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Institute Looks at Chlldhood_Substance Abuse 

The lnstiblte on Community Integration recently received three federal grants 
to investigate the effects of prenatal exposme to drugs and alcohol on children's 
developmenL· The first project, Prenatal Cocaine Exposure and Social Develop
menl of Young Children, directed by Mary McEvoy and Scott McConnell. will 
conduct a five-year program of descriptive and intervention-based research .that 
increases both ow: knowledge of social and other developmental outcomes for 

. young children exposed prenatally to cocaine, and our resources for providing 
early intervention. The project's goals are to: 1) document, longitudinally, social 
developmental outcomes in home, day care, and classroom settings for prenarally 
cocaine-exposed children 6 months to 6 years of age; 2) develop and evaluate 
empirically four individual intervention procedmes designed to increase child
child or child-adult interactions and social competence in home, day care, and 
classroom settings; and 3) evaluate the combined effects of these four intervention 
procedures on child-child and adult-child interactions and social competence in 
home, day care, and classroom settings. 

A second project, the Early Childhood Research Institute on Substance · 
Abuse, is a five-year research and development effort to prepare, field test, and
:!isseminate new and adapted interdisciplinary ~terventions for infants, toddlers, 
and preschool child:fen who have developmental delays, are at risk for develop- · 
mental delays,-or have disabilities because of maternal use of alcohol or drugs 
during pregnancy: This is a collaborative project directed by Scott McConnell and 
Mary McEvoy, Judith Carta (Juniper Gardens Children's Project), and Cecilia 
Rokusek (UAP, University pf South Dakota). All research activities in this 
Institute follow conceptual models that evaluate prenatal exposure to alcohol, 
cocaine, or other drugs as one of several possible risk factors for developmental 
delays and disabilities. Research' activities are organized into five interrelated 
projects: 1) cross-sectional longitudinal study of children prenalally exposed to 
drugs; 2) cross-sectional longitudinal study of children with fetal alcohol syn
drome and fetal alcohol effects; 3) development and validation of new and adapted 
interventions that address tlie unique needs of children affected by prenatal 
exposure to drugs or alcohol; 4) development of strategies to improve coordination 
and continuity of services; and 5) research on dissemination practices to validate 
methods for translating intenentions to targeted groups and for increasing fidelity 
of implementation 

F'mally, a third project, Prenatal Cocaine Exposure and MotMr-Infant 
Inter~tions, directed by Cindy Richardson, Scott McConnell, and M8ry McEvoy, 
will implement a systeniatic and reliable observation system to describe early 
interactions between a group of prenatally cocaine-exposed infants and their 
mothers as compared to a matched sample of norma11y developing infants and 
their mothers. Observational assessments will be conducted for all subjects at 6 
months and 23 months of age. Other developmental infonnation will be collected 
for each subject as well. The. information provided by the observational measure 
will be helpful for special educators in the development of sound, research-based 
mterventions for infants prenatally exposed to cocaine and their families. 

Additional information on these projects can be obtained by contacting the 
Early Childhood Research Project office at (612) 626-9579. 
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Go Team Go 

Two of the Institute's inclusive 
education experts, Tern Vandercook 
and 1o Montie, recently presented at the 
Eighteen~ Annual TASH (The Asso
ciation for Persons with Severe 
Handicaps) Conference in Washington, 
D.C. 'IbeiJ ~on, conducted collabo
ratively with two teachers from tbe 
Forest Lake School District, was 
entitled, Responses to tM st/Jiemenl: 
Inclusive classrooms are a nice idea, 
but what does it LOOI( like? 1be 
team shared slides and examples of 
children with disabilities. learning 
iogether with same age classmates and 
friends. The session was ~ell ~ded 
and well received by educators and 
parents. To lighten things up a bit, the 
four presenters wore t-shirts with the 
slogan "Go Team Go!" and the Scandia 
school mascot, a Scandinavian horse 
logo. 

TM holiday party committee would like 
to thanlc all of you who came to tM 
party for maldng it a succeis. We hope 
you had a good time: we certainly did! 
Thanks to Scon McConnell for bringing 
so much humor io tM holiday drawing. 

(Thanks to the committee for aD 
their planning and hard work!) 

Dotes to Remember ... . 

• Arc Sibling Saturdays and Sibling 
Retreat: December 21, Eden Wood 
Camp, Minnesota. For infonnation call 
Jean Lauer at (612) 920-0855. 



Publications Update 

Two new publications are in: 

• Medicaid lnstitutiolial (ICF -MR) aad Home aad Community Based Senic:eS 
for Persoas with Mental Retardation and Related Conditioas (Project Report 
#35). The purpose of this report is primarily to provide a Slalistical update on tbe 
utilization of Medicaid ICF-MR, Home and Community Based Services (HCBS). 
and nursing home services for persons with mental retardation and related condi
tions, and the clwacteristics of the service recipients. 
• What's Working in Supported Employment, FalJIWinter 1990-91. Available 
December.20. 

Poll Results Support Inclusion 

A recent Louis Hairis ~d Associates poll. "Public Attitudes toward People 
With Disabilities," shows that the majority of American people support increased 
participation of thiS nation's 43 million citizens with disabilities in the mainstream 
of American life. Following are some of the results: 

• 92 percent believed that society will benefit economically if people with 
disabilities are fully assimilate4 as participating partners; 
• 98 percent believe tluit everyone. including disabled people, should 
have equal opportunity to participate in American society; 
• Nine out of ten said that society will benefit from having disabled 
persons becoming more productive and contributing ro the economy 
rather than receiving welfare payments; · 
• Most Americans have not yet heard of the Americans With Disabilities 
Act of 1990 but they overwhelmingly support its key provisions when 
informed; 
• 96 percent support making public places, such as stores. restaurarits. 
theaters, and hotels accessible; 
• 93 percent support making public transportation acc~le to people with 
disabilities. 

Excerpted wilh permission from Wor4 th;m Washineton. September/October/November 
1991, published by United Cerebral Palsy Associations, Washington, DC, page 28-29. 

Build Teamwork That Lasts 

Heavy criticism may produce short-term results, but the positive 
approach works better to build a team that willlasL Some dps: 

• Allow staff members to set deadlines whenever you can. When 
you ask them to set reasonable time limits, they feel more involved 
and in control 
• Avoid implying criticism when you offer ro help. 
• Phrase your complaints and concerns carefully to avoid putting 
staff members on the defensive. 
• Show them you understand the problems they face, and they'll 
feel you value them. 
• Don't blame them for setbacks. Instead. stress what finishing the 
job will mean to the whole team. 

Reprinted willa permission from communication brkfinrs. May 1990, published by 
Encoders, Inc., Bloclcwood, NJ. 

Odds and Ends 

• Public Policy Discussion Group. 
The informal public policy discussion 
group will meet from 11:00 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. in conference room 118 
Pattee on Tuesday, January 7.1992 ro 
discuss 1991 actions and likely 1992 
proposals in the Minnesota legislature 
affecting persons with developmeJUal 
disabilities. All interested persons are 
invited and welcome to attend. For 
background readings, contact Sberri 
Larsen, 4-6024, 214B Pattee. (Coming 
on January 21st: Advocacy and 
Scholars/Up.) 

• Evaluation UPdate. Quarterly staff 
and sbldent activity reports are due 
January 15th. NOW is the time to start 
completing them (if you haven't 
already). The activity reports can be · 
found in the back pocket of your blue 
or red evaluation manual. Also, if you 
taught a course or presented a lecture 
this quarter, please complete a green 
course/lecture form, also found in the 
back pocket of your manual. Extra 
copies of these forms are available 
from Linda E~n (room 111), Ruth 
Bennan (room 6), Kay~Almer (room 
101), or Cheryl Morgan (room 212). 
See Laura Bloomberg (room 101) if 
you have questions. 

•Isms Workshop. Mark your calendar 
now for the first presentation in the · 
Institute • s new staff development 
series. It will focus on the relationship 
between and impacts of all isms -
ablebodiedism, racism, sexism, ageism, 
beterosexism, classism, etc. The date is 
January 30th from noon to 1:00 p.m.. 
with an extended session far those who 
·can stay from 1:15 p.m. to 2:15p.m. 
The location is to be annoiDlced. 
Wars;hfyi for further delails. 

• Info Inquiry. If anyone has infor
mation on upcoming conferences, 
workshops, or training (ours or others), 
please send to Marijo McBride, 103 
Pattee. 

Birthdays! 

December 28 Clau~ Brummel 
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