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ICI Launches JCC lntergenerational 
Inclusive Preschool Program 

This spring the Institute's Center on Residential Services and Community 
Living launched a collaborative effort with the Jewish Community Center of the 
Greater SL Paul Area for a unique intergenerational preschool program that 
addresses the needs of preschoolers with developmental disabilities. The JCC 
Intergenerational Inclusive Preschool Program is a 5-year project that matches 
senior adults with children with special needs who can benefit from extra assis
tance in their preschool classrooms. The purpose of this program is threefold: 

• To promote intergenerational interaction between older adults and preschoolers 
with and without disabilities in a preschool setting and determine the outcomes 
and benefits related to su~ interaction. 

• To determine which play environments are most conducive to promoting social 
interaction and appropriate social behavior between preschoolers with and 
without disabilities. 

• To determine the effects of older adults serving as assistant project staff for 
preschool children on self-esteem, self-efficacy, and decision-making skills for 
older adults. 

Through this program, senior adults serve as assistant early childhood staff, 
giving children with disabilities one-to-one help when needed. For example, a 
child might need assistance completing an art project, paying attention to the 
teacher's instructions, interacting with other children, or learning to use a new 
computer program. The senior adults are also available to assist the children 
without disabilities to help aeate an inclusive environment. 

This program is also set up to meet the needs of senior adults. The program 
helps give the adults structure for their day, a meaningful experience, and a chance 
to participate in the community. The adults are asked to work four to six hours a 
week. 
. The first stage of the project has mostly focused on training the older adults 
and integrating them into the program. This fall, the program will focus on 
different types of play structures: dramatic/pretend play, free play, and educational 
play. Play groups will be formed using the adults and it will be determined in the 
course of the stlldy which activities promote social interactions the best between 
students with and without disabilities. 

The program currently bas two adult volunteers, Sidney Ruderman and Ida 
Singer (who recently celebrated her 85th birthday). ICI staff involved in this 
project are coordinator Linda Heyne, and co-directors John Rynders and S1llart 
Schleien. Also in the program from the School of Kinesiology 
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• Staff Arrivals/Departures: New ICI 

Research Assistants are Heidi Jo 
Kludt working with Kathy Wolff and 
Amy Richardson working with Scott 
McConnell. New Undergraduate 
Research Assistants are Sandra 
Charron working with Kathy Wolff 
and Jane Toleno working with 
Charlie Lakin and Brian Abery. 
Krista Petersen has left due to 
graduation and also recently bad a 
baby. 

• Recipients of the Outstanding Civil 
Service Award for 1994 are Marie 
Black, Cheryl Morgan, Arly Piri, 
and Lori Sedlezky. 

• Professor Victor Florian is visiting 
from Bar-Ilan University oflsrael as 
part of a faculty exchange and 
technical assistance project. 

• ICI staff members Laura Medwetz, 
John Sauer and Terri Vandercook 
will present the Inclusion Mentorsbip 
Program Summer Training Institute 
July 26-28 at the World Trade Center 
in Saint Paul. 

• Mary Hayden attended the Third 
National Self Advocacy Conference 
on July 14th-17th in Alexandria, Va. 
and shared a recent report from the 
Kennedy Foundation and also 
presented a national self-advocacy 
telephone directory and a national 
clearinghouse of self-advocacy 
materials. 

and Leisure Studies is co-director Carla Taboume. The 
program is funded in part from a grant from the National 
Institllte on Disability and Rehabilitation Research, U.S. 
Department of Education. For further information call Linda 
Heyne at 625-7816. 

Dates to Remember ... 
• July 19: RTC/AS Meeting. 11 am. 240 Burton 
• July 19: School Ag_e Services. 11 am. 120 Burton 
• July 29: Early ChUdhood. 10:30 a.m. 118 Pattee 



From the Front Office 
News from ICI's Administrative Staff 

• Thefts. There have been a number of thefts in Pattee Hall (wallet, check book, 
bicycle, etc.) during business hours. Please make every effon to keep your 
valuables secure by locking them in a desk drawer or flle and please lock your 
office when away. If you see someone you do not know in your area, please ask 
them their name and the nature of their business. Campus Security has been 
notified of the thefts and will be providing additional suppon. Campus Security 
can be reached 24 hours a day at 624-3550. 

• Payralse for ClvU Service. Civil Service salary increases began with this 
week's paychecks. Because payroll is now being done outside of the ICI, the 
front office no longer has access to payroll information like it once did. For that 
reason, examine checks carefully to make sure increases appear. 

• Recycle phone boo~. The 1994-95 Saint Paul White and Yellow pages will be 
delivered Friday, July 29. Please recycle your old Saint Paul telephone books 
by placing them outside of Room 101 by 8:00a.m. on the 29th. 

Miscel laneous 
• RTC Project Presentations. RTC and other adult service projects (RTC/AS) 

are now presenting monthly project presentations open to everyone at ICI. The 
inaugural meeting is set for Tuesday, July 19th in 240 Burton from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. The presentation will be on "Training Projects." Cheryl Light Shriner will 
present ''Replication of Technical Assistance at Homeward Bound, Inc." and 
Amy Hewitt will present "The Minnesota Direct Service Personnel Training 
Initiative." The purpose of these presentations is to share information and 
facilitate working relationships within special interest groups. A potluck will 
follow and everyone is welcome. Contact Ellen Blake at 624-8246 for more 
information. 

• Program Area Meetings. Remember the questionnaire you filled out where 
you identified a primary program area to affiliate with? Meetings have now 
been set for the four program areas. The agenda for these meetings is to 
describe the role of program areas within the lnstiblte, select representatives to 
the Program Area Coordinating Committee (PACC) and cross-Institute commit
tees, and establish the date of the next program area meetings. You can attend 
any or all of the meetings and should elect to attend those that represent most 
closely your Institute-related work. The following is a list of the meetings, 
program area coordinators, time and locations: 

Early Childhood/Early Intervention Services, Mary McEvoy. July 29, 10:30-
11:30 a.m., 118 Pattee Hall. 

School Age Services, Terri Vandercook, July 19,9:00-11:00 a.m., 120 Bunon 
Hall. 
Transition Services, David Johnson, August 2, 1:30- 2:30p.m., 31 Peik Hall. 
Adults Services (RTC meeting), Charlie Lakin, July 19, 11:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m., 
240 Burton Hall. 

• Birthdays. Sara Axtell (7 n2); Carol Davis (8/2); Anne Foegen (7/17)· 
E~ Garreuson (8/14); Darrell Lewis (7/31 ); Jim Mastro (7/22); Barbara 
Pollster (7/16); Stuan Schleien (7/20); rlDl Shriner (7/19); Beth Silverstein 
(8/12); Traci Woollums (7/27). 

Bits and Pieces 
Information from the Institute's 
Research and Technology Consulting 
Group (RTCG, 110 Panee, 4-7337) 
and the Publications Office (I 09 
Panee, 4-4512). 

• New Powerbook 
Available 

• For those of you who may be in the 
market for a ponable computer, 
Apple recently began selling its new 
line of 500 series Powerbooks which 
include many new features such as 
very long battery life (6-7 hours) and 
the new trackpad which replaces the 
trackball. All of the new 
Powerbooks look identical and are 
encased in a glass-filled polycarbon
ate chassis, the same hard material 
used in many motorcycle helmets. 

Each Powerbook comes with two 
battery slots which hold the new 
"intelligent" nickel metal hydride 
batteries. These new batteries have a 
built-in microprocessor which allows 
the computer to manage its power 
resources more efficiently and 
allows the user to know exactly how 
much battery power is remaining. 
Recharging time has also been 
deaeased significantly. By plugging 
the computer into an outlet, you can 
recharge both batteries simulta
neously in about 2 hours. 

The Trackpad is probably the most 
eye-catching addition to the new line 
of computers. This touch sensitive 
pad allows for superb accuracy. In 
addition, since it is sealed and there 
are no moving pans, there is less to 
go wrong and even spilled coffee 
can't hun it. Other features of these 
new laptops include a faster 
68LC040 microprocessor, stereo 
speakers, PCMCIA support, function 
keys, and a larger 9.5 inch screen. 

With four models available, prices 
range from $1,995 for Model520 
with 4 ram and a 160 bard drive to 
$4,670 for Model540c with 12 ram, 
320 hard drive, and a modem. 
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