including those with 
significant needs, have access to the full range of  learn-
ing experiences in the general education curriculum.

•  Empower students and families to participate at all 
levels of  secondary education and transition.

• Ensure students’ access to and full participation in 
postsecondary education, employment, and indepen-
dent living opportunities.

•  Strengthen state and local capacity to effectively im-
prove secondary education and transition policies and 
practices.

• Improve collaboration and system linkages at all 
levels.

     Based at the Institute on Community Integration, a 
federally-designated University Center for Excellence in 
Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD), NCSET carried out 
its federally-funded work in partnership with five other 
major organizations focused on the secondary education 
and transition of  youth with disabilities:

•  National Center for the Study of  Postsecondary 
Education Supports, a federally-funded Rehabilita-
tion Research & Training Center (RRTC) within the 
Center on Disability Studies (UCEDD) at the University 
of  Hawai’i, Manoa.

• TransCen, Inc., a national employment training 
organization for young adults with disabilities.

• Institute for Educational Leadership, Center 
on Workforce Development, a national non-profit 
organization linking education with the needs of  the 
workplace.

• PACER Center, a nationally-recognized organization 
equipping families to advocate for their children with 
disabilities.

• National Association of  State Directors of  Special 
Education, an organization focused on improving 
educational services and outcomes for children and 
youth with disabilities throughout the United States, 
the Department of  Defense, the federated territories 
and the Freely Associated States of  Palau, Micronesia 
and the Marshall Islands.

     Through the leadership of  its Principal Investigator 
and Director, David R. Johnson, the activities of  NCSET 
included training for educators and other profession-
als; technical assistance to organizations, schools, and 
agencies; and publication of  extensive resources for 
use by educators, families, policymakers, employment 
services providers, researchers, and others nationwide in 
supporting positive outcomes for youth with disabilities 
after they leave high school. After its federal funding 
ended in 2006, it continued as an affiliated center of  ICI, 
primarily focusing on disseminating its existing materi-
als through its Web site (http://www.ncset.org) and 
producing a twice-monthly e-newsletter, NCSET E-News, 
that shares information about resources of  organiza-
tions around the country whose work is consistent with 
its mission.  
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