
Berlin's Arts, Culture, 
750th Birthday Marked 
at German Conference 
By Bill Hoffmann 

Listening to German spoken during 
the reception in St. Paul's elegantly 
restored "old world" Landmark 

Center Oct. 8 was like visiting Germany. 
It was the gala opening ofCLA's 

"Culture and Metropolis," an interna
tional conference, Oct. 8-11 , on the art 
and culture of Berlin from 1900 to the 
present, attended by more than 200 
faculty, students, staff, and members of 
the public. 

The conference, which also celebrated 
the 750th anniversary of Berlin, exam
ined Berlin's 20th-century culture 
through lectures, panel discussions, art 
exhibits, concerts, readings, and films. 
More than 50 scholars, critics, and writ
ers from the United States., East and 
West Germany, Canada, Sweden, and 
Scotland participated. Following the 
Landmark Center opening, sessions 
were held on campus in Coffman 
Memorial Union. 

Most people 's memories of Berlin 
are stamped with dramatic headlines and 
black and white photos and newsreels of 
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destruction in \\brld War II. But the 
memories-the 11-month Russian 
blockade of Berlin and the American 
airlift of supplies into Berlin in 1948-49, 
the brick-by-brick rebuilding of the city, 
the rebellion by 50,000 East Berlin 
workers in 1953, and the building of the 
nine-foot wall physically dividing East 
and West Berlin in 1961 - now are old 
news. 

"Berlin is vibrant. It is a cultural 
metropolis again," said Heidrun Suhr, 
visiting German Department professor 
from Germany who initiated and orga
nized the conference. "Berlin is more 
than a city divided by a wall." In fact, the 
Ministers for Cultural Affairs of the 
European Community chose Berlin as 
the "Cultural City of Europe 1988". 

Gunther van Well, ambassador to the 
United States for the Federal Republic of 
Germany, told the opening night audi
ence that Berlin plays a role as a catalyst 
for international art and that there now 
appears to be a "deep, realistic consen
continued on page 3 

CLA Debates Proposal 
to Split College, 
Enter New Academy 

By Joyce Wascoe 

II The prospect of splitting the 
College of Liberal Arts (CLA) into 

two colleges or of major restructuring 
within the college has been the subject 
of intense debate this summer and fall. 

The proposal was first made in June 
by the University's Task Force Report on 
Planning for the Twin Cities Campus, 
which was a major planning effort 
designed to put the University on the 
path toward·President Kenneth Keller's 
vision of Commitment to Focus. 

The task force report's recommenda-

INSIDE 
The gift of humor . • . .. . .. . . • . • . . . p.6 
ClA (lfaduate and former social WOik professor Mer
rlyn BeJgum makes a career change to stand-up com
edy in her sixties. 

tions to close the College of Veterinary 
Medicine and the School of Dentistry, 
which were quickly rejected by Presi
dent Keller and the Board of Regents, 
were the most controversial parts of the 
report and overshadowed plans for the 
liberal arts. 

The task force recommended that 
CLA become two colleges: a College of 
Humanities and Arts and a College of 
Social and Behavioral Sciences. The 
report said CLA, which is the largest 
continued on page 5 
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milion to the CLA Campaign thus far: 
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THE DEAN'S LIST 
Dean Fred Lukermann 

As most staff and alumni are probably aware, the air on campus this past 
summer and this fall is filled with discussions of Commitment to Focus (CTF), 
Plan for Focus (PFF), Strategy for Focus (SFF) and Preparing for the Twenty-First 
Century (PFTT -FC). The discussion concerns educational policy, institutional 
mission, structural organization, and titular rubrics. All of this is at a very high 
level, floating above the campus like a temperature inversion dropping particulate 
matter on sunning students and staff below. The incidence of vocal interchange 
is rising rapidly. In a quarterly newsletter, one can hardly report accurately on the 
state of the dialogue at any given moment; it changes so rapidly. But one is 
assured the air wiH clear sometime in December or January as the Regents pass 
on to the Legislature the burden of resources it will take to make all dreams come 
true. 

On the other hand, back on the ground, real changes are taking and have 
taken place that are meaningful in terms of carrying out the aspirations of 
Commitment to Focus. In the College of Uberal Arts, a working group ~he 
Menard committee) provided an agenda for four open forums on CTF and PFF. 
The college will pass on to the Vice President our considered opinions on all of 
the above matters in early December. More importantly, the college is moving 
forward on the second (foreign) language program (in our second year), with pilot 
programs in writing across the curriculum, in restructuring and expanding our 
international curricula, and in cuttural pluralism. Probably the most important 
action in the long run was a compact with the community colleges of the state on 
a joint admissions policy with CLA and the University. 

That announcement seems already to have had an effect on the Commitment 
to Focus plans to control enrollment numbers, to increase the proportion of 
upper division Ounior and senior) and graduate students, and to recruit high abiHty 
am:t minolity-students In ClA 

Enrollment: This fall total enrollment in CLA remained relatively stable but the 
proportion of freshmen decreased and the proportion of upper classmen 
increased. The trend desired and predicted by the Commitment to Focus has 
begun. (See Ftg. 1) 
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Minority enrollment: Despite the decline in freshmen numbers and the stability 
of total enrollments, minority enrollment increased significantly. In CLA minority 
enrollment increased 9.8 percent (11 0 students). 

Although freshman enrollment decreased, the proportion of high ability fresh
men increased significantly, as measured by high school work-and in the top 
three deciles. (See FIQ. 2) 

All in all, we did what we said we would do, despite all the hand-wringing and 
gnashing of teeth. 
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Union Pacific Gift Endows 
Early Modern History Fund 

II A $500,000 gift from the Union 
Pacific Corporation. matched with 

$500,000 from the University of Minne-
sota Permanent University Fund, has 
been designated to support two new 
programs, one of them in CLA. The gift 
honors Union Pacific head and Univer
sity graduate William S. Cook. 

The gift will initiate an endowment 
fund in early modern history in the 
Department of History and fund a new 
Center for Interdisciplinary Studies in 
Distribution and Logistics in the Carlson 
School of Management. 

The College of Liberal Arts will 
establish an endowed professorship 
connected to the Center for Early 
Modern History, which is one of the few 

CLA 
Editor's Note: Professor Poor shared 

his letter to Dean Fred Lukermann with 
CLA Today. 

The Editor's Note to the Dean's List 
column in the Spring '87 issue of CLA 
Today begins: "The Dean says this bears 
repeating," followed by the piece you 
wrote in 1985. It also prompts some 
comment. 

In your '85 piece you spoke of the 
work of at least "a half a dozen task 
forces over the past ten years ... just 
recently some movement ... but little 
discussion of the heart of the matter
the need for curriculum reform." Two 
years later you are doing a modified re
run of the column. That should tell you 
something. 

In your essay you say: "If interna
tional means cross-cultural or transna
tional in your perspective, then I think 
you are beginning to be theoretical and 
conceptually correct." While you were 
writing about it, I was doing it. In 1985 I 
taught the graduate methodology course 
in Art History. One set of readings 
concerned theories and methods of 
perception. We compared the writings 
of the 11th-century Chinese artist Guoxi 
to Bernard Berenson's art-historical 
notes on the subject and contrasted their 
views to the philosophical theories of 
Susan Langer. The field assignment 
required the actual application of their 
ideas to paintings by Guardi (mentioned 
by Berenson) and Canaletto, which were 
then on view in the Minneapolis Insti
tute of Arts. There is the "comparative 
analysis, comparative methodology, and 
comparative theory (that] is important in 
the liberal arts" that you call for in your 
column. It is the first thing that was 
dropped from the course when I went on 
sabbatical leave in the following year. 
Although the course was good enough to 
fulfill the methodology requirement at 

centers in the coun
try doing research in 
comparative world 
history from the 14th 
to the 18th centuries. 

William S. Cook, 
chairman, president, 
and chief executive 
officer of Union William S. Cook 
Pacific, is a Duluth, 
Minn., native who has been with the 
company since 1969. Cook graduated in 
1948 with a degree in business adminis
tration. He is a member of the Universi
ty's President's Club and the Alumni 
Association. In 1983, he received an 
Outstanding Achievement Award, the 
University's highest honor for alumni 
who have achieved distinction in their 
field. 

Harvard and was considered as a possi
ble model at the University of Chicago it 
was summarily dismissed here. That was 
two years ago. It would not surprise me 
if it happened again. The department 
still labels the art of all cultures located 
west of San Francisco and east of Suez 
"Non-Western" and calls the majority 
language of the world "exotic." I doubt 
that they are really interested in the kind 
of comparative attitude that you advo
cate. And you know it. Or at least you 
ought to. For you made many of the 
faculty appointments that set the tone of 
the department, a faculty that uses 
precisely those terms in the planning 
document recently submitted to your 
office. 

I have long shared your interest in 
internationalizing the curriculum; it was 
entirely natural to endorse your efforts in 
that endeavor. I have supported other 
policies, like transfer of effort, even 
when it proved to be detrimental to my 
personal interests to do so. Quite frankly, 
your original column of 1985 set a pessi
mistic tone that was more encouraging 
to those who opposed your policies than 
to those who supported them. The re
run of the column amounts to a tacit 
admission of defeat. With the exception 
of a single reference to "President 
Kenneth Keller's report, A Commitment 
to Focus" and to the "Chambers 
Report," your column lapses into the 
impersonal "you should do this" mode. 
Who should? Why? You speak about 
internationalizing the curriculum but 
seem to do little or nothing to really 
encourage or reward efforts in that 
direction. Some things do not need 
repeating. They require affirmative 
action. 

Robert Poor 
Professor, Art History, 
East Asian Studies, Center for 
Ancient Studies 



The metropolis and its people are mirrored in early photographs and paintings 
on display this year at exhibits in West and East Berlin marking the city's 750th 
anniversary. 

Berlin Conference 
continued from page 1 

sus" in the political environment 
between East and West Berlin. 

"It's a marvelous urban experiment," 
German professor Gerhard Weiss said 
following the conference. Weiss was 
referring to Berlin's heritage and 
contemporary tribulations and accom
plishments. His most recent visit to 
Berlin was in September. He grew up in 
Berlin and left in 1946 at the age of 20. 

"The city is desperately concerned to 
preserve its identity and infrastructure," 
said Weiss, noting that the city, in a way, 
is a state unto itself, similar to Washing
ton, D.C. 

West Berlin is an island city 110 miles 
inside what is now the German Demo
cratic Republic, which. most Americans 
refer to as East Germany. The city is 112 
miles south of the Baltic Sea, and 118 
miles north of Czechoslovakia. It is still 
divided administratively into American, 
British and French sectors. The former 
Russian sector is now the capital of the 
German Democratic Republic. 

Berlin, visibly split into West and East 
Berlin since 1961 by "the Wall," exists 
almost in a test tube, surrounded as it is 
by East Germany, Weiss said. West 
Berlin is extensively maintained by 
outside support. Yet, the rebuilt and 
thriving West Berlin continues to experi
ment with housing, public transit, and 
social and educational programs. It also 
is seeking a younger population and an 
increase in its industrial base. 

The apparent lack of news about 
Berlin in recent years has been good 
news. Berlin has gone from a period of 
confrontation to one of cooperation and 
consultation, Weiss said. 

Looking at Berlin's history, Weiss said 
Berlin between 1918 and 1933 provided 
a leadership role in European arts. "The 
Weimar Republic had very liberal laws 
that allowed great freedom to artists. It 
attracted artists from all over the world, 
building a Bohemian atmosphere. It was 
an experimental stage." 

The late 19th- and early 20th-century 
character of Berlin reflected its rapid 
growth as an industrial city. After World 
War I it continued to grow rapidly to 
more than four million people. Some 
were refugees from Russia, Poland, and 
other European countries. 

"People weren't tied to old traditions. 
It was almost a frontier town and a melt
ing pot, a heterogeneous environment in 
a homogeneous country," Weiss said. 

In 1937, after Adolph Hitler 

proclaimed the German Third Reich, he 
announced a gigantic monumental city 
plan for Berlin that was to be the heart of 
a I ,000-year Reich, Weiss said. 

Hitler's plan for Berlin was intended to 
glorify the National Socialist State, 
Weiss said. But, Hitler didn't bother to 
attend Berlin's 700th anniversary in 
1937 and sent only two lines of greet
ings. "He wasn't fond of Berlin," Weiss 
observed. 

Before Germany's political unification 
in 1871, Berlin was the capital of Prus
sia and before that the capital of the 
small principality of Brandenberg. Only 
the past 150 to 200 years of Berlin's 
history and the beginning of its urban 
planning are of major interest, Weiss 
said. "The first 500 years of Berlin 
history is dull reading." 

In the brochure prepared for the 
"Berlin, Art and Metropolis" exhibit at 
the University Art Museum held in 
conjunction with the conference, Art 
History professor and conference plan
ning committee member Charles 
Haxthausen wrote, "There was indeed 
something almost American about 
Berlin's rude modernity, its sudden 
metamorphosis from a relatively sleepy 
town of 150,000 inhabitants in 1800 to a 
city of nearly two million only a century 
later." 

As Berlin's character changed, it 
seemingly became, in the eyes of its 
visual artists, a subject unworthy of art, 
Haxthausen said. But by 1910 the 
expressionists in German art became the 
first generation to wholeheartedly 
embrace urban life as a subject matter, 
he said. A pictorial language emerged to 
represent the dynamic, frenetic character 
of urban experience. Some paintings 
included monumental street scenes, 
while other paintings, drawings, and 
prints depicted motifs from the cafe, the 
circus, and the cabaret. 

After World War I, there was a reac
tion against the emotionalism and 
subjectivism of expressionist art, 
Haxthausen said. Painting in the Weimar 
Republic (1919-33) moved toward a new 
objectivity. "Their art finally acknowl
edged that the artificial world of the 
street, the press, and the advertisement 
had replaced nature as the reality within 
which the majority of men and women 
now defined themselves and lived out 
their destinies," he observed. 

After the Nazis came to power in 

WHAT THE STUDENTS ARE DOING 

Marie Hammond 

• Two articles by honors student Marie 
Hammond, Speech-Communication. 
appeared in the spring 1987 issue of 
International Student, a publication of 
the Minnesota International Student 
Association. One article addressed her 
travel and research in Morocco; the 
other focused on an interview of a Mo
roccan enroned at the University. As a 
Studio Arts minor, she also drew the 
cover artwork, as well as several other 
sketches, for the issue. Hammond lives 
in St. Paul and works as a nurse part 
time; she also has taught first aid in 
Tunisia and English in China. Ham
mond recently won a merit scholarship 
for fall quarter. • Political Science 
honors senior Judy Grew, Duluth, has 
been elected 1987-88 Student Body 
President of the Twin Cities campus. 
• Robert Carpenter, who graduated 
this spring with an Individually De
signed Interdepartmental Major in In
tercultural Relations, is working as a 
coffee taster. Stationed outside the 
Costa Rican capital of San Jose, Car
penter uses his welt-trained palate to 
rate coffee bean quality. The steps he 
takes in grading coffee are sipping/ 
slurping, smeUing, tasting, then spit
ting out the liquid. • James Udden, 
Minneapolis, won the undergraduate 
division of the History department's 
annual "Class of 1889" essay com
petition for his paper, "Karl Marx, His
tory and the Inadvertent Recreation of 
God." • Peter Lawton, Marshfield, 
Wis., received a one-year apprentice
ship with the Children's Theatre Com
pany & School in Minneapolis. During 

1933, the urban art of the expressionists 
and realists, which had presented 
unpleasant truths about modern reality, 
was condemned as a symptom of the 
cultural decay for which National 
Socialism, with its return to "healthy" 
German values, was the ostensible cure, 
he said. 

"The 'new' art," Haxthausen said, 
"offered an escapism whose preferred 
forms were a heroic neoclassical style of 
a distinctly totalitarian bombast and an 
idyllic, 'volkisch' celebration of agrar
ian culture and village life-a Germany 
seemingly unblemished by the disease 
of modernity." 

While the conference saluted the 
750th anniversary of Berlin and exam
ined its 20th-century culture, it served as 
an example of interdisciplinary German 
studies, according to Heidrun Suhr, 
visiting German Department professor 
from Germany who initiated and orga
nized the conference. 

Suhr, who has been a visiting profes
sor in the the German Department since 
1984, is the first professor to be sent as 
part of the new interdisciplinary 
German Studies Program in the United 
States by the German Academic 
Exchange Service (Deutscher Akadem
ischer Austausch Dienst-DAAD). It is 
similar to the U.S. Fulbright scholarly 

the day, the Music major takes classes 
in dance, song, and theatre; at night, 
he performs in theatre productions. • 
The Office for Special Learning Oppor
tunities has awarded 10 students with 
alumni-funded grants for fall-quarter 
internships. Theresa Block, Farming
ton. an English student, is wori<ing with 
Lerner Publications, which specializes 
in children's books; Joseph Ferraro, 
Minneapolis, English, is writing a guide 
on legal aspects of the writing industry 
for The Loft, a literary arts organization; 
Christina Goodland, Bk River, En
glish honors, is learning about literary 
publishing at the Coffee House Press; 
Kathy Kluth, Mound, Urban Studies, 
is conducting research on solid-waste 
management with Hennepin County 
Commissioner John Derus; Erica 
Lepp, Bloomington, International Re
lations honors student, is a tibrary re
search assistant at the Central America 
Resource Center: Sandra One 
Feather, Tsaile, Ariz., Journalism, is 
writing and reporting for KFAJ radio; Tm 
Richmond, St. Louis Park, who plans 
to major in Journalism, is helping The 
Loft with public relations and publicity; 
Henry Schoonover, Rochester, Psy
chology, is working with autistic chil
dren at Minneapolis Children's Hospital; 
Scott Thompson, Roseville, a stu
dent in the Bachelor of Individualized 
Studies program, is helping St. Paul's 
World Theater with its marketing ef
forts; and Sheryl Thompson, Brook
lyn, N.Y., Journalism honors, is writing 
and researching stories for WCCO-lV. 

exchange program. Half her salary is 
paid by CLA 's German department and 
half by DAAD. She has also taught in 

the departments of 
History and Women's 
Studies. This fall she 
is teaching a course 
on Berlin in film and 
literature. 

Many participants 
in the conference, 

L...H-e-id_ru_n_ S_u-hr--' especially those 
from West Berlin, 

were also involved in another DAAD 
conference Oct. l-4, "Writing in the 
Metropolis, Literature and the Public in 
Berlin," at the University of Montreal. 
CLA 's German Department and the 
University of Minnesota collaborated in 
that conference. 

The interdisciplinary conference was 
sponsored by CLA 's Department of 
German in cooperation with 12 other 
CLA departments, Coffman Union, 
Minnesota Union Performing Arts 
Program, and the University .• 
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1987 is Landmark Year for History Prof 
By Jeanine Halva-Neubauer 

* It's not that he doesn't like a good 
party. It's just that this party just 

goes on and on. 
Well, the party's over ... almost. 
"I'm two times as busy as any other 

year," Paul Murphy declared. That's 
because the History and American Stud
ies professor is a constitutional history 
expert. Coincidentally, 1987 is the 200th 
anniversary of the signing of the U.S. 
Constitution-an observance marked 
by a year-long fete. 

Murphy has p::"II-::-:an=-=n:-=e-:rd and participated 
in scores of bicentennial events, includ
ing being Scholar-in-Residence for the 
YMCA's ·~mericans on Purpose" 
program. His hope for this landmark 
year is that the public gains a clearer 
understanding of how a constitutional 
government works. If you know how the 
Constitution can be used, the historian 
said, it is less likely that it will be 
abused. 

What most impresses Murphy about 
the Constitution is "its briefness (7 ,000 
words), its flexibility; without at the 
same time the loss of values which it is 
seeking to preserve and extend." 
Although he emphasized the document 
is "not a package of easy answers ... it 
enshrines essential American values
liberty and justice for all." 

But liberty and justice are not fixed 
terms, Murphy cautioned. They have 
been defined in ways the framers could 
not have foreseen. The Constitution was 
first readapted in the 1800s as a 
response to rapid industrialization when 

Nearv. 
Minnesota bans 
prior restraint 
(preventing 

publication) by Prohibition 
the government becomes first 
in nearly all repealed 
instances amendment 

1937 
FOR tries to 
raise Court 
membership to 
15 to pack It 
with jurists 
sympathetic to 
his programs 

"liberty" came to mean economic 
liberty, he said. When business exploita
tion became excessive at the century's 
end, liberty became associated with the 
modern welfare state. 

During World War I, First Amend
ment liberties were curtailed. Such 
restrictions led to another redefinition of 
liberty, this time in terms of human 
rights or civil liberties. Murphy added 
that, as a result, freedom from political 
oppression has become a hallmark of 
tlie 20th century. 

How do these redefinitions comport 
with the notion of original intent? 
According to the bespectacled scholar, 
they don't. "Original intent would have 
greatly offended the Founding Fathers," 
he insisted. They rejected reliance on 
historical interpretation; if they had not, 
Murphy believes the drafting of a docu
ment as radical as the Constitution might 
never have occurred. 

If the framers had an original intent, 
he quipped, it was that future genera
tions should not to be concerned with 
original intent. Quoting John Marshall 
(Chief Justice from 180 1-1835), 
Murphy stressed the idea of a "living" 
Constitution meant to "endure ages to 
come and, consequently, to be adapted 
to the various crises of human affairs." 

A variety of factors led to Murphy's 
constitutional pursuits. His father's 
concern with what he considered were 
several unconstitutional acts by then
president Franklin Roosevelt first 
piqued the Idaho native's curiosity. His 

1944 1954 
Court condones Brown v. Board overturning the 1957 
confinement of of Education 

Paul Murphy 

parents' outrage when Japanese Ameri
cans were sent to relocation camps 
during World War II also sparked his 
interest. 

As a graduate student at the Univer
sity of California-Berkeley in 1950, 
Murphy was told he must sign a loyalty 
oath in order to teach courses. A year 
later, he was disturbed that alleged 
communists were being denied free
speech rights. "You don't protect liberty 
by silencing its critics," he recalled 
saying. 

His constitutional appetite whetted, 
Murphy went on to produce what he 
considers his most widely read and 
influential work, a 1963 article called 
"Time to Reclaim: Current Challenge of 
American Constitutional History." In it, 
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duringWWII schools, constitutional voting rights; 
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Murphy concluded that the Constitution 
largely served America's "haves." 

"Up until the 1950s," Murphy said, 
"those who had economic power, had 
civil liberties." The advent of the Warren 
Court, with its concern over issues 
rather than rules, opened the courts to 
"have nots." 

A profound change ensued. "Since 
the 1960s, the Constitution has increas
ingly become a people's document," he 
said, a trend Murphy feels will continue. 
In fact, expanding rights of American 
Indians, juveniles, and the Amish are the 
focus of the scholar's current research. 

Murphy, who also teaches part-time at 
Hamline University Law School, has 
written numerous books and articles on 
constitutional theory, history, and inter
pretation, including The Meaning of 
Freedom of Speech: First Amendment 
Freedoms From Wilson to FDR, for 
which he won the 1973 American Bar 
Association's Gavel Award for 
"outstanding contribution to public 
understanding of the American system 
of law and justice." 

Not one to rest on past laurels, 
Murphy, 64, continues to amass 
research, teaching, and public-service 
accolades, the most recent being the 
1987 Public Lecture Award by the 
Minnesota Humanities Commission. 
The lecture, titled ·~n Historian's Bicen
tennial: Living with the Living Constitu
tion," was given (appropriately) at St. 
Paul's Landmark Center in September. 

Naturally, a party followed. • 

1973 
Roev. Wade 
restricts state 
control over 
abortions 
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place 



Winton Chair To Support 
Innovative Research 

David Michael Winton and Sarah 
(Penny) Rand Winton, of Wayzata, 

have pledged $500,000 to establish the 
Winton Chair in the Liberal Arts. The 
gift, which will be matched by the 
University of Minnesota's Permanent 
University Fund, will provide a $1 
million endowed professorship. 

Scholars will be chosen by the Dean 
of the College of Liberal Arts in consul-

David Michael 
Winton 

Sarah (Penny) 
Winton 

tation with the donors to fill the chair's 
seven-year term. The scholar can come 
from any discipline. 

"It is a highly innovative approach for 
an endowed chair, because it provides 
flexibility for the college," said Julieann 
Carson, associate dean for Institutional 
Relations. ·~n extraordinary scholar 
challenging traditional thought is the 
special focus for this chair." 

David Michael Winton is chairman of 
the board of Pas Lumber Co. in British 
Columbia. He graduated from Princeton 
University and Harvard University 
School of Business. 

Penny Rand Winton, a 1974 CLA 
graduate, was the 1985-86 president of 
the Minnesota Alumni Association. She 
is a member of the CLA Campaign 
board and has been involved in volunteer 
activities for several civic organizations. 

Academy Would Combine CLA, IT, CBS 

continued from page 1 

unit in the University, suffers from 
"giantism," which prevents optimal 
administration. 

At the time CLA Today went to press 
in early November, the planning process 
was continuing. The University admin
istration was considering recommenda
tions from colleges and was scheduled to 
present a plan to the Board of Regents in 
February, with final action expected 
from the regents in March. 

The task force proposed that the two 
new CLA colleges, the College of 
Biological Sciences, and the Institute of 
Technology (I. T.) would be the four core 
colleges under a new Academy ofArts 
and Sciences. The Academy would be 
headed by a new vice president and vice 
provost, which, the report said, would 
ensure that the basic arts and sciences 
would be "directly and effectively repre
sented at the highest levels of University 
administration." 

General College and University 
College would also become part of the 
Academy structure. 

The Academy would be a single entry 
point for lower division (freshman and 
sophomore) students and would include 
lower division advising and carefully 
constructed lower division core curri
cula. A Council of Deans from the four 
core colleges \muld coordinate the arts 
and sciences core and provide guidance 
for campus-wide undergraduate 
education. 

The task force recommended an 
increased budget for CLA 's two new 
colleges, $4 million for the College of 
Humanities and the Arts to restore the 
arts and humanities programs to a posi
tion of scholarly distinction, and $1.7 
million for the College of Social and 
Behavioral Sciences to further support 
nationally distinguished units. The 
report acknowledged that if dentistry 
and veterinary medicine were not 
closed, these figures would be cut back 
to $1.3 million for the humanities and 
$. 7 million for the social sciences. 

In early August, CLA deans 
responded to the report by recommend
ing that the college remain together, but 

that it be subdivided into several autono
mous clusters, such as performing arts, 
fiumanities, sociaf sciences, and interna
tional studies. These clusters would have 
more budgetary autonomy. The deans 
said "substanial additional resources 
would be required." 

The deans endorsed the concept of a 
single entry college for the Twin Cities 
campus to reaffirm the central role of 
the arts and sciences and to strengthen 
liberal education for all undergraduates. 
However, they rejected the idea of an 
academy as overly centralized and 
distant from the faculties. The deans 
proposed campus-wide uniform prepara
tion standards, campus-wide automatic 
admission requirements, and campus
wide degree requirements, including 
math, writing, second language, as well 
as basic liberal arts courses. 

In September, a CLA faculty commit
tee called the Working Group on Colle
giate Structure made several 
recommendations, including splitting 
the college in two, following the recom
mendation of the original task force. It 
said, however, that "without additional 
resources, restructuring can have only a 
marginal effect on the quality of our 
work." Without the $5.7 million recom
mended for the arts and sciences, the 
report said, "the faculty of CLA would 
be right to conclude that extensive 
change is not worth the trouble." 

Intense discussion among CLA 
faculty followed the working group 
report. There seemed to be strong senti
ment on the part of some humanities 
faculty members for a separate college, 
but not without additional funding. 
Other faculty members suggested 
compromise positions such as restruc
turing within the present CLA. 

In November, the I. T. faculty voted to 
oppose the idea of an Academy. I. T., 
which admits many of its engineering 
students right out of high school, said it 
could not endorse one set of admission 
standards and therefore wanted to 
remain independent. 

In early November, CLA deans were 
preparing the final college position.• 

WHAT THE PROFS ARE DOING 
John Borchert 

• America's Northern Heartland, by 
John Borchert, Regents' Professor of 
Geography, was published in October 
by the University of Minnesota Press. 
An expert on the economic geography 
of the Upper Midwest, Borchert wrote 
the book, which spans the last cen
tury, "to help (readers) understand why 
8 million people thrive in a part of the 
country most Americans think is unin
habitable-suitable only to test bat
teries and pickup trucks.'' • Journalism 
and Mass Communciation professor 
Theodore Glasser received the 1987 
Krieghbaum Under-Forty Award for 
outstanding achievement in research, 
teaching, and public service. The 
award, along with a $750 prize, was 
presented at the Association for Edu
cation in Journalism and Mass Com
munication 's annual meeting. • 
Dianne Van Tasell, Communication 
Disorders, has been named editor of 
the American Speech-Language
Hearing Association's Journal of 
Speech and Hearing Research. • Nina 
Etkin, Anthropology, is conducting re
search in rural Nigeria this academic 
year on indigenous and Western med
ical practices among the Hausa peo
ple. While in Nigeria, Etkin will be a 
research professor in the Department 
of Pharmacognosy and Drug Devel
opment at Ahmadu Bello University. • 
The Barthes Effect, by Reda Bens
maia, French and Italian and Compar
ative Literature, recently was published 
by the University of Minnesota Press. 
The book traces the evolution of the 
philosophical essay in modem thought. 
• History professor John Howe has 
been named interim University librar
ian. Howe was elected to the Univer-

CLA 

sity Senate Ubrary Committee in 1986; 
his interim appointment runs for two 
years. • Norman Garmezy, Psy
chology, was elected a fellow of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sci
ences at the academy's annual meet
ing. • J. Bruce Overmier, also of 
Psychology, was elected president of 
the Midwestern Psychological Asso
ciation for 1987-88. • Spanish and 
Portugese professor Anthony Zahar
eas has been conducting research in 
Spain for a four-book series on the 
Middle Ages that explores the history 
of marginal peoples through literary 
form and structure. A three-volume 
work by Zahareas was published this 
fall by the Medieval Hispanic Seminary 
at the University of Wisconsin. • The 
1987 Gordon L. Starr Award for serv
ice to students was given to Music 
professor Charles Furman. The honor 
is presented by the Minnesota Student 
Association. • Audiologist Jane 
Carlstrom, Communication Disor
ders, organized a delegation of com
munication-disorder specialists for a 
scientific exchange program with China. 
Early identification of disabled children 
was the focus of the August visit. • 
Stuart Schwartz, History, received an 
honorary doctorate from the Federal 
University of Bahia, Brazil, for his work 
on Brazilian history. • A M1nnesota 
Humanities Commission grant was 
awarded to William Coulson, Clas
sical Studies, for a project on biblical 
archaeology. • Travis Thompson, 
Psychology, has been named Director 
of the Institute for Disabilities Studies. 
The University-wide center uses a 
cross-disciplinary approach to re
search developmental disabilities. 

Murphy Hall was one of the first 
buildings in the country designed spe
cifically for journalism instruction. It is 
named after William Murphy, publisher 
of the Minneapolis Tribune from 1893-
1918, who left an endowment fund for 
a School of Journalism {now called the 
Scnoof of Journalism and Mass Com
munication). The facade of this nearly 
60-year-old structure contains some 
interesting decorations called colo
phons. Colophons were used by early 
printers as signatures for their books; 
two different stone-carved colophons 
flank each main entrance. Five other 
printers' marks made of brass and 
painted black appear between sec
ond- and third-floor windows; these 
colophons are repeated along the 
building. 



COLLEGE 
Walter Heller Dies at 71 

Regents' Professor Emeritus Wal
ter W. Heller, chief economic adviser 
for Presidents John F. Kennedy and 
Lyndon B. Johnson. died of a heart at
tack June 15. He was 71. Heller came 
to the University in 1946 and was a key 
figure in establishing the Department 
of Economics in 1957. Hefter officially 
retired in June 1986, but he was plan
ning to teach a basic macroeconom
ics course this fall. Heller was best 
known for his successful recommen
dation in the early 1960s to enact an 

$11.5 billion cut in personal and busi
ness income taxes to stimulate eco
nomic growth when he was chairman 
of the President's Council of Eco
nomic Advisers. Former Vice Presi
dent Walter Mondale, Hobart 
Rowan, economic columnist for the 
Washington Post, Nobel Prize winner 
James Tobin, Sterling Professor of 
Economics at Yale University, and 
several other friends of Heller spoke at 
his memorial service held at the Uni-
versity in June. 

Social Worker Bel gum 
Begins Comedy Career 
1in her Sixties 
By Sue Quinlan 

ClA fall-quarter enrollment is 17,082, 
an increase of 1.5 percent compared 
with last YElar. However, CLA attained 
its goal of limiting the number of new 
high school students (NHS). The goal 
was 2,6()(}2, 700 NHS. The official fiQ
ure is 2,495, a decrease of 18.8 per
cent compared with last year. A strong 
increase in the continuing student 
population accounted for the higher 
total overall. Twin Cities campus en
rollment dropped 1.6 percent, due in 
pat t to ~'S f !OitJitlg tt 1e 1tr'l't::l' urr NHS 
admissions. The U is committed to a 
decline in enrollment in order to re
ceive Commitment to Focus money 
from the Legislature. 

A $50,000 gift was donated to the 
Immigration History Research Center 
by Kaale H. Lehtinen to support Fin
nish-American studies. Lehtinen, of 
Newport, N.H., made the gift in cele
bration of his 95th birthday. Funds will 
be used to continue a Finnish-Ameri
can newspaper microfilming project; 
publish a book by Helmi Mattson. a 
Fmnish-American writer, feminist, and 
political activist in Minnesota and 
Washington; and compile and index the 
centers- C01tection of Firlnist'l'-Amett
can photographs. 

II "I think I was born thinking funny," 
said Merrilyn Bel gum. Some six 

decades later, she has capitalized on that 

want to retire." As for her new-found 
celebrity status (she has been featured in 
articles in Mpls.-St. Paul magazine, The 
Minnesota Daily, and the Star Tribune), 
Belgum admitted, "I don't know that 
I'm famous, but I've never felt better. I'd 
like to be into comedy as long as I can. I 
think the funny years are 63 to 93 ." 

Rew (Skip) Godow Jr., previous di
rector of the honors program at the 
College of Charleston, Charleston, S.C., 
began his new position in September 
as head of the CLA Honors Program. 
Godow, 41, was interim dean of un
dergraduate studies at the College of 
Charleston, a state-supported institu
tion with 5,000 students. Godow is in
terested in curriculum development and 
innovation, such as team teaching and 
interdisciplinary courses. 

John Wolff joined CLA this summer 
as development director. Dan Wack
man, who has served as the executive 
director of the CLA Campaign for the 
past year, will return to his position as 
a professor in the School of Journal
ism and Mass Communication. Wolff 
was executive director of the Univer
sity of Cincinnati Foundation. He has 
done fund raising for Berea College in 
Kentucky, Children's Hospital in Cin
cinnati, and the Cincinnati Symphony 
Orchestra. He is married to Karen Wolff, 
who was appointed director of the 
School of Music this summer. 

JANUARY 
Lectures 
6 "Interpreting Peanuts: 
The Comic Strip as Ror
schach Test," Lawrence 
Mintz, University of Mary
land, 7:30 p.m., Coffman 
Theater Lecture Hall. For 
information. call 624-9876 

© 1950, 1958 United Feature Syndicate, Inc. 

"'9 "Hunters of the Sky," 
lecture and flight demon
stration of raptors. noon, 
Bell Museum of Natural 
History. For information, 
call 624-1852 
13 "Child and Childlike: 
The Politics of Frustration 
in the 19th-Century Comic 
Strip,' ' David Kunzle. 
UCLA. 7:30 p.m., Coff
man Theater Lecture Hall. 
For information, call 624-
9876 
20 "America Laughs: 
'Serious' Art and the 
Comic Tradition in Amer
ica," Karal Ann Marling, 
Art History, 7:30 p.m., 

Coffman Theater Lecture 
Hall. For information, call 
624-9876 
*27 "Ethical Leadership," 
Spectrum Lecture, 
George Shapiro, Speech
Communication, 7 p.m. 
For information and toca
tion, call625-5031 
27 "1n Honor of Lucy: 
Women and the Comics," 
panel discussion with car
toonists Greg Howard, 
Trina Robbins, and Dale 
Messick and comics his
torian Maurice Hom, 7:30 
p.m., Coffman Theater 
Lecture Hall. For informa
tion, call624-9876 

gift in a big way. Bel gum, now 63, feels 
she's not too old to have started a second 
career as a stand-up comedienne. 
"Reagan does it," she said. 

A 1946 CLA graduate, Belgum 
recently retired from the University's 
School of Social Work, where she was 
an assistant professor and executive 
director of the 1\vin Cities International 
Program for social workers for 19 years. 
But she didn't put up her feet or start 
dabbling in hobbies. Instead, she 
decided to devote her full-time attention 
to a comedy career. 

Bel gum made her first on-stage 
appearance in 1984 at the Cleveland 
Comedy Club, where she won top 
honors. Shortly thereafter, she appeared 
at an "Open Stage" night at Dudley 
Riggs' ETC Theater in Minneapolis. She 
was hired to join the "What's So Funny 
About Being Female?" review and has 
since appeared in other Dudley Riggs 
shows, a KTCA-TV comedy special, 
and several one-woman shows. 

Belgum said she's always been funny, 
but now, ''I'm funny full time. It's a 
good way to make money .... I don't 

Belgum entertained alumni from 
CLA, the College of Education, and the 
Carlson School of Management at a 
Homecoming reunion dinner Oct. 17. 
Since she settled in the 1\vin Cities 
suburb of Fridley, she has kept in touch 
with many of her classmates and said 
she felt "honored and excited" to 
perform for them. She also admitted that 
"there is no greater high ... than to 
have a roomful of people laughing." 
Members of the classes of 1917, 1927, 
1937, and 1947 enjoyed the real-life 
humor of Belgum, resplendent in her 
sequined dress, trademark feather boa, 
and "industrial strength glasses." 
(Belgum claims that "I've never seen the 
big 'E' "on vision charts.) 

The Twins were playing in the first 
game of the World Series the night of 
her Homecoming performance, so 
Belgum threw a little baseball humor 
into her act. "Until a few days ago, I 

FEBRUARY 
Lecture 

Exhibits 
Thru Feb. 28 "Drawn frorr 
the Sea: Art in the Service 
of Ichthyology," Bell 
Museum of Natural His
tory, Jaques Gallery. For 
information, call624-185: George Shapiro 

Performances 
*10 Ohio Ballet, 7:30 
p.m., Northrop Audito
rium. For information and 
tickets, call624-2345 

3 "Comics in Other Cul
tures," Frederik Schodt, 
author, and Harold Hinds, 
UM-Morris, 7:30 p.m., 
Coffman Theater Lecture 
Hall. For information, call 
624-9876 

Conference 
*5 "Tropical Forests: The 
Minnesota Connection,'' 
conference for environ
mental and policy profes
sionals and the concerned 
public, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Bell Museum of Natural 
History. For information, 
call624-1852 



thought 'Niekro on the mound' was a 
new version of tuna salad." 

Belgum's schedule is burgeoning with 
performances, appearances at local 
churches and group meetings, and semi
nars on humor and its applications to 
such diverse topics as health, teaching, 
parenting, aging, and life in general. 

"I have a lot of convictions about how 
humor can be used," she said. ·~s I 
became older, I became aware of what a 
wonderful tool humor is." Belgum said 
she probably used humor unconsciously 
as a social worker. The seminars she 
gives to teachers, health-care workers, 
and church members are a natural 
outgrowth of her former and present 
careers. "Humor allows you to be free," 
she said. "If you're laughing, you're 
freed to find solutions." 

While she denied being Fridley's 
answer to Erma Bombeck, Belgum does 
write a newspaper column for the 
Minnesota Women£ Press and feels that 
"the reason people enjoy what I do is 
because it's from real life." Belgum tries 
out her material on her children and 
considers her family "the best source of 
humor I have." Three of her six children 
attended the University; her son Rolf 
will graduate from CLA in December. 

Belgum also uses her family as the 
subject of many of her jokes. At the 
CLA reunion, she recited a poem about 
which child loved Mother best, conclud
ing that "the will will show who Mom 
loved best." She added, "I told my 
family the other day, 'One false move 
and it all goes to the University!' " 

Bel gum prefers the title of humorist to 
comedienne. "To be a really good 
humorist, you have to have a sense of the 
tragic side of life. Laughter and tears are 
very close." She calls humor an equal
izer: "You can know people in a differ
ent way after you've laughed with them. 
Humor breaks down barriers. If you 
laugh with someone, you can't be too 
angry with them." 

It appears that Merrilyn Belgum has 
become a crusader of sorts for the · 
importance of humor in our lives. 
·~yone who knows me would say I've 
laughed a lot," she said. And she intends 
to keep on spreading that therapeutic 
laughter wherever she goes.• 

ALUMNI 
Parrot Promotes Hiring 
of CLA Graduates 

A full-color poster of a parrot pro
moting a liberal arts education is avail
able for sale to alumni who might want 
to decorate their home or office, or give 
it as a gift to a CLA student or new 
graduate. 

The poster is the second part of an 
advertising campaign developed by the 
ClA-University College Alumni Socj.. 
ety to promote a liberal arts education 
and to encourage employers to hire 
liberal arts graduates. 

The advertising campaign brought 
the CLA-UC Alumni Society Board the 
Minnesota Alumni Association's Pro
gram Extraordinaire Award in October 
for one of the most creative and inno
vative volunteer programs. 

The poster was featured in the 
advertising trade journal, Advertising 
Age, in August as an example of cre
ative advertising from around the world. 

The poster is available for $7, which 
includes postage, by sending a check 
made out to Minnesota Alumni Asso
ciation to College of Liberal Arts Insti
tutional Relations, 202 Johnston Hall, 
101 Pleasant St. S.E., Minneapolis, MN 
55455. Two posters can be pur
chased for $6 each. 

An ad for the poster appears in a fall 
issue of Minnesota magazine. The 
posters are being marketed to CLA
UC Alumni Society members and stu
dents through the University 
bookstores. 

Another ad, "The Best Manage
ment Courses Aren't," also designed 
to promote hiring of liberal arts gradu
ates, was mailed to local employers last 
spring and appeared in Minnesota and 
Corporate Report. The ad will reap
pear in those magazines this fall. 

11-March 4 "The Illustra
tor as Storyteller: Calde
cott Medal and Honor 
Books 1938-1984," Uni
versity Art Museum, 
Northrop galleries. For 
information, call624-9876 

'*26, 28 "The Snob," by 
Carl Stemheim, University 
Theatre, 8 p.m. (3 p.m. 
Sundays}, Arena Theatre, 
Rarig Center. For informa
tion, call 625-4001 

*4-5 "Sociolinguistic 
Research in Spanish: 
Europe, Latin America and 
the United States." For 
information, call 625-0727 
31, April1-2 "Cultural
Historical Grounding for 
Hispanic and Luso-Brazil
fan Feminist Literary Criti
cism," sponsored by 
Spanish and Portuguese. 
For information, call625-
5858 

Performances 
*12-14, 18-21,25-28 "The 
Boys from Syracuse," by 
George Abbott, music by 
Richard Rodgers, Univer
sity Theatre. 8 p.m. (3 
p.m. Sundays), Thrust 
Theatre. Rarig Center. For 
information, call 625-4001 

MARCH 
Conferences 
3-5 ''The Irrelevance of 
Beauty: Philosophical 
Foundations of Architec
ture," sponsored by Phi
losophy and School of 
Architecture, Coffman 
Union Theater. For infor
mation, call 625-Q727 

Exhibit 
13-May22 "The Spirit of 
H.H. Richardson on the 
Midland Prairies," Univer
sity Art Museum, Northrop 
galleries. For information, 
call 624-9876 

Uoi M liBERAl A.<l> GRA!l'JATES 

Campbell Mithun Advertising of 
Minneapolis prepared the ads, with 
much of the creative wor1< donated by 
ClA alumni. It was estimated that the 
campaign would have cost $20,000 
otherwise. Proceeds from the sale of 
the posters will help defray the cost of 
placing the magazine ads.• 

Spectrum Lecture 

Focuses on Leadership 
George Shapiro, professor in the 

Department of Speech-Communica
tion, will give the winter Spectrum Lec
ture about "Ethical Leadership," 
Wednesday, Jan. 27 at 7 p.m. in 320 
Cottman Union. 
CLA Alumni Society members may 
attend free; non-members pay $::L• 

CLA Alumni Donations 
Top $15 Million for 
Minnesota Campaign 

In August, more than 170 ClA alumni 
attended a Centennial Showboat per
formance in their honor in appreciation 
for their gifts of volunteer time or dona
tions of $100 or more to the college 
during the last fiscal year. 

Dean Fred Lukermann told the 
guests that CLA has raised more than 
$15 million, including matches from the 
Permanent University Fund, thus far in 
the three-year Minnesota Campaign. 
Most of the large donations will estab
lish endowed chairs for professors. 

More than 5<XXJ CLA alumni donated 
$251,160 to CLA programs through 
telephone solicitations this year. That 
represents an increase of 14 percent 
in donations and an increase of 9 per
cent in the number of donors over the 
previous year. 

During the last year of the cam
paign, which ends June 30, 1988, tbe 
ccillege will continue to seek large gifts 
for endowed chairs. Other .priorities 
include funds for strengthening the 
wrtting program and the performing arts 
laboratory addition to the School of 
Music building. 

At the Showboat evening, Associ
ate Dean of Institutional Relations 
Julieann Carson surprised Dean 
Lukermann with a President's Club 
plaque acknowledging his gift of more 
than $10,000 to the college. 

The guests, who were served cake 
and champagne, saw a performance 
of "The Bat," a mystery play by Mary 
Roberts Rinehart, produced by Thea
tre Arts students.• 

Performances 
*1 Belgrade State Folk 
Ensemble, 8 p.m., North· 
rap Auditorium. For infor
mation and tickets, call 
624-2345 

*9 Mark Morris Dance 
Group, 8 p.m., Northrop 
Auditorium. For informa
tion and tickets, call624-
2345 

information, call English, 
625-3363 

Conferences 

*4,6, 11 "The Snob," by APRIL 
Carl Stemheim, see Feb. 
261isting Lecture 

21 "The Politics of Narra
tive in the Novels of Mar
garet Atwood," Joseph 
Warren Beach Lecture, 

*3,5, 10 "Brecht on 
Brecht," by Bertolt Brecht 
and George Tabori, Uni
versity Theatre, 8 p.m. (3 
p.m. Sundays), Arena Annette Kolodny, author 
Theatre, Rarig Center. For of The Lay of the Land 
information call 625-4001 and The Land Before Her, 

1-2 "Cultural-Historical 
Grounding for Hispanic 
and Luso-Brazilian Femin· 
ist Literary Criticism," 
sponsored by Spanish 
and Portuguese. For infor
mation, call625-5858 
*7·9 15th Annual Meet
ing, Midwest Art History 
Society. For information, 
call 625-0727 

' 8 p.m., Coffman Union 
Theater Lecture Hall, 
reception following. For 

*indicates admission charge 



O'Connor and Hannan Firm 
Donates Law and Language 
Visiting. Professorship 

II The Minneapolis law firm of 
O'Connor and Hannan has pledged 

more than $250,000 to the University of 
Minnesota to establish a distinguished 
visiting professorship for the study of 
law and language. 

The gift is being made in the name of 
Frederick W. Thomas, one of the found
ing members of the firm, who died in 
1986 and who was known for his love of 
good language. The endowment will 

Fred W. Thomas 

come from the law firm and friends of 
Thomas. It will be matched by Minneso
ta's Permanent University Fund, a 
special allotment released by the Legis
lature in 1985. 

The endowment will bring to campus 
each year a distinguished visiting 
scholar who is an expert in the relation
ship between law and language. The 
College of Liberal Arts and the Law 
School will jointly administer the 
position. 

Joe A. Walters, a managing partner in 
the firm, said O'Connor and Hannan 
attorneys wanted to honor Thomas as a 
person as well as for the example he set 
by using good language. 

"Lawyers communicate through 
language. and the most important 
element of their work is the spoken and 
written word," Walters said. "There is 
need for improvement in the judicial 
system. For example, there is concern 
about the incomprehensibility of the 
jury instructions that are being used 
daily in courtroom practice. Much of it 
is difficult for lawyers and impossible for 
juries to understand." 

The professorship will result in 
research in law and language along with 
new courses available to students in both 
the College of Liberal Arts and the Law 
School.• 

CLA 
College of Ubera.l Arts 
203 Johnston Hall 
101 Pleasant St. S.E. 
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455 

HELP MENTOR A STUDENT 

II Help a CLA student! The CLA Career Development Office and the CLA/ 
, University College Alumni Board need you as a mentor for students. 

In a pilot program, developed this year, these groups plan to pair CLA 
honors students (freshmen to seniors) with alumni, matching them for career 
interests. They are looking for alumni from a wide range of professions and 
vocations. 

Mentors and students will meet, usually once per week, during a 1 0-week 
period. This is an opportunity for students to meet regularly, one-on-one, with 
someone in a career that interests the students. The program is patterned after a 
successful alumni-student mentoring program in the School of Journalism and 
Mass Communication. 

Alumni interested in volunteering their time may call the college at 625-5031 .• 


