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Technology and the Liberal Arts 
CLA Students Master Skills for the Information Age 
By Tracy Ellingson 

our years ago when I 
started my career as a 
CLA undergrad, I knew 
how to tum on a comput
er and print a paper. And 

technologically speaking, that's about 
all I knew. Born into a family with a 
genetic tendency toward technological 
incompetence (my mother often tries to 
tum the television on with a calculator, 
mistaking it for the remote control), I 
have since realized that CLA has given 
me the opportunity to reverse this 
legacy. 

Today, technology is as integral to 
the liberal arts as it is to the sciences. 
Painters now do imaging on the com
puter, fledgling fiction writers are self
publishing over the Internet, and 
today's sophisticated social science 
research requires complex, computer
generated data analysis. Today, CLA 
students use computers to access 
research materials from libraries thou
sands of miles away, and can supple
ment research papers with charts, 
graphs or even video clips. 

I know that when I try to find a job 
in, gulp, about six short months, I will 
be expected to have an understanding 
of the latest technology in my field. 
For example, as a journalism major I 
have learned to use the same layout 
programs that are used by the newspa
per industry. By the time we graduate, 
most CLA students are conversant in 
the use of the Internet, a communica-
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An early "desktop" computer: The ERA 
1101 was produced in Minnesota 

CLA students learn languages with the help of com
puters in the CLA Language Center 
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Julia Davis Receives 
Regents Certificate 

After five years of service 
as dean of the College of 
Liberal Arts, Julia Davis 
has returned to teaching 
full time. At a February 
reception held in her honor, 
over 130 alumni, faculty 
and friends gathered at the 
Minneapolis Club to thank 
Davis for her many contri
butions to the College. 
Davis resigned her position 
as dean following an 
announcement that her 
contract would not be 
renewed when her present 
agreement with the 
University expired in June. 

Vern Sutton, director of 
the School of Music, took 
Davis' reception by storm, 
singing a song he wrote 
himself which chronicled 
Davis' administrative 
adventures. Though Sutton 
was a hard act to follow, 
regent Jean Keffeler con
cluded the evening by pre
senting Davis with a 
Regent's Certificate of 
Recognition. The Certificate 
honors Davis' "demonstrat
ed courage of conviction, 
commitment to quality and 
insistence on results," and 
thanks Davis, on behalf of 
the regents, for having 
"supported and inspired 
the highest educational 
standards." 

Davis, working together 
with faculty and staff, 
achieved improvements in 
teaching, research, student 
services and community 
outreach. She helped 
advance the College's con
tinued commitment to 
diversity and to the quality 
of campus life. These 
achievements contribute to 
the University-wide U2000 

goals for continued leader
ship in education, research 
and community service. 
The following are high
lights of CLA' s recent 
accomplishments: 

• The quality of CLA' s 
incoming freshman classes 
is excellent. Students enter
ing CLA out of high school, 
who comprise 92 percent of 
all new CLA students, have 
an average high school 
rank in the upper 70s, with 
25 percent in the top 10 
percent and 50 percent in 
the top 25 percent of their 
high school graduating 
class. 

• In 1991, to ensure 
excellence in the student 
body, the College set 
entrance preparation 
requirements for new high 
school students. In the ini
tial year, 79 percent of 
entering students met all 
requirements. The percent
age increased to 83 percent 
in 1992, 87 percent in 1993, 
90 percent in 1994 and 91 
percent in 1995. 

• Diversity continues to 
increase in the CLA student 
body and faculty. In fall 
1995, new high school stu
dents represented the high
est percentage of students 
of color (17 percent) in CLA 
since tracking of these sta
tistics began. The total 
enrollment of students of 
color has increased from 8.5 
percent in 1990 to 13.3 per
cent in 1995. Since 1991, 85 
new faculty members were 
hired; 54 percent have been 
female, and 31.7 percent 
have been members of 
minority groups. 

• Credit loads have 
CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE 
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CLA Welcom.es Interim. Dean 
Robert Holt 

As this issue of CLA 
Today went to press, 
provost W. Phillips Shively 
appointed political science 
professor Robert Holt to the 
position of interim dean of 
the College of Liberal Arts. 
Holt, who served as dean of 
the Graduate School from 
1982-1991, brings a wealth 
of experience to the service 
of CLA. "The University is 
fortunate to have a premier 
senior faculty member to 
lead the College at this crit
ical juncture," says Robert 
Odegard, vice president for 
development at the 
University of Minnesota 
Foundation. "Bob Holt is 
one of the finest leaders 
and innovators to serve the 
institution over the last 30 
years. We are extremely 
fortunate that he has 
agreed to serve in this 
role." 

A search committee 
began in January to seek 
candidates for the dean's 
position. Holt has said he 
will not be among the can
didates for the permanent 
position. The committee 
hopes to select the new 
CLA dean by July 1. 

DAVIS FROM PAGE Two 

increased within the 
College. Since fall1992, the 
average day school credit 
load has increased every 
year, and for fall1994 the 
average day school credit 
load of 12.1 was the highest 
in CLA since 1984. Higher 
credit loads are thought to 
positively impact the 
College's retention rate and 
reflect progression toward a 
degree. 

One of Holt's primary 
goals during these difficult 
financial times is maintain
ing the College's commit
ment to attracting and 
retaining the highest caliber 
of faculty. 

Many of you may 
already know Holt as a 
political science professor 
who has taught at the 
University for 30 years. 
"Robert Holt has a long his
tory of involvement in and 
commitment to the College 
of Liberal Arts," says 
Shirley Nelson Garner, 
chair of the Department of 
English Language and 
Literature. "Serving as dean 
of the Graduate School for 
nine years, he has a broad 
knowledge of graduate 
education at this institution 
and nationally. He is equal
ly engaged with under
graduate studies. Bob will 
represent the College force
fully on this campus and 
elsewhere." 

A distinguished scholar of 
comparative politics, Holt 
has studied systems in 
Morocco, Norway, England, 
Japan and China. Holt, with 
John Turner, is the author of 

• CLA has implemented 
successful programs to 
improve community-build
ing and help new students 
make the transition to col
lege. Among these programs 
are Residential College and 
the Faculty Mentor 
Program. This year, 109 
CLA freshmen enrolled in 
Residential College. The stu
dents live together in 
Territorial and Sanford 
Halls, take one class per 
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the widely acclaimed book 
The Political Basis of Economic 
Develapment. He is currently 
teaching an undergraduate 
course, The Politics of 
Environmental Protection. 

A native Minnesotan, 
Holt was born in Caledonia 
and has lived in many dif
ferent parts of the state. He 
graduated from high school 
in Minneapolis and 
received his undergraduate 
degree from Harnline 
University. He went on to 
earn a master's of public 
affairs and a Ph.D. in poli
tics from Princeton 
University. After a stint in 
the U.S. Army, Holt joined 
the University faculty in the 
Department of Political 
Science in 1956. He recently 
received an honorary doc
torate from Harnline 
University. He is married 
and the proud father of 
three daughters, all gradu
ates of the University of 
Minnesota. 

Faculty, staff and students 
alike welcome Bob to his 
new position. Matthew 
Skally, a CLA undergradu
ate majoring in political sci
ence, says, "Professor Holt is 

quarter in common, have 
access to pre-major advisors 
in the dorms and meet regu
larly with faculty mentors. 
Students participating in the 
Faculty Mentor Program are 
CLA pre-majors who, 
among other things, take a 
one-credit colloquium led by 
a faculty mentor. The course 
addresses the nature of 
University life, study skills 
and choice of academic 
major. Students take addi-

Robert Holt 

one of the finest professors I 
have had the opportunity of 
working with at the 
University of Minnesota. He 
represents the highest cal
iber of professor, an extraor
dinary lecturer and an out
standing authority in his 
field. I wholeheartedly 
believe that he will provide 
the guidance and leadership 
to bring the College of 
Liberal Arts to a heightened 
level." Gloria Raheja, chair 
of the Department of 
Anthropology, concurs. "I 
am pleased," she says, "that 
Dean Holt's experience and 
stature, and his commitment 
to excellence in undergradu
ate education, will be put 
into service for CLA. We all 
have a lot of respect for 
him." 

tional courses in common 
and participate in group 
activities which include 
community service projects. 

The accomplishments 
cited here provide a substan
tial foundation for continued 
progress toward academic 
excellence, says Robert Holt, 
the College's interim dean. 
Holt says, "I look forward to 
building on professor 
Davis' past record of 
accomplishment." I CLA I 



CLA High-Tech, from_ East Bank to West 
TECHNOLOGY FROM PAGE ONE 

tions technology which is impacting 
both the academic and business 
worlds. 

The University boasts a multitude 
of instructors who are fluent in the 
international language of techspeak. 
I trekked from East Bank to West in 
search of CLA' s "coolest" technologi
cal marvels. A visit to professor 
Martin Gwinup in the theatre arts 
department, I found, is a step into 
the future of sound stage produc
tion. Gwinup is an insider who 
knows the secrets of film makers such 
as Steven Spielberg. Remember that 
scene in Jurassic Park when the baby 
dinosaur breaks out of the egg? Well, 
that noise was actually the sound of a 
peeling orange and a crumbling gra
ham cracker. Although our resident 
expert didn't work on the movie 
himself, Gwinup does spend a lot of 
his time inventing similar sound 
effects for theatre productions at the 
University. 

Gwinup creates sound effects on 
an IBM-compatible computer using 
digital audio software. He can simu
late, for example, the sound of an 
oncoming train and call it up on the 
director's cue. Because the depart
ment's digital audio equipment is 
cutting-edge, the University has an 
advantage over many smaller theatre 
companies who may not have access 
to such advanced equipment. Never 
fear, though, Gwinup makes his stu
dents apprentice the old fashioned 
way, splicing together sounds by 
hand before they learn the high-tech 
method. 

Touring the technological won
ders of the West Bank, I paid a visit 
to the economics department where 
professor Craig Swan teaches. 
Perhaps you've been wondering 
lately who taught economics to our 
politicians on Capitol Hill? With the 
size of the deficit, it's clear that the 
budget-crunchers in Washington 
might benefit from Swan's Macro 
Principles class. This fall, while the 

big guns in Washington were ham
mering out a balanced budget, 
Swan's class hooked up to a com
puter program that helped small 
groups of students work together to 
balance the national budget, a task 
they accomplished in a CLA quar
ter. 

Back on the East Bank, I decided 
to check out the CLA Language 
Center, affectionately called "Elsie." 
Elsie's acting director, Jenise 
Rowekamp, showed me around the 
center's multimedia and computer 
labs and pointed out some high
lights that have been turning heads 
on campus. 

I've taken seven years of French 
classes and Rowekamp suggested I 
put my French speaking skills to the 
test on a computer tutorial program 
called Speechviewer. The program 
displays a line graph illustrating the 
correct pitch, loudness and intona
tion of any word in any language. 
Rowekamp pointed to the comput
er's microphone and coaxed, "Say 
something in French." I complied. I 
tried the elusive French vowel 
sound "u." As I spoke, for every 
"ooo" and "ohhh" I made, the line 
representing my voice fell sharply 
below the line representing the cor
rect pattern. I tried again and 
watched the line come closer to the 
perfect pattern. Finally I made a 
match. 

All of these instructional innova
tions wouldn't exist without the fac-
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ulty and staff that bravely tackle the 
latest technology. Sociology profes
sor Ron Anderson, who teaches in 
one of CLA's most technologically 
advanced departments, heads a IS
member faculty committee that is 
responsible for evaluating the 
College's information technology 
needs. In a recent report, the com
mittee stressed the importance of 
technical support, investing in infra
structure to ensure that classrooms 
have adequate wiring and fiber 
optic connections, and upgrading 
classrooms to support multimedia 
projects. 

The English department is keep
ing pace with its neighbors, the 
Institute of Technology departments 
that share Lind Hall. English stu
dents are among the most prolific 
Web page publishers of all the CLA 
departments. The World Wide Web 
is an international and interactive 
index that lists and links informa
tion sources on every imaginable 
subject. Any computer with a 
modem and an Internet account can 
be used to "surf" the Web. Professor 
Michael Hancher and his colleagues 
in the department encourage stu
dents to use the Web, which is a fan
tastic tool for electronically "pub
lishing" your writing and your 
resume. Students use their own Web 
pages to display their research pro
jects and written works. Fellow stu
dents who browse the pages can 
offer feedback on the work. The 
Web has proven to be a great way 
for students to connect with others 
who share their interests. 

CLA has its own home page, 
offering information on campus 
events and academic departments 
and links to other University sites, 
including the live video camera in 
the University bookstore that shows 
how many people are waiting in line 
at the cash registers. TheCLA home 
page address is http:/ /cla-net.cla. 
urnn.edu/ clahome.htm- so look it 
up. If I can do it, you can too. 



Art Department Sponsors 
Print Biennial 

The University Department of Art 
sponsored the inaugural Minnesota 
National Print Biennial this spring. 
The Biennial is a national competition 
of print artists, whose work is judged 
by a panel of nationally recognized art 
professionals. The art department 
sponsors believe the competition, 
which culminated in an exhibition at 
the Nash Gallery March 12 to AprilS, 
is a significant opportunity for the 
University to assume leadership and 
excellence in the visual arts. 

David Noble to Lecture May 2 
American studies professor David 

Noble will deliver a lecture, "History 
as Art and Performance: A Review of 
Lectures on Some Famous Americans 
from Jefferson to Mailer," at the 
Minnesota Historical Society at 7:30 
p.m. on Thursday, May 2. For infor
mation call612/ 296-6126 or 1TY 
612/ 282-6073. 

Richard West Delivers Keynote 
Lecture for Minnesota 
Archeology Week, May 3 

On Friday May 3, at 7:30p.m. at the 
Frederick R. Weisman Art Museum, 
Dr. Richard West, director of the 
National Museum of the American 
Indian, Smithsonian Institute, will pre
sent the second memorial lecture in 
honor of University professor Eldon 
Johnson. Johnson was the first state 
archeologist and taught in the 
University's Department of 
Anthropology from 1955 to 1988. 
Former students and colleagues of 
Johnson have formed a special fund to 
support an internship for a CLA stu
dent to work in Minnesota archeolo
gy. For details call Tom Trow at 612/ 
624-1359. 

WHAT'S HAPPENING ON CAMPUS? 
FOR INFORMATION ON CURRENT AND 
UPCOMING EVENTS CALL: 

School of Music Events: 
612/ 626-8742 
Nash Gallery Exhibits: 
612/ 624-7530 
University Theatre/Dance: 
612/ 624-2345 

U. School of Music Brings 
Opera to the Farm 

The University of Minnesota 
Opera Theatre, under the direction 
of visiting professor Gary 
Gisselman, will perform Donzetti' s 
opera The Elixir of Love on three 
working farms in Minnesota and 
North Dakota. Residents of each of 
the three rural communities will be 
cast as members of the chorus and as 
actors. University Opera Theatre 
performers round out the cast, 
rehearsing with the local casts before 
each farm performance. Elixir of 
Love is a comic opera also set on a 
farm. It tells the story of a traveling 
quack, Dr. Dulcamara, who dispens
es, among other things, a love 
potion. Gisselman, the opera's 
director, is well known to Twin 
Cities audiences as the founding 
artistic director of Chanhassen 
Theaters. He also worked as artistic 
director of Arizona Theatre 
Company and as associate artistic 
director of the Children's Theatre 
Company in Minneapolis. 

Performances of Elixir of Love are 
scheduled as follows: 

June 11, 1996, at the Les and Lany 
Kallsen Farm, Ihlen (Pipestone), MN 

June 13, 1996, at the Monty 
Schaefer Farm, New Rockford, ND 

June 15, 1996, at the Louis R. 
Schaefer Farm, Red Lake Falls, MN 

For more information call the 
School of Music at 612/ 626-8742. 
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~ohn Clark, Fonner Sociology 
!professor, Dies 

John P. Clark, former sociology 
~epartment chair and former CLA 
associate dean, passed away 
December 30,1995, in Eugene, 
Oregon. He was 67. Clark taught in 
the University's sociology depart
~ent from 1961 to 1968. He pub-
ished numerous books and articles 

on the topics of criminal deviance, 
white collar crime, employee theft 
and police behavior. Clark was past 
[President of the Midwest 
Sociological Society and held offices 
in the American Sociological 
!Association, The American Society 
of Criminology and the Academy of 
Criminal Justice Studies. He is sur
;vived by his wife, Shirley Merritt 
Clark, of Eugene; children Mary 
Clark, New Orleans; David Clark, 
Seattle; Timothy Clark, New York 
City; brothers Donald Clark, 
~ansfield, Ohio, and Dean Clark, 
Columbus, Ohio; and one grand
child. 

UMAA Legislative Network 
Lobbies for the U. 

The University needs your help 
to ensure continued funding and 
support from the state legislature. 
"What legislators really listen to is 
their constituents," says U. alum
nus and grassroots lobbyist 
Howard J uni. 

A phone call to your representa
tive will send the message that 
supporting the University is 
important to you. 

Need help getting started? Not 
sure who to call? Talk to the volun
teers at the Minnesota Alumni 
Association's legislative network at 
612/626-0913 or send an e-mail to 
maxwell@mailbox.mail.umn.edu. 



Professor 
Steven 
Stnith Takes 
Political 
Science 
Online 
By Tracy Ellingson 

S 
inking into a plush, blue, 
leather chair, political 
science professor Steven 
Smith begins his office 
hours. Smith sits behind 

a huge oak desk, feet resting on an 
Oriental rug, his eyes gazing upward 
to the high-beamed ceiling covering 
his upstairs library. Shadows from 
the fireplace dance on the richly pan
eled walls that envelop the cozy 
room. 

Is this, you ask, a typical office in 
the social sciences tower? Actually, 
it's Smith's virtual office, which stu
dents can access from campus com
puter labs or from the comfort of 
their own dorm rooms via a person
al computer. 

This fall, Smith offered "virtual" 
office hours via the Internet by con
necting to a portion of the system 
known as Diversity University. 
Diversity University allows students 
to ask Smith questions by delivering 
messages from a home computer to 
Smith's computer- all in a split 
second. Smith can send an immedi
ate reply to the student. When stu
dents enter the virtual office on their 
computers, they see an image of the 
dream office described above. 

Smith notes that during fall quar-
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ter about 25 of the 30 students in his 
U.S. Congress class frequently took 
advantage of his late-night computer 
office hours. Smith, who offered an 
office hour from 9:00p.m. to 10:00 
p.m. one night a week, explains that 
night office hours appeal to the 
many students who are busy with 
work and other classes during the 
day. 

Professor Steven Smith and a classroom 
computer projection 

Students enrolled in a large intro
ductory class like Smith's American 
Government are predominantly first
year students, who often find profes
sors somewhat intimidating. Smith 
says that the Internet is a non-impos
ing way for students to talk with their 
professors. "They are not face-to
face," he says. "They can compose the 
message in their own time and just hit 
return." 

Overcoming students' initial shy
ness via the Internet paves the way 
for comfortable student-professor 
interaction - even in person. 

Smith explains that at a large uni
versity where students are spread 
between on-campus and off-campus 
housing, the Internet improves com
munication by overcoming the barri
ers of geographic distance. Wherever 
they live or work, students and pro
fessors can chat easily via the Net. 

Smith, who came to Minnesota 
eight years ago from Northwestern 
University, went from teaching 
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small classes at a private university 
to lecturing in large courses at the 
University of Minnesota. In order to 
restore the ease of two-way commu
nication he had found at a smaller 
university, Smith decided to use 
technology both inside and outside 
of the classroom. "Technology per
mits three different things," says 
Smith. "One is better communica
tion with students. Second, it 
improves teaching within the con
text of the classroom. And it pro
vides reference material and access 
to resources beyond the traditional 
sources of text books, the instructor 
and the reserve room at the library." 

This term Smith teaches a large 
section of American Government in 
Willey Hall auditorium, a classroom 
that offers a multimedia advantage 
because it provides a computer, film 
projection and a large overhead 
screen. "The way that universities 
have thought about teaching politi
cal science is that all I need is a bare 
floor- dirty tile, preferably- a set 
of desks and a blackboard," says 
Smith. "Those days are gone. And 
while many of us have adapted to 
new technologies by bringing an 
overhead projector into our class
room, the technology's way beyond 
that. The ability of the universities to 
plan for and to fund instructional 
environments that keep up with 
those changes is going to be a severe 
test." Smith has kept pace with the 
times by using a computer as a high
tech visual aid for his American 
Government lecture. Smith uses the 
computer to project class notes, out
lines and graphics onto the overhead 
screen. 

Although Smith incorporates 
computers into his class sessions, he 
still maintains the personal side of 
teaching. In even his largest lectures 
Smith encourages students to dis
cuss current events and politics in 
class. Responding enthusiastically to 
questions, Smith proves that he can 
communicate just as well in person 
as he does electronically. 
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Art Professor Diane Katsiaficas 
Explores Themes of Family, Aging 
By Jodi Breisler 

n art professor Diane 
Katsiaficas' studio, light 
streams in from the win
dow, passing through 
sketches Katsiaficas has 

drawn on the glass. The studio's 
warm and vibrant atmosphere 
reflects the personality of its inhabi
tant. Katsiaficas herself is friendly 
and soft-spoken as she describes a 
recent installation, a collaborative 
project which she and professor 
Susan Lucey developed for the 
Department of Art Faculty Exhibition 
at the University's Frederick R. 
Weisman Art Museum this fall. The 
installation, Litany for that which is 
sought, honored the two artists' 
mothers. 

"Litany was a place to ponder the 
affirmation of the past and the trans
formations that are still sought," 
says Katsiaficas. As a primary com
ponent of the installation, 500 white 
roses were suspended from a 12-foot 
by 24-foot copper wire grid. During 
the course of the Weisman exhibi
tion, the roses progressed from full 
bloom to the fragile state of withered 
flowers. Litany was Katsiaficas' sec
ond installation at the Weisman. In 
1994 she and colleague Tom Rose 
developed Secrets and Tangles, a col
laborative installation in the Dolly 
Fiterman Riverview Gallery. Like 
Litany, Secrets and Tangles explored 
aspects of memory, loss and aging. 

Much of Katsiaficas' art has a per
sonal focus. "The presence of cancer 
in my family has irrevocably altered 
the life of each person in my imme
diate and extended family," says 
Katsiaficas. "Detailing experiences in 
images and texts has enabled a calm
ing objectivity and dialogue taking 

us outside of the immediacy of our 
pain and grief." 

Katsiaficas joined the Department 
of Art faculty in 1985. She divides 
her time between Minnesota and 
Greece. She first went to Greece in 
1987 on a faculty single-quarter 
leave to study the narratives of exis
tent Byzantine frescoes . In 1990 she 
was a Fulbright Scholar and artist in 
residence in Thessaloniki. That resi
dency culminated in an exhibition in 
Thessaloniki and in Athens. The pro
ject addressed issues of recycling 
and reuse of materials. 

Katsiaficas utilizes a variety of 
techniques and technologies in her 
work- from paper making to digi
tal imaging. "I try to use the appro
priate form or material for the con
tent addressed," says Katsiaficas. 

Her most recent work incorpo
rates photographs reworked on the 
computer. This spring she is at work 
on two installations: one in March at 
the Minneapolis College of Art and 
Design for the McKnight Artists 
Fellowship Exhibition, and a one
person exhibition in April at Thema 
Gallery in Athens, Greece. Both of 
these exhibitions include digitized 
images. "For me, a computer is an 
important brush in my paint box. It 
allows me to extend, expand and 
layer memories and illusions, visual 
images and written texts," says 
Katsiaficas. 

Out of these interests Katsiaficas 
developed a class titled Drawing and 
Electronic Imaging, which she teach
es annually in the new CLA West 
Bank Macintosh lab in Anderson 
Hall. "The Department of Art is very 
committed to electronic imaging," 
says Katsiaficas. "Our faculty and 
our students are using it increasingly 
in their work." A selection of 
Katsiaficas' work and works by 
other art faculty and students can be 
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A segment from Diane Katsiaficas and 
Susan Lucey's Weisman Art Museum 
installation 

seen on the art department's new 
web page at http:/ /128.101.1.7. 

Committed to her work and fami
ly, Katsiaficas is also a dedicated 
teacher. She teaches classes at the 
graduate and undergraduate levels, 
but she says she especially enjoys 
teaching introductory classes like 
Introduction to Painting, which she 
currently teaches. These classes offer 
her the opportunity to work with 
both art and non-art majors and she 
enjoys being a part of her students' 
development throughout their 
University careers. 

Katsiaficas believes there is a 
strong connection between the art 
department and the University as a 
whole. "I believe that art is vital to a 
person's education. Art encourages 
the development of the imagination 
and is an important alternative 
means to consider both private and 
public concerns. Art is something 
people should always feel they can 
approach and know they can 
engage." 
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CLA 
AWARDS& 
ACCOLADES 

FACULTY 

Jane McLeod, sociology, 
received a best publication 
award from the mental 
health section of the 
American Sociological 
Association for her article 
"Poverty, Parenting and 
Children's Mental Health." 
She co-authored the article 
with former sociology grad
uate student Michael 
Shanahan. 

Gloria Leon, psychology, 
was appointed to the 
NASA Psychology and 
Behavior Discipline 
Working Group which con
ducts research and makes 
recommendations for the 
planning and development 
of the Human Research 
Facility on board the 
International Space Station 
Alpha. She is also a co
investigator on a recently 
funded NASA grant. 

Recently retired anthropol
ogy professor William 
Rowe was selected as one 
of ten statewide recipients 
of the Virginia McKnight 
Binger Awards in Human 
Service awarded by the 
McKnight Foundation. 
Rowe founded Open Arms 
of Minnesota, an organiza
tion which prepares and 
delivers meals to people 
with HIV I AIDS. 

Wendy Rahn, political sci
ence, dined with President 
and Mrs. Clinton this 
January. She was one of a 
small number of political 
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scientists invited to the 
White House to discuss 
recent scholarship on presi
dential elections and con
temporary American poli
tics. Professor Rahn 
discussed her work on the 
origins of the public's feel
ings about politics and gov
ernment. 

Leonard A. Polakiewicz 

Leonard Polakiewicz, 
Institute of Linguistics and 
Asian and Slavic Languages 
and Literatures, received 
the 1995 Teaching Award 
from Continuing Education 
and Extension. In addition, 
Polakiewicz recently 
received a $120,000 United 
States Information Agency 
College and University 
Affiliations Program Grant 
for faculty exchange involv
ing the Universities of 
Minnesota-Twin Cities and 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee and, 
in Lublin, Poland, Maria 
Curie-Sklodowska 
University and the Catholic 
University of Lublin. The 
grant will allow an 
exchange of 15 American 
and 11 Polish participants 
from the humanities and 
social sciences during 1995-
98. 

Joachim Savelsberg, sociol
ogy, received the 1995 
Distinguished Book Award 
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from the International 
Division of the American 
Society of Criminology for 
his book Constructing White
Collar Crime: Rationalities, 
Communication, Power 
(Philadelphia: University of 
Pennsylvania Press). 

Judith Zairnont, music, 
received first prize in the 
1995 Recording Award 
given by the International 
Allegiance for Women in 
Music. She also received the 
1995 John Castellini Silver 
Jubilee Award, an annual 
prize given to distinguished 
alumni of the Aaron 
Copland School of Music 
(Queens College-CUNY). 

Carla Rahn Phillips, history, 
was elected to a three-year 
term as vice president of the 
professional division of the 
American Historical 
Association. The Association 
is the most representative 
body of historians in the 
United States. 

Terrence Ball, political sci
ence, Barbara Hanawalt, 
history, and Richard 
Leppert, cultural studies 
and comparative literature, 
have been named CLA's 
1995 Scholars of the 
College. 

Gordon Legge, psychology, 
received the Distinguished 
Service Award from the 
American Association for 
the Advancement of 
Science. The award is pre
sented to a non-optometrist 
"for outstanding contribu
tions to low-vision care and 
distinguished service to the 
visual welfare of the pub
lic." Professor Legge has 
also been elected a fellow of 
the American Association 
for the Advancement of 
Science. 

Hazel Dicken-Garda, jour
nalism, Bill Huntzicker, 
journalism, and graduate 
student Janet Cramer pre
sented papers at the 
Symposium of the 
Antebellum Press, the Civil 
War and Free Expression at 
the University of Tennessee 
at Chattanooga. 

STUDENTS 

Sociology students Martha 
Easton, Deborah Eckberg 
and Amy Kaler were 
named this year's winners 
of the Anna Bright Welsch 
Award. 

Jane Toleno, individually 
designed interdepartmental 
major student, and Kathleen 
Gauss Bednarski, a pre
bachelor of individualized 
studies student, have been 
awarded CLA Outstanding 
Non-Traditional Student 
Alumni Fund Awards. 
Toleno is also the winner of 
the Dakota Fletcher Writing 
Prize, awarded by the 
Department of Women's 
Studies. 

Pre-indi vid uall y designed 
interdepartmental major 
student Holly Coughlin has 
been awarded a Scholarship 
for Outstanding Academic 
Progress from the CLA 
Alumni Scholarship Fund. 

Matt McKinney, former 
Minnesota Daily managing 
editor, received an award for 
outstanding in-depth report
ing from the Society of 
Professional Journalists. 
McKinney, a journalism 
graduate student, is current
ly in Washington, D.C., as a 
political reporting intern for 
the Minneapolis Star Tribune. 

C ONTINUED ON PAGE NINE 



AccoLADEs 
FROM PAGE EIGHT 

Journalism graduate stu
dents David Domke and 
Anne J ett were awarded the 
1995 Ralph D. Casey 
Dissertation Award. Each 
received $2,000 for out
standing, meritorious 
research projects. 

Psychology student Meg 
Spires received the fall 
quarter 1995 Mortensen 
Award for outstanding per
formance in Introductory 
Psychology. Meg scored 209 
out of a possible 210 exam 
points in Psychology 1001. 

English students Jennifer 
Gabrys, Megan McGinnis 
and Jessica Wandrei 
received the prestigious 
Selmer Birkelo Scholarship. 
Journalism student Shawnet 
Healy was awarded a grant 
through the Undergraduate 
Research Opportunities 
Program for her project The 
Impact of Women on the 
News: The Coverage of and 
by Women in the Local 
Media. 

English student Elizabeth 
Johnson took second place 
in the third annual Kinloch 
Rivers Memorial Chapbook 
Competition, sponsored by 
the Poetry Society of South 
Carolina, for her chapbook, 
Walk the Circle of the 
Mountain. 

CLA Honors undergraduate 
Samantha Tuttle recently 
received a grant from the 
Department of Energy. The 
grant will provide genetic 
equipment. Tuttle will teach 
students from around the 
state how to use the equip
ment. 

ALUMNI 

Maj. Scott Mykleby 
(German, B.A. '83) was one 
of the helicopter pilots 
involved in the rescue of 
Air Force Capt. Scott 
O'Grady from Bosnia. 
Mykleby is currently an 
AH-1 W "Cobra" helicopter 
pilot and the tactics officer 
at Marine Light Attack 
Helicopter Squadron 269, 
Marine Corps Air Station 
New River, NC. 

Major Scott Mykleby 

Dr. George J. Pratt (psy
chology, B.A. '70; psycholo
gy, M.A. '73), chairman of 
psychology at Scripps 
Memorial Hospital, La 
Jolla, CA, is on the ballot 
for nomination for a 
Grammy in the spoken 
word category for his tape 
series Rx for Stress. 

Steven Gottry (journalism, 
speech, theatre arts, B.A. 
'70) authored Common 
Sense Business in a Nonsense 
Economy (Pfeiffer & Co, 
1994). Gottry's first book, it 
is now in its third printing. 
Gottry is working on a new 
fiction book, The Spirit of 
Tocayo, co-authored with 
Richard Jacobson. 

Dr. Daniel Wiener (psy
chology, B.A. '39; psycholo-
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gy, Ph.D. '50) has written 
his eighth book dealing 
with the field of psycholo
gy, B.F. Skinner: Benign 
Anarchist. Wiener holds a 
particular interest in the 
work of Skinner, who was 
once a professor at the 
University, because he was 
a student of and worked 
with Skinner. 

Robert Pile (journalism, 
B.A. '41) has published a 
new book, Women Business 
Leaders (The Oliver Press). 
The book profiles eight 
women who have risen 
from poverty or personal 
tragedy to become success
ful business leaders in the 
United States. 

Steven Tempelman (bache
lor of individualized stud
ies, '90) has been named 
staff counsel at Quark, Inc., 
the Denver-based software 
publisher. 

Paul Siskind (music, Ph.D. 
'93) recently received a 
prize in G. Schirmer's 1995 
Young American's Art 
Song Competition. His song 
"Poem" will be published 
in the competition's upcom
ing anthology. 

Jane Serbus (journalism, 
B.A. '89) recently received 
an Ernmy in the children's 
series category from the 
Chicago/Midwest Regional 
Chapter of the National 
Academy of Television Arts 
and Sciences for her pro
duction "Pride in Illinois," 
a television series which 
focuses on Illinois and its 
history. 

Gloria (Olson) Galloway 
(journalism, B.A. '48) was 
named Delaware Press 
Women's 1996 
Communicator of 

Gloria (Olson) Galloway 

Achievement. Galloway is 
executive editor and vice 
president of Eagle 
Publications, Inc. The 
award is presented in 
recognition of a lifetime of 
achievement in communica
tion and exemplary service 
to the community and to 
humanity, as well as to the 
profession. 

Peg Ekstrand (French, B.A. 
'73) was recently appointed 
director of marketing of the 
Colorado Historical Society. 
In the newly created posi
tion, Ekstrand will inform 
Denver and the rest of the 
state of the happenings of 
the Colorado Historical 
Society and its 15 statewide 
museums. 

Gretchen Legler (English, 
Ph.D. '94) recently pub
lished her book All the 
Powerful Invisible Things 
(Seal Press). Legler's book 
received a very favorable 
review from the 
Minneapolis Star Tribune. 

Do you have news to share 
with us? Please write Jennifer 
Arnie at 225 Johnston Hall, 101 
Pleasant St. S.E., Minneapolis, 
MN 55455. You can fax us at 
6121624-6839 or call us at 
6121624-5275. Your photos are 
welcome and will be returned 

to you upon request. I CLA I 



Sn1itty 
Schunen1an 
Founds 
Media Loft 
By Jodi Breisler 

W 
hen Smitty Schuneman 
moved on from the 
University of Minnesota 
in 1976 to found Media 
Loft, a state-of-the-art 

communications business, he left the 
school a better place than he found it. 

Schuneman joined the University 
faculty in 1960. He earned an M.A. 
and a Ph.D. from the University's 
School of Journalism and Mass 
Communication in 1965 and 1966, 
respectively. He also has a B.F.A. 
and an M.F.A. from Ohio University. 

As a CLA professor, he developed 
a photojournalism program that by 
1976 had become one of only two 
accredited programs in the nation. 
And, by 1976, half of the photogra
phers on the Minneapolis Star 
Tribune staff were from Schuneman's 
program. Today, six photographers 
for National Geographic magazine, 
who are known as the "Minnesota 
Mafia," are Schuneman's former stu
dents. 

How does Schuneman explain his 
students' impressive professional 
success? "I really expected a lot of 
my students, and they delivered it," 
he says. "Students really have to 
commit themselves for four years to 
be not just competitive, but superla
tive." 

Photography, he notes, is a field 
that has always blended art and 
technology. "When I was teaching," 
Schuneman says, "Students had to 
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Smitty Schuneman 

have a command of the science and 
technology of photography, as well 
as the art of communication. They 
had to have these skills to obtain 
loftier objectives - a means to a high
er end, if you will. Today, the ends 
haven't really changed, but the meth
ods of getting there are totally differ
ent- and are changing at light 
speed." Schuneman has seen photo
graphic technology go from film
and chemistry-based technology to 
digital imaging within a single 
decade. 

Schuneman has remained hard
working in the years since he left the 
University to start his Media Loft. 
Media Loft uses cutting-edge com
munications technology to produce 
speaker-support graphics, telepro
grams and new-product videos for 
large corporations. "We've won 
some 30 awards in the New York 
Film Festival, including the Grand 
Award twice," says Schuneman. 
Among Media Loft's best sellers are 
its 35 video programs on major pho
tographers and their work. 

Although Schuneman is active as 
CEO of Media Loft, he still finds time 
to enjoy leisurely pursuits. He is a 
scuba diver and he and his wife, Pat, 
spend more than two months each 
year at their second home in the 
Cayman Islands. "I still photograph 
regularly for my own enjoyment," 
Schuneman says. "I still love my 
photography and my writing." 

JCLAJ 
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Willian1 
Casey is 
Washington 
Post's 
Con1puter 
Whiz 
By Jennifer Arnie 

W 
illiam Casey, director of 
computer~assisted 
reporting at The 
Washington Post, spoke 
with CLA Today in the 

aftermath of January's already
famous Blizzard of '96. Many 
Washington, D.C., residents had 
never seen such a storm, but Casey 
was no greenhorn. He'd weathered 
Minneapolis' own Blizzard of '91 -
the legendary 28-inch snowfall that 
hit campus on Halloween, the year 
Casey finished his master's degree at 
the University. As it turns out, foul
weather survival skills are among the 
fringe benefits of a U of M education. 

Casey arrived at The Washington 
Post, however, with much more to 
boast about than his ability to navigate 
icy roads. With a master's degree in 
geography and extensive experience 
in the computer field, Casey is an 
expert in creative data analysis. At the 
Post, Casey works with reporters to 
research stories, often creating his own 
databases to analyze statistical infor
mation. On one of his earliest assign
ments, Casey sorted through comput
er data on all crimes in the 
Washington, D.C., area to compile sta
tistics on the emerging phenomenon 
of car jacking. The story was written at 
the time the first car jackings occurred 
in the city, and Casey's data provided 
information that was crucial to the 
public's understanding of a new type 
of crime. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE ELEVEN 
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Casey's master's thesis in geogra
phy helped prepare him for this type 
of innovative data analysis. For his 
thesis, Casey used economic data to 
create maps showing the changes in 
location of Midwestern businesses 
over the last 30 years. Casey also 
worked with the University's Center 
For Urban and Regional Affairs 
(CURA). CURA's assistant director, 
Will Craig, remembers that "Casey 
was one of the best we've ever had 
here. I don't think there's any question 
about that." 

The newsroom, says Casey, is one 
example of a workplace transformed 
by emerging information technolo
gies. Casey coordinates newsroom use 
of the Internet, which he says has 
become a basic resource for reporters. 
Journalists regularly use online infor
mation to create rich, well-researched 
stories. "Today," says Casey, 
"reporters need to be familiar not only 
with the mechanics of the Internet but 
with the concepts of it. The ability to 
take data and analyze it intelligently 
are important skills to have. These are 
more and more critical to becoming a 
reporter." 

Casey explains that his own career 
advanced because his liberal arts 
background provided him with ana
lytical and communications skills 
that supplemented his technical abil
ities. Before Casey returned to grad
uate school in 1988, he had worked 
in the mainframe computer business. 
In the computer field, he says, 
"Someone who could communicate 
with others and also understand 
technical issues had a good combina
tion of skills. And it's still a good 
combination today." Casey thinks of 
liberal arts graduates as people who 
"have more than one thing that they 
can do well." 

Snowbound in Washington, D.C., 
Casey is nostalgic for the Midwest. 
He reminisces about Al's Breakfast, a 
Dinkytown diner that has served 
hash browns to University students 
since the railroad days. Casey says, 
"Minneapolis has great coffee, great 
theatre, great people," and yes, even 
"great weather." lcLAI 
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Kirkwold Design Group 
Masters Multimedia 
By Tracy Ellingson 

A 
softglow 
from 
Macintosh 
and PC com-
puters illumi

nates the faces of three 
eager graphic designers 
sitting in their dimly lit 
Bloomington office. But 
the glow from the com
puters pales in compari
son to the glow on the 
faces of the three, collec- Pat Kirkwold, Charlie Van Meter and Dave Dawson of 
tively known as Kirkwold Kirkwold Design Group 
Design Group (KDG). 

Charlie Van Meter, a 1986 CLA 
graduate, sits between his col
leagues, the business' founder 
Patrick Kirkwold and art director 
Dave Dawson. The three designers 
are Renaissance men in the area of 
interactive multimedia, taking on 
projects that employ diverse tech
niques, from 3-D imaging and com
puter animation to special effects 
and photo retouching. 

The three enthusiastically talk 
about their work on the projects they 
have done with KDG. The group has 
designed programs for and trained 
employees at organizations like 
Honeywell, 3M, American Express 
and the Minnesota Historical 
Society. As they describe their grow
ing business, expanding upon each 
other's thoughts, it's clear that work
ing together as a team is essential to 
their success. 

Van Meter, who has a B.A. in jour
nalism and mass communication, 
says his education taught him about 
diversity and gave him people skills, 
two strengths which combine to 
make him a success at KDG. "The 
College of Liberal Arts prepared me 
for what the real world is about," 
recalls Van Meter. "I got a good 
sense of diversity; that's what busi
ness is all about." 

11 

Van Meter, who intended to work 
in graphic design since his first year 
in CLA, minored in studio arts. He 
describes a "perfect synergy" 
between his journalism and art stud
ies. "I wanted to communicate and 
design," explains Van Meter. "This is 
what I'm doing with interactive mul
timedia. It has to be more than just a 
pretty picture; it has to communi-
cate." 

Business in the Kirkwold Design 
Group is booming. The group 
recently developed an interactive, 
computer-based exhibit for the 
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 
in Simi Valley, CA. KDG worked 
jointly with Deaton Museum 
Services, a Minneapolis-based exhib
it company which creates scenery 
and set designs for museum exhibits. 
KDG paired with Deaton to provide 
a computer program and graphic 
design. The exhibit allows visitors to 
assume the roles of Reagan cabinet 
members and input on computers 
their own solutions to the air traffic 
controllers strike, the Grenada inva
sion and the tax economy. KDG's 
exhibit opened this February, to 
coincide with Reagan's birthday and 
this year's primaries. 



THE 
SPECTRUM 

Mentor Program 
Pairs Alumni with 
Students 

On February 1, the 
College of Liberal 
Arts/University College 
Alumni Society kicked off 
the fourth annual Mentor 
Program, which matches 
CLA and UC upper-divi
sion students with alumni 
volunteers. 

This year's program 
includes 52 matched pairs. 
Students have participated 
in a variety of career and 
professional experiences, as 
diverse as: 

•attending legislative 
sessions; 

• going on-site during 
production of a local televi
sion news broadcast; and 

• assisting a sports psy
chologist. 

The program provides 
students with academic 
and professional support 
and counseling to give 
them insight into different 
careers, as well as a chance 
to develop the networking 
skills necessary to succeed. 

Mentoring also benefits 
our alumni. It enhances a 
sense of commitment and 
connection between 
CLA/UC alumni and stu
dents and gives mentors an 
opportunity to support an 
institution that proved 
instrumental in their own 
career development. While 
assisting students with 
career planning and guid
ance, many mentors have 
experienced a renewed 
sense of commitment to 
their own careers. 

Alumni in the Twin 
Cities are encouraged to 
volunteer for next year's 
program by contacting 
Angela Pierce in the CLA 
Office of External Relations 
at 612/625-5031. 

CLAIUC Alumni Society 
Making the Connection 

With every new member, the CLA/UC Alumni Society 
is able to offer more programs and services in support of 
the College and its students. 

Our successful programming efforts include: 
• Directions Luncheon Lecture Series, featuring alumni 

speakers on a quarterly basis 
• The annual alumni-student CLA/UC Mentor 

Program 
• TheCLA Homecoming Symposia 
• Participation on the CLA teaching award, honorary 

degree and scholarship fund-raising committees 
• TheCLA Dean's A-List and Scholarship Recognition 

events, honoring students and alumni donors 
• Collaborative efforts with the School of Journalism 

and Mass Communication and Band alumni societies 
The CLA/UC Alumni Society represents approximately 

6,500 members and is governed by a volunteer board of 
directors. 

Your membership does make a difference! 
Join today -just fill out the form on the back page of 

CLA Today and return it to us. 

Megan Zilk, mentor Tom Gilsenan and Denise Price. Gilsenan mentors 
a third Cl.A student, Marcy Rudy, not pictured. 

Making the Connection: 
A Mentoring Experience 

Tom Gilsenan, a teacher 
at PYC Alternative School 
in Minneapolis, mentors 
CLA students Meagan Zilk, 
Denise Price and Marcy 
Rudy. Gilsenan, who grad
uated from CLA in 1971 
with a degree in urban 
studies, teaches junior high 
students who have had 
trouble succeeding in main
stream public schools. Zilk 
and Price, who are both 
interested in education, 
assist Gilsenan in PYC 
classes and are themselves 
mentors to the junior high 
students who might some-

day go on to college. 
Gilsenan says, "One of the 
things that I appreciated 
most at the U. were experi
ences beyond the class
room. I want to offer the 
same opportunity now to 
University students. The 
mentor program is a way 
to feel connected to the 
community and the city. 
The community is invest
ing in you when you are at 
the University, and this is a 
way of investing back in 
the community." Gilsenan 
has mentored University 
students since 1991. 

OPEN TO THE PUBUC 

University of Minnesota 
Homecoming 1996 

October 18 & 19 
Scheduled activities include: 

CLA Symposia: Power and Politics 
Homecoming Parade 

Gophers v. Michigan State at the 
Metrodome 

More Exciting Details to Follow 



Essential Aid: 
Students Tell How Scholarships Really Help 

or more than 
100 years, 
alumni and 
friends of the 
College of 

Liberal Arts have graciously 
given of themselves to 
ensure the success of future 
generations of CLA stu
dents. Setting up a scholar
ship is easy to do. All it 
takes to get started is a 
phone call. That call can 
make a real difference in the 
life of a student. 

First-year student Angela 
Anne Schulte is one of 
many students who, with
out her scholarship, would 
not be attending the 
University today. 

No one can tell Angela's 
story better than she did in a 
letter expressing her grati
tude to the benefactors who 
funded her scholarship, Dr. 
and Mrs. Sol Center. 

Angela wrote, "Two 
years ago my parents 
divorced, and since then the 
financial situation of my 
mother and me has been 
bleak. This scholarship 
almost seems like pennies 
from heaven! My education 
is very important to me, and 
with a scholarship like this, 
it is attainable. 

"I hope to be an inter
preter for the UN, or per
haps a large international 
company. I am currently 
working as many hours as 
possible as a cashier at 
Shopko and saving as much 
money as I can. It could take 
me years to save the money 
you have given me - and 
that's time away from my 
studies. 

"I can never thank you 

enough for your gift. By 
giving me this chance, you 
have opened the door to my 
future." 

As Angela has testified, 
the cost of attending the 
University can be intimidat
ing for even the most hard
working student. 

Although the University 
is very affordable compared 
to most private colleges, 
upper-division tuition will 
be raised 7.5 percent next 
year to a grand total of 
$5,400. Like Angela, many 
students who have worked 
throughout high school will 
still need to have a job in 
college. Especially difficult 
for students is finding ade
quate time to devote to aca
demic studies and campus 
activities while balancing 
the need to work at a job. 
Scholarships can ease the 
burden. 

Eve Overland 

Eve Overland, a sopho
more theatre major and 
recipient of the John Hunt 
Scholarship says, "If I 
didn't have the scholarship, 
I couldn't concentrate on 
my academic career. As a 
theatre major, I need to be 
involved in activities out
side of classes. I am a 

University cheerleader and 
have been involved in 
mainstage productions on 
campus through the theatre 
department. If I had to work 
full time (I already work 15 
hours each week), I would 
not be able to excel at my 
major, which is perfor
mance. As we all know, 
practice makes perfect." 

Jodi Furness 

Jodi Furness, freshman 
Spanish major and recipient 
of the Presidential and 
Alumni Association 
Scholarships, says, "It is 
only with the help of these 
scholarships that I am able 
to be a student at the 
University. The financial aid 
available from the govern
ment does not cover my 
tuition costs for one year. 
Without assistance, the 
costs of tuition, room and 
board would put me over 
$10,000 in debt after my first 
year in college. During the 
spring of 1997 I will be 
studying abroad in Toledo, 
Spain. The scholarship sup
port I have received during 
my first years has allowed 
me to save money for this 
educational adventure." 
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HELPFUL 

HINTS 

Endowed 
Scholarships 
Create a Perpetual 
Legacy 

Endowed scholarships are 
one way of helping students 
for years to come. A gift of 
$10,000 or more to CLA can 
create a perpetual scholar
ship endowment fund. With 
an endowment, 5.5 percent 
of the interest earned by the 
account is distributed to sup
port a scholarship program 
specified by you. Any inter
est beyond 5.5 percent is 
reinvested in the corpus of 
the fund. In addition to help
ing students, you will see 
benefits yourself at tax time. 
Many donors have found it 
beneficial to create scholar
ships using gifts of appreci
ated stock, thereby avoiding 
capital gains tax. 

The fund may be named in 
your own honor or for a rela
tive, friend or teacher. In 
addition to naming the schol
arship, you may specify the 
department it supports and 
whether the recipient is to be 
chosen based on need and/ or 
merit. 

Contributions can be made 
to individual departments, or 
to CLA-wide scholarship 
funds. Just tell us what you 
would like to do, and we will 
draw up a memorandum of 
agreement. It's that simple. 

For more information on 
how to provide a living 
legacy and help students, 
please call Mary Hicks at 
612/625-5541 or the 
University of Minnesota 
Foundation's Office of Gift 
Planning at 612/624-3333. 

ICtAl 



Ferguson 
Family 
Legacy is a 
Love of Music 
By Jodi Breisler 

W 
hat is the best way to 
honor the achievements 
of a man whose many 
tributes include a school 
of music dedicated in 

his name? This was the question 
faced by the children and grandchil
dren of former music professor 
Donald N. Ferguson. Their answer: 
Start a scholarship in Ferguson's 
honor. 

By his retirement in 1950, Donald 
Ferguson had taught at the University 
for 37 years, founded the University's 
Bach Society and authored seven 
books. He was the Minneapolis 
Symphony Orchestra program anno
tator from 1930 until1960, and 
remained a faithful patron almost 
until his death in 1985. Mary Ann 
Feldman, the orchestra's current 
annotator, recalls, "Donald Ferguson 
was really a teacher to 30 years of 
Minnesota Orchestra concert-goers. 
He was much loved for his uncom
promising standards, and for his abili
ty to communicate his own passions 
about music." 

Ferguson's fervor was rooted in a 
childhood that revolved around 
music. He once told a reporter, "My 
mother used to sing lullabies to me, 
and before I could talk I learned how 
to hum the tunes to those songs." 

Just as his childhood was blessed 
with the sound of music, his own 
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Donald N. Ferguson 

children Donald J., Mary Barbara, 
David and Griselda grew up with 
song. By the time Ferguson's chil
dren were able to ride a bicycle, they 
were able to play an instrument. 
David Ferguson, who coordinated 
the family's contributions to the 
scholarship, is himself a talented cel
list. While living at his winter home 
in Sarasota, David plays cello with 
the Florida West Coast Symphony. 

David, his brother and sisters, and 
their children established the Donald 
N. Ferguson Scholarship in 1991, and 
family members have donated yearly 
to help the scholarship grow. Twelve 
students of exceptional musical talent 
have received the scholarship to date. 
David says, "The University has hon
ored my father with the beautiful 
music building, and it is the least we 
can do to sponsor its talented stu
dents." 

Donald Ferguson was a role model 
not only to his children, but also to his 
students and the entire music commu
nity. David says, "He was a great guy. 
He was a total musician, totally 
absorbed in it. He played it, taught it, 
wrote about it, composed it. Most of 
the people who studied with him and 
read his books were inspired by him. 
It would be hard to find a better musi
cal role model than he was." 

Martins 
Gift Honors 
Robert J. 
Buehler, 
Statistics 
Professor 
by Jodi Breisler 

hrough the Robert J. 
Buehler Memorial 
Scholarship and the 
Buehler-Martin Visiting 
Scholar Fund, Tom and 

Martha Martin have established a 
memorial to their son-in-law, former 
statistics professor Robert Buehler, 
that keeps his spirit alive. Robert 
Buehler was on the faculty of the 
School of Statistics from 1963 to 1988 
and was the department's director of 
undergraduate studies from 1978 
until his death in 1988. Seymour 
Geisser, the current chair of the 
School of Statistics, remembers 
Buehler, as a "brilliant scholar, an 
admirable colleague and a devoted 
teacher who, over the last dozen 
years, was instrumental in develop
ing what has turned out to be one of 
the best undergraduate programs in 
statistics in this country." 

True to Buehler's high standards 
of excellence, the Robert J. Buehler 
Memorial Scholarship has require
ments that reward only the most tal
ented and dedicated students in sta
tistics. 

To the 1995-96 winners, Michael 
Krampf and Nicole Eifert, the schol
arship is not only a great help finan
cially, but the award is testimony to 
their achievements in the School of 
Statistics. The scholarship boosted 
Eifert morally as well as financially. 
"It was an honor for me to be recog-
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nized as important in the statistics 
department," says Elfert. "It is a 
challenge just to meet the guidelines 
of the scholarship. It is a special treat 
that makes me feel that I have a spe
cial talent." 

Kramp£ is currently a graduate 
student in statistics and a teaching 
assistant in the department. "The 
scholarship has certainly helped to 
decrease my financial burden and to 
pay for my education, books and 
transportation," says Kramp£. "I am 
very thankful to the Martins and I 
am sure the scholarship is going to 
help many people in the future." 

Tom and Martha Martin were 
happy to give to deserving students, 
but wanted to find a way to share 
their son-in-law's legacy as a teacher 
and scholar with the broader 
University community. In 1995 the 
Martins donated $80,000 to create the 
Buehler-Martin Visiting Scholar 
Fund. "I wanted very much to do 
something on a yearly basis," 
explains Tom Martin. 

The visiting lecturers sponsored 
by the Martins come to the 
University for at least one week. 
During this time, each speaker pre
sents four lectures directed at the 
academic community and one non
technicallecture for the general pub
lic. School of Statistics chair Seymour 
Geisser says the visiting scholars 
interact with faculty and students 
and "provide fresh insights and 
points of view, thereby broadening 
the horizons of Minnesota faculty 
and students." 

Statistics faculty and students are 
indebted to the Martins. Nicole Elfert 
says, "It's great that families like the 
Martins are willing to give, because 
it is especially hard for students right 
now. I think it is really neat that the 
Martins would create a very special 
memorial and encourage students to 
excel and want to be involved in sta
tistics." 

Like Father, Like Son: 
Engebretsons Aid Alma Mater 
By Tracy 
Ellingson 

li
on 
Engebretson 
and his son 
Dick 

Enge e son take the say
ing "like father like son" 
seriously. Both 
Engebretsons graduated 
from the University of 
Minnesota. Both have taken Dick Engebretson, Julia Davis, Don Engebretson 
a turn as head of their fami-
ly business, the public exhibition com
pany Trade Shows Inc. Now father 
and son have both become members of 
the University Foundation's Presidents 
Club, which honors donors of $10,000 
or more. The Engebretsons' matching 
gifts were acknowledged at an 
October reception with President 
Hasselmo. Don says, "It was an 
extremely great moment for me to 
have my picture taken with the 
University president and with my son, 
who is also able to give $10,000 to his 
alma mater." 

Don, who graduated from the 
University Law School in 1939, started 
college during the Depression when 
many families couldn't even afford 
food. Don's family believed going to 
the University was the ultimate educa
tional privilege. Don jokes, "If I'd said 
I wanted to go to Dartmouth or 
Stanford or Harvard, my father would 
have thrown me out of the house." 

Carrying on the Engebretson family 
tradition, Dick attended the University 
and graduated in 1967 with a bache
lor's degree in speech-communication. 
A self-proclaimed "wild man" during 
his CLA years, Dick now laughs about 
his days at Sigma Chi. "Our fraternity 
house had a monthly award that they 
gave to the person who had been the 
wildest," he says. "They finally just 
gave me the award. They told me to 
keep it because I had won it so often." 

A wild man turned businessman, 
Dick bought the family business from 
his father after Don's retirement in 
1984. As the president of Trade Shows 
Inc., Dick presents the annual fall and 
spring Home and Garden Shows in 
Minneapolis and Des Moines, Iowa. 
The exhibitions give the general public 
a sneak preview of household prod
ucts that are fresh on the market. 

Dick also has a master's degree in 
business administration, but he 
explains that his liberal arts education 
provided an essential foundation of 
skills. "What I learned is starting to 
prove itself because I can write and 
communicate," Dick says. "Those 
things you really don't learn in a busi
ness school." 

Both Engebretsons appreciate the 
well-rounded education they gained at 
the University. In an expression of 
their gratitude, the two will each con
tribute $10,000 to the school. "We owe 
it to the University," says Don. "If you 
get out and you've made enough 
money as a result of your education, 
you have to go back and support your 
school." 

Don, who has been going to Gopher 
games for 67 years, is contributing to 
University athletics and to the law 
school. Dick's contribution will fund 
an annual award to a CLA undergrad
uate working at an unpaid internship. 
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