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Preserving today's assets for tomorrow's students 

I t's surely an exaggeration to say that geography 
is destiny. Still, it's generally understood that a 
sense of place generates a sense of identity and 

belonging-and helps bring people together around 
a common purpose. At the University, that common 
purpose is teaching and learning. 

That's one reason why we're so excited about com
pletion of the West Bank Arts Quarter in 2003, when 
the new Art Building will open its doors and all of 
CLA's arts programs will reside in a four-square-block 
area of campus. And that's why we're now focusing 
our energies on the Historic Humanities District, which 
will one day encompass all of the college's humanities 
programs-including English, cultural studies and 
comparative literature, and classical and Near Eastern 
stu~ies-and our language departments. 

As this issue of CLA Today goes to press, the fate of 
two of the district's historic buildings-Jones Hall and 
Nicholson Hall-hangs in the balance, and so does the 
future vitality of the programs that will serve students 
in those facilities. As part of its commitment to under
graduate education, as well as to historic prese.rvati?n 
and responsible stewardship of assets, the Umversity 
has made renovation of these buildings a priority for 
2002. If the Minnesota Legislature comes through, these 
aging and underused buildings-both on the N at~on
al Register of Historic Places-will be bro~ght mt.o 
the 21st century to create state-of-the-art learmng envi
ronments for our students. 

Some of you (or your great-grandparents) may 
remember Nicholson Hall from its better days, when 
it buzzed with activity-housing first the chemistry 
department, then a men's union, later the University 
bookstore, and still later, General College. That hub
bub is no more. In the early 1990s, this venerable build
ing, sagging and shopworn, faced possible demolition. 

The price tag for renovation, some said, was too 
high. Tear it down and build something new in its place. 
But others said the loss not only of a campus landmark 
but of a slice of University history was surely too high 
a price to pay. Fortunately, the preservationists won-:
aided by President Yudof, who came to the res.cue i.n 
1996, vowing at his inauguration to save ~e U mversi
ty's historic buildings. He has been making good on 
that promise ever since, with the h~lp of our ~lected 
representatives-witness Walter Library, which .has 
recently reopened following three years of restoration. 

Now, in 2002, we've asked the legislature to pass a 
bonding bill that will allow the renewal to continue. 
Meanwhile, Nicholson remains standing but is two
thirds empty, beleaguered by outdated systems, dete
riorating walls and foundation, a sagging roof, mold, 
and asbestos. Its last human inhabitants will clear out 
in June, leaving the building utterly vacant. This is a 
terrible, terrible waste of a valuable historic structure, 
especially on a campus where 
demand for teaching and learning 
space is so high. 

Of course space is just the half 
of it. For us to meet our students' 
needs and educate leaders for this 
century, we must have buildings 
designed to accommodate new 
technologies and new methods of 
teaching and learning across disci
plines. Renovation will not simply 
make the building habitable. It will 
create a vibrant, resource-rich cen
ter for undergraduate teaching and 
learning, attracting and serving stu
dents not only from the humanities 
but from all across the campus. 

This issue of CLA Today high-

lights some of the people and pro- Dean steven J. Rosen stone 
grams that will benefit from reno-
vation of Nicholson Hall- including the roughly 1,000 
students who take freshman seminars each year in CLA. 
The winners in this enterprise will be our undergrad
uates who will have 24 new technology-enhanced class
roorr:s; a Language Center with spacious, leading-ed~e 
facilities for language learning; an advising commum
ty for students; and a centrally located Student Writ
ing Center, which offers tutoring in writing for stu
dents in disciplines across the college. 

In nearby Jones Hall (built 1901), also slated for 
renewal there will be new teaching and learning spaces 
for the :oughly 7,000 student registrants each year i.n 
cultural studies and comparative literature and classi
cal and Near Eastern studies; a shared library; faculty 
offices and meeting spaces; and, of course, classrooms. 
Meanwhile, precious space in historic Folwell Hall will 
empty out, significantly easing crowdin~ for depart
ments remaining in that building-includmg our very 
popular language departments. 

continued on p age 14 
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I t's a gray Saturday afternoon in Febru
ary, and Dee Spilleth's only lament is 
that the threat of an incoming blizzard 

has prompted so many of her fellow sec
ond-language teachers to leave early from 
CLA's busy Language Center for their 
homes in greater Minnesota or Wisconsin 
or Iowa. 

Spilleth loves being with these people, talk
ing shop and using the U's resources to ere-

For College of Liberal Arts students, acquiring proficiency 

in a second language is not just a requirement. Thanks to 

committed staff and a superbly equipped Language Center, 

it can be a huge step toward understanding another culture. 

ate lessons for her students at Minneapolis's 
South High School, where she teaches French 
and chairs the world languages department. 
The teachers are here to learn more about 
incorporating technology into their curricu
la. And although this particular project has a 
tongue-twisting name-it's called Content 
Based Language Learning through Technol
ogy (CoBaLLT)-Spilleth describes it more 
simply. "It's a godsend," she says. 
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by Mary Shafer 

In her passion for her work, Spilleth is 
hardly unique among teachers of foreign lan
guage-at any level. From the second-grade 
Spanish immersion teacher to the multilin
gual U professor to the instructors and spe
cialists who teach the teachers-you will hear 
the same passion, indeed, almost urgency, 
about the importance of language education. 

Andrew Cohen is one of the most vocal. 
"If you know only one language, you're a 

prisoner, stuck in the tyranny of that one lan
guage," says Cohen, a professor of linguis
tics and English as a Second Language (ESL), 
who directs the U's Language Resource Cen
ter--one of nine such centers in the country 
with federal grants to study how language is 
acquired. 

"Learning another language frees you, 
broadens your mind, and enhances your cog
nitive flexibility. The more languages you 
know, the more doors open to you." 

Enter the Language Center 
Open those doors completely, linguists say, 
and the panorama today would reveal more 
than 5,000 spoken languages. The U offers 
about 45 of them, ranging from popular 
Western tongues like French, Spanish, and 
the four Scandinavian languages to less-often
studied languages like Ojibwe and classical 
Greek. 

Since the mid- 1980s, the College of Lib
eral Arts has required every undergraduate 
to demonstrate proficiency in a second lan
guage as a condition for graduation. And that 
means real fluency-not just accumulated 
classes or credits, but actual test-based com
petence in reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening. 

The requirement was already in place 
when Jenise Rowekamp arrived on campus 
nine years ago as a graduate student with a 
part-time position in the University's Lan-



guage Center. At the time, the Language 
Center wasn't much more than a corner in 
Folwell Hall where language faculty could 
check out audio and video equipment and 
seek instructional help from its faculty direc
tor, secretary, and two graduate students
all of whom were part-time. 

With her own passion for other cul
tures-she's taught English in a refugee 
camp in the Philippines-and a knack for 
program building, Rowekamp over the years 
has built a center that has married language 
instruction firmly to the exploding field of 
computer technology. 

Picking up space for a computer lab here 
and a technology library there, Rowekamp 
has created a network of media support ser
vices and a 30-person staff who serve a broad 
clientele of U faculty in CLA and elsewhere, 

students, staff, and K-12 teachers. Today, 
the Language Center has helped language 
education at the U become a whole new 
world, where cutting a CD-ROM, digitiz
ing a video, or designing a Web page are part 
of the everyday landscape. 

"Language teaching today is not about 

just learning touristy lan
guage," says Rowekamp. 
"It's about creating an 
aware, interactive student 
body, who have real abil
ity in another language." 

To get a sense of how 
this is done-and how 
technology helps it hap
pen at the U-watch Jan
neke Oosterhoff. An edu
cation specialist in Dutch, 
Oosterhoff spent two 
weeks last summer in her 
native Netherlands armed 
with a video camera. Back 
at the U, she has edited the 
video, imported a bit of 
background music to 
accompany the images, 
and turned it into a lesson 

Andrew Cohen and student at Addams Middle School Spanish Magnet 
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for the teaching assistants who attend one 
of her workshops. On their individual 
screens in the Language Center's computer 
lab, the teaching assistants watch a 58-sec
ond video of a Dutch shopkeeper as he pack
ages fish, whistles, and chats with customers. 

"Shop owners talk a lot like some teach
ers," Oosterhoff laughs. "Blurry." 

At the end of the video, students are 
directed to complete sentences-in 
Dutch-based on the virtual Netherlands 
trip they have just experienced. For the 
teaching assistants, it's an additional tool 
they can use in their classes. 

Education specialist Marlene Johnshoy 
has watched these graduate students over 
the years and knows what the Language 
Center has meant to them. 

"I hear from teaching assistants who go 
elsewhere. They rave about this place," says 
Johnshoy, whose own master's degree from 
the U is in Hispanic linguistics. "They say 
we have an actual technology center, where
as somewhere else they may have a com
puter. They just don't have the technology 
support where they are." 

For Diane Tedick, a professor in Second 
Languages and Cultures in the College of 
Education, the Language Center is "fabu
lous," a place where students seeking their 
initial teacher licensure can come to learn 
their specialty. "I've been fortunate to bring 
classes here to learn technical applications," 
Tedick says. "I help them understand peda
gogy and they learn the technical part here." 

As for Oosterhoff, the virtual trip to the 
fish market helps students understand what 



she believes about teaching languages. "It's 
another way of looking at the world," she 
says. "It's not just about language, but a 
world view, a way to think." 

The why of language 
It can be fairly easy to rhapsodize about the 
importance of learning a foreign language. 
In fact, the reasons can seem quite obvi
ous-from creating well-rounded resumes 
to broadening world perspectives. Scratch 
the surface, though, and the reasons seem to 
run deeper. Just ask Alice Hsu, whose own 
second language is English. 

Hsu is a freshman biochemistry major at 
the U. Born and raised in Taiwan for the first 
13 years of her life, she learned English as a 
second language to her native Chinese. 

"When I started learning English, it was 
something I had to do," Hsu says. "I was 
doing the routine type of learning: memo
rizing definitions, reading books, writing 
essays, and doing conversation practices. At 
the end of my first year in English, I barely 
passed the grade. 

"The principal of the school met with all 
the students who were on the borderline 
individually. He said he once struggled with 
English as well. One day when he was final
ly able to converse in English, he realized 
learning a foreign language is not translating 

the meaning of a word 
or a sentence, but learn
ing to think in that lan
guage and learn the 
logic of it. From that 
day onward, I started 
using an English-Eng
lish dictionary instead of 
the English-Chinese 
one. " 

Adds Hsu, "One lan
guage is Picasso, and 
another language is 
Mozart. They are differ
ent ways of expressing 
one's emotion. To 
understand someone 
from another culture 

fully, one must start with their language." 
Tom Jensen, a securities attorney whose 

master's degree is in German studies from 
the U, puts it this way: "In today's world, 
you absolutely need the perspective of step
ping outside your own culture, and the best 
way is to learn a language. 

"It's easy when you're only working in 
your native language to get comfortable with 
meanings. Learning a language takes you 
out of that. You take a breath, step back, and 
look at how words are used and how they fit 
together and how they work together." 

Jensen even believes it has helped him in 
his profession as a securities attorney, where 
he works with lengthy, complicated docu
ments and words with multiple layers of 
meaning. "I have a keen perception for how 
words are defined and put together. And that's 
of the utmost importance. If you get it wrong, 
you do your client a great disservice." 

But to get to the deeper benefits of lan
guage acquisition, Cohen believes every 
individual must take self-responsibility. 

"It's so crucial to be a proactive learner 
and not expect the course to do it for you," 
says Cohen, who knows II languages and 
"keeps up" with six. "If you expect the 
sources to do it, you'll be one more statistic 
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in the refrain of, 'Well, I studied three years, 
and don't remember a thing.' It's all about 
taking responsibility for lifelong learning." 

One of Cohen's concerns, though, is that 
not enough University students study 
abroad. 

"We have a very small percentage doing 
study abroad-about 5 percent-whereas 

in private schools it may be as high as 90 per
cent. It's not just an economic issue; we're 
pretty provincial. I haven't done a survey. 
This begs for empirical investigation." 

Going global-virtually 
In the meantime, the Language Center may 
be the closest thing some students have to 
an opportunity abroad- even if the expe
rience is virtual. Its benefits are lost on no 
one who has experienced it. 

"Computers are highly motivating for 
kids," says Denise Anderson, a third-grade 
teacher in a St. Paul Spanish immersion 
school, who is in the COBALLT program. 



"You take a little boy who loathes cursive writ
ing; he hates it. All of a sudden here's this 
computer-and he's jazzed. It's one more 
tool we can use to ignite a passion for learn
ing. And it stretches us as teachers. The U 
promotes language teaching through con
tent, not language analysis. Here, we get a 
mix of content, acquisition, and technology." 

Says Johnshoy, "The world is getting 
smaller and smaller. And we need to under
stand that world. Learning language is one 
step and this setup is part of it. And the Inter
net is part of it. We used to subscribe to a 
Mexican newspaper and get it in a few weeks. 
Now we can read it online. 

"To recognize how important it is to 
understand other cultures, you don't have to 
go any further than September 11." 

"A mind once stretched by a 
new Idea never nqalns 
Its orlqln•l dimensions." 

0/iyer Went.kll Holmu 



+ Mandarin Chinese is the most com
mon first language, being spoken 
by more than one billion people. 
English is a distant second with 
497,000,000+ speakers.-From the 
World Almanac 

+ "Back in 1960, 16 of every 100 U.S. 
college students enrolled in second 
language courses. By 1995, with a 
global economy in full swing and 
waves of new immigrants creating a 
substantially more diverse Ameri 
ca, fewer than 8 of 100 college stu
dents enrolled in second language 

Marlene Johnshoy helps a 
student at the Language 
Center. 
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courses."-Steven J . Rosenstone, 
"The Idea of a University" (2001) 
(Source: James Engel! and Antho
ny Dangerfield , " Forum: The Mar
ket-Model University: Humanities in 
the Age of Money." Harvard Maga
zine, May-June 1998.) 

+ Instruction in 45 languages is avai l
able at the University of Minnesota. 

+ CLA requires all students to demon
strate proficiency in a second lan
guage before graduating. 



"To have another 

language Is to possess 

a second soul." 

Charlemagne 

"Those who know nothing 

of foreign languages know 

nothing of their own." 

johann Wolfgang Von Goethe 



A 
by Joel Hoekstra 

Launched in 1998, CLA's 

freshman seminars have 

attracted a growing num

ber of students looking 

for smaller classes, feisty 

discussions, and one-on

one interactions with 

peers and professors. 

n the days following September 11, 
University freshman Andy Olson and his 
classmates found themselves-like many 
Americans-searching for answers to diffi
cult questions. 

But while other citizens found solace in 
reconnecting with family and friends or with 
their home communities, Olson and many 
of his classmates were living away from 
home for the first time in their lives. Parents, 
in many cases, were far away; friends had 
scattered to distant locales. These students 
were, in a sense, experiencing a kind of alien
ation in their new surroundings. 

One of Olson's teachers, psychology pro
fessor Richard Lee, had a special under
standing of his students' plight. Lee's sem
inar, "Aliens and the Alienated," was 
exploring the concept of alienation from a 
variety of angles, including the experience 
of social outcasts and illegal immigrants in 
mainstream society and, coincidentally, the 
formation of terrorist groups. So the Sep
tember 11 discussion was not only cathartic 
and supportive but also apropos. 

"It wasn't as if we were talking about 
these issues in a calculus class," says Olson. 

"We had been talking about alienation and 
terrorists and how terrorist groups form." 

Lee 's ability to engage his students' hearts 
and minds in learning owed as much to set
ting, perhaps, as to substance. Classes such 
as his provide first-year students with an 
uncommonly intimate educational experi
ence. Dozens of freshman seminars each 
semester- with class sizes of about 12 to 
18-allow students to sample broadly the 
fruits of the liberal arts curriculum and to 
study provocative subjects ranging from the 
Crusades to postmodern art, from Machi
avelli to Minnesota history. 

Negotiating a life transition 
Since their launch in 1998, the courses have 
given more than 4,000 students a solid foun
dation in academic and life skills-critical 
thinking, discussion and argument, research 
strategies, problem solving, and writing. 
They also have helped students navigate their 
new social world. 

The one-on-one interaction with profes
sors and classmates has proved attractive to 
skittish campus newcomers like My-Linh 
Pham, a first-year architecture student. "The 

CLA Tod•y • SprinQ 2002 

8 

University was very intimidating," she says, 
adding that her freshman seminar helped her 
adjust: it was, she says, "a good way to meet 
other freshmen." 



"[The seminar] helped me learn 

so much more about myself. I 

felt like my talents were not 

best suited for what I came to 

the U for. It allowed me to 

redirect." 

so;duJ!uorc /hulrcw lf~unugi. wlzo took 

""lnsid.: Hro,ult-c~.<rinp: n·cco" ll'itlr 
Joumali.<llr !'rof;'.<.<or JJ,m Suffr',·,m.fa/1 ]00!1 

Sophomore Andrew Wamugi, who took 
"Inside Broadcasting-WeCO" with jour
nalism professor Dan Sullivan, agrees. "This 
class allowed me to get to know other stu
dents. Even now, when I pass them on cam
pus, we know each other's names-it's not 
just 'Hey, what's-your-name!"' 

Meeting academic challenges 
Freshmen Erin Olson and Joel Brygger 
found the workload heftier than they expect
ed. Yet their instructor was always there for 
them, they say. Christopher Gregory, who 
took "Beyond the Orient" from Asian lan
guages and literatures professor Michael 
Molasky, notes that difficult material is much 
easier to learn when the professor is just on 
the other side of the table. 

Pham coped by plunging right in and 
learning how to use the library her first week 
on campus. She also hunkered down and 
endured in-class writing practice-which, 
she confesses, turned out to be "a good 

thing." But the highlight 
was her class project. "I felt 
pressure to produce some
thing that had substance 
rather than just fulfilled the 
requirements," she says. 

"I was pretty nervous 
during my presentation
! hardly remember what I 
said-but when it was 
over, I felt like all the 
research and work was 
worth it. 

"I put more effort into 
my project because I knew 
there was someone on the 
other end who really cared 
about the quality of my 
work and wanted me to 
succeed." 

Learning across disciplines 
Whatever the challenges, the benefits are 
manifold. For starters, there's the chance 
to tackle topics from a multidisciplinary 
perspective. Offerings have included 
courses on jazz, race, the Constitution, 
AIDS, poetry, language 
development, the Middle !! 
East, and happiness- ~ 
viewed through the ~ 
multiple lenses of political ~ :g 
science, economics, n. 

philosophy, psychology, 
literature, the arts, and 
cultural studies. 

History you can use 
Pham, Olson, and Brygger 
spent a semester learning 
about the culture, history, 
and topography of urban 
environments-including 
the University's own back 
yard-in an honors 
seminar, "A Sense of 
Where You Are: Story and 
Landscape in the Twin 
Cities," taught by visiting 
historian Patrick Nunnally. 

From their classroom in 
the Weisman Art Museum 
(overlooking what used to 
be Bohemian Flats on the West Bank of the 
Mississippi River), and especially through 
their field research, they learned to see in 
new ways an urban landscape they had 
taken for granted. 

Pham's final project- a proposal to 
commemorate St. Paul's Rondo 
neighborhood-revived in her 
imagination a community that was 
destroyed in the 1960s to make way for 
Interstate 94. She proposed a bridge that 
would "span the interstate and act as a 
physical and symbolic linking of the 
neighborhood, [incorporating] aspects of 
Rondo's history through an artistic 
representation of the community as well as 
interpretive markers." 

Brygger, an architecture major whose 
project on St. Paul's Italian community and 
the Upper Levee earned kudos from visiting 
state officials, appreciated the seminar's 
blend of sociology, history, design, and 
writing. "It's not just dates and names," he 
says. "It's the history of the places that 
surround you, history you can use." 
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Learning in small groups 
Whatever their subject matter, freshman 

seminars have at least one thing in common: 
small-group intimacy. Unlike more lecture
oriented classes, freshman seminars foster
indeed, require-lively interaction, both 

Patrick Nunnally with Erin Olson and Joel Brygger 

with professors and among classmates. In 
larger classes, says Olson, students often 
give one-sentence responses to questions. 
Not so in freshman seminars, which are far 
more interactive. 

Seminar professors can take students not 
only deep into academic subjects but also 
deep into their own belief systems, says Lee, 
who engaged his students in an intense, 



probing, sometimes very personal dialogue 
about their attitudes and about the realities 
of immigrants' lives in America. Honest dis
cussion might have been difficult in a less 
intimate setting, he says, but his students 
developed trust early on. One student admit
ted to his classmates that since September 11 
he is much more inclined toward racial pro
filing. It was a revelation, Lee posits, that 
probably would have never occurred in a 
larger class. 

"A freshman seminar was 

totally out of my major. But I 

wanted to learn about other 

thinqs as well. I wanted to learn 

more about Chinese culture." 

Ajll'<l Al>rcz-;id, cl natil-e o( .\lai<I\-Ila. who 

took ";\ fade in 'f(ziwun: Culture and 

Et/111 io-1\ " 11 it iljoc A lie 11 

Philosophy professor Valerie Tiberius
who taught a seminar titled "Happiness"
recalls a respectful discussion of stoicism 
elicited by a student's revelations about the 
deaths of her mother and sister. "Smaller 

Ed Foster 

groups of students tend to be more sensitive 
to each other," she says, adding that one of 
her roles as teacher is to steer the conversation 
from feelings to ideas and principles-to help 
students translate their emotional truths into 
intellectual insights. 

Ret hi nki ng pedagogy ~ IIII!IIII!III••••••••••••IJIII• 
For senior professors, who ! 
spend much of their time ~ 
teaching more advanced stu- o 

dents, freshman seminars can ~ 
be a refreshing change. Near
ly everything about the col
lege experience is new to 

freshmen, and that poses both 
opportunities and challenges. 

Says Ed Foster, chair of 
the economics department, 
who teaches a seminar on 
government: "I hadn't taught 
freshmen for a good many 
years up until this last year. 
But the last time I did it
probably 25 years ago-I 
thought it was fun. By the 
time undergraduates get to 
be juniors and seniors, you 
can stand up on a table and do 
somersaults and they'll 
sometimes just sit there look
ing bored. But freshmen 
seem to be a pretty lively and 
interesting bunch." 

Says Carol Urness of her 
freshman seminar on maps 
and mapmaking: "The stu
dents didn't have as much 
background as I expected. I 
wasn't accustomed to students who had 
never used a compass or didn't know what 
latitude we live in. But I enjoyed working 
with them because they were so eager to 
learn." 

Lee was so interested in teaching 
first-year students that he negotiat
ed such assignments as part of his 
faculty appointment. "I saw it as an 
opportunity to have a small class, get 
to know students, and also be able to 
teach a specialty topic that fit with my 
own research interests," he says. 
"You can't really do that when you 
teach larger courses, because you 
have to cover a broader domain." His 

~ course on alienation gibed with his 
~ longstanding personal and scholar

ly interest in cultural socialization. 
Next year, he plans to teach a course 
on "The Asian-American Experi
ence" -also a keen interest. 

Tiberius found that teaching the 
seminar kept her on her toes. More 
accustomed to a lecture-discussion 
format, she had to moderate free-
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form conversation, directing students toward 
important points but also adapting to the flow 
and speed of her students' own discoveries 
and observations. Happily, she also encoun
tered unexpected depth and wisdom in her 

Photo by Diana Watters 



students' reflections: "My 
initial assumption that [these 
students] didn't know any
thing about struggle and suf
fering proved false on more 
than one occasion," she says. 

"Sometimes class dis
cussions were very lively 
indeed! If they weren't, it 
was usually because I had a 
preconceived notion of 
how things ought to go that 
I was intent on imposing." 

Professors welcome the 
opportunity to incorporate 
materials and projects that 
might not fit into a standard 
survey course. Lee has his 
students watch Spike Lee's 
film "Do the Right Thing." 
In his class on government, 
Foster assigns readings 
from "Eat the Rich," by 
humorist P.J. O'Rourke. 

Political science profes
sor James Druckman, who 
will teach a fall seminar cen
tered on the 2002 congres
sional campaigns, plans to 
have his students conduct 
an exit poll on election day. 
"We will closely follow the 
campaigns," he says. "Stu

dents will explore something in-depth and 
also get a better sense of what political sci
ence is about. They will engage with the 
topic rather than passively learn." 

Last fall, Nunnally asked his class to 
develop proposals for historic Twin Cities 
landmarks, then invited government officials 
to evaluate the students' work. A consultant 
who has worked on many such projects, 
Nunnally encouraged his students to think 
about their projects as business proposals, 
requiring not only writing and drawings but 
also a class presentation. 

"I could have had them do a report," he 
says, "but that didn't give them much con
text as writers and speakers with important 
material to convey." 

In fact, it's those sorts of skills-how to 
make a presentation, how to form an argu
ment, how to write a clear sentence-that 
freshman seminar instructors are most keen " 

~ to impress upon their students. Facts and fig- ~ 
ures, concepts and rules, even subject mat- B 

~ 
ter-all are secondary to inspiring lifelong ~ 
curiosity and a thirst for learning. ~ 

"I don't care about content," Foster says 
of his aims in teaching freshman seminars. 
"I care about students being able to think 
analytically about the problems of society. 

"They might go away from my course 
thinking economics is awful or economics is 
neat, but what I'm really interested in is their 
coming away with the idea that important 
issues about society aren't just things we 
respond to emotionally. They're things we 
respond to through analysis. That's what I 
care about." 
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Dear Friends, 

As the new coordinator of alumni relations for CLA, I 
am delighted to be able to introduce myself and to share 
news of various activities and opportunities for alumni 
and friends. As a CLA alum myself, I'm enjoying the 
chance to learn more about my alma mater and to con
nect with many kindred Gophers. 

Each day, I'm reminded that above all else, CLA is 
defined by outstanding people-excellent teachers and 
scholars, students, staff, and alumni and friends. When 
you graduate, you are still very much a part of this 
CLA family, wherever you make your home. We have 
more than 90,000 living alumni-most of whom 
receive this magazine-and we want our relationships 
with all of you to continue. 

Through various activities and projects, CLA's 
Alumni Society seeks to nurture and strengthen those 
relationships. Here are a few examples: 

CLA's Alumni Mentor Program provides an oppor
tunity for direct and meaningful interaction between 
alumni and students. Alumni can offer advice and expe
riences to help students map out their career prospects. 
In return, students can share their stories about campus 
life. The resulting relationships offer ongoing learning 
and professional networking opportunities. 

Please let us know if you are interested in becoming a 
mentor or if you think you could help recruit mentors 
from your company. Check out the CLA Alumni Mentor 
Program online at: http: I I www.cla. umn.edu/ alumni. 

Through the CLA Alumni Society's Critical 
Dialogues, audiences are encouraged to partici
pate in discussions featuring relevant liberal arts 
subjects and the expertise of CLA's talented fac
ulty, students and alumni. I hope that you will 
join us on Aprill8 as a panel of creative artists, 
including award-winning writer and English 
professor Valerie Miner and multimedia artis_t 
and art professor Diana Katsiaficas, leads a dts
cussion of creativity "on the margins"-focus
ing on women's modes of creative expression. 

Want another way to connect with young 
people? Help us recruit the best and bright~st 
students to enroll in CLA. You can help by tden
tifying talented students in your community, 
hosting or attending recruitment events for 
prospective students and their parents, or hel_p
ing CLA connect with high schools and servtce 
groups to promote the college. Please help us 
spread the word about the important skills and 

interesting careers that spring from a 
CLA education. 

Or you can participate in the U niver
sity's Legislative Network. Each year, 
volunteers contact their legislators, attend hear
ings, and join rallies to support the University's 
legislative request. This year, thanks to 

widespread support, CLA is very likely to receive fund
ing to renovate two venerable buildings in the historic 
Humanities District: Nicholson Hall, to become an 
undergraduate learning center; and Jones Hall, to h_ouse 
classical and Near Eastern studies and cultural studtes 
and comparative literature. To learn how you can be 
part of future efforts, visit the Web site: 
http:/ I www l.umn.edu/ urelate/ govrell. 

If that's not enough to entice you, you can check out 
a number of other exciting happenings on campus. 
Take in a concert, play, or art exhibit in the West Bank 
Arts Quarter; attend a lecture, reading, or sporting 
event; or take a stroll through some of your old stomp
ing grounds or some of the U's new and improved 
facilities. Remember Walter Library? Well, it's been 
fully renovated, and it's simply gorgeous. (A few years 
from now, we'll be saying the same for Jones and 
Nicholson!) 

With over 14,500 students and 535 faculty represent
ing 30 departments and 70 majors, chances are very 
good that you will encounter some remarkable CLA 
people and accomplishments on your visit to campus. 

If you would like to learn more about the CLA 
Alumni Society or any CLA activities, please feel free 
to contact me at (612) 625-8837 or giorg003@umn.edu. 
I look forward to working with you! 

Erica Giorgi 
CLA coordinator of alumni relations 
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Faculty 

Marcia Eaton (philosophy) is this year's recipient of the 
CLA Dean's Medal. The Dean's Medal honors a member of 
the faculty who has been an exemplary teacher and schol
ar and has served the college and the community with high 
distinction. Prior dean's medalists have been Lydia 
Artymiw (music), Sara Evans (history), Elaine Tyler May 
(American studies), and Ed Prescott (economics). 

1-r: Andrew Cohen, Riv-EIIen Prell, Marcia Eaton, William Phillips, 
Judith Zaimont 

The 2002-2005 Scholars of the College are: William 
Phillips (history), Judith Zaimont (music), Riv·EIIen Prell 
(American studies), Andrew Cohen (linguistics/ESL/Siavic 
languages and literatures), and Helen Longino (philosophy 
and women's studies). Scholars of the College, who have 
achieved particular distinction as scholars/researchers, 
receive $5,000 a year for three years to support their 
research and scholarship. 

Three CLA faculty received the 2001-2002 Horace T. 
Morse-University of Minnesota Alumni Association 
Award for Outstanding Contributions to Undergraduate 
Education: Andrea Berlin (classical and Near Eastern stud
ies (CNES), Lary May (American studies), and August 
Nimtz, Jr. (political science). 

Three CLA faculty also received the 2001-2002 Award for 
Outstanding Contributions to Postbaccalaureate, 
Graduate, and Professional Education: Hazel Dicken· 
Garcia (journalism and mass communication), Mary Jo 
Maynes (history), and John L. Sullivan (political science). 

The following CLA faculty were recently named McKnight 
Summer Fellows: Catherine Choy (American studies), 
Gary Cohen (history), Susan Craddock (women's studies), 
Alberto Egea (Spanish & Portuguese studies), Glenda 
Maurice (music), Peter Mercer-Taylor (music), Valerie 
Miner (English), Hiromi Mizuno (history), Oliver Nicholson 
(CNES), Wayne Potratz (art), Gwendolyn Pough (women's 
studies), Kathryn Reyerson (history), Kathy S. Romey 
(music), William Schaefer (Asian languages and litera
tures), Philip Sellew (CNES), Joan Smith (theatre arts & 

dance), Hooi L. Soh (linguistics/ESL/Siavic languages and 
literatures), Madelon Sprengnether (English), Karen 
Taussig (anthropology), Eva Von·Dassow (CNES), and 
Barbara Weissberger (Spanish & Portuguese studies). 

Every year the University awards 10 McKnight Land-Grant 
Professorships to outstanding junior faculty. This year, 
five CLA faculty members received this honor. The winners 
include: James Druckman (political science), Robert 
Krueger (psychology), Valerie Tiberius (philosophy), 
David Treuer (English), and Haidee Wasson (cultural stud
ies and comparative literature). 

Edward Prescott, Regents' Professor of Economics, 
received the Erwin Plein Nemmers Prize in Economics 
from Northwestern University for his path breaking work on 
business cycles and economic fluctuations. The $125,000 
prize is awarded every other year to a scholar who has 
made major contributions to new knowledge or the devel
opment of significant new modes of analysis. Prescott is 
the fifth recipient of the prestigious prize, and the third 
with a strong Minnesota connection. Previous winners 
include Daniel McFadden (B.S. physics '57, Ph.D. econom
ics '62), also a recipient of the 2000 Nobel Prize for 
Economics; and Thomas Sargent, a longtime member of 
the economics faculty (now at Stanford). 

Dennis Valdes (Chicano studies) has been awarded the 
2002 National Association for Chicana and Chicano 
Studies Scholar Award in recognition of significant contri
butions to the field of Chicano Studies. 

Nora Paul, director of the Institute for New Media Studies 
in the School of Journalism and Mass Communication, has 
been named one of the Top 10 Wired Women in the 
world. Columnist Dianne Lynch, in "Wired Women's Top 
10," on ABCNews.com, describes Paul as "the guru of mak
ing connections-between ideas, between projects, 
between people." Go to: 
http:/ /abcnews.go.com/sections/scitech/WiredWomen/wire 
dwomen.html. 

Indira Y. Junghare, Institute of Linguistics and Asian and 
Slavic Languages and Literatures, received the University 
of Minnesota Outstanding Community Service Award for 
her contributions and commitment to preserving the her
itage and culture of the Indian and broader South Asian 
community and to bringing about positive long-term 
changes relating academic and nonacademic worlds. She 
has also cofounded the School of Indian Languages and 
Cultures and has established a women's group, "Shakti," 
whose aim is to help Asian-Indian women address personal 
issues and adjust to life in America. 

The Journal of Advertising, edited by School of Journalism 
& Mass Communication professor Ronald J. Faber, has won 
the prestigious Emerald Golden Page Award for the sec
ond consecutive year in the category of Readability and 
Research Implications. 

Tuulikki Sinks (German, Scandinavian & Dutch) and 
Michael Dennis Browne (English) received the 
Distinguished Teaching Award from the College of 
Continuing Education in recognition of their dedication to 
students and to their areas of study at the University. 

Awards, continued on page 14 
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Awards, continuedfrompage 13 

Michelle Mason (philosophy) has been named a Faculty 
Fellow In Ethics (2002·03) by the Harvard University 
Center for Ethics and the Professions for work on her pro· 
ject "Cultivating Character: Moral Virtue, Moral Trusteeship, 
and Responsibility for What One Is." 

Alex Rothman (psychology) was awarded the Distinguished 
Scientific Award for Early Career Contributions to 
Psychology from the Science Directorate of the American 
Psychological Association. 

Students 
David Simon (political science/Russian/global studies) was 
awarded the prestigious 2002 Truman Scholarship. 
Simon-who in his first year took a freshman seminar, 
"Students and the Constitut ion," from President Mark 
Yudof-plans to enter a joint graduate program combining a 
master's in international affa irs and a law degree. He has 
just returned from study abroad in Russia. He also served 
as an intern for the New York Times . 

Sociology graduate student Erik Larson was awarded a 
doctoral dissertation research grant f rom the National 
Science Foundation for his research on "Understanding 
the Proliferation of Stock Markets in a Global Economy." 

Talyon Coleman (English) was selected for a Loft Literary 
Center Mentor Series Award In Poetry for 2001-2002. 

Joshua Benson and Paige Lambrecht (journalism & mass 
communication) were award winners in the Hearst 
Journalism Awards Program's Television Broadcast News 
Feature Competition. 

Jason Reed (journalism/mass communication) has been 
named one of the 25 Most Promising Minority Advertising 
Students by the American Advertising Federation. Reed is 
the second SJMC student to receive this prestigious award. 

At this moment, we are optimistic. Legislators on both 
sides of the aisle are voicing their support for the U niver
sity's capital bonding request-including $24 million need
ed for renovation of 11 0-year-old Nicholson Hall. In these 
difficult economic times, many legislators are eager to sup
port capital bonding projects that will provide an immedi
ate economic stimulus by putting Minnesotans to work. 
Funding for such projects is understood to be an invest
ment in Minnesota's future. 

As we learned so vividly from our experiences with 
Ford and Murphy halls and the Art Building, the support of 
CLA faculty, students, and alumni is critical to our success. 
As our elected leaders grapple with difficult funding issues, 
a groundswell of public and University support can make 
an enormous difference. It has happened before, and it will 
happen again. 

Steven Rosenstone, Dean 

Four CLA Honors seniors have been awarded Katherine E. 
Sullivan Scholarships, a competitive award that enables 
outstanding University of Minnesota students to complete a 
fifth year of undergraduate study abroad. Jessica Fiala 
(individually designed major) will enroll in the highly selec· 
tive Wells College Study Program for the Arts in Paris, 
France. Melissa Kayongo (political science) will study 
Spanish language, cultural studies, and politics in Toledo, 
Spain. Jesse LeFebvre (history and Japanese) will com· 
plete a Buddhist Studies program in Kyoto, Japan, and an 
intensive Japanese language program at Nanzan University 
in Nagoya. Angela Veomett (music) will attend Regents 
College in London, where she will complete an internship at 
a nonprofit organization that promotes jazz, world , and 
contemporary music. 

Alumni/ae 
Elaine Tuttle Hansen (M.A. '72, English) was appointed sev· 
enth president of Bates College in Lewiston, ME. She is the 
first woman to lead Bates College since its founding in 1855. 

Betty Youngblood (M.A. '66, area studies; Ph.D. '70) is the 
first woman president of Lake Superior State University in 
Michigan. Youngblood, a Michigan native, is leaving her 
position as president of Western Oregon University in 
Monmouth, which she's held since 1995. 

Roger Nygard (speech communication '84) was recruited 
as supervising editor and sometime director of HBO's "The 
Mind of the Married Man." It has put him, he says, in the 
"awkward position" of being regarded as "some expert on 
men and their thought processes. I've gotten calls from ex· 
girlfriends, asking advice about their current boyfriends' 
state of mind." 

Nicholson Hall, 1890-

P.S. I invite you to walk the University's Heritage Trail in per
son or on the Web (http:/ /www.uservices.umn.edu/her
itage/index.htm), stopping by to visit the buildings in the 
H umanities District whose lives span more than 100 years of 
University history. Here, generations of students have studied 
everything from physics and calculus to languages and litera
ture, history and philosophy, art and music. 

In renovating these buildings, we are reaching into the Uni
versity's heritage, and into the lives of the people who have 
taught and learned in its classrooms and lecture halls, to pre

serve and renew its architectural, educational, and human lega
cy for generations to come. 
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Trading 
by Joel Hoekstra 

The aims of Wall Street and 
the goals of environmental
ists are rarely seen as one and 

the same. Short-term profits are pit
ted against long-term conservation. 
But economist Richard L. Sandor 
believes in the power of capital mar
kets to address environmental blights. 
Air pollution, global warming, deserti
fication, vanishing species-there's 
hardly a problem that good old cost-cut
ting, profit-making thinking can't solve. 

Take, for example, acid rain. "When's 
the last time you read about acid rain as 
a problem in the U.S.?" Sandor asks 
exhuming a subject that regularly mad~ 
headlines in the 1980s for its suspected 
role in causing lung disease, killing lakes, 
and licking paint off cars. But in 1990, 
Congress passed the Clean Air Act. As 
part of this aggressive move toward 
cleaning up sulfur-dioxide emissions, the 
major cause of acid rain, lawmakers authorized "emission 
allowances" trading at the Chicago Board of Trade. Sandor, wide
ly known as the father of interest-rate derivative markets and then 
a m~mber ~f the board, had dreamt up such trading as a way of 
yoking environmental and financial values. 

Emissions quid pro quo 
Emission-allowances trading gave companies that might have dif
ficulty reducing pollution levels the ability to buy" credits" from 
companies that could do it more easily. The theory went like this: 
Company A, a manufacturer with old plants and outdated tech
~ology, must spend, say, $100 for every "unit" of pollution reduc
tion, whereas Company B, a more agile company using new tech
nology, discovers it can reduce pollution at its facility by the same 
a~ount for $10. If both companies must reduce pollution by a 
umt each, the total cost for a two-unit reduction would be $110. But 
if the aim is overall reduction of two units, it could be done for 
as little as $20 total. How? In exchange for cash from Company A, 
Company B agrees to reduce its emissions by a two units rather 
than just one. Assuming Company B is willing to sell a uni: reduc
tion for less than$100, Company A has great economic incentive 
to buy such a "credit." 

Trading emission credits has proven an astonishing success 
Sandor says. "The Environmental Protection Agency says ther~ 
are a couple billion dollars of allowances traded each year in their 
registry, and we reckon that there's a similar amount of derivatives 
traded, which is not part of their registry. So the size of market is 

NCE 

one piece of evidence" of the program's success, he says. "The 
real significant evidence is that [sulfur-dioxide] emissions are well 
below where they were in 1990 and even below where they were 
targeted to be after the institution of the program." EPA estimates 
put the cost of the program at no more than $2 billion while the 
bene~ts_--in saved medical costs and other measures--:ange from 
$15 b1ll10n to $40 billion. "So the costs of the program have been 
:er:f ~U:all rela~ve to the benefits," Sandor says, adding that his crit
Ics Initially claimed that reductions would be minimal and costs 
too high. 

In some part, the program owes its existence to the Universi
ty of Minnesota, where Sandor received his Ph.D. in economics 
in 1967. "Those were the halcyon days of Walter Heller," San
dor says of his decision to move to the Twin Cities. The much-hal
lowed professor and adviser to Presidents Kennedy and Johnson 
had .added luster to the department's profile. "It had a good rep
utation for theory as well as public finance-and they were sub
jects that interested me," Sandor says. 

At Minnesota, Sandor also met classmate Jon Goldstein, Ph.D. 
'67. The two kept in touch after graduation, and in the 1980s, 
Goldstein, a senior economist with the Department of the Inte
rior, urged his old friend to apply to environmental problems his 
talents in creating new economic markets. (Sandor had already 
brought derivatives to the agricultural, insurance, and utilities 
sectors.) Rising to that challenge, Sandor saw that his "credit" 
ideas could be applied to a wide range of environmental prob-
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!ems. "As a student of research and development, I think we've only 
just begun," he says, noting that the same concepts can be applied to 
water usage, endangered species, and other matters. 

Today, Sandor has his eye on greenhouse gases. Last year, he 
helped found the Chicago Carbon Exchange, and he hopes trading 
will be up and running later this year or in early 2003. Among the 
major industry and nonprofit entities backing the concept are Ford 
Motor Company, International Paper, Mexico City, and the Nature 
Conservancy. And Sandor, chairman and chief executive of the Chica
go-based boutique trading firm Environmental Financial Products 
LLC, plans not only to watch trades, but to make them as well. As 
with sulfur-dioxide, he expects his firm will buy and sell hundreds of 
millions of dollars worth of allowances. 

And although the United States recently abandoned plans to sign 
the Kyoto Protocol, a treaty limiting production of greenhouse gases-
carbon among them-Sandor says many multinationals and Ameri
can companies remain interested in taking steps toward reducing 
greenhouse-gas pollution. "We seem to have found a latent demand for 
people to want to be involved," he says. "They're beginning to rec
ognize that their shareholders and consumers want them to have a 
sound environmental policy." 

Richard Sandor with his wife, Ellen, at Eastcliff, the home of President 
Yudof and Judy Yudof, where Sandor received the University's 

j j w hen CLA called, I went on a nostalgia trip," 
says Mary Seeger (B.A. '61 magna cum 
laude, German). Seeger, Dean of Acade

mic Resources and Special Programs at Grand Valley 
State University (GVSU) in Allendale , Mich., has 
much to be nostalgic about. From a job that she loves 
at a place that she loves, she can look back with 
immense pride on a well-spent life of learning, trav
el, teaching, and leadership in higher education. 

A prescient story in the May 7, 1961 Minneapolis 
Sunday Tribune features "tall, dark-haired" Mary Sue 
Anderson as one of the up-and-coming young women 
of her generation. A German major passionately inter
ested in the world around her, this future dean already 
had traveled to Germany as an AFS student and to 
Scotland on a Student Projects for Amity Among 
Nations scholarship. 

She was both studious and gregarious. And she 
was, for starters, vice president of the SLA (now CLA) 
Student Board, president of German Club and Mor
tar Board, representative to the Minnesota Student 

Alumni Achievement Award. 

Association, and member of the Senate Committee 
on Student Affairs. 

"I don't have to be top," Seeger insisted in 1961. 
And yet she not only has risen to the top of her pro
fession but also, as an outspoken advocate for gender 
equity in higher education, has taken others along. 
Her multiple leadership positions at G VS U have 
allowed her to "agitate" for issues she cares about. 

In the '90s, Seeger headed a large-scale G VS U 
women's climate study that not only increased aware
ness of women's issues at GVSU but also generated 
significant institutional change and earned her a nation
al reputation-and an invitation to Sweden- as an 
expert on equity issues. In recognition of her leader
ship, in March 2000 she received the Progress in Equi
ty Award from the Legal Advocacy Fund of the Amer
ican Association of University Women. 

Seeger never set out to be a dean, but as a young 
woman in the 1950s, she set her sights high. When she 
graduated from Mahtomedi High School, she was keen 
on Vassar, but her parents were not-and so, along 
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with her sisters, she followed her mother 
and father, two uncles, and "lots of cousins" 
to the University of Minnesota. 

Today a self-described "language nut," 
Seeger plunged into Ger-

CLA, says Seeger, "was a great place" 
for her, with "challenging instruction and 
supportive faculty" -like Weiss and col
league Frank Hirschhach- whose exam-

ple and gentle urging 
man early on, under the 
wing of favorite profes
sor Gerhard Weiss, whom 
she still considers a friend. 
Weiss "assumed that I 
could do anything, learn 
anything, he anything," 
she says. And it appears 
that he was right-with 

"One doesn't really know 

one's own lanquaqe unless 

one knows another. [learn

ing another lanquaqe and 

another culture] helps 

remove cultural blinders." 

would redirect her life. 
Indeed, by the time she 
left for the University 
of Wisconsin-Madi
son as a Woodrow 
Wilson Fellow to earn 
a Ph.D. in Germanic 
philology, she knew 

one possible exception. 
An accomplished pianist who also played 
the baritone horn, Seeger says she "prac
ticed scales and arpeggios for months," hop
ing to join the U of M marching hand. 
Luckily, she could also sing. Barred from 
joining the all-male hand, she was unde
terred: she joined the University Chorus 
instead. 

she would dedicate her 
life to higher educa

tion. Little did she know, however, that a 
few years later she would end up in the mid
dle of a Michigan cornfield at a campus that, 
when she arrived with her husband, Wil
helm-also a professor of German-was 
"barely more than a model on a card table." 

When the Seegers learned that a 
friend-G VS U's first president-had start-
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ed "his own college," they just couldn't 
resist. In retrospect, says Seeger, they were 
"pretty nai:ve" to take such a step; but they 
were "captivated by the idea of something 
new and small that [they] could help build." 
And build they did. Soon, other faculty fol
lowed, and so did students, by the thou
sands. Today, GVSU is the fastest-grow
ing higher education institution in 
Michigan, with a mostly undergraduate stu
dent body of roughly 20,000. 

As dean, Seeger oversees the honors 
program, freshman studies, and a host of 
other programs-hut not from a distance. 
She is deeply involved in the academic lives 
of students. "Working with undergradu
ates is the joy of my life," she says. 

The feeling, apparently, is mutual. For
mer students have honored both Seegers by 
endowing a scholarship in their name that 
now funds seven students per year. And 
GVSU's crew team named a racing shell 
after the couple. In 1996, Seeger was named 

an Outstanding Freshman Advocate 
by the National Resource Center for 
the Freshman Year Experience and 
Houghton Mifflin--one of the hon
ors she is most proud of. 

Fluent in both German and 
Swedish, Seeger is passionate about 
language education and regularly 
teaches German and linguistics. "One 
doesn't really know one's own lan
guage unless one knows another," she 
says, adding that learning another lan
guage and another culture "helps 
remove cultural blinders." She also 
teaches (and voraciously reads) detec
tive fiction. She believes that solving 
mysteries teaches students how to 
think critically, not just about who
dunits hut about larger issues. 

Besides, she says, there's nothing 
better than a good story. 
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by Judy Woodward GLOBAL VILLAGE 

.J 
oyce Ekman Davis (B.A. '48, indus
trial relations) doesn't speak a_ for
eign language. Nor has she bved 

abroad, apart from the one year she spent 
working for the U.S. Army in Occupied 
Japan in the late 1940s. 

But that relative lack of personal expe
rience hasn't dampened her enthusiasm for 
what she considers one of the most impor
tant areas of education in the 21st century. 
"Foreign languages," she says, "are tremen
dously important. One of the problems in 
the Middle East is that we can't find enough 
Arabic speakers for the State Depart
ment" -a problem of particular conse
quence since September II. 

Ekman believes that increased aware
ness of the importance of the global vil
lage brings a renewed sense of urgency to 
language learning. "Global realization," 
she notes, "comes when [people) know they 
might be working in 
other places. If you can 

Created with a $34,000 gift annuity, the 
scholarship eventually will be funded 
at $100,000, according to the terms of 
Davis's will. 

The first Joyce Ekman Davis schol
arship was awarded in 1999. The cur
rent holder, German major Kari Bah!, 
used her award to study at Freiburg 
University in Germany fall semester 
2001. [See sidebar.) 

That's just the kind of experience 
Davis had in mind when she set up the 
scholarship opportunity for young peo
ple like Bah!. "You have a better chance 
of appreciating the culture [of a for
eign county] if you know the language. 
You mustn't be an isolationist. You're 
missing a lot if you are," she says. 

Growing up in Rochester, Minn., 
young Davis didn't have much oppor
tunity to learn about other cultures. 

Even though her 
parents spoke the 

go over there with a 
knowledge of the lan
guage it shows respect, 
and you're more effec
tive in the job. 

"If you're going to 
work for [major com
panies], well, those 
businesses aren't just 
located in the United 
States. Even Enron had 

"You have a better chance 

of appreciating the culture 

[of a foreign county] if you 

know the language. You 

mustn't be an isolationist. 

You're missing a lot if you 

are." --Joyce Ekman Dal'i.,· 

Swedish of their immi
grant forebears, they 
made no effort to pass 
the language along to 
the next generation. 
Davis recalls that her 
mother and father 
spoke to each other in 
Swedish when they 
wanted to keep some-

a plant in India!" 
In 1998, Davis, a retired college admin

istrator who lives with her husband in 
Pinole, California, demonstrated the depth 
of her commitment to language study when 
she established the Joyce Ekman Davis 
Scholarship for the study of foreign lan
guages at the U. Limited to students in their 
junior year or above, the scholarship gives 
special consideration to applicants from the 
Foreign Language Immersion Program. 

thing secret from the 
children. "When our 

parents figured out that we could under
stand [their Swedish]," she laughs, "that's 
when they stopped speaking it." 

What her parents did communicate to 
her was a sense of the adventure of faraway 
places. "My mother had wanted to work in 
Glacier N a tiona! Park when she was young, 
but could not," Davis remembers, adding 
that despite her missing her own chance for 
youthful adventure, her mother encour-
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aged her daughter when an opportunity 
arose. Davis recalls, "In 1946, my room
mate heard of a chance to go to Japan [as a 
civilian employee of the U.S. Occupation 
forces.) She wanted to go, but you had to 
take a War Department test. She was afraid 
to take the test alone, so I went along. She 
flunked, but I passed!" 

After a year in Japan with the Army 
Corps of Engineers, Davis came home to 
finish her B.A. at the U. After graduation, 
her horizons-and her dreams-were 
already expanding beyond Minnesota. In 
1951, she left the state for an administrative 
post at the University of California at 
Berkeley. She spent her entire career there, 
eventually working in the Office of the 
President. 

When Davis first reconnected with the 
U, it had been 40 years since she her last visit 
to campus. Yet she never stopped thinking 
of herself as a Minnesotan-and she has 
remained loyal to the University as well. "I 
have all maroon-and-gold windbreakers," 



she says. "Whenever I wear my Minnesota jacket, peo
ple [here in California] come up and say, 'I like your 
governor!' I'm still a Minnesotan. That's where [my] 
roots are." 

One of the great joys of giving for scholarships, 
says Ekman, is tracking "her" students' progress. She 
hopes to get a chance someday to meet some of those 
students back in Minnesota-both foreign language 
students and recipients of the women's 
gymnastics scholarship she co-founded with 
her brother, Lincoln. An avid swimmer, she 
also has funded a swimming scholarship at 
Berkeley, and she says she enjoys attending 
an occasional swimming practice to see how 
"the kids" are doing. 

After a lifetime spent in great centers of 
learning like Berkeley and the U, Davis 
believes unshakably in the value of educa
tion. "Education," she says, "is the only way 
to take care of a lot of [the problems of the 
world]-even terrorism. 

"Terrorism is only tempting for people 
who have nothing else to look forward to. 
Education offers hope." 

---- --------



Philanthropy with vision 

Armand and Madeleine Renaud 

For longtime faculty members, loyalty to the University of 
Minnesota can be a lifelong affair of both heart and mind. 
That's especially true for emeritus professor of French 

Armand Renaud and his wife, Madeleine. For the Renauds, retire-
ment has offered an opportunity to connect with the U, and to 
French language and culture, in a whole new way. 

For several years, the Renauds have given generously to Uni
versity programs in French language studies and in Minnesota 
Studies in International Development (MSID] at the U. They're 
also active in the Alliance Fran<raise, the international organiza
tion for the diffusion of French culture; and they've given sub
stantial support to A Vous La Parole, a competition that promotes 
French language mastery among Minnesota high school students. 

The Renauds speak with affection of their long attachment to 
the University and the pleasures of a lifetime spent in service of la 
ciYilisation franfaise. Says Professor Renaud, "The University 
means a lot to us. The students have meant a lot." Madeleine adds ) 
in heavily French-inflected English, "We gave so much of our time 
[to the U], especially when my husband became chair. They were 
good years." 

The first-person plural is very much to the point. After nearly 
54 years of marriage, the Renauds tend to speak as a team, and 
that's the way they've approached their working life as well. When 

by Judy Woodward 

hings FRENCH 
Armand was named chair in 1963, he presided over the language 
department at a time of enormous change and restructuring. 
Change came not just to the Romance languages-which added a 
Portuguese major and greatly expanded the Italian program-but 
to the University as a whole. 

Madeleine Renaud remembers those days as "the heroic years." 
"I was teaching French at the Northrop Collegiate School [a pri
vate school that eventually merged with Blake]," she recalls. "Every 
day I would come to Armand's department after the secretaries 
left for the day. Then we'd stay until midnight working." Adds 
her husband, "Change was being demanded in those days. Every
thing-the teaching, the curriculum-was being reevaluated." 

The Renauds are proud of the changes Armand ushered in, 
especially the enhancements to the curriculum. Armand introduced 
courses on Existentialism, the Theatre of the Absurd, and Fran
cophone African writers, paving the way for later study of such 
French intellectual movements as the deconstructionist teachings 
of postmodern philosophers Michel Foucault and Jacques Derri
da. While acknowledging the obscurity of their writings, Armand 
continues to welcome new ideas, insisting that "you can't dismiss 
any intellectual movement out of hand. If deconstructionism is 
what's in the wind, that's what you have to try to understand." 

Unexpected dividends 
Madeleine's career as a French teacher has also provided unex
pected dividends to the University. Judith Preckshot, associate 
professor of French, first encountered "Madame Renaud" at 
Northrop Collegiate. "Madeleine Renaud is perhaps the reason 
why I am a professor of French today," she says. "I was absolute
ly enthralled by the lovely, soft-spoken teacher who unlocked the 
secret code of the French language for us .... That whole year, I 
always sat in the front row to catch every musical syllable that 
tripped so effortlessly off Madame's tongue, hoping that one day 
I would be able to speak as she did." 

When Preckshot came to the University as a junior professor 
in the mid-70s, she says, "Armand was the most senior faculty 
member, and the repository of departmental lore. He also taught 
courses on Francophone African literature in the early 70's, well 
before most people in our profession were even aware that Africans 
were writing literature in French. Now that I am the resident spe
cialist in Francophone literature, I marvel at his prescience." 

Another former Northrop student, Kathryn Reyerson, now a 
professor of medieval history, remembers Mme. Renaud as "a 
wonderfully gracious teacher. She was one of the reasons I can do 
research in French. Her main influence on me was in making me 
into a Francophile. The Renauds are a good team of scholars. They 
have made tremendous contributions to the French department." 

Yet neither Renaud could have foreseen as a young person how 
much the two would one day contribute. 
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French, absolument 
In 1939, when the Germans occupied France, 
Madeleine-a 14-year-old Parisian school girl
was stranded in London, where she continued her 
studies until she could be reunited with her fami
ly. Several years later, after serving as a French offi
cer in post-war Berlin, she returned to Paris, where 
she met a French-speaking U.S. reserve officer 
named Armand Renaud. 

Armand, brought up in a French-speaking fam
ily near Detroit, had intended to go to medical 
school. But in Paris, taking classes in both medi
cine and literature, he was increasingly drawn to 
literary studies. Meanwhile, Madeleine left for New 
York, and the two began a correspondence. They 
met again and in 1948 decided to marry. By then, 
he was committed to French literature and art as a 
career. He got a Ph.D. at Yale, taught briefly at 
Northwestern, and in 1957 was offered a post at the 
University of Minnesota. 

The Renauds have lived in Minnesota for almost 
45 years, but in some ways their sensibility remains 
resolutely French. What Armand says about the 
French people seems to apply equally to the 
Renauds themselves: "What they want is to savor 
life. To understand life in all its subtlety, and to 
appreciate it." 
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Tales of U_buildings_ 

I 
t's fall semester, and backpack-laden students scurry by the hun
dreds in and out of campus buildings. These buildings are the U's 
educational hothouses, where faculty scholars shine intellectual 

grow lights on budding and branching young minds. They are built for 
learning and built to last. 

On the historic East Bank, the campus's signature buildings cluster 
around malls and knolls-sturdy, ancient (for Minnesota) three-to
four-story structures built of bricks and mortar, marble and limestone, 
their facades and foyers sporting filigreed columns, gargoyles, bas reliefs, 
and Latin and Greek paeans to higher learning. Across the river, the 
West Bank's high-rise classroom buildings, flat-planed red brick mon
uments to sixties modernism, tower over their less conspicuous neigh
bors amid concrete walks and constructed green spaces. 

Later generations of buildings have broken the mold with idio
syncratic shapes and reflective surfaces, some looking more like sculp
tures than buildings, adding touches of architectural derring-do to the 
campus landscape-notably, the white stucco Barbara Barker Center 
for Dance, its sloping walls meeting the roof at odd angles that sweep 
sharply skyward like a ship's prow; and the Weisman Art Museum, a 
wild but elegant melange of glass and bright metal-clad shapes. 

Every campus building tells stories of its time-the expansionist 
1960s, for example, when the campus crossed the Mississippi to the West 
Bank to accommodate the invasion of the Baby Boomers; or the con
servation-minded 1970s, when earth-sheltered, solar-paneled buildings 
like Williamson Hall sprouted from campus soil; or the iconoclastic and 
technology-driven 1990s, when new campus buildings, like the Gen-X 
students and postmodern scholars who inhabited them, were raising 
eyebrows and razing paradigms to build new ones. 

Ask anyone who's been in any of these buildings, and you'll also get 
a more personal story about that building's history-about a favorite 
professor or class, a first meeting with a future mate or lifelong friend. 
In every building are enshrined the stories of thousands of students and 
professors, whose voices still echo from the rafters and whose names 
and initials are carved on the desks, proclaiming, I was here. I matter. 

The case for renovation: honoring the University's heritage 
Of course as campuses age and times change, form follows function 
and fashion, and older buildings come to be viewed as outdated and 
expendable. One solution is to demolish tired old buildings and start 
fresh-to erase their history, expel their ghosts, and silence their sto
ries. Another is to view these structures not as doddering eyesores but 
as venerable, albeit shopworn, historic treasures. 

This issue of CLA Today has looked at some of the programs that 
will inhabit such a building. Nicholson Hall, once doomed, now happily 
faces renovation. Perhaps not the campus's most grand or architec
turally significant building, Nicholson is, still, a piece of living history. 
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It has welcomed many generations of students, staff, and faculty into 
its interior. It has lived through world wars, retrenchment and reallo
cation, 13 University presidents, 19 U.S. presidents, 28 Minnesota gov
ernors, and 26legislative sessions. 

Thanks to the people of Minnesota, this 19th-century building will 
be reclaimed and renewed for the 21st century. When its doors open to 

a new generation of students, its hallways and classrooms will buzz with 
new technology and the voices of teaching and learning-in at least 45 
languages. It will have ll 0 years' worth of stories to tell, with many 
more yet to be written.-Eugenia Smith, editor 

1 :Fir y, i ho n 
Clutching my class schedule, I find my way to Nicholson Hall, where 
the bookstore Is tucked Into a cramped basement. On my way in, I 
check my Image In the glass door: wheat jeans, maroon crewneck, 
artfully sculpted bubble hairdo, cat's·eye glasses. I guess 'II pass. 

I buy a Prentice-Hall Handbook for Writers, War and Peace, the 
Norton Anthology of Literature, an anthropology textbook (by the U's 
own E. Adamson Hoebel), and History of Art. And I buy my very first 
maroon University of Minnesota notebook, emblazoned with a gold 
Regents' seal, and a U of M decal for my car, a 1957 F"ord F"alrlane. 

Total tab: probably around $40. Tuition, which I will pay later that 
day at a bursar's window In the "Ad[mlnlstratlon] Building" (Morrill 
Hall), Is about $90. I'll go home flat broke, but happy. 

p mb r, 1967: Nich lson r ·si d 

I clamber up the steps to my office In 240 Nicholson. I'm a qraduate 
TA, and I'm about to teach my first colleqe composition class. 

My second-floor office smells of varnish, stale cigarette smoke, and 
a spicy curl of men's cologne. I quip some leftover coffee and sit down 
In front of the Smith-Corona portable. I have about two hours to type 
and mimeograph the syllabus and compose myself. A bearded senior 
colleague-the source of the cologne-smiles lndulqently. 

"You'll do just fine," he says. His reassurance doesn't help. 
As I enter the classroom, I realize that my flnqers are purple from 

ditto Ink. So, probably, are my cheeks, which I have been rubbing furl· 
ously. Thirty pairs of eyes stare at me from Impassive faces, sizing 
me up. "Good afternoon," I say, affectlnq an air of superiority. I scrawl 
my name on the board. A few students copy It Into their notebooks. 
A young man slouching In the back row yawns loudly. His look says, 
I defy you to teach me anythlnq. I think, What am I dolnq here? 

I smile ruefully, hopefully. A front-row student smiles back, her 
pen poised over wide-ruled notebook paper. I realize that my words 
will be recorded and remembered. They will have power. F"or better or 
worse, I will leave my mark on these students. And so 1 beqin.-£.5. 


