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ICI Reports on Post-School Outcomes 
Since its establishment, the Institute on Community Integration (ICn has 

conducted research studies that are used by state agencies, school districts, and 
community organizations to improve their services, programs, and policies. ICI 
continues this tradition with this month's publication of the Minnesota Post-school 
Follow-up Study (available in 109 Pattee after June 15). 

The Minnesota Postschool Follow-up Study investigated the post-school 
outcomes of 388 young adults with disabilities who had received special education 
services while attending Minnesota high schools, and who left school between 
1988 and 1992. Eleven communities were included in the study: Albert Lea, 
Brainerd, Duluth, Hopkins, Minneapolis, New Prague, Rochester, St. Cloud, Thief 
River Falls, Willmar, and Windom. 

Compared to earlier studies, student outcomes in Minnesota have improved. 
The findings also show that Minnesota youth are doing better than those elsewhere 
in the United States and suggest that a positive impact is clearly being made. 
However, compared to young adults without disabilities, there is still room for 
greater improvement For example, while half of the young adults surveyed are in 
competitive jobs, 20% are unemployed, which is a higher percentage than the 
general population. Other highlights of the study's findings are as follows: 

• Employment. At the time of the interviews 80% of the young adults were 
employed: 50% in competitive jobs, 16% in sheltered employment, and 13% in 
supported employment. 

• Postsecondary Education and Training. Twenty-eight percent of the former 
students had started one of four postsecondary programs (apprenticeship, 
technical college, community college, university/four year college). 

• Social Networks. Nearly two-thirds (66%) of the sample had social networks 
ranging from three to eight people. Young adults with severe disabilities had the 
fewest number of personal friends in their social networks, but included more 
staff and professionals than the other young adults. 

• Government and Special Services. The use of state and community services 
was generally low. Only 13% of the sample used the Division of Rehabilitation 
Services, yet more than half indicated an interest in receiving job training 
services. The most-used government assistance programs were Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) and Medical Assistance. 

• Satisfaction. Respondents overwhelmingly expressed satisfaction with life in 
terms of daytime activities, friendships, living arrangements, and free time. 

ICI staff involved in this project were David Johnson, Jim Thompson, Hung
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Staff Update 

• Staff Arrivals/Departures: Shari 
Lindsey is the new Student Secretary 
in 102, and Alison Sharpe is the new 
Student Secretary in Publications. 
New ICI Research Assistants are 
Laura Moore, Mona Springis-Doss, 
and Kathryn Drager, working with 
Kathy Wolff; Jean Evens, working 
with Deborah Anderson on aging 
research; Kristin Southard working 
with Carol Davis on the Behavioral 
Momentum project; and Nancy 
Edwards, working with Mary Hayden 
on the Family Services and Support 
Project. Mo Fahnestock, researcher 
on social inclusion projects, has taken 
a new position working with Stuart 
Schleien in the School of Kinesiology 
and Leisure Studies; Laurel Graham, 
Student Secretary in 102, has left to 
attend graduate school at South 
Dakota State University. 

• Staff Promotions. Teri Wallace has 
been named the new Assistant 
Director for ICI. David R. Johnson 
has been awarded adjunct faculty 
status as a Lecturer for the Depart
ment of Educational Psychology. 

• AAMR Presenters. The following 
ICI staff made presentations at the 
annual meeting of the American 
Association on Mental Retardation, 
held May 31-June 3 in Boston: 
Deborah Anderson, Barb Guy, Jim 
Thompson, Mary Hayden, Amy 
Hewitt, Sherri Larson, Charlie 
Lakin, John Rynders, and Stuart 
Scbleien. 

chili Lin, and Stacy Halpern. The project was funded through a ------------------
contract from the Minnesota Department of Education's 
Interagency Office on Transition Services and Office of Special Dates to Remember I •• 

Education. FFI call Jim Thompson at 624-7858. • June 20: ICI Council Meeting. 9:30-11:30. 118 Pattee 
• June 21: ICI Space Committee. 9 am. 16 Pattee 



From the Front Office 
News from /CI's Administrative Staff 

• Space ... The Final Frontier. The flrst meeting of the ICI Space Committee will 
take place June 21 at 9am in 16 Pattee. The committee, which is a newly formed 
permanent committee within ICI, includes the following representatives from 
the program areas and the core functions: Joe Reichle (Early Childhood), Brian 
Abery (School Age), Barb Guy (Transition), Amy Hewitt (Adult and Commu
nity Living), Vicki Gaylord (Publications and RTCG), and Marie Black 
(Administration). The committee's role in ICI is to meet annually to develop, 
review, and amend guidelines for space allocation; review current space 
assignments and make adjustments and reallocations as needed; and collect and 
compile information to support the Director in advocating for space within the 
College of Education and related departments. At the flfSt meeting, the commit
tee will review data on current space allocations and locations of individuals, 
and will seek to resolve current inequities, inadequacies, and other needs. This 
will mean that in the coming weeks there will be shifts in the designated work 
spaces of some ICI staff. 

Miscellaneous 
• Computer User Award Nominations. Courage Center is seeking nominations 

for the Judd Jacobson Memorial Award, an award presented to people with 
disabilities who use computers for educational, vocational or avocational 
purposes. Nominations are due on or before July 1. The award recognizes 
achievement in the use of computers by a person with a physical disability or 
sensory impairment The recipient will receive a plaque and cash award to $2500 
to provide the individual with resources to advance his or her abilities in the use 
of computers personally, educationally and professionally. Eligibility require
ments include physical disability or sensory impairment; demonstrated excellent 
achievement in use of computers educationally, vocationally, or a vocationally; 
residency in the flve-state region; and use of computer technology in an entrepre
neurial venture. FFI call Courage Center at 520-0219 or 520-0245 (TTY). 

• Computer Conference Scholarships. The STAR Program of the Governor's 
Advisory Council on Technology for People with Disabilities announces the 
availability of a limited number of scholarships for the 1994 Closing the Gap 
conference. The conference will be held in Bloomington on October 18-22, 
1994. Over 175 sessions describe or demonstrate successful applications of 
computer technology for persons with disabilities. A limited number of scholar
ships are available for individuals with disabilities, family memers, and profes
sionals. FFI call the STAR program offlce at 296-2771 or 296-9962 (TDD). 

• ADA Celebration. Organizations throughout the metropolitan area will be 
joining together to sponsor a day of festivities to celebrate the fourth anniversary 
of the passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act This year's celebration 
will be July 16 at Nicollet Island Park in downtown Minneapolis, from noon to 5 
pm. There will be live entertainment, exhibitors, and games for the kids. 

• Birthdays. Vicki Gaylord (6/18); Robi Kronberg (6/27); Charlie Lakin (7/10); 
Wendi Schirvar (6/15); Mary Sinclair (7/12); Dick Weatherman (6/23); Jackie 
Simacek (717). 

Bits & Pieces 
Information from the Institme's 
Research and Technology Consulting 
Group (RTCG, 110 Pattee, 4-7 337) 
and the Publications Office ( 109 
Pattee, 4-4512). 

• Missing Stuff, New Virus 

• Missing Materials. If you have 
borrowed or seen any of the com
puter manuals from the RTCG, 
please return them to us ASAP. 

• New Virus. A virus has been 
discovered on Internet that is 
disguised as CD-ROM shareware. 
Unknown hackers have illegally put 
the Chinon name on a destructive 
shareware file and released it on the 
Internet. This catastrophic virus is 
named "CD-IT". DO NOT DOWN
LOAD. IT WILL CORRUPT YOUR 
HARD DRIVE. The program, 
allegedly a shareware PC utility that 
will convert an ordinary CD-ROM 
drive into a CO-Recordable (CD-R) 
device (which is technically impos
sible) instead destroys critical system 
files on a user's hard drive. The 
program also immediately crashes 
the CPU, forces the user to reboot 
and stays in memory. 

• Photos, New/Old Stuff 

• Photographer. A reminder that ICI 
does have a photographer- Chuck 
Gibbons - in the Publications Offlce. 
If you need photos for presentations 
or publications, come talk to us. 

• New Publications. Recent arrivals 
include the MN Post-school Folow· 
up Study, the 250+ page Guide to 
High Quality Direct Service 
Training Resources (by June 30), 
and IMP ACT: Feature Issue on 
Health Needs of Transition-Age 
Youth (by June 30). 

• Old Publlcatlons.lf you have extra 
ICI publications that are in good 
condition and not being used (such as 
conference leftovers) ... don't throw 
them out! Return them to 109 Pattee. 
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