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On the evening of May 7, I had the pleasure of cohosting a 
gala CLA celebration, Cabaret of Stars. Student actors, musi
cians, dancers, visual artists, and writers wowed the audi
ence of 200-plus guests with an eclectic and electrifying dis
play of talent that, I am proud to say, only the College of 
Liberal Arts could have put together on a single stage. 

I have been reflecting on what made this event so truly 
remarkable, the energy in the room so electric. It was billed 
as an event "celebrating the gifts of our donors and the tal
ents of our students." But the talent wasn't confined to the 
stage. In the cheering audience of CLA alumni and friends, 
I saw a dazzling array of talent and accomplishments. I saw 
leaders from business, government, education, the arts
leaders in all sectors of our society. 

The event celebrated the creative work of both students 
and graduates from across CLA disciplines, whose perfor
mances on stage and in classrooms, boardrooms, courtrooms, 
and other venues reflect the astonishing versatility of CLA' s 
people and the enduring value of a liberal arts education in 
creating leaders across all human enterprises. 

We were all brought together around a powerful com
mon cause-a deep commitment to the liberal arts at the 
University of Minnesota. 

The event was a fitting climax to a year of celebrations. 
Indeed, by all accounts this has been one of the most excit
ing years at the University in decades. 

The University received unprecedented support from 
Minnesota's governot and legislators-including funds to 
support a revitalized J -School and seed money for the design 
of a new art building that will complete the West Bank Arts 
District. 

Thanks to an outpouring of support from donors and 
from the West Bank community, ground has been broken 
for the University's Barbara Barker Center for Dance, with 
a grand opening expected in winter 1999. 

Our partnerships with 3M, Cargill, and other major busi
nesses are growing, much to the delight and benefit of our 
students, whose internship and career prospects are looking 
better and better. 

We have 33 sensational new faculty joining us next fall
in English, political science, history, psychology, and other 
fields-carrying on the tradition of groundbreaking CLA 
research that you will read about on page 7. 

We have launched Class Web, a sort of virtual classroom 
that gives students in CLA classes on-line access to course 
materials, syllabi, electronic office hours, and class e-mail 
discussions. This very successful enterprise has become a 
prototype for Web development in other colleges. 

We are developing an expanded network of computer 
labs to make state-of-the-art computer resources and sup
port more accessible to all CLA students. 

We have launched our new and improved CLA Web 
site-at http://www2.tc.umn.edu. The site was created by 
B-Swing, a fast-growing company started by one of our tal
ented graduates (see page 6 for a profile of Jennifer Alstad). 

This fall, CLA will begin offering freshman seminars, 
taught by top scholars and administrators of the Universi
ty-including University 
President Mark Yudof, Exec
utive Vice President and 
Provost Robert Bruininks, 
and yours truly. (See page 11 
for more about these exciting 
classes for new students.) 

There's also very good 
news on the national front. 
By all indicators, support for 
the liberal arts is growing, 
particularly among employ
ers. Twin Cities business 
leaders tell me again and 
again that the qualities they 
look for in their employees 
are creativity, critical think- Dean steven J. Rosenstone 

ing, versatility, and commu-
nication and problem-solving skills--the hallmarks of a CLA 
education. And surveys support the anecdotal evidence. 
According to a study by Hobart and William Smith College, 
business leaders overwhelmingly say liberal arts graduates 
are the best employees over the long haul. Ninety percent 
of those surveyed said education in the humanities is essen
tial to the development of important critical thinking skills. 

All of these developments bode well for CLA. We're on 
· the right course. Our stars are aligned. Buoyed by the enor

mous vote of confidence from the legislature and the tremen
dous outpouring of support from our alumni and friends and 
the people of Minnesota, we are building momentum toward 
the next century. 

Kudos to you, and to our faculty and students! Thank you 
for your continuing support of the College of Liberal Arts. 

-Dean Steven]. Rosenstone 
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JON ANDRESEN, POLITICAL SCIENCE, B.A. 1965 

Managing Director, Piper ]affray Companies 

Jon Andresen enrolled at the University of Minnesota for one sim
ple reason: he wanted to play baseball for then-coach Dick Siebert. 
Classes in liberal arts were a side benefit, a means to Andresen's 
dream of playing second base for his hometown University. He suc
ceeded beyond his expectations in baseball, earning All-American 
honors in his senior year. Drafted by the Minnesota Twins, Andresen 
played minor league baseball for four years, including playing in 
the winter league his third year. "My competition to make the Twins 

Businesses everywhere seek 

perspective, insight, inspiration, 

and new ideas in their leaders. 

Preparing students to be successful 

and productive citizens is the 

most important task a college 

undertakes. 

A liberal arts education is 

a laboratory for thinking. 

CLA students learn to challenge 

the status quo and push the 

boundaries of knowledge. 

They bring imagination and 

ingenuity to problem solving, 

turn educated guesses into 

breakthroughs, and act on 

ideas in powerful ways. This spirit 

of creativity has propelled 

thousands of CLA graduates 

into leadership positions. 

The next few pages profile four 

CLA graduates who do all of these 

things, and more. Their career 

experiences may not always 

seem to flow directly from their 

CLA major. And that is the very 

point. You can never predict where 

the liberal arts will take you. 

at second base was Frank Quilici and Rod Carew," he says, naming 
two players familiar to Twins fans. "When I met them in the winter 
league, I realized it was time to get on with the rest of my life." 

Andresen remembers having no clear idea of a major area of 
study at the U until he enrolled in a political science class. "I wasn't 
a great student," he says, "but I found political science fascinating. 
A liberal arts education offers students a great scope of topics to 
study; a liberal arts education may be even more important to an 



average student than it is to a great one. It gives an opportunity to 
look at anything you may want to do, to investigate a broad base, 
so that wherever you are academically you can find a point of inter
est to help you succeed after graduation." 

Andresen initially sold life insurance after retiring from baseball, 
then joined Dain Bosworth as a stock broker. He is currently a man
aging director with Piper J affray Companies, a position he has held 
for 1 0 years. 

"The rewards in this business have been tremendous for me," he 
notes, "and the University really made a difference in getting me 
started. I think it's a mistake for athletes to attend college out of their 
home state, not to recognize that it's an advantage to play where 
you also live. This community embraced me, both during and after 
my baseball career. I completed a degree, I met great people, I've 
enjoyed a career that fits me perfectly. What more could I ask?" 

MARY BRAINERD, PHILOSOPHY, B.A. 1975 

ExecutiYe Vice President, HealthPartners 

Mary Brainerd "just got hooked" by a philosophy class her fresh
man year at the University. The concept of studying knowledge, 
values, and the history of human thinking about the world fasci
nated her so much that in her third year, she realized she had majored 
in philosophy without ever planning to do so. 

These days, Brainerd is the executive vice president of Health
Partners, a health management organization. Responsible for care 
delivery for HealthPartners physicians and clinics, she works with 
the 28 clinics and 550 physicians employed by HealthPartners, as 
well as Regions Hospital. She also networks with 300 physician 
groups and virtually every hospital in the Twin Cities area. 

Brainerd credits her liberal arts background and an internship 
she completed while in school for setting her career in motion. 

"I was interested in ethics, and there's no place ethics is more 
critical or more challenging than in health care," she says. "In my 
senior year, I interned with the Minnesota Department of Health 
through the Governor's Internship Program. Other people there 
were specialists-public health nurses, environmental scientists
but I had a generalist background, and that worked to my advan
tage. I was able to gain experience working with issues surround
ing health care in the community as well as broader health issues." 

Brainerd worked in public health and community clinics follow
ing graduation, ultimately returning to school to complete an M.B.A. 
degree. She worked as the senior vice president and chief marketing 
officer for Blue Cross Blue Shield before joining HealthPartners 
five years ago. 

"I truly appreciate the insights my philosophy degree has pro
vided," she says. "The liberal arts teach us to truly think about val
ues, principles, and diverse perspectives. It helped me determine how 
I want to be and act in business: my values and beliefs need to be 
aligned, and the training in liberal arts helped me think that through. 

"I'm always glad to see people taking liberal arts courses," she 
adds. "Communication is 80 percent of what I do; I need to under
stand others' perspectives and values, and I'm more effective at that 
because of my liberal arts degree." 

CLA Tod•y . 

BRENT LON SON, SPAN ISH AND ACCOUNTING, B.A. 1992 

Senior Accountant, Cargill, Inc. 

Brent Lonson initially decided he wasn't going to waste four years 
of high school Spanish. He would complete a Spanish minor at the 
University just to have "something to show for it." Lonson's inter
est in a minor changed, however, when topics such as poetry and 
pre-Colombian culture were introduced in his Spanish classes. He 
took more and more Spanish, finally completing a double major in 
Spanish and accounting. 

Shortly before he graduated, Lonson interviewed with Cargill, 
Inc., for a position in the company's worldwide audit division. "My 
degree in Spanish was a strong selling point," he says. "The posi
tion required a move to Miami, plus 80 percent travel to Latin Amer
ica. My Spanish degree was interesting and fun for me, yet in my 
employment interview it gave me an advantage in landing this job." 
Lonson spent nearly four years in Miami, returning to Minneapolis 
in 1996. He is currently the senior accountant for Cargill's Pan Amer
ican department, with responsibility for analyzing the flow of busi
ness in Latin American countries. 

"So much of business today is truly global in nature," he says, 
"that I really encourage students to complete a degree in a language. 
Liberal arts in general, but especially languages, makes for a better 
mousetrap. To learn a language, you really need to learn to think in 
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a different way, and that broadens your perspective." 
Lonson points to the recent merger of Daimler Benz and Chrysler 

Corporation as a perfect example of the importance of languages 
in business. 

"When you can think in a second language, you can really com
municate with someone; if they don't agree, you can understand 
their perspective more deeply, and can really ensure they are hear
ing what you intend to say, rather than needing to translate it. With 
all the emerging markets coming to the fore in business today, alan
guage degree has a huge long-term payoff." 

JENNIFER ALSTAD, POLITICAL SCIENCE, B.A. CUM LAUDE 1992 

Principal, B-Swing, Inc. 

Jennifer Alstad grew up in the small farming community of Gran
ite Falls, Minnesota. She wanted to attend the University of Min
nesota because it had programs in Asian languages and because "it 
was really big and anonymous," she says now. "But then, of course, 
it ended up not being that at all." Alstad majored in political science, 
supported by minors in Chinese and Asian studies. Following her 
interests in public policy, after graduating she worked as a research 
associate for the Kettering Foundation in Ohio and then joined the 
Institute for National Policy Research in Taiwan. 

The experiences were valuable-for one thing, she witnessed 
the first presidential election in Taiwan history-but Alstad returned 
home to Minnesota looking for something else. 

She found it in the collaboration of a quartet of liberal arts grad-

CLA Today . 

uates. Alstad is today one of four founders of B-Swing, a small, 
growing company that develops interactive computer web sites. 
Named for the Thelonious Monk song Bemsha Swing, the compa
ny embodies, Alstad says, a liberal arts approach. 

"A liberal arts education focuses on thinking about what is pos
sible, about asking good questions, about looking at underlying 
causes and potential solutions," she maintains. "When you're deal
ing with a communicatiqns medium that is as fluid as the Web, all 
of those skills come into play. 

"Many people approach Web site design with great expertise in 
the technical, design, or business aspects of it," she continues. "We 
find there's an incredible synergy when you can combine all these 
aspects together, rather than simply focusing on them one at a time. 
When we look at them in synchrony-when we're aware of tech
nical, design, and business opportunities at each stage of the 
process-then we can build toward a solution that's flexible, imag
inative, and considers the question 'What's possible?'" 

B-Swing's client list includes such companies as Piper ]affray, 
A. G. Edwards, Carlson Marketing Group, Shandwick, and City 
Pages, Inc. They also designed the Web site for the College of Lib
eral Arts (http://www2. cla.umn.edu). -Mary Gustafson 
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Legge heads the Minnesota 
Laboratory for Low-Vision 
Research, which investigates visu
al impairment that typically can
not be improved by either glasses 
or contacts. Funded by the N arion
a! Institutes of Health, the facility 
examines vision deficits caused by 
eye disorders such as macular 
degeneration, glaucoma, diabetic 

Readers perceive a "spotllqht" of about nine letters enclrcllnq a letter of text. 

he developed a new form of read
ing chart, the MNREAD ACUITY 
CHARTS, which contain 19 sen
tences in decreasing size. Using text 
rather than single letters permits 
measurement of both reading 
acuity and reading speed. The 
MNREAD charts can be used to 
determine the smallest print size that 

retinopathy, cataracts, and retinitis pigmentosa. Volunteers with 
visual impairments provide much of the experimental data that 
informs Legge's investigations. Research results have resulted in 
improved tests for reading and new technological aids for low vision 
readers. 

One of Legge's key findings is that visual acuity-the clarity of 
an image-is not the best predictor of an individual's reading per
formance. Readers don't proceed through a text a letter at a time. 
Rather, they perceive a "spotlight" of approximately nine letters 
encircling a letter of text. (See photo on this page.) What Legge's 
research shows is that reading ability goes beyond perception of dis
crete letters, such as the big "E" at the top of an eye chart. This is why 

yields maximum reading speed, an 
important factor in specifying print sizes or magnifying devices that 
compensate for visual impairment. 

The charts have a wide range of applications, including optical 
corrections for reading, prescriptions for magnifiers and reading aids, 
and applications for pediatrics and special education purposes. 

Legge is currently investigating why Braille is difficult for peo
ple blinded late in life. 

A Collaborative Approach 
jj G ordon's research exemplifies a key aspect of our depart

ment philosophy," says Eugene Borgida, chair of the 
Department of Psychology. "Vision research at the University is 
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question: Just how good can vision be? He 
is in his first year with the University, hav
ing just completed two years of post-doc
torate work at Harvard. His specialty is in 
visual and cognitive neuroscience. He par
ticularly investigates the limits of vision, 
attention, and spatial abilities. 

truly interdisciplinary. We have an excep
tionally strong group of researchers with
in the department who often work as a 
team. The research done here also cross
es departmental and disciplinary bound
aries. We work with physiology, neuro
science, ophthalmology, the Medical 
School, the Brain Sciences Center, the 
Institute of Child Development, and the 
Center for Cognitive Sciences as well as 
business professionals to accomplish this 
research. The net result is research with 
the potential to touch people's lives with 
far-reaching consequences." 

for a demonstration of the effect of shadows on perception, 
check out the Web site http://vision.psych.umn.edu. 

Although He believes his work may 
potentially also affect the understanding of 
constraints on vision, his focus is on the the
oretical and practical understanding of 
which areas of the human brain decipher 
visual information. 

Researchers within the psychology department work on a range 
of problems, from those with a focus on pure, theoretical questions 
to those that combine theory with practical application, such as 
Legge's research. 

A Window to the Brain 

While some research investigates the effects of vision impair
ment, assistant professor Sheng He examines the opposite 

"The most accessible route to discover the true nature of how 
our brain functions is through the path of vision," he explains. "The 
eye is literally the window to the brain. Deciphering where the var
ious processes of visual perception occur in the brain can help clar
ify what most influences our perceptual processes." 

He examines the role of attention and spatial perception by study
ing participants' responses to computer images displaying various 
patterns and rates of flickering light. Along with Xiaoping Hu of 
the University's Center for Magnetic Resonance Research, he also 
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studies the relationship between perception and neural activity as 
measured by functional magnetic resonance imaging. Hu and He 
both attended the University of Science and Technology of China, 
but did not meet until He joined Minnesota's psychology depart
ment last year. 

The Surprising Role of Shadows 

A t first glance, Dan Kersten's Computational Vision Laborato
ry may seem anything but utilitarian in approach. Computer

ized robotic arms and intricate, three-dimensional computer dis
plays seem appealingly entertaining. Yet Kersten's work is serious 
stuff, careful research that has already yielded surprising findings. 

Kersten investigates the process through which visual images are 
transformed to information that can be used. His work includes 
research into how vision contributes to the ability to reach for and 
grasp items, as well as how properties such as color, shape, and con
touring contribute to the recognition of objects 

One of the most recent findings of the Computational Vision 
Laboratory is that the perceptual cues provided by shadows can 
affect visual interpretation to a greater degree than other informa
tion, such as motion or indications of size or perspective. Using 
three-dimensional graphic representations, Kersten has demon
strated that shadows influence how humans perceive direction, size, 
and movement. That research surprised the scientific community, 
including Kersten. 

"We don't know yet at what age the cues provided by shadows 
become such an important contributor to how the brain analyzes 
perceptual information," says Kersten, "or even whether this infor
mation is used by other animals or primates. What we do know is 
that shadows play a crucial role in our perception. That alone has 
important implications for how we represent visual information on 
computers or in other simulated environments." 

Kersten's research on shadows has attracted inter
est from engineers who design how topographic infor
mation is displayed on flight simulators used to train 
airline pilots. 

Through the Eyes of Animals 

Whereas his fellow researchers investigate visual 
perception, Dwight Burkhardt investigates the 

functions of the eye itself. Burkhardt's research empha
sis during his three decades in the U's psychology 
department has been on the functions of single cells 
within the retina, seeking to understand how the eye 
transforms light into a message sent to the brain . 
Burkhardt's interest is in fundamental questions, such 
as how retinal cells register the contrast between black 
and white and how the signals for contrast are ampli
fied while still in the retina. Because human blindness is 
caused primarily by malfunctions within the retina, his 
research receives major funding from the National Eye 
Institute. 

Burkhardt examines the retina by surgically remov
ing the eyes of salamanders and turtles, two animals 
whose eyes are similar to human eyes yet have larger 
retinal cells. Each removed eye can be sustained in the 

laboratory setting for only one day, necessitating both efficient and 
precise work by the research team. With the assistance of intricate 
electronics and microscopes, a probe of approximately Y2s,ooo of an 
inch is inserted into a single eye nerve cell that itself is about one
fourth the width of a human hair. The probe records the electrical 
response of the nerve cell when images of different contrasts and 
colors are applied to the retina. 

"The eye is a combination of many millions of cells, each with 
subtle differences in physiology and purpose," he says. "All of these 
cells communicate together to build a rich, complex message trans
mitted to another supremely intricate structure, the brain. I'm inter
ested in how each of those cells functions, and how they intercon
nect to create the final representation that is transmitted to the brain." 

Looking Back and Ahead 

Gordon Legge points out that vision research, and what it has to 
offer to people with vision deficits, has changed dramatically in 

recent years. 
"In the 1950s and 1960s, the philosophy was to conserve some

one's remaining sight by not using it," says Legge. "We now know 
that even limited sight can prove useful with the appropriate aids 
and devices. The difference is that we can now help people maxi
mize whatever capacity they have, rather than limit their approach 
to life. That's a research problem that is theoretically and intellec
tually challenging and provides a significant, real-world payoff." 

Researchers at the University and beyond predict that it is inter
disciplinary research- such as the programs embraced by the psy
chology department-that will provide the greatest advances, and 
thus touch the most lives, in the years to come. -Mary Gustafson 

More information on the research described in this article is available on the World 

Wide Web at http:/ /vision.psych.umn.edu/ and http:/ /www.psych.umn.edu 
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From the Mississi 
Nine Minnesota photoqraphers exhibited their 
work at the Stroqanoff Palace of The State 
Russian Museum In St. Petersburq, Russia this 
sprlnq. Titled Mississippi-Neva: An Exhibition In 
Contemporary American Photoaraphs, the show 
featured 70 works representlnq a diverse ranqe of 
American fine art photoqraphy. Elqht of the nine 
featured photoqraphers are either faculty, affiliate 
faculty, or alumni of the U's Department of Art. 
Orqanlzed by associate professor Gary Hallman, 
Mississippi-Neva was a response to a 1994 Twin 
Cities exhibition of Russian photoqraphers. 

Partlclpatlnq photoqrapherslncluded Sheila 
Farrell, David Goldes, Gary Hallman, David 
Heberlein, James Henkel, Mark Jensen, Stevie 
Rexroth, Linda Rossi, and Joan Verburq. 

Secretary of State Madeleine Albright gave the keynote address at 
the College of Liberal Arts commencement ceremonies on June 14. 
About 1,200 graduates and their families and friends attended. 

Albright became America's 64th secretary of state in January 

Freshman Seminars! 
When CLA freshmen step into campus classrooms for the first time 
this fall, there's a chance their new professor will look like Presi
dent Mark Yudof or Dean Steven Rosenstone. That's because Yudof 
and Rosenstone will be leading two of CLA' s new seminars designed 
for entering freshmen. Limited to 20 participants each, the seminars 
introduce new students to the wide breadth of instructional oppor
tunities available in CLA. Yudof will lead a course in "Students and 
the Constitution," and Rosenstone will teach "Problems and Strate
gies in Democratic Governance." Other seminars include "Envi
ronmental Policy," "Visual Arts in the Twin Cities," "After Wound
ed Knee: American Indians in the Twentieth Century," and "Myths 
in Classical Literature." Seminars are offered fall, winter, and spring 
quarters. For more information, contact Susannah Smith at 
slsmith@tc. umn.edu or 612-624-4801. 

Two CLA Faculty Designated 
McKnight Land-Grant Professors 
Professors Andre Lardinois (classical and Near Eastern studies) and 
Martha Tappen (anthropology) have been named 1998 McKnight 
Land-Grant Professors. The awards are designed to advance the 
careers of promising junior faculty at a crucial period in their pro
fessional work. A two-year appointment, the awards include a 
research grant of approximately $20,000 per year. Six McKnight 
Land-Grant Professors are chosen each year. 

1997. She is the first woman to hold the position and is the highest 
ranking woman in the U.S. government. Prior to her appointment, 
Albright served as the permanent representative of the United States 
to the United Nations, and as a member of President Clinton's Cab
inet and National Security Council. She also has been a professor 
at Georgetown University, where she directed the Women in For
eign Service Program and taught courses in international affairs, 
foreign policy, and Central and Eastern European politics. 

She holds a bachelor's degree from Wellesley College and mas
ter's and doctoral degrees from Columbia University. 

Smith Named Distinguished 
McKnight Professor 
Political science professor Steven Smith was named one of six Dis
tinguished McKnight University Professors in April. The honor annu
ally recognizes faculty members who have brought academic dis
tinction to the University. Award recipients receive a $100,000 research 
grant; Smith will research change in Russian political institutions. 

J·School Grad Set Luce In Asia 
Chadwin Thomas, a 1996 graduate of the U's School of Journal
ism and Mass Communication, has been awarded a Luce Scholar
ship for a professional internship in Asia, one of only 18 such schol
arships awarded nationwide. As a staff reporter for the Minnesota 
Daily, Thomas won the 1996 Society of Professional Journalists 
Mark of Excellence Award for In-Depth Reporting. His work expe
rience includes an internship with CNN in Atlanta, an internship 
for the Star Tribune in Washington, D.C., and a desk assistant job 
with weco television. 

The Luce Scholarship program, directed toward young leaders 
in all fields who have had no prior experience in Asia and who oth
erwise would not have an opportunity to study abroad, is funded by 
the Henry Luce Foundation and administered in Asia with the coop
eration of the Asia Foundation. 

Thomas will begin his internship in September. He is currently 
in Europe on a six-month Rotary Scholarship. 
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says Ann Waltner. "Any risk you take is a less serious mis
take than not taking one at all." 

An expert on Asian studies and world history, Waltner 
is currently CLA's associate dean for academic affairs. 
Although her administrative duties are extensive, she con
tinues to teach a world history class, a testimony to her 
true love of teaching. 

"As instructors, it's critical we teach students to do a 
better job of being scholars," she says. "I encourage my 
students to ask their own questions, to find their own voic
es when they write." 

Waltner joined the University as an assistant profes
sor of Chinese history in 1987, rising to full professor in 
1997. She was elected chair of CLA's Curriculum Com
mittee in 1995 and began her position as associate dean for 
academic affairs last September. She also is a member of 
CLA's graduate faculty in Chinese language and litera
ture. 

Accepting the position as associate dean required some 
soul searching, because it demanded a switch from full
time teaching. "The question never was 'Would I like the 
work?' but rather, 'How would I like giving up teaching 
and research?"' she says. The evolution from teaching to 
administration has held its surprises. "Much to my aston
ishment, I really like working with curriculum. I enjoy 
looking at parts of a whole, helping to shape what stu
dents need to know." 

An advocate of interdisciplinary education, Waltner 
is exploring ways to link departments and colleges with
in the University-such as CLA and the Institute of Tech
nology-as a way to enrich students' learning experi
ences. She also has developed a pilot program of freshman 
seminars that will debut this fall. The seminars are intend
ed to introduce incoming students to the scope of acade
mic opportunities available in CLA. 

"Research shows that the freshman experience is crit
ical, that the first quarter of school makes a huge differ
ence in students' ongoing commitment to education. We 
want to 'grab' students in those crucial first months, and 
keep them hooked on school." 

Her zeal for teaching and learning and her commit
ment to Asian studies extend beyond University walls. A 
reading group that translates manuscripts from classical 
Chinese to English meets regularly in Waltner's home. 
"It's an amazing group of 10 people," she says. "We fre
quently have spirited discussions about the language and 
its interpretation." 

Waltner's academic credentials include a Ph.D. in his
tory from the University of California at Berkeley, a mas
ter's degree in Asian studies from Yale University, and a 
bachelor's degree in history from Middlebury College. 
Before joining the University she held posts at the Uni
versity of California, Santa Cruz, the University of Utah, 
and Rider College in Lawrenceville, New Jersey. She also 
has served as editor of The journal of Asian Studies, and 
has a long list of publications to her credit. She is currently 
working to complete two more books, both focusing on 
women in China. "I'm within minutes of finishing a book 
about a young religious teacher in China in the 16th cen
tury," she says. "What's unique about this book is the way 
the young woman's followers tell her story." A second 
book, Women in China's Past, explores the idea of how 
history is produced. Waltner notes that her challenge for 
this book is to "write a history of women living at a time 
when little writing by women exists." 

-Ann M. Roehl 
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at Ecooomics 
The understated manner of Regents' Professor Edward Prescott 
belies the impact of his contributions to United States' economic 
programs. As a senior consultant to the Federal Reserve Bank in 
Minneapolis, Prescott keeps company with Nobel Prize winners 
and plays a significant role in shaping U.S. economic policy. His 
teaching and mentoring have drawn the respect and admiration of 
economists and students alike. 

Prescott's research centers on key economic concepts. He is con
sidered to be the founding father of real business cycle theory, an 
approach that pertains to business cycle fluctuations. He also pub
lishes on applied general equilibrium theory, studying the interac
tion of people and government in an economy. 

Prescott joined the University in 1980 as a professor in the Depart
ment of Economics, and was recently awarded the first Dean's Medal 
by the College of Liberal Arts. He holds a Ph.D. in economics from 
Carnegie-Mellon University, a master's degree in operations research 
from Case-Western Reserve University, and a bachelor's degree in 
mathematics from Swarthmore College. In addition to his work at 
the University and the Federal Reserve, Prescott has been a pro
fessor at Northwestern University, the University of Chicago, 
Carnegie-Mellon University, the Norwegian School of Business 
and Economics, and the University of Pennsylvania. He will serve 
as a visiting professor at the University of Chicago for the 1998/99 
academic year. 

According to Craig Swan, economics professor and vice provost 
for undergraduate education, "Ed is a top-notch researcher and a 
terrific teacher. His graduate students hold positions in the best eco
nomics departments across the country and around· the world. And 
he brings the latest developments in business cycle analysis to his 
undergraduate classes. He has a unique way of framing issues and 
identifying important puzzles." 

A frequent traveler and consultant, Prescott recently visited the 
Far East to do research and advise officials there about economic 
growth and stability. His work was recently included in a series of 
academic articles published by the British magazine The Economist 
showcasing the most influential economists of the day. 

"Ed Prescott uses a different language where economics is con
cerned," says Jessica Tjornhom, a Ph.D. student in economics. "He 
takes a far-reaching policy problem, with questions surrounding 

the human condition-such as why some underdeveloped nations 
don't prosper economically-and puts it into language everyone 
can understand." 

The rich tradition of the University's economics program and 
its student body drew Prescott to the Twin Cities. "There are anum
ber of outstanding economists who are associated with this Uni
versity," he explains. "The students here also are better trained. In 
a sense, we are definitely a Minnesota school. We insist upon being 
precise! And students here are inclined to be direct. The typical stu
dent coming out of the economics program is very well qualified." 

Prescott brings real-world resources and experiences to the class
room environment: many of the his graduate students, for exam
ple, work with him at the Federal Reserve Bank as assistants. 

But Prescott's life is not all economics. He speaks with enthusi
asm about his years as a soccer coach for his children's teams. "I was 
pretty involved in soccer," he says now, "from the time they were 
eight-year-old thumb-suckers until they were 20." He continues to 
maintain ties to many of the now-adult youth he coached. 

Prescott admits his work these days keeps him occupied. "I work 
too much," he explains, "although I do plan to take up golf again. I 
still have the clubs!" 

-Ann M. Roehl 
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FACULTY AND STAFF 

Paul Meehl, Regents' Professor 
Emeritus, was elected a James McK
een Cattell Fellow by the American 
Psychological Society. The presti
gious award is bestowed on two 
recipients annually for a career of 
significant intellectual contribu
tions to the science of psychology 
in the area of applied psychological 
research. The award is among the 
highest honors offered by the APS. 
The second Cattell Fellow for this 
year is University alumnus John B. 
Carroll (psychology, Ph.D. '41) of 
the University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill. 

Jon Pankake, pre-engineering 
and applied sciences academic advis
er, won a G RAMMY Award for Best 
Album Notes for the music album 
Anthology of American Folk Music 
(1997 Edition Expanded), released 
by Smithsonian Folkways Record
ings. 

Journalism professor Ron Faber 
was named editor of the journal of 
AdYertising at the American Acade
my of Advertising conference. 
Faber's four-year term as editor 
begins in January, 1999. 

Dance program faculty member 
Chris Aiken received a $40,000 1998 
Bush Fellowship for Artists to con
tinue his work in Contact Improvi
sation, a dance form that incorpo
rates martial arts, sports, social dance, 
and child's play. In the coming year, 
Aiken will perform at the Dance 
Theater Workshop in New York City 
as well as in Chicago, Washington, 
D.C., and Berlin. 

Dance program administrative 
aide and alumnus Matt Jenson per
formed his work EYery Bit of Me 
Being Blue at Dance Theater Work
shop in New York City this April and 
May. Jenson is one of five choreog
raphers chosen from 60 to be featured 
in the Fresh Tracks series, a show
case for emerging choreographers. 

Luis A. Ramos-Garcia, profes
sor in the Department of Spanish and 
Portuguese, received the Universi
ty's 1998 President's Faculty Multi
cultural Research Award. His 
research project, "State of the U.S. 
Latino Theater: Mexican-American, 
Cuban-American, Puerto Rican 
(Nuyorican) and other Hispanic 
Voices of the Diaspora," reflects a 
scholarly interest in theater and cul
tural discourse. 

Anatoly Liberman, professor of 
Germanic philology, was presented 
with a two-volume book prepared in 
his honor, Germanic Studies in Honor 
of Anatoly Liberman. A surprise for 
Liberman, the book contains 35 arti
cles on linguistics and medieval lit
erature written by international 
scholars, and is published as two vol
umes of the journal NOWELE. 

ALUMNI 
William Estes (psychology, Ph.D. 
'43, B.A. '40) received an honorary 
doctor of science degree from the 
University at the CLA commence
ment ceremony on June 14. Estes is a 
native Minnesotan and is widely 
regarded as among the foremost psy
chologists of this century. A profes
sor emeritus at Harvard University, 
he received the National Medal of 
Science from President Clinton last 
year for "fundamental theories of 
cognition and learning that trans
formed the field of experimental psy
chology." 

Lynda McDonnell (English, M.A. 
'96, journalism, B.A. '72) received a 
Frank Premack Memorial Award 
from the Minnesota Journalism Cen
ter in April. A reporter at the Saint 
Paul Pioneer Press, McDonnell was 
recognized for her public affairs sto
ries on welfare reform in Minnesota. 

Richard W. Robinett (physics, 
Ph.D. '81, math and physics, B.A. 
'75) is the author of Quantum 
Mechanics: Classical Results, Modern 
Systems and Visualized Examples 
published by Oxford University 
Press. Robinett is an associate pro
fessor in the physics department at 
Penn State University. 
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Daniel Bergin (IDIM '90) wrote 
and produced a documentary, Liter
ature & Life: The GiYens Collection, 
that premiered earlier this year on 
Twin Cities public television station 
K TCA-TV. The work showcases the 
University's collection spanning two 
centuries of works by African-Amer
ican writers, including Fredrick Dou
glass, Harriet Jacobs, Langston 
Hughes, Gordon Parks, and August 
Wilson. 

Carol Robertshaw (English, B.A. 
'75) received two Pippistrelle Best of 
Small Press Awards in 1997 for her 
poetry magazine, Art Word Quarter
ly. Robertshaw serves as editor and 
publisher of the publication. 

STUDENTS 
Dance senior Cynthia Gutierrez
Garner's trio Urges was one of four 
works selected for the National 
American College Dance Festival's 
Gala Performance at the Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts in 
Washington, D.C. This is the Uni
versity Dance Program's fourth con
secutive trip to the Kennedy Center. 
Urges is the first student work cho
sen for performance at the national 
dance festival. 

Broadcast journalism student 
Zoua Vang has been elected to a 
three-year term on the Minnesota 
News Council. She is the youngest 
member ever elected to the council. 

CLA Honors senior Jason 
Klimoski (architecture) won a 
Katherine E. Sullivan Scholarship for 
Study Abroad. The scholarship 
allows undergraduate students to 
complete a fifth year of study over
seas. Klimoski will study architecture 
at the University of Copenhagen 
through Denmark's International 
Study program. 

CLA Honors student Spyro 
Pinas (French) represented Greece 
(his father's homeland) in the luge 
competition at the 1998 Winter 
0 lympics in Nagano, Japan. He fin
ished 24th in the event. 



News and Information 
Clayton D. Tenquist, Coordinator of Alumni Programs 

MATCHING GIFTS 

If you're like most CLA alumni, you consider your annual 
gift to be an investment in the college's students, faculty, and 
national academic reputation. How, then, can your annual 
investment's value be doubled, or even tripled? 

Many companies have matching gift programs established 
for their employees, spouses, retired employees, current or 
former board members, and surviving spouses. These pro
grams typically match charitable contributions on a I: I or 2: I 
basis. It's easy to generate additional funds for your favorite 
recipient: simply obtain a form from the human resources 
department, fill it out, and return it according to your employ
er's guidelines. That's it. A simple way to double your invest
ment value! (Note: If you've made a recent gift to CLA you 
may still qualify for this matching gift opportunity.) 

WELCOME BACK CLASS OF 1948! 

On June 14, alumni/ ae and their families celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of their graduation from CLA (then SLA) and 
the University of Minnesota. They attended and were honored 
at the 1998 College of Liberal Arts spring commencement at 
Williams Arena. The keynote address was given by United 
States Secretary of State Madeleine Albright. 

Nita Luis 

CLA ALUMNI BOARD PROFILE: 
NITA LUIS (HISTORY, B A '72) 

I've been a member of the CLA Alumni board since I995. I 
believe in "giving back" to CLA not only because it gave so 
much to me as a student but because it continues to have so 
much to offer the community at large. CLA continues to edu
cate students to think critically, react constructively to diver
sity and change, and operate in the international arena (all 
abilities that are even more crucial in today's fast-paced glob
al community.) CLA offers opportunities for growth to the 
community through continuing adult education as well as 
Critical Dialogues, publications of its academic staff, volun
teer opportunities, and music, drama, and art presentations. I 
never fail to be energized by my participation in CLA activ
ities! 

In my role as president of the alumni board, I strive to 
direct the board to sponsor activities that benefit alumni, stu
dents, and the college. We are particularly excited about our 
"I 0,000 Gophers" student mentoring program. I have per
sonally learned a great deal from mentoring a student in inter
national relations who is currently studying in Costa Rica. 
Another great program is the quarterly Critical Dialogues. 
Past programs on media ethics and creativity have drawn 
appreciative audiences. Everyone is invited to participate! 

When asked how alumni can make a difference for CLA, 
I mention the following: 

• Become a mentor. 

• Attend a CLA event, or simply take a walk on campus again. 

• Support the University's legislative proposals. 

• Help us recruit good students by sharing the value of the 
education you received. 

• Provide a paid (or unpaid) internship for a CLA student. 

• Make an annual financial gift to support CLA in whatever 
area you desire. 

• Be a member of the University of Minnesota Alumni Asso
ciation. 

For more information on any of these opportunities, contact 
Clay Tenquist, Coordinator of Alumni Programs, at 6I2-
625-4324, or tenqu002@tc.umn.edu 
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Ten years ago the University of Minnesota completed its first 
capital campaign. This impressive effort resulted in 338 pro
fessorships and endowed chairs across the University, many 
of them in the College of Liberal Arts. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF CHAIRS 

Endowed chairs benefit departments by pro
viding highly competitive salaries for the 
country's leading scholars. Such appoint
ments bring not only prestige to departments 
but also new research opportunities, the 
brightest graduate students, and opportuni
ties to create new bodies of knowledge. 

The Elmer L. Anderson Chair in Corpo
rate Responsibility, a joint enterprise of the 
College of Liberal Arts and the Carlson 
School of Management, promotes research 
and teaching in corporate ethics and respon
sibility. Norman E. Bowie is an internation
al leader in the field of business ethics and 
the recipient of several teaching awards. 
Bowie contributes to both undergraduate and 
graduate education, as well as to the contin
uing education of business professionals. 

The Curtis L. Carlson Chair in Eco
nomics has brought increased prestige to a 
department that is already one of CLA's 
finest. Beth Elaine Allen is one of the world's 
leading experts in expanding rigorous eco
nomic models to incorporate incomplete 
information. She is also known for analyz
ing the pricing decisions of firms. Allen 
teaches economic theory, mathematical eco
nomics, game theory, industrial organiza
tion, and financial economics. She is a tire
less activist on behalf of her students, 
securing fellowship and research opportuni
ties for them as she also guides them through 
the complexities of economic theory and 
practice. 

The Lowell W. Hellervik/Personnel 
Decisions, Inc. Professorship in Organiza
tional and Counseling Psychology is held 
by Deniz S. Ones. An expert on the applica
tion of testing across diverse jobs and indus
tries, Ones is considered a fast-rising star in 
the field of industrial psychology. She has 
conducted numerous studies on personnel 
measurement and integrity testing for per-

sonnel selection Her work includes analyses 
of the reliability of job performance ratings 
and overviews of the effect of personality 
factors in professional success. 

The Ethel Alice Hitchcock Land Grant 
Chair in Accompanying and Coaching is 
filled by pianist Margo Garrett. Garrett has 
partnered with some of the world's most out
standing artists in vocal, instrumental, and 
chamber recitals. She accompanied Kathleen 
Battle in her 1991 debut recital at Carnegie 
Hall, a performance that earned a Grammy 

NEW GIFT DESIGNATIONS 

Beginning July 1, 1998, annual gifts to the 
University will be designated different
ly. The minimum gift level for member
ship in the President's Club hasn't 
increased from $10,000 since the club was 
established in 1963. If adjusted for today's 
economy, that gift would be comparable to 
one of $56,700 today. With this in mind, 
the Board of Trustees of the University 
approved the following changes for gift 
designations. (Current members are not 
affected by these changes). 

President's Club 
Lifetime Minimum Amount: 

Pillsbury Society ..... $5 Million 

Builders Society ....... $1 Million 

Regents Society ..... $500,000 

Trustees Society ..... $100,000 

Chancellors Society ... $50,000 

Founders Society ...... $25,000 

Heritage Society ....... Estate gifts 

Gold Club 
Annual gift of $2,500-$24,999 

Maroon Club 
Annual gift of $1,000-$2,499 
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Award for Best Classical Vocal Performance. 
Garrett also has lectured at top schools 
around the world, most recently at J uilliard. 
At the University, she created a program that 
is recognized nationally as one of the best in 
the accompaniment discipline. 

"I have been proud to say that some of the 
best students of piano collaboration have 
come to study in this program," she says. 
"The Twin Cities community has been very 
supportive of developing a graduate pro
gram of this kind." 

The Raymond 0. Mithun Land Grant 
Chair in Advertising is held by William D. 
Wells, who integrates economic and psy
chological issues into his research of adver
tising and marketing. He is currently ana
lyzing the relationship between consumer 
lifestyles and attitudes toward the environ
ment and recycling. His research also com
pares how consumer behavior is portrayed 
on television programs. Wells believes that 
television's willingness to "poke fun at peo
ple's motivations" can reveal layers of 
human behavior not immediately apparent 
in traditional research. 

CREATING NEW CENTERS 

OF EXCELLENCE 
The creation of endowed professorships and 
chairs allows for the creation of new curric
ular centers of excellence. Ten years ago the 
University's dance program was slated to be 
closed. Today, the program is receiving 
national acclaim as an important new dance 
education center-thanks in large part to a 
million dollars in private support establishing 
the Nadine Jette Sween Professorship in 
Dance, the Sage Cowles Land Grant Chair 
in Dance, and the Barbara Barker Profes
sorship in Dance. Students study with chore
ographers from across the United States. 
Such depth and diversity are available 
nowhere else in the country. 

The Department of Classical and Near 
Eastern Studies has also reached beyond tra
ditional boundaries to build a leading inter
disciplinary program. The Berman Family 
Chair in Jewish Studies and Hebrew Bible 
ensures that liberal arts students have an 
opportunity to study the Judaic foundations 



of Western civilization. Beginning this fall 
quarter, Bernard Levinson will hold the 
Berman Family Chair as an associate pro
fessor. Currently a fellow at the Institute for 
Advanced Studies in Princeton, New Jersey, 
Levinson is known as a gifted teacher, dedi
cated mentor, and brilliant scholar. Widely 
published, he last year completed a book for 
Oxford University Press and is currently 
working on another, Imagining Sinai: ReYe
lation and Textuality in Ancient Israel. 

The Sundet Family Chair in New Testa
ment and Christian Studies was created to 
provide a premier academic program in 
Christian studies. The holder of this new 
chair will have New Testament studies as the 
primary area of research, and also will have 
training in the history of Western Chris
tianity. 

JOIN THE WEIS-GUIDES! 

Become a Weisman Art Museum 
volunteer tour guide! Learn about 
art, gain valuable experience, and 
become a part of the excitement 
at the Weisman Art Museum. 
Training begins in September 
1998. Contact Susan Rotilie, 
Tour Program Coordinator, at 
612-625-9623 for an application. 

CREATING A 
CROSS-DISCIPLINARY SYNERGY 
New resources in the form of endowed pro
fessorships and chairs encourage disciplines 
to look beyond the limits of their fields to the 
ways in which scholars from various disci
plines view problems differently. Such 
expanded exploration generates new knowl
edge and new ways of thinking. 

The Union Pacific Visiting Professor
ship in Early Modern History supports the 
infusion of new ideas and scholarly pursuits 
at the Center for Early Modern History. The 
center brings together faculty and graduate 
students with common interests in a specific 
early modern history period between 1350 
and 1750. It conducts periodic research con
ferences that yield scholarly publications in 
the field. 

CAREER INFORMATION DAY 
A SUCCESS 

Hundreds of CLA students met with 
business representatives this spring 
during "Career Information Day," an 
annual event designed to connect stu
dents with employers. Sponsored by 
the Office for Special Learning Oppor
tunities (OSLO), the event allows stu
dents to learn about current work 
trends and specific opportunities from 
industry panelists. Students can find 
answers to specific questions, network 
for internships and jobs, and receive 
professional resume advice. 

"This event was a wonderful 
opportunity," said one attendee. "The 
sessions I attended encouraged me and 
provided a needed new perspective on 
my future." Another student noted, 
"The representation of women as 
presidents and executives was really 
motivating." 

For information on this and other 
career-related events, call OSLO at 
612-624-7577 or see their Web site at 
http://www.oslo .umn.edu. 
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Current visiting professors include 
Nilolai Vakhtin , from the European Uni
versity of St. Petersburg in Russia, and 
Willem Frijhoff, from the Free University of 
Amsterdam. A recent conference, "State 
Religion and Folk Beliefs in the Early Mod
ern World," brought visitors from around 
the world to campus. 

Government of Finland and David and 
Nancy Speer Land Grant Chair in Finnish 
Studies. This chair was established in 1988 to 
support the study of Finnish history, lan
guage, and culture. The chair has brought 
renowned Finnish scholars to the Universi
ty, providing students with a unique per
spective on Finnish society. The chair also 
stimulates other exchanges of economic, 
social, and cultural scholars, thus creating a 
network of high quality research and schol
arship centered at the University. 

In today's market, a minimum of two mil
lion dollars is required to endow a chair. As 
we prepare for the new millennium, the 
power of philanthropy can ensure continued 
academic excellence in CLA. 

-Mary Hicks 

DAVE MOORE SCHOLARSHIP 

When longtime WCCO-TV anchor 
Dave Moore died in January, his fam
ily established a memorial scholarship 
in journalism and theater at the Uni
versity. Moore graduated from the U 
in 1949 with a degree in theater. He was 
one of the most respected and popu
lar journalists in Twin Cities radio and 
television. The scholarship will sup
port at least one student a year in both 
theater and broadcast journalism. 

Contributions to the Dave Moore 
Scholarship Fund are welcome, and 
may be sent to the University of Min
nesota Foundation, 1300 South Second 
Street, Suite 200, Minneapolis, MN 
55454. 



From Russia(n) 
with Lo 

How does a person with a degree in Russian find her
self in a long, satisfying career with one of the most 
respected companies in the world? 

Karen Bachman didn't envision. where her career 
path would take her when she first walked onto the cam
pus in 1960. Bachman graduated with a bachelor's degree 
in Russian in 1964, only to find multiple successes even
tually with Minneapolis-based Honeywell, Inc. 

Bachman, whose parents are of Russian descent, 
chose her major based on world events at the time she 
attended the U. "When I was entering college, the Sovi
et Union's educational and scientific achievements were 
pre-eminent," she explains. "It seemed that Russian 
would be a useful language to know and a valuable back
ground to have." 

Her father attended the University of Minnesota and 
strongly encouraged Bachman and her four siblings to 

· follow in his footsteps. Hailing from St. Cloud, Min
nesota, Bachman was thrilled to attend a large school. "I 
came from a small town, so the University was a great 
resource of learning and culture for me," she says now. 

Bachman admits the idea of a career was a vague concept 
when she began her freshman classes. "I really didn't know how 
to prepare," she says. "Though I ultimately was the beneficia
ry of a true liberal arts education, little did I know when I start
ed how well it would serve me." She credits the liberal arts focus 
on intellectual inquiry for her successes. "CLA gave me this 
broad background to draw upon when faced with building a 
career and making business decisions," she explains. "I was able 
to put political science, philosophy, German, humanities, and 
history to use: they were all useful tools for success in a corpo
rate environment. 

"I entered the workforce at a time when women were just 
starting to make careers in business," she continues. "In fact, 
when I first came to Honeywell, I was given a typing test and 
failed! But by my wits, education, and with help from wonder
ful mentors, I worked my way into some great positions with 
the company." 

Bachman's career at Honeywell included a series of high
profile positions. She joined the corporate communications 
department in 1964, then became vice president of investor rela
tions in 1985, VP of public and financial relations in 1988, and 
VP of communications in 1990. She was the first woman to sit 
on the company's Policy Committee, and served as a trustee for 
the Honeywell Foundation for 10 years. 

rts 

~~Though 

I ultimately 
was the 
beneficiary 
of a true liberal 
arts education, 
little did I know 
when I started 
how well it would 
serve me." 

She has continued her relationship with Honeywell as a mem
ber of Honeywell Consultants Limited, a group of five retired 
senior executives who lend their expertise to nonprofit organi
zations. Bachman's focus is on the arts community in the Twin 
Cities; she is the current president of the board of directors for 
the Guthrie Theater, serves on the boards of the Minnesota 
Opera and Frederick R. Weisman Art Museum, and is a mem
ber of Opera America's Trustee Advisory Committee. A pas
sionate fan of the arts, she makes frequent trips to view artistic 
performances in New York and elsewhere. "Sometimes I don't 
see daylight on these trips," she says. "I saw seven plays and 
two operas in one week in London last March!" 

Bachman's orientation to a liberal arts education continues to 
this day. Her days are filled with lessons in Italian, piano, bal
let, and the tango. "I've loved the arts since my days at the U ni
versity," she says. "I was an usher at Northrop Auditorium and 
a fan of the U Film Society. Now that my corporate work is 
behind me, I'm able to really pursue that interest. The U niver
sity and Honeywell gave me the background and opportunity to 
make the most of it. I'm very grateful." 

-Ann M. Roehl 
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for Clinton's 
Economic 
Council 

When Rebecca Blank studied at the Univer
sity of Minnesota, she often was concerned 
more with watching the road than pursuing 
her future . She has vivid memories of dri
ving a route for the Computer Center, ferry
ing enormous numbers of old-style comput
er punch cards to the University mainframe 
on Highway 280. These days, Blank is defi
nitely concerned with the future, and num
bers are still part of her daily focus: she has 
been nominated by President Clinton to join 
his Council of Economic Advisers. 

Blank started at the University as an Eng
lish major but eventually switched to eco
nomics. She describes herself as a "typical 
commuter student" who worked her way 
through school with a variety of jobs. She 
completed her bachelor of science degree, 
summa cum laude, in 1976 and then contin
ued on to earn her Ph.D. from the Massa
chusetts Institute of Technology in 1983. She 
began teaching at MIT, then moved to a posi
tion as assistant professor at Princeton Uni
versity, finally joining Northwestern Uni-

versity in 1989. At Northwestern, she has 
been a member of the research faculty for 
the Center for Urban Affairs & Policy 
Research and became Director of the Joint 
Center for Poverty Research in 1996. 

Blank is known nationally as an econo
mist whose work has derailed misconcep
tions of America's poor. "We have misun
derstood the nature of poverty in America 
in the recent past," she says. "For one thing, 
it has become much harder to escape pover
ty through work." Her research has focused 
on race and gender issues in unemployment, 
the explosion of poverty in the 1980s, and 
the widening gap between rich and poor. She 
received the David Kershaw Award in 1993 
from the Association of Public Policy and 
Management. Given biannually, the award 
recognizes a young scholar (under age 40) 
whose research has had the greatest impact 
on public policy. Blank was enormously hon
ored. "There is no other award I could 
receive that would mean more to me," she 
said then. "It is especially gratifying that in 
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the field of public policy, there are people 
who read and appreciate my work." 

Because of her expertise in welfare 
reform, race relations, and income inequal
ity, Blank was seen as the ideal candidate to 
fill an open position on the President's Coun
cil. Her work in microeconomics qualified 
her for the position, although she describes 
herself as an "unusual hire" from a tradi-



tional point of view: her expertise is in social 
policy rather than the regulatory issues that 
are historically the focus of the Council. 
"Past administrations have concentrated on 
regulation; the emphasis now is more on 
social policy," she says. "The Clinton admin
istration has always been more concerned 
with that." 

Blank contributes her expertise to the 

Council on issues ranging from education 
and health care to Social Security and wel
fare reform. About one-third of her day is 
spent in research on various issues; the 
remainder is filled with meetings and con
sultations in which she responds to different 
policy ideas. 

Blank remembers the University with 
affection. "It is clearly a place where, with 
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all the different opportunities available, you 
can get an education easily the equal of big
name places like Harvard or Princeton," she 
says. "This is particularly true in economics, 
both now and when I was a student. Because 
I was in the honors program, I had small 
classes and got to know the faculty very, very 
well. They really kept my interest alive." 

-Kate Brielmaier 



ot University Presidents 
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In the 1940s, Donald Hawkins was asked by a cousin to help finance 
a new invention-a copier one day to be known as Xerox. The rest, 
as they say, is history. But the rising fortunes of the fledgling com
pany were not the only object of Hawkins' attentions or affections. 
As a University student in the '30s, he sang with the Stadium Singers, 
a vocal group that performed at athletic games with the pep band, and 
appeared in several theater productions. He also met Elizabeth (Bess), 
whom he later married. 

Don Hawkins is known these days as one of the long-time voic
es of KSTP Radio, but you might say he breathed maroon and gold 
before he could say it. The grandson of Swedish immigrants, he 
grew up in a family that firmly believed in the power of education. 
His middle name, Vincent, honors George E. Vincent, the president 
of the University of Minnesota on Hawkins' birth date in 1911. N oti
fied by Hawkins' mother of the tribute, president Vincent replied by 
postcard, "Donald's cheerful smile dawned humanly from my heavy 
burden of letters which I faced yesterday. Perhaps I'm prejudiced 
but he strikes me as an exceptionally intelligent young gentleman 
who may be counted upon to do honor to all his names . . . " 

Eighty-seven years after George Vincent sent his postcard, a 
retired Donald Hawkins honored his alma mater with a gift to endow 
the Donald V. Hawkins Undergraduate Scholarships in English and 
Speech and Communication. In addition, the Don Hawkins Pro
fessorship in English and the Don Hawkins Professorship in Speech 
Communication will support either visiting professors or current 
staff. 

Phil Tideman, Hawkins' cousin and trustee of his estate, says 
Hawkins' dual interest in education and communication can be traced 
to his parents-his father was a school teacher and administrator
and his close proximity to the University. Hawkins graduated from the 
U with a degree in speech communication in 1937. He complement
ed his bachelor's degree with radio and broadcasting courses at Brown 
Institute in Minneapolis and found his first job in radio at a station in 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin. Subsequent positions in radio led him through 
a series of cities in the Upper Midwest before World War II inter
rupted his budding career. Hawkins served as a gunnery officer in the 
Coast Guard from the early 1940s until the end of the war. 

Bigger and better things followed when Stanley Hubbard hired 
Hawkins in 1945 for his Twin Cities radio station, KSTP. Hawkins 
stayed with KSTP until he retired more than 30 years later. Although 
he worked on several programs, Hawkins is perhaps most remem
bered for The Don "Night Hawk" Hawkins Show, which featured 
music from the big band era. Live interviews with celebrities
including Peggy Lee, Jonathan Winters, and Tommy Dorsey
were a staple of the show's format. 

"If any musical group or orchestra was in town, Don would get 
them on the show," reminisces Phil Tideman. "He had many admir
ers and listeners, and was sort of an amateur musician himself. He 
even performed on his own show, playing guitar, banjo, and ukulele." 

Tideman describes Hawkins as outgoing and talented, a man who 
enjoys fun in his life. "He fit into the entertainment world very well," 
says Tideman. "Music was an avocation as well as part of his career. 
He entertained relatives and guests during summers at a cousin's 
resort on Mille Lacs Lake. Although he came to serve as a hired 
hand, he spent a lot of time amusing and performing for guests." 

Don and Bess Hawkins spent much of their life together travel
ing. They frequently wintered in San Diego or Hawaii, until Bess 
died in 1995. Don Hawkins moved to La Jolla, California, in 1996. 

With his deferred gift, Hawkins becomes a Builder of the Future 
for the University. President Mark Yudof acknowledged his sig
nificant gift at an alumni association event in Indian Wells, Califor
nia, earlier this year. 

"Education was a primary concern for Don's family," notes Phil 
Tideman. "Don's commitment to the University continues the ded
ication of his parents to education. It seems a fitting gift, reflecting 
a lifetime of interest in learning and communication." 

-Ann M. Roehl 
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Philanthropy with VIsion 

When Joyce Ekman Davis graduated 
from the University of Minnesota in 
1949, she had no inkling she would one 
day renew her connection to the school 
through her contributions to programs 
for students. 

As she explains, the return from her 
giving has been significant and fun. "It 
all began several years ago when I was 
writing my will," she says. "I was look
ing for a worthwhile contribution to 
make, learned about the University's 
scholarship programs, and decided to 

begin there." Davis started funding 
scholarships because she enjoys follow
ing the progress of the recipients. She 
has established an endowment with CLA, 
funding an annual scholarship for a full
time student majoring in foreign lan
guages. 

Her experience overseas and a keen 
interest in business activity in the Unit
ed States and abroad have convinced her 
that complete immersion is an important 
aspect of foreign scholarship. "It's 
important to me that students of foreign 
languages are immersed in more than just 
the language, that they also study for
eign literature, history, and culture," she 
says. "I've heard horror stories about 
people who work overseas, yet have no 

language or background in the culture. 
I have a tendency to follow business and 
the stock market. I know our world is 
more global than ever before, and I see 
a need for people who can work in busi
ness but have a liberal arts education." 

Davis's first experience abroad 
occurred shortly after World War II, 
when she worked with the Army Corps 
of Engineers in Japan investigating pre
emptive holdings the United States had 
claimed during the war. She returned to 
Minnesota to complete her degree in 
industrial relations, and subsequently 
worked for Strutwear, a lingerie compa
ny based in Minneapolis. Deciding that 
change was in the air, she next moved to 
California, accepting a job in the virus 
laboratory of the University of Califor
nia at Berkeley. "I worked with many 
Nobel Prize winners," she recollects. 
"Wendell Stanley, who purified the first 
virus, tobacco mosaic, was my boss." 
After 18 years in administrative grant 
development for the virus laboratory, 
Davis assumed a post as budget and 
financial analyst with the University of 
California president's office. She retired 
in 1976 but continued as a consultant for 
the next 10 years. 
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Davis lives with her husband, Gor
ton, in Pinole, California, and annually 
attends the Shakespeare Festival in Ash
land, Oregon. She also closely follows 
intercollegiate sports, and sponsors a 
women's swimming scholarship at the 
University of California, Berkeley, and 
with her brother, Lincoln, a scholarship 
in women's gymnastics at Minnesota. An 
avid swimmer herself, she attended the 
NCAA women's swimming champi
onships with her brother this spring at 
Minnesota. 

"I didn't maintain much contact with 
the University once I completed school," 
she notes now. "It had been at least 40 
years since I was last on campus. By 
becoming involved, by contributing, I've 
rekindled my ties with this school. It was
n't difficult or really expensive to start 
an endowment, and the rewards are so 
great! I follow students who receive the 
scholarships and have the wonderful 
pleasure of getting to know them." 

In Davis's view, there's at least one 
more benefit to supporting current Min
nesota students. "Now it feels like my 
campus again," she says with a smile. 

-Ann M. Roehl 
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Is your head spinning with information and advice on 
the new Roth IRA? Do you search your mailbox month
ly for the latest statement on the growth of your employ
ee pension plan? Before you scoff at the idea of read
ing another on pension plans and the Roth IRA, spend 
a moment thinking about your philanthropic interests. 
I'd like to tell you how your pension plan or Roth IRA 
can benefit your favorite philanthropy- in this case, 
CLA students and faculty. 

Philosophically, all pension plans have been created 
to help recipients plan for their financial future after 
retirement. It's useful, however, to also look briefly at 
how your pension plan can benefit your philanthropy. 

The simplest and clearest method is to sign a benefi
ciary statement giving the remainder of your pension, upon 
your death, to the philanthropy. This approach may have addi
tional benefits for your survivors, because it reduces the estate 
tax burden for your heirs. Keep in mind that because you will 
be spending a portion of your pension each year, neither you 
nor your philanthropy will know the exact amount of your 
ultimate gift: the more you receive as income during your life
time, the less your charity will receive. The beneficiary state
ment from your employee benefits administrator can help you 
with your planning. 

The Roth IRA is the hottest new vehicle in the country. 
Simply stated, it was created to encourage individuals to save 
more for retirement without affecting the country's current 
tax collection base. The dollars you deposit in your Roth IRA 
are "after tax" dollars: you may withdraw your contribution 
and any earnings without additional taxation. You also may 
create a Roth IRA at any point in your life, even if you are 
over 70, and you do not have to withdraw contributions just 
because you reach the magical age of 70 Yz. 

Even better, tax-free withdrawals before age 59 Yz are 
allowed under certain circumstances-for example, if you are 
disabled, or you want to help a child, spouse, or grandchild 
pay for his or her education, or you want to spend $10,000 on 
first-time home buying expenses. Before you attempt to put 
your entire paycheck into the Roth IRA, however, remember 
that there is a $2,000 contribution limit per year. (Your spouse 
also may contribute an additional $2,000.) 

What if you are retired? You can create a Roth IRA by 
"rolling over" any amount that you wish from your pension 
fund if you meet the retirement requirements. In many cases, 
there may be long-term tax savings, because you don't have 
to pay tax on the earnings of the fund. It is important also to 
remember, however, that if you are rolling over pre-tax dol
lars, you will need to pay income tax on the amount you are 
contributing to the Roth IRA; for 1998 rollovers, you may 
spread the resulting tax assessment over the next four years. 

How can the Roth IRA benefit your favorite philanthropy? 
You simply name your favorite charity as the beneficiary of 
your Roth IRA. Because there are no mandatory withdrawals 
at any age, your account can grow substantially, helping you 
to convert a maximum number of IRS dollars into charitable 
dollars. 

At times you may feel as though life, especially your finan
ciallife, has become far too complicated. You should, of course, 
talk to your financial advisers before making any decisions 
about the Roth IRA or any other investment vehicle. If your 
objectives and goals are clear, you may find that a Roth IRA 
simplifies the maze of options. 

For more information about contributing to and investing 
in the College of Liberal Arts, please contact our office at 612-
625-5031, or contact the University of Minnesota Foundation 
at 612-624-3333. -Mary Hicks 


