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Through On-The-Job Learning, 
Internships Bring Textbooks to Life 
By Jennifer Weiler 

II 
he College has a great way 
to help students overcome 
a classic paradox: you 
can't get a job without 

experience, and you can't get experi
ence without a job. OSLO, the 
University's Office for Special 
Learning Opportunities, helps place 
students in internships that give them 
the work experience they need to land 
a first job. 

Although CLA students are more 
marketable now than ever, employers 
seek experienced graduates. The key 
communication, research and critical 
thinking skills taught to students at the 
University are the stepping stones to 
their future success. By enhancing a 
student's education, internships serve 
as a transition from the classroom to 
the "real world," an important first step 
before plunging into the job market. 

Art history junior Lisa Connelly, an 
intern at the Minneapolis Institute of 
Arts, is learning about all of the daily 
functions of the museum's print 
department, including manuscript 
preservation and curatorial services. 
Connelly recently chose prints by 14th 
and 16th-century German and Italian 
masters for the rotating exhibit in the 
Hershel V. Jones Gallery. The museum 
houses more than 50,000 works on 
paper, and Connelly says that intern
ing there is like being in a new 

CONTINUED ON PAGE Two Art history major Lisa Connelly interns at 
the Minneapolis Institute of Arts. 
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INTERNSHIPS FROM PAGE ONE 

Introduction to Art History 
class every day- she is 
able to learn something 
about everything. An 
added benefit of the job, 
she says, was the chance to 
meet the keeper of the 
British Museum's prints 
and drawings collection, as 
well as meeting collectors. 

Connelly stresses that the 
biggest advantage of the 
internship is the direction 
that it has provided her. 
"An internship is a turning 
point for students because 
they are furthering the 
knowledge (of their field) 
and are taking on new 
responsibility that will tell 
them whether they should 
move on in their field or 
change their mind about 
the direction of their 
future," she says. For 
Connelly, her internship 
has increased her passion 
for art history. 

For English major Jamie 
Calvey, a communications 
internship with Northern 
States Power Company 
(NSP) has paid off in other 
ways. Her responsibilities 
at NSP include interview
ing, writing and proofread
ing articles for NSP' s news 
publications. Calvey, a 
soon-to-be graduate, says 
that the skills she has 
learned from NSP have 
brought her textbooks to 
life. "I'm presently taking a 
5000-level editing class. 
Going into the class was 
not as intimidating as I had 
expected it to be though, 
because I had already 
learned a lot of editing 
material at NSP," explains 
Calvey. "So, in a way, my 
internship gave me an 
advantage over the other 
students who haven't had 
this opportunity yet." 

Calvey suggests that 
other students take advan
tage of OSLO and the 
internship opportunities 
that it offers. She says that 
it is the best way to get out 
there and to get one foot in 
the door. "Besides that," 
she says, "with graduation 
approaching, I feel a lot 
more confident now." 

Students are not the only 
ones to benefit from intern
ship experiences- employ
ers benefit, too. Interns can 
tackle projects that most 
businesses simply do not 
have time to implement 
without the extra help. 
Perhaps the greatest benefit 
of hiring interns, employers 
say, is that it's an efficient 
way to observe potential 
future employees. 

3M Business Laboratory 
Manager Ted Stotlar says 
CLA students, with their 
interdisciplinary focus, are 
ideal candidates for intern
ships in the Business 
Laboratory. Stotlar, who 
has mentored and directed 
the activities of at least 700 
University interns over the 
past five years, says that 
"because student interns 
are in direct contact with 
some of the most advanced 
methodologies, theories 
and practices through their 
interactions with outstand
ing faculty and through 
their coursework ... we 
learn from them as well." 
He adds, "I love working 
with them ... and benefit
ing from their naturally 
intuitive and creative way 
of exploring issues, pursu
ing opportunities and inno
vating better ways of doing 
things." 
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Faculty Research Enhances 
Teaching and Learning in CLA 

One consequence of my and savvy observers of discovery is at the heart of 
new responsibilities as CLA society and culture. They the classroom experience. 
dean is that for the first have access to the world's And the people best 
time in more than two best libraries, most sophis- equipped to teach about 
decades, I have temporarily ticated laboratories, most discovery are those who 
put aside my teaching and advanced computing envi- are actively involved in 
research. And I must say ronments and broadest that process themselves-
that only six months into range of learning opportu- the research faculty. 
the job, I already miss the nities. They are at the inter- In CLA, students learn 
exhilaration that comes sections of disciplines and how to be creative and 
from working with stu- ideas, where the arts, inventive and to fashion 
dents both in and out of the humanities, sciences, and fresh ideas by becoming 
classroom. social sciences can learn part of the process of dis-

For me, research involves from one another. covery. In many disci-
the delicious (though some- For students, a research plines, the creation of 
times painful) process of university like the University knowledge and discovery 
learning and discovery, and of Minnesota is also a is a communal activity -
the indescribable exhilara- remarkable place to study. one that involves teams of 
tion that comes from new Research faculty cultivate in professors and their stu-
insight and fresh ideas. their students the same criti- dents. In psychology, stu-
Like most of my colleagues cal skills they employ in dents and faculty collabo-
in CLA, my research pro- their scholarship - the need rate on experiments that 
ceeds out of the conviction to work from problem to provide insight into the 
that there is always a more solution, to sort out errors, to workings of the human 
robust and compelling way build and sustain new, origi- mind. In archaeology, stu-
to make sense of the human nal arguments, to gather and dents join their professors 
condition. I've never been interpret data and to present in digs to discover clues 
the kind of person who findings and arguments in a that, like puzzle pieces, will 
puts much stock in com- cogent and easy to under- help explain the origins of 
mon wisdom. For me, stand manner. modem civilizations. In 
research means constantly The teaching that goes on theatre and dance, students 
challenging and constantly in a research university is join together to explore the 
questioning - a process more powerful than that in nature of human character 
that (when everything goes other institutions of higher and emotion. 
just right) leads to innova- learning because it is The Undergraduate 
tion and discovery. The infused with new ideas and Research Opportunity 
goal of basic research is not the inspiration that faculty Program (UROP), dis-
just the unearthing of new gain from research. The fac- cussed on page four of this 
facts, but the creation of a ulty transmit state-of-the- issue of CLA Today, is only 
new, powerful theory, a art knowledge to their stu- one of many opportunities 
fresh point of view and dents- knowledge that that exist within the 
new vision or understand- regularly goes beyond the College of Liberal Arts. 
ing - in short, a new idea. conventional wisdom Through UROP, under-

For those interested in found in textbooks. This graduates take part in the 
discovery, a research uni- knowledge incorporates process of discovery 
versity is a remarkable up-to-date findings, new through hands-on experi-
place to work. Faculty and perspectives, and current ences with some of the 
students interact with some debates. In research univer- College's leading scholars. 
of the world's most innova- sities like the University of I've always been puzzled 
tive, perceptive, creative Minnesota, teaching about by the claim that teaching 

and research compete with 
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Steven J. Rosenstone 

each other. My sense, 
instead, is that their rela-
tionship is symbiotic. 
Teaching has always chal-
lenged me to explain and 
make relevant my research. 
Students, both graduate 
and undergraduate, con-
front me with alternative 
interpretations and argu-
ments that call into ques-
tion my ideas and discover-
ies. Students, particularly 
those from outside my own 
specialty, force me to relate 
my research to other disci-
plines, to reach beyond the 
parochial boundaries of my 
own subfield and to think 
about the broader implica-
tions. As any member of 
the CLA faculty surely 
knows, often the best, most 
penetrating questions come 
not from colleagues, but 
from undergraduates who 
have the capacity to bring a 
fresh perspective to the 
problem. In short, students 
in CLA take part in the 
process of discovery. In 
CLA, we equip students 
with the skills to create, to 
think and to communicate 
new ideas. 

I CLA I 



Top Student 
Researchers 
Aid Faculty, 
Con1n1 unity 
By Thomas Cobb 

hen anthropology under
graduates Tish Stringer 
and Stefan Iwaskewycz 
first began studying 

land-use in the Boundary Waters, 
they had no idea they would end up 
making a film. "We were using a 
tape recorder to do interviews," 
Stringer says. "Then one day it just 
hit me: Let's take a video camera. 
Neither of us had any experience 
with video." 

Since then, the inspiration has 
snowballed. Stringer and 
Iwaskewycz produced a full-length 
ethnographic film that documents 
the bitter debate over land-use in 
Minnesota's Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area by examining how 
Minnesotans- from environmental
ists to snowmobilers- think about 
the wilderness. Their film has ignit
ed vigorous debate among the duel
ing interest groups. "The first time 
we showed it," recalls Stringer, 
"there was a really volatile discus
sion that lasted for hours." 

In May, they'll take their home
grown documentary on the road to 
Austin, Texas, where they've been 
invited to make a presentation at the 
National Conference on 
Undergraduate Research. Beginning 
next year, their advisor, anthropolo
gy professor Luther Gerlach, plans 
to use the film in his classes and to 
have the filmmakers visit as guest 
lecturers. Both researchers are set
ting their sights on some of the most 
competitive graduate anthropology 
programs in the country. 
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Christina Soderstrom and Manisha Nordine 

Stringer and Iwaskewycz are two of 
71 CLA students doing original 
research or creative projects alongside 
experienced faculty members this year 
as part of the Undergraduate Research 
Opportunities Program (UROP), 
which was started in 1985 to foster col
laboration between undergraduates 
and professors. UROP awards $1,200 
grants to full-time students on a com
petitive basis. Approximately 375 stu
dents participate in the University
wide program each year. 

The biggest benefit of UROP is the 
close relationship that develops 
among collaborators, says Christina 
Soderstrom, an English major who is 
researching Asian-American writers 
for "Voices from the Gaps: Women 
of Color Writers," a Web site orga
nized by her department. Fellow 
researcher Manisha Nordine con
curs."lt's a great way to break down 
the hierarchies between undergrads, 
grad students and professors." 
Nordine and Soderstrom are work
ing closely with English professor 
Toni McNaron as well as with grad
uate student Laurie Dickenson, two 
of the project's co-originators. 

Another advantage of UROP is the 
acquisition of practical knowledge. 
Nordine and Soderstrom were origi
nally attracted to Voices because of 
their literary interests. But they've 
found that hands-on research nur
tures a variety of skills. Soderstrom 
says that it's the first time she's been 
introduced to editing and publishing 
tasks. In addition to writing biogra
phies, bibliographies and critical 

4 

~ recipients edit content 
~ submitted by other 
~ students, secure copy
~ right permissions, and 
l write HTML code, the 

language used to cre
ate Web pages on the 
Internet. 

Although the prima
ry beneficiaries of 
UROP grants are the 
undergraduates, facul
ty members are 
delighted to have capa
ble researchers on their 

teams, especially in times of lean 
funding. For Terry Kinney, assistant 
professor of speech-communication, 
it has been a godsend. Kinney's 
research deals with hate speech and 
its influence on high school students' 
behavior, psychological state and 
academic performance. "I want 
undergraduates to do the inter
views," says Kinney, "because that 
means we'll get more honest 
responses from high school students, 
which means more accurate data." 
Kinney's first UROP advisee, Darryl 
Young, a senior in speech-communi
cation, will help construct and con
duct these interviews, then he'll help 
analyze the data. 

Young, who plans to go to gradu
ate school in education at the 
University, hopes to take what he 
learns from the students and apply it 
to a career in teaching. "I think it's 
going to give me a lot of insight into 
what kids think, and how they think, 
because so much of what goes on in 
school is social," says Young. 

Although graduate school is on 
the horizon for many UROP partici
pants, the program is not just a dry 
run for a master's thesis. Gerlach 
stresses the importance of the pro
gram's commitment to community 
service. For him, UROP dovetails 
nicely with the University's land 
grant mission. "These students are 
not just going on to graduate work," 
he says. "They are also making a 
contribution to society." 



Michael Dennis Browne 

Mark Yudof Elected University 
of Minnesota President 

On Dec. 13, 1996, Mark Yudof was 
named the 14th president of the 
University of Minnesota by a unani
mous vote of the board of regents. 
Yudof will assume the post July 1, 
1997, upon the retirement of Nils 
Hasselmo. Yudof is executive vice 
president and provost of the 
University of Texas at Austin. 

1997 McKnight Land-Grant 
Professorships Awarded 

Six professors each year are select
ed to receive the awards, which are 
designed to advance the careers of 
promising junior faculty at a crucial 
period in their professional lives. The 
professorships are a two-year 
appointment that includes a research 
grant of approximately $20,000 each 
year. Two CLA faculty members 
received the award. They are 
Catherine Liu of the Department of 
French and Italian, and Richard M. 
Price of the Department of Political 
Science. 

Four-Year Graduation Plan 
First-year University students can 

now enroll in a plan designed to help 
them graduate in four years. Not all 
majors are eligible for the plan, and 
students must meet specific require
ments to participate. The plan 
promises that if students meet all the 
expectations for planning and perfor-
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Faculty, Alumni Create Opera 
An opera to be performed in April is 

the result of a unique collaboration 
among University faculty members and 
alumni. English professor and poet 
Michael Dennis Browne, who wrote the 
libretto, worked with composer and 
University alumnus Steven Paulus to cre
ate an opera based on Leo Tolstoy's "The 
Three Hermits." Director Gary Gisselman 
and music director Thomas Lancaster are 
both currently on the faculty in the 
University's School of Music. 
Performances will be held April24, 25, 
and 27, at 8:00p.m. at the House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church in St. Paul. For 
information or tickets call612/223-7549. 

mance, the University will assure that 
the classes they need to graduate will 
be available. If the University cannot 
provide those classes, a substitute 
course will be approved, or the 
University will pay the tuition for the 
needed course. 

Michael Dorris 

Dorris is Visiting Professor 
Michael Dorris, author of the best

selling novel Yellow Raft in Blue Water, 
will spend spring quarter as a visiting 
professor and Winton Chair Scholar 
in the Creative Writing Program of 
the English department. Dorris won a 
National Book Critics Award for The 
Broken Cord, a nonfiction book that 
chronicles the effects of fetal alcohol 
syndrome on his adopted son. While 
on campus, Dorris will present a pub
lic lecture Aprill6. For further infor
mation, see the Spectrum on page 12. 

5 

Frank "Doc" Whiting, former 
University Theatre director and pro
fessor in the Department of Theatre 
Arts and Dance, died Nov. 27, 1996, 
at the home of his son Douglas after 
suffering a stroke. He came to the 
department in 1937 and became 
director of the theatre in 1944. In 
1958, Whiting and his students 
refurbished the General John 
Newton sternwheel- now the 
Minnesota Centennial Showboat
after the University bought the boat 
for $1. Whiting was a leader in the 
Twin Cities arts community 
throughout his long career. After 
retiring in 1971, Whiting moved to 
Salt Lake City with his wife, 
Josinette. 

Maryan Smith Stocker, class of 
1929, passed away in January. She 
was 90 years old. Stocker grew up in 
Minneapolis, was valedictorian at 
Central High School, and majored in 
French at the University. She gradu
ated Phi Beta Kappa and surnrna 
cum laude. After graduation, she 
traveled across the United States and 
worked as a medical secretary in Los 
Angeles before retiring in 1982. 

What's Happening on 
Campus? 

Check out our new web site at 

http:/ I events.tc.umn.edu 
With information on University of 
Minnesota events - including 
films, lectures, theatre , art and 
more - and maps of campus that 
show you how to find the events 
and where to park. 

Or call for information: 

School of Music: 612/626-8742 

Nash Gallery: 612/624-7530 

U. Theatre/Dance: 612/624-2345 



Lykken 
Finds the 
Key to 
Happiness 
is in the 
Genes 
By Jennifer Weiler 

sychology professor 
David Lykken's latest 
research has graced the 
pages of the popular 

press the Washington Post to the 
London Daily News to Spain's version 
of Time magazine. This worldwide 
interest is proof that the public 
hungers for news about Lykken's 
discovery - the key ingredients of 
happiness. 

According to Lykken's research, 
the ingredients are not what most 
people would think. Winning the 
lottery, being promoted to chair of 
the board, taking an all-expense
paid Caribbean vacation or complet
ing a Ph.D. dissertation are not listed 
in Lykken's recipe. Instead, his 
research concludes that each indi
vidual is born with a "set point" in 
the brain that predetermines his or 
her ability to be happy. So, accord
ing to Lykken, the key ingredients 
for a happy life are simply genes. 

Lykken's interest in happiness 
research was sparked two years ago 
while reading an article by a scholar 
who reported that there is no consis
tent relationship between happiness 
levels and factors like social status, 
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income, age, race and gender. 
Lykken, who has been involved 
with the University's world
renowned research on twins since 
1970, set out to test that hypothe
sis by researching existing data 
on 1,500 pairs of identical twins. 

The data on the twins reveals 
many marvelous things. Chief 
among these is that humans are a 
truly adaptive and resilient 
species. In relation to the happi
ness set point, Lykken says this 
resilience means that an event 
like the loss of a partner or the 
loss of a job might temporarily 
influence a person's happiness 
level, but will usually have no 
effect after six months. This also 
means that while people who 
inherit a large sum of money David Lykken 

might temporarily exceed their set 
points, they will return to their origi
nal happiness levels within a year. 

Lykken cannot yet predict what 
the clinical implications of his happi
ness research will be. He does say, 
however, that he hopes it helps peo
ple to understand and to think more 
sensibly about the significant influ
ence of genetics and of hereditary 
factors. "To avert our eyes from the 
truth of the situation means we will 
be helpless," says Lykken. Happiness 
research, he says, "helps make this 
point in an easy way." 

Lykken stresses, however, that the 
strong genetic influence does not 
mean that people cannot improve 
their happiness levels. Thus, there is 
hope for people whose recipes for 
happiness lack genetically nutritious 
ingredients. "One reason some peo
ple are happier than others," Lykken 
says, "is because some people have a 
tendency to do things that make 
them happy. They do something 
constructive. They develop a skill 
and become good at it. They find 
things they like and enjoy doing. 
They season their lives with these 
things. That is happy-making." 

Lykken seasons his own life with 
a number of such happy-making 
ingredients. One of them is teaching. 
He has been at the University for 50 
years as an undergraduate, graduate 
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and doctoral student, and as a pro
fessor of both psychiatry and psy
chology. Lykken says there is no bet
ter life for him than being a 
professor because he is able to col
lect facts about topics he enjoys and 
can talk about them with students. 
Lykken, who teaches mostly gradu
ate-level courses, instructed a behav
ioral genetics seminar this year and 
also plans to teach a class on anti
social personalities. 

Lykken is currently working on a 
book tentatively called This Happy 
Breed. The book, which explores the 
theories of the happiness set point, is 
only half completed, but has already 
been sold to both American and 
British publishers. 

In the future, Lykken hopes to col
laborate with Frank Sulloway, the 
author of the book Born to Rebel, to 
research Sulloway's theories about 
birth order. Lykken says, however, 
that when it comes to research, there 
is no limit to the things that can be 
studied. Lykken might know this 
better than anyone. After all, when 
he began researching twins more 
than 20 years ago, he probably never 
dreamed that one day he would be 
the chef of life's most cherished 
recipe. 



Philosopher 
Eaton Asks, 
''Is This 
Cake Pan 
Art?'' 
By Coralie Carlson 

hether she's educating 
thousands of school 
teachers at a National 
Art Education 

Association convention or writing a 
popular college philosophy text, 
Marcia Eaton is changing the way 
people think about aesthetics. 
ArtNews magazine identifies Eaton, a 
philosophy professor at the 
University, as a leader in the "revolu
tion taking place in arts education in 
the United States" and her innova
tive ideas on landscape ecology influ
ence thinking across the globe. 

Eaton hasn't stopped revolutioniz
ing her field since she studied at 
Knox College in the late 1950s and 
then earned her Ph.D. from Stanford 
in 1969. In fact, throughout her 25-
year career at the University, Eaton, 
now chair of the philosophy depart
ment, has played a defining role in 
three distinct areas: art education, 
cultural ecology, and traditional aes
thetics, the branch of philosophy 
concerning art and beauty. 

Eaton supports the contemporary 
move toward content-based art edu
cation in elementary and secondary 
schools. She wants to teach kids to 
look at art in a broader scope and 
discover ways that art affects the 
way they view the world. Eaton 
travels around the country speaking 
for her cause. "That's the kind of 
missionary work that I do," she says. 

In her speeches, Eaton challenges 
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experiences of nature are sub
jective and primarily emotion
al," Eaton explains. "I think 
aesthetic experiences are based 
on what we know, as well as on 
the emotional response." 

Eaton's ideas on cultural 
ecology are new and controver
sial - and drawing a lot of 
interest. She spoke on this topic 
at the Conference on Forestry 
Aesthetics last summer and at 
the University of Amsterdam 
last spring. 

She realizes that her progres
sive ideas are not yet accepted 
by everyone, but she stands 
firm in her beliefs, saying, "The 
job of the philosopher is to 
prove (those ideas)." 

Marcia Eaton, with a cake pan she uses to address the 
question "what is art ?" 

Eaton has not neglected her 
traditional role as a philosopher 

teachers, school administrators and 
museum educators to teach more 
than just art skills and to incorporate 
history and aesthetics into their 
lessons. 

Eaton uses a series of thought-pro
voking questions to show teachers 
how to get kids to think about art 
and aesthetics. "What is art?" Eaton 
asks. She points to an old, battered 
angel food cake pan and poses the 
question again. "Is this cake pan art? 
Would it be art if it was hanging on a 
museum wall?" Once introduced to 
these kinds of questions, "kids from 
(age) five on up love to argue about 
what art is," she explains. 

Her efforts are having a direct 
impact on teachers. "I have letters .. . 
saying that they changed the way 
they teach art education after hear
ing my lectures," Eaton says. 

Eaton's ideas about cultural ecolo
gy have also had a large impact, 
both in the philosophical community 
and on a broader scale. Eaton exam
ines the aesthetics of landscape as it 
relates to both ethics and ecology. 
For example, by fertilizing a lawn to 
make it more beautiful, one might 
pollute the environment. Does that 
pollution affect the beauty of the 
lawn? Eaton thinks so. 

"Most people think that aesthetic 
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while she pursues her favorite 
projects. She stands as a respected 
leader in her field. Eaton has just 
completed a two-year term as the 
president of the American Society 
for Aesthetics and is a member of 
the British Society for Aesthetics. 
She has published dozens of articles 
and three books: Art and Nonart: 
Reflections on an Orange Crate and a 
Moose Call, in which she presents her 
own theory of art; Aesthetics and the 
Good Life, in which she defines aes
thetics; and Basic Issues in Aesthetics, 
which is used as a text in college 
philosophy, art education and archi
tecture courses around the world. 

Now Eaton plays an important 
role in the "What About Beauty" 
series at the University, which is 
sponsored by the art department 
and the McKnight Foundation. From 
October 1996 to October 1997, visit
ing artists and critics will lecture 
about beauty and art in the post
modern world. Eaton attends every 
lecture and says that the response 
has been phenomenal. "At every 
talk, all the seats have been taken," 
she says. Eaton will write a chronicle 
about the series and its impact, 
which will be published next spring. 



FACULTY 

Psychology professor Jo
Ida C. Hansen received the 
American Psychological 
Association's 1996 Leona 
Tyler Award. The award is 
counseling psychology's 
highest honor. Presently, 
Hansen directs the Center 
for Interest Measurement 
Research and is the area 
director for the psychology 
department's Ph.D. pro
gram in counseling psy
chology. 

Professor Frederick A. 
Cooper of the Department 
of Classical and Near 
Eastern Studies is the 1996 
recipient of the 
Archaeological Institute of 
America's Award for 
Excellence in Undergraduate 
Teaching. The final two vol
umes of Cooper's four vol
ume monograph The Temple 
of Apollo Bassitas were pub
lished in the fall of 1996. 

Art history professor Karal 
Ann Marling's latest book, 
Grace/and: Going Home With 
Elvis, was published this 
year by Harvard University 
Press. Additionally, 
Marling will discuss the 
aesthetic of the 1950s with 
Peter Jennings on an ABC 
mini-series reviewing the 
culture of the century. 

Professor of English 
Michael Dennis Browne's 
Selected Poems 1965-1995 
was published this year by 
Carnegie Mellon University 
Press. Browne has written 
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texts for more than 20 
works of music. He has 
received fellowships from 
the National Endowment 
for the Arts and several 
awards, including a 1989 
CLA Distinguished Teacher 
Award and a 1993 
Minnesota Book Award. 

Political science professors 
Wendy Rahn, John 
Sullivan and Mark Snyder 
received a grant from the 
Pew Charitable Trusts to 
pursue research on civic 
participation among young 
people. Aided by psycholo
gy and political science 
graduate students, they will 
investigate social, psycho
logical and political deter
minants of participation 
and will work with the 
organization Rock the Vote 
to translate their research 
into programs to increase 
young voter participation. 

Professor David Ward of the 
Department of Sociology 
taught an innovative gradu
ate seminar course during 
fall quarter, 1996. The course 
included three prisoners 
from the Oak Park Heights 
high-security prison near 
Stillwater, Minnesota. The 
offenders read the same 
materials that were assigned 
to the graduate students. The 
students then discussed 
criminological theories with 
the men who have commit
ted actual crimes. The semi
nar was deemed highly suc
cessful by students and 
prisoners. 

Professor Evelyn S. 
Firchow of the Department 
of German, Scandinavian 
and Dutch is working with 
English professor Peter E. 
Firchow on a translation of 
Alois Brandstetters' s The 
Abbey. The Firchows also 
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published an interview 
together with Brandstetter 
in Modern Austrian 
Literature 29, in 1996. 

All five singers of the 1996-
1997 Minnesota Opera tour 
of Bizet's Carmen are voice 
students of Barbara Kierig, 
School of Music vocal 
instructor. Kierig also 
judged the district and the 
regional Metropolitan 
Opera auditions in San 
Antonio, Texas, in January 
1997. Kierig is the German 
diction coach for all 
German dialogue in the 
Minnesota Opera's 1997 
production of Mozart's Die 
Zauberjlote and future 
German operas. 

ALUMNI 

Keith Pearson (speech
communication, B.A. '86) 
was recently appointed 
vice president of J. Patrick 
Moore & Partners, a com
munications agency. 
Pearson will head the 
agency's utilities group 
through the deregulation of 
the electric utility industry. 
Formerly, Pearson worked 
as a public relations man
ager for United Power 
Association in Elk River, 
Minnesota. 

Marjorie Mikasen (studio 
arts, B.A. '81) was recently 
elected president of the 
Nebraska Women's Caucus 
for Art, a state chapter of 
the National Women's 
Caucus for Art. The organi
zation is devoted to increas
ing opportunities and 
recognition for women in 
the visual arts profession, 
and Mikasen's chapter has 
a membership of more than 

Rob Britton 

100 art professionals. 
Rob Britton (geography, 
B.A. '73, M.A. '76, Ph.D. '78) 
was named managing direc
tor of corporate communi
cations for American 
Airlines. Britton is responsi
ble for worldwide public 
relations, employee com
munications and in-flight 
magazines and video. "The 
geographical training, ana
lytical techniques and writ
ing skills acquired at the 
University have served me 
well in the airline business, 
which is an intensely com
petitive and highly complex 
business," Britton says. 

Thomas Dunn (theatre, 
B.A. '72) won the 1997 Paul 
Green Award for his play 
Victor and the Virgin, which 
is about the early days of 
the recording industry. 
Dunn, who is currently 
artistic director of the New 
Tradition Theatre Company 
in St. Cloud, Minnesota, has 
run theatres in Minneapolis, 
New York City and 
Washington, D.C. He now 
lives in Browerville, 
Minnesota, with his wife 
and children. 

Guido Kauls (German, B.A. 
'57, M.A. '70) was honored 
in September 1996 for his 
dedication to high school 
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soccer when Minnehaha 
Academy in Minneapolis 
named its new soccer field 
after him. Kauls has 
coached 750 games over 36 
seasons. Kauls was also 
honored in 1995 as the 
Minnesota Boys Soccer 
Coach of the Year and was 
inducted into the Minnesota 
Amateur Soccer Association 
Hall of Fame in 1993. 

Todd Larson 

Todd Larson (history, B.A. 
'92) is the co-founder and 
editor of the on-line history 
journal History Reviews On
Line. Additionally, Larson 
co-authored the book The 
History Highway: A Guide to 
Internet Historians. 
Currently, he holds an 
appointment at the National 
Center for Supercomputing 
Applications at the 
University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. 

Susan Bickford (political 
science, Ph.D. '93) recently 
published a book with 
Cornell University Press 
titled The Dissonance of 
Democracy: Listening, Conflict 
and Citizenship. Bickford is 
assistant professor of politi
cal science at the University 
of North Carolina, Chapel 
Hill. 
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Dr. B. J. Kennedy 

Regents' Professor of 
Medicine B. J. Kennedy, 
M.D. (pre-med, B.A. '43, 
M.D. '45) received three 
honors in 1996: Mastership 
in the American College of 
Physicians for significant 
contributions to internal 
medicine, the Charles Bolles 
Bolles-Rogers award from 
the Hennepin Medical 
Society as the outstanding 
physician of the year, and 
the American Cancer 
Society Medal of Honor for 
both his pioneering work in 
establishing medical oncol
ogy as a sub-specialty of 
internal medicine and his 
clinical research in cancer. 

STUDENTS 

Erik Ohlander, an under
graduate South Asian and 
Middle Eastern studies 
honors student, recently 
published an article titled 
"Major Themes and 
Individuals in the 
Development of 11m al
Hadith: 7-10th Centuries 
C.E." in a nationally recog
nized journal of undergrad
uate research. The research, 
which was supervised by 
professor of Afro-American 
and African studies Caesar 
E. Farah, competed with 
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manuscripts submitted by 
undergraduates throughout 
the United States. 

Five $900 Undergraduate 
Internship Grants were 
awarded to CLA students 
participating in unpaid 
internships that have a 
strong connection to the 
student's future academic 
and career goals. The recipi
ents are: CLA honors stu
dent Asma Khatoon, a biol
ogy major, for her 
internship role with Shifa 
Health Care Clinic; Mary 
Lou Wichlacz, self
designed major, for her 
intern position as project 
manager with Junteunen 
Video, Inc.; Gregory Gentz, 
a double major in psycholo
gy and the sociology of 
law, criminology and 
deviance, for his internship 
with the narcotics unit of 
the Minneapolis Police 
Department; Kate Huber, a 
philosophy and political 
science major and women's 
studies minor, for her 
internship with the 
Minnesota Civil Liberties 
Union; and Erin Vasseur, 
history major, for her 
internship with the 
Minnesota Historical 
Society and the St. Anthony 
Falls site. 

Music major Eric Johnson, 
member of the Minneapolis 
ska group Suspect Bill, 
recently released a CD titled 
Bill Me Later. 

Do you have news to share 
with us? Please write Jennifer 
Arnie at 225 Johnston Hall, 101 
Pleasant St. S.E., Minneapolis, 
MN 55455. You can fax us at 
612/624-6839 or call us at 
612/624-5275. Your photos are 
welcome and will be returned 

to you upon request. 1 CLA 1 

CLAJunior 
Kiaora Bohlool 
Gives Voice to 
Today' s Students 

Alumni living in the Twin 
Cities area may be familiar 
with CLA junior Kiaora 
Bohlool from a recent series 
of radio ads sponsored by 
friends of the University. In 
the ads, Bohlool tells 
University alumni what it's 
like on campus these days 
- swapping stories with 
columnist Jim Klobuchar, 
composer Libby Larsen and 
public relations executive 
Dave Mona. 

Bohlool says that in mak
ing the ads, "I got to see the 
similarities between former 
students and new students, 
and it was great to see how 
they all still have a love for 
the U." Bohlool is herself a 
daughter of University 
alumni. "Both of my parents 
got degrees here," she says, 
"and it's always been talked 
about highly in my family." 

Bohlool, who is majoring 
in theatre and journalism, 
came all the way from 
Hawaii to attend the 
University, a move she 
made "just to be completely 
adventurous and to try 
something new." She has 
served as an admissions 
ambassador and is currently 
involved in two theatre pro
ductions on campus. "The 
U. has given me opportuni
ties for leadership and 
responsibility and the free
dom to learn what I want to 
learn and be who I want to 
be," she says. Ultimately, 
Bohlool would like to work 
in broadcast journalism or 
film. "I'd like to go into TV," 
she says, "and I think the 
radio experience is a step-
ping stone." lcLAI 



KUOM's 
Burton Paulu 
is Broadcast 
Pioneer 
By SaraN. Thomalla 

II 
hough Burton Paulu has 
had more than 60 years 
of experience in broad
casting, he entered the 
University hoping to 

become a symphony musician. In 
1931 he received a B.A. in music. 
However, he says, during the 
Depression it was hard to find work 
as a trombone and baritone player. 
But this bit of bad luck turned out 
well in the end. Paulu, who is now 
an international broadcasting spe
cialist, remained in school to earn 
degrees in history and political sci
ence. While at the University, he cul
tivated a career at the University 
radio station WLB (later KUOM). He 
became station manager in 1938. 

The station featured concerts and 
dramatic programs and brought the 
University to the airwaves by broad
casting professors' lectures. "I imag
ine a few students did skip class as a 
result," says Paulu. 

When news was added, Paulu 
recalls a University dean asking, 
"Why do you want to broadcast 
news when you can read it in the 
newspapers?" However, news 
broadcasts continued and expanded. 
Minnesota radio and television per
sonalities Ray Christensen and Dave 
Moore started their careers in broad
cast media under Paulu. 

Over the years, Paulu spent much 
time abroad. His first overseas 
assignment was during World War 

II, when he worked in London as a 
field representative for the Office of 
War Information. He returned to 
London twice as a senior Fulbright 
research scholar, did research in 
Switzerland as a Ford Foundation 
grant recipient and traveled 
throughout Europe to collect infor
mation for five books on British and 
European broadcasting. Paulu also 
found time during his busy career to 
earn his Ph.D. in communications at 
New York University. 

In 1978, Paulu retired as director 
of University Media Resources. 
Since then he has held three 
Fulbright appointments in Moscow. 
Paulu, who had written a 1974 book 
titled Radio and Television 
Broadcasting in Eastern Europe, says 
the appointments allowed him to 
update his knowledge of the subject. 
On one occasion, he recalls, he asked 
the Soviet dean whether he needed 
to change lectures he had delivered 
previously in America to suit a 
Russian audience. "To my surprise," 
says Paulu, "he said to teach the 
course exactly as I would in 
Minneapolis." 

Paulu has also been president of 
the University Retiree's Association. 

His wife, Frances, is a University 
honors graduate. They met at 
KUOM and have been married since 
1942. The Paulus have three chil
dren, all of whom work in communi
cations, and six grandchildren. 
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Archaeologist 
Nancy Wilkie 
Unearths Our 
Ancient Past 
By Coralie Carlson 

hen most people imagine 
a trip to Europe, they 
think of Big Ben or the 
Eiffel Tower- but 
Nancy Wilkie has anoth

er idea in mind. Rather than shop
ping for souvenirs, Wilkie scours the 
Greek landscape for ancient pottery, 
stone tools and other artifacts emerg
ing from the earth. Wilkie has 
worked in field research throughout 
her career as a professor of classics 
and anthropology at Carleton College 
in Northfield, Minnesota. When she 
visits Europe, she goes to uncover the 
past. 

Wilkie first worked in Greece in 
1968 when she was a graduate stu
dent at the University. Currently, she 
is director of the Grevena Project, an 
archaeological survey in Macedonia, 
and has traveled to Greece nearly 
annually since the project began in 
1985. 

Wilkie, who studied Greek and his
tory, earned her M.A. and Ph.D. from 
the University. She says her liberal 
arts education trained her for the 
interdisciplinary aspect of archaeolo
gy, which requires her to work with 
experts from many different fields. In 
the Grevena Project, Wilkie manages 
an international team of geologists 
and anthropologists, as well as 
archaeologists. "It's a challenge to 
bring scholars from many disciplines 
together," says Wilkie. 

In Greece, Wilkie and her crew 
search for ancient artifacts that have 
become unearthed over the years, 
often as a result of natural erosion or 
plowing by local farmers. Finding 
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these widely scattered sites is a chal
lenge, but mayors and farmers from 
local villages have often provided 
clues that help the team locate ancient 
remains. "Sometimes, we simply 
stopped in the cafe and asked the 
natives for information," Wilkie 
recalls. 

Wilkie says that one of the most 
important artifacts they recovered 
was also one of the smallest - a tiny 
blade carved out of a piece of obsidi
an, a type of volcanic rock from the 
faraway island of Melos. It was 
brought to Grevena in the Early 
Neolithic period, approximately 8,000 
years ago. 

Wilkie and her crew wrapped up 
their fieldwork in Europe last sum
mer and despite a few setbacks ..:...._ 
including an earthquake that dam
aged their storage building - she 
considers it to be successful. "We've 
located more than 350 sites," Wilkie 
says. "Now we're working on the 
publication." 

Wilkie serves as a leader in her 
field through her involvement in 
archaeological associations, as well as 
through her teaching and research. 
She is the First Vice President of the 
Archaeological Institute of America, a 
group with nearly 100 chapters across 
the country and about 120 members 
in Minnesota, and will be president of 
the group in 1998. She also serves as a 
member of the board of the Society of 
Professional Archaeologists. leLA! 
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Mary Ann 
Feldman 
Makes Music 
Come Alive 
By SaraN. Thomalla 

or 31 years, Mary Ann 
Feldman has held a spe
cial place among the 
winds and strings and 

brass of the Minnesota Orchestra
but not as a performer herself. 
Feldman is the Orchestra's program 
annotator and editor of Showcase, its 
program book. Her primary job is to 
guide the audiences, teaching about 
music through the printed word and 
in casual pre-concert talks from the 
stage. 

"The challenge is to teach such a 
diverse audience," says Feldman, 
"for some concertgoers are highly 
knowledgeable about music, while 
others are neophytes who may be 
attending a classical concert for the 
first time." 

Feldman explains each work with 
such simple authority that she gives 
listeners a vivid understanding of 
the composer. At a recent pre-con
cert talk on the daytime series, she 
described the program's appeal by 
saying, "I wish every teenager could 
come and hear Carl Orff' s Carmina 
Burana. It is the music of youth, 
filled with excitement and raging 
hormones.;, 

In 1966, Feldman began her career 
with the Minnesota Orchestra work
ing as a part-time program annota
tor. She has published millions of 
words since, and is now the assistant 
director of public affairs, as well as 
program annotator and music advi
sor. When Orchestra Hall opened in 
1974, Feldman developed the format 
of Showcase, the Orchestra's widely 
imitated monthly magazine-style 
program. 
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Mary Ann Feldman 

"Mary Ann has been here so long 
there is virtually nothing she doesn't 
do," says Gwen Pappas, the 
Orchestra's publicity administrator. 
"She is an absolute whirlwind. She is 
constantly entertaining us and teach
ing us." 

The Minnesota Orchestra is what 
first attracted Feldman to music 
when she was just a child. In the 
third grade, the nuns at Holy Spirit 
School of St. Paul began taking 
Feldman and her classmates to every 
youth concert performed by what 
was then the Minneapolis 
Symphony. 

A St. Paul native, Feldman is a 
summa cum laude graduate of the 
University of Minnesota. She 
received her M.A. in musicology 
from Columbia University. While 
attending Columbia, she received a 
Woodrow Wilson Fellowship and 
was named Clarence Barker Scholar 
in Music. In 1983, she earned her 
Ph.D. in musicology from the 
University of Minnesota. Before join
ing the Minnesota Orchestra, she 
taught in the humanities department 
at the University and wrote music 
criticism for the Minneapolis Star 
newspaper. 

To this day, Feldman says her 
favorite single tone "is the' A' sound
ed by the oboe, signaling the orches
tra to tune up. It's the symbol of all 
the best things in life - like new 
beginnings and the start of another 
great concert." 



Job Hunting? 
Attend Career 
Information 
Day, April16 

Wednesday, April16, 1997 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00p.m. 

Third floor, Coffman Union 
Free & open to all students 

and alumni 

Sponsored by CLA Career 
& Internship Services in the 
Office for Special Learning 
Opportunities (OSLO). 

This "conference style" 
event will offer many 
opportunities throughout 
the day. Whether you are in 
the career exploration stage 
or ready to make contacts 
and gain insight into your 
chosen career path, plan to 
attend this exciting event! 

Attend two hour indus
try panels, where presen
ters will share information 
about their industries, their 
companies and ways to get 
a job in today's market
place. There will also be 
time for you to speak indi
vidually with presenters to 
ask questions and network. 
Attend workshops on 
resume writing, interview
ing or business careers for 
liberal arts majors. Receive 
a personal resume critique 
by an expert resume 
reviewer. Collect handouts 
about job search skills, 
resume writing, interview
ing, etc. For more informa
tion, please call OSLO at 
612/624-7577. 
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Fourth Annual Alumni Mentor Program 

Student Michelle Domingo, left, and alumna Kathy Regalado 

In January, 40 CLA alumni and students gathered at the 
Campus Club in Minneapolis for an introduction to the 1997 
CLA Mentor Program. They were part of the College of 
Liberal Arts and University College Alumni Board's fourth 
annual Alumni Mentor Program. An increase of 30 percent in 
the number of alumni participating in the program got the 
event off to a blockbuster beginning. 

CLA Dean Steven Rosenstone provided the keynote 
address. "Whether you knew your mentor as a teacher, as I 
did, or even as a concerned friend, mentors are linked to 
every successful leader, regardless of your professional or 
educational path," he said. 

If you would like more information about the next CLA 
Alumni Mentor Program, please contact Clay Tenquist at 
625-4324 or e-mail at tenqu002@gold.tc.umn.edu. 

Michael Dorris to 
Read at Alumni 
Society Event 

In an upcoming event at 
the Weisman Museum, 
author Michael Dorris will 
discuss a central character 
who appears in his best
selling novel Yellow Raft in 
Blue Water, and in his 
recent novel Cloud Chamber. 
His lecture is titled "The 
Search for Rayona: 
Backwards and Forwards." 
The University of 
Minnesota Alumni 
Association, the Frederick 
R. Weisman Art Museum 
and the Creative Writing 
Program of the English 
department are co-spon
sors of the event, which 
will be held at 7:30p.m. on 
April16. The lecture is free 
and open to the public, and 
all alumni and friends of 
the University are invited 
to attend. 

Join the UMAA today and ... 

Name 

• Make a difference for the U 
• Protect the value of your degree 

• Connect with the U., CLA and alumni 
• Get a FREE maroon and gold T -shirt! 

(Offer expires April30, 1997) 

Grad year(s)/ College(s) Day Phone 

Address City State Zip 

MEMBERSHIP: New one-year: 0 Single $30 0 Dual* $40 
Renewal three-year: 0 Single $75 0 Dual* $105 

*Second member name (must reside at same address): ---------------

T-SHIRT SIZE (One per order form): 0 Large 0 XL 0 XXL (If none checked, XL will be sent) 

PAYMENT: 0 Check enclosed payable to UMAA. 0 MasterCard 0 VISA 0 AmEx 

Credit card number Exp. date 

Signature (All charges must be signed) NCLA7 
$4.80 of your annual membership goes to a subscription for six issues of Minnesota magazine. 

Return form to: UMAA, 501 Coffman Memorial Union, 
300 Washington Avenue SE, Minneapolis, MN 55455 Fax: 612-626-8167 
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Uncle Sam Profits When You're 
Caught Without a Will 
By Mary Hicks, Director ot External Relations 

~~ aybe you'd be ernment - can direct how College of Liberal Arts. 
interested to your estate is disbursed. 
hear about my • Legal name: University of 
dear second Omissions Under the Law Minnesota Foundation 
cousin Arne. He With a will, you can 

met all the classic Iowa remember those whom the • Address: 1300 South 
stereotypes - single farmer law omits. In most states, if Second Street, Suite 200, 
with lots of good tillable you die without a will and Minneapolis, MN 55454-
land, no dependents and are survived by a spouse 1029 
yes, even Norwegian. A fel- and children, your property 
low straight out of Garrison will be divided among them. • Tax exempt status: The 
Keillor's books, just located Others, such as surviving University of Minnesota 
south of the border. parents or brothers and sis- Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 

Cousin Arne had no will ters, receive nothing. With non-profit corporation, 
when he died. As a result, appropriate clauses in your incorporated in 1962. 
his rather substantial estate will, you can make provi-
went to the fine estate tax sions for an aging parent, a • Clear instructions: If you 
folks in Des Moines and favorite niece or nephew, or want your gift designated 
Washington, D.C. He left a loyal employee. as a scholarship, for exam-
behind two young strug- ple, you might state in your 
gling nephews, a small town How Does CLA Figure In? will: "To the University of 
that could have profited Making a provision in Minnesota Foundation, 
from a community philan- your will to benefit CLA Minneapolis, Minnesota, I 
thropist, and a church des- faculty, students and pro- bequeath the sum of $50,000 
perately in need of a new grams is fairly simple. You to create a permanent 
organ. If only cousin Arne may want to designate a gift endowment fund, the 
had created a will! Worthy in a specific amount or des- income from which is to be 
causes that he dearly loved ignate a percentage of your used to provide scholar-
could have prospered - estate. You can make sure ships to third-year students 
rather than Uncle Sam. Just that your charitable gift is enrolled in the College of 
a few simple reminders like made only after provisions Liberal Arts." 
the following could have for your heirs have been ful-
made a powerful difference filled. Your gift can be left Here's hoping you don' t 
for Arne's family, communi- to the College to be used meet my dear cousin Arne 
ty and church. where the need is greatest, anytime soon! In the mean-

or you can specify which time, maybe you'd like to 
Leaving a Legacy program should benefit. give some thought to how 

A will or, alternately, a you can leave a legacy and, 
living trust, allows you to What's Next? at the same time, save 
divide and distribute your You will probably want estate taxes. The staff in the 
property as you wish, while to talk to your attorney Office of External Relations 
possibly reducing the tax about your plans. Certain can provide additional 
burden to your heirs. It is an legal details are needed for information. Please call us 
opportunity to help the a will and for making a gift. at 612/625-5031. 
charitable organizations you Here are some details that 

ictAl care about. Through a will help you, should you 
bequest, you- not the gov- decide to leave a gift for the 
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HELPFUL 

HINTS 

U of M Foundation Posts a 
Great Year 

The University of 
Minnesota Foundation 
posted one of its best 
fundraising years ever in 
fiscal year 1996, bringing in 
$72 million in private sup-
port. Faculty and staff sup-
port was up 30 percent -
from $1 million to $1.3 mil-
lion. Many thanks to all of 
you who have helped sup-
port the University. 

U of M Foundation Elects 
Walter Mondale Trustee 

Walter Mondale, former 
vice president of the United 
States and recently retired 
U.S. ambassador to Japan, 
has been elected to a three-
year term on the University 
of Minnesota Foundation 
board of trustees. Mondale 
previously served as a 
trustee from 1987 to 1993. 
"Not only does he bring the 
wisdom and experience of 
his years of outstanding 
public service to the state 
and the nation," says Luella 
Goldberg, chair, "but he 
has a great love for this 
University and a desire to 
see it continue to excel." 

Development staff in the 
College of Liberal Arts are 
available to help you in 

making your philanthropic 
decisions. Please call 
Mary Hicks, Bruce 

Forstein, Marie Sathrum 
or Clay Tenquist at 

6121625-5031. 



Ex-Gopher 
McNamara 
Helps Ailing 
Firms Survive 
By Demian Brink 

R 
ichard "Pinky" 
McNamara has always 
been an innovator, and 
has never been afraid of 

hard work. While attending the 
University in the 1950s, he was one 
of the first students ever to design 
his own interdepartmental major, 
and graduated with a degree com
prised of humanities, history, politi
cal science and speech. He also want
ed to make the football team, though 
he was told that he probably 
wouldn't be much of a player
especially compared to his All
American brother, Bob, who was 
already a Gopher football star. But 
within two years, both McNamaras 
were in the Gopher starting lineup. 

McNamara continued to work 
hard and innovate in the years fol
lowing graduation. After seven 
years with the plastics division of 
Archer Daniels Midland, he decided 
that corporate bureaucracy and poli
tics were not his style. So in 1966, he 
scraped together enough money to 
purchase the failing Seelye Plastics 
company, and spent two grueling 
years turning the business around. 
Building upon his success with 
Seelye, McNamara founded Activar, 
his own firm dedicated to turning 
around failing companies. In the last 
28 years, he has helped return 17 
companies to profitability, often 
leaving many of the original owners 
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Richard "Pinky" McNamara 

and managers in place. Under 
McNamara's leadership, Activar has 
grown into a $100 million dollar suc
cess story. 

Coming from a poor family in 
Hastings, Minnesota, McNamara 
credits the University for much of 
his success. "I owe the University a 
lot- more than I can ever repay," 
he says. "My education in CLA and 
the contacts I made at the University 
have contributed so much to my life. 
It couldn't have been a better 
arrangement- growing up in the 
area, going to a local school, playing 
big-time sports there and then liv
ing, working and raising a family in 
the community." 

Still involved with University ath
letics, McNamara regularly attends 
football games and serves on an ath
letics department advisory council. 
Furthermore, he has made generous 
donations to both athletics and CLA. 

One of the CLA programs 
McNamara has a special fondness 
for is the Office of Undergraduate 
Advising. McNamara's donation to 
the office helped fund the Dr. Vivian 
Hewer and Dr. Mabel Powers 
Advising Center, which was named 
in honor of the advisors who once 
helped McNamara make his way 
through the University. "The 
University has been a big deal to the 
family," McNamara says. "I can't say 
enough things about CLA, about the 
University, about the Gophers, about 
the Twin Cities- it's just a package 
that works." 

Lund's Gift 
Empowers 
Native 
American 
Students 
by Demian Brink 

a uccess as a result of hard 
work is something to be 
proud of and, for many, 
it is satisfying enough. 
Neilan Lund, however, 

has been moved to take the extra 
step of sharing his personal success 
with others. 

After retiring from General Mills 
as manager of advertising produc
tion and art services, Lund decided 
to start working in a different field. 
In fact, some of his work may be on 
your mantel or underneath your 
Christmas tree during the holiday 
season. Lund designs miniature 
ceramic villages for Department 56, 
a company that produces, imports 
and distributes collectibles, giftware 
and other holiday merchandise. 

Heritage Yule Inc., Lund's compa
ny, has designed collectibles for 
Department 56 for more than 10 
years. These small, hand-painted 
porcelain buildings are sold in more 
than 19,000 stores. Lund's most well
known and successful series is the 
Dickens Village. His other series 
include the North Pole Village and 
the Disney Parks Village. Lund gets 
ideas for his designs by traveling to 
England, the North Pole or any 
other location that might provide 
inspiration. 

Lund recognizes the advantages 
and privileges that have benefited 
him, and believes it is his responsi
bility to use those advantages to 
help others. 

"''ve always felt concerned about 
what we've done to the Native 
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Americans, and decided to search 
out ways to help Native American 
students get a college education," he 
says. While growing up in Hayward, 
Wisconsin, Lund was painfully 
aware of the adversity faced by the 
local Native American community. 

Lund attempted to sponsor sever
al individual students, but for vari
ous reasons, including skeptiCism on 
the students' part, his efforts fell 
through. Then, through his wife's 
brother, Lund met University of 
Minnesota professor David Born. 
Born, who works in both the preven
tive sciences and American Indian 
studies departments, helped Lund 
with his problem by putting him in 
touch with the American Indian 
studies program. Working with pro
gram staff, Lund set up a scholarship 
fund that is intended to assist Native 
American students in completing 
their college degrees. 

"Mr. Lund was touched by his 
childhood experiences with the 
Native American community," Born 
says, "and those experiences stayed 
with him his whole life." Born says 
that while many people objectify or 
entirely ignore college-bound Native 
Americans, Lund has chosen to 
assist them in a respectful manner. 
"When he became able to help, he 
decided to do so in a way that was 
consistent with his own value sys
tem and helped empower the stu-
dents." lcLAI 

CL~ 

Puffer 
Brings 50 
Years of 
Experience 
to Her 
Degree 
By Demian Brink 

Patricia and Kenneth Puffer 

11 
few years before the 
beginning of the second 
world war, Patricia 
Puffer began her career 
as a University student. 

After three years of study, she left 
school when the war began. Six chil
dren and many years later, Puffer 
decided to finish what she had begun 
and returned to school. She received 
her B.A. from the University in 1992, 
exactly 50 years after she would orig
inally have graduated. 

"I'm a slow learner," Puffer says 
with a good-natured laugh. 

The impetus for Puffer's return to 
college grew out of her connection 
with the Minnesota International 
Center. She and her husband, 
Kenneth, have been involved with 
the Center for more than 25 years. 
Located on campus, the Center aims 
to strengthen international exchange 
and understanding between 
Minnesotans and the rest of the 
world. It sponsors various programs, 
including a hosting program through 
which the Puffers have made friends 
and contacts around the world. 

Among these contacts are many 
Chinese students and scholars. In 
interacting with them, Puffer found 
that the language barrier was some
times a challenge, especially when 
trying to differentiate their names 
over the telephone. To solve her 
dilemma, Puffer enrolled in an inten
sive summer Chinese language class, 
a time her husband calls his "lost 
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summer" since she spent four hours a 
day in class and many more studying. 

"I hadn't been in school for over 
40 years, so it was kind of hard," she 
says. "But I survived it, so I decided 
to take a second year of Chinese in 
regular day school." As long as she 
was already taking classes, Puffer 
figured she may as well finish her 
degree. 

The Puffers are avid travelers who 
have taken two trips around the 
world and visited China at least 
seven times. Although the Puffers 
have seen a great deal of the world, 
they are not entirely ready to stop 
traveling. Most recently, they spent 
the holiday season on a cruise to 
Antarctica and South America. 
"Antarctica is a place I've always 
wanted to go, for some reason or 
another- it's always intrigued me," 
Patricia says. "And we got a chance 
to see something of the art and cul
ture of South America on the way." 

Patricia says that travel is important 
for students as well. "International 
travel helps you enjoy and respect 
your own country more, and gain a 
better understanding of other coun
tries. It helps open up your mind to 
cultures in other parts of the world." 
The Patricia and Kenneth Puffer Art 
History Scholarship fund, which the 
Puffers founded to support interna
tional travel by art history students, is 
intended to promote such under
standing. 
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