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Summer Institutes take CLA to China 
by Bill Hoffmann 

"I like you-our American 
teachers. I like your frankness. I 
like your friendly attitude. For 
many times, I was deeply moved 
by your hard-working spirit and 
thoughtful teaching plans. You 
give me a mirror which reflects 
the able teaching staff In the 
U.S.A." 

Chinese teachers, as the one 
above, participating in the first 
College of Liberal Arts summer 
institute in China for teachers of 
English for science and technology 
thought carefully about their 
evaluation of the institute. 

The English institute was one of 
two institutes in China this summer 
involving CLA. The other was the 
first annual two-month Summer 
Intensive Chinese Language 
Institute at Nankai University, 
Tianjin. It was one of the first of 
its kind sponsored by both an 
American and a Chinese university. 

Planning for future institutes and 
facuJtylstudent axcnanges is 
expected to be handled by the 
newly established China Center in 
a broad University context. 

Dean Fred Lukermann said the 
China Center's main purpose is to 
channel outside funding from the 
business world and other private 
sources to support further 
exchanges and develop external 
contacts. The center will also aid 
in making CLA China program 
proposals to other agencies. 

Director of the China Center Mai
Ling Hsu, Geography, said that 
until now each program had to be 

negotiated, organized, financed, 
and planned separately. The center 
will serve as a base to coordinate 
planning and evaluate programs. 

The institute for Chinese 

teachers of scientific and technical 
English, held June 19 to July 12, 
was an extensive program involving 
37 college-level teachers in China. 
The host institution was Jilin 

The English summer institute staff seen with foreign affairs representatives and 
interpreters at one of the "outer monasteries" in Chengde, China. Chengde is the 
site of the summer residence of the Bhing Dynasty emperors (17th to 19th 
centuries). Upper left, sitting in a wall opening at a park surrounding the recently 
opened Emperor's Summer Residence, are Betty Robinett, codirector of the 
summer 1980 scientific and technical English institute in China, and Mark Landa, 
Unguistics, one of the four University faculty members teaching in the institute. 

University of Technology in 
Changchun. 

The experience will be 
"immediately reflected" in the 
teaching here of English as a 
Second Language (ESL) by the 
four Minnesota faculty in the 
institute, predicted Dr. Betty 
Robinett, Linguistics. 

Dr. Robinett, who is acting 
assistant vice president for 
academic affairs at the University, 
on leave from the department of 
ESL, set up the institute in 
response to a request from 
Chinese educators while she was 
traveling with the University's first 
delegation to the People's Republic 
of China in September 1979. 

As a result of the exchanges, 
she added, teachers in China may 
want to come here to work in the 
ESL master's program. 

Dr. Robinett said the University 
group traveled by train in China. 
One trip was 5 to 6 hours, while 
another was overnight. 

"You see everything by train," 
she said, such as workers in the 
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Teaching writing undergoes radical changes 
"What is that thesis sentence 

going to be?" The freshman 
composition student used to ponder 
over those beginning few words of 
his English theme more than any 
other. 

Then if he could get point small 
"a." to follow point "1." and that to 
follow large "A." and Roman 
numeral "1.", he'd have it made. 
His theme would follow the 
standard outline method taught in 
composition classes. 

The problem was that even if he 
followed the rules, the sentence 
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flow may have resembled clothes 
strung out on a wash line. 

The lack of success in turning 
incoming students into college 
writers is why CLA's Composition 
Department has radically changed 
the way writing is taught. 

We are literally "changing their 
minds," according to Donald Ross, 
director of advanced composition. 

Plans are underway to try even 
newer teaching techniques and the 
big change will come when the 
second quarter of required 
composition is moved from the 
second quarter of the freshman 
year to the junior or senior year. 

The Chambers Report approved 
last spring mandated that 
innovation. Dean Fred Lukermann 
said recently at the CLA Assembly 
that he would appoint a committee 
on composition skills to oversee 
the transition. 

Composition instructors in the 
department which teaches about 
4,000 freshmen each year have 
long realized that students run into 
a block about the fifteenth week of 
composition and that is "about all 
you can do," according to Robert 
Brown, director of composition. 

The typical incoming freshman 
who is required to take two 

quarters or about 20 weeks of 
composition "can't work in that 
structure," Brown said. 

The cognitive thinking ability of 
18-year-olds is just not developed 
enough, according to research 
theories. Their knowledge base is 
small, Brown said, and they can't 
write complex research papers. 

At this point, students are 
"bothered by working on their 
own," Brown said, and "they can't 
do original work. 

"Their languag·e experience is 
conversational. They are used to 
speaking in one or two sentences 
to an audience who knows them," 
according to Brown. They can't 
form "public texts." 

The Composition Department 
plans to tackle the problem from 
two ends, beginning freshman 
composition and the newly required 
junior or senior composition class. 

By the time students reach the 
junior or senior year, they should 
have a good grounding in the 
literature of their major and the 
writing assignments can relate to 
something they know, Brown said. 

Nine 4-credit pilot courses for 
juniors and seniors will be offered 
winter and spring on writing about 
non-fiction texts, non-verbal arts, 

literature, social sciences, and 
scientific writing. The courses will 
be evaluated and revised before 
they become part of the regular 
curriculum. 

All department chairs have been 
asked what writing techniques are 
needed in the various disciplines, 
Ross said. Eventually each 
department will select the kind of 
writing course its majors should 
take and decide when it should be 
taken. 

Some departments may wish to 
continued on page 6 
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Not on the number, but the choice. 
A. Cowley 

In the academic calendar the month of October is the month of num-. 
bers--magic numbers--fateful numbers: headcount, credit hours, increases, 
decreases, indicies and ratios. Therein hangs, the myth goes, whether this 
will be a good year, a bad year, or no year. All depends on the END OF 
SECOND WEEK. 

And then the manipulation starts. "Yes, but .... It is not the headcount 
that counts it's the student credit hours. No, it is the FYE divided by the 
FTE. Fine, but you have to factor in the class size .... " 

You will all be happy to know that whatever the good number is, CLA 
probably has it in the fall of 1980-except in one instance--money. That 
fact may destroy for many of you any sense of "good" number but as 
Dean I must speak of higher things. Therefore, I speak primarily "not on 
the number, but the choice ... " 

It is true that enrollment is up, that student credit hours (SCH's) are up, 
that full year equivalents (FYE's) are up. In fact, the College of Liberal Arts 
is carrying over sixty percent of the total University increase in enrollment 
over the base estimate of the Legislative Biennial Request for fall 
1980--and that in essence is why instructional resources (FTE's) are down. 
This fall in CLA 1829 students are being sustained on tuition resources 
alone rather than being matched with legislative support monies. But that is 
another matter. It is what lies beneath the headcount totals of 17,879 that 
is of greater import. 

As the Chambers' Report noted, in its composition the student body is 
changing, shifting, rotating, working and moving-not just increasing: 

... Increasing numbers of students do their first year or two elsewhere; curricu
lar requlremenfs, new courses, and CLA teachers can not reacil them dlrectiy In 
their early college experiences. Many enter, as freshmen or with advanced stand
Ing, without basic liberal education objectives; for them those values must be 
communicated after they arrive. • . . New student clienteles need new curricula 
and new teaching approaches. 

This fall, figures give additional evidence of the need for new choices. 
Since 1970, the freshmen-sophomore class has declined in proportion of the whole from 
69% to 50%. 

We are much more an upper-division, major discipline college than 
ever before. 

The number of entering freshmen is gradually declining (averaging 100 less students 
per year). 

This is the element of greatest change in the nE1ar future (by 1984-5) as the 
immediate post-high school population drops precipitously. 

Of the total increase in enrollment this fall eighty-nine percent is accounted for by contin
uing registration. 

In other words "retention" is the major reason for greater enrollment. 
At the same time, the average CLA student (as does the average University student) 
continues to register for fewer credits per quarter each year (12.6 credits in 1980 down 
from 14.7 credits in 1970). 

The phenomena of the part-time student continues. Over seventy-five percent 
of all CLA students work, and over one- third work more than twenty hours 
a week. 

The proportion of women is increasing at more than one percent per year and in the fall 
of 1980 accounted for more than 51% of total CLA enrollment. 

As proportions shift and increases accelerate, curriculum changes follow, de
mand alters and accessibility increases. 

These snippets of statistical fact are illustrative of already observed 
change in the body collegiate that gives support to such reviews and re
directions as the Chambers' Report on liberal education, the structuring and 
re-structuring of undergraduate program curricula, and the reallocation of re
sources and positions as vacancies occur. 

It should be clear, however, that this is not just a matter dependent on 
internal disciplinary logic and institutional rationality. We are not just making 
a good system work better, we are changing the system for the better. We 
are motivated more by calculated purpose and choice, policy and planning 
because we are qualitatively different as faculty, students and academic 
community from the past. 

We are not just swinging in the wind because of mere physical change 
in number, size, shape or mass, but we have deliberately made a choice to 
set a particular intellectual course to reach a farther academic shore. 

The CLA Newsletter intends to raise issues. 
It is not meant to be the official voice of the 
College of Liberal Arts. Opinions are 
welcome. Comments should be addressed to 
the editor, 203 Johnston Hall, 101 Pleasant 
St. S.E., Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455. 

Dean . ... . ......... . . ... . .. Fred Lukermann 
Editor .. . ... ... .. ... . ... . .. . . Joyce Wascoe 
Staff .... .. . .. .. .. . . . . . ... . ... Bill Hoffmann 

The University of Minnesota is an equal 
opportunity educator and employer. 
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Enrollment hits 17,879; 
new high for CLA 

Enrollment in the College hit a 
new all-time-high of 17,879 
students this quarter. The total is 
299 higher than the previous 
record, set in 1969. 

The record College enrollment is 
an increase of 4.5 percent over the 
17,101 recorded for fall 1979. 
Enrollment this fall for men in CLA 
is 8,700, an increase of 3.9 
percent from a year earlier; while 
enrollment for women is 9,179, up 
5.1 percent over the year. New 
student enrollment in the College 
this fall is 5,714, compared with 
5,607 for fall 1979. Enrollment of 
continuing students this quarter 
totals 9,975, up from 9,280 in fall 
1979. 

Freshman enrollment in the 
Honors Program is up 29 percent 
over last year. The quality of the 
292 students measured by aptitude 
tests and high school rank has 

remained constant. 
University enrollment statewide 

also hit a new high mark, 58,705, 
which is 2,416 more students than 
in the previous record quarter of 
fall 1979. The number of women 
attending the University rose 4. 7 
percent, an increase that maintains 
the percentage of women students 
at 45, the same as a year ago. 

The Twin Cities campus 
enrollment hit 47,386, surpassing 
the previous record high number 
set in 1976 when 45,810 students 
were enrolled. This year's Twin 
Cities figure is a 3.5 percent 
increase over last year's figure, 
with 1,598 more students attending. 

Reasons for the increases in 
enrollment, University officials 
indicated, likely were the sagging 
economy and the fact that more 
students are deciding to remain in 
school. 

Liberal arts take heart 
When I was in college, anyone who took Philosophy 1 01 was thought to 

be an academic masochist. From Plato and Aristotle to Kierkegaard and 
Sartre in one semester was more than the average 18 or 19 year old brain 
could fathom. Most of the freshmen were more sensible. They read lan 
Fleming novels, threw frisbees and drank beer. Their lives were planned; 
they took only the courses that would lead them to their goals: 
biochemistry, accounting, business management. Most of the freshmen 
grumbled at required liberal arts courses. 

Not only was the philosophy course a bear (it had the dubious honor of 
having the highest drop out rate), but it ruined vacations. Philosophy 
students would drag home enormous volumes over Thanksgiving break and 
actually spend three quarters of their holiday reading, underlining, taking 
notes. That great Thanksgiving feast would never be the same again: 

"Would you put your book down? Your mother's about ready to say 
grace." 

"To whom? What is your concept of God? Do you take an ontological 
approach to the definition of God? Nietzsche says . .. " 

"I don't want to hear any more of that crap at the dinner table. I spend 
$8,000 to send you to college and you can't do anything better than take 
that stupid philosophy course. What about taking something practical, like 
economics?" 

"But I'm learning about the nature of things. I'm learning about the nature 
of learning . . . " 

" I wish you'd learn about the nature of keeping your room clean, about 
the nature of earning a living. Why don't you become a doctor or a lawyer 
or an engineer?" 

Those who stuck out the philosophy courses went on, most often, to fill 
the rest of their schedules with an eclectic choice of courses: Chinese, 
Greek, music theory, Chaucer, art history. -They seemed to have an 
insatiable desire to learn; they were rarely bored. They could never quite 
think in terms of graduate school and employment. They could not believe 
that business and industry wouldn't jump at the chance to hire a well
rounded, well-educated liberal arts major. They could never keep their 
rooms neat. 

Well, I guess in today's market the kids who grumbled about the liberal 
· arts were right. They let themselves be groomed for corporate positions. 

They learned how to produce for the bottom line--dollars and cents. 
Chaucer, Aristotle, Mozart and Lao-tzu are hardly paying the bills these 
days. 

But I can't help but wonder what would have happened if Chrysler had 
hired a liberal arts major-one of those students from philosophy 
101-instead of an M.B.A. Do you suppose the ability to think beyond a 
quarterly report would have kept Chrysler solvent? Do you suppose that an 
English major at the helm of General Tire would have had the foresight to 
see what the radial tire would do to an entire industry? 

Maybe American industry and business could use a little Shakespeare. 
Reprinted by permission of 
Peggy Mann Rinehart, Editor 
The Park Bugle 
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Spectrum '8G-Islam and the Middle East 

I , 
Harrison Salisbury 

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Harrison Salisbury will return to the 
University to head a group of journalists, businessmen, and College of 
Liberal Arts professors for this year's Spectrum '80 program, "Islam and the 
Middle East-A Day of Learning." 

Salisbury, who graduated from the University in 1930 and who was 
Moscow correspondent for The New York Times, will deliver the luncheon 
address on "Russian Foreign Policy in the Middle East" at the community 
program scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 22, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. in 
Coffman Memorial Union. 

Participants will be able to view displays and select lectures during the 
day involving them in the arts, music, literature, archaeology, politics, and 
economics of the Muslim world. 

An exhibition of the works of Turkish artist GOndOz GolonO, from the 
collection of Abby Weed Grey, will open in Gallery I of Coffman Union in 
conjunction with Spectrum '80. A reception for Spectrum '80 participants will 
be held from 4-6 p.m. and the exhibit will continue through Dec. 15. 

Joe Rigert, "Minneapolis Tribune" writer who spent the summer in the 
Middle East, will speak on how the traditional life of the people is 
confronting modern changes. 

Robert White, associate editorial writer for the "Minneapolis Tribune" and 
chair of the St. Paul-Minneapolis Committee on Foreign Relations and a 
member of the Council on Foreign Relations in New York, will join an 
afternoon discussion on American foreign policy in the Middle East with 
Salisbury and P. Terrence Hopmann, director of the Quigley Center of 
International Relations. Theofanis Stavrou, professor of Russian and Modern 
Near Eastern history and winner of the College of Liberal Arts Distinguished 
Teacher Award, will moderate the panel. 

Two businessmen, Lachlan Reed, managing director of Lachlan 
International, and A. Wali Naibi, vice president and manager of International 
Banking Department of American National Bank & Trust Company of St. 
Paul, will discuss the problems and morality of business in the Middle East. 
Political Science professor Martin Sampson, who is an expert on oil and 
politics, and Prof. Emeritus Charles Mclaughlin of History, are also panel 
members. 

Reed's family has been involved in the Middle East since 1840 and his 
company specializes in assisting Arab clients with American and European 
business. He is a trustee of the International College in Beirut, of the 
American University in Cairo, and of the Middle East Institute in 
Washington. 

Naibi is a native of Afghanistan who has lived and traveled extensively in 
the Middle East. -

Islam is the subject of three lectures, exploring the religious, political, and 
artistic expressions of the religion with Assad Busool and Caesar Farah, 
both of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies, and Anwar Chejne of Spanish 
and Portuguese. 

Archaeologist Sheila McNally will discuss her excavations of the city of 
Ahkmim in Egypt. Peter Patton, director of the University Computer Center 
and director of the Center for Ancient Studies, will explain how computers 
are used to unlock the secrets of ancient languages. 

"Beyond the Veil: Muslim Woman in the Twentieth Century," a talk by 
Sajida Alvi, of South Asian Studies, will examine the effects of modern life 
on women. 

Robert Spencer, professor of anthropology and chair of Near and Middle 
Eastern Studies, and lraj Bashiri of South Asian Studies, will team up for a 
lecture on "Nationalism, Religion, and Freedom in Iran." 

Brian Job of Political Science will discuss the "Success and Failure of 
the U.N. in the Middle East." 

Sampson, who is part of the panel on business, will also give a separate 
lecture on the politics of oil, and Anne Krueger of Economics will discuss 
the little-known trouble spot, Turkey, and its current economic and political 
problems. 

Spectrum '80 is sponsored by the College of Liberal Arts, the Alumni 
Society, and the Student Intermediary Board. The cost for the day is 
$12.50 which includes lunch. For a brochure and registration information 
contact the Minnesota Alumni Association, 373-2466, 100 Morrill Hall, 100 
Church St., Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455. 

Top to bottom: 
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China 
continued from page 1 
fields by 5 a.m., people exercising 
outdoors in towns, the types of 
housing, and the fact that there 
were few farm tractors but many 
workers visible in the fields. 

Dr. Robinett said she hopes the 
English institute will be held 
annually. 

"A major problem of funding 
remains to be solved, however." 

Travel expenses and a small 
stipend for each of the four staff 
members who were involved for 
the full four weeks were paid for 

Betty Robinett visited the Great Wall of 
China in September 1979 with the 
University's first delegation to the Peo
ple's Republic of China. 

by funds raised by the Office of 
International Programs. All 
expenses in China were borne by 
the Chinese, including a two-day 
trip to Chengde, the newly-opened 
former summer residence of the 
Ching Dynasty emperors. 

Staff participating in the English 
institute, besides Dr. Robinett who 
was in China for the first two 
weeks of the program, were: Helen 
Jorstad, College of Education; Mark 

Landa, coordinator of the English 
Program for International Students; 
Karen Reilly and Janet Rosenberg, 
teaching associates, ESL. 

Talking for several hours with 
three students of English at Jilin 
University, Dr. Jorstad, who . 
directed the final two weeks of the 
program, said, "We were amazed 
to find how much they knew about 
current events and history
Chinese and American. 

"They openly discussed Chinese 
life and culture with us, sometimes 
very critically. Topics ranged from 
marriage, family planning, 'living 
together' and dating, to the 
Chinese military. It was one of our 
most memorable afternoons." 

The needs of the Chinese 
teachers of English were quite 
striking, Dr. Jorstad said, "their 
willingness to accept new 
ideas-grabbing ideas they haven't 
had access to." 

The Chinese indicated that a 
weakness of the institute was the 
fact that they could not keep 
textbooks. Ten copies each of a 
number of classroom texts supplied 
by the publishers were carried to 
China from Minnesota. 

"This was made more poignant 
by their statements that they really 
wanted to use such materials after 
having been introduced to them 
and their use," Dr. Jorstad 
com merited. 

The Summer Intensive Chinese 
Language Institute classes were 
held June 30 to August 22, 
meeting three hours a day, 
Monday through Friday. The 37 
Minnesota students were also 
offered an optional two week tour 
of four cities. 

Prof. Hsu. China Center director, 
was director of the Chinese 
language institute for the first four 
weeks. Director for the second four 
weeks was Chun-Jo Liu, East 
Asian Languages, who is on leave 

as the University's liaison "person 
in China" in Beijing (Peking). 

The annual Chinese language 
institute provides the students with 
contact with Chinese faculty, 
students, and numerous field trips. 
Those eligible for the institute are 
students and nonstudents who 
have at least one year of Chinese. 

College of Liberal Arts 

The second all-University 
delegation in a year visited China 
August 29 to September 19 to 
explore ways to increase 
exchanges. CLA proposals included 
two summer institutes for teachers 
of English, one for general English 
and the other for English for 
Science and Technology. 

Special banner above front gate at Nankai University says, "Welcome 
American Friends to Attend the Chinese Language Institute." U of M stu
dents met Chinese faculty and students and made numerous fielc;f trips 
while attending the institute. 

Morning market near Nankai University in Tianjin, where 37 Minnesota stu
dents spent two months at the Summer Intensive Chinese Institute. 

Germany in 20s: artist as social critic 
It is estimated that 90 to 

100,000 people in the Twin Cities 
area will be exposed to the art of 
Germany in the 20s by next 
spring. 

The German Dept. captured a 
total of $384,000 in grants from 
the National Endowment for the 
Humanities and from matching 
funds from businesses, the Goethe 
Institute, and the German 
government to bring the art, music, 
theatre, dance, and films of the . 
Weimar Republic to Minneapolis 
and St. Paul. 

Two art exhibits, one, Sept. 18-
Nov. 9 at the Minneapolis Institute 
of Arts, and another, Oct. 1-Nov. 8 
at University Gallery, opened the 
nine-month festival of "Germany in 
the 20s: The Artist as Social 
Critic." The idea originated with 
Thomas Plummer, chair of the 
German Dept., and the department 
will serve as interpreter of the 
events. 

Art of the Weimar period is 
powerful, much of it illustrating 
corruption and the rise of the 
Nazis. 

New York Times art critic Hilton 
Kramer said the exhibit at the 
Minneapolis Institute of Arts 
"succeeds in giving us a 
penetrating look at precisely those 
aspects of Weimar art that have 
lately been consistently overlooked 
here." 

Plummer said the books and 
catalogues that the department is 
publishing will put the art works in 
a social context. A magazine and 
two books will be completed this 
fall. 

The object is to "educate the 

whole community," he said. 
Upcoming productions include 

three jazz operas by Ernst Krenek, 
"The Secret Kingdom," "The 
Heavy-Weight," and "The Dictator" 
which will be performed at the 
University of Minnesota School of 
Music Dec. 5 and 6. Krenek will 
attend. 

"Tales from the Vienna Woods" 
by Odon von Horvath will be 
performed by the University of 
Minnesota Theatre Nov. 21-Dec. 2. 

Paul Hindemith's opera "Mathis 
der Maler" will be performed by 

the Minnesota Orchestra at 
Orchestra Hall March 11 and 13 
and at O'Shaughnessy Auditorium 
March 14. The opera was banned 
by the Nazis in 1934. 

In the spring, there will be a 
major exhibit at the Minnesota 
Museum of Art on the social 
concerns in Weimar architecture 
and city planning. Plummer will 
also teach an extension course on 
the German film series at the 
Walker Art Center, scheduled for 
March 30-June 2. 

Blood and Iron, the old slogan in the "new" Reich. Cover of the Workers' Illustrated 
Newspaper, 1934. Photomontage by John Heartfield, August 3, 1934. From 
University Gallery Exhibit. 

Chambers 
Report 
committees 
appointed 

Two major committees have 
been appointed to prepare for 
implementation of two provisions of 
the Report of the Committee on 
Undergraduate Education, better 
known as the Chambers Report, 
which was approved by CLA last 
spring. 

The ad hoc committees on group 
distribution courses and world 
studies courses were approved by 
the CLA Assembly in October and 
will report back to the Assembly in 
the spring. 

The chairs of the committees will 
be Michael Root, Philosophy, for 
group distribution courses, and 
Edward Farmer, History, for world 
studies courses. 

Dean Fred Lukermann 
announced to the Assembly that a 
committee on composition skills will 
be appointed soon to deal with the 
Chambers Report mandate for an 
upper-division composition course 
(see story on composition, p. 1 ). 
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Units bargain for space as remodeling starts 

Departments in Folwell Hall will begin playing musical 
chairs this winter when the first phase of a large 
remodeling project starts and units compete for the 
most precious commodity on campus-space. 

The $1 million for Phase I of the Folwell Hall project 
is assured, but other building and remodeling projects 
for the College of Liberal Arts depend on the results of 
the University's request to the Legislature for capital 
improvements. 

The Music Building which failed to pass the 
Legislature last session when the state bonding bill was 
defeated is ranked third in the University's legislative 
request behind the proposed agronomy building and the 
Humphrey Institute. 

For most of the University, however, "it's obvious the 
emphasis is on remodeling, not on construction," 
according to Roger Benjamin, acting associate dean 
and executive officer of CLA. 

Providing Music moves to a new building, its old 
home Scott Hall would be a candidate for renovation in 
1983, Benjamin said. 

Meanwhile, the University is submitting a request to 
remodel Fraser Hall for CLA. It ranks third in the 
University request for remodeling and working drawings 
behind Appleby and Smith Halls. 

Fraser would become the center for the humanities, 
housing Art History, American Studies, English, 
Humanities, American Indian Studies, and possibly the 
Quigley Center and related international studies 
programs, according to Benjamin. 

Phase II of the Folwell Hall remodeling project, a 
$2 million request, ranks fifth in the construction 
sequence after the Business Administration tower 
addition. 

outer walls. 
Schematic designs are now being traded around, 

according to Michael Curry, assistant to Benjamin, and 
providing an agreement can be reached on allocation 
of space, working drawings could be completed by 
December for the basement and first floor. 

Construction could start by late winter and be 
completed by the end of 1981, according to University 
architect Wayne Sisel. 

This is the first major remodeling of Folwell since it 
was built in 1907 although many of the rooms have 
been altered over the years. 

The old marble interior will be maintained, especially 
in the first floor corridor, Sisel said. 

Plans call for special care to be taken when 
enclosing the stairwells, he added. That construction 
may go ahead before the end of the year. 

The architects hope to restore some of the charm to 
the German reading room and other rooms that contain 
fireplaces. 

The Slavic and East European Languages 
Department will move into the basement of Folwell 
following remodeling, combining most of the major 
language departments in one building. The one 
department left out of the game with no where to sit is 
the Speech Department which is scheduled to vacate 
the third and fourth floors during Phase II, but doesn't 
yet have a place to go. 

Both students and faculty should benefit from the 
renovation. Benjamin said the object is to provide more 
seminar rooms, more rooms for students, and more 
office space for faculty, who in some cases are 
crowded two and three to a room. 

There is some doubt on the part of faculty, however, 
that Phase II will ever happen. Phase I of the Folwell Hall remodeling will turn the 

entire building over to the College of Liberal Arts and 
move the University department of Engineering and 
Construction out of the basement and a few General 
College offices out of the first floor. 

Folwell Hall will undergo Phase I 
Nicholas Spadaccini, chairman of the Spanish and 

Portuguese Department, said he plans to negotiate for 
the best accommodations he can get for his 
department during the first phase when his department 
is scheduled to move temporarily to the first floor, in 
case the second phase when the department moves to 
the third floor is a long time in coming. 

of remodeling starting winter quarter. 

The basement and first floor will be remodeled during 
the first phase, keeping the marble corridors but 
redoing most rooms between the corridors and the 

Western European Center 
growing after first year 

The Western European Studies 
Center completed its first year of 
operation this summer finding itself 
overwhelmed with people and 
materials available for the study of 
Western Europe. 

"I continue to be amazed at the 
scope of resources and interest at 
the University," Robert Kvavik, 
director of the Center, said. 

After a year of assessing the 
potential for Western European 
study at the University, Kvavik 
found 33 percent more faculty, 
professional schools, and courses 
applicable to the area than was 
first anticipated. 

The Center does not want 
control over many of the projects 
and courses that would fall under 
this area, Kvavik said, but it can 
serve as the repository of 
information about Western Europe 
and provide seed money for 
projects and develop structures that 
will have an impact on students 
and the community. 

A Scandinavian Area Studies 
Minor, which was approved this 
past year, is one of those 
structures for students interested in 
cross-disciplinary study of that area 
of Western Europe. 

A Western European Studies 

Robert Kvavik 

major and minor are pending 
approval this coming year. 

The most successful events, 
Kvavik said, were the workshops 
cosponsored by the Center. Two 
more are planned for the coming 
year, one on Swedish Language 
Instruction and another on the 
Evaluation of European Area 
Studies. 

The Contemporary Scandinavian 
Workshop during August in 
Copenhagen on land use, planning, 
energy, and health, brought 
together American planners and 
scholars with their Scandinavian 
counterparts from Norway, Sweden, 
and Denmark. 

Ttle Center awarded three 
fellowships to graduate students to 
attract outstanding students to the 
Unive·rsity. Their tuition, fees, and 
in some cases, a stipend of $2975 
were provided. The Center plans to 
give five fellowships this coming 
year. 

Seed money was provided to get 
a fledgling Celtic studies program 
started which is continuing this 
year. Eighty students attended an 
introductory course last year. 

The grant provided $9,000 for 
new library acquisitions relating to 
Western Europe and will provide 
another $10,500 this year. Two 
teaching assistants were funded to 
evaluate the library holdings and 
disseminate the information to 
faculty. They concluded that a total 
of $90,000 will be needed to fill 
weaknesses in the library 
collection. 

The Center wants the faculty to 
know it exists, Kvavik said. Faculty 
may become part of the speakers 
bureau, and they may request 
trainee funds and submit proposals 
to develop courses and projects. 

Kvavik administers the Center 
out of his office in the Northwest 
European Studies Center which he 
also heads. Now it is just one 
continued on page 6 
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Benjamin new acting dean 
Political Science professor Roger 

Benjamin began his job as acting 
associate dean and executive 
officer of CLA on June 15. 

He replaced Arturo Madrid of 
Spanish· and Portuguese who 
became the director of the Fund 
for the Improvement of Post 
Secondary Education in the Dept. 
of Education in Washington, D.C. 

In appointing Benjamin, Dean 
Fred Lukermann said he wanted to 
provide continuity in the College's 
planning process by selecting 
someone who had been involved in 
the discussions. 

Benjamin chaired a subcommittee 
of the Council on Policy and 
Planning last spring that evaluated 
the Biennial Planning and Priorities 
Proposal and he also chaired the 
American Indian Studies 
Committee. 

The College is expected to begin 

a search for a permanent associate 
dean sometime this year. 

Benjamin who is an expert in 
comparative politics and the politics 
of welfare states has been with the 
College since 1966. He is 
particularly interested in the politics 
of postindustrial societies of Britain, 
Japan, and the United States. 

He received his Ph.D. from 
Washington University in St. Louis. 
His book, "The Limits of Politics, 
Collective Goods and Political 
Change in Postindustrial Societies," 
was published this year by the 
University of Chicago Press. He is 
also an adjunct faculty member in 
the Hubert H. Humphrey Institute. 

He and his wife M. Alison 
Stones, associate professor of Art 
History, have four children. The 
youngest, a girl, was born in 
England in September. 
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Gary McGrath wins 
career development prize 

First hand experience in 
balancing the demands of hundreds 
of students seeking jobs with 
managing the complex Career 
Development office helped Gary L. 
McGrath, director of the College of 
Liberal Arts Career Development 
Office, win a national college 
placement officers award this fall. 

His article, "Effective Time 
Management in Career Counseling 
and Placement," written with friend 
and colleague Thomas Bachhuber, 
director of the Career Development 
Center at the University of 
Maryland, won the Gordon A. 
Hardwick Award. 

Gary McGrath 
The award goes to the career 

planning and placement director or 
recruiter selected as the author of 
the most outstanding "Journal of 
College Placement" article and 
consists of a plaque, citation, and 
$100. 

The article set up a simulation 
game in time management for 
people in the career development 

field who face high demand on 
their time. 

The Career Development Office 
assists liberal arts students and 
alumni develop job hunting skills 
such as resume writing and 
interviewing, provides internships 
with companies, counsels students, 
and places them in jobs. 

Forty percent of those served 
last year were 26 years old or 
older, McGrath said, and the third 
largest group assisted after seniors 
and juniors was alumni. 

The office has added programs 
for minorities and graduate 
students which includes students 
from across the University. 

Although a troubled economy has 
slowed the job market and 
recruiters are not knocking down 
the doors looking for liberal arts 
students, there are "a large 
number of companies interested in 
people who write, talk, and think," 
McGrath said. Several of these 
large companies prefer to take 
liberal arts students and train them 
in their own management 
programs. 

The liberal arts student can find 
a job, McGrath said. 

"Identifying what it is you 
want-that is a big problem for 
students," he said, and that is one 
area where the office helps 
students. 

If students can define what they 
want and they can demonstrate 
related experience, possibly through 
an internship with a company, give 
themselves four to six months, and 
don't limit themselves to the Twin 
Cities area, they can find a job, 
McGrath said. 
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Dominick Argento to be presented 
Regents' Award at Commencement 

Pulitzer Prize-winning composer 
Dominick Argento will receive the 
Regents' Professor Award at the 
CLA Commencement, 1 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 7. 

Argento has been a professor of 
composition and theory in the 
School of Music since 1958. The 
award which was announced last 
spring carries a $5,000 annual 
stipend from the University 
Foundation. 

Argento won the Pulitzer Prize in 
1975 for his song cycle "From the 
Diary of Virginia Woolf," one of his 
more than 30 major works. His 
opera, "The Voyage of Edgar Allan 
Poe," was commissioned by the 
University for the U.S. bicentennial 
and another opera "Miss 
Havisham's Fire" premiered in New 
York in March, 1979. 

The Commencement address will 
be given by Spanish professor 
Arturo Madrid, former associate 
dean and executive officer of the 

College who is on leave. He is 
director of the Fund for the 
Improvement of Post Secondary 
Education in the Department of 
Education in Washington. 

Dominick Argento Photo by Tom Foley 

Composition 
continued from page 1 
have the upper-division course 
taken concurrently with the new 
"senior project" which the 
Chambers Report requires or the 
writing course could precede that, 
Brown said. 

Transfer students who didn't 
complete the composition 
requirement in their freshman year 
will be the first group to try the 
pilot courses. 

The earliest date that the policy 
could be applicable to all transfer 
students would be fall 1981. For 
freshmen, it would apply to those 
who begin school after January 
1982, and become upper-division 
students two years later, during 
1983-4. 

At the other end of the 
spectrum, the College began 
making major changes in freshman 
composition in 197 4 and more 
changes are coming. 

It is "the most sophisticated 
beginning composition program in 
the country," according to Brown. 

The strict thesis sentence and 
outline approach to writing was 
thrown out in favor of teaching 
generative skills that would help 
students teach themselves how to 
write, according to Brown. 

The approach is radically 
different, he said. It gets the 

European Center 
continued from page 5 
element in the whole Western 
European picture which started 
when the federal government 
opened competition for a center for 
Western Europe. 

The Center was funded for 
$107,000 during the 1979-80 
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students thinking about an idea for 
three weeks before they are asked 
to write. They are taught pre
writing skills, planning skills, how to 
ask questions, and how to analyze 
an audience. 

Testing of students taught under 
this new method showed that the 
writing skill level dropped off at 
first, but continued to grow later, 
Brown said. Students taught with 
traditional methods showed an 
immediate improvement, but skills 
leveled off and declined later, he 
said. 

The next step which will have a 
pilot study this fall and winter is to 
evaluate students for composition 
courses based on their 
developmental and learning level, 
not solely on their writing level. 

"No one has ever done it 
before," Ross said. 

The test will have to be closely 
evaluated, he added, and it will be 
used only in conjunction with the 
standard writing test that is given 
now. 

A plausible test will be ready for 
use next fall and a valid test the 
year after, Ross predicted. 

Composition courses will then be 
devised to work on those 
developmental skills that will 
improve writing in the long run. 

academic year and $111,000 for 
the coming year. 

Future funding depends on 
passage of the National Defense 
Education Act Title VI program now 
under congressional consideration. 
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