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Brezonik awarded Warren A. Hall Medal for lifetime achievement
Professor Patrick Brezonik was 

awarded the Warren A. Hall Medal 
from the Universities Council on 
Water Resources at their annual 
awards banquet on July 25, 2007, in 
Boise, Idaho. This lifetime achieve-
ment award recognizes distinctive 
scholarly accomplishments in the-
water resources field. Dr. Brezonik 
received a Ph.D. in water chemis-
try from the University of Wiscon-
sin Madison and, after teaching at 
the University of Florida-Gaines-
ville, joined the Civil Engineering 

Brezonik continued on page 7

Stormwater manual focuses on BMP assessment

Stormwater continued on page 2

The University of Minnesota Water 
Resources Center (WRC), in cooperation 

with the Department of 
Civil Engineering (CE), 
Saint Anthony Falls 
Laboratory (SAFL), 
and the Department 
of Bioproducts and 
Biosystems Engineer-
ing (BBE), has recently 
completed a new docu-
ment for the assessment 
of stormwater practices. 
The manual, “Assess-
ment of Stormwater 

Best Management Practices,” was created 
with funding provided by the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA). Jim 
Anderson and John Gulliver served as the 
PIs, with C, Bruce Wilson as the MPCA 
project manager. Contributing authors 
included Lawrence Baker, Andrew Erick-
son, Raymond Hozalski, Omid Mohseni, 
John Nieber, and Bruce N. Wilson, gradu-
ate research assistants Brooke Asleson 
and Matthew Wilson, and visiting profes-

sor Peter Weiss. Funding for partner 
projects was provided by the Minnesota 
Metropolitan Council Environmental 
Services, and the Minnesota Local Road 
Research Board. The Minnesota Storm-
water Steering Committee provided 
overview of the process and the result-
ing products.

In 2005, the Minnesota Stormwa-
ter Steering Committee, through the 
MPCA, created the “Minnesota Storm-
water Manual” (see www.pca.state.
mn.us/water/stormwater/stormwater-
manual.html/) to provide information 
about the design and installation of 
stormwater best management prac-
tices (BMPs). The next step in adaptive 
management for stormwater BMPs after 
design and installation is their assess-
ment. The “Assessment of Stormwater 
Best Management Practices” manual will 
serve as a guidance document that out-
lines and explains proper methodology 
for the assessment of stormwater BMPs. 
This new manual promotes a “Four Lev-
els of Assessment” plan, of   
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Around the State

Jim Anderson, WRC Co-Director

Every fall I am amazed it is that time of year 
again, already! It comes faster with age. At the same 
time, as the level of activity ramps up again on 
campus, it is energizing. With everything happen-
ing in the world of water within the state, we need 
that energy. This year, like no other I can remember, 
there is opportunity to further state and national 
partnerships to address water resources issues. 
Some of these opportunities come because of 
previous work and successes such as stormwater practice assessment (check 
out the WRC Web site and the new stormwater assessment manual). Some 
are coming as a result of the last State legislature, which recognized the need 
to address impaired waters and alternative energy sources that could result in 
major impacts on the State’s water resources. So, we have projects beginning 
to address agricultural practice impacts on surface water, and we have assess-
ment of the potential to sequester carbon in Minnesota landscapes to reduce 
CO2 emissions and offer water quality benefits at the same time. The really 
good news, as I look at it, is that we have the faculty, students and support 
staff here to address these issues and to provide the best science to deal with 
the problems. Our expertise in outreach and public engagement means that 
we will also play a large role in informing policy makers, professionals, and 
the public about these issues. As always, we face challenges and the need to 
set priorities, but we also have a lot more people and partners to work with 
to solve problems. I believe there has never been a better time to work and 
focus on water. Feel the energy and enjoy the excitement. 

From the Director's DeskMWMO, state agencies 
assess environmental 
impacts of I-35W bridge 
collapse 

The Mississippi Watershed Manage-
ment Organization (MWMO), is work-
ing with state agencies involved in the 
clean-up of the I-35W bridge collapse to 
determine best methods to monitor long-
term environmental effects, if any, on the 
Mississippi River. Primary pollutants of 
concern include: gasoline (analyzed as 
Volatile Organic Compounds, VOCs), 
oil and grease, metals and PCBs bound 
to river bottom sediment that may have 
been suspended during the collapse. 

There will be no impact to the Min-
neapolis/St. Paul drinking water supplies 
because their water intakes are located 
upstream of the collapse. According to 
the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), no Minnesota cities 
have drinking water intakes in the Mis-
sissippi River downstream of the 35W 
bridge.

All preliminary results received from 
the lab are within Minnesota water qual-
ity standards, with the exception of fecal 
coliform. Fecal coliform is a previously 
known contaminant, as listed on the 2006 
303d List of Impaired Waters.

At this time, it does not appear that 
debris and vehicles from the bridge col-
lapse have impacted water quality. Results 
are currently pending for mercury and 
PCB analysis.

The Minnesota Department of Trans-
portation (MNDOT) is planning to re-
move all mercury-containing lights from 
the bridge, before removing the bridge 
from the river. It is possible that lights 
shattered during the collapse and poten-
tially released small amounts of mercury 
into the river. 

Increased flows may cause debris 
from the bridge disaster to move down-
stream. If you see any materials, including 
personal belongings, on the riverbanks 
that may have originated from the col-
lapsed bridge site, do not touch them and 
contact the Hennepin County Sheriff at 
612-490-5455.
Excerpted from MWMO news release August, 2007.
For more, visit www.mwmo.org/.

Stormwater continued from page 1

Stormwater continued on page 4

by Kari Oquist, MWMO

assessment steps designed to be con-
sidered in sequence, as required by 
the assessment objective. These steps 
include visual inspection, capacity testing, 
synthetic runoff testing, and monitor-
ing. This document is intended for use 
by professionals working on stormwater 
abatement.

An important characteristic of the 
2007 document is its accessibility, and the 
feedback from the community that went 
into its preparation. Dr. John Gulliver, 
Department of Civil Engineering com-
mented, “We had three workshops at the 
beginning of the two-year process, four 
Technical Advisory Panel meetings, and 
three additional workshops to review the 
draft document. All parties agreed that 
four levels of assessment were needed 

to perform a more cost-effective, more 
accurate assessment of all stormwater 
BMPs. Finally, we introduced the concept 
of assessment of source reduction im-
pacts, like the current phosphorus ban for 
fertilizers in Minnesota. The workshops, 
the Technical Advisory Panel and the 
Stormwater Steering Committee were a 
great help in refining our communication 
of these concepts.”

The states of Wisconsin and Michigan 
are following the development of the “as-
sessment” document, and are considering 
bringing many of the concepts into their 
own states, after hearing presentations 
from the members of the Stormwater 
Assessment Team. A future edition of this 
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Speaker Highlights

Tuesday’s luncheon speaker is author James R. Chiles, whose first book, Inviting 
Disaster: Lessons from the Edge of Technology, made the Amazon.com Best of 2001 list 
and was subsequently produced as a four-part series for the Discovery channel. He has 
appeared or commented on numerous other programs and is about to release a book on 
the social history of the helicopter. Mr. Chiles  is currently employed with the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency, and will be tackling the topic of how information moves within 
our organizations.

Dr. Steve Taff and Mark Collins of the University of 
Minnesota Applied Economics department and HDR 
Engineering, respectively, will talk on the production of 
biofuels Wednesday morning. Their presentation will 
focus on the prospects for significant land use change and 
associated water quality impacts as well as alternative ap-
proaches to the traditional paradigm of on-site water sup-
plies with regard to ethanol production. Professor Taff’s 
teachings focus on agricultural and environmental policy, 
land economics, land use and public finance, and Mr. Col-
lins is a hydrologist whose position takes him countrywide 
consulting on groundwater supply issues.

In addition to receiv-
ing the Dave Ford Water 
Resources Award Tuesday 
morning, Dr. Patrick 
Brezonik, of the Depart-
ment of Civil Engineering 
at the University of Min-
nesota and, most recently, 
program director for 
environmental engineer-
ing at the National Science 
Foundation will lead a 
luncheon presentation entitled, “The National 
Water Research Agenda: Dawning of a New Era 
of Agency Collaboration.” Professor Brezonik 
recently received the Universities Council on 
Water Resources (UCOWR) Warren A. Hall 
Medal awarded to distinguished individuals in 
the field of water resources (see page 1).

Beginning on Tuesday morning, University of Minnesota alumnus Dr. John O. Anfin-
son will give a history of pollution in the upper Mississippi River. An historian and cultural 
resources specialist for the Mississippi National River and Recreation Area (MNRRA), Dr. 
Anfinson has been researching, writing and speaking about the upper Mississippi River 
for over 20 years. He authored a historical account of the technological developments and 
resultant environmental impacts along the upper Mississippi pre-1940 and a resource usage 
guide of the MNRRA. Dr. Anfinson currently reviews development project proposals for 
the river corridor in addition to his many other duties at the National Park Service.

2007 Minnesota W
ater Resources Conference

The newly coined 2007 "Minnesota Water Resources Conference," sponsored by the 
Water Resources Center and College of Continuing Education, takes place October 23 and 24 this 
year at the Earle Brown Heritage Center in Brooklyn Center, Minnesota. A multitude of water-re-
lated topics relevant to professionals and students will be covered via speakers, informational ses-
sions, and poster presentations. Registration may be completed online at http://wrc.umn.edu/wa-
terconf/. Registration must be received by October 9, 2007.  

Two pre-conference workshops, one on watershed assessment and river stability for sediment 
supply and one on exploring total maximum daily load (TMDL) case studies will be offered concur-
rently on October 22. Space is limited to sixty participants per workshop and the deadline for early 
registration is October 9, 2007.

Six concurrent sessions, each with four topic tracks, will be offered. Each session will last ap-
proximately ninety minutes. Additionally, there will be a poster session and reception at the end of 
the first day, and posters will be available for viewing throughout both days. See the Water Confer-
ence Brochure for explicit details: http://wrc.umn.edu/waterconf/2007brochure.pdf/.
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The Midwest Strip-Tillage field demonstration, Hawkeye Community College, 
Waterloo, Iowa.
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Multi-state strip-tillage expos draw hundreds of farmers
by Les Everett, Water Resources Center

Two multi-state expos 
in 2007 provided farmers 
and agricultural profession-
als with field equipment 
demonstrations, research-
based information, and 
farmer-to-farmer exchange 
of experience about the 
conservation tillage tech-
nique known as strip-tillage. 
Over 500 people attended 
the Midwest expo, hosted by 
Cooperative Extension ser-
vices from Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Wisconsin, at Hawkeye 
Community College in 
Waterloo, Iowa, on July 31.  
Another 500 attended the 
Northern Expo on the Jerry 
Nordick farm near Fergus 
Falls, Minnesota, on August 
14, hosted by UM and NDSU Extension 
services. Field demonstrations at the two 
expos by nine and twelve manufactur-
ers, respectively, gave farmers the largest 

known side-by-side comparison of strip-
tillage equipment. Research and Exten-
sion faculty presented research results on 
management of soil fertility, equipment, 
auto-guidance technology and other top-

ics for strip-tillage in the 
region.  A panel of expe-
rienced strip-till farmers 
described their systems 
and answered audience 
questions. Attendees at the 
expos were very focused 
on learning more about 
management of strip-till-
age, many of them traveling 
from neighboring states for 
these specialized events. 
Photos and other informa-
tion from the expos can be 
found at wrc.umn.edu.

These two expos were 
based on the success of pre-
vious field days and expos 
delivered in Minnesota as 
part of the Conservation 
Tillage Demonstration 

Project. The project is financed by an EPA 
319 grant from the MN Pollution Control 
Agency and managed by the UM Water 
Resources Center. 

UMD stream web site wins environmental award
by June Kallestad, National Resources Research Institute, University of Minnesota Duluth

The Lake Superior Bi-national Forum 
awarded LakeSuperiorStreams.org the 
2007 Environmental Stewardship Award 
in the Community/Organization category 
for the United States. The award was pre-
sented, appropriately, on Lake Superior 
Day, July 15, 2007.

The project, in partnership with West-
ern Lake Superior Regional Stormwater 
Protection Team, was also a finalist for 
the Minnesota Environmental Initiative 
2007 Education Award.  Members of 
the LakeSuperiorStreams.org team are 
Rich Axler, George Host, Norm Will, 
Jerry Henneck, Elaine Ruzycki, Gerry 
Sjerven and Jane Reed from UMD’s 
Natural Resources Research Institute and 
Cindy Hagley and Jesse Schomberg from  
Minnesota Sea Grant. Agency partners 
include the City of Duluth Stormwater 
Utility, the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency, South St. Louis County Soil and 
Water Conservation District, Western 

Lake Superior Sanitary District, Cook 
County Soil and Water Conservation 
District and Minnesota’s Department of 
Natural Resources Lake Superior Coastal 
Program.

LakeSuperiorStreams.org uses 
web-based delivery and interactive 
animations of real-time stream data to 
address sustainability issues in western 
Superior watersheds. It incorporates 
interpretive information, curricula, and 
a site design toolkit to educate contrac-
tors/consultants, developers/realtors, 
students/teachers, homeowners, agencies 
and decision-makers. The project has 
evolved in concert with the Western Lake 
Superior Regional Stormwater Protec-
tion Team (more than 25 organizations), 
which collaborates to deliver common 
educational messages, workshops, tools 
and approaches to this audience.

Stormwater continued from page 2

manual will include discussion on top-
ics such as cold weather management 
strategies, and will include more case 
studies that illustrate various assess-
ment methodologies. 

The MPCA is already adopting 
recommendations provided by the 
assessment team, namely the use of 
the “Visual Inspection” approach on 
an annual basis for rapid assessment of 
stormwater BMPs. 

The stormwater manual contract 
between the WRC and the MPCA was 
recently extended for an additional 
two years for the purpose of address-
ing such issues and partner research 
projects with the Minnesota Local 
Road Research Board and Minnesota 
Department of Transportation have 
also been secured. 

The 2007 manual is available in 
PDF format by individual chapter and 
appendix at wrc.umn.edu/outreach/
stormwater/bmpassessment/.
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Rachel Walker, University of Minnesota Water Resources Science Ph.D. student, 
talks to the children about what critters can be found in Mille Lacs Lake.
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Officer Julie Casper holds Autumn Strichter who bravely touches the 24-inch walleye presented 
by boat captain Garret Bordsen and caught by the proud Deja Cruse (right).
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An overcast day with temperatures 
hovering around 65 degrees and a slight 
wind brought a bit of a walleye  chop to 
Mille Lacs Lake on Thursday, June 28. At 
the same time buses pulled in to Eddy’s 
bringing kids ages 5 to 17 in search of a 
fishing experience unlike any they can 
find in their hometown of Minneapolis.

“Excuse me,” 13-year-old Destiny said. 
“Are there going to be leeches?”

Destiny is one member of the War-
ren-Pierce-Ashford family from Min-
neapolis participating in the annual Cops 
and PAL kids fishing trip.

The Minneapolis Police Activities 
League (PAL) is a non-profit organiza-
tion sponsored by the Minneapolis Police 
Department. Their mission is: mentor-
ing inner-city youth by providing quality 
activities and programs.

The people at PAL believe young kids 
benefit greatly from positive interaction 
with law enforcement, emergency servic-
es personnel and other caring adults. Po-
lice officers, firefighters, city employees, 
parents and citizens volunteer to coach, 
mentor, guide and support PAL mem-
bers through a variety of sports and after 
school and summer activities, according 
to program assistant Sandy Kellogg.

The annual fishing trip to Mille Lacs 
Lake is just one of the activities they offer.

Led by program director Sgt. Aaron 
Biard, 100 kids from Minneapolis were 

able to have a day of fun.
“These are a great bunch of kids,” Bi-

ard said. “Many of them have been on this 
trip before and just love it.”

The day was more than just fishing 
poles and leeches. It was a chance for the 
kids to learn a little bit about lakes, water 
clarity, different species of fish and a few 
new songs.

Rachel Walker, a University of Min-
nesota Ph.D. student of water resources 
science, provided the educational com-
ponent for the day. She entertained the 
group with fish songs and a very brief 
overview of walleye, their habits and how 

they got the name.
“Do the eyes really glow under water?” 

one young man asked. Walker told them 
walleye have eyes that look white un-
derwater. “Cool. I want to see that,” he 
answered.

Ross Taylor is a Minneapolis police 
officer and a pro angler. He gave the kids 
a brief lesson in bobber fishing.

“When the bobber goes down, there is 
a fish on,” Taylor said. “Count: 1 - 2- 3 - 4 
- 5 and set the hook. Give the rod a little 
jerk up like this. Then reel it in nice and 
slow. It is not a race to see who can reel 
faster. You don’t want to lose your fish.”

“I don’t want to touch any slimy 
leeches,” Mikheal, 12 said.

“Yeah. They suck your blood,” Ceadric, 
11, said.

Much to their surprise, they were 
told by Eddy’s Captain Tom Hursey they 
would be using friendly leeches on his 
launch, and he kissed a leech.

“We have special leeches today for 
you kids,” Hursey said. “We’ve got teri-
yaki, chicken and beef flavored leeches.”

Bringing laughs from some of the 
older kids and inquisitive pondering looks 
from others.

“Say what?” Ceadric said. “I am not 
going to eat no leeches.”  

Story courtesy of Mille Lacs Messenger

WRS graduate student joins with police for community outreach
by Vivian Clark, staff writer, Mille Lacs  
Messenger
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U of M Water Community News

. University of Minnesota 
Water Resources Science 

Program Degree Recipients

Christopher Clipper received his 
M.S. in June 2007. His plan B paper 
was titled “Subsurface Tile Drainage 
from Perennial Crops and a Corn-
Soybean Rotation in South-Central 
Minnesota.” Clipper was advised by 
Ken Brooks.

Holly Swanson Dolliver received 
her Ph.D. in July 2007. Her thesis 
was titled “Fate and Transport 
of Veterinary Antibiotics in the 
Environment.” Dolliver was advised 
by Satish Gupta. 

Mark Green received his Ph.D. 
in June 2007. His thesis was titled 
“Hydrologic Influence on Stream 
Water Nitrogen to Phosphorus 
Ratios.” Green was advised by Dong 
Wang.

Jim Anderson (WRC and Soil, Water, 
Climate) recently received three grants. 
The first project, titled “Feasibility Study 
Regarding a Statewide Water Quality 
Demonstration Farms Network” was 
awarded by the Minnesota Department 
of Agriculture. The second grant, 
awarded by the Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources, initiates phase 
two of the Minnesota Terrestrial 
Carbon Sequestration project. The third 
grant was awarded by the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency to continue 
the development of the 2007 stormwater 
assessment manual. For more on this 
manual, see page 1.

WRS fellowship established

A donation of $25,000 from 
Bernice E. Jessen of Stillwater 
has established the first endowed 
scholarship of the Water Re-
sources Science graduate pro-
gram. Her gift is matched by the 
Graduate School’s 21st Century 
Graduate Fellowship Endowment 
and will provide a $2000 scholar-
ship annually to a deserving WRS 
student. The fellowship honors 
her son Donald Butler (a CFANS 
alumnus) and his wife Nancy But-
ler and underscores the value that 
the family, including her late hus-
band Don A. Jessen, place upon 
the importance of education. 

“We appreciate the support 
provided by Bernice. This gift 
provides the first endowed fel-
lowship within the WRS program 
and will allow us to provide im-
portant supplementary support to 
a deserving student each year. We 
would also like to acknowledge 
the efforts of Jan Sickbert, former 
CNR Director of Development, 
who was instrumental in starting 
the successful WRS Travel Grants 
program and this fellowship,” said 
WRS Director of Graduate Stud-
ies, Ray Newman. 

The WRS Admissions Com-
mittee will select the first recipi-
ent this fall.

Steve Bortone, Minnesota Sea Grant 
director, was recertified as a Senior 
Ecologist by the Ecological Society of 
America.

Yiwen Chiu (Water Resources Science) 
presented “A Multi-Media Stocks and 
Flows Model for Regional Water Budget 
Analysis” at the 2007 Conference for 
the International Society for Industrial 
Ecology June 17-20, 2007, in Toronto, 
Canada.

Jessica Eichmiller (Water Resources 
Science) was awarded a UMN Graduate 
School Fellowship for 2007-08.

Susan Galatowitsch, (Horticultural 
Science, Institute on the Environment) 
has been named the 2007–2008 Fesler-
Lampert Chair in Urban and Regional 
Affairs. Galatowitsch’s appointment, 
announced this past May, was made 
by the vice provost and dean of the 
Graduate School, Gail Dubrow, 
based on recommendations from the 
Center for Urban and Regional Affairs 
nominating committee. In making 
the announcement, Dubrow praised 
Galatowitsch’s focus on restoration 
science and the connections to public 
policy as “timely and especially 
appropriate for the Fesler-Lampert 
Chair.”

Postdoctoral researchers Liam 
Reinhardt (Chair), Douglas Jerolmack 
(Co-Chair), Wonsuck Kim, Cailin 
Huyck Orr, Jane Staiger, Nikki Strong, 
Michal Tal and Matthew Wolinsky 
from NCED and SAFL won the 2008 
Meeting of Young Researchers in 
Earth Sciences (MYRES) conference 
competition with their research theme: 
“Dynamic Interactions of Life and its 
Landscapes.”

Jesse Schomberg, Minnesota Sea 
Grant coastal communities educator; 
Cindy Hagley, environmental quality 
educator; Diane Desotelle, consultant; 
Sue O’Halloran, University of Wisconsin 
Extension; and Nick Zlonis, former 

Community continued on page 8

The WRC announces the 
research grant competition for 
2008. We encourage academic 
faculty to submit proposals 
with emphasis on innova-
tive approaches to advancing 
the scientific understanding 
and/or imaginative strategies 
for solving important wa-
ter resources problems. The 
deadline for submissions is 
November 5, 2007. For ad-
ditional information, check 
our website: http://wrc.umn.
edu/research/competitiveg-
rants/requestforproposals/.

2008 Research 
Grant Competition



Minnegram 7 September 2007

Upcoming Events
Register now for  

MN Water Resources 
Conference

The 2007 Minnesota Water Resources 
Conference will be held October 23–24, 
2007, at the Earle Brown Heritage Center 
in Brooklyn Center, Minnesota. Two day-
long pre-conference workshops will be 
offered on October 22, and the deadline 
for early registration is October 9, 2007.  

State of Lake Michigan Conference 
at the Hagerty Conference Center, 
Northwestern Michigan College - Great 
Lakes Campus and Holiday Inn, West 
Bay. Registrations must be received by 
September 21. For more information 
visit http://www.miseagrant.umich.edu/
SOLM20/.

October 16, 2007. The Nineteenth 
Annual St. Croix River Research 
Rendezvous. The event will be held 
at the Warner Nature Center, and is 
sponsored by the St. Croix Watershed 
Research Station. For more information, 
please visit www.smm.org/scwrs/
programs/rendezvous.

October 29–31, 2007. Making a 
Great Lake Superior 2007. Duluth 
Entertainment and Convention Center, 
Duluth, Minnesota. This conference will 
adress the most important issues facing 
Lake Superior. For more information, 
visit http://www.seagrant.umn.edu/
superior2007/.

The following dates represent 
Technical Service Provider training 
for the RUSLE2 and Land Treatment 
components of CNMPs (Comprehensive 
Nutrient Management Plans) and 
Conservation Planning. All training will 
be held at Cabela’s in Owatonna, MN. 
More information and registration is 
available at tsp.umn.edu/. 

November 8, 2007. Understanding 
RUSLE2 Soil Loss Model. This hands-
on class introduces the RUSLE2 soil 
loss model, how it works and the 
data necessary to run the program.  
Participants are required to bring a 
laptop computer and load the software.

November 9, 2007. Upland Land 
Treatment Evaluation. In this day-long 
on-farm and classroom training USDA-

NRCS instructors will walk a farm with 
class participants to explain how to 
evaluate the need for ephemeral, gully, 
sheet and rill erosion, and sediment 
control.   

November 29, 2007. Advanced RUSLE2.
This hands-on class builds on the 
information provided in the introductory 
class, to provide more information on 
using RUSLE2 for soil erosion prediction.  
It will cover more information about 
building and using crop rotations, the 
tillage operations available for use in the 
program, how to choose an appropriate 
yield, and appropriate uses for the model. 
Participants will use RUSLE2 on their 
laptops in class exercises.

December 4, 2007. Pest Management. 
This classroom training is required for 
certification for NRCS Pest Management.  
It is being offered in conjunction with 
the CPM Short Course and Minnesota 
Crop Production Retailers Trade Show 
in Minneopolis. Check both tsp.umn.
edu and www.mcpr-cca.org for more 
information.
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Brezonik from page 1

faculty at the University of Minnesota in 
1981. During his Minnesota career he has 
held several positions, including found-
ing Director of Graduate Studies for the 
Water Resources Science Program. He 
was one of the original codirectors of 
the Water Resources Center and started 
the Minnegram newsletter in 1986. He 
has held the Fesler-Lampert Chair in 
Urban and Regional Affairs, and received 

the distinguished service award and the 
designation of lifetime associate from the 
National Research Council. Throughout 
his career, Professor Brezonik has main-
tained an active research program related 
to human impacts on surface water qual-
ity and mentored over 65 Masters and 
25 Ph.D. students Dr. Brezonik directed 
the Environmental Engineering Program 
at the National Science Foundation in 

Washington, D.C. from August 2004 to 
August 2007 and has just returned to 
his faculty position. In addition to his 
responsibilities as a program director 
at NSF, he served as the manager for 
planning a major facility project called 
WATERS Network, which is developing 
a network of intensively instrumented 
environmental observatories devoted to 
water research around the U.S.
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Publications and Resources
Best Management Practices for Pathogen 
Control in Manure Management 
Systems, by Mindy Spiehs and Sagar 
Goyal has just been published on the 
UM Extension Web site: extension.umn.
edu The publication is expected to be 
used as a regional resource for livestock 
producers.

Preliminary Plan (Phase I) for the 
Statewide Conservation and Preservation 
Plan has been prepared for the LCCMR 
by the Institute on the Environment, 
University of Minnesota. www.
MnConservationPlan.net/.

The University of Minnesota Duluth’s 
Weber Stream Restoration Initiative 
has created a new watershed education 
newsletter targeted specifically 
to residents of the Lake Superior 
Watersheds. The Stream-Line highlights 
water related activities and provides 
information to residents in those 
watersheds, as well as the necessary 
links to other resources regarding 
individual roles in protecting water 
quality. An electronic copy of the 
autumn 2007 Stream-Line can be viewed 
at LakeSuperiorStreams.org. Click on 

“Weber Restoration” and the link is on 
the lower side of the page.

Volatile Organic Compounds in the 
Nation’s Ground Water and Drinking-
Water Supply Wells, (Circular 1292), 
which is part of the U.S. Geological 
Survey (USGS) series of publications on 
"The Quality of Our Nation’s Waters" has 
been published. This and other reports 
are available on the internet at: http://
water.usgs.gov./nawqa/vocs/national_
assessment/.

communication designer, earned an 
APEX award of excellence for design and 
layout for “Building Superior Coastal 
Communities,” a 26-page booklet that 
helps residents around Lake Superior 
understand the sensitive landscape 
and consider options for community 
development that protect natural 
resources. and programs. 
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Adam Sealock and Claire Serieyssol-
Bleser represented the Water Resources 
Students In Action group as volunteers 
in the Water Quality Booth at the Slice of 
Shoreview celebration, 27-29 July 2007. 
This is the second year that WRSIA 
volunteers participated in the booth 
conducting educational activities such as 
on-site macroinvertebrate sampling and 

guided tours of a community maintained 
rain garden. 

Claire Serieyssol Bleser (Water 
Resources Science) was awarded a 
National Science Foundation GK-12 
Fellowship for 2007-08.
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