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Program to Promote Play and Community Integration 

Participation in integrated community recreation activities helps foster feelings 
of competence, autonomy, and confidence in individuals with disabilities, 
and improves their social intetactions with peers who do not have disabilities. In 
recent years, many of Minnesota's community recreation providers have been 
seeking ways to effectively include persons with disabilities in these programs. The 
School of Kinesiology and Leisure Studies at the University of Minnesota has 
undertaken a 3- year project to prepare leaders who will assist children with severe 
handicaps to benefit from integrated community recreation experiences. These 
leaders will also train practitioners and families for similar work. The Institute on 
Community Integration will partially support these research, training, and dissemina
tion efforts. The project, tided Doctoral Level Training in Therapeutic Recreation: 
An Interdisciplinary Program to Promote Play and Co17111Wnity Integration for 
Children with Severe Handicaps, will provide preservice training for four doctoral 
level students in therapeutic recreation. The students will be provided with classroom 
instruction of an interdisciplinary nature (i.e., therapeutic recreation, outdoor educa
tion, "special education), and practicum opportunities to develop integrated commu
nity recreation programs and training materials. Students will also be provided with 
preservice training as community recreation integration facilitators to assist children 
with severe handicaps to acquire independent living skills; expand leisw'e repertoires, 
enhance learning opportunities, and to make friends with their nonhandicapped peers. 

During its 3-year period, the project will focus on the following strategies: 

• Strengthening the family system through cooperative group process techniques 
involving school and youth-serving recreation agencies. 

• Facilitating play within the family to act as a generalization and maintenance link 
with community recreation. 

• Teaching children with developmen~ disabilities community recreation and 
social skills similar to their nondisabled peers. 

• Preparing school and community recreation environments to be more accommo
dative. 

• Promoting positive cooperative interactions between children with and without 
severe handicaps. 

It is anticipated that the results of this project will (1) gready strengthen the 
educational and practical experiences of those students who complete the doctoral 
level therapeutic recreation curriculum at the University of Minnesota; (2) improve 
the overall quality, scope, and extent of community recreation facilities and programs 
to children with severe handicaps in Minnesota and throughout the U.S.; and (3) 
identify "best professional practices" fot implementation of integrated community 
recreation programs. 

This project is funded by a $266,868 grant from the Office of Special Education 
and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS), U.S. Department of Education. The project's 
principal investigator is Dr. Stuart J. Schleien, who will work closely with project 
co-directors Drs. Leo McAvoy and John Rynders. For further information about the 
project, contact Stuart J. Schleien, (612) 625-4073. 
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ICI Personnel Changes 

• After a busy and challenging year of 
co-coordinating activities within the 
Technical Assistance Center, Yuwen 
Chang and Christina Kimm will be 
leaving their positions to pursue other 
professional interests. Yuwen. wh~ will 
be completiflg bet doctoral program this 
summer, will be returning to Taiwan 
where she will seek a faculty position. 
Christina will remain at ICI as a post
doctoral fellow within the Minnesota 
Rehabilitation Research Training 
Program. We are currently seeking 

·applications for a new TAC coordinator. 
Thanks, Yuwen and Christina, for all 
your~ work· this year • . 

• Steve Halvorson, who was woddng 
with Mary Hayden and Barb Poll.ister on 
the Minnesota Longitudinal Swdy, has 
left ICI to take a position with the 
American Indian Health Care Associa
tion in St Paul. Steve will be producing 
video training_ for them and marketing 
their publications and services. 

• Come the end of J rily, we'll be saying 
"good-by" to Bridget Mathie. Bridget 
will be going into the Peace Corps, 
where she will spend the next two ·yeatS 

in Ecuador teaching sPecial education 
and developing teacher training pro
grams.. Bridget would love to get mail 
from her friends at ICL Her new address 
'Yill be: 

P~Corps 
Casilla 635 - A 
Quito, Ecuador 

ATIN: BridgetMAnn::E 

Dotes to Remember ... . 

• June 22.: University Advisory 
Committee Meeting, 10 am- 1 pm, 
Radisson Metrodome. 



Publications Update 

You11 be seeing a lot more of Chris Stehly these days. Effective immediately. 
Chris will be here 32 hours per week. 

Call for Work 

KALEIDOSCOPE: International Magazine of Literature, Fine Arts and 
Disability is seeking work - fiction. nonfiction. poetry. and visual art - that 
explores the experiences of disability during the years of formal education. at 
various age levels. activities workshops or classes, vocational programs, and 
the like. KALEIDOSCOPE has a creative focus that examines the experience 
of disability through all types of literature and the fine arts. It is an entertaining, 
informative magazine that avoids trite, immature, and stereotypical writing. 
Partially funded by the Ohio Arts Council. this magazine has been published 
semiannually since 1979 and circulates internationally. This issue plans to 
examine various literary and artistic media that will help all people more fully 
understand the experience of disability. Deadline for submission is 
August 1, 1992. For further information contact, Darshal Perusek, Ph.D., 
KALEIDOSCOPE, 316 Locust Street, Akron, OH 44302-1876, (216) 762-9755, 
(216) 379-3349 TOO. 

Negotiate to Get a Good Deal 

If you're trying to negotiate a mutually beneficial deal, you might 
want to consider these strategies: 

• Build trust and share information. Give away some information. If 
trust is low, this action may break a deadlock and stimulate the 
information-sharing needed. This approach creates a positive 
atmosphere. 

• Ask lots of questions. You can learn from the answers and also from 
what isn't said. 

• Consider trying to reach a "postsettlement" settlement. What this 
means: After you reach an agreement, propose looking for a better 
one for both sides. Agree to be bound by the initial agreement if ~ 
better one isn't developed. 

• Search for noyel solutions. Example: Two sisters each wanted a 
single orange. After much argument, they fmally discovered that one 
sister wanted it for the juice and the other one wanted it for the rind 
to bake a cake. After that communication exchange, they solved the 
problem quickly. 

Reprinted with permission from communications brie,finrs, May 1992, 
published by Encoders,Inc., Blaclcwood, NJ. 

Odds and Ends 

• University Advisory Committee { 
Meeting will be held on Monday,JUDe 
22 from 10 am. - 1 p.m. in the RadiSSDO 
Metrodome. For fmther infonnation, 
contact Scott (4-6365) or Laura (5-
0502) .. 

• Project Summ'aries. The Exemplary 
Outreach Training Project SlllMitl1'iu: 
A Life Span Approach, 1991-1992, 
compiled by the National Outreach 
Training Directors' Council. AAUAP is 
available for review from Teri WalJace, 
13Pattee. 

• Survey. Teri Wallace, Sherri Larson. 
and Phil Q¢llery recently completed a 
national survey ofUAP outreach 
training directors. See Teri Wallace, 13 
Pattee, for a summary of the results. 

• Laurel Graham, the student employee 
who spent the last several months 
working in the main 'office and the 
publications office, has gone home to 
South Dakota for the summer. Laurel 
will be back with us in the fall. Until 
then, Debra Ehret will replace her. 
Debra is on loan to us from the College · 
of Education Service Center. Welcome, 
Debra. 

• Networking Update. The wiring for 
networking is completed. Ethernet cards 
have been ordered and will be installed 
when we receive them. 

• New Office. Gene Chelberg moved 
from 2fJ7 Pattee to 211. His new phone 
number is 4-0882. 

Celebrations! 

Happy Birthday to _ 

Vicki Gaylord . 
Dick Weatherman 
Barb White 

Congratulations to _ 

June 18 
June23 
June30 

Linda Elison, who graduated from the 
U ofM on June 14 with a bachelor's 
degree in international relations! 

Kristin Stolte and Peter Bailey who 
will be married July 5, 1992. We wish 
you the best! 
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