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Access to excellence 
There was a time in our nation when the road to high· 
er education was paved with family history: Only the 
sons (and occasionally, daughters) of the wealthy and 
powerful could even dream of a college degree. Around 
the mid·19th century, state land·grant universities 
such as the University of Minnesota began to change all 
of that. Before long, a more democratic system had 
made inroads into the old aristocratic ways. 

By the mid-20th century, great numbers of students 
from families with modest incomes were filling college 
classrooms across America. Strong state support of high
er education institutions, federal and state grants, and 
modest tuition helped ensure that young people from all 
walks of life would have a shot at a college degree. And 
Minnesotans were flushed with pride in an educational 
system that was second to none. 

Fast forward to the 21st century: In response to sharp 
reductions in state support, tuition at public colleges and 
universities across America has shot up much faster than 
family income. And the days when students could simply 
work their way through college are long gone: In 1970, 
students would have had to work 24 hours a week at min
imum wage to cover the cost of tuition and fees; today, 
they need to work 60 hours per week. 

Slippery slope 
At a time when higher education is more crucial than ever 
in preparing for a knowledge economy, the gap in access 
to college between students from low- and moderate
income families and students from wealthi-

Minnesota can thrive only if we ensure access to high
er education. It's not just a matter of fairness. Minneso
ta's cultural and economic vitality depends on the contri
butions of highly skilled and educated people from all 
walks of life. We simply cannot prosper as a state or as a 
nation if we leave great numbers of young people behind. 

Finding solutions 
Fortunately, there's some very good news: President 
Robert Bruininks has announced expansion of the Uni
versity of Minnesota Founders Opportunity Scholar· 
ship, which guarantees that 
all University of Minnesota 
students who are Minnesota 
residents and are eligible for 
Pell grants will receive grant 
and scholarship assistance at 
least equal to tuition and 
required fees-four years of 
support to new freshmen, 
and two years to new trans
fer students. 

The benefits of the pro
gram will extend to most 
students from families with Dean Steven J. Rosenstone 

annual incomes of less than $50,000. More than 30 percent 
of recipients are expected to be students of color. 

Nearly 6,000 University of Minnesota students from 
all income levels are also receiving scholarships from 

private sources, thanks in part to generous gifts 

er families has grown larger and larger. The 
result has been a growing class disparity 
between those who earn college degrees
and are prepared for the knowledge econo
my-and those who do not. 

Minnesota can 

thrive only if we 

ensure access to 

hiqher education. 

to the $150 million Promise of Tomorrow 
scholarship drive. Boosted by the President's 
Scholarship Match, which doubles the impact 
of endowed scholarship funds, the drive is well 
over halfway to its goal of increasing by 50 
percent the number of students who receive With the outlook so bleak, many young 

people from families of modest financial 
means abandon their dreams and aspirations altogether; 
they don't even consider the possibility of higher educa
tion. This is a tragedy and a profound waste of human 
potential. 

The trend in Minnesota is especially troubling. N arion
ally, college participation rates for students from low
income families rose 7.5 percent from 1992 to 2002. In 
Minnesota, participation rates for such students fell by 17.9 
percent. Minnesota once led America in college partici
pation by students from low-income families, but over the 
past decade, Minnesota has fallen faster than any state in 
the nation. The "level playing field" that enables economic 
opportunity in a democratic society has become for many 
Minnesotans a very slippery slope. 

privately funded scholarships. 
These scholarship programs go to the heart of the 

University's compact with the people of Minnesota. Schol
arships turn young people's aspirations into real achieve
ment. They enable students from all walks of life to reach 
their full potential. They help the University cultivate and 
generate talent for our workforce and our communities. 

They allow the University to make good on its land
grant mission while it continues its climb into the top ranks 
of U.S. public research universities. 

The University's scholarship programs should send a 
resounding message to young people across our state: If 
you are from a family of modest financial means, and if you 
prepare yourself academically for college, there are people at 
the University of Minnesota and in our community who are 

continued on page 13 
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COVER Story 
by Andi M cDaniel 

LES ONS 
out classrooms Wlt 

Through innovative partnerships, faculty and undergraduate students 

take learning outside the classroom and beyond the University. 

Sometimes, leaming means shutting out the 
rest o the world. It means holing up in a 
library cubby, burrowing into a pile of books 
and papers, drinking too much caffeine, and 
losing track of time. Take a quick survey of 
college campuses, and you'll find that students 
are engaging in this sort of learning at uni
versities around the country. 

But besides gaining those crucial book 
smarts that a college degree signifies, CLA 
students are engaging in another kind of learn
ing- a kind of learning you wouldn't notice 
if you took a stroll through Wilson Library. 
That's because nestled deep within a liberal 
arts education-beyond Shakespeare, beyond 
Socrates, even-is a process of learning more 
like cultivating a garden than reading a book. 
It's a living, breathing sort of education. It's 
the process of learning through relationships. 

CLA is a fertile seedbed for intellectual, 
creative, and civic relationships-between 
undergraduates and graduates, students and 
faculty, economists and artists, and most 
important, between academia and the world. 

For this article, we sifted through hundreds 
of exciting partnerships taking place through
out the college to highlight a few that illus
trate the unique multi-dimensionality of a 
CLA education. In the examples we selected, 
students are asking difficult questions, reach
ing beyond their comfort zones, and tackling 
issues that are of profound relevance to "the 
real world." Read on to learn how CLA stu
dents are discovering true scholarship through 
this dynamic interplay between faculty, stu
dents, and community. 

Brewer and Wanyama: 
From struggle into song 
Kela Wanyama remembers listening to Sweet 
Honey in the Rock as a child; she remembers 
hearing the message within the African-Amer
ican group's earthy a cappella groove: You can 
change things. Wanyama didn't know it at the 
time, but she would later marvel at the power 
of music to affect people-to inspire, to pro-

voke, and most important, to 
incite social change. 

Wanyama is a senior in the 
choral music program, and 
before she met Professor Rose 
Brewer in an Introduction to 
African American Studies class, 
she considered her love for 
socially conscious music to be 
separate from her passion for 
classical music. 

Brewer saw it differently. 
"Scholarly excellence and 
engagement in the world are not 
mutually exclusive," says Brew
er, who teaches a class called 
"The Color of Public Policy" 
that ties her own research to the 
public realm. She encouraged 
Wanyama to take her interest in 
socially conscious artistry seri
ously. And as Wanyama 
remarks with an appreciative grin, "When 
someone as amazing as Rose takes an interest 
in the work you're doing, you best sit up." 

Through a grant from UROP (Under
graduate Research Opportunities Program), 
Wanyama is delving into the music of black 
women's resistance with the intention of writ
ing a paper that will be both a community 
resource and a foundation for her future work 
as a music educator. Specifically, she's explor

Photo by Richard G. Anderson 

mal sound of the group was a remarkable 
mobilizing force. Rooted in the tradition 
African spirituals, the group's songs were nat
ural anthems for an era of social activism . To 
this day, Sweet Honey in the Rock continues 
to transform struggle into song, whether for 
environmental justice or women's rights. 

Miriam Makeba's music was also born out 
of struggle-the South African struggle 
against apartheid. After she appeared in the 

politically charged King Kong, ing the work of Miriam 
Makeba and Bernice Rea-
gan Johnston, African
American women whose 
music is at the core of 
socially conscious artistry. 

"Scholarly excellence and 

enqaqement in the world 

are not mutually exclusive." 

a musical openly critical of 
South Africa's system o 
apartheid, Makeba was exiled 
by the South African govern
ment. But her music only 

A socially conscious artist, 
Wanyama says, is "someone who has an inten
tion of bringing light to a change they wish 
to see in the world, especially if it runs count
er to the dominant messages that we get." 

Reagan Johnston founded the choral group 
Sweet Honey in the Rock in 1973 out of the 
Civil Rights Movement. The powerful, pri-
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gained popularity. 
Wanyama believes that socially conscious 

artistry is as important now as ever. "Themes
sages (of these artists] are not unique to their 
historical time period," she contends. "Fun
damentally, the message is [still] that we need 
to stand up for what we believe in, fight against 
the things that threaten our survival." 



From Brewer's perspective, the issues that 
Wanyama is exploring have reverberations 
throughout the University and the world. 
"Some of the most exciting work in the acad
emy is connected with the political urgency 
of communities that have been marginal
ized," she says. 

And for Wanyama, it's this relevance that 
makes the work worth doing. As a student, 
when you're planning out your future career, 
you need to remember what really matters, 
she says. "When you don't want to get out 

of bed, what's going 
to be the thing that 
really stirs you?" 

As a young black 
woman in classical 
music ("there aren't 
many," she notes), 
this work has helped 
her understand that 
"it's not only okay for 
me to be doing what 
I'm doing, but it's 
really important for me 
to be doing what I'm 
doing. That aware
ness has gotten me 
through some really 
rough spots," she 
says, "and it will be 
the thing that keeps 
me going for as long 
as I'm alive." 

Truth and retelling: 
Whose history is it, anyway? 
"That's history," the saying goes, meaning, 
"forget about the past; move on!" But in the 
belief systems of many indigenous commu
nities throughout the Midwest, past, present, 
and future are irrevocably intertwined. His
tory, then, is both complex and unforgettable. 

Collaborating with American studies pro
fessor Brenda Child (Chippewa), under
graduates Carly and Kate Beane (Dakota) 
and graduate student Scott Shoemaker 
(Miami) are leading a dialogue about how 
American Indian history in Minnesota is told. 

The conversation focuses on Fort 
Snelling, the familiar Minnesota landmark 
known to some as just another stop on the 
light rail. As most Minnesotans learned in 
grade school, Fort Snelling was once a trad
ing post and military base. What they're less 
likely to know is that the land it occupies was 
also the setting of the Dakota creation story, 
long before Europeans arrived in theN orth-

west Territories. And 
in the mid-1800s, it 
became the site of the 
mass slaughter of 
Dakota people. 

A grant from the 
MeN air program, 
which helps excep
tional undergradu
ates of color prepare 
for graduate school, 
brought Carly and 
Kate Beane into their 
research partnership 
with Brenda Child . 
When the topic of 
Fort Snelling arose, 
Cady Beane felt irre
sistibly compelled. "How often is it that 
you get the opportunity to participate in 
a project that affects your entire nation?" 
she exclaims. "That affects your com
munity, that affects your family so inti
mately? When something like that 
comes along, how do you say no?" 

Beane didn't say no, and so began a 
research project that would lead to a 
memorable evening of heated debate 
among over 100 people, indigenous and 
otherwise, about how to address Fort 
Snelling's checkered past and correct the 
historical record. 

The students' research involved over 
30 interviews with Dakota people state
wide about the possibility of reclaiming 
part of the site for an American Indian 
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Language Center, which would serve as a 
gathering place for the preservation and revi
talization of Minnesota's imperiled indige
nous languages. The center would be called 
Bdote, which means "where the rivers meet." 

When the students shared their initial 
findings at the February forum, the response 
was a storm of passionately felt, and often 
sharply conflicting, opinions on what it would 
mean to build a symbol of healing at a site 
desecrated by the massacre of Indians. Could 
Indians ever tell their story at such a site? 

continued page 4 



Tempers flared , and some 
sharp words were exchanged. 
"Afterward, a number of peo

E ple came up to me and said, 
~ 'Don'tbe discouraged,"' recalls 
a: 
~ early Beane. "But I didn't feel 
~ discouraged. If anything, I felt 
ll. 

encouraged. Because I saw 
clearly how much work there is 
to be done." 

The debate has really just 
barely begun. For her part, 
early Beane plans to be indef
initely involved. Next semes
ter, she'll intern with the Min
nesota Historical Society. As for 
her college career, she believes 
that working alongside a facul
ty member on an issue that hits 
so close to home has been indis
pensable. 

"The reason I'm here is to 
further my education so that I 
can fmd ways through my work 
to benefit my community," she 
says. It's an enormous under
taking, but she's already got her 
community talking. 

Mendoza and the 
DREAM team 
For each of the six students 
working on the DREAM Act 
legislation this semester, there 
are hundreds of community 
members crossing their fingers. 
That's because the independent 
study project developed by 
Sylvia Gonzalez-Castro, 
Abraham Castro, Martha Ock· 
enfels·Martlnez, Marianne 
Baum, "'uan Rangel, and 
Vanessa San "'ose isn't just a 
personal or academic challenge. 
It's an effort that would mean 
better access to higher educa
tion for children of undocu
mented immigrants throughout 
Minnesota. And for these six 
passionately committed stu
dents, "undocumented immi
grants" aren't just statistics or 
names in the news; they're fam
ily and friends. 

The Development, Relief, 
and Education for Alien Minors 
(DREAM) Act would grant in
state tuition to children of 
undocumented immigrants who 
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have graduated from high school and resided 
in Minnesota for a certain number of years. 
Typically, those who qualify would be immi
grants who came to the U.S. as children and 
were socialized as Americans. Under current 
laws, if they were brought to this country by 
undocumented immigrant parents, they are 
considered non-citizens, and they pay near
ly three times the amount of in-state tuition 
to attend public universities in Minnesota. So, 
many don't attend college at all. 

Photo by Richard G. Anderson 
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Under the guidance of Louis Mendoza, 
chair of Chicano studies, along with the 
staff of the Minnesota Immigrant Free
dom Network (MIFN), the six students 
are working on the ground in area high 
schools, talking to kids about how these 
issues affect them and about how to get 
involved. Their work is based on a six
week curriculum developed by MIFN, 
which culminates in a "Lobby Day" at the 
State Capitol, when the high school stu-

dents engage directly with their 
legislators. 

"I can't think of anything more 
powerful than high school stu
dents learning how to use their 
voices for positive change," says 
Ockenfels-Martinez of her expe
rience in local high school class
rooms. "By empowering [them] to fight 
for their right to education, we are help
ing them to understand the very powerful 
role they have as agents of social change." 

From Mendoza's perspective, the stu
dents' work on the DREAM Act embod
ies the University's mission. "Our involve
ment in the DREAM Act is simply living 
up to our compromiso," he explains. "It is 
our responsibility to take every opportu
nity to keep the doors open, and when pos
sible, to make opportunities to open them 
even wider." 

Mendoza goes on to explain that par
ticularly for students of color, the "divi
sion" between the University and the com
munity is a false one. Gonzalez-Castro 
shares that view. "About 3,000 youth in 
Minnesota would be affected by the 
DREAM Act," she points out. "Although 
I do not personally know these students, 
I consider them allies in the struggle for a 
better future." 

In a globalized economy, says Mendoza, 
"Our own well-beingis ... tied to the well
being of others in ways that can be mutu
ally beneficial." To work on a project with 
such far-reaching implications is a far lofti
er and more demanding task than simply 
turning in homework when it's due. But 
these students believe it's worth it. And 
the countless community members they 
represent would probably agree. 

Smith & Rabinowitz: 
Minding the gaps 
You won't find The Great Gatsby on the 
innovative literary Web site Voices from 
the Gaps. Nothing against Nick Car
raway-but this acclaimed site, sponsored 
by the English and American Studies 
departments, is devoted to those literary 
voices that haven't exactly been echoing 
in your head since freshman English class. 

Relying on scholarly contributors from 
around the world, Voices from the Gaps 
publishes literary criticism and selected 
works of talented female artists of color, 
artists like the poet Ai, whose ethnic 

continued page 8 
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Islam and the West. Harry Potter. Racial 

profiling. Sounds like a series of 

conversations overheard in a cafe. But 

in fact, these are just a few of the 

provocative topics covered In the 

freshman seminars offered to CLA 

students this year. 

In freshman seminars, new students in the 
College of Liberal Arts and their counterparts 
throughout the University get the opportu
nity to learn from top-notch faculty and study 
innovative topics in a small classroom setting. 
Part of the University's effort to enrich the 
first-year experience, freshman seminars have 
been by all accounts an overwhelming suc
cess. And it's no wonder; the engaging, inti
mate dialogue that takes place in freshman 
seminars embodies the very essence of a lib
eral arts education: the vital connection 
between faculty and students. 

Cultures in perspective 
Historically, the relationship between Islam 
and the West has involved not only holy wars 
and schisms, but also healthy cross-cultural 
relations and shared concepts of faith and tol
erance. Which raises the question-is there 
really a "clash" of civilizations? Has there 
ever been? 

Freshmanse 
MAKE CON 

Glancarlo Casale, assistant pro
fessor of history, led his students on a 
search for answers to these questions in 
his seminar "Crusade vs. Jihad? Mus
lim-Christian Relations in Historical 
Perspective." 

To help them put current events in 
historical perspective, Casale brought 
students back to his research special
ty-the history of the Ottoman 
Empire from the 15th to 17th cen
turies-and helped them connect the 
dots to current events such as the war 
in Iraq, Turkey's bid to join the Euro
pean Union, and moves toward 
democratization in the Middle East. 
The historical backdrop brought home 
to students a simple but significant les-
son: Conflict is nearly always more 

complex than you think. 
"It's not black and white," says student 

Katlna Petersen. "There aren't 'good guys' 
and 'bad guys.' Yes, the cultures do have dif
ferences, but I no longer think that a clash 
between civilizations is inevitable." 

Student Kirsten Johnson, whose husband 
was serving in the army in Iraq, says she 
learned a lot about "the other side of the 
story." In her Minnesota high school, she says, 
she had studied the Crusades, but not the Mus
lim experience. For still another perspective, 
Johnson's husband visited the class to share 
his experiences. 

The class of 20 was a world in miniature, 
with students from Egypt, Bahrain, Iraq, and 
India, as well as from Minnesota. The many 
voices and points of view underscored the 
complexity of the issues. Those differences 
may have left students with as many new ques
tions as answers, but they also put a human 
face on the larger political issues. 

Freshman Ayah Helmy says the blend of 
voices from across cultures made the class 
especially worthwhile. On a practical level, 
she adds, the ample reading list helped her 
learn how to juggle all of the demands of 
being a college student. 

6 

That reading list ranged from the verse of 
13th-century poet Rumi to an account by an 
Englishman taken captive by Muslim pirates 
to a speech by Atatiirk (the founder of the 
Turkish Republic). So why study these arcane 
texts? Petersen says they push you "to make 
connections between time periods and to think 
about 'big picture' ideas." 

Next year, Casale will teach another sem
inar, "From Mongolian Hordes to Corporate 
Boards: Turkey Past and Present" -a close
up look at the first Muslim nation to seek 
membership in the European Union. 

Mad at the movies 
"I will not be ignored!" When Alex Forrest 
(Glenn Close) utters that dire warning in the 
film Fatal Attraction, a collective shiver runs 
through the audience. But Monica Luciana 
just might be calmly taking notes-recording 
clinical symptoms, taking Alex's measure. 



,nars 
'CTIONS 

How authentic is this chilling portrayal of 
an avenging woman spurned? And how accu
rate is the more nuanced depiction of bipo
lar N obellaureate John Nash in A Beautiful 
Mind?Or of Eve's "three faces"? 

Knowing that few movie-goers have the 
knowledge to separate clinical reality from 
cinematic fiction, Luciana found a compelling 
way to untangle the threads. She created the 
freshman seminar "Movies and Madness: 
Media Portrayals of Abnormal Psychology." 

Having taught large lecture classes in 
abnormal psychology, Luciana was eager to 
tailor her teaching to an audience of 20. "I 
wanted to teach in a more individualized 
manner, in a warmer sort of way," says 
Luciana, whose research examines the neu
ral bases of behavior in adults and children. 

Luciana chose films that would appeal to 
students' soft spot for pop culture while also 

addressing a wide range of psychological 
issues, from anxiety and mood disorders to 
substance abuse, psychosis, and criminal 
pathology. The films include As Good As It 
Gets, Fatal Attraction, A Beautiful Mind, The 
Three Faces of Eve, The Woodsman, Thir
teen, and Trainspotting. 

The students were hooked-but they did
n't just watch movies. They read modules 
from Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of 
Mental Disorders and applied the diagnostics 
to the on-screen renderings of mental illness. 
"Cinematic portrayals vary in how well they 
measure up against clinical descriptions," 
says Luciana. "I use the inconsistencies as 
teaching tools, to challenge which aspects of 
the portrayal are inaccurate." 

By the end of the semester, students 
could identify major psychological disorders 
and bring their new diagnostic tools to the 
movies. Alex might still make their flesh tin
gle, but at least they'll understand her. 

Tracing inequalities 
Dara Strolovitch, assistant professor of polit
ical science, pushes students to think criti
cally about social and economic inequalities. 
In her seminar, "Inequalities, Representa
tion, and Group Politics in the U.S.," she and 
her students tackle subjects from same-sex 
marriage to racial profiling, school desegre
gation, campaign finance reform, immigra
tion, and reparations for past injustices. 

Strolovich's students are often struck by 
the parallels between such occurrences as the 
internment of Japanese citizens during World 
War II and the world they now inhabit-a 
world of tightened immigration restrictions 
and of persistent inequalities 
based on race, income, nation
al origin, and gender. 

As they examine the con
tinuing tension between those 
realities and democratic prin
ciples of equal opportunity and 
equal representation, students 
engage in lively debates over 
such issues as sentencing dis
parities in the criminal justice 
system, the uneven distribu
tion of wealth and income, 
affirmative action, civil rights, 
and Title IX. 

Strolovitch believes the 
seminar approach is especial
ly effective for new students, 
some of whom have never 
experienced this kind of guid-
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ed give-and-take of ideas and perspectives. 
Even the shy students enter into the fray, 
exchanging viewpoints and examining data 
with classmates from a broad range of back
grounds. They are challenged to test their 
assumptions about the world, to construct 
good arguments, and to become intellectually 
engaged students and citizens. 

Deconstructing Harry Potter 
"Harry Potter and the French Connec

tion" -the brainchild of Alan K. Smith, 
assistant professor in the Department of 
French and Italian-was no easy romp 
through children's books. Rather, Smith's 
class looked at J.K Rowling's popular series 
within its rich historical context, with influ
ences that include French and Italian authors 
of "alchemical tracts"-historical figures 
with names like Paracelsus and Nostradamus. 

The goal of the class was to develop new 
ways of reading the young wizard's story
as history, as social science, as allegory, and 
as a study in language. "By examining the 
archetypes behind the characters and the plot
lines, I learned as much about general psy
chology and sociology and the early modern 
period in France and parts of Italy as I did 
about the books themselves," says student 
.Jessica Huffman. 

Although most of the students had read 
the novels before, few had engaged in the 
kind of nuanced and collaborative analysis 
the class enabled. For student Marisa Tam, 
the "incredibly old" primary texts were espe
cially helpful in deepening her understand
ing of the novels. Tam was impressed as well 

continued page 8 
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by the variety of interpreta
tions among her classmates, 
who shared their ideas and 

A head start 

~ i wrote papers in groups of 
a. three or four. For their final 

class project, they wrote fic
tion modeled after the style 
of Rawling's books. 

"It's important for students to get this type 
of opportunity coming in, to nurture what it 
means to be a student, and to see the pro
fessor as a real person and a participant," 
says Strolovitch of the freshman seminar 
experience. Luciana notes that today's fresh
men come in with more knowledge and 
assertiveness than before, and they expect 
more opportunities like freshman seminars. 
Fortunately, she and her colleagues are more 
than happy to oblige. 

WHAT'S SO GREAT ABOUT FRESHMAN SEMINARS? 

CLA offers about 50 freshman seminars each year, mostly 
during fall semester. The seminars are capped at 20 stu
dents, or an overall capacity of 1,000 students-about 38 
percent of CLA freshmen. The seminars are so popular that 
some fill the first day of registration, says Nanette Hanks, 
CLA assistant dean for curriculum. 

Across the Twin Cities campus, 125 to 150 freshman semi
nars are offered annually, with just under one-third of eli
gible students participating, says Laura Coffin Koch, asso
ciate vice provost and Morse Alumni Distinguished Teaching 
Professor of Mathematics. Students who take freshman 
seminars have higher retention rates and higher four- and 
five-year graduation rates, she notes. 

The seminars have been a boon not only for students, but 
faculty as well, Koch says. In CLA, 254 faculty have taught 
seminars; 25 have taught more than one, and 9 more than 
two. "From what I'm told, faculty have applied to their other 
classes what they've learned teaching freshman seminars," 
says Koch, "so they have an even broader impact than we 
might have thought." 

Ever since teaching one of the first CLA seminars, "How 
Babies Learn to Talk," .Jennifer Windsor, professor and 
chair of the Department of Speech-Language-Hearing Sci
ences, has reflected on their value to faculty. "Their small 
size allows you to teach differently," she says. "You know 
everyone's name and more about each student. You have 
the ability to be flexible, to do what resonates best with the 
class. I love the sense of community it engenders. 

"It can be a stretch to convey information from research to 
an 18-year-old student for example, to break down theo
retical models of language development. But I enjoy hear
ing a student say, 'That's cool, I hadn't thought about that.' 
Students in a seminar are more engaged and can feel how 
the topic relates to their life. It's more about the big picture 
than the details. It's igniting an interest." 

After the class ended, 
some of the students formed 
a club, Harry Potter United. 
As the club evolves, they 
hope to create a literary out
reach program and sponsor 
discussions of witchcraft 
and the occult in children's 
literature and film. 

As for Smith, he was frankly "astound
ed" by his students' level of knowledge and 
intellectual sophistication. "They were 
mature, informed, and well prepared. It was 
a dream class to teach," he says. • 

Lessons Without classrooms, from paqe 5 

heritage- Japanese, Choctaw, Cheyenne, African American, Dutch, 
and Scots-Irish-is practically impossible to categorize. 

Thanks to UROP, English major Tara Smith '06 devoted a por
tion of her senior year to developing a Web page for Ai on the Voices 
site. Under the guidance of English professor Paula Rabinowitz, 
Smith delved into Ai's work with a depth that's difficult to achieve 
within the traditional academic schedule. At first, she was uneasy with 
Ai's bold, graphic, and rather unnerving poetry. 

"I had to start thinking about [ Ai's work] in a different way," Smith 
recalls. "Not as something I should turn my attention away from, but 
something that I should turn my attention towards, because those 
uncomfortable feelings are exactly what she wants the reader to have." 
Ai's critically acclaimed poetry collections, with names such as Sin, 

Cruelty, and Dread, focus on the "huge system of vice" that Ai believes 
underlies current affairs, particularly in the United States. 

Perhaps even more challenging than analyzing Ai's work was deter
mining how to position her in the context of a site honoring minority 
women writers. Generally, the site organizes into "axes of affiliation," 
or ethnicities with which the artists most closely identify-but Ai 
renounces cultural categories. "She doesn't want to be labeled by any 
sort of race or ethnicity or anything," says Smith. 

It's just possible that Ai's rejection of labels reflects a trend. "Per
haps the literary canon is expanding to a point where those tags aren't 
as important as they once were," Smith explains. "In many ways, Voic
es is revolutionary, expanding the canon but also dealing with tough 
issues (such as race]." 

In Rabinowitz's view, Voices is a sort of creative laboratory. "It's 
a kind of collaborative research situation ... . You have graduate stu
dents among alumnae, and professors among undergraduates--dif
ferent people working at different skill levels-but they're all part of 
this team, and we need each of them." (Other members of the Voices 
team include graduate students Dieter Bohn, Lauren Curtright, Carla 
.Johnson, and Masha Zavialova.) 

As a full-time student who also works full time, Smith has appreci
ated the opportunity to develop stronger connections with her depart-

continued page 9 
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Voices, from page 8 

ment. In particular, working with Rabinowitz 
has helped her maintain a sense of the greater 
value of her work. 

"Paula gives me advice not only on what 
I should be doing, not just assignments, but 
the bigger picture, like encouraging me to 
think more critically about things, consider 
different options, and go beyond what I even 
think is possible for myself." 

The culmination of Smith's efforts, a Web 
page featuring Ai's biography and critical 
essays on her work is now live on the site. 

Find out more about Voices from the 
Gaps at http:/ /voices.cla.umn.edu. • 

MARK SNYDER: 
studies in selfish ALTRUISM 

More than twenty years ago, psychology 
professor Mark Snyder began ponder

ing questions that still shape his research. The 
AIDS crisis was just beginning, and instances 
of noble volunteerism, including hospice 
workers caring for the dying, abounded. What 
makes people do it? he wondered. Why do 
they volunteer? And why do they keep com
ing back to help? 

Snyder's findings turned out to be more 
complex and surprising than anyone could 
have predicted. Volunteers come to their 
work for both humanitarian and self-cen
tered reasons. "But our most striking find
ing was that if you look down the line at 
who's going to continue with the work, it is 
those volunteers who derive personal bene
fits from what they're doing," says Snyder. 
"That's what keeps them coming back. 
True altruism can be a selfish thing." 

Snyder's groundbreaking research 
remains the longest-running study of its 
kind in the country. And it has spawned new 
studies through the psychology depart
ment's Center for the Study of the 
Individual and Society (CSIS), involving 
Snyder's colleagues in psychology, political 
science, and sociology. 

Most recently, faculty members have 
joined together across disciplines to create 
what Snyder calls "a joint inventory," which 
will delineate and measure the various 

forms of community participation being 
studied by CSIS members. Plans are to pub
lish the results as guides for organizations 
who work with volunteers. 

"We study volunteers of all kinds," says 
Snyder. "We look at people who form com
munity organizations; we look at people in 
leadership positions in community organi
zations; we look at people who participate in 
the political process. 

"And we're asking a number of different 
questions. For instance, do people who are 
motivated to volunteer in a social service 
setting have the same sorts of motivations 
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by Tim Brady 

that are relevant to someone who signs on 
to a political campaign?" 

The emerging answer to that question 
echoes Snyder's earlier findings. "There's a 
set of motivations that all have the same 
thing in common," he says. "It's not just 
about what you want to do for others, but 
what you want to do for yourself. And in all 
cases, I think, the key to success is matching 
up opportunities for involvement with 
motivations. Where those line up, you find 
enduring volunteerism." 

Snyder, who holds the University's 
McKnight Presidential Chair in Psycholo
gy, has published more than 200 articles and 
received a slew of research grants from, 
among others, the National Science Foun
dation, the National Institute of Mental 
Health, and the American Foundation for 
AIDS Research. 

In 2005, Snyder received The Donald 
Campbell Award from the Society for 
Personality and Social Psychology, perhaps 
the most prestigious research award in social 
psychology. 

Of his own charity work, which includes 
frequent requests to give advice on volun
teering to community organizations, Snyder 
says, ''I'm sort of a case history of my own 
research. I get so much back from the com
munities that I help, that it doesn't feel much 
like work at all." • 



Frederick Asher (art history) 
and Barbara Welke (history) 
received the 2005-06 Horace 
T. Morse-University of Min
nesota Alumni Association 
Award for Outstanding 
Contribut ion to Under· 
graduate Education. The 
award recognizes contribu
tions to student learning 
through teaching, research, Barbara Welke 

with the Women's Environmental Insti
tute at Amador Hill (www.w-e-i.org/), an 
environmental research, renewal, and 
retreat center in North Branch, MN; 
and Feinberg for his work in the com
munity-based ACTION project 
(Artist/Community Teams Interpret 
Ora l Narratives) and for his work as 
project director for "Voice to Vision," 
a DVD documentary of Ho locaust 
survivors sharing their experiences 
through art (www.chgs.umn.edu/voice
tovision/). 

and creative activities; 
advising; academic prog ram 
development; and educationa l 
leadership. 

Chris Uggen (sociology) has been named a 2006 Distinguished 
McKnight University Professor. The professorsh ip honors 
and rewards the University's highest-achieving faculty scholars. 

Three CLA professors have been named McKnight Land-Grant 
Professors: Ronald R. Krebs (political science), who is study
ing the effects of war on democracy; Angus W. MacDonald Ill 
(psychology), who is building a comprehensive account of schiz
ophrenia; and Steven M. Manson (geography), who is research
ing the nature, causes, and impacts of changing urban and rural 
landscapes. Manson also recently received the nat ional Young 
Scholar Award from the University Consortium for Geographic 
Information Science. 

Richard Leppert (cultural studies and comparative literature) 
and .Jean O'Brien·Kehoe (history) received the 2005-06 Uni
versity of Minnesota Distinguished Teaching Award for Out
standing Postbaccalaureate, Graduate, and Professional 
Education. 

Jean O'Brien-Kehoe Richard Leppert 

Rob Silberman (art history) received the .John Tate Award for 
Excellence In Undergraduate Advising in recognition of his ded
icat ion to working with film studies students. 

R. Dennis Cook (statistics) received the 2006 CLA Dean's 
Medal for distinguished contributions to his discipline and to 
the college. See the story on page 14. 

Anna Clark (h istory) and Ray Gonzalez (English) were named 
2006-09 Scholars of the College, an award that recognizes 
outstanding achievement by CLA faculty. 

.Jacquelyn Zita (women's studies) and David Feinberg (art) 
received the 2006 University of Minnesota Outstanding 
Community Service Award. Zita is being honored for her work 
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Elaine Tyler May (American studies) received the Distin
guished Women Scholars Award in Social Sciences, Arts 
and Humanities for 2006. This award recognizes scholarly or 
creative achievements, with emphas is on originality, imagina-
tion, and innovation. 

Dance program di rector Carl Flink, aff iliate Mathew .Janczews
kl, and associate professor .Joanie Smith, with her partner, 
affiliate Dania I Shapiro, presented their original choreography 
in May at the prestigious American College Dance Festival Asso
ciation's (ACDFA) National College Dance Festival Gala at the 
Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C. 

Gary Schwltzer (journalism and mass communication) was 
awarded third place in the Association of Health Care Journal
ists 2005 Awards for Excellence in Health Care .Journalism 
in t he category of trade publications/online journals/newslet
ters. 

.Josephine Lee (English, Asian 
American studies) was award
ed a 2006 Council on Asian 
Pacific Minnesotans Lead
ership Award for dedicated 
service to the community and 
for special contributions in 
leadership and mentoring. 

For his outstanding contri
butions to vision research, 
Gordon Legge will receive 
an honorary doctora te in 
June-Doctorat Honoris 
Causea for I'Ecole d'op
tometrie at the Universite de Montreal. "It is certainly nice to 
be recognized by a Canadian university (my native land)," says 
Legge. "My on ly concern is delivering the convocation remarks 
in French!" 

Mark Snyder (psychology) and his research collaborators 
received the Gordon Allport Intergroup Relations Prize for 
2005-06 for their research on "Power and the Creation of Patron
izing Environments: The Stereotype-Based Behaviors and their 
Effects on Female Performance in Masculine Domains," a report 
of which appeared in the Journal of Personality and Social Psy
chology. 

The Department of Chicano Studies received a $171,000 grant 
from the Otto Bremer Foundation to support the development 
of a Minnesota Associat ion of Latinos in Higher Education and 
an effort to improve media coverage and public dialogue on 
Latinos in Minnesota. Louis Mendoza (Chicano studies) is the 
principal investigator of the project, "Civic Engagement and the 
Minnesota Latino Community." 



Leonard Polakiewicz (Slavic languages and literatures) 
received the Ronald Walton Award from the National Coun
cil of Organ izations of Less Commonly Taught Languages, in 
recognit ion of a career "distinguished by selfless service and 
noteworthy contributions to the fostering of less commonly 
taught language initiatives in the United States." 

Maki Morinal)a (Asian languages and literatures) received 
the prestigious Charles A. Ryskamp Research Fellowship 
Award for her project "Gender and Onnagata: A History, Mech
anism and Labyrinth." 

Brian GoldberCJ (English) was selected by students to 
receive the Ruth Christie DistinCJuished TeachinCJ Award. 
The award was endowed by Mr. and Mrs. Mark Wexler in 
memory of Ruth Christie, who taught in the Department of 
Engl ish from 1925 to 1957. 

Michael Molasky (Asian languages and literatures) received 
the prestigious award of a VisitinCJ Scholar at the Kyoto 
International Research Center for .Japanese Studies for 
2007-08. 

Andrew Cohen (linguistics, English as a second language, and 
Slavic languages and literatures) received the 2006 Ameri· 
can Association for Applied LlnCJulstlcs (AAAL) Award 
for DistinCJuished Service and Scholarship. 

Barbara Weissberl)er (Spanish and Portuguese studies) 
received the 2006 La Coronica International Book Award 
for Scholarsh ip in Medieval Spanish Language, Literature, and 
Cultural Studies for her book Isabel Rules: Constructing Queen
ship, Wielding Power (University of Minnesota Press, 2004). 

.Joachim SavelsberCJ (sociology) and Ryan D. KinCJ ('05, soci
ology) received the Law and Society Association's 2006 
Article Award for "Institutionalizing Collective Memories of 
Hate: Law and Law Enforcement in Germany and the United 
States" (in American Journal of Sociology). They collaborat
ed through the U's Graduate Research Partnership Program. 

Toni Pierce Sands (affil iate, theatre arts and dance), and her 
husband Uri , have been named Artists of the Year by the 
Minneapolis Star Tribune. 

The Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies' co-pro
duction (with TPT 17), "Armenian Genocide: 90 Years Later," 
was awarded the Talk/Public Affairs Award from the North
west Broadcast News Association. 

Students 
Rebecca Mitchell and .Joseph Walla have been named 2006 
Truman Scholars. See the full story on page 13. 

Elizabeth (Betsy) Burr (anthropology and art), Mark Fos· 
ter (acting, anthropology, and political science), and Theodore 
(Ted) Melnhover (g lobal studies and mass communication) 
were awarded 2006-07 Katherine Sullivan Scholarships. 
See the story on page 13. 

LeiCJh Roethke (graduate student, art history) was a finalist 
for the Minnesota Book Award for her book Minnesota's Capi
tol: A Centennial Story. 

Four School of Journalism and Mass Communication students 
received Sevareld Awards from the Northwest Broadcast 

News Association: Kim .Johnson and Kara McElwee (gen
eral reporting), .Jenna Ross (investigative), and Kim .John· 
son and Tyler Richter (photojournali sm). 

Emily Freeman 

"Par Avion," by Emily Free· 
man (M.F.A. student, cre
ative writing) was the win
ning entry in the seventh 
annual Minnesota mal)a• 
zlne fiction contest. The 
story-which one judge 
called a "beautifully written, 
quietly moving" story-was 
published in the March-April 
2006 issue of Minnesota, the 
magazine of the University 
of Minnesota Alumni Asso
ciation. 

Ryan .Joroscak was awarded first place (undergraduate 
student category) of the 2006 ArtWords: WritlnCJ at the 
Weisman contest for "The Silhouette of a Young Man." Sec
ond place went to ..lent LaPalm for "Impressions on Robert 
Brady 's Pontchartrain," and th ird place to Melissa Shelsby 
for "Synchromy in the Sky." In the graduate student catego
ry, first place was awarded to Alyson Sinclair for "The Last 
Myth," second place to .Jake Mohan for " Possession," and 
third place to Ann Linde for " Marooned." 

BREAKING NEWS (April27, 2006): "The Dance Prol)ram is 
feeling especially hip today thanks to mention in City Pages ' 
'Best of the Twin Cities 2006' issue .... The University of 
Minnesota/Barbara Barker Center for Dance is listed as the 
'Best Place to Learn Dance."'- Norma Jenneman, Dance Pro
gram coordinator. in an e-mail to students in theatre arts & dance 

David Campbell 

Alumni 
David Campbell (Ph.D. '60, 
psychology) was awarded 
the 2006 DlstlnCJuished 
Psycholol)lst In Manal)e· 
ment Award by the Society 
of Psychologists in Man
agement. His presentation 
title was "A Visual Explo
ration of Cultural Biases, or 
How Can We Keep Our 
Grandchildren From Going 
to War With Each Other?" 

.Josteln Mykletun (M.A. '72, international relations, Ph.D. '75, 
political science)-deputy director general of the Norwegian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs-received the DlstinCJuished Lead· 
ership Award for Internationals. As science counselor of 
the Norway-U.S. Forum on Higher Education, Research, and 
Technology, Mykletun has fostered research partnerships in 
biotechnology, energy, climate, and healthcare. 

PHOTOS, pages 10-11: Frederick Asher, Barbara Welke, Jean O'Brien Kehoe, and Richard Leppert by Patrick O'Leary; Josephine Lee by Leo Kim; 
Emily Freeman by Amy Sheppard; Steven Snyder and David Campbell by Leo Kim. 
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, Nifty, 
oteworth 

By Rick Moore 

The world of higher education reached out to the students at the lit
tle desks of Randolph Heights School in February, and the 40 chi I· 
dren, mostly fourth-graders, were all ears and raised hands. 

Graduate students Elizabeth Bowser and Philip Grace, both in 
medieval costume, made the visit as part of an ongoing project of the 
Center for Medieval Studies (CMS) to teach elementary students 
about the invention of the bound book in the Middle Ages. The schol
ars present a history on the evolution of books, and the students are 
later given the chance to create their own books using vellum, quills, 
gold leaf, and ink donated to the program. 

The students have been studying medieval history- along with art
as part of their core knowledge curriculum. One question they were 
asked was why it might make more sense to use paper, rathe r than 
tablets (made out of ivory or wood) or parchment or vellum (made 
out of animal skins), to make books. 

" If you had to make a hundred pages out of tablets, it would be like that." 
said one girl, holding her hands about three feet off the ground. "Paper 
seems like it would be easier to make, and you wouldn 't be killing ani
mals," offered another. 

The students learned about the folding of sheets into folios, quartos, and 
octavos, and how quires (now 25-page segments) were sewn together to 
make books. They also learned about the ruling of pages and the use of 
initial letters and illustrations. Finally, they were able to look at and touch 
an actual medieval manuscript page. 

For the children, the event wasn't without distractions-namely, three 
photographers from various media milling around the room and a cou
ple of scribes making notes in their lined tablets. Hence, there were a lot 
of swiveling heads and questions afterward about where they might see 
their photos. 

The students' place in the 21st century was also evident. A computer pro
jected Web images of Middle Age transcripts. And when Bowser asked, 
"What is a stylus?" one boy responded, "You can use it on a Palm Pilot 
to draw." 

This is the first year of the CMS outreach program, which is funded by a 
COPE (Council on Public Engagement) grant. CMS scholars visited five 
other Twin Cities classrooms in March and April. 

According to Jean Schalk, an art teacher at Randolph Heights, the program 
helps make classroom teaching more relevant; and her students were still 
talking about the visit two days later. "When you try to make the medieval 
period in Europe come alive, it's really good to have multiple sources of 
information," she said. "Seeing an actual document that they can look at 
and touch is very exciting." 

The costumes sported by Bowser and Grace seemed to help, as well, and 
the black garment worn by Grace underneath his handmade cloak caught 
the fancy of one boy in the classroom. 

"Do you have to wear tights? " he asked. 

"No," said Grace. 

And then a follow-up question: "Are you a superhero?" 

" No," Grace answered. "But not for lack of trying." 

This story first appeared in UMNews, an online publication of University Relations. 

Pianist wows judqes 
Andrew Staupe, a 21-year old piano student in the School of Music, was award
ed first prize in the final round of the 50th annual WAMSO Youn9 Artist 
Competition at Orchestra Hall in January. Staupe, a senior in the School of 
Music, studies piano with Lydia Artymiw, who says he brings a rare talent to 
the keyboard. 

Staupe received the $5,000 WAMSO Young Artist Award, the $2,500 WAMSO 
Achievement Award, a performance with the Minnesota Orchestra, a taped 
performance on McGraw Hill's Young Artist Showcase (WQXR in New York City), 
and the Erma Strachauer First Place medal. He also received the $1,000 Mary 
Winston Smail Memorial Piano Award, and won a solo performance opportunity 
with the St. Paul Civic Symphony. 

Osmo Vlinskii, Minnesota Orchestra Music Director, presents the 
Z006 WAMSO Younq Artist Competition First Prize to pianist 
Andrew Staupe at Orchestra Hall. 
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Sullivan Scholars spread out 
By Claire Joseph 

Thanks to the prestigious Katherine E. Sullivan Scholarship, CLA hon· 
ors students Ted Melnhover, Mark Foster, and Betsy Burr will enhance 
their CLA experience with a fifth year of undergraduate study in three dif· 
ferent countries next fall. 

Meinhover, who majors in global studies (focus· 
ing on East/Southeast Asia) with a minor in 
journalism, plans to study Indonesian and Man· 
darin Chinese languages. "I like learning about 
the world, languages and cultures and politics 
and theory, and being able to communicate 
[across those cultures]," Meinhover says. 

Meinhover's long-term plans mesh nicely with 
his fifth-year study experience. "I would like 
to be able to use my skills in communicating 
across cultures, doing something that works to 
the benefit of humanity," he says. 

Ted Meinhover 
Foster, a double major in the B.F.A. acting pro· 

gram and anthropology, with a political science minor, will spend his first 
semester working with the United Nations office in Dar es Salaam, Tan· 
zania, where he will study performance, Swahili, and politics in a post· 
colonial and post-socialist state. He will spend his second semester as a 
field researcher with the Jane Goodall Institute in Gombe National Park, 
examining dominance displays among high-ranking male chimps. He will 
observe, no doubt, with a keen eye for performance honed by his theatri· 
cal training. But he won't just be studying chimps. His studies will range 
broadly over "performance, language, diplomacy, and biology." 

In ten years, Foster sees himself "with a Ph.D., working as a director and 
actor across the globe, exploring how anthropology and theater intersect 
from the perspective of a practitioner," and creating work that is "both 
stimulating and engaging." 

Burr, an anthropology major with an art minor, will take to South Africa 
her love of archaeological studies. "I decided to transfer to the U of M so 
that I could start taking more anthropology, including archaeology. My 
first anthropology class at the U was lntro to Archaeology, and I loved it," 
she recalls. For her senior project, Burr plans to measure original rodent 
fossils at South Africa's Transvaal Museum. "From this study abroad, I'll 
have a graduate thesis ready," she says. "Graduate school for biological 
anthropology is very competitive, and this study abroad will give me greater 
opportunities for continuing my study." 

Noteworthy, continued on page 14 
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committed to ensuring that you will be able to afford to attend 

your state's flagship university. 

Relationships and access 
Access to higher education is central to the strength of our 
democracy; it is central to tapping the creative energies of 
all of our people so Minnesota can compete in a knowledge 
economy; it is central to ensuring social and economic 
opportunity for all Minnesotans. 

Our goal is to open doors to the kinds of life-trans
forming relationships that this issue of CLA Today cele
brates. It is to ensure that, regardless of financial means, 
all students will be able to avail themselves of the oppor
tunities for learning and creativity that occur in our class
rooms, laboratories, studios, and recital halls. Our goal is 
to ensure the strength and integrity of the great public 
university in whose future lies the future of Minnesota. 

The system for financing education at the University 
of Minnesota must continue to be a partnership among 
students and their families, the state of Minnesota, the fed
eral government, donors, and the University itself. Access 
comes at some cost-but without it, we will all pay a much 
steeper price. We will fai l not only our young people but 
also our state. With your support, we can continue to mine 
the genius and talents of all of our people and keep both 
the University and the state of Minnesota strong. 

Steven] Rosenstone, Dean 

McKnight Presidential Leadership Chair 



Stepping 
into 
history 
By Phil Lewenstein 

It's quite an ambitious 
goal for one semester
not only to teach stu
dents about history, but 
to ask them to live it, 
from the inside. But 

that's exactly what's on the syllabus for assistant professor Kevin Mur· 
phy's Public History class. Murphy asks students to work with people in 
the community to reconstruct the community's past. 

Murphy's students have been ferreting out and assembling bits of history 
to document the rich social, political, and cultural history of the Cedar
Riverside neighborhood on the University's West Bank. The area is a Twin 
Cities historian's dream, a site that, for well over a century, has been the thriv
ing nucleus of various immigrant groups and social movements. 

"Most successful public history projects develop as collaborative efforts 
among individuals and organizations with overlapping but not necessari
ly identical interests and agendas," Murphy says. "It's important that stu-

, Nifty, 
oteworthy 

dents learn to think clearly and criti
cally about audience needs and uses 
that the projects might serve." 

So students not only gather and inter
pret information but also develop rela
tionships with community partners 
to find common ground and help 
advance community goals. They talk 
to residents and former residents, 
business owners, community leaders, 
and others, as well as examining his
torical documents in museums and 
libraries. Working in teams, they prac
tice interview and research techniques 
and also test their teamwork skills. 

"To make the collaborations work," 
says Murphy, "students have to 

arrange schedules, work with others who may have different goats and 
learning styles, and resolve any disagreements." 

In the end, students produce an impressive array of projects for public pres
entation and use by the community-from oral histories to document 
archives to photo and film documentaries. The 2004 projects culminated 
in Cedar-Riverside: Histories and Visions, an acclaimed interactive 
exhibit at the Hennepin History Museum in Minneapolis. The 2005 projects 
were featured in a multimedia exhibit at the Elmer L. Andersen Library 
Gallery, Community/University: Students Explore West Bank History. 



Joseph Walla 

Two C LA students 
receive prestigious 
Truman Scholarships 
What has big dreams and four legs, each one 
firmly planted in a different part of the world? 

Answer: Two Truman scholars. And together, 
these two CLA students-who met as fresh
men and have been close friends ever since
have urged each other on and have even 
launched a nonprofit organization that con
nects volunteers with NGOs, especially in Africa. 

The Truman Scholarship is awarded each year 
to approximately 75 college juniors nationwide 
who are committed to careers in public serv
ice. Truman Scholars must have outstanding 
academic records, demonstrated leadership 
skills and a history of engagement in commu
nity service, government. or political activism. 
The scholarship provides up to $30,000 for 
graduate or professional school, and carries a 
service commitment. 

Rebecca Mitchell, a biology, 
society, and environment 
major who grew up in Chippe
wa Falls, Wis., plans to earn a 
combined doctorate and mas
ter's degree in public health 
and pursue a career in inter
national health care and 
health policy. Her volunteer 

experiences last summer at a clinic and orphan
age in Nakuru, Kenya, inspired her to focus on 
health issues in Africa, particularly those affect
ing women. 

"I've seen the devastating consequences of 
lack of health care for women, including pre
natal care," says Mitchell. "And I've seen how 
hard they struggle for dignity and survival 
against unbelievably harsh conditions." 

"You will meet few 21-year-olds who possess 
the compassion, intellectual abilities, and lead
ership qualities that Rebecca does," says 
Leonard Muyelele, principal of the Kenyan Pis
tis Academy and Orphanage, where Mitchell 
volunteered. "You will meet even fewer still 
who are already actively using these skills to 
better the lives of others every day and inspir
ing so many along the way to do the same." 

.Joseph Walla, a summa candidate in political 
science from Edina, Minn., intends to earn a 
master's degree in public policy with a focus 
on international affairs. He will defer his grad-

Famed author· Salman Rushdie addressed a 

packed Northrop Auditorium on April 17, deliv

erinq a tJik titled "Step !~cross This Line." 

Rusildie s visit was sponsored LJV tile Institute 

for Advanced Study. 

Rusl1c!re, perhaps b('St known tor his controver

sial 19H8 tJook The Satanic Verses wr1ich 

prompted vie:IPnt protests from within tunda

menta!r-,t lslarn spoke about borders and 

tJouncL-J• :es, a toprc explored in depth in his 

most rec;on! work. Step Across This Line, d col-

lection of Durrnq l1rs visit. the author 

also vrsitecl an honors sernrnar. "Book 

Drscussrons: Salman l:;:uslldie.' tauqht by 

Madhurima Chakraborty. 
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uate education, however, in order to complete 
a professional internship in Asia for the 
2006-07 year as a recipient of another pres
tigious award, the Henry Luce Foundation 
Scholarship. 

Walla, who interned with the State Department 
in Rome, is interested in developing creative 
solutions to entrenched conflicts. For his 
summa thesis, he is researching how water 
scarcity in the Middle East perpetuates the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and how increas
ing its supply could reinvigorate negotiations. 
In those rare moments when he's not buried 
in projects, Walla immerses himself in JiuJitsu, 
snowboarding, and traveling. 

Political science professor Martin Sampson 
has high praise for Walla. "For many years, I 
have thought the United States needs to find 
subtle ways to change the atmospherics of the 
Israeli-Palestinian dispute without relying on 
face-to-face negotiations or changes in lead
ership on either side," Sampson says. "Joseph 
Walla has found such an idea, one that had 
never occurred to me. I cannot recall being as 
fascinated by a student's original idea on a very 
complex policy issue as I am by [his proposal 
for the Truman Scholarship)." 

Seven University of Minnesota-Twin Cities stu
dents have been awarded Truman Scholarships 
since 2000; 19 have won since the scholarship 
was established by an act of Congress in 1975. 



_N_atable alumni/ae 

Class of '83 (B.A., international relations), '93 (public affairs) 

I stood in front of Coffman Union, snowball 
in hand. It was late 1980, and a crowd of agi
tated onlookers was gathering at a pro-Aya
tollah Khomeini demonstration. When Iran
ian students began chanting anti-U.S. slogans, 
the snowballs began to fly. 

With self-restraint rooted more in intel
lect than feeling, I held onto mine. I like to 
believe that another student from a genera
tion earlier helped me make that sage deci-

sion. That student was my father, L. Bruce 
Lalngen, a 1949 CLA alum and the senior 
diplomat held hostage at the U.S. Embassy in 
Iran from November 1979 to January 1981. 

As a freshman in the Navy ROTC pro
gram, I thought I needed a degree in aero
space engineering to become an aviator. After 
a miserable first year in the Institute of Tech
nology, a lieutenant informed me that the 
Navy took pilots from all fields, "even from 
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liberal arts." Inspired by that news and by 
events in Iran, I switched my major to inter
national relations. 

My first year and a half at the U was more 
about the hostage crisis than about academics, 
which were sometimes a distraction, some
times an escape. Through my history and 
political theory classes, however, I found a 
connection to my own upbringing, as well as 
a calling. Though there was an inordinate 



Notable alumni/ae 

focus on the failures of global relation
ships, a strange sense of logic emerged 
from it-that failure was a part of les
sons learned, of warnings to heed for the 
future. I began to feel better about where 
the world was headed, and eventually 
realized that tragic events like the Iran 
hostage crisis are to be endured, studied, 
and learned from. 

I like to believe that my father's strong 
character and unfailing optimism, estab
lished by his Minnesota farm roots, were 

• l' d 
I 
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reinforced during his time in CLA-and 
that I have benefited from his lifelong 
example as a patient diplomat and an 
even more patient father. I feel blessed 
to have continued his legacy at the U. 

Laingen, a retired Navy commander, is 
communications director of Minnesota 
Wire & Cable Co. and director of the 
Defense Alliance of Minnesota. He was a 
U.S. Navy Moreau Scholar in the Ph.D. 
program at Tufts University's Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy. 

~ _,. -~ :: -~- ~-- L. .t ~., ,., H A M p L Class of '68 (English) 

In 1964, when I started as a freshman in CLA, 
the drive from our bungalow in St. Paul to the 
East Bank campus took my brother and me 
along Summit Avenue's cathedral vault of old 
elm trees to the great sash of the River Road 
that unfurled itself all the way to the U niver
sity. Deep below in its gorge, the Mississippi 
glittered toward the still-humble skyline of 
downtown Minneapolis that presented itself 

as an improbable silver mirage. There 
was no freeway yet, just this leafy trans
lation from St. Paul's little streets to
well, where did I think we were going 
every morning? Certainly not just to 
Minneapolis. 

From the first moment, the Uni
versity for me was crammed with pos
sibility, as resonant and messy as my 
entirely invented but absolutely 
thrilling idea of New York. Everyone 
had warned me that you could get lost 
there, that the campus was unfriendly 
and impersonal and pushy, and there 
was nowhere to eat your lunch. This 
sounded terrific: I wanted to get lost in 
something big. I was glad CLA, my col
lege, was the biggest college of them 
all. I was after the big city, the big time, 
the big chance to be serious about life 
and work. 

The University did not fail me. It 
became, and in some way has remained, 
my Manhattan, the magical city of 

endeavor and possibility, a parallel universe 
that is not imaginary but where the imagina
tion has property rights. I started as a music 
major, but before I finally graduated in Eng
lish, I managed to tool my way through more 
CLA majors than is probably legal. (Besides 
anthropology and political science, there was 
a stint in Russian history, and how could I for
get that passionate commitment-for one 
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term-to French before my fickle heart 
switched-again for a single term-to Ger
man.) It was the world I was plowing through, 
of course, and the college gladly presented it 
to me, as only great cities in all their variety 
cando. 

I also worked on the student paper, and one 
day in Coffman Union I watched with a kind 
of awe as an English professor I knew of (but 
who did not know me) ate an apple while he 
read a piece with my byline on it: my first read
er. Such moments do not fade. They accu
mulate and form what finally becomes an edu
cation. And an identity: I'm a writer, I thought, 
as I watched the English professor munching 
and reading. I suppose at that moment I 
became myself-which is to say someone I'd 
never known before but have been trying to be 
ever since. I became my education. 

Hampl is a Regents Professor of English and 
acclaimed author of many books, poems, and 
stories-including the memoirs I Could Tell 
You Stories, a finalist for the 2000 National 
Book Critics Circle Award, and A Romantic 
Education, a New York Times Notable Book. 
Her awards include fellowships from the NEA 
and the MacArthur and Guggenheim founda
tions, and the Pushcart Pri1_e. Her most recent 
work, The Florist's Daughter, will be pub
lished by Harcourt in 2007. Besides her U of M 
degree, she has an M.F.A. in poetry from the 
University of Iowa Writers Workshop. 



E 
;;: 
0 

.3 
> 
.0 
0 

~ 
a. 

Rebecca B Ian k Class of '76 (economics), 
summa cum laude 

My most intense memory of my years at the 
University of Minnesota is walking across the 
Washington Avenue Bridge two times a day 
(actually, running across the bridge, given how 
long it took to get from the East Bank to the 
West Bank) between back-to-hack classes on 
1 0-degrees-below-zero days. 

I don't have a single moment-in-time mem
ory that encapsulates my years in CLA. What 
I do have is a feeling about the place that comes 
back to me when I close my eyes and think 
"college." It 's a feeling of finding an intel
lectual home, of recognizing what I could be 
and could do with my life. 

I felt it during a class on Shakespeare, when 
I was furiously taking notes in the middle of 
my first semester and looked up at the teacher, 
who was enthusiastically explaining a nuance 
of the text, and I thought, "This guy makes 
his living by thinking about things like this. 
This is Jun." 

I felt it again and again in my economics 
classes (where I majored) when I handed in 

an assignment or took an exam and 
thought, "This is interesting. I can do this. 
And it's fun." And I felt it in a class on cal
culus when I suddenly "saw" a pattern and 
a technique that was being explained and 
thought, "I've got it! This is fun." I had 
never before been in a world where the 
teacher in almost every class challenged me 
to think and enjoyed it enormously when 
I showed him or her that I could. The U 
taught me how to think-to really think, 
even when it was hard work-and to take 
pleasure in that work. 

Those running-across-the-bridge mem
ories aren't primarily about the cold or the 
heavy boots or the squeaky snow. They're 
about my mind racing ahead to the next 
class. At the U of M I found a love of learn
ing that I hope never to lose. 

Blank is dean of the Gerald R. Ford School of 
P ublic Policy at the University of Michigan. 
She is also Henry Carter Adams Collegiate Pro
fessor of Public Policy, professor of economics, 

In March 1988, I was contemplating mov
ing from Seattle to study counseling psy-

chology at the University of Minnesota. I 
had been accepted into the program and now 

CLA Today • Spring 2006 

18 

Photo by Bob Kalmbach 

and codirector of the National Poverty Center 
at the Ford School. Her books include It Takes A 
Nation: A New Agenda for Fighting Pover
ty, The New World of Welfare, and Is the 
Market Moral? 

sat in the office of Rene Dawis, professor 
of counseling psychology. 

I shared with Rene my philosophy at the 
time: that life could be conceptualized as a 
circle. When you complete one circle, you 
expand to an even greater one. I explained to 
Rene that I had recently completed a circle 
by fulfilling my career aspirations at 
Microsoft, a circle begun ten years earlier 
when I graduated from the Harvard Busi
ness School. Thanks to Microsoft's success 
(and the stock options bestowed upon me 
during my five years there), I could retire 
from business and embark upon graduate 
studies in psychology. This would prepare 
me for a broader mission: expanding my cir
cle by using my skills and talents to more 
directly benefit society. 

Yes, you can look at life as a circle, Rene 
said, but he preferred a spiral. His hands 
traced a helix, each coil moving to a higher 



level. I had been thinking in two dimensions; 
Rene helped me see a third. 

This metaphorical expansion represents 
the unique place of the College of Liberal 
Arts at the U of M. It's been nearly 20 years 
since I became associated with CLA, and over 
that time I've had the privilege of studying a 
variety of disciplines: psychology, creative 
writing, jazz, biblical law, history, and phi
losophy. Each experience has added perches 
from which I view the physical and spiritual 

universe. Each experience has expanded my 
dimensions of understanding. 

Recently, Rene (now professor emeritus) 
and I attended a dinner celebrating our selec
tion as distinguished CLA alumni. My teacher 
and I had advanced another rung in life's spi
ral. I thought back to the time I would have 
perceived the accomplishment as a flat circle 
without the perspective to look down on my 
life as it had been before. How limiting that 
would have been. 

0 h n Class of '03 (Asian lanquaqes 
and literatures) 

MUNSON 
As a third-generation Gopher, I thought 
hard about how to tell this story of my U ni
versity experience. Should I talk about the 
photos of Grandpa on the steps of Northrop 
in his marching band uniform? Should I talk 
about Dad giving up the family farm to get 
a degree in soil science so he could have a 
greater impact on the Midwest's agricultur
al practices? Should I talk about how Mom 
is still active in her musical sorority? 

Should I mention that my brother taught 
in the German Department and that my sis
ter is an alum too? Those connections def
initely drew me toward the U, but my friend
ships there shaped me as much as family and 
education did. 

One such friendship began in 1982 in my 
room at Pioneer Hall. I was blasting my 
favorite band on the stereo when this guy I 
had pegged as a milquetoast came knock
ing. "Is that The Gang of Four?" Jeff asked. 
Our instantaneous friendship has lasted 
across oceans and time, punctuated by trips 
to Minnesota's Boundary Waters, holidays 
in London and Brooklyn, and long-distance 
calls during Gopher basketball games. 

Another friendship began in my fresh
man composition class. A guy walked in with 
a scrappy beard, a tattered Levi's jacket, and 
a whole lot of attitude. We tried to outdo 
each other during class with outrageous com
mentary, much to our own amusement. Mike 
and I met up after class. He and Jeff and I 
took a slew of classes together, and became 
pretty inseparable at the U and beyond. 

Coming back to the U of M in 
2002 to finish my degree (in Asian 
languages and literatures) after a 
longer than usual period of dropping 
out, I couldn't hope to find simpatico 
mates among the students. I did, how
ever, find them among the faculty
most notably Joe Allen, who oversaw 
my artist's residency and urged me to 
take a creative approach. His rich 
intellect and enthusiasm made my 
final burst to the B.A. more fun than 
any of my previous stints at the U. 

And now, those professors that 
had seemed an eccentric, impenetra
ble old clique back in the eighties sud
denly seemed more like peers. Time 
will tell if these new friendships will 
last as long as others I formed at the 
U. I hope so. 

Munson is a professional musician, com
poser, and producer living in Min
neapolis. He has been a band member of 
Semisonic, Trip Shakespeare, and most 
recently, the New Standards. Munson 
received his B.A. in Asian languages 
and literatures in 2003 and recently 
returned from The Taipei Artist Vil
lage in Taipei, Taiwan as part of a cultural 
exchange. "Put creative people from all over 
the globe in the midst of a vibrant cosmopoli
tan city and good things are bound to happen. 
For me they did, "says Munson, to whom Allen 
refers as "our rock and roll B.A." 
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Snyder is managing director of Snyder]azt 
Consulting in Orono, Minnesota, and teaches 
business ethics in the U's Carlson School of 
Management. Cofounder and CEO of Net Per
ceptions, Snyder is the recipient of the World 
Technology Award, which is bestowed to "those 
global leaders who most conm"bute to the advance 
of emerging technologies for the benefit of busi
ness and society.'' 

Photo by Leo Kim 



JENNIFER Delton Class of '89 (American 
studies) 

My boyfriend's grandmother, Mimi, reg
istered me at the University of Minneso
ta. She could not stand the fact that her 
grandson was dating a woman who was not 
going to college. Since I wasn't really doing 
anything (hence the problem), and since I 
had some money saved, I went. There was 
never any "aha" moment of enlighten
ment, no scales lifted from my eyes. 
Instead, I just slid into the U as if it were 
the most natural thing in the world. This 
was where I belonged. 

I earned my degree in American stud
ies, and I now teach at a small liberal arts 
college in upstate New York. My students 
get an excellent education. But they don't 
get what I got from CLA. They don't get 
the teeming cosmopolitan campus alive 
with possibility, self-reliance, and ambi
tion. They don't get to submerge them
selves in that strange mix of striving immi
grants, sophisticated hipsters, laid-off 
workers, foreign students, honor students, 
single moms, frat boys, farm kids, athletes, 
artists, Trotskyists, Pan-Africanists, and 
small-town heroes. They don't get that real, 
organic diversity that encompasses so much 

Photo by Emma Dodge Hanson 

more than mere race and ethnicity. They do 
get close, meaningful relationships with their 
professors, but then so did I. 

continued from page 21 (opposite) 

social psychology. During her long and pro
ductive career, she has published more than 21 
articles (with several more under construc
tion), including her pathbreak:ing 1951 article, 
"Women as a Minority Group," and her 
"opening salvo" in men's studies, "The New 
Burdens of Masculinity." Hacker's travels have 
taken her to six continents to lecture and do 
research on subjects ranging from gender
bending trouser roles in opera to the sociolo
gy of knowledge to same-sex and cross-sex 
friendship dyads. They also have brought her 
back many times to the Twin Cities, where she 
visits members of the birth family she tracked 
down several decades ago. 

Trying to pin down and define the moving 
object that is Hacker's mind is nigh unto impos
sible. Hacker's eclectic scholarly output "roams 

the sociological spectrum rather than mining 
one vein," she notes in her autobiographical 
essay "Slouching Toward Sociology" (Ann 
Goetting and Sarah Fenstermaker, ed., Jndi
Yidual Voices, CollectiYe Visions: Fifty Years of 
Women in Sociology, Temple University Press, 
1995). Ditto her life interests, which range from 
Baroque opera to feminist epistemology. 

"I'm protean," she says, her eyes gleaming 
with challenge. "You'll never capture that." 
But at least one thing is sure: Hacker has devot
ed her life to causes she believes in-and now, 
her bequest to the University-her "modest 
contribution" -ensures that her commitment 
to social justice and to higher education will 
live on as a fellowship endowment for gradu
ate students who share that commitment. 
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I have stories about the 16A bus, apartheid 
protests, the 400 Bar, and arguing with peo
ple who called themselves Buddhists. But 
those are just stories. The most important 
things I took away from CLA were the ques
tions my professors posed, and with which I 
still struggle: Can capitalism ever be just? Is 
race different from ethnicity? Was there an 
opportunity for real democracy in the 1930s? 
Is consensus a mask for tyranny? I have dif
ferent answers now than I did 16 years ago. 
But those are still the right questions. 

Jennifer Delton is an associate professor and 
chair of the history department at Skidmore 
College in Saratoga Springs, New York, where 
she teaches classes on race, politics, and foreign 
policy in American history. Besides her B.A. 
from the U of M, she holds a Ph.D. in history 
from Princeton UniYersity ('97) . She is the 
author of Making Minnesota Liberal: Civil 
Rights and the Transformation of the Demo
cratic Party, and is currently writing a hook 
ahout corporate efforts to integrate American 
worlcplaces in the 1940s-1960s. 

Despite all evidence to the contrary, Hack
er insists that she is not a risk -taker. "Intellec
tual honesty has always been my lodestar," she 
says. "I like to think of myself as a free thinker 
for whom no idea is too outrageous to be con
sidered." She also is emphatically not a "do
gooder," she maintains, dismissing with a wave 
the suggestion that an uncommonly generous 
heart beats beneath that feisty exterior. She 
simply set out to "shake the world from its 
underpinnings," she says. "I've had a great 
time throwing my weight around." 

The world may still be turning on its axis, 
but the indomitable Hacker has made it wob
ble a bit. And behind the twinkle in her eye is 
an invitation to wrestle--and to join her in the 
paid seats at the opera. • 



hy Eugenia Smith 

Rebel with a 
CAUSE 

A s a student in the 1930s, Helen Meyer 
Hacker would sneak into Northrop 
Auditorium and hide under a back 

row seat during recording sessions to listen to 
the Minneapolis Symphony (conducted by 
Eugene Ormandy) in live surround sound. She 
couldn't afford even the cheap seats for the 
evening performances. Today, this self
described rebel enjoys the music she loves from 
cushier seats at Lincoln Center in New York 
City, where she lives in a nearby apartment. 

Following Hacker's death at age 120 (her 
best guess), that apartment-which she pur
chased in 1993-will belong to the University 
of Minnesota, which will use proceeds from its 
sale to support fellowships for sociology stu
dents completing dissertations with a feminist 
bent. No, she's not wealthy, she says, just the 
beneficiary of "unearned increment" -soar
ing property values. 

"I moved to the Upper West Side from a 
middle income housing project on the Lower 
East Side," says Hacker, "so you can say I 
moved up both geographically and socially, 
from a view of the East River to a view of the 
Hudson. It's ironic that an old socialist should 
profit from capitalism, but so did Engels." 

The bequest is an expression of Hacker's 
deep commitment to higher education as an 
avenue to the kind of enlightened understand
ing that she hopes will make the world a more 
humane place. "I want to smooth the path for 
feminist scholars by enabling them to work full 
time on their dissertations," says Hacker, 
adding that she was denied that opportunity; 
her dissertation was 20 years in the making. Her 
late start withstanding, Hacker has held facul
ty positions at Hunter College, Hofstra Uni
versity, and Adelphi University, where she was 
a professor of sociology until her retirement 
in 1984, when she began teaching at the New 
School for Social Research in New York. 

Listening to this diminutive but intellectu
ally formidable 89-year-old "gadfly" (her 
word) tell her story--complete with uncanni
ly sharp details and vivid gestural flourishes-
you really do believe that she not only will live 
another 30 years but also will continue lectur
ing, traveling, and writing as she does now, with 
uncommon gusto. Hacker has spent a lifetime 

as a scholar and 
champion of "un
popular causes and 
outsiders." Her pio
neering research in 
the sociology of 
gender and her 
advocacy on behalf 
of people relegated 
to the margins of 
society "through no 
fault of their own" 
has made her a 
thorn in many a 
thick hide over the 
decades, and a 
champion to people 
sidelined in the race Photo by Leo Kim 

to the good life. 

Taking the high road 
Hacker's commitment to social justice was a 
kind of birthright. Hacker was adopted as an 
infant from a "desperately poor" family of nine 
children into a Jewish family teetering on the 
economic edge-at a time when being adopt
ed and a Jew was a double whammy. Doted on 
by loving adoptive parents, she nonetheless 
longed for siblings and felt oddly unmoored. 

Accompanying her "amateur Lady Boun
tiful" mother on consciousness-raising chari
table visits to Minneapolis's North Side, the 
young Hacker learned to hate "the smell of 
poverty and oppression" that engulfed the poor 
and disenfranchised immigrant families she 
saw. And not surprisingly, she made no secret 
of her outrage. A caption beneath a girlhood 
photo in the family album reads, "Helen: for 
social justice." 

Hacker was driven not only by her sense of 
grievance against systems of social injustice 
but also by a brilliant, free-ranging, and impa
tient mind that was "keen on spotting flaws in 
logic" -aided by an intellectual obstinacy that 
took "no" as an invitation to debate. She spent 
her girlhood steeped in books (she read Freud 
at age 10). But she credits the University of 
Minnesota for her true "intellectual awaken
ing," recalling a place where "even the most 
outrageous ideas" were given a respectful hear-
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ing by professors whose 
names she can still rattle 
off with perfect recall. It 
was at the U that the girl 
who had always "felt out 
of sync" with the con
ventional world and with 
her high school class
mates first discovered 
what she now calls "that 
happy feeling." 

When her parents 
moved to Chicago, Hack
er reluctantly left the 
University to follow 
them-and enrolled as a 
junior at the University 
of Chicago, where she 

majored in economics "to find out whether 
Marx was right." (Marx, she discovered, was 
"a better sociologist than economist.") As a 
student, she held a series of jobs, including one 
sewing skirts in a factory. Her labor sympathies 
piqued, she set her cap on organizing for the 
International Lady Garment Workers Union 
but had to put those ambitions on hold when 
she was fired-"! wasn't good at piece work," 
she grins. Meanwhile, she became active in the 
Workers Defense League and (on the morn
ing of her final exams) joined the picket line 
during a strike of the Cap Makers Union. 

Slouching toward the scholarly life 
In 1937, armed with her A.B. in economics and 
social sciences, Hacker moved "in search of the 
Bohemian life" to New York's Greenwich Vil
lage, where she eventually landed a job with 
The Advance, a publication of the Amalgamat
ed Clothing Workers, and "became a soapbox 
orator." From there, she went to Los Angeles, 
where she worked for the California State Relief 
Administration as a case aide , and then to 
Washington, D.C., where she became a junior 
economist in the Bureau of Commerce, work
ing on the 1940 U.S. Census. 

In 1941, a fellowship brought Hacker to 

Columbia University, where she earned her 
M.A. in intergroup relations and, eventually 
(following several teaching and market research 
detours), a Ph.D. in sociology with a minor in 

continued page 20 (opposite) 



Payin homage to faculty 

pays tribute to 
FRANKSORAUF 

My family moved from Nevada to Minneso
ta in my senior year of high school. I stayed in 
Reno to graduate, then headed to Minneapo
lis. Everything here was different- the warm, 
wet summer and the bitterly cold winter, the 
generosity of the people and their funny 
accents, the enormity of the cities and their 
rich variety. At the center of my new world 
was the University of Minnesota. Two 
decades later, it remains an anchor for me 
because of the people from whom I learned 
and with whom I became friends. One special 
professor stands out: Frank Sorauf. 

It was the spring of my sophomore year, 
and I was still finding my way. My interest in 
a legal career was on the wane while my enjoy
ment of economics, political science, and 
mathematics was growing. What I found most 
intriguing was figuring out how societies 
work- how a mass of people could come to 
a decision about laws, or how people buying 
goods in the market could together set prices. 

As I was dreading another summer of wait
ing tables, a wonderful opportunity present
ed itself: Frank Sorauf hired me as his research 

assistant. He was writing a book on cam
paign finance, and he needed someone 
to do computer work. The data he was 
collecting would help piece together the 
puzzle of the new world of political 
action committees. I could do for pay 
what I enjoyed doing during my classes. 

Frank kept me on beyond the sum
mer. I worked for him throughout my 
junior and senior years, learning the nuts 
and bolts of research. More important, 
I learned how to take the germ of an idea 
and pursue it to its fullest. This was my 
calling, I decided. The ideas I encoun
tered on that job and in my political sci
ence and economics major took hold and 
have not let go. A pleasant summer job 
became an invaluable mentoring rela
tionship and friendship, which has only grown 
over the past two decades. • 

Stephen Ansolabehere is the Elting R. Morison 
Professor of Political Science at MIT. He holds 
a B.A. in political science ('84) and a B.S. in 
economics ('84) from the U of M. Ansolabehere 
and his friend Wallace G. Hilke have invited 
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former classmates to contribute to a permanent 
endowment, the Frank .J. Sorauf Graduate 
Fellowship, in honor of their friend and mentor 
Frank Sorauf, Regents Professor Emeritus of 
Political Science. Rumor has it that Sorauf was 
the first dean to shake hands with liberal arts 
graduates at commencement ceremonies. 



REFLECTIONS ON PARTNERING WITH UNDERGRADUATES 

Undergraduate students made my schol
arly life possible. 

The first time I hired undergraduate 
research assistants (RAs) was in the mid-1960s 
for a study of litigation over the separation of 
church and state. Over the years, I relied on 
them as I juggled a variety of demanding 
roles-first, chairman of a growing political 
science department, then the Minneapolis 
mayor's appointee to the city's Library Board, 
and eventually, dean of CLA in 1973. I left the 
1eanship in 1978 to return to teaching and a 

' W research topic: the black hole of political 
science, campaign finance . It was with the help 
of RAs that I published three books and an 
ssortment of shorter pieces. 

So, why undergraduate rather than gradu
ate research assistants? First of all, I had taught 
courses in the department's honors program, 
and I saw a reservoir of talent there. I also sus
pected that being a RA would be a "bigger 
deal" for undergraduates and contribute more 
to their education. Also, the University's man
dated salary scale for an undergrad RA was 
lower than it was for graduate RAs, and my 
research support was modest at best. My hunch
es were right about undergraduate RAs; I 
would never have been able to publish those 
books and various articles without them. 

What did they do for their less than gener
ous stipends? The tasks reflected the research 
project of the moment and the skills of the RA, 
but virtually all of them managed my dealings 
with computers-preparing and entering data, 

performing various analytical routines, and 
overseeing the archiving of the data and the 
end products of the analysis. Virtually all of 
them also worked in the library, reporting on 
obscure articles, scanning indexes for articles 
I hadn't seen, and tracing down obscure facts. 

To some of them fell more distinctive tasks. 
About a half dozen of them did their part in 
making an index to a book. While publishers 
are correct that only the author can make a good 
index, it is also true that authors want help in 
making one. So, the RAs indexed every noun 
that began with a capital letter, and I indexed 
the text for subject categories. 

One RA also became a co-author of mine. 
When a gravely ill parent kept me commuting 
to Milwaukee in the summer, I knew I'd be 
unable to meet the deadline for a chapter I was 
writing for a book on political party finance . 
So, I worked out an outline of the chapter with 
my RA and asked him to draft a first version 
for me. The result was so good that substantial 
parts of it remained in the published version. 
And so Scott Wilson became my only RA co
author. 

Having undergrad RAs also brought anum
ber of more personal pleasures. I talked with 
them about their courses, what they were learn
ing, where their intellectual and cultural explo
rations led, what their plans were for the future. 
From them I learned about the University's 
undergraduate experience for the bright and 
motivated student. Some of my RAs have 
become distinguished scholars at other uni-
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versities; Steve Ansolabehere is one of them. 
Many more in the group are now successful 
practicing lawyers; Wally Hilke is one of those. 

For the undergraduate an RA-ship com
bines, almost uniquely, an opportunity to learn 
(but no credit!) while earning money right on 
campus. Moreover, the professor in charge has 
a strong interest in explaining the research 
problem, the logic of the inquiry, and the nature 
of the data to the RA. The more the RA under
stands, the better his or her attention to and 
accuracy in the work-and, indeed, the better 
and more vivid the educational experience. • 

Sorauf is Regents Professor Emeritus of Politi

cal Science and was CLA dean from 1973 to 1978. 
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Remembering a great steward of German-American relations 

Frank Hirschbach never 
forgot what it was like to 
come of age as a Jew in 
Nazi Germany. And per
haps because of this deeply 
felt connection to his field 
of study, Hirschbach's 
teachings were unforget
table, too. 

Before his death late last 
year, Hirschbach taught in 
the Department of Ger
man, Scandinavian, and 
Dutch (GSD) studies for Photo by Leo Kim 

nearly 50 years, serving as the department chair 
for five. His passion, as his students vividly 
recall, was for cross-cultural understanding
which he shared primarily through his teaching 
and study of East German literature. In a 2004 
interview in the GSD department magazine, 
Hirschbach recalls his early scholarly years: 
"We felt literature was a matter of life and death 
... in part because we did not see literature as 
inseparable from history and life." 

Life as Hirschbach experienced it was full 
of contradictions, the most extreme of which 
was his emigration from the country he loved 
when he was 17. "I still think if it had been up 

to me, I would have stayed. I had 
been very happy in Germany, 
had good friends." But luckily, 
Hirschbach and his Jewish fam
ily left just in time, before the 
worst of the persecution began. 

Hirschbach spent most of his 
life studying and teaching about 
Germany. His knowledge of the 
subject, made official with his 
Ph.D. in German from Yale 
University in 1952, was ground
ed in his own experience. Under 
his gentle and devoted guidance, 

generations of students came to a greater 
understanding of Germany and its complex 
relationship to the United States. As Liisa Ojala, 
a former student, recalls, "He was a wonder
ful conversationalist, a good listener, and a fine 
friend; his humanity was boundless." 

Hirschbach also built bridges between the 
countries through his avid support of study 
abroad. Over the years, he took 2,000 students 
overseas. It is this part of Hirschbach's legacy 
that will be carried on by the fund he endowed 
one year before his death. 

The Frank Hlrschbach Scholarship for 
Study Abroad In German-Speaking Coun· 

tries will allow future students to achieve the 
understanding he strived to convey. "It's an 
appropriate honor," says Ojala, for a man "who 
could bridge cultures and connect generations." 

For the full Hirschbach interview, go to 
www.chgs.umn.edu and click on "Histories, 
Narratives, Documents." 

CARVING OUT SPACE .for 
STUDENTS 

When former English department chair Kent Bales asked Bev Atkinson 
(M.A. '71, English) what she thought about the creation of a scholar

ship fund in her name, her initial response was "no way." 
An adviser in the Department of English for over 30 years, Atkinson insist

ed that the honor should go to someone else-to a faculty member, for instance. 
"I don't like that kind of attention," she explains. 

It's no wonder so many alumni have been eager to contribute to the Bever
ly Atkinson Scholarship Fund; her seemingly bred-in-the-bone humility is 
utterly beguiling. But behind Atkinson's quiet reserve is a woman of great con
viction and a surprisingly adventurous spirit. Atkinson-who recently climbed 
Mount Kilimanjaro with her husband, Steve-has climbed, if not built, her own 
departmental mountain from the ground up since completing her graduate pro
gram in English. She is the first and only person to occupy her position. The 
du~ of advising undergraduate English majors--helping them hone their focus, 
bramstorm careers, and fulfill all of their requirements--had previously gone 
to an intermittent stream of graduate students. And her position has become 
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increasingly vital to the department. 
When asked how she could sustain interest 

in the same position for so many years, Atkin
son responds, "It's never the same from year 
to year. There's a certain amount of same
ness-students who become English majors 
have an overarching love of literature, writ
ing, and culture-but each student's path is a 
bit different. And I enjoy finding that unique
ness." 

Atkinson's wholehearted dedication to her 
students has won her legions of fans. Amy Ala
mar '97 recalls, "With all of the work and pres-

sure of college, I faced a lot of challenges, and 
[she] supported me with kindness and good lis
tening." Ted Wright, Emeritus Regents Pro
fessor of English, says, "She has helped gen
erations of young people thread their way 
through the often complex sets of requirements 
we threw at them. She's always been the model 
adviser-patient, intelligent, understanding, 
resourceful, sincerely interested in helping." 

But the scholarship fund isn't just about hon
oring Atkinson's contributions over the years. 
It's also about addressing an issue she cares 
deeply about-access. The scholarship funds 

will be awarded to talented students who are 
juggling demanding jobs on top of full-time 
academic schedules. This type of scholarship, 
says Atkinson, "is very affirming of the talents 
that students have." Borrowing some words 
from Virginia Woolf, she adds, "It provides a 
sort of mental space of one's own." 

Michelle Vaillancourt '77, former advisee, 
applauds Atkinson's dedication to this issue, 
noting that "She appreciates that it's a difficult 
and energy-sapping task for students to attend 
college full time and work. The scholarship 
addresses this acute need." • 

BEYOND the byAndiMcDaniel 

Each time Bob 
Schultz intro
duces a new idea 

in class, he thinks about 
David Noble. And how 
could he not? Noble, the 
veteran American Stud
ies professor who has 
won practically every 
teaching honor there is, 
taught Schultz life
changing lessons about 
culture, history, and the 
complexities that under
lie them both. Now that 
Schultz is a teacher in his 
own right-a history professor at Illinois Wes
leyan University (IWU)-he can't help but 
draw on those lessons. 

"I push my undergraduates to make the 
kinds of intellectual connections that David 
expects his graduate students to make," says 
Schultz. "They don't always like to learn that 
they live in a cultural universe, that the ideas 
they have are often cultural assumptions." But 
as David Noble has insisted throughout his 
nearly 55 years of teaching, education isn't 
always comfortable. 

Bob's spouse, April Schultz, chair of the 
history department at IWU, recalls this 
"healthy discomfort" in her letter endorsing 
Noble for a Regents Professor Award. "I have 
never been able to shake the healthy skepti
cism I gained from David about historical 
'truths' and schools of thought," she explains. 

COMFORT ZONE 
"Although it's sometimes 
made my life difficult 
among my more tradi
tional colleagues, I 
wouldn't trade what I 
learned from David for 
all the comfort in the 
world." 

But it isn't just David 
Noble's exceptional 
teaching--or his hungry 
analytical mind and pro
lific scholarly career
that has enshrined him in 
the memories of so many 
students. Nan Ens tad, a 

former Noble student and associate professor 
of history at the University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, recalls Noble as "an iconoclast who 
refreshes the stalest academic environment. 
But his iconoclasm is warm and 
welcoming, woven of kindness 
and wry humor at the way 
things are." His classroom style, 
it seems, is crucial to the learn
ing process. 

"As a teacher," says Bob 
Schultz, "David's loose; he lets 
people talk and in the process 
figure out for themselves and for 
others what the hell it is they're 
talking about." 

In recognition of Noble's 
continuing impact on their lives, 
Nan Enstad and Bob and April 
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Schultz helped create The David Noble 
Research Graduate Fellowship, which will 
provide financial support to future Ph.D. stu
dents in American Studies. 

While Noble's former students surely recall 
many teachers whose lessons are with them 
still, supporting the Noble Fellowship isn't just 
about honoring his contributions. It's about 
offering those invaluable lessons to future stu
dents. As Bob Schultz explains, "If more peo
ple learned what David has to teach them, 
they'd be less inclined to try and impose their 
wills on others and on the world." 

"Perhaps this is why a fellowship honoring 
David is a great idea," Schultz goes on to say. 
With such support, he suggests, "The Univer
sity of Minnesota will produce self-reflecting, 
thoughtful citizens and leaders long after David 
has left this world." • 

Photo by Diana Walters 
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Spring came early to Minnesota this 
year, and the campus has greened up 
nicely. Of course, we seasoned Min
nesotans are skeptical-we've seen 
snowflakes in June! But today, the mall 
is alive with students in shirtsleeves. 

In CLA, the only subject of con
versation more common than the 
weather is what we call the "student 
experience." Every day I hear stories 
from alumni about the tremendous 
impact of our faculty and staff-the 

relationships that deeply touched their lives. And from alumni of a cer
tain generation, I hear some names over and over. 

A while back I received an e-mail from a self-described politically 
conservative alum who expressed his concern that education had lost 
its way-but then he said something very surprising. "Even as a stu
dent," he said, "I didn't agree with Mulford Q. Sibley, but he was a 
remarkable teacher with an impressive mind. He challenged me, helped 
me consider my arguments more carefully and thoughtfully, and treat
ed me with respect, in spite of his own thinking, which was clearly dif
ferent than mine." 

This generous tribute was a reminder that the free and open exchange 
of ideas is what education is all about. This alum viewed a professor 
whose politics were very different from his as an inspiration, not as an 
adversary. There's a lesson in this: We sometimes learn even more from 
those on the other side of the aisle than we do from kindred spirits. 

Mulford Sibley has lots of company in the pantheon of memorable 
faculty. There's David Noble, whose intellectual crowbar pried open 
many a young mind and who even "dressed the part" on occasion to 
remind students that the characters of history were real people. And 
there's Donald N. Fei'CJUSon, whose name on our beloved School of 
Music's Ferguson Hall speaks so eloquently of the lives he touched. 

Then there's .Josephine Lutz Rollins, one of the earliest women art 
teachers, who inspired many women to take brush in hand and who 
went on to create a booming arts colony on the shores of the St. Croix. 
And there's Tom Barnhart, who patiently mentored budding jour-
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nalists in the art of running a small town newspaper (remember keylin
ing and typesetting?). And Charles Backstrom, under whose expert 
guidance many a student learned the government ropes as interns in 
Washington, D.C., and at the state capitol in St. Paul. 

And there's the legendary Arthur Ballet. Maybe you were one of 
the thousands of students hoping to lighten your load with a fun "Intro 
to Theater" course, only to be challenged as never before and have 
your view of the theatrical stage be forever changed. 

Of course I could go on and on. Tens of thousands of CLA grads 
remember CLA professors whose teaching made that critical differ
ence that we're always hearing about. Of course we've all heard the 
occasional horror stories, many of which have grown fictional and 
often amusing embellishments over the years. There was the gruff pro
fessor who threw students out of class for talking; the ogre who flunked 
everyone on the first test; the crashing bore who put students to sleep; 
the oddball professor who leaned out an open first-floor window, fell 
into the bushes, walked off, and never returned .... 

These stories, too, have become campus legends. What campus 
doesn't have its cast of characters? But in all my years in CLA I have 
yet to meet a faculty member who wouldn't or couldn't make time for 
students, and who hasn't changed many lives for the better. And that's 
as it should be. 

In CLA, we believe in honoring our faculty. We often work close
ly with donors to create endowed scholarships or fellowships as a way 
of transforming their esteem for a great professor into gifts for stu
dents. These gifts send a powerful message: In the end, it's all about 
relationships--between faculty and students, and with the alumni and 
donors who honor and help perpetuate those relationships. 

Obviously, we haven't yet honored every great professor. But maybe 
you would like to honor someone who really made a difference in your 
life. As an added incentive to making a scholarship or fellowship gift, 
the two University matches continue--the President's "Promise of 
Tomorrow" scholarship match and the 21st Century Graduate Fel
lowship match. These programs will double the impact of your gift, 
matching dollar for dollar the interest generated by your endowment. 

If you would like to honor someone important to you with a gift for 
students, please contact me at hicks002@umn.edu or at 612-625-5541. 


